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Tbt  Hifiory  of  the  Arabs,,  to  the  taking  of  Baghdad 

hy  the  Tartars, 

SECT.    IV. 

1-^HE  Arabs y  as  well  as  the  foreigners  tt  that  time  in  Ali  //  un- 
the  city  of  Medina^  being  informed  of  OthmarC%  anifiwufly 
death,  were  divided  in  their  fentiments  about  a  iuc-eieaed 
ceffor.     TeWa  and  Xobeir  having  aflembled  the  An*  Khalif. 
fars  and  Mohajeriny  declared  for  Ali^  tho'  in  their  hearts  they 
hated  him  ;  as  did  alfo  Ayejhay  the  youngeft  and  beft-bclovcd 
wife  of  Mohammed.    But  the  ^r^ix. being,  for  the  moft  part, 
inclined  to  favour  him,  not  only  on  account  of  the  near  re;-  r. 

iadon  he  bore  to  the  prophet,  but  likewlfe  of  the  immediate 
alliance  he  had  contraflcd  with  Mobammfd'^  family,  by  mar- 
MoD.HisT.Vot.il.  A  rying 
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rytng  his  daughter  Fatti^tat  tbey  thought  proper  to  dtflemblt 
id  even  the  very  day  on  which  ijth- 
ake  the  oath  of  kllegiance  to  him, 
*  Iblved  to  break  as  loon  as  a  proper 

>&cred.  The  Bajrans,  in  the  mean 
in  to  favour  Tewe  j  tho'  Zebiir  had 
irty  amongA  them.  The  Oifans  and 
regard  for  Alif  as  well  as  the  Jrabs  ;  . 
>o  powerful  to  admit  of  any  compe- 
dtor.  However,  Zabeir's  friends  declared  themfelves  fo  warmly 
for  him,  or  at  leaft  for  any  other  perfbn  whole  intereft  he 
Ihould  fupport,  that  they  threatened  him  with  death,  if  he 
iid  not  either  take  the  government  upon  himfelf,  or  fee  it 
immediately  conferred  upon  fome  other  perfon.  The  troops 
likewife  that  had  arrived  from  Mtjhpttamia^  Ptrfia,  and  the 
different  parts  of  Arabia,  as  well  as  thofe  homBafra  and 
Egypt,  in  order  to  dcpofe  Oth/nan,  refblved  to  cut  off  all  the 
candidates  for  the  Khalifat,  if  one  of  them  waj  not  without 
delay  advanced  to  that  dignity.  The  ^es,  therefore,  of  all 
were  fixed  upon  Ali  at  this  critical  juniSure ;  and  the  prin- 
cipal men  prcHed  him  with  unufual  vehemence  to  accept  of 
the  honour  dcfigned  him,  as  being  the  beft  qualified  for  it, 
both  by  his  perfonal  accomplilhments  and  the  afHnity  he  bore 
to  the  prophet.  To  this  he  difcovered  for  fome  time  an  in- 
vincible relui^iice,  faying,  "  he  had  much  rather  ferve  an- 
*•  other  in  the  capacity  of  ff^azlr,  or  Fi^^r,  than  take  upon 
'.'  himfdf  the  government."  The  troops  being  apprized  of 
this,  and  finding  that  the  family  of  Ommiyah  had  withdrawn 
themfelves,  they  afTembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  and  in- 
fiAtd  upon  the  inhabitants  of  MtiUna's  bringing  the  controverfy 
•o  a  decifion  i  declaring,  that  they  would  allow  them  but  one 
day  to  confider  of  it ;  and  that  if,  in  that  time,  a  Khali/was 
not  elcfled,  they  would  put  Ttlha,  Zebtir,  Ali,  and  (everal 
others,  to  the  Iword.  This  flruck  the  citizens  of  MeSna 
with  fuch  terror,  that  they  again  preflad  AU  in  the  mofl  fup- 
pliant  manner  to  fuifer  himreif  Co  be  inaugurated  ;  and,  upon 
his  again  declining  this,  they  adjured  him  by  God  to  con- 
fider the  lamentable  condition  in  which  they  were,  the  mi- 
fcrable  flate  of  their  religion,  and  the  diflra^on  of  the  whole 
nation.  Overcome  at  Jaft  with  fuch  pathedcal  exclamations, 
he  anfwered,  *»  If  I  fhould  comply  with  your  requefl,  I  will 
*'  always  aft  according  to  the  befl  of  my  knowlcge;  and  if 
**  you  will  excule  mc,  I  (hall  ever  be  one  of  the  moft  fub- 
**  mlilive  and  obedient  of  all  the  MeJUms  to  whomfoev» 
■  •«  you  (hall  be  pleafcd  to  fet  over  me."  Then  addrefiinc 
himfelf  to  Telha  and  Zobeir,  who  intreated  him  in  the  moft 
jnoving  terms  to  accept  of  the  Khalifat^  he  faid,"  If  yon  intend 


^  to  recognize  my  authority,  as  the  fucceilbr  of  Mohammed^ 
^^  fwcar  to  be  faithful  to  me  \  otherwife  permit  me  to  take 
*'  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  one  of  you/*  The  latter  p£ 
vhich  propofals  they  refufed,  and  confequendy  accepted  of 
the  former;  upon  which,  Jli  was  immediately  proclaimed 
Kbaiif.  He  was  the  fon  .of  Abu  Tdkb^  the  fon  of  AbiaU 
mt_augby  the  fon  of  Hajhitn ;  his  mother,  according  to  At 
Maktn^  being  Patema^  the  daughter  of  Afid^  the  fon  of  Ha^ 
fi>em.  He  was  eleded,  by  the  unanimous  fuiFrages  of  the 
MeflemSj  emperor. of  the  faithful,  to  ufe  the^r^^ftile,  the 
fame  day  thsiVOthmdn  was  flain.  It  feems  to  be  intimated 
by  Al  AAakiHy  that  Alij  immediately  after  his  eledioft,  con« 
flituted  Kais  Ebn  Sa^id^  governor,  or  prefed,  of  Egypt  >. 

Ali  being  thus  advanced  to  the  Khalifat  without  oppofi-  And  inau' 
tion,  though  many  were  fecretly  difgufted  at  his  eledion,  xt^gurattd  im 
iblved  to  be  inaugurated  publicly  in  the  mofque  at  Medina^tbi  mofqut 
that  all  parties  might  be  fatisfied,  and  have  no  juft  caufe  of^f  ^e- 
complaint.     This  he  judged  a  neceflary  precaution,  as  AyeJba^^^K 
Tflba^  Zobeiry  and  the  houfe  of  Ommtyahy  of  which  Mod-^ 
myaby  the  governing  prefect  of  Syrian  was  chief,  had  con- 
ceived {o  ftrong  a  prejudice  againft  htm  $  which,  he  was  fen- 
iible,  would  prompt  them  to  give  him  all  the  difturbance  in 
their  power.  He,  therefore,  went  to  the  mofque  in  a  thin  cot*- 
ton  gown,  tied  abo^t  him  with  a  girdle,  with  a  coarfe  turbant 
upon  his  head,  carrying  his  flippers  in  one  hand,  and  in  the  -    ' 

other  a  bow,  which  he  made  ufe  of  as  a  walking-ftafF.  Upon 
his  arrival  there,  Telba  and  Zobeir  were  fent  for,  who  inftantly 
came,  and  gave  him  their  hahds,  as  a  mark  or  token  of  their 
approbation  of  what  had  been  done.  After  which,  with  great 
feeming  alacrity,  they  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him  i 
and  many  of  the  principal  perfons  in  Medina  followed  their 
example.  When  Tilha  oiFered  Alt  his  hand,  it  was  obferved 
by  Habib  Ebn  Dbowaiby  that  the  fingers  were  contracted  by 
a  wound  he  had  formerly  received  ;  which  he  confidered  as 
ominous,  faying,  ^<  A  lame  hand  feems  to  indicate,  that  the 
^  bufinefs  done  by  it  will  be  performed  in  a  lame  manner  ; 
**  how  proper,  therefore,  would  it  be  to  have  it  undone  !" 
Which  kind  of  prophecy  was  afterwards  fulfilled,  as  in  the 
fequel  of  the  hiftory  of  Jli  will  more  fully  appear.  We  mufl 
not  forget  to  obferve,  that  the  houfe  of  Ommiyahy  the  traitor 
Mtrwdn  Ebn  Al  Hakem^  Sa'ld  Ebn  Al  Asy  and  fValid  Ebn 

*  Al  Jannab.  Ebn  Al  Atuir,  in  hift.  univcrf.  vol.  ii.  MSS. 
Pocock.  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.  num.  137.  Ism.  Abulped.  hift. 
nmv.  vol.  i.  MSS.  Pocock.  in  Bibl.  fiodl.  Oxon.  num.  303. 
Gaao.  Abu^L'Faraj,  abi  fup.  p.  185.  AlMakin,  in  hift.  Saia» 
ccn.  lib.  t.  c  V.  p.  36.  EvTYCH.  ubi  fop.  ^.  i^z^  343. 
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Akha^  rcfufed  to  have  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Alt  adminiftered 
to  th^m.  They,  therefore,  probably  did  not  attend  at  his  in- 
auguration, which  happened  on  Friday  the  25th  day  oi  Dhu^l- 
hajja^  and  the  35th  year  of  the  Hejra ;  nearly  anfwering  to 
the  year  of  our  Lord  655  l>. 
All  re-  After  the  recognition  of  his  authority,  AH  refolvcd  to 

fohis  to  difmifs  all  thofe  governors  of  provinces,  who  had  been  put 
difmi/s  the mto  their  pofts  by  his  predcccflbr  Othman  ;  but  Al Moghe'trab 
govtrnors  Ebn  ShaabOy  not  Ebn  Said^  as  he  is  called  by  D*Herbeloty  'en* 
of  pro-  deavoured  to  divert  him  from  this  refolution,  at  leaft  till  he 
njinces  ap-  jjaj  more  firmly  eftablilhed  himfelf  in  the  goVfernmcnt.  Thfe 
pointed  bj  aflyjce  not  proving  agreeable  to  Ali^  Al  Mogheirah  vifited  l\im 
Othman.  ^^  ^^^^  j^y^  ^^^  ^^^  j,jjj^^  ^^^  j^g  l^^j  -altered  his  opinion, 

and  found  it  highly  expedient  to  exfecute  the  projcft  he  had 
formed.  In  the  midft  of  this  conference,  Abd*allah  Ebn  Ah^ 
bas^  who  was  juft  returned  from  Mecca^  came  in ;  and  having 
been  informed  of  the  fiibjeft  they  were  upon,  told  the  Kha- 
Kfy  that  '*  Al  MogheiraVs  firft  advice  was  good,  but  the  laft 
**  treachery.  For,"  faid  he,  **  all  5^r/^rwill  immediately  de- 
*'  clare  for  Modwiyahy  upon  the  firtt  news  of  his  difniiffion  ; 
**  and  as  no  confidence  can  be  repofed  either  in  Telha  or  Zo- 
beir^  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that,  upon  the  erup- 
tion of  a  flame  in  Syria^  they  will  l)oth  appear  in  arms 
againff  you.  Wherefore,"  continued  he,  '*  permit  Moor 
*>'  wiy ah  to  remain  in  the  poft  he  at  prefent  enjoys,  till  his 
•*  fubmiffion  ;  after  which,  I  will  undertake  to  ppll  him  out 
•'  of  his  houfe  by  the  ears,  whenever  you  defire  it."  But  AH 
fwore,  that  *'  MoaiV'yaJj's  portion  fhould  be  the  fword.** 
^        '    ,  Which"  induced  the  other  to  tell  him,  that  "  he  was  a  man, 

*^  indeed,  of  admirable  courage,  but  not  of  equal  condud." 
After  the  conclufion  of  this  conference,  Al  Mogheirah  retired 
Mecca ;  and  the  JSTW.y  perfifted  in  his  former  refolution.     In 
agreement  with  Abd^allah^s  obfervation,  relating  to  the  cou- 
rage of  Alij  we  are  told  by  fome  of  the  eaftern  wrfters,  that 
this  Khalifa  for  his  unparalleled  brav/ery,  was  furnamed  by  the 
Arabs  the  Han  ^  God,  always  vi^orious  c, 
Telhatfff/     Though  Ayefia  was  at  firft  very  well  pleafed  with  the 
Xohoxtre-  news  of  the  murder  of  Othman^  to  which  (he  had  not  a  littl« 
tire  to        contributed,  as  hoping  that  her  favourite  Telha  would  fucceed 
M«cca.      him  in  the  Khalifat ;  yet  being  afterwards  informed,  that  Alt 
had  been  ele£led  by  the  unanimous  fuffragcs  of  the  Moflems^ 
flie  exprefled  a  great  concern  for  that  tragical  event.    Nay, 

*»  AlMaicin,  &  Greg.  AbuVFaiCaj,  ubi  fap.    D'Herbbl. 
Biblioth.  orient,  in  art.  Ali^  p.  89.  «  Ism.  Abulfed. 

ubi  fup.  D'Herbel.  ubi  fup.  Greo.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p. 
1 86.  OcKLE  y's  hift,  of  the  Sarac.  toI.  ii.  p .  9,'  i  o,  ix  . 
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(he  accufed  AU^  in  order  to  render  him  odious  to  the  houfe 
of  Ommiyabf  to  which  Othman  belonged,  of  the  perpetration 
of  that  horrid  fa(^  ;  when  there  was  in  reallt)"  not  the  leaft 
ground  or  pretext  for  (uch  an  accufatlon.    Some  of  the  Alof- 
Jtms^  therefore,  who  knew  how  a^ve  (he  had  been  in  that 
bloody  affair,  reprehended  her  for  endeavouring  to  throw  the 
odium  of  fo  black  a  crime  upon  an  innocent  peribn  ;  fijice 
file  could  not  but  be  conicious  of  her  own  guilt,  as  having 
been  one  of  the  firft  who  fuggefted,  and  even  ftrongly  recom^ 
mended,  the  late  Khalif*s  affaflination  to  his  rebellious  fub- 
jeds.     But  in  anfwer  to  what  was  objected  to  her  condud  on 
this  occalion,  ihe  replied,  that  Othman  %  infidelity  obliged  her 
at  firft  to  declare  againfl  hira ;  but  that,  on  his  repentance 
and  reconverfion,  ihe  became  reconciled  to  him,  and  would 
have  faved  liim,  had  it  been  in  her  power.     At  the  time  of 
AU^%  inauguration,  as  well  as  when  .the  difaffe^led  Arab$  mur* 
dered  Otbrnariy  (he  was  at  Meua^  and  enjoyed  a  very  con(i« 
derable  fhare  of  influence  and  authority  there.    Not  content 
with  this,  (he  endeavoured  to  animate  all  orders  and  degrees 
of  men  againft  the  new  Khalif\  and  was  continually  em« ' 
ployed  in  forming  fchemes  to  embarrafs  the  adminifiration. 
Nor  did  fhe  want  perfons  of  note  to  forward  and  promote  all 
her  wicked  machinations.  For,  in  the  beginning  of  the  36th 
year  of  the  Hejra^  Te/ha  Ebn^Obeid'allab  and  Zoieir  Ebn  Al 
Awaniy  with  others  of  their  party,  reprefented  to  Alij  that 
the  aflaiEns,  who  had  embrued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of 
Otbman,  ought  to  be  brought  to  condign  puniihment  -,  offer* 
ing  him)  at  the  fame  time,  their  affilunce  for  that  purpofe* 
This  they  did,  purely  to  fow  amongfl  the  people  the  feeds  of 
fedition,  and  occafion  difturbances  that  might  finally  weaken 
Aii*s  party,  and  terminate  in  his  deftrudion.  The  Khal.fptr" 
ceivlng  their  intention,  reprefented  to  them  the  impoffibility 
•f  carrying  the'u*  deiign  at  prefent  into  execution,  by  reafon 
of  the  civil  diilenfions  which  fo  diflraded  the  Arai  nation. 
Upon  which,  they  defifted  from  all  farther  follicitations  on 
that  bead.     However,  as  Ali  found,  by  this  effort  of  Tciba 
and  Zobfir,  fupported  by  Ayejha,  to  embroil  his  affairs,  that 
he  had  very  powerful  enemies  to  contend  with,  he  took  all 
pofllble  opportunities  of  careffing  the  Koreljbj  hoping  by  this 
means  to  conciliate  to  him  the  afFe(5lions  of  that  po/.  erful  tribe. 
Which  ftep  was,  indeed,  very  expedient;  as  the  departure  of 
the  Ommiyan  family  had  irritated  a  confiderable  part  of  his 
fubjeds,  and  occafioned  in  fome  provinces  of  the  empire 
great  murmurings  and  commotions.     In  the  mean  time, 
7'elba  and  Zobeixj  notwithstanding  the  repulfe  they  had  lately 
met  with,  delired  Ali  to  confer  upon  one  of  thenithe  govern- 
ment of  Cufay  and  iipon  the  other  ih'sXolBafra ;  pretending^ 

A3  that 


6  ^tbe  Hiflory  ^f  the  Arabs.  .%  I: 

that  tbey  (hould  thereby  be  enabled  to  extinguiQi  with  the 

E eater  eafa  any  rebellion  that  might  happen  in  the  neigh* 
whood  of  eidier  of  thofe  cities.     But  the  KhaRf^  by  this 
requeft,  eafily  penetrated  their  defigns,  and  excufed  himfelf 
from  complying  with  it,  by  telling  them,  that  as  his  govern- 
ment  was  not  yet  fufficiendy  eftabliihed,  he  (hould  uand  in 
need  of  perfons  of  their  great  capacity,  fo  much  fupcrior  to 
that  of  any  of  bis  other  minifters,  to  confult  with  on  fuch 
emergencies  as  might  happen  in  an  unfettled  ft:^te«     This  an* 
fvkx  nettled  them  to  a  great  degr^ ;  but  they  were  obliged 
to  appear  fatisfied  with  it.     However,  they  refohre<)  to  at* 
tempt  undermining  that  government  they  could  not  aflai]  by 
open  force ;  and,  therefore,  knowing  that  Ayejha  was^one  on 
pilgrimage  to  Meua^  they  begged  leave  of  the  Kbaltf  to  g<) 
likewife  on  the  fame  occafion  thither.     This  they  hoped 
tvould  give  them  an  opportunity  of  caballing  with  Ayejbd^  and 
of  executing.  In  conjundion  with  her,  the  pernicious  fcheme 
they  had  formed.     AJi  was  fufficiently  aware  of  thisg  tho*  he 
permitted  them  to  go  to  M^cca^  (or  thereafon  they  afflgned. 
However,  he  was  determined  to  have  a  ftridl  eye  upon  them^ 
;md  narrowly  to  watch  all  their  proceedings  in  that  place  K 
A  firing        Things  being  in  this  fituation,  a  civil  war,  or  rather  an 
party        open  rebellion,  foon  feemed  abfolutely  inevitable.   Every  ftep 
formed      that  was  taken  on  both  fides,  that  is,  by  the  MotazaliteSy  or 
^f'V      Separatifts^  for  fo  thofe  who  adhered  to  the  YiO\xk  of  Ommty ah 
^^  were  called,  and  the  Khalifa  after  this,  manifeftly  tended  to  4 

rupture.  The  Motazalites  in  a  little  time  bad  two  confider-p 
lible  armies  on  foot,  ready  to  enter  upon  a£^ion  %  one  under 
the  command  of  MoAwiyah  in  Syrian  and  another  headed  by 
Ayejha^  Telha^  and  Zob^ir^  at  Aiecca^  that  began  to  be  in  mo- 
tion. The  Khalifa  contrary  to  the  falutary  aulvice  given  him 
hy  Abdallab  Ebn  yfbiasy  jefolvcd  to  remove  all  the  governors 
of  provinces  who  had  their  pofts  affigned  them  by  Otbmdn^ 
and  to  appoint  others  in  their  room,  that  he  coutd  intirely  de-* 
pend  upon.  In  purfuance  of  which  refolution,  he  difbatcbed 
^ahel  Ebn  Hariif^  the  AnfaTy  to  Syria ;  Kais  Ebn  Sdii  to 
Bppt  \  Otbmdn  Ebn  Hanif  to  Bafra  j  Ammdrah  Ebn  Sahal 
to  Lfifa  \  and  Abd'allah  Ebn  Abbas  to  Yaman.  Sahet  being 
arrived  at  7^bu£,  on  the  confines  of  Syria^  met  a  party  of 
hor(e  that  had  been  fent  thither  by  Modwiyahy  whofe  com- 
mander obliged  him  to  return  home.  A  great  number  of  the 
Egyptians  refufed  to  receive  Kais^  and  to  fubmit  to  Ali^s  go- 
vernment, till  the  murderers  of  Othmin  had  been  brought  to 
j[uflice.  Otbmdn  Ebn  Hanif  found  the  people  divided  at  Bafra ; 

*  Al  Marin  &  Gr^Q.    AbuVFaraj,  ubi  fup.    Ebw  Ai, 
A7HIR9  P'^f;Rs»L.  ubi  fup, 

bow 


€!.«•  ^ie  Hi/hry  qf  th  Arabi; 

howerer,  wMl  feme  difficulty^  he  took  poffiffion  of  his  poll ; 
but  Che  C^am  being  determined  not  to  acknowledge  the  new 
KbaGf^  Ammdrah  was  obliged  tareCurn  to  Jli^  with  the  news 
of  thietr  reiidution*  Jbfallab  Etn  Akkdt  was  recciTed  in  Ta^ 
man ;  but,  before  his  arrival,  l^/r,  who  had  received  his  com* 
miffion  from  Othm&n^  plundered  the  treafiiry,  made  the  beft 
of  Ihs  way  to  Mieca^  and  depofited  the  money  in  the  handa 
tS^Ayefioj  TeOki^  and  Zaieir.  In  the  mean,  time,  J/i  made 
the  necel&ry  difpoGtions  for  his  defence,  and  was  joined  i^  the 
jff^rSjWho  came  over  te  him  almoft  unanimoufiy  in  abody ^ 

MoA  wi¥ AH  having  driven  S^hfl  Ebn  Hamf  oat  of  Syria^  Moawi- 
afiembted  a  body  of  troops  on  the  frontieis,  as  weU  as  a  nu-  yah  V#. 
mefouaaciny»  to  take  vengeance  of  the  murderers  of  Otbm^n^  ciaret 
He  dtd  his  utmeft  to  inipire  the  people  under  his  govemment^^^'^ 
wif^  an  abhorrence  of  AU,  whom  he  r epsefented,  on  all  oc-  ^''*- 
cafiofis,  as  the  principal  perfeii  concerned  in  the  aflkflination 
of  hi»  predecefibr.  He  expofed  en  the  pdpit  the  bloody 
flurt  in  which  CHbman  was  murdered,  with  his  wife's  fingers^ 
that  were  cut  oS  when  that  tragedy  was  aded,  fixed  upon  ie, 
ta  public  view.  Tlus  fo  iacen^d  the  Syrian  forces,  thai 
they  vowed  to  revenge  the  violent  death  ^(  Otbman ;  an<l 
were  undoubtedly  fmcere  ia  their  refolution.  j^t  as  for  Ayijha 
and  her  aflbciates,  they  were'  not  at  all  difpleaftd  with  the 
murder  oi  Othmdn^  having  in  reality  been  deeply  concerned 
in  chat  murder ;  but  only  exclaimed  againft  that  barbarous 
aSion,  in  order  to  be  forni(bed  with  a  pretext  to  take  u|f 
arms,  and  to  be  fupportcd  by  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  in 
diehr  attempts  aeainft  the  preilent  Khallf,  This  was  very 
weQ  known  to  JU^  though  Adoawsyah  feems  to  have  been 
a  ftranger  to  it.  SaM  arrived  at  Medina  juft  before-  the 
departure  of  Telha  and  Zgbeir  for  Mecca  ^  and,  by  thd* 
news  he  brought  from  Syria^  they  plainly  perceived  that  t 
ffupture  with  Moawiyah  was  at  hand.  However,  the  Khalifa 
proteibly  with  a  view  of  concealing  from  them  his  true  inten- 
tions, declared  his  refolution  to  make  ufe  of  all  pof&ble  expe« 
dknts  to  prevent  at  leaft  the  fpeedy  commencement  of  hoftili- 
ties.  He,  therefore,  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  M4moiyah  in 
Syriay  and  another  to  Abu  MAfa  at  Cufa^  with  a  letter  to  each 
of  thofe  commanders,  in  order  to  difpofe  them  to  an  accom- 
modation.  With  regard  to  the  latter,  the  overtures  made 
him  on  this  occaiion  were  fo  advantageous,  that  he  feems  to 
have  immediately  clofed  with  them.  For,  in  anfwer  to  ^/I's 
letter,  he  afiured  him,  'that  all  the  CAfans  were  intirely  at  hia 
(ervice;  and  moreover  fent  him  a  lift  of  thofe  who  came  in 
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firft  of  their  own  accord,  as  well  as  of  thofe  who  afterwards 
followed  their  example.  It  can,  therefore,  fcarce  be  doubted 
but  Mi^  at  leaft,  confirmed  Abu  Miifa  in  his  government  of 
Cufa^  if  he  did  not  make  fome  farther  conceffions  to  that  ge- 
neral. As  for  Modwiyah^  he  did  not  fo  much  as  vouchfafe 
the  KhaUf  an  anfwer,  till  a  coniiderable  time  after  his  letter 
came  to  hand.  Then  he  fent  one  by  a  courier,  difpatched 
for  that  purpofe  to  Medina^  fealed  up,  with  the  following  di- 
jediop:  /r«»i  Moawiyah  to  Ali.  This  the  iCitfi^  opened, 
and  found  it  to  be  a  mere  blank,  not  fo  much  as  a  iingle 
word  being  vifible  in  it.  Turning  then  to  Mcdwiyab^s  cou- 
rier, he  afted  him,  <^  What  news  was  ftirring  iii  Syria?" 
To  which  the  meflenger  replied,  <'  There  are  no  lefs  than 
^'  60,000  men  in  arms  under  Otbmdn*s  (hirt,  which  isereSed 
^'  as  a  ftandard  upon  the  pulpit  2X  Damafcus**  Ait  then 
afked,  <<  Whether  or  no  they  required  the  blood  of  Othmdn 
<^  at  his  hands  ?"  At  the  fame  time  he  called  God  tp  wit- 
nefs  that  he  was  innocent  of  it,  and  implored  the  divine  af- 
iiflance.  As  he  could  view  Modwiyah^s  pretended  letter  in 
no  other  light  than  that  of  a  token  of  the  utmoil  defiance 
^  and  contempt,  and  the  troops  ailembled  under  Othman*%  fhirt 

were  deflined  to  a£t  againfi  him,  he  told  Ziydd^  who  fat  by 
him,  that  a  war  in  Syria  was  inevitable  ;  which  Ziydd  foon 
communicated  to  the  people.  The  Khalif  then  wrote  circu- 
lar letters  to  the  different  provinces  of  Arabia^  ordering  them 
'  to  fend  him  a  proper  number  of  recruits ;  and  exhorted  his 

fubjeds  to  diflinguifh  themfelves  in  the  war  they  were  going 
to  enter  upon  againft  the  difturbers  of  the  public  repofe.  Wc 
are  told  by  Dionyfius  Telmarenfts^  as  well  as  Theopbanes^  that, 
about  this  time,  Moawiyah  was  actually  proclaimed  Kbalif^ 
and  inaugurated,  by  the  weflern  provinces,   or,  in  other 
]0rords,  the  Syrian  and  Egyptian  troops  f . 
'Aycfha         Telha  and  Zobeir  having  made  their  efcape  to  Mecca^ 
htgins  ife/r  under  the  pretext  of  performing  the  pilgrimage  thither,  gave 
■  piarchfor  a  lamentable  account  of  the  murder  of  Otbman^  aggravating 
Saljra.       extremely  every  circumflance  of  that  barbarous  adiion,  te 
Ayejba ;  thinking  by  this  means,  as  in  reality  they  did,  to 
make  ihemfelves  more  agreeable  to  her.    Not  long  after  their 
^  arrival,  Yali^  Otbmdn\  governor  of  Yaman^  likewife  arrived 

at  Mecca^  and  delivered  the  public  money  he  had  brought 

with  him  into  the  hands  of  Ayejha^  un^tr  whofe  aufpices 

Ttlha  and  Zobeir  were  jufl  beginning  to  ad.     This  commu« 

'  ji.cating  life  and  adivity  to  then  councils,  ihey  foon  afTem- 
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bled  z  body  of  troops,  with  which»  in  conjun^pn  vnth  tSbt 
forces  of  the  houfe  of  Ommyah^  they  propofed  to.  inarch 
aninil  jIU^  and  bis  adherents.    To  this  Ayfjha^  who  put  }wr-. 
idf  at  the  head  of  thefe  troops  was  excited  by  the  account 
of  the  diftrai3ed  iituation  of  the  Khalifa  affairs  at  Medina^ 
(he  had  received  from  7elba  and  Zoteir.    They  were,  how-^ 
ever,  at  a  lofs  for  fome  time  what  place  to  chufe  for  the 
icene  of  their  military  operations.    Jyejba  was  for  ffariking  at 
the  root,  and  marching  4ire£Uy  to  Midina^  where  AlPs  a&ira 
were  fb  miferably  embarrafled ;  others  were  of  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  the  moft  proper  to  join  the  Syrian  army  under  the 
command  of  Moawiyab ;  and,  lalUy,  others  believed  that  the 
good  of  the  common  caufe  required  them  to  move  as  fopn  as 
poffible  to  Bafra^wYitit  Telha  had  a  coniiderable  intereft.  After 
mature  deliberation,  the  laft  expedient  was  pitched  upon  aa 
the  moft  conducive  to  the  attainment  of  the  falutary  end  they 
had  in  view }  and  therefore  public  notice  was  ^ven  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Meeca^  that  '^  as  the  mother  of  the  faithful,  with 
<^  Tilha  and  Zcbeiry  was  upon  the  point  of  fetting  out  for. 
^^  Bafray  all  who  were  defirous  of  (upporting  the  true  reU* 
^  eion,  and  revenging  the  death  of  Othmdnj  might  join  the 
*'  K>rces  that  attended  her  in  this  expedition,"    This  pro* 
duced  a  very  good  efFed.    For,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  J^^- 
ians  reinforced  the  troops  flie  had  already  on  foot  with  a  body 
of  600  men,  and  at  leaft  an  equal  number  of  camels;  fo 
that,  at  her  departure  out  of  Mecca^  fhe  found  herfelf  at  the 
head  of  1000  Arabsy  all  determined  to  fight  for  the  faith, 
which  they  apprehended  to  be  in  danger  by  the  advancement 
of  y/li  to  the  KbaUfaty  with  the  moft  undaunted  bravery. 
The  camel  on  which  Ayejha  rode,  that  had  been  prefented  to 
her  by  Mtnbahy  was  called  Al  A/car ^  that  is,  the  arinyy  and 
coft  an  hundred  dinars.    Mounted  on  this  camel  in  a  litter, 
{he  led  her  forces  out  of  Mecca  %  which,  by  the  acceffion  of 
feveral  other  parties  of  Arabs  on  their  march,  before  her  ar- 
rival at  Bafray  formed  a  body  of  about  3000  men.     The 
firft  place  to  which  fhe  advanced  was  Jowaby  a  village  of  no 
great  note,  iituated  upon  a  rivulet  of  the  fame  name  <. 

Upon  Ayejha*%  approach  to  Jawaby  all  the  dogs  in  the  place  jf^j  ^^ 
met  her  in  a  body,  and  barked  at  her  with  great  fury.     Asri<i,ei 
(he  had  a  mind  to  reft,  or  rather  halt,  here,  the  made  ufe  of  there. 
this  accident  as  a  pretext  to  take-up  her  lodging  in  that  vil- 
lage.    She  declared,  that  the  prophet  himfeif  had  once  inti- 
'  mated  to  his  wives  on  a  journey,  in  her  hearing,  that  it  yras 
advifable  to  lodge  within  the  barking  of  the  dogs  of  Jowdb^ 

t  Ebn  Al  ATMXft,iibi  fup.  AiMakjk,  obi  fup.  p.  37.  Greo, 
A^vVFaraj^  abi  fap.  p.  ^86. 

and 


\ 


r«  Tie  Hf/hry  rf  she  Arabs?  RL 

aocf  had  even  preceded  tht  prefent  uncommcn  event.    After 
citing^'  therefore,  a  pafl&ge  of  the  KordHy  Ac  ftniek  her  ca- 
mel on  the  leg  to  make  him  kneel,  inordkr  to  dHnoiint ;  re- 
viving to  remain  there  at  leaftfttefdlowingnigh^   ButTettfa 
2XiAZ(fbeir  knowing  of  what  vaft  importance  a  forced  march 
wou}^  be  to  them  at  this  critical  jun^ure,  when  diey  appre* 
ftended  that  itfi  wottid  fooh  come  up  with  them,  prevailed  up- 
on fifty '  peribns  to  fwear^  that  this  niNage  went  by  another 
name ;  though  this  did  not  enable  them  to  divert  Aye^a  from 
her  former  refolution.  At  hft,  by  order  of  thofe  commanders, 
one  of  the  foldiers  cried  out,  **  Make  haAe,  make  hafte,  AE 
•^  appears  behind  us.**    Upon  which,  they  all  refumed  thetr 
march  with  the  utilioft  c^erity.    This  the  Afe/km  writers 
own  to  have  been  a  folemn  public  He,  and  aflert  it  to  lu^e 
^  been  the  firft  that  was  told  between  the  commencement  of 
ipamifin  and  tl)|s  prefent  defe£Uon  of  Aytfl^a.    Be  that  as  it 
win,  t^e  trooffe  under  her-  command  being  terrified  by  this 
rumor,  propagated  without  any  manner  of  foundation,  made 
the  bcft  of  ^eir  way  to  Bafra^  where  they  arrived  much 
(boner  than  was  expefted,    fn  the  mean  time,  MoSwsyah  re- 
ceiving advice  of  the  vigorous  refolution  taken  by  Ayeft^a^  and 
her  march  to  Bafra^  was  greatly  animated  by  thofe  pmfperous 
events.     This  mduced  him  to  fend  her  a  confiderable  rein- 
forcement, which  joined  the  forces  under  her  condud  before 
dxey  reached  Bafra.    IBj  the  acceffion  of  which,  and  ether 
auxiliary  troops,  her  army  foon  amounted  to  30^000  men.   It 
has  been  already  obferved,  that  Otbman  Bbn  Hanifvf2&  AVf% 
governor  of  that  place  **. 
ihi  takes       Othm  AN  Ebk  Hanif  having  been  informed  of  the  ene- 
Saira.       my*s  approach,  refohred  to  reconnoitre  them  with  a  party  of 
the  garifon;  tho'  he  was  fenfiUe  that  the  troops  hecommandetf 
in  the  town  would  make  but  a  very  feeble  refiftance.    He 
foon  feil  in  with  the  iranguard  of  Ayejha^s  army,  vrtiich  he  very 
•'CrfflUy  attacked ;   but  was  defeated  after  a  fliarp*  fkirmilh, 
wherein  he  had  forty  of  his  men  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  was 
himfelf  taken  prifonen     Ebn  Al  Athir  relates,  that  Othman 
having  received  two  meflcngers  from  Ayejha^  with  repeated 
foUicitations  to  join  her,  in  order  to  revenge  the  tragical  exit 
tJlOibman  Ebn  Affdn^  dtfpatched  a  courier  to  the  Khalifa  to 
know  what  part  he  was  to  ad  on  this  occafion;  and  received 
for  anfwer,  that  as  Ayejhay  Telha^  and  Zobeir^  had,  by  that 
expedition^  declared  war  againfl  the  whole  Arab  nation,  not- 
withftanding  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him  the  two  latter  had 
taken,  he  was  to  oppofb  them  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  if 
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Boiling  lefe  ftan  t%e  elcSSon  of  a  new  Khi^fanAfi  iiKhice 
them  tD  lay  down  chdr  arms.  The  fame  atithor  alfe  InfM'ois 
-ns^  Aat,  before  the  courier  wa$  dt^atched  to  JKy  feveral 
bloody  fkirinilhes  happened  between  yffe/ta*s  troops  and  T/A 
ia*$  party  in  the  town  on  one  fide,  and  Othmdn*%  forctsi  with 
the  Bafrans^thBt  adhered  to  jflij  on  the  other ;  in  the  principal 
of  which  Otbman  was  worfted,  and  16ft  a  confiderable  number 
of  men.  He  likewife  farther  relates,  that»  during  the  abfence  of 
ihe  fame  coiurier,  Tilba  and  Zoheir  found  means,  by  farour  of 
atempeftuous  night,  to  poft  themfeives  with  a  pretty  fhong 
party  in  the  mofque  ztBaJra;  from  whence  they  faOted  out 
upon  Otpman*^  men,  cut  about  forty  of  them  in  pieces,  took 
die  commander  himfelf  prifoner,  and  fcn%  fahn  to  Jyefitn 
But^  with  regard  to  the  fate  of  that  general,  the  orientd 
writers  are  not  perfeAiy'  agreed.  One  of  them  £iys,  that 
yfyefim  at  firil  refolved  to  put  him  to  death,  but  waa  after- 
wards prevailed  upon  bv  one  of  the  women  about  her  to  con- 
Tert  that  puniihment  mto  forty  ftripes,  and  im{)rironment ; ' 
whereaa  another  affirms,  that^<f^a  commanded  his  beard 
mi  eye-brows  to  be  tore  out  by  the  roots^  and  then,  after  t 
ihort  confinement,  difmifTed  him.  Be  this  as  it  will,  Jjefinft 
troops,  without  much  difHcuhy,  and  with  a  very  fmall  efFufioit 
of  blood,  made  themfelves  maftersof  £^^,  and  plundered 
-/fJSTs  treafury  there.  Upon  Othman  Ehn  Hamf^  arrtvaF  a£* 
tcrwards  at  AV%  camp,  he  met  with  a  gracious  reception  from 
the  Klbalif\  who  aflured  him,  that  he  could  not  fail  of  re- 
ceiving an  ample  reward  from  God  for  what  he  had  fuflered 
on  account  of  his  fidelity  to  the  emperor  of  the  faithful  ^. 

As  ibon  as  AU  bad  received  the  bad  news  of  the  loft  of  All 
B^rcj  he  made  a  formal  fpeech  to  the  people,  who  had  htttLmarebn 
amnbled  on  this  occafion^and  defired  their  sdfiflance.     But,ii^«/^ 
Botwithflanding  he  was  extremely  well  betoved,  was  ac-^''*,  «»' 
knowleged  by  all  to  have  been  fairly  eleded,  and  was  the  '"'^w/i  ^ 
befl  orator  of  the  age,  he  could  not,  with  all  the  eloquence  ^*^ 
he  was  mafler  of>  for  fome  time,  prevail  upon  them  to  give  a™^* 
dedfive  anfwer  in  his  favour.     i^iyAd  Ehn  Hantelab,  per- 
ceiving this,  flept  to  AS  of  his  own  accord,  and  faid,  <^  Who- 
•*  fbever  retreats,  we  will  advance."    Upon  which,  two  An^ 
Brsy  dodors  of  the  law,  flood  up,  and  pronounced,  the  fol- 
lowing decifion  :  ''  Th^  Imam  Othmdny  mailer  of  the  two 
<*  teftimonies,  did  not  die  by  the  mafler  of  the  two  teflimo- 
**  flics  ;'*  that  is,  in  other  words,  **  Ali  is  not  guilty  of  the 
••  death  of  Othman**'    Where,  by  the  two  teftimonies,  we      .  '^ 
tie  to  underfkand  the  two  articles  of  the  Mohanmedan  fiiith^ 

;  *  Ism.  Abulpbd.   Ebk  Al.  AtHiR,    Al  Makin,  k  Grbq^ 
Aiy  Vf  ARA  j,  abt  fop.  D'if£RBBL,BibI.  orient,  in  art,  ^i. 
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^b0ri  if  hut  wn/  Gop ;  Mohammed  is  the  apoftU  of  God* 
Which  fentence,  formally  pronounced  in  favour  o^yili^  foon 
induced  the  jinfdrty  and  the  body  of  the  people,  to  efpoufe 
his  quarreU  The  firft  of  the  Jnjars^  who  exerted  himfelf  at 
this  jundure,  was  Abu  Kotadaky  and  he  was  fupported  by 
0mm  Salmay  who  obliged  her  coufin-german  to  attend  the 
Khfilif  in  the  expedition  he  propofed  to  undertake  for  the 
recovery  of  Bafra.  AU  afterwards  made  him  governor  of 
Bahrein.  Being  refblved,  if  poffible,  to  bring  the  rebels 
back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  he  left  Medina  at  the  head  of 

?00  men,  and  advanced  to  Arrahdah^  where  he  was  joined 
y  his  fon  Hafan  with  another  body  of  troops.  That  young 
prince  here  took  the  liberty  to  cenfure  his  father's  conduft^ 
and  told  him,  that  the  difficulties  in  which  at  prefent  he 
found  himfelf  involved,  were  owing  partly  to  his  not  aban- 
doning Medina^  when  Othmdn  was  befi^d  in  his  palace 
there;  partly  to  his  being  inaugurated  before  he  had  been  re- 
cognized by  all  the  provinces ;  and  partly  to  the  defign  he  had 
formed  of  reducing  Ayejha^  and  her  two  aflbciatcs,  by  force 
of  arms^  before  he  had  tried  what  could  be  efFefled  by  pa- 
cific meafures.  Againfl  all  which  points  of  condu£l,  he  faid, 
he  had  before  advifed  him ;  and  added,  that  his  refusing  to 
comply  with  fuch  falutary  advice  might  prove  of  fatal  confe- 
quence  to  him.  But  to  this  Ali  replied,  that,  had  he  aban- 
doned Medina^  when  his  predeceflbr  was  furrounded  by  his 
rebellious  fubjeds  there,  he  fhould,  in  all  probability,  have 
met  with  that  prince's  unhappy  fate  himfelf;  that,  had  he  de- 
ferred his  inauguration  till  the  body  of  the  Mojlems  had  ac- 
kno,wleged  him,  he  fhould  have  offered  an  injury  to  the  y/n- 
farsy  in  whom  the  right  of  elefling  a  KhalifYf^s  lodged  j  and 
that,  lailly,  had  he  fat  fi:ill  at  home,  and  negle£led  the  means 
of  his  own  prefervation,  by  refuting  to  make  the  necelTary 
preparations  for  his  defence,  after  the  public  declaration  of 
Ayejha^  Telha^  and  Zobeir^  of  their  intention  to  depofe  him, 
he  fhould  have  animated  them  in  their  rebellion,  and  mufl 
necefTarily  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  their  ambition.  He,  there- 
fore, injoined  his  fon  filence,  and  ordered  him  to  acquiefce  in 
the  meafures  that  had  been  taken.  In  the  mean  time,  u//i*s 
army  was  reinforced  by  various  parties  of  Arabs^  that  were 
continually  joining  him  in  his  camp  ^. 
Ali  njorites  WHILST  the  Arab  forces  under  Ali  lay  incamped  at  Arrab-^ 
totbeptO'  dahy  the  ^A^?/^  difpatched  Mohammed  Ebn  Abu  Bear  and 
pie  of  C\xh  Mohammed  Ebn  Jaafar^  with  a  letter  to  his  friends  at  Cufa^ 
and  Me-  He  did  not  prefs  them  in  this  letter  to  declare  openly  for  hun, 
dina. 

^  £bk  Al  Athir,  ubi  fup.     D'Herbel.  Bibl.  orient  p.  89. 
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but  only  to  difpofe  the  Motazalites  to  an  accommodation^  He 
extolled  their  fidelity  to  him,  and  aflured  them,  that  he  re- 
pofed  a  greater  confidence  in  them  than  in  any  of  his  other 
fubjefis.  He  likewife  told  them,  that  he  hoped  providencey 
by  means  of  their  interpofition,  would  heal  the  breaches  that 
had  been  made  amongft  the  MoJUms^  and  reftore  peace  and 
unanimity  to  their  councils.  The  Kbalif  alfo  fent  to  Mer 
dina  for  farther  aiEftance,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  proie** 
cute  the  war  with  vigour  5  and  received,  in  a  ibort  time,  from 
thence  a  very  copious  fupply  of  horfes,  arms,  and  other  im- 
plements of  war.  In  one  of  his  public  harangues  to  the 
troops,  he  exhibited  to  their  view,  in  the  ftrongeft  light,  the 
ineftimable  bleiEng  they  enjoyed  by  the  propagation  of  the 
true  religion  nmongft  them  \  which  had  efFe£led  fo  happy  a 
union  amongft  all  their  tribes,  that  were  before  rendered 
contemptible  by  their  animofities  and  divifions.  At  the  (amc  ' 
time,  he  did  not  fail  reminding  them,  that  they  enjoyed  an 
uninterrupted  repofe  amongft  themfelves  till  the  death  oiOth^ 
man ;  from  whence  the  devil  took  occafion  to  fow  amonglt 
them  the  feeds  of  diflenfion ;  which  would  prove  their  de-^ 
flrudion,  unlefs  they  could  prevail  upon  Goo,  by  imploring 
his  afliftance,  to  avert  the  impending  e^dl.  Then  adoring 
himfelf  to  his  fon,  he  aflured  him,  that  the  time  would  come 
when  the  Moftems  Ihould  be  divided  into  feventy-three  fe£ts  i 
the  worft  of  which  would  be  that  which  (hould  fet  him  at 
nought,  and  not  follow  his  example.  He,  therefore,  advifed 
him,  as  being  now  forewarned,  always  to  confider  the  Koran 
as  his  guide  and  rule  of  faith,  whatever  diftradions  might  hap- 
pen in  the  ftate,  to  adhere  to  IJtdm  as  his  religion,  and  never  to 
deviate  from  the  diredtions  of  Mohammed,  After  he  had  given 
this  falutary  advice  both  to  the  army  under  his  command,  and 
his  (on,  he  made  the  neceflary  difpofitions  fpr  moving  towards 
the  enemy  ^  having  received  advice,  that  they  were  incamped 
in  the  neighbdurhood  oiBafra  ^ 

Before  the  army  decamped  from  Jrrabdahy  Ebn  RefaaHtujoin' 
demanded  of  the  Khalifa  **  what  he  would  have,  and  whither  ^^^  « 
•*  he  intended  to  conduft  the  Moflem  troops  then  ready  top^^y  ^f 
«  aa  under  his  command?"     T9  which  he  replied,  *'  Ithetriht 
•*  would  have  the  rebels  to  accept  of  peace*;  but  if  they^^*y*' 
"  refufe  this,  I  would  leave  them  to  their  own  temerity^™"* 
•*  and  prefumption."     **  What  is  to  be  the  confequencc^^' 
«  of  that  ?'•    faid  Ehn.  Refaa.     «  We  will   fufFer  them," 
anfwered  y///,  "  to  perfift  jn  their  wicked  oppoCUon,  with- 
**  out  hurting  them,  as  long  as  they  abftain  from  any  ads 

'  Ebn   Al  Athir,   ubl  fup.     D^Hsrbbl,  Biblioth.  orient. 
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^  of  violence ;  but  if  they  (hatl  think  fit  to  attack  us^  vrt 
<*  will  defend  ourfclves.  **  Upon  which,  one  of  the  An* 
Jars  then  prcfent  told  the  Khal?/,  that,  « though  he  liked 
^<  his  difcouife,  his  conduct  by  no  means  pleafed  him;*' 
adding,  with  an  oath,  that,  ^  as  be  had  given  their  body  the 
«  nam^  of  Anfars^  or  helpers^  he  would  help  God,  by  af- 
**  fitting  him  to  the  utmofl:  of  his  power."  Soon  aftcr^  Ali 
was  joined  by  a  party  of  the  tribe  of  Tay^  whofe  leader,  Saii 
Ehtt  Obeidy  addrefled  him  in  the  following  terms  :  *<  O  em- 
*'  peror  of  the  faithful!  fome  ihens  hearts  do  not  correfpond 
0  **  With  their  tongues ;  but  that  is  not  the  cafe  with  me.     I 

^*  have  always  had  for  thy  perfon  the  greateft  refped  and  ve* 
*^  neration ;  and  will  not  fail  fighting  thine  enemies  where- 
^^  foever  I  find  them.  I  confider  thee  as  a  per  ion  endued  with 
**  the  moft  excellent  qualifications  of  any  in  the  prcfent  age.** 
Upon  this  cordial  declaration  in  his  favour,  Ali  gave  him  hi3 
benediSion,  by  faying,  *«  God  have  mercy  upon  thee  ;**  and 
aflured  him,  that  he  was  perfedly  fatished  with  the  fin- 
cerity  of  his  intentions.  The  tribe  pf  Tay  was  feated  in  a 
mountainous  diflri£l,  whofe  capital  was  called  Taima^  between 
Al  Tbalabiyq  and  Al  Hejr^  at  almofl  an  equal  diftance  from 
each  of  thofe  places.  There  was  a  c^aflle  here  in  the  days  of 
Abulfeda^  called  Al  Ablak ;  which  name  was  given  it  by  Al 
Sbamul  Ebn  Adhia^  according  to  that  celebrated  writer.  Not 
long  after  the  arrival  of  Said  Ebn  Obeid  at  the  Mojkm  camp, 
another  body  of  Arabs^  compofed  of  the  tribe  oi  Afed^  and 
•  part  of  that  of  Tay^  offered  their  fervice  likewife  to  the  Kha^ 
Uf\  but  he  difmifl'ed  them  in  a  courteous  manner ;  telling 
'  them,  that,  betides  the  Anfarsy  he  had  a  fuflicient  number  of 
the  Mohajerin  to  attend  him  in  die  expedition  ^, 
AbaMufa  Ii*  has  been  already  obferved,  that  Abu  Mufay  the  gover^- 
refu/es  to  nor  of  C///27,  difcovered  an  inclination  to  fupport  Ally  if  he 
join  Ali.  did  not  adually  declare  for  him,  as  Ebn  Al  Athir  gives  us 
reaibn  to  believe  he  did.  But  receiving  advice,  that  Aye/ha^ 
Telha^  and  Z^eify  with  the  forces  under  their  command,  had 
made  themfdves  mailers  oi  Bafray  he  began  to  warp  in  hie 
fidelity  to  the  Khalif.  When  Mohammed  Ebn  Abu  Beer  znd 
Mohammed  Ebn  JaafaTy  therefore,  with  AH^s  letter,  arrived 
at  Cufoy  and  the  people  were  aflembled  in  the  mofque  there, 
as  ufual  on  fuch  occafions,  to  hear  it  read  ;  after  the  contents 
of  it  had  been  communicated  to  them,  not  a  fingle  perfon  of- 
fered to  interpofe  in  favour  of  the  Khalif.  But,  at  lafl,  fome 
of  the  Hadji' Sy  or  pilgrims^  coming  in  towards  the  evening, 

*  Ebn  Al  Athir,  abi^fup:  Ism.  Abulfed.  in  Arab.  p.  34. 
Aat.lib.  Al  Aziz.  Yakut,  in  lexic.  Vide  etiam  Joam.  Gaon^ 
not.  ad  AboUcd.  ubi  fap.  p.  34, 


and  afldog  the  governor  whether  he  intended  to  march  with 
any  troops  Co  the  afifiance  of  Jli  f  Abu  Mufa  exi^ained  him- 
US  on  diat  head  in  the  following  terms :  *<  My  fentiments 
^  yefierday,  and  to-day,  in  relation  to  JU^  are  not  a  little 
**  difefent.  To  remain  at  home  in  a  pacific  pofture  feema 
'^  more  agreeable  to  the  councils  of  heaven  9  but  to  enter  in- 
^*  to  the  war  now  commenced  may  perhaps  appear  more  con- 
^'  Ment  with  the  didates  of  worldly  wifdom.  Therefore  ad 
<c  ^  j^u  0^2]]  (hink  proper/'  To  this  none  of  the  people 
anfwered  a  iingle  word  \  but  i&''s  embafladors  gave  Abu  Mufa 
very  reproachful  language,  for  the  manifeft  partiality  he  had 
difcovered  in  favour  of  Aytjha,  However,  this  he  little  regarded  ^ 
telling  them»  that  ^'  he  would  not  engase  in  their  maller^a 
'*  <}uairel,  un)e&  compelled  to  it  by  abfolute  neceflity,  before 
*'  vengeance  had  been  taken  of  die  murderers  of  Oihman  \ 
*'  and  that  thej  were  at  liberty  to  impart  this  refolution  to 
**  bkn/'  This  anfwer  proved  extremely  agreeable  to  Aytfha^ 
and  her  aflbciates,  who  ftill  remained  with  their  forces  in- 
camped  near  Bafra,  Here  they  propoled  to  wait  for  Ali^  and 
made  the  proper  difpofitions  for  meeting  him  in  the  field,  in 
cafe  on  both  fides  it  Ihould  be  found  neceilary  to  come  to  a 
general  adion  °. 

After  the  departure  of  the  army  from  Arrabiaby  AU  zd-Tbg  C(« 
vanced  to  Dhulkbar  \  where  Otbman  Ebn  Hamf^  the  late  go-  fans  at 
vemor  of  Bafray  waited  upon  him.     Otbman  told  the  Kbalify  l^ftftni^ 
that  **  he  had  fent  him  to  Bafra  with  a  beard  ;  but  muft  re-  bimareim* 
**  ceive  him  from  then.ce  without  one."     "  Thy  fufFerings,'*^^****'* 
iaid  Ali^  <<  are  meritorious.     All  the  Moflems  acquiefced  in 
*'  the  eledion  of  the  three  preceding  Khakfs.    At  laft  I  was 
*^  chofent  as  a  proper  perfon  to  facceed  Otbman ;  nor  did 
*<  either  Telba  or  Zobeir  refufe  a  recognition  of  my  authority. 
^  However,  they  have  fince  violated  the  engagements  they 
<*  entered  into.     But  they  ihall  know,  that  I  am  not  lefs  ca- 
*<  pable  of  doing  myfelf  jufiice  than  any  of  my  predecefibrs." 
As  loon  as  AU  had  received  Abu  Muja*^  anfwer,  which  a* 
mounted  to  a  clear  an^  explicit  denial  of  interefting  himfelf 
in  his  favour,  he  fent  Al  AJhtar^  a  man  of  great  refolution, 
and  Ebn  Abbasy  to  Cufoy  with  a  full  and  unlimited  power  to 
a&  as- they  fbould  think  fit  for  the  good  of  his  fervice.    But 
neither  oou]d  they  prevail  upon  Abu.Mufa  to  enter  into  a  war 
a^unft  Ayijha.    He  advifed  the  people  over  whom  he  prefided 
tx>t  to  entertain  any  thoughts  of  coming  to  a  rupture  widi 
cither  of  the  contexilding  parties ;  but  only  to  receive  the  pet* 
fbn  injured,  if  it  (hould  be  agreeable  to  him  to  accept  of  fuch 
4n  offer,  into  their  houfes,  till  ^tMofitmi  on  both  fides  could 
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be  difpofed  to  an  accommodation.  This  not  a  little  chagrined 
the  Khalif.  However,  he  came  to  a  refolution  to  make  one 
other  eiFort  to  procure  the  affiftance  of  the  Cufans ;  and,  for 
this  purpofe,  difpatched  his  eldeft  fon  Hafan  and  Ammar  tb 
their  city,  with  inftruftions,  that  permitted  them  to  make^  on 
the  part  of  the  Khalifa  any  conceffions  to  Abu  Mufa  that  he 
could  in  rea(bn  defire.  But  this  attempt  likewife,  with  regard 
'Xfy  die  governor,  proved  inefFe£hial ;  he  exerting  himfelf  to 
the  utmoft'of  his  power  to  prevent  the  Cufans  from  comply- 
.ing  with  the  Khalifas  propofals.  This  was  alfo  forfometime 
hindered  by  2eid  Ebn  Sawkhdn^  vwho  read  the  two  letters  he 
had  received  from  Ayejha  \  wherein  ihe  commanded  him  er- 
ther  to  fby  at  home,  or  come  with  a  body  of  troops  to  her 
affiftance.  However,  at  laft  Hafan^  by  a  pathetic  fpeech  he 
made,  wherein,  with  great  art,  he  expatiated  upon  the  perfidy 
aod  prevarication  of  Telha  and  Zobeify  and  the  unheard- (^ 
injury  offered  the  KhaRf^  prevailed  upon  the  people  to  fend  a 
reinforcement  to  the  moflem  army,  commanded  by  Aliy  Aen 
on  its  march  to  Bafra.  Some  authors,  however,  relate,  that, 
whilft  the  two  parties  were  contending  with  great  acrimony 
and  vehemence  in  the  mofque,  Al  AJhtar^  whom  AH  fent  after 
his. fon  Hafarty  found  means  to  feize  the  caftfe  of  Cufahy 
furprize,  with  a  fmall  detachment  affigned  him  for  that  pur- 
pofe  by  the  Khali/;  and  that  he  treated  very  roughly  fome  of 
Abu  Mu/a's  men,  whom  he  found  there.  This,  continue 
they,  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  the  minds  of  the  Cufans  lit 
Alt's  favour,  and  rendered  Abu  Mufa  fo  contemptible  to  them, 
that,  had  he  not  inflantly  clofed  with  the  Khalifas  propofais, 
he  would  have  been  plundered,  and  perhaps  aftaffinated,  by 
the  mob.  Nor  would  this,  after  all,  have  probably  been  pre- 
vented, had  not  M  AJhtar  vigoroufly  interpofed  in  his  favour. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  the  Cufans  immediately  fent  a  bodv  of  8,6oo 
men^  to  reinforce  Ali\  troops  in  the  camp  of  Dulkaar,  This 
we  learn  from  Ebn  Al  Athir ;  tho'  the  Cufan  troops,  deftined 
to  a£l  againft  Ayejha  at  this  time,  did  not  amount  to  above 
6000  men,  according  to  ^iJ^V-Zstir^y  P. 
All  ad-  This  reinforcement  greatly  animated  the  troops  commanded 
niances  to'hjAHi  who,  being  apprized  of  its  approach,  began  imme- 
Bafra.  diately  to  put  themfelves  in  motion.  The  KhaKftnaikU  ad- 
.vanced  at  the  head  of  them  to  meet  the  Cufans;  to  whom, 
,  after  he  had  come  up  with  them,  he  made  a  Ipeech  to  the  M-^ 
lowing  efFeft :  ^S  You  Cufansy*  faid  he,  *'  have  always  di- 
**  flinguiihed  yourfelves  by  your  bravery  and  condufL     You 
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*<  have  dtifperfed  the  forces  of  the  kings  of  Ptrjis^  and  made 
*^  jfourfelves  mafters  of  their  dominions.  You  have  not  onJy 
*^  feciired  youHUves  fW>m  the  infults  of  other  powers,  but 
*^  likewife  aflfbrded  af!iftance  to  your  neighbours.  J  have  de-^ 
*'  fired  your  interpofition,  ih  order  to  bring  about  a  paciika* 
^^  tfon  between  me  and  my  brethren  at  Safra,  I  ihall  not 
*<  fail  perfifting  in  my  defign  to  purfue  gentle  meafures,  till 
•*  they  proceed  tohoftitities  againft  the  troops  under  my  com* 
"  mand.  On  my  part^  nothing  (hall  be  omiited  that  may 
^  forward  an  accommodation,  as  I  (hall  always  prefer  the 
*^  fweets  of  peace  to  the  miieries  and  defolations  of  war/^ 
After  which,  having  before  decamped  from  Dulkhar^  he 
inatched  without  oppoiition  to  Bafra  \  where  be  found  the 
Afoflijn  army  under  Ayejha^  Telha^  and  X^btir^  ready  to  re- 
ceive htm.  The  Khaiifhid  feveral  conferences  with  the  two 
latter  in  the  fight  of  both  armies,  that  now  faced  each  odiei^^  - 
In  one  of  thefe  /fit  demanded  of  Zobiirj  if  he  did  not  re«* 
ifiember  that  M^hMmmed  once  afted  him,  whether  he  loved 
hb  dear  (on  AH  f  and  that,  upon  his  anfwering  in  the  affir- 
mative, the  prophet  told  him,  *^  that,  notwithftanding  this/ 
^*  he  Oiould  prove  the  fource  of  a  long  feries  of  calamities 
**  both  to  him  and  all  the  MoJUms**  Zobeir  made  knfwer^ 
that  '*  he  remembered  this  perfedly  well ;  and  that,  had  he 
^'  recolleded  it  (boner,  he  would  never  have  taken  up  arms 
"•  againft  him."  Some  have  affirmed,  that,  after  this  con- 
ference, Z$beir  difcovered  a  great  reludance  to  come  to  as 
engagement  with  Alt ;  btit  was  confirmed  in  his  former  refo- 
lution  by  Aye/ha^  who  bore  an  imfdacable  hatred  to  the  Khaltfi, 
Others  have  declared,  that  he  was  diverted  from  his  intention 
bf  remaining  neuter  by  his  fon,  who  alked  him,  *^  whether  he 
■*  wa<  afraid  of  AlPs  colours  ?"  and,  upon  his  anfwering  in 
the  negative,  but  afierting,  that  the  oath  he  had  taken  would 
not  permit  him  to  ad  againft  that  prince,  aflured  him,  that 
he  might  firee  himfeif  from  the  obligation  he  was  under  by  the 
manumi^lion  of  a  (lave.  However  this  may  be,^  fuch  an  ex- 
piation of  an  inconfiderate  oath,  which,  by  the  way,  was  very 
different  from  the  oath  taken  by  Zobeir^  as  that  here  men- 
tioned, provided  the  (lave  be  a  Mofltmy  is  allowed  by  the 
gLoTon  P* 

Ths  two  armies  being  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  faced  ^oth  tU 
each  otber  for  fome  time ;  the  commanders  on  both  fides  pre-  Khalifiz/r^ 
tendihg  to  be  extremely  averfe  to  a  general  engagement.  But  Aycflia 
an  accident  happened  the  night  before  the  day  of  the  camtl^t^^P'^^^ 

for  an  en* 
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that  leodered  this  abfolutely  inevitable.  There  were  fomc 
dilbrders  committed  then  in  one  of  the  armies,  the  authors  of 
which  could  never  be  difcovered ;  upon  which,  Telba  and 
Zobeir  were  told  by  certain  perfons^who  muft  have  been  dell* 
fous  of  leaving  the  difpute  about  the  Khalifat  between  AU  and 
jlyejha  to  the  decifion  of  the  fword,  that  the  Cufans  had  fallen 
upon  their  forces  in  the  night.  AUj  faid  they,  will  put  an 
end  to  this  quarrel  by  a  deciilve  adtion  ;  and  therefore  he  has 
fuiFered  iht  Cufans  to  begin  hoftilities.  Being  informed  ol 
this,  the  Khatif  confidered  thefe  rumours  as  an  artifice  of  his 
enemies,  propagated  with  a  defign  to  force  him  to  a  battle; 
and  therefore  he  declared  Ayejha  and  her  afibciates  to  be  the 
aggreflbrs,  and  confequently  imputed  to  them  the  eflFufion  of 
the  MofUm  blood  that  was  to  be  fpllt  in  this  war.  Before  the 
propagation  of  thefe  rumours,  which  gave  infinite  difguft  to 
both  parties,  Ayejha  feemed  greatly  difmayed  at  the  counte« 
nance  of  >//j's  troops,  and  was  indmed  to  have  fettled  with 
him  the  preliminaries  of  a  future  treaty ;  but  after  they  bcr 
came  current,  there  was  no  room  left  for  an  accommodation. 
Ayejha  was  animated  by  defpair,  and  the  Khalif  incenfed  more 
than  ever ;  tho',  in  one  of  the  former  conferences,  he  had  re- 
proached Telha  and  Zcbcir  for  their  infidelity,  and  declared  ia 
the  prefence  of  the  two  armies,  that  the  divine  vengeance 
would  moft  certainly  overtake  them.  Ayfjha^-  in  order  to  in* 
fufe  life  and  vigour  into  her  troops,  was  mounted  on  her  great 
camel,  in  a  pavilion  (or  little  tent,  furrounded  with  curtains, 
wherein  women  were  carried  on  camels  in  the  eaft)  refembling 
a  fort  of  cage,  and  moved  with  great  refolution  from  one 
part  of  her  army  to  another  in  the  heat  of  the  aSion.  Hetice 
it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  day  on  which  the  battle  was  fought 
was  called  thi  day  of  the  camel  by  fome  of  the  Arab  hiftorians  ; 
tho'  the  engagement  itfelf  feems  to  have  been  denominated 
the  battle  of  \hoTaiba  by  Abu'l-Faraj  ^. 
fhi  iattli  The  army  Alt  brought  into  the  field  on  this  occafion  did 
f^  Kiio-  not  exceed  20,000  men,  according  to  Al  Making  but  it  ai- 
raiba.  mounted  to  30,000,  if  we  will  believe  Ebn  Al  Athir.  Ay€jha^% 
forces  are  faid  to  have  confifted  of  30,000  men  by  the  former 
of  thofe  authors,  and  to  have  exceeded  that  number  by  the 
latter ;  fo  that  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  army  com* 
manded  by  Ayefha  was  more  numerous  than  that  of  the  Khalif. 
But  notwithftanding  this,  the  odds  were  apparently  on  Alt*% 
fide.  For  Ayejhd's  troops  were  compofed  of  raw  and  undif- 
ciplined  men,  drawn  together  in  hafte  ;  whereas  thofe  of  the 
KhaLf  were  the  flower  of  the  Mofem  foldiery,  confifting^ 
• 
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diiefly  of  the  Anfars  and  Mohajeriny  as  well  as  the  C^fan  ve^ 
terani,  who  had  fo  eminently  diftinguiibed  themfelves  in  the 
Conqueft  of  Perfia^  and  confequently  fuch  as  might  be  intirely 
depended  upon.  Befides,  AB  himfelf  was  infinitely  fuperior, 
Ik^  in  point  of  valour  and  capacity,  to  any  of  the  enemy's 
generals.  The  difpute,  therefore,  was  not  of  any  Ions  con* 
tinuance ;  the  enemy  being  quicidy  routed.  Ebn  Al  /fthir  re- 
lates, that  Merwan  perceiving  the  vi£tory  to  incline  to  AKy  in 
the  heat  of  the  a£Kon,  faid  to  him,  ^^  Telha  lately  imbrued 
**  his  hands  tn  the  blood  of  Othman^  and  how,  infatuated  by 
*<  ambition,  he  pretends  to  revenge  his  death ;"  and  imme- 
diately letting  fly  an  arrow  at  him,  wounded  him  in  the  leg* 
Upon  which,  his  horfe  throwing  him,  he  called  for  help  i 
£iying  at  the  fame  time,  **  O  God,  take  vengeance  of  me 
<<  for  the  blood  of  Othman^  in  the  manner  thou  ihalt  think 
^  moft  proper.*'  His  man  then  took  him  up  behind  him^ 
and  conveyed  him  to  a  houfe  in  Bafraj  where  he  in  a  very 
fhort  time  expired.  But Juft  before  his  death,  he  faid  to  one 
of  the  Khalifas  men,  **  Give  me  your  hand,  that  I  may  put 
**  mine  into  it,  and  by  that  adion  renew  the  oath  of  fidelity 
<'  to  AUj  which  I  have  already  taken  to  \i\m'*  Of  which 
the  Khallf  being  informed,  declared  publickly,  '*  that  Gob 
^^  would  not  call  Telba  to  heaven,  till  he  had  atoned  for  the 
^^  former  violation  of  his  oath  by  this  laft  proteftation  of  £de« 
'*  lity  to  him»''  As  for  Zobeir^  having  made  his  efcape  out 
of  the  battle,  he  retired  to  a  valley  crolled  by  a  rivulet  called 
Sahaa,  on  the  road  to  Mecca  ;  where  he  found  Hanaf  Ehn 
Kais  incamped  with  a  body  of  troops,  with  which  he  intended 
to  join  the  vidor,  after  the  end  of  the  a&ion.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  there,  Amru  Ebn  farmix^  one  of  Hanaf  ^  men» 
ft]  uck  off  his  head  whilft  he  was  at  prayers,  performing  the 
proftration,  and  carried  it  to  Alt.  But  the  A^^7/^ receiving  it 
with  indignation,  and,  at  the  fight  of  it,  bidding  him  ^^  go 
**  carry  the  good  news  to  Ebn  Safia  in  hcU ;"  he  could  not 
forbear  breaking  out  into  the  following  exclamation  :  '*  You  ' 

<'  iare  the  evil  genius  of  the  MoJIems,  If  a  perfon  delivers 
*<  you  from  any  of  your  enemies,  he  is  prefentiy  doomed ^ to 
*<  hell  for  fuch  deliverance ;  and  if  he  kills  one  of  your  men, 
'^  you  inftantly  pronounce  him  one  of  the  devil's  compa- 
•*  nions."  Then,  not  being  able  to  furvive  the  indignity  of* 
fered  him,  he  dfew  his  fword,  and  put  a  period  to  his  days. 
With  regard  to  Ayejha.  the  vi£^ory  was  by  no  means  com- 
plete, till  the  Jihalif  had  obliged  her  to  make  her  fubmiffioo.'' 
As  long  as  her  camel  flood  upon  his  legs,  her  troops  made  a 
tolerable  refiftance ;  and  Alt  found  it  not  fo  eafy  to  difper(<; 
them.  Al  Tabari  relates,  that  feventy  men,  of  the  Banu  Daba^ 
who  held^is  bridle,  had  their  hands  cut  off  fucceifively  in 
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the  difpute;  and  that  the  pavilion  in  which  (he  (at. was  (luck, 
(b  full  of  javelins  and  arrows^  that  it  refembled  a  porcupine. 
At  laft,  the  camel  was  hamftringed,  and  Ayejha  forced,  to  lie 
there  till  the  concludon  of  the  engagement ;  wheA  Ali  treated 
her  with  great  politenefs,  difmifled  her  in  a  courteous  man- 
ner, and  ordered  his  fons  Haftn  and  Hofein  to  attend  her* 
with  a  fplendid  equipage,  a  day's  journey  on  her  return  home. 
However,  he  thought  fit  afterwards  to  confine  her  to  her  houTe 
2X  Medina^  and*  commanded  her  from  thenceforth  never  to 
concern  herfelf  with  (late^afFairs ;  tho'  he  permitted  ber,  in 
order  to  ingratiate  htmfelf  the  more  with  the  Arabs^  who  ftiH 
retained  a  fecret  regard  and  veneration  for  her,  to  perform  the 
pilgrimage  to  Mtcca.  We  are  told  by  an  Arab  authpr  of  good 
repute^  that,  when  her  camel  Med  her,  Alt  fent  MAamnud 
Ebn  Aim  Beer  to  fee  whether  (he  was  dead  or  alive;  andthat» 
upon  his  prefenting  himfelf  before  her  pavilion,  (he  gave  hina 
^  opprobrious  language.     Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Kboraiba^ 

or,  as  'tis  called  by  EufyMuSy  the  battle  of  the  camil\  wherein 
both  Telha  ind  Zobeir^  who  violated  the  oath  they  had  taken 
to  Ally  loft  their  lives.  The  Arab^  who  killed  the  latter,  is 
named,  by  AbuU  Farajy  Omar  Ebn  JujrmuSj  but,  by  i.bn  Al 
Atbir  and  Al  Makin^  AmruEbn  yarmuz^  as  has  been  already 
obferved.  The  people  of  the  camely^s  AlMakin  calls  Afijba*s 
troops,  according  to  fome  of  the  Arab  writers,  had  8000,  or, 
as  others  fay,  17000  men  killed  in  the  adion;  whereas  the 
whole  lofs  fuftained  by  Alt  did  not  exceed  1000  men.  The 
fpoil  taken  at  this  battle  the  £6tf/i/*diftributed  amon|ft  the 
heirs  of  his  foldiers  who  fell  in  it,  as  a  juft  reward  for  the 
braverv  of  their  fathers  and  relations.  He  alfo  conftituted 
Abd'allah  Ebn  Abbas  governor  of  Bafra ;  and  reprehended, 
with  fome  afperity,  the  people  of  that  place,  for  their  dif* 
affedion  to  him.  From  thenCe  he  went  to  Cufa^  which  he 
made  the  feat  of  his  government.  Some  of  the  Arab  hifto* 
rians  relate,  that,  on  both  fidds,  above  30,000  men  'were 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Khoraiba^  which  was  fought  on  Thurf' 
day^  the  loth  of  the  former  Jornada^  in  the  36th  year  of  the 
JHfejra^  nearly  anfwering  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  6^6  ^ 
Moawi-  After  fo  complete  a  vidory,  Ali  could  have  no  enemies 
yah  di/^  to  contend  with  cither  in  Arabia^  Irdk^  Egypt y  Perfiay  or  Kho^ 
putes  the  rafan  j  fo  that  it  muft  have  rendered  him  extremely  formidable. 
Khalifat  However;  there  was  ftill  a  very  powerful  party  formed  againft 
<wttb  Ali.  Jiim  in  Syria ;  Moawiyab  perfxfting  in  his  refolution  to  difpute 

'Ebn  Al  Athir,  ubi  fup.  Abu  Ja afar  AlTabar.  apud  Al 
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AeKMifiitwkh  him,  ^4  having  all  the  Syrian  troops  at  his 
devotion.  Nolwithftanding  fome  overtures  that  had  been  made 
to  him  by  jfli  for  an  accommodation,  he  refufed  to  acknow- 
ledge him  KMi/i  and  even  ftill  continued  to  animate  the  Sy^ 
riaaSf  in  order  to   advance  his  own  afFairs,   againft  him* 
Wbtlft  matters  were  in  this  fituacion,  Amru  Ebn  Al  Asy  and 
HOC  Amru  Ehn  AU^  as  he  is  called  by  Mr.  Ocklty^  who  com- 
manded in  PalifiifUy  arrived  at  Damafcusy  then  tkerefidence* 
tS Moiwiyahy  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him.     This 
was  dofie  in  the  prefence  of  ail  the  army,  and  had  before  - 
been  coficerted  between  Amru  and  Moawiyah  \  the  latter  hav- 
ing engaged  txy  confer  upon  the  former,  in  orddr  to  procure  ' 
his  affiftance,  the  lieutenancy  of  Egypt^  if  he  could  be  ad« 
vanced  to  the  KhtAifaU    In  confequencc  of  this  recognition 
of  MwwiyaVt  authority,  Amru  gave  his  new  mafter  the  titles 
of  Urwful  Khalif  and  Prince  rf  the  Moslems.    The  fore* 
going  an^ion  was  followed  by  the  acclamations  of  the  people, 
who  iikewife  unanimoufly  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Afodwi^ 
yeby  and  inaugurated  him  by  the  title  of  Emir,^   Al  Makin  re- 
lates)  that  the  Jiri&tf//dirpatched  Kharix  Ebn  Mi^allah  Al Na^ 
b^B  to  DcmafcuSy  to  difpofcModwiyab  to  an  accommodation ; 
but  that  all  his  endeavours  in  this  point  proved  ineiFe&ual  *• 

As  (bon  as  Alt  received  advice  of  thefe  commotions,  he  Ali 
endeavoured,  firft  by  gentle  means,  to  bring  the  rebels  of  Sy*  marches  u 
fis  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty.  But  finding  afterwards,  Seffein. 
that^  the  people  of  that  Jarge  province  had  unanimoufly  de- 
clared againft  him,  he  feared  it  would  be  in  vain  to  fet  on  foot 
any  other  negotiation.  As,  therefore,  he  perceived  it  would 
be  neceilary  to  invade  Syria^  in  order  to  reduce  the  rebels  to 
his  obedience,  he  advanced  to  the  frontiers  at  the  head  of  an 
army  of  70,000  men ;  but  had  fcarce  entered  that  country, 
when  he  was  obliged  to  incamp  upon  a  fpot  of  ground,  where 
he  found  himfelf  gready  diftrefled  for  want  of  water.  In  thcfe 
calamitous  circumftances,  he  met  with  a  Chrijiian  hermit, 
who  told  him,  that  there  was  a  fmall  ciftern  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood;  bur  jthat  this  would  fcarce  fupply  him  with  thiee 
hogfheads  of  water  for  his  troops.  However,  upon  Ali\  fay- 
ing, that  the  antient  prophets  of  the  people  of  Ifrael  formerly 
made  their  abode,  and  dug  a  pit,  there,  the  hermit  farther 
told  him,  that  he  had  been  informed  by  fome  old  men,  that 
there  was  really  a  pit,  or  well,  (hut  up  near  the  place  where 
he  had  incamped,  which,  according  to  a  tradition  pxevailirg 
in  the  country,  could  only  be  difcovered  and  opened  by  a  pro- 
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phet,  or  one  fent  by  him.    Up6n  tliis^  Mi  went  in  queft  of 
It,  foon  found  it,  and  removed  a  ftone  that  covered  it,  of  an 
immenfe  fize,  with  the  greateft  facility ;  which  fo  furprized 
the  hermit,  that  he  immediately  embraced  his  knees,  and 
would  never  after  leave  him.     To  which  fome  of  the  eaftem 
writers  add,  that  this  hermit  prefented  the  Khalif  with  an  old 
parchment  manufcript,  faid  to  have  been  written  by  Simon  Ehn 
Safdy  or  Simon  Cephas^  that  is,  Simon  Peier^  or  St.  Peter^ 
ftjrnamed  Cephas^  one  of  the  apoflles  of  Jesus  Christ, 
which  contained  an  account  of  the  advent  of  Mohammed^  of 
the  arrival  of  his  lawful  fucceflbr  in  thofe  parts,  and  of  the 
miraculous  difcovery  of  this  well.  After  Ali  had  returned  God 
thanks  for  fo  fignal  a  bleiling,  and  furniihed  his  troops  with  a 
fufEcient  quantity  of  water,  he  continued  his  march  to  Sef- 
fein^  a  place  between  Syria  and  Irak^  where  Modwiyah  had 
pofted  himfelf  with  an  army  of  80,000  men.    Before  his  ar- 
rival there,  Ali  fent  a  ftrong  detachment,  under  the  command 
of  4/btar  Al  Nakhaiy  to  attack  a  body  of  troops  pofted  by 
Moiwiyah  on  that  part  of  the  road  leading  to  the  Euphruus^ 
in  order  to  render  it  impradicable,  and  impede  the  Khaltf*% 
inarch.    AJhtar  executed  his  orders  with  fo  much  bravexy,  that 
he  drove  the  enemy  from  their  poft,  cut  feveral  of  them  in 
pieces,  and  opened  a  paflage  for  the  army  to  Seffein.    Ac- 
cording to  Al  MakiHy  Aii^s  troops  amounted  to  90,obo  men, 
and  Modwiyah^s  to  1 20,000 ;  fo  that,  if  this  author  is  to  be 
credited,  all  the  Mofiem  forces  on  both  fides,  aflembled  on 
this  occafion,  confmed  of  210,000  men  K 
Tke  battle     TOWARDS  the  clofe  of  the  36th  year  of  theHejraj  the 
^Seffein.  two  armies  came  in  fight  of  each  other,  and  fcemed  to  be 
ready  to  enter  upon  anion.    Some  (kirmiflies  happened  be- 
tween their  advanced  guards,  wherein  neither  the  KbaEf  nor 
Modwiyab  fuftained  any  confiderable  lofs.     The  firft  month 
of  the  following  year  was  fpent  in  attempts  to  forward  an  ac-  ' 
commodation ;  but  without  tStSt.    The  next  month,  being 
Safar^  they  began  to  fight  in  parties,  or  plottoons,  without 
hazarding  a  general  engagement.     The  continuance  of  theie 
encounters  is  varioufly  related  by  the  Arab  hiftorians.     Some 
extend  it  to  forty  days,  others  to  an  hundred,  and  others  to 
an  hundred  and  ten.     In  that  fpace,  Ali  loft  5000,  or,  as 
others  fay,  25,000  men,  twenty-fix  of  whom  had  been  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  prophet,  attended  him  at  the  batde 
of  Bedr^  and  were  dignified  with  the  title  of  the  Companions, 
The  molt  famous  of  thefe  wT&AmmarEbnJaJfar^  or  rathery7>n- 
ffidrEbn  Ydftr^  AlPs  general  of  the  horfe,who  was  about  ninety 

*  Ism.  AiiuLFED/ubi  fup.  D'Hbrbel.  Biblloth.  orient,  p.oi* 
}oH  1.42.  Mat.x.  2.  XV].  16.  Greg.  Abu^l-FakaJx  ubi  iup« 
p.  188.  AlMakin,  ttbifup.  p.  39, 
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Jtasn  of  age,  and  had  been  in  three  feveral  engagements  with 
MAanantd\i\mk\L  The  Syrian  forces  fuiFered  ftill  more  than 
tfaofeof  theiSr&i//y;  45,000  of  them  having  been  killed  upon 
the  fpot  in  thefe  rencounters.  Jii  commanded  his  men  never  to 
begin  the  attack,  never  to  kill  any  one  that  fled,  never  to  take 
any  plunder,  and>always  to  treat  the  women  that  (faould  fall 
into  their  hands  in  a  decent  manner.     He  alfo,  before  the  be- 
ginning of  thefe  rencounters,  whifch  A/  Makin^  or  rather  >/i^ir 
Jaafary  makes  to  amount  in  all  to  90,  intrcsitcd' Moawiyah  to 
take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  him,,  and  prevent  the  farther  ef- 
fiifion  of  Mo/Urn  blood.     But  this  Moitviyab  conftantly,  till 
the  AcdiXh  01  Ammar^  refufed;   declaring  publickly,  that  he 
would  not  lay  down  his  arms  till  he  had  taken  vengeance  of 
the  murderers  of  Othman^  depofed  Jlij  and  enabled  the  people 
to  proceed  to  a  new  election.    But  that  fatal  event  made  a 
deep  impreffion  both  upon  Jmru  and  Moawiyah ;  the  former 
declaring,  that  he  would  rather  have  died  twenty  years  be* 
fore,  than  have  furvived  fo  worthy  a  perfon  as  Ammar  Ehn 
TafiTj  who  had  deferved  fo  well  of  all  the  MoJUms.    The 
lofs  of  this  general  fo  exafperated  >///,  that  he  charged  the 
Syrians  WxUti  a  body  of  12,000  men,  broke  them,  and  chal- 
lenged Moawiyab  to  fight  him  in  fingle  combat.     This  chal* 
lengie  Amru  would  have  perfuaded  Moawiyab  to  have  accept* 
cd  ;  but  he  abfolut^ly  declined  it,  infiftin^  that  it  was  not  a 
fair  one,  fince  Alt  could  not  but  be  confeious  of  his  fuperior 
ftrength ;  he  having  killed  every  perfon  who  had  to  that  time 
entered  the  lifts  againft  him.     Amru  urged,  that  it  would  be 
difhonourable,  and  argue  a  want  of  courage,  to  refiife  fo  fail'  an 
o£fer.     To  which  Moawiyab  made  no  other  reply  than  this  j 
^'  You  afpire  to  the  Khalifat  yourfelf,  and  defire  to  enjoy  it 
^<  after  I  am  gone."    The  laft  a£lion  at  Sejfein  continued  all 
night,  to  the  great  diladvantage  of  the  oyrians.    Al  Afbtar 
puibed  them  to  their  camp;  which,  being  vigoroufly  fup- 
ported  by  Ali^  he  was  upon  the  point  of  making  himfelf 
fliafter  of.     Moawiyab  feeing  things  in  fuch  a  defperate  fitua- 
tion,  refolved,  in  concert  vi'viaAmru^  to  make  ufe  of  an  ar- 
tifice, that  might  poilibly  excite  the  Khalifa  men  to  defert ; 
fince  nothine,  at  that  perilous  conjunAure,  could,  as  he  ap- 
prehended, iave  both  him  and  his  troops,  but  fuch  a  defertion. 
He,  therefore,  inftantly  ordered  fome  of  his  men  to  fix  feveral 
copies  of  the  Koran  upon  their  lances  points,  and  to  carry 
them  at  the  head  of  his  troops ;  at  the  fame  time  crying  out, 
**  This  is  the  book  that  ought  to  decide  all  differences  be- 
*<  tween  us;  this  is  the  book  of  God  betv.een  us  and  you, 
*<  which  abfolutely  prohibits  the  efiufion  of  Moflem  blood.*' 
Nor  did  this  ftratagem,  coarfe^  as  it  was,  fail  of  produce 
ing  the  defircd  cfiect.    For,  the  troops  of  braky  that  were 
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die  flower  of  the  Khalifas  forces,  iofimediately  tlirfvr  Sows 
their  arms ;  threatening  to  abandon  hrni,  and  even  to  deliver 
bim  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  if  be  would  not  fouAd  a 
retreat.  This,  therefore,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  do  ;  tho ' 
he  moft  bitterly  exclaimed  againft  that  point  of  coqdtid  in 
the  ftrongeft  manner ;  afiiiring  the  mutineers,  th;it^mr«and 
Moawiyah  had  not  the  leaft  regard  for  the  Koran  ^  and  that 
his  view  in  the  prcfent  war  was  only  to  force  them  to  afi  ac- 
cording to  the  tenets  and  decifions  of  that  book.  But  he 
found  It  impofSble  to  ftem  the  torrent  that  now  threatened  to 
overwhelm  him,  without  an  immediate  compliance  with 
what  they  required  \  efpectally  as  the  KbArejiuSy  an  eothttfi* 
aftiC  fed,  openly  declared,  that,  unlets  he  inftantly  ordered 
the  troops  under  Al  Ajhtar  to  defift  from  the  attack  of  the 
Syrian  camp,  they  would  ferve  him  in  the  fame  manner  thcjr 
had  done  the  fon  q\  Affan^  meaning  the  laft  Khalif  Oihmim^ 
whom  they  had  inhumanly  murdered.  Al  Ajhtar^  therefore^ 
by  the  Khalf%  command,  was  obliged,  tho'  with  the  greatefl 
reluctance,  to  retire,  and  fufFer  the  vi£loryf  of  which  he 
thought  himfdf  fo  fecuie,  by  this  ftratagem,  to  be  wieftcd 
out  of  his  hands.  The  night  in  which  this  battle  was  fought 
has  been  named  by  the  Arab  hiftorians  th£  valiant 
NIGHT ;  becaufe,  fays  Al  Makin^  the  Mcflems  behavecl  ib 
valiantly  in  it,  that  they  broke  al^I  their  fpears,  and  fpent  the 
remainder  of  it  in  a  clofe  engagement.  About  70,000  fell 
on  both  fides  that  fatal  night,  according  to  U>me  of  the  Areh 
hiOorians,  if  we  will  believe  the  fame  author  j  25,00c  oa  the 
Khalif%  and  45,000  on  that  of  the  Syrians,  But  others  of 
them,  as  he  alfo  obierves,  and  with  a  greater  appearance  of 
truth,  as  we  apprehend,  affirm,  that  Alt  loft  25,000  men, 
and  Moawiyah  45,000,  in  all  the  adions  that  happened  at 
Seffiin,  Upon  the  return  of  the  day,  AU  was  obliged  to  cooi 
the  ardour  of  his  victorious  troops,  when  they  had,  as  it  were, 
rendered  the  adion  decifive  in  his  favour,  in  the  manner  al* 
^  ready  related.  The  ftratagem  that  occafioned  this  was  con- 
trived, and  fuggefted  to  Moawiyaby  by  Amru  Ebn  Al  Asy  if 
any  credit  be  due  to  Abu  Jaafar  Ai  Tabari  \ 
niJif-  Moawiyah,  after  the  end  of  the  adion,  defiring  that 
fute  be-  the  difpute  betwixt  him  and  Alt  might  be  brought  to  a  dectfion 
t^wten  Ali  by  XvifQ  perfons  nominated  by  the  parties  concerned,  accordii^ 
WMoa-  to'  the  true  and  genuine  fenfe  of  the  Koran\  AJhaatb  Ebm 
wiyah  re-  Kais^  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  corrupted  by  Afoatvi^ 
ftrrtdto   jahy  afked  AH  how  he  approved  of  that  expedient.     The 
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Xlmlif  fix^w^fi^  hm  coldh,  <*  He  cbs^t  is  pot  at  liberty  cai)-  /^r  «r/f- 
*'  not  giv^  bis  a4vice.  You  are  (q  condufl  this  9jSiiir  a«  you  'r«/7M  0/ 
*♦  ihsU  think  proper."  ThU  app^rendy  glanced  at  the  late  '"i*^  per- 
perfidious  condu^  of  the  troops  of  JrMf  who  confideredy^'. 
J[/taa4b  sk^  (heir  chief.  Not  Qontont  with  pfieriug  fo  aro(s  aa  . 
aSroot  a5  they  had  dope  to  the  poor  Kii^lf/y  they  ipfiued  up# 
on  nomiaatii^  fpr  hiqfi  Jiu  Jvlu/a  JiJJb^n^  a  very  weak 
mui^  and  one  wU^  had  onee  betrayed  hiai ;  refuilng  to  ad* 
mit,  as  he  defired,  either  £in  Jbhof  or  4^  4ft>t(tr^  or  indeed 
any  other  peribn  that  they  thought  had  the  leau  regard  for 
him*  JHo0%uiy^bj  on  the  other  hand,  was  treated  in  ^nite  a 
diSb^ent  manner.  He  wai  allowed  to  (luft  bi«  intereft  with 
whom  he  pleafed }  and  aceocdingly  he  nominated  j/mru  Ebn 
Jl  Ay  one  of  the  greafeft  mm  of  t;be  agjB,  to  ailert  his  right 
lo  the  Kbttlifai^  and  expiaia  the  Korin  in  his  favour.  Tb^ 
two  arbitrators)  with  wkos>  the  determtnation  of  this  affair 
was  iRtrufied,  were  injoined  to  decide  it  the  next  JUmadan^ 
agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  Kor^n^  and  the  <;oUedioo  of  the 
prophet's  tradition^.  This  point  being  agreed  upon,  cho'  bjr 
no  means  to  tbe  fatisfadioo  of  the  Kb^l^^  Moamyab  retired 
to  Damafcusj  and  AU  to  Cufa^  in  order  to  wait  the  event  of 
that  arbitration.  But,  before  their  departure,  each  of  them 
left  ^e^  cofno^and  of  his  army  to  one  of  his  generals ;  and  in- 
y^ed  with  a  proper  authority,  that  he  might  better  be  enabled 
to  iettle  every  tikuog  rei%ting  to  religion,  in  tbeir  abfence^  a 
particular  Im^.  We  find  it  intin>ated  by  JbH  J^fin-^  thae 
the  Syriun  and  Irabian.  troops  chofe  tbe  arbitrators  j  and  con« 
icquently,  that  M  and  M9d%viyab  had  no  hand  in  that  eleAion. 
The  fdaice  appointed  for  the  feene  of  this  arduous  tranfadion^ 
upon  wbi^  the  fate  of  the  M^fiim  empire,  yet  in  its  infancy^ 
ieeaie4  tp  d^nd,  was  Iknwmt  Al  Jandol^  a  town  on  tho 
bordeia  of  Syriiiy  abovt  fifteen  or  ^xtecvn  days  journey  ftona 
Mtdina^  and  five  from  Daimkus.  The  antient  inhabitants 
of  this  plaee>  as  well  as  thoie  of  Tahm^  were  tbe  Calbiusy 
deibended  from  Ct^j  and  confequently  a  branch  of  the  tribe 
of  Hiimjar  *. 

About  eight  months  after  the  battle  of  ieff^n^  Abu  Mufa  kXidgpofkd 
and  AmruEbn  AlAs  came  lo  Dftwmat  Aljandal^  Mundedh  ^^btbi 
by  ieveral  of  the  cempanms^  and  efcorted  by  a  detachaient  ot^^^fra- 
the  Mofiim  forces.    Ebn  Abbas y  before  the  opening  of  the'^^^* 
confierences,  defused  j/<(iv  ^4/^  to  remember  this,  whatever 
elfe  be  forgot,  that  Alt  had  no  blemiih  to  render  him  incapable 

*  Ism.  AfiULFBD.  ubi  fap.  AlMakin,  obi  fup.  p.  39940. 
Gaio.  Abu'l  Faraj,  hift.  dynaft.  p«  189.  Saad  Al  Vamami, 
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of  the  government,  nor  Modwiyah  any  virtue  to  qualify  him 
for  it.     But,  notwithftanding  this  falutary  admonition,  Amru^ 
who  was  perfedly  well  acquainted  virith  the  genius  of  bis  col- 
legue,  by  his  artful  addrefs,  fo  far  infinuatea  himfelf  into  his 
good  graces,  that  he  could  bring  him  into  any  meafures  which 
he  (houid  think  proper  to  fug'geft  to  him.  He,  therefore,  eaiily 
perfuaded  Ahu  Mufa^   that,  in  order  to  re-eftabliih  peace 
amongft  the  MoJUms^  it  would  be  abfolutely  neceflary  to  de- 
pofe  both  Alt  and  Modmyab;  that  a  new  Khali f  might  be 
eleded,  who  fbould  be  acceptable  to  all  the  people.     This 
important  article  being  fettled,  a  tribunal  was  ere^d  between 
the  two  armies,  on  which  each  of  the  arbitrators  was  to  de- 
clare publickly  his  opinion.     This  Abu  Mufoy  at  Amrt^%  re« 
queft,  mounted  iirft^  and  with  a  loud  voice  pronounced  the 
following  words :  *'  I  depofe  from  the  Khalifat  hoth  Alt  and 
<<  Moawiyahj  in  the  fame  manner  that  I  now  take  this  ring 
^^  off  my  finger  /'  and  having  made  this  declaration,  he  inv- 
mediately  came  down.    Then  Amru^  in  his  turn,  afcended 
the  tribunal,  and  (aid,  ^'  You  have  heard,  gentlemen,  how 
*<  Abu  Mufa  has  depofed  Ali^  whom  I  likewife  depofe,  and 
<<  confer  the  Khalifat  upon  Moawiyahj    I  therefore  inveft 
<<  that  prince  with  the  fupreme  authority,  in  the  fame  man* 
'*  ner  that  I  put  this  ring  upon  my  finger.    And  this  I  am 
^  the  more  readily  difpofed  to  do,  as  having  juftice  on  my 
*<  fide ;  he  having  been  declared  by  Othman  his  fuccefibr, 
^<  and  being  now  the  avenger  of  his  blood,  as  well  as  the 
*<  moft  worthy  of  all  the  Mojlems  of  that  fublime  ftation  to 
^<  which  I  now  advance  him."    This  unexpected  declaration 
greatly  (hocked  all  the  partizans  of  Alt^  who  complained 
bitterly  of  Abu  Mufa  \  and  he,  on  his  part,  in  very  fevere 
terms,  refie£led  upon  Amru^%  condu£t,  who  had  fo  (hame* 
fully  violated  the  principal  article  (tipulated  in  the  late  con- 
vention.    In  fine,  Abu  Mufay  after  having  been  ib  outwit- 
ted by  y/mrtf,  not  thinking  himfelf  fafe  in  JllVz  camp,  fled  to 
Mecca  for  his  farther  fecurity..    Some  of  the  Arab  writers  re- 
late, that  this  Abu  Mufa  had  the  moft  mufical  voice  of  any 
perfon  of  his  time.     According  to  Abu  Jaafar^  the  two  arbi- 
trators did  not  only  agree  to  depofe  both  AH  and  Moawiyahy 
but  likewife  to  promote  to  the  Khalifat  AbcTallaby  the  fon  of 
Omar  Ebn  AlKhattab.     For  a  circumftantial  detail  of  Amru*%, 
perfidious  condud  on  this  occafion,  we  muft  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer our  curious  readers  to  AbuU-Faraj^  who,  in  that  pointy 
will  give  them  full  and  ample  fatisfadion  ^. 

•  ^  Abulfed.  &  AlMakin,  ubifup.  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabari, 
apud  Al  Makin,  ubi  Tap.  D'Herbel,  ubi  fup.  p.  91^  92.  Gr£9. 
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The  preceding  determination,  hx  from  tfieding  a  recon*  AIiV  /«##• 
^filiation  between  the  contending  parties,  incenfcd  their  adhe-  rtft  hgins 
rents  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  publickly  cur&d  and  excom*  '•  dtcJiM^^ 
municated  one  another  in  a  very  dreadfiu  manner.  Nor  did 
die  hoaies  ofj/S  and  Onumyab^  to  the  laft  of  whieh  belonged 
both  Otbmin  and  Moauriyah^  for  a  long  time  lay  afide  that  re* 
ciprocal  maledidion.  Nay,  it  may  be  faid  ftill  to  fubfift  in 
that  rivetted  antipathy  between  the  Turks  and  the  Perjians^ 
which  is  vifible  at  this  very  day.  However,  jfmruy  after  the 
public  declaration  be  had  made,  and  the  Syrian  troops  he 
commanded,  returned  to  DamafcuSy  and  complimented  M9af 
vnyab  upon  bis  new  eledion.  On  the  other  hand,  jfli  being 
determined  to  aflert  his  right  to  the  Khalifat^  and  even  in  a 
fhort  time  to  march  againft  Moawtyah ;  no  leis  than  60,000 
of  his  fubjefis  took  a  frefli  oath  of  allegiance  to  him,  and 
even  obliged  tbemfdves  to  fupport  him  to  the  laft  drop  of 
dieir  Mood*  But  notwithftanding  this  vigorous  refolution  ta- 
ken in  his  favour,  that  Khalifa  intereft,  from  the  fatal  period 
we  are  now  upon,  began  greatly  to  decline  ^. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark,  that,  before  the  Ali  irtp 
articles  c^  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  followed  the  late  fufpen-  his  titU  §f 
fion  of  arms  between  dli  and  Moawiyahj  could  be  perfe&ly  Kbalif. 
reduced  to  writing,  both  jfmru  and  Moawtyah  infifted,  that 
the  title  of  emperor  of  the  faithful^  which  Alt  had  afllimed, 
and  prefixed  to  a  copy  of  tnofe  articles,  fbould  be  intirely  ef^* 
faced.     To  this  Abnaf  Ebn  Kais  would  have  perfpaded  the  , 
XJfoEf  never  to  give  his  confent.    But  Alt  told  him,  that, 
when  he  was  fecret^ry  to  his  hther-xn^hw  Mohammed,  Sobail 
Ebn  Amru  refiifed  to  treat  with  the  prophet,  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Mecca,  unlefs  he  would  renounce  the  title  of  the 
Apostle  of  God.  Which,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  he  accord- 
ingly did,without  hefttation;  and  ordered  me,  faid  ^/f,  toefiace 
that  title,  after  it  had  been  inferted  at  the  head  of  the  inftru- 
ment  containing  the  articles  of  the  treaty  to  be  figned  by  both 
parties,  and  fubftitute  in  its  room  the  following  words,  Mo- 
hammed thefon  ^  Abd'allah.  At  the  fame  time,  he  addrefled 
himfelf  to  me,  continued  the  £6^///^  in  the  following  remark- 
able terms :  Remember,  there  wiUbereefier  come  a  day  when  you 
jbali  find  yourfelf  in  ajimilar  cafe,   Ali,  therefore,  agreed  to  the 
omiffionof  that  title,  of  which,  by  his  own  arbitrator,  y/frt/^^^ 
he  had  been  fo  folemnly  deprived.    All  thefe  traofa£Hons  hap- 
pened in  the  37th  year  of  the  Hejra,  or  of  Christ  657,  as 
did  alfo  the  defedion  of  the  Kbdrejites,  or  rebels^  for  that  the 
word  really  fignifies  \  of  which,  as  it  is  a  very  curious  article 
of  the  Arabic  hiftory,  in  the  Khalifat  of  All,  we  muft  beg 

J  A^  Maxim,  Gkeg.  Abu VFaraj,  &D'H£RBBL.ubifup. 
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leave  .t9  give  qui  readers  here  a  difthi£t  and  partictilur  rela- 
tion L 
Theikfef"     AFTER  JJi  had  Tubmitted  die  dedfion  of  his  rig^t  to  the 
fi9noftbe  Khalifat^  which  Afoawiyab  difputed  with  him,  to  arbitration, 
Kbare-     he  retired  to  Cufx^  as  has  been  already  obferved.  But  he  was 
jites.         gia  fooner  arrived  there,  than  12,000  KbarejiUs^  diat  13,  re*- 
htb^  or  revcUerSy  who  had  fought  under  him  at  the  batde  of 
Seffein^  and  themfelves  forced  him  to  take  that  ignominioua 
ftep,  pretending  to  be  offended  at  this  fubmiffion,  revolted 
from  him.    Thefe  were  alfo  called  MobakkendteSy  or  yudicia* 
Vf^ufi;  becaufe  the  reaTon  they  gave  for  their  revolt  was^  that 
^li  had  referred  a  matter  concerning  the  religion  of  Ood  to 
Aejui^ment of  men;  vfhtrtas the  judgmintj  in  fuch  cafe,  be^- 
longed  to  God  ^lone.     In  confequence  of  this  notion,  they 
Urged,  that,  inftead  of  ftanding  Co  the  peace,  he  had  made^ 
he  ought  to  purfue  his  enemies,  who  were  likewife  the  cne* 
mies  of  God,  without  mercy.    But  JU  anfwered,  diat,  at 
he  ha^  given  his  word,  he  ought  to  keep  it ;  and  that  in  ib 
doing,  he  fhould  follow  what  the  law  of  God  prefaibe^* 
^he  Kharejites  replied,  that  God  was  the  only  judge  between 
him  and  Moawiyah ;  and  that  confequently  he  had  commit* 
lied  an  enormous  fui,  of  which  he  ought  fincerely  to  repent. 
This  irritating  AH^  he,  with  fome  warmtli,  remonftrated  to 
them,  that,  if  any  An  had  been  committed  on  this  occafion^ 
the  world  would  juftly  impute  the  guilt  of  it  to  them  ;  wh<^ 
contrary  to  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  him,  had  abandoned 
bim  in  the  heat  of  the  late  a£kion,  and  obliged  hiflfto  purfue 
thofe  very  mcafures,  which,  at  that  time,  as  they  pretended^ 
gave  them  fo  much  offence  9. 
Thiirrf'       The  rebels,  not  at  all  fatisfied  with  thefe  reafons,  choft^ 
biilion  is   for  their  general,  Jbd^Uah  Ein  ff^aheby  virho  appointed  Na-^ 
ixttn-       baruum^  a  tovwn  fiofated  between  Waf$t  and  Baghdad^  about 
guipidby  four  miles  to  the  eaft  of  the  Tigris^  the  place  of  their  render* 
^^  vous.     They  had  not  been  here  long  before  they  were  joined 

by  great  numbers  of  AtP%  difaflPe^ted  fubje^s  from  jCjiftj 
Bfi/ray  and  various  parts  ofJmbia.  The  Ahalif  at  firft  tocM 
little  notice  6f  them  i  his  thoughts  being  chiefly  bent  upon 
reducing  MtSwiyahj  whom  h(  confidercd  as  much  the  more 
formidable  enemy.  But'  being  informed,  that  they  were  in-* 
creafed  to  the  number  of  115,000  men,  that  they  condemned 
as  impious  all  who  did  not  fall  in  with  their  fendments,  and 

^  Ebn  Al  Athir,  ubi  fup.  D'Herbel.  tibi  fap.  p.  92.  Al 
Beidawi,  Ism.  Abulfed.  de  vie.  Mohammed,  c.  xliv.  p.  S7.  Al 
Shahrestan.  apud  ^ocockiutn,  in  not.  ad  fpcc.  hift.  Arab.  p. 
269.  s  Al  Makin  &  Grf.o.  Abu'l-Paraj,  abi  fup.  Al 

Shahrestan.  apud  Pocockium^  ubi  fup.  p.  270.  D'He.rbel. 
ubi  fup.  p.  92. 
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that  diey  had  alrea^iy  pun  to  death  feverai  Mofiems^  for  re- 
ftifing  to  comply  with  their  iniquitous  meafures ;  he  refolved^ 
>n  fine»  to  exterminate  a  fed,  which  tended  tolhe  fubverfioil 
of  the  very  foundations  of  Mohammedifm.    Howevei;,    he 
thoDgfat  fit,  before  he  proceeded  to  extremities,  to  try  gentle 
methods  ;  but  thefe  proritog  ineffcdual,  be  aflembled  ^  con-* 
fiderafafe  body  of  crdops,  at  the  head  of  -which  he  prefented 
himfctf  to  their  Yiew.  Neverthelefs,  befixe  he  attadqpd  them^      t 
he  had  the  precaution  to  plant  a  ftandatd  without  the  Camp^ 
and  to  okake  proclamation  by  found  of  trumpet,  that  whofo-> 
ever  would  come  under  it,  fliould  have  quarter,  and  whofo^ 
ever  would  retire  to  C^a^  Should  find  a  fanduary  there.  This 
ftratagem  produced  the  defired  cficfi ;  infemuch  that  AUtaU 
hh  hhm.  W'ahth  foon  found  his  army  reduced  to  4000  men* 
However,  being  animated  by  defpair,  he  attacked  the  Khalif*% 
forces,  nDCwithilanding  the  inequality  of  his  troops.     But  hd 
vecetved  the  juft  reward  of  his  temerity  and  prefumption  \  be- 
ing cut  to  pieces,  with  all  his  men,  except  nine  who  efcaped. 
Of  thefe,  as  we  are  told  byfome  hiftorian8,two  fled  into  OmAn^ 
two  into  JCfrmoTf,  two  into  Sijiflan^  two  into  Mefvpotama^ 
and  one  inCD  Tel  AhnurAn*f  in  Tamam  \  m  aH  which  places 
they  propagated  their  herefy,  where,  as  we  arc  told,  it  re* 
Buins  to  this  day.    Others  maintain,  tho'  not  with  fuch  ai| 
appearance  of  truth,  in  our  opinion,  that,  of  the  4000  KbA* 
rejius^  commanded  by  Ahdamh  Ehn  Waheb^  not  a  man  fur- 
vived  the  general  deftro^Uan ;  Alt  being  refolved  to  purfue 
this  impious  and  rebellious  fed  even  to  excifion.     Before  the 
beginning  of  theadion,  ^//told  fome  Qf  his  friends,  that 
^^  die  rebels,  who  pretended  to  fpend  fo  much  of  their  time  in 
^'  reading  the  KorSm^  without  oUcrvine  its  precepts,  wt^uid 
defers  their  profeflon,  at  the  approach  of  danger,  with  as 
gmt  celerity  as  arrows  fly  from  a  bow,  when  they  are  dif^ 
charged  from  it;"  which  accotdingly  came  to  pofs.    It 
wiU  be  proper  to  obferVe  here,  that  the  herefy  of  the  Khire^ 
JiUs  ooofi^d  chiefly  in  two  things :  i.  In  that  they  aflhrmed  a 
nun  might  be  {ri^moted  to  the  d^nity  of  Im^y  or  prince^ 
tha'  he  was  not  of  the  tribe  of  Kcreijki^  nor  even  a  free  man^ 
peovided  he  was  a  iuft  and  pious  perfon,  and  endued  with  th6 
other  nquifite  qoalifications ;  and  ;ilfo  hdd^  that  if  the  Irnilni 
tamed  afide  from  the  truth,  he  mi^t  be  puc  to  death,  or  de<^ 
^ofed }  and  that  there  was  no  abfolute  necefiity  for  siny  Imim  zi 
aU  in  this  world.  2.  In  that  they  charged^'  with  fin,  for  having 
left  an  afiair  to  the  judgment  of  men,  which  ought  to  have  been 
Mtermlned  bv  God  alone ;  and  went  fo  far  as  to  declare  him 
guilty  of  infidelity,  and  to  curfe  hin)  on  that  account.    The 
principal  fe^  or  branches,  of  the  Kharsjitet^  befides  the  Ato\ 
bakkmii€$  here  meatiencdi  ar^  fix  1  which^  tho'  they  greatly 
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differ  amongft  themfelves  in  other  matters,  yet  agree  in  thefe, 
viz.  that  they  abfolutely  rejed  Othman  and  Ju^  preferrihg 
the  doing  of  this  to  the  greateft  obedience,  and  allowing  mar- 
riages to  be  contracted  on  no  other  terms ;  that  they  account 
thofe  who  are  guilty  of  grievous  fins  to  be  infidels ;  and  that 
they  hold  it  neceilary  to  refift  the  Imam  when  he  tranfgrefts 
the  law.     The  moft  celebrated  of  the  Kharejites  feem  to  be 
the  IVaiSansy  fo  called  from  Jll  Wdid^  which  fignifies  the 
threats  denounced  by  God  againft  the  wicked.    Thefe  are 
the  antagonifts  of  the  Morgians^  and  aflert,'  that  he  who  is 
guilty  of  an  enormous  fin  ought  to  be  declared  an  infidel,  or 
an  apoftate,  and  will  be  eternally  punilhed  in  hell,  though  he 
were  a  true  believer ;  which  opinion  of  theirs  occafioned  the 
firft  rife  of  the  Mtftazalites.    One  Jaafar  Ebn  Mohajhary  of 
the  kSt  of  the  NodhamianSj  was  yet  more  fevere  dian  the 
WaidianSy  pronouncing  him  to  be  a  reprobate,  and  an  apo- 
ftate,  who  fteals  but  a  grain  of  corn.    The  defeat,  or  rather 
almoft  total  extirpation,  of  the  KbanjiteSj  who  perfifted  in 
their  rebeUion,  whofe  name  alfo,  according  to  Ebn  AlKoJfa^ 
fignified  tribute^  as  they  received  tribute  without  the  leave  of 
the  prbce,  and  even  in  oppofition  to  him,  happened  in  the 
38th  year  of  the  Hejroy  dieyear  following  their  revolt,  at  a 
place,  as  ibould  feem  from  Eutychius^  called  Khoruzif  or  Khs- 
ruzia^  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Naharwan.  Their  leader,  Ab^ 
JFaUab  Ebn  Wabeb^  loft  his  life  in  the  a£tion ;  and  the  glorious 
vifiory  gained  on  this  occafion  reunited  under  the  government 
.  of  Alt  the  Whole  body  of  the  Mojkms  fettled  in  Arabia  ^. 
fbe  Kha-      Thi.  Kbalt/hzving  thus  happuy  extingutihed  this  rebeUion, 
liPi  camf  which  ftruck  at  the  very  foundations  of  Ijlamifm  itfelf,  as  well 
ai  CA&    ^  the  fupreme  authority  with  which  he  was  at  firft  lb  legally 
abaudnul  invefted  by  the  unanimous  fuffiages  of  the  Mojkms^  he  made 
ty  bis       the  necef&ry  difpofitions  for  marching  immediately  againft 
troops^       Mo&wiyabs  in  order  to  rtduce  him  likewife  to  his  obedience. 
But  he  was  diverted  from  this  defign  bv  (bme  peHbns  about 
him,  who  probably  were  fecret  well-wimers  to  moawiyaby  as 
this  would  have  been  the  moft  proper  feafon  to  have  attacked 
biffl,  when  his  men  were  fo  flufhed  with  their  late  fucceis,  un- 
der the.  pretence,  that  he  had  not  yet  made  fufficient  prepara- 
tions for  fo  long  a  war  as  this  was  like  to  be ;  and  that  be  oug^t 
to  allow  his  troops  fome  refrefhment,  after  the  fatigues  they 
had  fuftained.    AU^  therefore,  following  their  advice,  formed 
a  camp  at  Naiilab^  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cifa ;  and  per- 

^  A'L  Ma  KIN,  ubi  fup.  p.  39.  Poc.  in  not.  ad  fpec.  Itift.  Arab, 
p.  270.  D'Herbel.  ubi  fup.  Al  Srahrbstan.  apud  Pocockiamp 
ubi  (up.  p.  256.  Al  Jannab.  &  Abulfbd.  ubi  fup.  Ga.E«« 
^VbuVFaraj,  ubi  fup.  &  p.  169.  Ebn  AlKossa,  apud  Po« 
CO^jc.  ubi  fop.  EvTYCH,  ubi  fup.  p.  3,42,  343. 
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mitted  bis  men  to  retire  Co  Cu/a^  to  follow  their  occupations 
there  one  day,  a^id  return  to  the  pofts  ailigned  them  the  next, 
during  the  time  of  his  incampment  there«  The  confequence 
of  which  was,  that  the  camp  was  foon  intirelv  deferted  by  the 
troops  that  formed  it,  and  of  courfe  the  Kbaufhimklf  obliged 
to  retire  to  Cufa^  then  the  receptacle  of  thoie  troops  K 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  yf/iy  in  the  beginning  of  Egypt 
his  Khalifat  J  conferred  the  government  of  Egypt  upon  Kais  conquend 
Ebn  Sa^tdy  who  acquitted  himfelf  of  his  charge  with  great  ^  Amru 
prudence.    Finding,  on  his  arrival  there,  that  the  partizans  ^^  ^ 
of  Otbmatiy  or  rather  M^awiyab^  formed  a  very  confiderable  ^'* 
£idion,  he  thought  it  proper  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  the 
times;  which  he  did  with  fo  much  address,  that  he  kept 
every  thing  in  good  order ;  infomuch  that  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  were  very  well  pleafed  with  his  adminiftration. 
This  condud  of  Kais  furnifhed  Moawtyab  with  an  occafion 
of  publiihing  every*where,  that  the  governor  of  Egypt  was 
his  friend,  and  adled  in  concert  with  him  ;  which  he  did,  in 
order  to  render  him  fufpeded  to  Jli^  who  yet  had  not  a  more 
faithful  friend  amongft  his  fubjeds.   That  he  might  the  more  , 
effei^ually  carry  his  point,  Moawtyab  forged  a  letter  in  Kais*^ 

.  name,  direded  to  himfelf;  wherein  it  was  infinuated,  that 
the  realbn  why  he  had  not  treated  with  more  feverity  the  ad* 
faerents  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  was,  becaufe  he  was  him*  , 

felf  intirely  in  their  meafures.  Which  artifice  of  Moawtyab 
had  the  defu'ed  eiFe£(«  For  ^// hereby  entertaining  a  fufpi^ 
cion  of  iuff/i's  fidelity  to  him,  immediately  recalled  him,  and 

'  appointed  M^ammed  Ebn  Abu  Beer  governor  of  Egypt  in  his 
room ;  which  occaiioned  great  commotions  in  that  province. 
f^or  the  new  governor  no  fooner  fet  his  foot  there,  than  he 
began  to  chafe  out  of  that  country  all  thofe  who  profefTefl  any 
regard  for  Qthman^  or  preferved  any  veneration  for  his  me- 
mory. Upon  which,  Aich  civil  wars  and  difTenfions  enfued, 
that  Alt  was  obliged  to  fend  for  Mohammed  home,  and  to  dif- 
patch  Malic  Shutur^  fometimes  called  UJhtur  Make  Ebn  Ha-- 
rttb  Al  Najaiy  into  E^t^  to  re-eftablifli  his  authority  there. 
At^awiyab  being  apprized  of  this,  prevailed  upon  a  friend  of 
his  at  Kolzomj  a  town  upon  the  Red  Sea^  where  VJhtur  Make 
was  to  lodge,  in  his  paflage  to  Egypt^  to  poifon  him  ;  which 
he  accordingly  did,  by  giving  him  fome  poifoned  honey  at  an 
entertainment  he  had  prepared  for  him.  This  obliged  Alt 
to  continue  Mohammed  Ebn  Abu  Beer  fome  time  longer  in 
the  government  of  Egypt -y  from  whence  he  immediately 
expelled  all  the  Banu  Hareth^  probably  on  account  of  the  ' 
relation  tliey  bore  to  UJhiur  Make  his  fuccefTcr,  who  were 

^  D^HsRBBL.  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  92,  93. 
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fome  of  the  blackeft  and  ttioft  fWarthy  kind  of  Jrahs ;  whidv 
J)roved  the  total  ruin  of  AH^s  Intefeft  In  (hat  region.     For, 
they  irtftantly  retired  fb  DathdfiUSy  whfere  th^y  Infofnied  Afw- 
wiyah  of  the  treatment  they  had  met  \i(^lth  from  Mohammed^ 
at  the  fame  time  alTurUig  hin),  that  he  might  cafily  make  him- 
felf  matter  of  Egypt,    Upon  rcteivlrig  this  intdligetice,  MJ- 
wtyah  fent  Amru  Ebn  m  As  with  a  body  bf  6000  men,  to 
fake  pofleffion,  ill  "his  name,  of  the  government  of  thjit  coun- 
,    try.     Amru^  in  purfuance  of  his  ordefs,  marched  with  ail 
•  poflibk  expedition  into  Egypt^  fei^&ed  the  capital  city,  and  wai 
foon Joined  by  t.b'n  thdrig^  who  had  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
o(  Uthman's  party,  with  a  Confiderable  fisrce.     Afttr  diis 
jundlion,  Amrh  attacked  Mohanwled  Ebn  Abu  Becr^  AFsjp- 
vernor,  intirely  defeated  him,  and  took  him  pfifoner.     iNot 
fatisiied  with  this^  he  put  him  tO  death ;  ahd,  indo(h>g  his 
body  in  that  of  an  afs,  burnt  it  to  afties.    This  barbarity  ga^ 
great  offence  to  his  {iPiArAveJha^  who  bagged  a  curfc  upon  Amru 
and  Modwlyah  for  it  at  tnc  end  of  all  her  prayers,  and  took 
Mobammed^s  dependents  and  domeftics  under  her  proteftioii. 
AH  alfo  himfclf  was  greatly  concerned  at  this  tragical  event; 
faying,  *<  We  fliall  account  for  hin^  before  Got).     Ahu  yaa- 
far  relates,  that  Mohammed  Ebn  Jbu  Beer,  after  the  defeat  of 
his  forces,  efcaped  out  of  the  battle,  and  hid  himfdf ;  but 
was  difcovered,  and  brought  to  Amfu^  bjr  Modwiyah  Ebn 
Khodbajy  who  treated  him  in  the  cruel  manner  above-men- 
tioned.    He  was  cut  off  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age,   after 
he  had  been  five  months  only  governor  of  Egypt.     After  his 
death,  the  poft  he  filled  was  occupied  by  Amru  Ebn  Al  At  \ 
upon  whom  it  Was  conferred  by  Moo^iyah^  who  then  aded 
as  Khdlif  in  Syria  ^, 
Moawi-        THfe  next  year,  being  the  39th  of  the  HejrOy  Moaiviycd) 
yah'/        fent  feveral  detachments  to  make  incurfiorts  into  AlV^  tcrrito- 
ti^bps       'ries,  where  they  committed  dreadful  depredations.  The  moft 
make  in-    confiderable  of  thefe  detachments,  under  the  command  of 
turfiom ^    Dahak  Ebn  KatSy  confifting  of  300O  mfen,  plundered  feveral 
inioAhy   diftrias  of  Irak ^  and  then  penetrated  into  Hejdz.    BvLt  Da- 
iemtories.j^^  was  met  by  a  body  of  the  Khalifa  troops,  confifting  of 
4000  men,  under  the  condud  of  tidjar  Ebn  Adi^  after  be 
had  retired  out  of  that  province,  at  Tadmor.    Here  Hajar 
attacked  the  enemy  with  fuch  bravery^  that  he  put  therti  to 
flight,  killed  feveral  of  them  upon  the  fpot,  and  recovered 
the  booty  they  had  acquired.     This  vigorous  adlion  was  of 
confiderable  fervice  to  the  Khalif*s,h^^&%  in  thofe  parts,  who 
had  been  thrown  into  the  utmoft  confternation.    For,  the 

^  AlMakin,  ubifap.  p.  36,4a.    D^Hbrbcl.  ubi  fap.  p.  93. 
Ism,  Abvlfsd.  MS.  Pocock.  in  BibI,  Bodl,  Ozod.  ubi  fap. 
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Syrians  had  not  only  pillaged  the  country  through  which  they 
moved,  but  likewife  put  all  the  ^rabs  they  could  meet  with 
to  the  fword  ;  which  had  ftruck  the  Mojlems  there  with  fuch 
terror,  that,  for  fome  time,  none  of  them  durft  even  perform 
the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  ^ 

The  fame  year,  as  we  apprehend,  and  not  the  preceding,  Bafra  ta\ 
j&  has  been  intimated  by  lyHerbeki^  without  any  manner  ofhn  by 
found^ion,  who  has  been  followed  herein  by  Mr.  Ockley^  u^/iMoawi- 
'  fcnt  for  his  feiihfid  friend,  Abiallah  Ebn  Abbisy  from  Bafra^y^^ 
of  which  place  he  was  theii  governor,  to  Medina ^  that  h^tn^ps^and 
might  with  him  take  fuch  refolutions  as  were  fuitable  to  the'"''^^^^ 
prefent  fituation  of  his  affairs.     MoAwiyah  receiving  advice'^  ^ 
of  this  event,  immediately  ordered  Abd^allah  Al  Madrdmi      * 
to  march  to  Bafra  with*  a  body  of  20CO  horfc,  and  poflefe 
fatmfelf  of  that  city.     Thefe  orders  he  eafily  executed,  as 
%iyadj  Rbh  Abbas' s  lieutenant  there,   had  not  a  fufficient 
number  of  trtxjps  to  oppofe  him,  and  the  city  itfclf  was  not  '^ 
capable  of  making  any  defet^e.     AH  being  informed   of 
this,   fcnt  a  reinforcement  to  Ztyady  who  haS  abandoned*' 
Bafra  at  Ab^allaVs  approach,  under  the  command  of  Ha^  ' 
retby  who  joined  Ziyaazt  a  fmall  diftanccfrom  Bafra  with- 
out any  lofs.     After  this  Jundlion,  the  combined  forces  at- 
tacked Abctallah  Al  Hadrami  near  that  city,  overthrew  hint, 
and  kiHed  him  upon  the  fpot.  Upon  which,  Bafra  furrendered 
agam  to  Ali ;  who  immediately  fcnt  back  thither  Abd*allah 
£bn  Abbdsy  to  command  there  as  he  had  done  before.  Which 
tran&dibns  we  have  thought  fit  to  place  in  the  39th  year  of 
the  Hejra^  as  the  incurfions  mentioned  by.  Mr.  Ockley  immc-  . 
diately  before  them  feem  to  correfpond  exaftly  with  thofc  that    * 
M  MaRn  aflures  us  were  made  by  Moawiyah*$  detachments    " 
that  year.     Our  learned  and  curious  readers,  therefore,  we 
hope,  will  not  cenfure  us  for  preferring  the  authority  of  Al 
Makin  to  that  of  M.  D'Herbekty  in  the  point  before  us  ". 

But  notwithftanding  feveral  incurfions  were  made,  and Zlyad Sa- 
lome few  expeditions  of  little  note  undertaken  by  the  troops ^^r»/Pcr» 
•  of  AR  and  Moawiyab  this  year,  no  a£lion  of  eclat  feems  tofia  laith 
,  have  happened  in  it.     The  Syrians  having  already  fuftained^^'^'  'f  «• 
Tcry  confiderable  lofles  in  this  War,  were  not  in  a  condition  0' ^"^ 
to  make  any  great  imprefiion  upon  the  Arabs ;  and  the  Arabs ^t^^"*^** 
on  the  other  fide,  being  flillharafled  by  diflenfxons,  did  with  ^ 
with  no  fmall  difficulty  maintain  themfelves  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
dependency.    As  the  difpute  betwixt  Ait  and  Moawiyah  had 
Afturbed  me  rcpofe  of  Syria  and  Arabia,  fo  the  tranquillity  of 
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,Pirjk  was  likewife  not  a  litde  aficded  by  the  prelent  copi* 
motions*    This  induced  AbiTaUab  Ebn  Abbas^  AlVz  lieute* 
luntof  Bafra^  to  fend  Ziy&dy  a  perfon  of  great  prudence  and 
.moderation,  ^fho  had  lately,  in  conjun£Hon  with  Hdretby  de- 
feated AbiaUab  AlHadranUy  one  ol  Mo&wiyaVz  generals,  in- 
to Parfidj  that  he  might  take  upon  him  the  government  of 
that  country ;  in  whi<£  poft  he  behaved  himfelf  fo  well,  that 
the  Perfiam  declared  they  had  never  been  bleiled  with  fo 
happy  an  adminiftration  fince  the  days  of  Anujkirwdn.   'After 
the  late  defeat,  Dabaky  who  then  loft  a  confiderabie  number 
of  men  upon  the  fpot,  with  great  precipitation  abandoned  the 
dtftrid  oSHnns ;  and  with  much  difficulty,  by  favour  of  the 
night,  made  his  efcape  into  the  interior  part  of  Syria  n, 
Moawi-       ^N  the  40th  year  of  the  Hnra^  or  the  year  of  our  Lord 
yakV        660,  Mfdwiyab  Ebn  Abu  Sonen  fent  Bqflur  Ebn  Artab^  with 
ir9^       a  body  of  3000  horfe,  to  make  an  irruption  mXoHejazi  with 
maki  iV   orders  to  poileis  himfelf  of  Mecca  and  Atedina^^t  inhabitants 
tmrfiims     pf  thofe  places  having  kept  a  correfpondence  with  him  ever 
^*  ^^f  fince  the  death  of  Otbman^  and  by  this  means  open  himfelf  a 
Umimruf.jg^Sa%^  into  Yaman.    Abu  Ayuby  the  AnfoTj  and  Fathom  Ebn 
^Akbasy  who  commanded  in  thofe  places  for  Aliy  abandoned 
them  at  Bafier^s  approach  %  upon  which,  he  obliged  the  in« 
jiabitants  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Moawiyab^  and 
threw  down  the  walls  of  Medina.    Abu  Ayub^   the  com- 
mandant of  that  city,  before  Bajher  entered  it,  with  a  few 
attendants,  made  his  efcape  to  C^a  ^« 
Ebn  Ar-       Abd' Allah  Ebn  Abbas,  furnamed  the  Anjar^  in  order 
uhV  rr«-  to  diflinguiih  him  from  Abiallah  Ebn  Abbas^xme  of  Alt's  vaoA 
ehy  in      faithful  friends,  and  governor  of  Bafra^  AWs  lieutenant  of 
Yaman^  fearing  a  vifit  from  Ebn  Artah^  and  being  in  no  con- 
dition to  oppofe  him,  upon  the  rumour  of  what  had  happened 
to  Mecca  and  Medina^  fled  likewife  to  Cufa*    He  attempted 
to  carry  ofF  with  him  his  two  fons,  who  were  boys ;  but  they 
had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  Ebn  ArtaVz  hands  upon  the 
road,  Who  caufed  them  to  be  barbaroufly  murdered.    He  aUb 
put  to  the  fword  a  great  number  of  Arabs  in  Yaman^znd  par- 
ticularly at  Sanaa^  who  had  declared  themfelves  adherents  to 
Ali.    Then  he  returned  to  Mecca^  and  afterwards  cut  df 
30,000  Arabs  more  at  Al  Tdyef^  Yamdnuiy  and  Medina.     AS 
being  apprized  of  what  had  happened,  fent  a  detachment  of 
4000  horfe,  under  the  command  of  Jariyah,  to  purfue  Ebn 
Artab ;  but  he  found  it  impoffible  to  come  up  with  him.  We 
are  told,  that  Ali  was  fo  extremely  touched  at  hearing  the 
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news  of  d)e  murder  committed  on  the  young  foiis  of  jtittut^ 
laby  that  he  curfed  Ehn  Jrtaiy  and  begged  of  God  to  de- 
prive him  of  his  ftnfes  and  jundefftanding.  Which  petition^ 
according  to  fome  of  the  ea^em  writers,  was  heard ;.  that 
cooinumdet  really  becoming  an  idiot  towards  the  clofe  of  his 
days,  and  dying  in  that  miferabk  condition.  N<itwithftand-» 
ing  the  war  was  carried  on  with  fuch  circumftances  of  cruel^ 
on  the  part  of  Moawi^ab^  that  prince,  at  this  junSure,  prayed 
publickljr  for  Ali^  Hafan^  and  H^fiin ;  as  the  KbaUf  did  for 
him,  Amru^  and  Dahak.  About  this  time,  ^Its  brother^ 
(Mtf/4  went  over  to  MoAtfiyab^  who  affigned  him  a  krge  le« 
venue  for  his  defe&ion.  OiaiJ  aUe(%^  no  other  reafixn  for 
this  infamous  cofidud,  than  that  his  brother  had  not  treated 
him  with  fuch  marks  of  diftindion  as  he  thought  he  might 
jvAlj  have  expeded  of  him.  We  muft  not  forget  to  inform  our 
•leaders  here,  that  M.  D'Herbeht  is  guilty  of  a  moft  egre*^ 
giotis  blunder,  when  he  confounds  AbiTaUab  Ebn  AbbSsy  go- 
vernor of  Taman^  with  AW%  lieutenant  ofBafra^  who  had  the 
vecy  £une  name;  and  that,  in  oonfequence  of  this  miftake^ 
he  lias  committed  feveral  odiers,  which  he  has  taken  care  to 
infot  in  bis  hiftory  oi  AH.  The  fonatt  AbtaUab  it!^m%  co 
have  been  diftinguuhed  from  the  latter  by  the  additional  term» 
or  Gomomen,  Al  AnJUriy  the  Anfir  \  as  may  be  Inferred  ft-om% 
at  Icm  one  of  the  oriental  hiftorians.  Which  obfervation ' 
bad  Mr.  Oddey  fufficiently  attended  to,  as  well  as  to  what  has 
been  advanced  in  the  point  before  us  by  AlMakih^  he  would 
not  only  have  evinced,  but  alfo  re£tified,  M.  D'HerbiUf% 
miftake,*  much  more  to  the  frtisfadion  of  his  curious  and 
intelligent  readers  ^. 

A  little  after  the  batde  of  Nabarwan^  or,  as  Eutychius  will  A  Khlre^ 
have  it,  KboHhudy  three  of  iheKbarijiuSy  that  were  extremely  jite  0/* 
sealotts  for  the  advanconent  of  their  fed,  happened  to  meet  ^^fs  t9 
at  Micca\  where,  they  made  frequent  mention  of  thofe  thBt^JkO^^f^^ 
were  killed  in  that  battle,  magnified  their  own  merit,  and  ^o^wi- 
peidy  lamented  the  lofs  of  their  companions.     Thefe  three  f^  * 
men,  called  Abitakabman  Ebn  Mtljem^  Barak  Ebn  AbiaUab^ 
and  Amru  Ebn  BecTj  faid  one  to  another,  ^'  If  the  three  er« 
^*  roneous  Imamty  Aii^  Moiwiyabj  and  Amru  Ebn  Al  As^ 
^  were  dead,  the  afiairs  of  the  Mafiems  would  foon  be  in  a 
<<  more  flourUhtng  condition )  let  us,  therefore,  without  hefi* 
^  tation,  difpatch  them.''    This  being  immediately  agreed 
upon,  they  pitched  upon  Fridafy  the  day  of  the  folemn  af- 
lenably  of  the  Moflems^  the  17th  of  Ramadan^  for  the  execu* 
tion  of  their  bloody  deiign ;   and,  having  poifoned   their     ' 
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fwords,  took  all  their  refpieflive  routes,  Barak  Ebn  AhSaUahy 
one  of  the  aflafEns,  being  arrived  at  Damafcus^  ftruck  MoSt^ 
wjah  in  the  reins ;    but  the  wound  did  not  prove  mortaL 
However,  the  furgeon  told  him,  that  it  would  not  be  cured, 
unlefs  he  would  either  fubmit  to  be  cauterized,  or  to  drink  a 
potion  that  would  render  him  incapable  of  generation*     He 
chofe  the  latter  of  thefe.  and,  in  confequence  of  that  choice, 
had  no  other  children  befides  thofe  that  were  born  to  him  be- 
fore he  received  his  wound.   The  aflaffin  was  inftantly  feized, 
difcovered  the  confpiracy  he  had  entered^  into,  and  had  hit 
hands  and  feet  cut  ofF;  but  was  (uflered  to  live.     However, 
afterwards  marrying,   it  was  thought  unreafonable  that  he 
Ihould  enjoy  the  pleafuresof  a  conjugal  ftate,  as  he  had  ren« 
dered  the  Syrian  KhaUfmc?L^^\^e  of  thefe ;  and  therefore  one 
of  MoawiyaA^s  friends,  tho'  he  had  no  order  for  this,  killed 
him  with  his  own  hands  4« 
as  anotler     Amru  £bn  Becr,  the  fecond  of  the  confpirators,  went 
^0/jAmrato  Egypt ^  and  appeared  in  the  mofque,  where  Amru  per- 
£bn  Al     formed  his  devotions,  on  the  17th  of  the  month  of  Ramadan. 
As.  But  fortunately  for  him,  Afnru  being  then  troubled  with  a  vio* 

lent  fit  of  the  cholic,  did  not  officiate  that  day  in  the  molque 
as  Imam*    Wherefore,  ^Kharijah^  whom  he  appointed  to  per- 
form the  office  for  him,  rand  who  then  adluaily  fupplied  his 
place,  being  ftruck  by  the  villain,  who  miftook  him  for  ATnru^ 
fell  down  dead  with  the  blow.     As  the  aflaffin  was  led  to  exe- 
cution, he  faid,  without  the  leaft  concern,  /  defigned  Amru  ; 
but  God  dejigned  another.     Abulftda  relates,  that,  when  he 
was  brought  before  Amru^  he  alked  who  that  perfon  w^as  \ 
Upon  which,  they  told  him  Amru.    *«  Whom  then,"  faid  he, 
**  have  I  killed  ?"    They  anfwered,  Kharijah.    Then  Amru 
himfelf  cried  out  to  him,  according  to  this  hiftortan,  Tou  meant 
Amru ;  hutGoi>  meant  Kharijah.     This  Kharijah^  according 
to  Al  Maktn^  was  the  captain  of  Amru^s  guards.     The  fame 
writer  feems  likewife  to  intimate,  that  Barak  Ebn  Abd^allab^ 
the  firft  aflaffin,  was  cut  to  pieces  immediately  after  he  had  at* 
tempted  Co  murder  Moawiyah-,  notwithftanding  what  may 
have  been  advanced  to  the  contrary  by  fome  other  authors  ■^. 
All  aj/hf"      The  third  of  the  confpirators,  Ab^alrabman  Ebn  Afe^em^ 
Jtnated.      who  undertook  to  aflaffinate  Aliy  met  with  better  fuccels,  in 
the  execution  of  his  wicked  deflgn,  than  either  of  his  profligate 
companions.     Being  arrived  at  Cufa^  he  engaged  a  woman, 
whole  neareft  relations  had  been  killed  at  the  battle  of  Aa- 
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iarwanj  and  who,  for  that  reaibn,  bore  an  implacjibk  ha^ed 
to  >/Ef,  by  marrying  her,  and  the  affiftance  of  a  dower,  con« 
fitting  of  3000  Jirbemsy  a  flave,  a  maid,  and  a  promife  of 
yflPs  head,  to  enable  him  to  perpetrate  the  horrid  crime  he 
had  in  view.  To  facilitate  this,  ihe  joined  to  him  two  aflb« 
ciates,  called  fVerdan  ^nd^Sbahib  by  Abulfeda^  who  attended 
him  into  the  mofque,  where  AU  officiated  as  Imam^  the  17th 
of  the  month  of  Ramadan.  Here,  whilft  thefe  three  villains 
pretended  to  quarrel  amongft  themfelves,  Werdan  ftruck  a| 
the  KbaUf  with  his  fword,  but  mifled  him,  and  the  blow  fell 
upon  the  gate  of  the  mofque.  Then  Abd^alrabman  Ebn  Miljim 
gave  him  a  blow  on  the  head,  juft  in  the  fame  place  where  he 
had  received  a  wound  before,  at  the  battle  of  j/bzdb^  or  J/ab^ 
which  was  fought  in  Mohammed's  time ;  and  that  ftroke  proved 
mortal.  After  which,  the  villain  took  to  his  heels,  favingas 
he  made  ofF,  By  tbi.hrd  of  the  Caaba,  /  have  killed  htm.  Of 
the  ailaffins  Sbabib  only  efcaped  the  punifliment  due  to  fo  atro- 
Gtons  a  crime.  For  Werdan^  having  been  feen  with  a  fword 
in  his  hand  lifted  up  againft  Ali^  was  purfued  home  by  a  Mof^ 
lan^  who  killed  him  upon  the  fpot;  and  Abiulrahmin  was 
fetzed,  lurking' in  a  corner,  with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  and 
loon  conflraincd,  by  a  confcioulhefs  of  his  guilt,  to  own  him- 
fclf  the  murderer  of  All.  The  Khalif  oxi^xcA  his  fon  Hafan 
to  put  him  under  arreft,  to  fupply  him  with  neceflaries  of 
every  kind,  and,  if  he  died,  to  execute  him  at  one  ftroke 
only.  Hafarty  according  to  the  authors  followed  by  M. 
IXHerbeloti  probably  fome  of  the  Per/tan  hiftorians,  puiic« 
tually  obferved  what  had  been  injoined  him  by  his  father,  who 
died  either  on  the  19th,  20th,  or  21ft,  of  Ramadan^  in  the 
60th  year  of  the  Htjra^  or  of  Christ  660.  With  thefe, 
however,  the  Arab  authors  by  no  means  agree.  Abu  Jaafar 
Ai  Tabari  and  Abulfeda  relate  this  matter  after  a  quite  dif- 
ferent manner.  According  to  thep,  the  hands  and  feet  of 
the  aflaifin  were  cut  oiF,  his  eyes  put  out  with  a  red  hot  iron, 
his  tongue  cut  out,  and  then  he  was  reduced  to  aihes.  Others 
fky,  that  he  was  firft  beheaded,  and  his  body  afterwards 
burnt.  Here  we  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  account 
given  by  Abu  Jaafar  and  Abulfeda  of  this  tragical  affair  feems 
to  have  the  greateft  appearance  of  truth  on  its  fide ;  iince  the 
enormity  oi  the  crime  and  the  vindidive  difpofition  of  the 
Arabs  render  it  highly  probable,  that,  whatever  orders  Alt 
might  give  b  his  life-time  to,  the  contrary,  the  bloody  v'dlarn 
AhdPalrabman  Ebn  Meljem^  for  fo  execrable  a  fa£t  as  the  af-^ 
laflination  of  the  Khali f  would  be  put  to  a  moft  cruel  death. 
j/tu  Jaafar  writes,  that  All  faid  to  the  people  about  him,  *^  If 
•*  I  recover,  fparc  Abd^alrahmdn ;  but  if  I  die,  fend  him  after 
<^  jjie^  that  I  may  have  an  immediate  opportunity  of  ac^uling 
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<^<  him  before  the  divine  tribunal/'    With  r^ard  to  the  plaoa 
of  his  interment,  authors  are  not  perfedly  agreed.     Soois 
fay,  he  was  buried  oppofite  to  the  moique  in  O&fa ;  others  ki 
^  royal  palace  there ;  and  others,  that  his  fon  Hafan  depofited 
his  remains  by  thofe  of  his  wife  Patem^  at  Mtdina*    But,  ac- 
cording to  Bihn  41  Afinr  and  Abulfeda^  he  was  buried  in  that 
place  which  is  vifited  by  the  Mojkms  as  his  tomb  at  this  day* 
The  fepqlchre  of  Mi  was  kept  concealed  during  the  reigns  of 
the  Khalifs  of  the  family  of  Ommiyab^  and  diicovered  whilft 
one  of  thofe  of  the  houfe  of  Abbai  fat  upon  the  MojUm 
throne.     Adadtf  idawlay  the  fecond  prince  or  &9k&n  of  the 
bcfufe  of  htijahy  who  began  to  reign  at  Bf^gbdad^  in  the  year 
of  the  H^ra  366,  or  of  Christ  976,  under  the  KhaufAl 
'    Taf  Ebn  Al  M9ty\  ereded  a  fuperb  monument  on  the  fpot 
where  All  was  interred,  which  is  called  by  the  Perfians  Kom^ 
bud  Paid  Al  An^vdr^  that  is,  the  dome  of  the  dijlribuier  of  ligJks 
and  graces', 
fie  Chn-      ^'^  ^^  ^^^  obferved  by  fome  of  the  Mofiem  writers,  that 
ilian^i/ri-  AU^  during  the  month  in  which  he  was  killed,  had  feveral 
UrM/my     prefages  of  his  death ;  and  that  fome  words,  when  he  was 
Uitie  rf     in  private  with  his  particular  friends,  to  this  tSc6t  efcaped 
$be  Kha-r  him.     He  was  heard  once  to  fay,  after  he  had  fufiered  a  good 
\\(^tof      deal  of  inquietude,  Alas!  my  hearty  there  is  need  of  patienc^ 
41it  as  no  remedy  can  be  found  Qut  againji  death.    In  fipe,  on  Fri^ 

day^  the  17th  of  Kamaddnj  early  in  the  morning,  when  he 
fet  out  for  the  mofque,  it  was  remarked,  that  a  large  troofi 
of  domeftic  birds  made  an  uncommon  noiie,  as  he  pailed 
/  through  his  yard }  and  that,  when  one  of  his  flaves  threw  a 
ftick  at  them,  to  make  them  filent,  he  faid,  l^t  them  almma  ; 
for  their  cries  are  only  lamentations  foreboding  my  deaths  He 
was  aflaffinated  by  AbJtabrahman  Ebn  Meljem  Al  Mazads^  in 
the  month  of  Rgmadany  in  the  40th  year  of  the  Hijra ;  be* 
ing  then  about  63,  or,  according  to  fome  57,  or  laftly^  aa 
others  will  have  it,  58  years  of  age.  But,  if  we  will  believe 
Abulfiday  he  was  either  63,  56,  or  59  years  old,  when  he  met 
with  his  tragical  fate.  The  wound  would  not  have  been  at* 
tended  with  any  fatal  confequen<;es,  had  not  the  (word  that 
gave  it  been  poifoned  \  but  the  poifon,  foon  diffufing  itfelf  over 
the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  rendered  it  mortal.  He  reigned 
about  four  years  and  nine,  or,  as  others  iay,  ten,  months*  The 
Cbrtftian  hi^ori^s  take  little  notice  of  what  happened  during 
his  Khalifat.  One  of  them,  however^  obferves,  that^  in  ai| 
engagement  between  him  znAModtpijah  near  t^Ss^iraUf^ 

*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari,  Al  Makin,  Ism.  AauLpf  d.  ^ 
Ebn  Al  Axkir.  abi  fiip.  £yTYCH.  Q'Hsa9i;<;  9f  Gr«q«  A^v'l- 
^^EAj,  abi  fqf, 


C  2:  Tie  Hiftcry  of  the  AQibs.  '  3^ 

bj  whidi  he  muft  undoubtedly  mctn  the  battle  of  Seffiin^  tfa« 
latter  had  the  advantage;  which^  according  to  him,  was  oiring 
to  the  want  of  water  £at  AWs  troops  laboured  under,  M$dwi-' 
yob  having  taken  care  to  cut  off  aU  communication  between 
them  and  AtEupbratis,  This  fingle  inflance  is  a  demonftrative 
proof,  to  omit  an  infinite  number  of  others  that  occur,  of  the 
little  lisht  ^ven  by  theCr/^i  writers  to  the  Arabic  hiftory,  during 
die  innncy  of  tjlamifm ;  and,  of  courfe,  clearly  {hews  how 
much  we  are  obliged  to  the  oriental  hiAorians  for  the  affift* 
ance  they  afford  us  in  compiling  that  hiftory  for  diis  particu- 
lar perioa.  T\it  CbriJUan  author  here  referred  to  calls  AU 
die  prince  of  Firfia^  becaule,  as  we  fuppofc,  he  was  in  fome 
meadfure  fupported  by  the  troops  of  Irak^  aild  the  Perfian 
forces ;  and  only  in  general  infinuatcs,  that  he  came  to  a  vio- 
lent death.  Another.  Cbriflian  writer,  of  the  Jacolntt  per- 
iiiafion,  only  intimates,  that  a,  battle  was  fought  by  the  ^fr^x 
engaged  in  a  civil  war,  meaning  that  of  Sefftin^  in  the  year  of 
Christ  657,  without  informing  us  of  the  confequencesof  it^ 
or  communicating  to  us  any  particulars  of  that  adion  \  and 
diat  the  MoJIems  were  harafled  during  the  fpace  of  five  years 
after  Otbmait^  death  with  inteftine  commotions.  That  au- 
thor, bymiftake,  gives  ^Zr  the  name  of  ^^i^x,  and  fays^  that 
this  prince  was  aflaffinated  by  his  own  fubjeds,  whiliihe  was 
on  his  knees  at  prayers.  He  alfo  intirely  omits  the  Kbalifafoi 
Hafqny  Alf%  fon ;  which  was,  indeed,  but  of  a  very  fhort 
and  inconfiderable  duration  ^ 

As  to  his  perfon,  AU  had  a  very  red  face,  large  eyes,  a  pro-  Ali*i  /rr* 
oiinent  belly,  a  large  beard,  a  hairy  breaft,  a  bald  bead,  andy^  mni 
a  very  fwarthy  complexion.  He  was  rather  fhort  than  middle*  (^«r«^i^« 
fizcd  ;  of  a  youthful,  florid,  and  frequendv  fmiling,  counte- 
nance* iSome,  however,  write,  that  he  had  hair  on  his  head^ 
which  was  not  very  grey,  but  formed  into  curls.  With 
legard  to  his  difpoUtion,  this  Khalifa  if  we  will  believe 
tfie  Afojlem  writers,  had  the  fear  of  God  confbmdy  before 
Ida  eyes,  was  extremely  charitable,  jufl,  humble,  and  a  {fare* 
jiuous  defender  of  what  they  call  the  true  religion.  He  was 
|aUb  very  acute,  learned,  and  extremely  well  verfed  in  all  ufe- 
'  arts  and  fciences.  His  bravery  never  failed  him ;  nor  was 
more  eminent  and  confpicuous  for  that  than  for  his  libera- 
and  munificence,  as  well  as  that  fweetnefs  of  temper  which 
remarkably  difHnguifhed  him  on  all  occafions.  His  fecre- 
wcre  AhiaUtaEhn  Raf  and  Sc^id  Ebn  Nmrwi^  of  Han 

^  D^Hbrbsl.  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  ^4.  Ai^  Jaapar  Al  Ta« 
^Ri,  Al  MAKIN9  Abulpbd.  Evtych.  &  Gbbo.  ABu*L-rFA.<« 
%AU  ubi  fap.  Thbophah.  chronograph,  p.  288.  Diomys.  Tsm 
lURSMs.  apod  Jofeph.  Simon.  Afieman«  ubi  fup.  p.  lO}* 
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mdan\  his  principal  judge,  SharihRhn  AlHareth\  the  cap- 
tain of  his  guards,  Mai'kal  Ebn  Kiji  Al  Zabaji ;  and  Ms  chain* 
herlain  Bajher^  or,  according  to  Eutychiusy  Kanbary  his  fcr- 
vant.  The  infcription  of  his  fcal  was.  The  J^ingd'om  belongs 
to  the  only  the  mighty  God  ,". 
TSf/a'  At  I  had  in  all  nine  wives  ;  the  firft  of  which  was  Patcmaj 

milj.  the  daughter  of  Mohammed^  during  whofe  life  he  married  no 
other  woman.  He  had  by  her  three  fons,  Hafan^  Hofein^ 
and  Mohajfan ;  the  iaft  of'  which  died  in  his  infancy.  Hts 
fecond  wife  was  Omm  Al  Nebiyirij  who  bore  him  four  chil- 
dren, Ab(Pallahy  Abbds^  Othmdriy  and  Joafar^  who  were  all 
^  killed  at  the  battle  of  Kerbelah.     AJimah^  his  third  wife,  vvras 

the  mother  of  Tahya  and  Aiin  ;  as  Umm  Habiba,  Was  of  Omar. 
His  fixth  wife,  Khaulah^  was  the  mother  of  Mohammed^  fur- 
named  Ebn  Hanifiyah\  of  whom  a  farther  account  will   be 
given  hereafter.     The  names  of  the  other  three  wives  have 
not  been  handed  down  to  us  by  any  of  the  oriental  hiftorians; 
'  tho'  three  more  of  his  fons,  Mohammed  the  fecond^  Moham- 
med the  younger^  and  Amru^  have  been  mentioned  by  fomc  of 
them.     Befides  which,  there  was  another  thiat  has  been  pafled 
over  in  filcnce  by  all  the  eaftern  writers,     for,  it  clearly  ap- 
pears from  fotne  authors  of  good  repute,  that  he  had  hifteea 
fons,  five  of  whom  only,  tiafariy  Hofein^  Mohammsd  Ebn 
Hanifiyah,  Abbds^  and  Amruy  left  iflue  behind  them.     As  for 
his  daughters,  who  were  no  fewer  than  eighteen,  wc  find  no  * 
material  particulars  concerning  them,  preferved  by  the  ^rab 
hiftorians.     And  let  this  fuffice  for  an  account  of  the  family 
of  Ali^  which  we  could  not  prevail  upon  ourfelves  to  omit 
here,  as  it  will  be  of  fingular  fcrvice  to  us  hereafter,  by  en- 
abling us  to  underftand  feveral  paflages  of  the  Mojlem  hiAo-  . 
rians  ;  which,  without  it,  would  be  almoftj  if  not  altogether, 
unintelligible  ^, 
SomefoT'      A  valt  number  of  the  MoJIems^  and  particularly  all  the 
tberpar-   ShiiteSy  pretend,  that  Alt  was  the  firft  who  embraced  their 
ticulars     religion.     Nay,  fome  of  them  go  fo  far  as  to  affert,  that  he 
€onc4rning  made  profeffion  of  it  in  his  mother's  womb;  and  even  hin- 
bim  and    Jgred  her,  during  her  pregnancy,  from  proftrating  herfelf  be- 
^ir/a-      fQjg   jjjj  jjqI  fljg  commonly  worfhipped.     They  alio  faji, 
•'^'         that  his  mother  was  delivered  of  him  in  the  very  temple 
of  Mecca  itfelf ;  which  never  ^lappened  to  any  one  elfe.    The 
name  his  mother  gave  him  firft  was  Kaid\  but  Mohammed 
changed  it  into  Alt,    The  form  of  benedi6tion  added  by  the 

'Abu  Jaafah  Al  Tabari,  apud  Al Makm,  ubi  fup.  ut  fc  ipfe 
At  M AKIN,  ibid.  EuTVCH.  ubiiup.  p.  342 — 345.  ^  I»m. 

Abvlfed.  Ebn  Al  Athir,  Al  Jannab.  Al  Kodai,  Ahmed 
%3»  YusEF,  &c.  Vide  etiam  D'Herbel.  abi  fup.  p.  94995. 
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MefiitHS^  when  they  name  bim,  is,  Gq-d  glmfy  the  fautf 
Km*  JMcbammed  himfelf  is  reported  to  have  faid  of  him^ 
All  is  for  mfy  and  1  jor  bim;  he  jbrars  the  fame  relation  to  me 
that  Aaron  did  to  Mofes ;  /  am  the  city  in  which  all  knowledge 
is  Jhut  upy  and  he  is  the  gate  of  it.  Several  of  the  eaftern 
writers  have  been  very  prolix  in  their  accounts  of  the  excel* 
lence  and  prerogatives  of  the  houfe  of  Jli.  One  of  them  in 
particular,  named  Amud^  has  produced  a  thoufand  pretended 
traditions  >of  Mohammed  concerning  the  excellence  of  this 
Kbalify  and  in  favour  of  the  Shiites ;  who  gave  him  a  large 
fum  of  money  for  drawing  up  that  c6mpoiition  '• 

The  Shiites  are  the  opponents  of  the  KharejiteSy  of  whom^jr  iir- 
'We  have  already  given  our  readers  fome  account.  Their  name  count  of 
properly  fignifies  y^^^riVj,  or  adherents^  in  general;  but  is  bis  par" 
particularly  ufed  to. denote  thofe  of  Ali  Ebn  Abu  Taleb ;  who^'>^^*'« 
maintain  him  to  be  lawful  Khali fznd  Imdmy  and  that  the  fu- 
preme  authority,  both  in  fpirituals  and  temporals,  of  right 
belongs  to  his  dependents.  They  alfo  teach,  that  the  office  of 
Imam  is  not  a  common  thing,  depending  on  thd  will  of  the 
vulgar,  but  a  fundamental  article  of  religion,  that  could  not 
have  been  left  by  the  prophet  to  the  fancy  of  the  common 
people.     Nay,  fome  of  them,  thence  called  ImdmianSy  have 
not  (crupled  to  ailert,  that  religion  confifts  folely  in  the  know- 
lege  of  the  true  Imam.     The  principal  feds,  or  branches,  of 
the  Shiites  are  five,  which  are  fubdivided  into  an  almoft  inii* 
site  number ;  fo  that  fome  underftand  Mohamme^s  prophecy, 
of  the  feventy  odd  (e/Rs  of  the  Shiites  only.     £ut  Ali  himfelf, 
according  to  Ebn  Al  Athir^  was  of  a  diflerent  opinion ;  fince, 
a  little  before  the  day  of  the  camel j  he  afliired  his  fubje<^s,  that 
the  worft  of  the  feventy-three  fe£ls  into  which  the  Moflems 
were  to  be  divided,  would  be  that  which  fet  him  at  nought, 
and  refufed  to  follow  his  example.     The  Kajfabiansy  one  of 
the  five  primary  feds  of  the  Shiites^  Entertain  very  extrava- 
gant fentiments  in  feveral  points.     They  believe,  that  Ali  was 
more  than  a  man;  and  that  this  fupreme  pontiff  and  director 
of  Iflamifm  is  ilill  living.     They  alfo  reckon  the  fucceffion  of 
the  twelve  Imams  of  the  pofterity  of  Ali  in  a  manner  peculiar 
to  themfelves,  and  different  from  the  computation  obferved 
by  every  other  fed.     The  general  opinions  of  the  Shiites  are, 
^.  That  the  peculiar  defignation  of  the  ImdmySLtid  the  teflimo-* 
nies  of  the  Koran  and  Mohammed  concerning  him,  are  ne* 
ceflary  points.     2.  That  the  ImairCs  ought  necefTarily  to  keep 
themfelves  free  from  light  fins,  as  well  as  thofe  that  are  mort 

'  Ism.  Abvlfed.  de  vit.  Moh^med.  c.  viii.  p.  19,  20,&  alib. 
Al  BoRHARi,  Moslem,  &c.  Vide  etiam  D^Herbbl.  ubi  fup.  p. 
^5*  &  CAGN.lavie.deMahoxQ.  tom.ii.  p.  21a. 

m  grievous 
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grievous.  3*  That  every  one  ought  publickly  to  declare  ivha 
It  is  that  he  adheres  to,  and  from  whom  he  leparates  hiaifelf» 
by  word,  deed,  and  engascmeot;  and  that  herein  there  (hooM 
be  not  the  leaft  diffimiwition.  In  this  laft  point,  however^ 
the  Ziidians^  a  fed  of  the  ShiittSj  fo  named  from  Zeid^  the 
ereat  grandfon  of  Ali^  difiented  from  all  the  reft  of  the  -^^^ 
umsy  whole  tenets  we  are  here  coniidering.  The  great  fchimi 
between  the  8$rmiteSf  or  Traditiontfts^  that  is,  thofe  of  the 
^  Mojlims  who  acknowlege  the  authori^  of  the  Sonna^  or  col- 
ledion  of  moral  traditions  of  the  fayings  and  adions  of  Ah^ 
tammidy  and  the  ShiheSy  or  partizans  of  ^/,  ftill  fubfifts,  and 
is  maintained  on  both  fides  with  implacable  hatred  and  moft 
furious  zeal  at  this  very  day.  This  moft  remarkable  difier- 
ence  at  firft  arofe  upon  a  political  occafion,  which  commenced 
in  the  Khaltfat  of  Alij  as  fufficiently  appears  from  the  pre*^ 
ceding  hiftory  of  that  reign ;  and  was  afterwards  fo  well  im- 
proved by  additional  circumflances,  and  the  fpirit  of  contra« 
di£tion,  that,  at  prefent,  both  parties  deteft  and  anathematize 
one  another  as  the  moft  abominable  of  heretics,  and  even 
/arther  from  the  truth  than  either  the  Chrtjiians  or  the  Jews. 
The  chief  points  wherein  they  differ  kre,  i.  The  Sbiius  re- 
jed  /Ibu  Biir^  Omavy  and  Othm&n^  the  three  firft  Khalifs^  as 
"ufurpers  and  intruders  ;  whereas  the  Sonnius  acknowlege  and 
refped  them  as  rightful  Imams.  2.  The  Shiites  prefer  JB  to 
Mohammidy  or,  at  leaft,  efteem  them  both  equal ;  but  the 
Sonnites  admit  neither  JU^  nor  any  of  the  prophets,  to  be 
equal  to  Mohammed.  3.  The  Sonnites  charge  the  Shiites 
with  corrupting  the  K^ran^  and  neglecting  its  precepts ;  and 

'  die  5^fV/^x  retort  the  fame  charge  upon  the  f^»;?iV^x.  4.  The 
Ssnnitis  receive  the  Sonna^  or  book  of  traditions  of  their  pro- 
phet, from  whence  they  derive  their  name,  as  of  canonical 
authority ;  whereas  the  Shiites  rejeA  it  as  apocryphal,  and 

**  unworthy  of  credit.  And  to  thefe  difputes,  and  fome  others 
of  kfs  moment,  is  principally  owing  the  antipathy  which  has 
fo  long  reigned  between  the  Turks^  who  are  Sonnites j  and  the 
Perjiansy  who  are  of  the  (cA  of  Jli,  Some  authors  main- 
tain, that  thefe  laft  are  fubdivided  into  no  lefs  than  feventy 
different  branches,  or  fmaller  fe£b ;  all  of  which  hold  a  m^ 
tempfychofts^  or  tranfmigration  of  fouls,  and  the  Jl  HoMly  or 
defcent  of  God  upon  his  creatures,  or  the  tranfiniffion  of  the 
fpirit  of  fandity  from  one  perfon  to  another.  The  Khaltfsc^ 
the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  likewife,  and  their  fucceilbrs,  the  5ii- 
ites  confidcr  in  the  fame  light  as  they  do  the  three  firft  Kba" 
hfsy  Abu  Becr^  Omar^  and  Othman.  The  Sonnites  make  ufe 
erf"  the  word  Shiittf,  or  Shiiy  and  apply  it  to  their  ad verfaries^ 
as  a  term  of  reproach,  formed  from  Sbiyahy  denoting  pro- 
perly a  fcandalous  reprobate  fe6l.    For,  a  fed  that  follows 

approved 


approved  cminions  is  called  by  the  Arais  Meibthi  The  pv* 
tizans  of  My  therefore,  ftile  themfelves  Jdaliyaby  which  fig* 
nifies  the  reli^on  of  them  who  foQow  juftice  and  the  rignt  . 
fide ;  and  ftigmatise  the  Sotmites  with  the  odious  appellation 
of  Slnites.  At  thi3  day,  the  powerful  kingdom  of  Pitfia^ 
one  half  of  the  princes  of  the  Xlzbiks^  whoie  dominions  lie 
beyond  the  JthuHj  or  the  Amu^  t\it  Oxus  of  the  antients,  and 
feme  M^bamnudah-  kings  of  the  Indies^  axe  followen  of  AU^ 
and,  amongft  th^  other  Mobammedansy  go  under  the  aforeittd 
opprobrious  denomination  y. 

NoTWiTHST  ANDiN<;  the  fepulchre  oSAR  itfo  well  Vnovmnaxirm^ 
to  be  near  CAfit^  many  of  his  followers  believe  him  to  be  ftiA  ^tf^Mf  ' 
alive ;  and  affirm,  that  he  fhall  come  at  the  end  of  the  world  n9iifi$  ib$ 
with  EUas  in  the  clouds,  and  fill  the  earth  with  piety  and^l^tcsAr* 
juftice.     Nay,  feveral  of  his  votaries  have  carried  their  venc-'*^'*^  ff 
ration  for  him  and  his  dependents  fo  far,  that  they  have  tranf-  ^^* 
girefled  all  bounds  of  reafon  and  decency ;  tho*  fome  of  them 
have  been  lefs  extravagant  than  others.    The  GbolaiUs^  who 
had  their  name  from  their  excejfivi  zeal  for  their  Imamsy  were 
fo  highly  tranfported  therewith,  that  they  raifed  them  above 
the  degree  of  created  beings,  and  attributed  divine  properties 
to  them ;  tranfgreffing  in  both  extremes,  by  deiffring  of  mortal 
inenj  and  by  making  God  corporeal :  for  one  while  they  af* 
iimilated  one  of  their  Intdms  to  God,  which  was  finning  in 
excels  ;  and  another  while  they  made  God  to  refemble  a  crea* 
tore,  which  may  be  confidered  as  a  fin  in  defed,  and  is  con* 
fequendy  placed  in  the  oppofite  extreme.    The  fe£ls  of  thefb 
arc  various,  and  have  various  appellations  afSgned  them  in  dif- 
ferent countries.    Abialkth  Ebn  Saba^  who  had  been  a  Jiw^ 
and  had  aflerted  the  fame  thing  otjojbua  the  fon  of  Nun^  was 
the  ring- leader  of  one  of  them,    'tnis  man  ^ve  the  following 
iaiutation  to  AS^  viz.  Tb9u  art  Tbou^  i.  e.  Thou  art  God. 
And  another,  named  Alaba  Ebn  Dard  Al  Hafadiy  preferred 
^  to  Mobammed ;  pretending  that  the  latter  was  fent  by  the 
former  to  call  all  men  to  him ;  but  that,  being  an  iropoflor, 
he  called  them  to  himfelf.    Some  of  the  Shiitis  aflert,  that 
the  angel  Gabriels  by  miftake,  took  Mobamnud  for  Aliy  be- 
ing deceived  by  the  refemblance  they  bore  to  each  others 
tbofe  two  prophets  having  been  as  like  one  another  as  are  two 
crows ;  whence  it  came  to  pais,  that  they  were  called  Gora* 

y  Al  SHAHaisTAii.  apud  Pocockiam,  In  not.  ad  fpec.  hift, 
Arab.  p.  261,  a6x»  263,  at  &  ipfe  Poo.  ibid.  Oreo.  Abu  VFa- 
EAj*  in  hift.  dynaft.  p.  169.  ^bn  Al  Athir,  obi  fap.  D^Hbrbbl^ 
Bil4ioth.  orient,  art.  Scbidb.  Rycavt*s  fhite  of  the  Ottoman  em- 
piret  b.ii.  c.  10, 12.  Chard,  vpy. dePerfe^  tom.  ii.  p.  169, 1709 
Ice.  GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  iSij,  \Zz.  See  alio  Ocklby's 
^  "  of  the  Sane,  vol.ii.  ^.  30, 88« 
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I  AH  a$ii     •   Bcrr  notwhhftanding  the  ful(bm»  or  rather  impious,  do* 

I  his  family  gies  befiowcd  on  AU  and  his  familv,  they  were  jcurfed  pub* 

turfifd  by  Uddy,  and  exoominittiicated,  in  all  the  mofques  of  the  tm* 
ihi  Kha-  pire^  during  the  reigns  of  the  Kbalifs  of  the  houfe  of  Ommi' 
lift  iifthe  j^^^  ^QQi  ^he  acceffion  of  Ji4o4wiyib  to  the  time  of  Omar 
^^^  ^f  Ehn  Abialam%^  who  fup^efled  that  folemn  maledidlon.  Se^ 
Ctomi-  ^^^  jj^i^p  likewife  of  the  family  of  ^*Wi  expreffed  a  great 
'  averfioh  both  to  him  and  his  pofterity ;  fuch  were  Al  Md'^tadU 

and  Al  MaUnuaUil^  to  whom  he  is  reported  to  have  appeared 
in  their  flcep,  and  threatened  them  with  his  indignation.  On 
thecootraiy,  the  Fatemite  Kbalifs  of  Egypt  ordered  his  name 
to  be  added  to  that  o( Mohammed  in  the  publication  of  the 
times  of  prayer,  which  .the  Muedhdbinsj  or  criers^  made 
from  the  min£r£tSf  or  fteeples,  of  their  mofijues.  The  ori- 
ental writers  mention  feveral  apparitions  of  i&,  after  his  death, 
and  particularly  thofe  that  happened  in  the  days  of  the  Kba* 
Ufs  Al  MoUafmy  Al  Mfiadei^  AlMctawakkel^  and  Al  Kader  \ 
in  the  laft  of  which  AU  ieemed  to  be  of  an  extraordinary  fta* 
ture,  told  Al  Kader  he  fhould  ioon  be  advanced  to  the  Kho' 
Ufat^  and  recommended  the  care  of  his  pofterity  to  him  ^. 
nefteat  AFTER  what  has  been  faid,  it  cannot  appear  wonderfu!, 
mftriied  tathzt  Al?s  wtfdom  ihould  be  fo  celebrated  amon^ft  all  the 
AIL  Mehennmedam.    There  is  extant  of  his  a  CentiUfutum^  or  an 

hundred  fentences^  which  have  been  tranflated  into  Turkifi  and 
Perfian  out  of  the  Arabic  \  as  likewife  a  colieSion  of  veries 
imder  the  tide  of  Amifar  Al  Okail  men  if/har  wafi  al  refill 
which  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  French  king's  library.  We 
^  have  in  the  Bedleian  libraiy  at  Oxford  a  large  book  of  his  fen* 

tences,  or  maxims ;  an  n.nglijb  tranflation  of  which  has  been 
annexed  to  his  hiftory  of  the  Saracens  bjr  the  learned  Mr,  Ockley. 
But  the  moft  celebrated  piece  of  all  is  intitled  Jefr  lOe  Jame» 
It  is  written  upon  parchment  in  myfterious  charaders  inters 
mixed  with  figures,  wherein  are  couched  all  the  grand  events 
that  are  to  happen  from  the  beginning  of  If.amifm  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  This  parchment  is  depofited  in  the  hands  of 
thofe  of  his  family,  and  even  to  this  time  nobody  has  decy-- 
phered  it  in  any  manner  but  Jaafar  Sadek.  For,  as  to  the 
wtire  explication  of  it,  that  is  reierved  for  the  twelfth  Imam^ 
who  is  furnamed,  by  way  of  excellence,  AlMohdiy  or  the  grand 
direGor  «. 
Seme  of  his  BESIDES  the  books  above-mentioned,  feveral  ientences  and 
fentemces  apophthegms,  Under  the  name  of  AH^  occur  in  the  oriental 
attdmax*  writers.    The  author  of  Bjahi  Al  Akyar  quotes  this,  which  is 


Mil. 
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orient,  paff.  <  D*Hbrbel.  Biblioth.  orieat.  in  art.  Ally  p.  95. 

OexLiY'i  hift.  of  the  Sarac.  voK  ii.  p.  84^-87* 

one 


^ 


C  a;  ne  Bift^ry  of  tht  Ar^^  4^ 

one  of  the  moft  ftriktng  and  inftru£tive :  If  a  man  nwdd  bg 
ricb  without  imans^  fowirful  without  fubjgHs^  and  futjeS 
without  a  mqfter  ;  let  him  dgpart  from  fiuy  and  ftrvt  God^ 
and  bo  mil  find  ibife  thru  things.  One  of  his  captains  having 
one  day  afked  him,  with  impudence  enough,  what  was  the 
reaibn  that  the  reigns*  of  Abu  Bear  and  Omar^  his  predeoeflbn^ 
were  k  peaceable,  and  that  of  Otbmam^oA  his  own  ft^  full  of 
troubles  ?  the  £6afi/*anfwered,  with  great  acuteneis  and  faga- 
ci^,  in  the  following  terms :  *'  The  reaibn  is  plain.  It  is 
«*  becaufe  Othman  and  I  ferved  Abu  Beer  and  Omar^  during 
^  dieir  reign ;  and  Othman  and  I  found  no  body  to  ferve  ut 
*<  but  you,  and  fuch  as  art  like  you  ^J* 

There  is  in  thebook  iZirfa'^/ifi^wrlikewife  another  of 
jf/Ts  maxims,  which  Is  extremely  remarkable,  and  diametri- 
cally oppofite  to  the  condud  of  thofe  who  fo  highly  value 
dtemfelves  upon  account  of  their  being  his  followers :  "  Take 
^  care/'  £ud  he,  <^  never  to  feparate  yourfelves  from  the  fo- 
*^  ciety  of  the  other  Mojlems.  For,  he  that  feparates  himfelf 
<<  from  them  belongs  to  the  devil,  as  the  iheep  that  leave  the 
^  flock  appertain  to  the  wolf.  Give  no  quarter,  therefore,  to 
^  him  who  marches  under  the  ftandard  oi  fchifm^  thougb  he 
*<  wears  my  turbant  on  his  head ;  fince  he  carries  along  with 
*<  him  the  infallible  mark  of  a  man  that  walketh  v^rong/'  It 
has  been  remarked  by  M.  D'Herbelotf  that  the  fe&u-ies  who 
entertain  fuch  elevated  fentiments  of  ^/r  have  not  onl^  a  tur- 
bant of  a  particular  form,  but*likewife  that  they  twift  their 
hair  in  a  different  manner  from  that  of  the  reft  of  the  Mof' 
lems.  The  fiimily  of  AH  is  divided  into  feveral  branches  ^ 
the  principal  of  which  is  formed  by  the  defcendents  ofHofein^ 
the  fccond  fon  of  that  KbaUf\  as  this  branch  continues  the 
lineal  defcent  of  the  twelve  ImanU'  Neverdielefs,  the  family  of 
Hafanj  his  eldeft  fon,  who  fucceeded  his  father  in  the  JCba^ 
ijfat^  has  produced  feveral  peribns,  who  have  made  a  confi* 
deraUe  figure,  and  even  occafioncd  infurredions  in  different 
provinces  of  the  empire,  under  the  government  of  the  Kba» 
Ufe  both  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  and  Al  Abbas*  From  the 
former  of  thefe  branches,  and  not  the  latter  of  them,  as  M^ 
D*Herbolot  has  been  pleafed  to  aflert,  (prung  Mohammed^  who 
was  proclaimed  Khalif  at  Medina  in  the  year  of  the  Hqra 
145,  and  who  aflumed  the  title  of  Al  Mohdo^  or  Mahadt^ihot 
is,  tbefupreme^  or  generaly  dire^or  of  the  Moflems.  This 
new  lUfalify  who  was  the  great  grandfon  of  Hofeiuy  had  a 
brodier  called  Ibrahim^  who  cauA^d  Irak^  and  a  great  part 
of  Perfiaj  to  revolt  at  the  fame  time  from  the  Kbabf  Abu 
Jeuijar  Al  Manfur.  fisxt  the  movements  occafioned  in  the 
empire  by  thefe  two  princes  were  not  of  any  longcontinuancej 

'  D*HfiRBBt.  et  OcKL£Y,  ubi  fup. 
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they  having  both  been  foon  defeated  by  that  KhallPs  nephew, 
who  fent  their  heads  to  his  uncle,  whp  wai  then  building  the 
city  of  Baghdad,     Al  Manfur  having  received  advice  pf  that 
vidory,  which  reftore^  peace  to  his  dominions,  took  occafion 
from  thence  to  honour  his  new  city  with  the  title,  orfurnamcy 
of  Dar  al  SaUm^  that  is,  the  houfe^  or  habitation^  of  peace  •• 
Jnotherof    BESIDES  the  afbrefWd  maxims,  or  fentences,  attributed  to 
his  fay'     Ali^  we  find  the  following  paffage  afcribed  to  him  by  Hofein 
ings.  JVptx^'iti  his  paraphrafe  and  commentary  upon  the  Kordn: 

**  God  has  given  men  two  Imamsy  that  is  to  fay,  two  pon- 
•*  tiffs,  or  mediators,  between  him  and  them.     The  firft  is 
/'  the  prophet,  who  is  gone,  and  is  no  more  amongft  them. 
*•  The  f^cond,  which  remains,  and  always  (hall  continue 
^<  with  them,  is  the  prayer  that  they  make  to  obtain  pardon 
«  of  their  fins  ^.'' 
ne  de-         There  was  another  great  grandfon  of  Hefeirty  notwitb-  ■ 
fcendents  ;ftanding  what  has  been   advanced  to  the  contrary  by  M., 
of  hX\        D* HerheUty   befides  that  above-mentioned,  who  began  to    | 
occafion     j^^ke  a  noife  in  the  Khalifat  6f  Hariin  Al  Rafhidy  named  ri- 
f^edi'    -ijyaEbn  Ahd'allah ;  but  he  was  foon  rendered  incapable  of  cx- 
•  '^a''*^''  ccutjng  any  feditipus  defigns.     This  ill  fuccefs,  however,  did 
not  hinder  others  of  yffi's  dcfcendents,  in  fucceflive  periods  of 
^    '  time,  from  making  themfelves  maftcrs  of  feveral  provinces  ; 

as  of  Mazanderan;  in  the  Khaltfat  of  Al  Mojlain  and  Al  Mo^^ 
fadedy  of  Kermariy  in  the  times  of  Ae  princes  of  the  family  of 
'Seijuiy  of  part  oiF  Khorafan  and  Taharijldny  in  the  days  of 
the  Saltans  of  Khowarazmy  of  Taman  and  Cufay  and,  in  fine^ 
of  a  great  part  of  the  provinces  conquered  by  the  Mofkm 
•in  Africa.  The  KhaUfai  being  afterwards  transferred  from 
the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  to  that  of  Al  Abbasy  which  was  nearly 
related  to  Aliy  as  being  defcended  from  their  common  an- 
cefk>r  Hafhemy  the  Khalifs  of  the  former  family  were  ex- 
communicated in  their  turn,  in  the  fame  folemn  manner 
that  Moawiyah  had  excommunicated  All  and  his  family,  in 
^11  the  mofques  within  his  jurifdidion«  Ahmedy  the  third 
fon  of  Al  Bmyahy  furnamed  Moezo" ddawhty  having  made 
>himfelf  mafter  of  Baghdddy  and  confequeittly  of  the  perfon  of 
the  KhaUfAl  Moflakfiy  of  the  houfe  of  AbhaSy  did  not  content 
faimfelf  with  curfing  and  anathematizing  publickly  the  family 
of  Ommiyah  by  word  of  mouth,  but  he  I  ike  wife  ordered  the 
maledidion  to  beingraved  in  large  charaders  upon  the  gates 
of  all*  the  mofques  ;  together  with  the  principal  caufes  of  that 
fulhiination.  Thefe  were,  I.  Becaufe  Moawiyah  and  his  fa* 
mily  had  deprived  AIV\  dependents  of  the  territory  of  FmI^, 

•  D'Herbel.  Bibllath.  orient,  p.  95, 96.  Al  Makin  &  Grec. 
Abu'l-Faraj,  pafT.  ^  Hosein  Wa£Z,  apud  D'Herbd. 

ubi  fup.  p.  95.  ut  et  ipfe  D'Hehbel.  ibid. 
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which  Mobdtnmei  had  given  his  daughter  Fatema  as  a  dower^ 

when  he  married  her  to  Jlu    2.  Becaure  the  members  of  that 

family  would  not  foffer  Hafon  to  be  buried  near  the  remains 

of  his  grandfiather  Mohammed.     3.  fiecaufe  the  houfe  of  Om^ 

tmjab  had  excluded  Jbbds^  from  whom  the  Khalifs  of  his 

^ily  deduced  their  origin,  from  the  number  of  thofe  who 

were  rendered  capable  of  afpiring  to  the  Kbatifat  after  the 

death  of  Omar*     The  fame  Ahmed  had  fo  high  a  regard  for 

the  memory  of  A&y  that  he  once  intended  to  transfer  the 

Khalifat  of  Baghdad  from  the  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Ali^  or 

rather  of  Hajhem^  that  then  reigned,  to  his  lineal  defcend- 

ents ;  tho'  this  deiign,  however  fanguine  that  prince  might 

be  in  the  formation  of  it,  was  never  carried  into  execution  K 

Thus  have  we  finifhed  our  hiftory  of  the  Khalifat  of  AU^  Alt  ontof 
and  given  our  readers  a  fuller  and  more  perfed  account  of  the /^'^m/* 
memorable  tranfadlions  of  that  great  prince's  reign  than  is  to  'fi  ^*v» 
be  met  with  in  anv  other  author.     And  if  we  have  been  a^'^^f** 
little  more  prolix  tnan  ufual  in  our  defcription  of  the  princi-^'^/* 
pal  events  that  happened  during  the  fliort  interval  he  fat  upon^^*^*** 
the  Moflem  throne,  as  well  as  of  the  principal  tenets,  and 
fate  of  his  followers,  even  to  the  prefent  time ;  this,  we  flat* 
ter  our&lves,  will  not  only  be  excufed  by,  but  even  prove  ac<^ 
ceptable  to,  our  curious  readers ;  as  it  contains  in  it  fo  very 
confiderable  a  part  of  the  Arab  hiftory,  and  renders  much 
more  intelligible  what  is  hereafter  to  follow.     Befides,   it 
would  have  been  unpardonable  in  us,  and  fo  deemed  by  all 
our  judicious  and  intelligent  readers,  to  have  been  in  any  re- 
fpcSi  deficient  in  our  relation  of  the  glorious  exploits  of  if//, 
who  was  certainly  by  much  the  moft  coniiderable  perfon> 
after  Mohammed^  that  ever  was  bom  in  the  peninfula  of  the 
Arahi.    Nay,  with  regard  to  his  courage,  temper,  and  under- 
ftanding,  he  feems  to  have  been  at  leail  equal,  if  not  fupe* 
rior,  to  the  Mojlem  prophet  himfelf ;  and  confequently  from 
^ofe  who  paid  fo  great  a  deference  to  Mohamnuih  decifipnsy 
he  ought  to  have  met  with  a  better  fate  K 

SECT.    V. 

•Y^HE  poifqn  communicated  to  the  mafs  of  blood  by  Ab- He  is  fitc 
-■■    dalrahman  Ebn  Meljem  Al  Ma%adi'^  fword  having  xtVkrS^^ded  bf 
dered  the  wound  received  by  Alt  from  that  ailaflin  mortal,  his  bis /en 
friends  defired  him  to  nominate  a  fucceflbr  before  his  death.  K*^**^* 
But  he  told  them,  that,  with  regard  to  this  affair,  he  would 

«  Al  Makin,  Gr£c.  ABu'L.FARAj,etD'HERaBL.  in  Biblioth. 
orient.  pa(L  »»  D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  in  arL  Ah\ 

Ockley's  introdoft.  to  his  hift.  of  the  Sarac.  yoJ,  ii.  p.  xxxviii, 
and  his  hift.  of  the  Sarac.  vol.  ii.  p.  89. 
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fiollow  the  example  ct  the  apoftle  of  God,  who  left  the  dec* 
tion  to  the  people.    However9  his  fon  Hafany  inheriting  hia 
father's  piety,  though  not  his  courage,  and  being  greatly 
•fteemed  on  AU*s  account,  was  advanced  to  the  KhaKfat^ 
ivithout  any  fcrupk  or  debate.    In  the  public  harangue  that, 
is  eldeft  fon,  he  made  to  the  people,*^  immediately  after  bis 
Cither  was  dead,  he  exprefied  his  fenfe  of  the  late  Khalift 
adlaffination*  as  >ire,ll  as  his  fuperior  merit*  in  the  following 
temarkable  terms :  <<  You  have  killed,"  faid  he,  ^<  a  man  on 
*<  the  fame  night  in  which  the  Koran  came  down  from  hea- 
^>  ven,  in  which  Ifa  afcended  into  heaven,  and  in  which 
^  Jojhuay  the  ion  of  Nun^  was  flain.  None  of  his  predccef* 
*<  tors  excelled  him,  nor  will  any  of  his  fuccefE>rs  be  ever 
<<  equal  to  him."    At  his  inauguration,  which  foon  after  fol- 
lowed, Kais  addrefled  himfelf  to  him  in  this  form  :  ^<  Stretch 
.  *(  out  vour  hand,  as  a  token  that  you  will  adhere  to  the  book 
*<  of  (rOD,  as  well  as  the  collection  of  apoftolic  traditions^ 
<<  and  make  war  againft  all  their  oppofers.''    Ha/an  anfwer- 
ed|  '^  Very  wilUogly,  as  the  book  of  God,  and  the  tradidona 
^i  of  his  apoftle,  will  always  ftand  their  ground."  The  prin- 
cipal of  his  other<  fubjeds  then  approaching,  he  infifted  upon 
their  being  obedient  to  him,  at  peace  with  his  friends,  and 
at  war  with  his  enemies.    The  laft  of  which  articles  by  no 
means  pleafed  the  troops  of  Irdkj  who,  being  greatly  fatigued 
with  the  Syrian  vrar,  had  flattered  themfelves  with  the  hopes 
of  enjoying  the  fweets  of  a  durable  peace,  after  the  new  £^0* 
lif  had  mounted  the  MoJUm  throne  ^« 
Atufturi  ^    But  it  was  foon  perceived,  that,  notwithftandiiig  a  fint 
affribend-  of  treaty  had  been  precipitately  ftruck  up  between  Jli  and 
tdhi-        AMwiyahy  a  little  before  the  violent  death  of  the  former^ 
iwegn       fuch  meafures  were  purfued  by  the  latter,  as  muft  in  a  (hort 
Hafan  ^    time  infallibly  difturb  the  public  repofe.    That  prince  kept 
WMoa-  on  foot  a  powerful  army^  with  which  he  threatened  to  make 
^^7^<      an  irruption  into  Irak.    He  looked  with  an  evil  eye  upon 
Hafan^  both  before  and  after  his  father's  death ;  and  even  re- 
fufed  to  recognize  his  authority  after  his  acceffion.     Nay,  he 
afligned  as  a  reafon  for  this,  that  Hafan  had  been  an  accom« 
plice  in  the  murder  of  Othman ;  which  was  a  plain  indication 
of  his  hoftile  intentions,  as  a  greater  aflFront  than  that  could 
not  have  been  offered  him  ^     . 
Hafaa  of-      ^^  the  mean  time,  Hafan  was  prefled  by  thofe  about  him  to 
fers  to  re-  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  Modwiyah\  tho*  he  was  of  a 
fi^n  the      moft  pacific  difpofition,  looked  upon  the  cS'ufion  of  Mojltm 
Khalifat 

to  Moa-         i  Ebn  Al  Athir,  ubi  fup.  Eutych.  uW  fap.  IsM.  ABtfirn, 
WJ>ah  ;      m  hift.  univ.  MS.  Pocock.  in  Bibl.  BodK  Oxoii»  ^  issi« 
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blood  widi  the  greateft  horror,  and  confequentljr  tftr^  ^  hO 
meaos  qualified  for  fuch  an  uadertaking.    However,  he  was 
at  laft  prevailed  upon,  contraiy  to  his  inclination,  to  dedart 
war  againft  Moawiyahy  and  even  to  bt^in  his  march  for  tht 
invaiioa  of  that  prince's  territories.     As  AH  had  left  behind 
him  a  well-dlfciplined  army,  confifling  of  60,000  men,  who 
had  entered  into  an  engagement  to  fupport  him^  and  his  pre-  . 
tenfions,  to  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood ;  He/an  Was  perfuaded 
Co  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour,  and  to  exert  himfelf  in  the 
piofecution  of  it.     Before  the  new  Khali/,  therefore^  began  hia , 
march,  he  (ent  Kais  &bn  Saad  towards  the  frontiers  with  a 
body  of  ia,ooomen;  of  which  ^«iu;i>tfift  receiving  ad vice^ 
he  advanced  to  Mujkin^  a  place  in  the  neighbourhood  and 
diftrid  of  Cufa^   where  he  took  poft  with  all  his  forces* 
Bat,  before  his  arrival  there,  h6  fent  Bujhhr^  or  Btitfhar^  Ebn 
Jrtab  with  a  firong  detachment  to  reconnoitre  the  ene« 
my,  and  give  him  intelligence  of  their  motions*    Bajhar 
happening  to  meet  with  the  troops  commanded  by  Kais  Ebn 
Saady  a  brifk  difpute  enfued  between  them  3  but  which  fide 
had  the  advantage,  we  are  not  informed  by  any  of  the  jfrab 
faiflorians*     Soon  after  the  end  of  the  a£lion,  Hafan^  with 
the  tfmy  he  led  againft  M^awiyah^  reached  Al  Madayen ;  but 
had  icarce  entered  that  place,  when  a  fpirit  of  mutiny,  ex- 
cited by  the  fudden  murder  of  one  of  his  meni  inflamed  the 
troops,  and  had  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  him.  He  was  not 
only,  without  any  regard  to  his  diftihdion,  thrown  from  his 
icat,  but  likewife  wounded  by  fome  of  the  foldiery*  Nay,  upon 
his  rcdring  into  the  caftle  of  AlMadiyen^  in  order  to  avoid  a 
more  tragical  fate,  the  governor's  nephew  follicited  his  unclf 
to  deliver  him  up  into  the  hands  of  Midwiyah.    To  this  the 
governor  turned  a  deaf  earV  ftnd  even  rejeded  the^  propofal 
made  by  his  nephew  with  indignation.    However^  Hafan^ 
finding  himiUf  deferted  by  the  troops  of  trik^  perceiving  tb^ 
other  part  of  the  army  wavering  in  their  fidelity  tohim^  und 
being  fufficiently  frightened  by  the  difturbance  that  had  lately 
happened,  wfote  a  letter  to  MoSwiyah^  offering,  upon  cer- 
tain terms,  to  refign  the  Khalifat  to  him  1. 

BaFORE  the  letter  was  fent  away,  his  brother  Hdfein  did  and aStt^ 
his  utmoft  to  divert  him  from  the  refolution  he  Teemed  tooal/yre/S^m 
precipitately  to  have  uken ;  reprefenting  to  him,  that  nothing'^* 
could  be  a  more  feverc  reAedipn  upon  his  father's  i^eittory 
than  fuch  an  imfeafonable  and  ill-timed  abdication.    But 

'  Uu.Anvtwts.  et  San  At  Ath|$.  tabi  fap.  Aair  jAAfAa 
Al  Tabari,  apud  Al  Nfakifli  10  hift.  Saracen,  lib.  i.  c.  vi.  p« 
44.  Qt  et  ipfe  Al  Makim,  ibid.  Gago.  Amm^-Taka},  in  hift. 
d/naiL  p.  191^  19a. 
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Ha/an  being  well  apprized  of  MoawiyaVs  courage  and  adt- 
vity  on  one  fide,  and  of  the  perfidious  difpofition  of  the  forces 
drawn  from  Irik  on  the  other,  was  determined  to  perfift  in 
his  former  refolution.  Nay,  according  to  fome  authors,  he 
had  before  rendered  himlelf  incapable  of  departing  fr^m  it, 
by  making  a  fimilar  propofal  to  Moawiyah  before  the  laft  ac- 
tion between  Bajhar  Ebn  Artah  and  Kais  Ehn  Saad^  or  Kais 
Ebn  Saiiy  and  the  diflurbance  that  had  happened  at  Al  Ma^ 
doyen.  In  anfwer  to  which,  as  we  find  intimated  by  the  fame 
authors,  Moawiyah  had  fent  him  a  carte  blanche ^  or  a  full  and 
tinlimited  power  to  prefcribe  what  terms  he  (hould  think  fit ; 
afluring  him  of,  an  abfolute  compliance  with  them.  This  pa- 
per, however,  according  to  what  has  been  fuggefted  by  thern^ 
feems  not  to  have  reached  Hafan  till  he  had  fent  his  fecond 
letter ;  which  induced  him  to  defire  art  interview  with  Mod' 
wiyah ;  wherein  he  infifted  upon  more  advantageous  conditions 
than  thofe  he  had  formerly  demanded.  But  with  thefe  Mcdwi-, 
yah  refufed  to  comply ;  alledging^that  it  would  be  di(honourable 
in  Hafan  to  deviate  from  his  own  terms.  However,  at  laft  a 
treaty  was  figned  by  them  both,  which  confided  of  the  follow- 
ing articles.  Firft,  Hafan  jfball  receive  all  the  money  in  the 
treafury  at  Cufa.  Secondly,  Moawiyah  fliall  affign  him  the  re- 
venue arifing  from  Daraljerd^  a  diftri£t  of  confiderable  extent 
In  Perfiaf  Thirdly,  He  (hall  never  relied  upon  the  late 
Khali  fin  the  prefence  of  Hafan*  f^ourthly.  He  (hall  grant  a 
pardon  and  amnefly  to  all  thofe  who  adhered  to  AU ;  and, 
after  his  death,  to  Hafan^  in  the  former  troubles  that  fo  dif* 
traded  the  Mofiems.  Fifthly,  in  confideration  of  thefe  con* 
cefiions,  Hafan  Ihall  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  the  Khalifat^ 
and  confequently  henceforth  recognize  the  authority  of  Mod-- 
iviyahf  as  fupreme  diredor  of  the  MoJkmSy  and  emperor  of 
the  faithful.  The  money  found  in  thie  treafury  at  Cufa  a- 
mounted  to  5,000,000  ^/VAmj ;  but  this  never  came  into  //«- 
fan^s  hands,  as  will  hereafter  more  fully  appear.  AbtiUPa* 
raj  relates,  that  the  eifufion  of  blood  in  the  engagement  be- 
tween Bajhar  and  Kais^  which  flruck  him  with  horror,  firfl 
d'lfpokd  Hafan  to  an  accommodation;  which  manifeftly  im* 
plies,  that,  on  both  fides,  many  men  muft  have  been  killed 
in  that  adion<  It  has  been  obferved  by  Al  Makin^  that  Ha^ 
fan  and  Moawiyah  had  an  interview  at  Mafken,  in  the  41ft 

J^ear  of  the  Hejra^  a  little  before  the  concluiibn  of  the  afore- 
iiid  treaty  ». 
Hafan  re-     From  Ma/ken,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  fcene  of  the 
tires  to      )ate-negotiation,  Hafan  and  Mdawiyah,  after  they  had  fettled 
Medina. 

*  Abv  J  a  afar  Al  TABAax  et  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  Greg. 
Abu*l-Fa&aj,  ubi  fup.  p.  192.  JsM.  Abulfso.  ubi  fup. 
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the  terms  of  the  pacification,  fet  out  in  company  for  Cufa ; 
into  which  they  made  their, public  entry  together,  in  a  very 
amicable  manner.     Upon  their  arrival  there,  Modwiyah  coror 
manded  Hafauy  by  Amru  Ehn  Al  As's  advice,  to  notify  to  the 
people  in  a  fpeech  his  abdication  ;  which  he  did  in  fucn  terms 
as  feemed  to  prefage  a  new  revolution.     This  fo  exafperated 
Aiadtviyab,  that  he  ordered  Hafan  indantly  to  fit  down,  and 
feverely  reprimanded  Amru  for  the  advice  he  had  given  him. 
Nay,  fome  authors  fay,  that  he  was  never  afterwards  thoroughly 
reconciled  to  that  general.     Be  that  as  it  will,  as  fuch  a  public 
fpeech  from  Hafan  was  altogether  fuperiluous,  it  feemed  to  in- 
dicate a  great  want  of  judgment  and  difcretion  in  Moawiyah 
to  require  this  of  him,  efpecially  as  he  might  have  been  len- 
fible  that  it  would  fumifli  an  unhappy  man  with  an  opportu- 
nity of  lafhing  him  who  had  been  the  fource  of  all  his  mif- 
fortunes.     Before  his  departure  from  Cufay  Hafan  accufed 
publickly  the  people  of  Irak  of  his  father's  murder,  of  feveral 
infiilts  offered  to  his  perfon,  and  of  plundering  him  of  his 
lawful  eiFe£b.     The  laft  crime  he  laid  to  their  charge,  their 
condud  after  the  conclufion  of  the  late  treaty  proved  them  to 
be  guilty  of;  for  tho',  by  one  of  the  articles  of  that  treaty,  the. 
public  money  at  Ce^  ought  to  have  been  deoofited  in  his  hands, 
Moawiyah  could  not  prevail  upon  the  inhaoitaots  of  that  city, 
the  capital  of  the  Arab  Irak^  to  put  him  in  pofleffion  of  it, 
by  any  motive  whatfoever.    However,  in  order  to  compenfat^ 
the  lofs  Hafan  fuftained  on  this  occafion,  Moawiyah^vrYiok  am- 
bition had  been  fo  fully  gratified,  ailigned  him  an  annual  pen^ 
fion  of  I  $OyOod  dindrsy  and  made  him  feveral  prefents  of  very 
confiderable  value.     Being  thus  reduced  to  the'condition  of  a 
private  perfon,  he  and  his  brother  Hofein  retired  to  Medina^ 
where  he  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days.     Moil  of  his  vaft 
revenue  he  difpofed  of  in  ads  of  charity ;  and  was  fo  little 
attached  to  the  things  of  this  viotldy  that  he  twice  ftripped 
himfelf  of  all  he  had,  and  thrice  divided  half  of  his  fubftance 
amongft  the  poor.     Notwithftanding  his  abdication,  the  Per* 
fians  affirm,  that  he  was  Khalif  and  Imam  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  They  alfo,  as  well  as  the  other  followers  of  ^//,  main- 
tain, that  he  and  his  tWo  ibns  were  the  three  iirft  lawful 
Imams  °. 

Al  Makin  obferves,  that  the  firft  day  oiHafan^s  KhalifaSHi  reigns 
was  Monday^  and  the  laft  friday ;  as  alfo  that  he  reigned  fxigionfy  about 
months  and  five  days;  bijt,  according  to  AhuUFaraj^  YitiiXfi^mwtbu 
upon  the  throxie  five  months  only.    His  father's  laft  fecretary 

n  Jidcn}  ibid.  Goi^x^not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  119, 123.  Khqn- 
DEMiK,  D'HERBEL.Bibliotb.  orient,  in  art, /f<0^«.  MSS,  Hun^ 
tiiigt.  num.  495.  in  Bib),  fiodl.  Oxon.  - 
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continued  in  his  poft  during  the  (hort  KhaKfa$  of  JIbfon  | 

nvhofe  fymbol,  or  motto,  on  his  feal  was,  llire  is  no  Cjod 

hut  God,  th^  true  (tnd  manifijl  king^    SharHf  Ebn  Al  Hareth^ 

who  had  beenif/Ts  principal  judge,  ferved  his  fon  Hajan  alTo  ia 

the  fame  capacity.    After  the  concluiion  of  the  late  treaty^ 

Jiajan  immediately  ceded  Cufa  to  Mo&wiyah^  who,  with  his 

former  competitor,  made  his  public  entry  into  that  city  on  the 

^6th  day  of  the  former  Ra}n^  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  on 

the  fame  day  of  the  former  Jomdaj  in  the  41ft  year  of  the 

Hijra.    That  Md/ken^  the  place  where  Hafan  and  Moaw^ 

y(ih  had  had  an  interview  before  that  entry,  was  about  a  ftation 

diftant  from  CAfoy  we  may  infer  from  MuU-F^rfij  •» 

fiidt*  Uf  ON  Hfifan*s  arrival  at  Medina j  fome  of  his  friends  there 

flinfs  thi  greatly  cenfured  his  condu^;  which  neverthelefs  has  always 

temmand  been  urged  by  the  Sbiites  as  a  demonftrative  proof  of  the  ex* 

]^a  Mj  cellence  of  his  difpofition,  and  his  tendernefs  for  the  people 

%ftr^h  over  whom,  by  their  unanimous  fufirages,  he  was  appointed 

to  prefide.  The  reafons  he  himfelf  affigned  for  his  condud  on 

this  oGcafion  were,  that  he  was  tired  of^e  world,  and  that 

the  Cufam  were  fo  faithlefs,  perfidious,  and  mifchievous  a 

people,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  ever  to  meet  with 

^ny  afliftance  from  them.    Which  character  of  them  was  ex^ 

tremely  juft,  tho'  afterwards  they  feemed  to  be  touched  with 

remorfe  for  their  traiterous  behaviour  tohimt    For,  when  he 

firft  entertained  thoughts  of  a  refignation,  and  told  diem,  that 

^^  he  W4s  their  commander  and  chief,  of  their  prophet's  fa* 

^^  mily,  from  whiph  all  pollution  had  been  removed,  and 

*^  wl^icH  Gop  had  purified,"  they  all  burfl  out  into  teara^^ 

and  wept  fo  loud,  that  every  one  of  them  might  have  been 

beard  to  fob.    They  alfb  (bed  mgny  tears  at  his  final  depar* 

(ure  from  Cufa^  after  he  had  come  to  a  fixed  refolution  to 

make  Medina  the  place  of  his  refidence,    Nor  did  that  reft* 

lefs  people  fail  ^vipg  fome  dtflurbance  to  his  fucceflbr  Mj^ 

V^ifab ;  tho'  we  do  not  find,  that  this  wjits  attended  with  any 

fatal  effe^ls.    For,  the  Khirejites^  not  long  after  HaJinCz  ar* 

rival  at  Mediff^j  m^de  an  infufre^lion  9gainft  Moiwiyah^y»ho 

thereupon  defired  him  to  lead  an  army  againft  th^m.     But 

flafan  declined  the  command  of  the  arm^  <^ered  hin,  tell* 

ing  the  Kb(4{fy  ^^^*  had  he  bad  a  military  genius,  he  iho«m 

have  exercifed  it  againfl  him,  and  not  have  taken  leave  ctf' 

public  a|&irs,    JHoo^iyaff  piobably  offered  hipi  that  €x>nhr 

,mand,  with  a  view  of  fhortcning  his  days;  fince 'tis  ceitaia 

}^  conceived  ^  iiveriiop  to  bilQ)  on  Itccpupt  of  the  f<^going 

^  Abii  jAAFaa  Al  Tabaki,  Al  Makin,  et  Gaie.  Amv\^ 
tl^%A)>  »bi  fup»  P'{i«W?i-  Kblioih.  <>fi?nt.  j>.  434. 
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^^eecii^  ivlikh,  in  a]]  likelihood,  was  never  afterwards  tlio^ 
fOugM^  obliterated  or  efficed  P.        ^ 

Hasan  enjoyed  the  fweets  of  a  private  life  about  eight  Hi  is  poi* 
years  after  his  aodication,  and  died  at  Aiidina  in  the  49th  ytztfimdintbe 
ti  the  Hejraj  coincident  with  the  year  of  our  Lord  bbt^.ytavftbt 
He  was  poifened  by  his  wife  Jaadab^  according  to  Haftah  Hejra  49. 
Jttru^  who  had  been  brijbed  by  M$awiyah  with  large  prefents 
to  perpetrate  that  execrable  crime.  We  are  told  by  a  very 
learned  author,  extremely  well  veried  in  oriental  hiftoryv 
diat,  by  an  article  of  the  foregoine  treaty,  Modwiyab  engaged 
Umfelf  not  to  nominate  a  fucceitor  during  the  life  of  Hafari ; 
but  to  leave  him  the  power  of  chufing  a  certain  number  of 
peribns,  in  whofe  hands  the  eledion  of  a  new  Kbalif  was  . 
to  be  lodged,  as  had  formerly  been  done  by  Omar,  But 
Modwiyab  havii^  afterwards  an  inclination  to  leave  the  Kba--  , 
Kfat  to  his  ion  fimd^  and  not  finding  this  pradics^le  with- 
out  the  death  of  Hafan ;  in  order  to  gratify  lus  inclination,  he 
prevailed  upon  Jaadab^  by  valuable  prefents,  and  by  pro- 
mifing  her  his  fon  Tizid  in  marriage,  to  put  a  period  to  her 
huiband's  dajrs*  This  ihe  did,  by  rubbing  him  with  a  poi« 
ibned  linen  cloth,  that  had  been  ient  her  by  Moawiyab  for 
that  purpo(e,  which  was  |he  immediate  caufe  of  his  death* 
'  Of  wfaidi  Moawiyab  bein^  apprized,  he  remitted  her  a  funs 
of  500,000  JirbimSf  as  a  reward  for  her  villainy ;  but  took 
care  to  keep  hi  enough  from  her  embraces  his  fon  liziJ.  Ha'- 
fan  was  bom  in  the  third  year  of  the  Hejra^  and  died  when 
he  was  about  47  lunar  years  of  age.  When  he  was  at  the 
point  o£  death,  his  phyfician  told  his  brother  Hofein^  that 
his  bowels  were  confumed  with  poifon.  This  greatly  affeded 
Hofein^  who  begged  Hafan  to  impart  to  him  the  name  of  the 
murderer,  which  it  feems  he  knew,  that  he  might  take  ven* 
geance  of  him  for  fo  barbarous  an  action.  But  this  Hafan 
rtfufed  to  do ;  faying,  ^*  O  brother!  the  life  of  this  world  is 
^  made  up  of  nights  that  vaniih  away.  Let  him  alone,  till 
^<  he  and  I  meet  before  the  divine  tribunal,  where  he  wUl 
^  certainly  have  juftice  done  him."  Some  authors  relate,  that 
Jaadab  was  clear  of  the  horrid  fa£{  laid  here  to  her  charge ; 
and  that  certain  oi  his  fervants,  at  the  inftigation  of  MoA^- 
vnyab^  found  means  to  difpatch  him.  Be  that  as  it  will,  it 
is  univerfally  agreed,  that  Moawiyab  was  the  principal  agent 
in  this  tragical  affair,  and  had  the  chief  hind  in  effeSing 
bis  deftru£Hon.  Hafan  was  bom  in  the  middle  of  the  month 
of  Ramadan^  and  died  either  in  the  former  Rahi^  or  Safar^ 
Thofe  who  aflert  his  wife  to  be  innocent  relate,  that  he  had 

p  MSS.  Huntlngt.  nmn.  495.  in  Bibl.  Bodi«  Oxom  Citsi>. 
|.       AsuVFaxa;,  ubi^fup.jp.  193. 
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a  poifonous  draught  given  him  by  one  of  his  fervants,  at  the 
requeft,  or  rather  command,  of  Moiwiyab^  which  almoft  in* 
ftantlv  deftroyed  him.  Hafan  was  of  a  very  mild,  humane, 
beneficent,  and  pious  difpolition  ;  and  deferve^  a  much  better 
fate.  From  the  year  of  the  Hejra^  in  which  this  prince  was 
born,  it  appears  pretty  plainly,  that  his  father  Jli  muft  have 
been  at  leaft  fixty-three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  d^th, 
in  agreement  with  what  we  find  advanced  by  fome  good  au- 
thors ;  and  therefore  could  not  have  been  then  fq  young  as 
others  have  made  him.  Hafan  performed  five-and-twenty 
journies  on  foot,  according  to  Al  Makin^  though  be  had  horfes 
attending  him  in  all  thofe  peregrinations^. 
iomi  re*  AMONGST  other  traditions  concerning  this  JUmlif^  current 
markabh  in  all  places  where  Ifiamifm  prevails,  there  is  one  that  has 
farticn-  been  handed  down  to  fucceeding  generations,  containing  fe- 
Jarsnlai'  yeral  remarkable  particulars  of  him.  According  to  this,  he^ 
ing  tojfim  ^2i<^  extremely  like  his  grandfather  Adfikammed^  who,  as  jbon 
aMObufa'^  he  was  born,  fpat  in  his  mouth,  and  named  him  Hafan. 
•"v*  That  pretended  prophet  frequently  exprefled  his  fondnefe  <{ 
this  favourite  child,  fays  the  fame  tradition,  in  a.  ^^cry  dif- 
agreeable  manner.  When  he  was  officiating  in  the  mofque, 
little  Hafan  would  fometimes  clamber  up  to  him;  when,  in 
order  to  pleafe  the  boy,  he  would  defignedly  prolong  the 
prayers.  Nay,  fometimes  in  the  midfl  of  a  difcourfe  to  the 
people,  if  he  faw  Hafan  and  Hofein  approaching  him,  he 
vould  come  down,  embrace  them,  and  take  them  up  with 
him  into  the  pulpit ;  and,  after  making  an  apology  fpr  his 
condudon.that  occailon,  proceed  in  his  harangue.  This 
could  not  but  greatly  endear  Hafan  to  all  the  Jrabsy  who  ha4 
any  real  regard  or  veneration  for  the  memory  of  Mohammed, 
Nor  is  it  to  be  doubted  but  he  would  have  firmly  feated  him- 
felf  upon  thje  Mojlem  throne,,  had  he  been  a  man  verfed  in 
military  affairs  \  fince  the  Syrians  only  fct  up  Moawiyah^  be- 
caufe  there  was  none  to  oppofe  them.  We  are  told  by  an 
anonymous  Arab  writer,  that,  according  to  a  tradition  of 
Sefinaky  the  apoflIe*8  freed-man^  Mohammed  {iii^  *'  The  AT&tf- 
^^  lifat  ihall  continue  after  me  thirty  years,  and  then  (hall 
^<  commence  a  kingdom*"  Erom  whence  he  inferred,  that,^ 
as  Mobammed^s  death  preceded  Hafan^s  abdication  juft  thirty 
years,  their  apofUe  was  a  true  prophet,  and  Hafan  his  rightfiit 
iucceflbr.  Al  Bokkari  alfo  relates,  that  Mohammed  one  day 
looking  earneflly  on  litt)e  Hafan^  then  with  him  in  the  pul- 
pit,  broke  out  ijitp  the  foUowiing  prophetic  exclamation  ; 

f  Hafbdh  Abru,  apod  D'Herbel.  ubi  fup.  p.  434.  Al  Ma- 
.l^iN,  ubi  fup,  4).  47.  £f^N  Av  Atuir,  Oakley's  hi^.  of  the  ^a- 
rac.  vol.  ii.  p.  07— 10 1. 
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*'  O  people !  by  means  of  this  fon  of  minC)  the  Lord  Goxj 

(«  {h:dl  untie  two  great  contending  parties  of  the  Moflimsy 

No  wonder  $ben  that  Hajian  {hould  ftill  be  reckoned,  even  by 

a  nft  number  of  the  Sonnites  themfelves,  fo  illuftrious  an  Imam* 

Ht  had  in  all  twenty  children ;  fifteen  of  whom  were  fons^  **  *., 

and  five  daughters.     The  Perjjam  maintain,  that  the  fuccef-  \ 

fioa  of  Imams  pafled  from  Hafan  to  his  younger  brother  H^ 

fnn.    It  may  not  be  ami(s  to  obferve  here,  that  Hofein^  ono 

of  tile  dependents  of  Hafan^  revolted  in  the  Khalifat  of  if/. 

H»&  Ebn  Al  Mohdi^  according  to  M.  D^Herbiloty  and  caufed 

himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  £6tf£/*  at  Me<iUna^  in  the  year  of  the 

B^ra  169.  But  of  this^our  readers  may  expe£l  a  full  and  par^ 

ticular  account  in  its  proper  place  i*. 

Ans  Ebn  Maiec  report:    t^nt  a  woman  having  onceHafimV  " 
made  him  a  prefent  of  a  bunch  ot  fine  herbsv  he  afked,  y9ht^gener9fi$f> . 
thcr  (he  was  a  firee- woman,  or  a  flave  ?    To  which  (he  re-/«f/«"«4 
plied,  a  (lave ;  but  that  neverthelefs  the  herbs  (he  had  pre-7^'« 
fented  him  with  were  rare  and  curious.     Upon  which,  he 
gave  her  her  liberty,  and  faid  to  thofe  about  him,  <^  We  havtf 
^^  been  intruded  by  God  himfelf  to  give  to  thofe  that  make 
*<  us  prefents  fomething  more  valuable  than  what  they  bring 
^  us."     By  which  he  intimated,  that  this  moral  inftrudion 
was  contained  in  the  Kmran ;  which  the  Moflems  are  taught  to 
receive  as  the  word  of  God.     This  may  be  confidered  as  an 
infbnce  of  that  generous  and  munificent  difpoiition  for  which 
he  has  been  celebrated  by  fome  of  the  Arab  hiitorians  *• 

It  has  alfo  been  related  of  this  Khali fy  that  a  flave  having  Hri^Mf« 
once  thrown  a  di(h  of  broth  boiling  hot,  as  he  fat  at  table,  rofity  /• 
upon  him,  and,  fearing  his  refentment,  immediately  fell  on  ^ff^'^^ 
his  knees,  and  repeated  thefe  words  :   ^<  Paradife  is  for  thofe^^^ 
*^  who  bridle  their  anger."    Hafan  anfwered,  ^<  I  am  not 
*'  angry."    The  flave  proceeded  j  ".  and  for  thofe  who  for- 
s«  ^ve  men."    '*  I  forgive  you,*'  faid  Hafan,    The  flave, 
however,  finifhed  the  verfe;  adding,  ^' for  God  loveth  the 
*«  bcnefKcnt."     *'  Since  it  is  fo,"  faid  Hafan^  *'  I  give  you 
**  your  liberty,  and  four  hundred  pieces  of  filver."  A. noble 
inftance  this  of  moderation  and  generofity  ^ ! 

The  following  fentence  oi  Hafan  has  been  quoted  by  (omc  One  of  his 
of  th9  Moflems.     ^^  The  tears  which  are  let  fall  through  it^fintmui. 
^^  votion  mould  not  be  wiped  off,  nor  the  water  which  re* 
^*  mains  upon  the  body  after  legal  ablution ;  becaufe  this 
"  water  makes  the  face  of  the  faithful  (bine,  when  they  pre* 

'  MS.  Hunt,  in  Bib!.  Bodl.  Oxon.  ubi  fup.  D'Herbel.  ubi  fup. 
p.4i4,4t5,434..KHONDEMia9  Al  Makiv,Greg.  Abu*l^Paraj^ 
&c.  ■  AnsEbnMalec,  apud  D^Herbel.  abi  fup.  AbuJaa* 
FAR  Al  Tabar.  et  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  47.  <  ^y^^,  R abi 

AlAjcyar,  apud  D*Herbcl.  ubi  fup.  uc  et  ipfeD^HERBSL.  ibid. 
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^  fent  tkeiniUTcs  before  God."  In  fine, the  beneficent  adiooit 
and  moral  maxims,  of  this  pious  Im^  are  confidered  almoft  ^ 
in  the  fame  light,  by  a  great  number  of  the  Meflims,  as  cna 
thofe  of  his  father  jfii  and  the  prophtt  Mohammed  himfelf «. 
lie/ri'         SoMB  of  the  Shiius,  in  cppoiition  to  the  body  of  the 
fuentlyJi*  Perfian  nation,  deduce  the  line,  or  defcent,^of  the  Im^ 
njorced  bis  from  Jbd'allab^  one  of  HaJarCs  fons,  or  rather  from  his  ion 
mnvtt.      Tahyay  and  not  from  the  dependents  of  HofiiH.     Tho'  /&« 
ySris's  wives  were  all  extremely  fond  of  him,  yet  he  frequently 
divorced  them^  and  married  new  ones.    As  Ha/an  and  Ib^ 
fain  were  the  fons  of  FatimOj  they  were  looked  upon  as  the 
children  of  Mobammed  himfelf,  who  in  aU  reipeSs  ever  treated 
them  as  fu^h  v. 
ifhn  bit'     Though  Hafauy  in  his  will,  defired  to  be  buried  near  his 
rkd*^        grandfather  Mchammid^  and  therein  left  diredions  for  that 
purpofe  i  yet,  as  this  was  oppofed  by  Saidj  th<^  governor  of 
Medina^  Merwan  Ebn  Jl  Hahm^  and  ail  the  mndees  of  the 
houfe  of  Ommyab  then  in  that  place,  jfyeflnij  m  whofe  houfe 
the  body  of  the  prophet  lay  interred,  would  not  fuflSsr  his  re* 
'    mains  to  be  depofited  there.    This  gave  great  difguft  to  aH 
the  members  of  Ali*^  family ;  (o  that  (he  animofities  between 
them  and  the  houfe  of  Ommiyab  toft  to  a  greater  height  than 
ever.    According  tofome  authors,  therefore,  he  was  inhumed 
in  the  common  buryii^-place,  called  Al  Baity  at  MtdtnOm 
Others  fay,  his  body  was  placed  in  his  mother  FaUmd'%  tomb  ; 
and,  laftty,  others  relate,  that  it  was  buried  at  Tanbo^  a  town  on 
.  the  fea  JlKolzomy  at  no  very  great  diftance  fromMedinay  with** 
out  handing  down  to  us  any  account  of  the  circumftances  at« 
tending  that  event  K 

S  E  C  T.    VI. 

MoAwi-    |3  Y  Hafan*s  rcfignation  of  the  Khalifat^  and  the  ceffion  he 

yah  bi'     SJ  made  of  the  territories  over  which  he  presided,  Moawiyab 

^»''y^^'  became  fole  and  fupreme  emperor  of  the  Mojlems.    Hefein^ 

'^PVY ^^ initeiy  Al?%  fccond  fon,  poffeffcd  the  hearts  of  the  people  j 

J    Moi-   j^^  Moawiyah^  who  was  a  man  of  fteady  conduct  and  great 

'"**        abilities,  had  the  army  at  his  devotion.     He  was  the  fon  of 

Jtbu  Sofiani  who  was  one  of  the  principal  perfons  of  the  tribe 

«  ofKoniJby  and  commanded  the  forces  of  that  tribe  both  at 

the  battles  of  Bedr  and  Ohod ;  in  the  latter  of  which  he  was 

vidorious  over  the  Mojlems.    His  courage,  riches,  and  great 

capacity,  rendered  him  the  moft  confpicuous  perfon  of  hia 

tribe ;  fo  that  Mohammed  met  with  vaft  oppofition  from  him 

'  in  the  execution  of  his  defigns.    After  the  a&ion  of  OboJ^ 

■  D^HfRBEL.  ubifup.  p.43;.  ^  Khondemir,  D'Her- 

BEL.  ubifup.  p.  435.  »  Ebn  Al  Athir,  D'Herbel,  uM 

fup.   Ast;  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  et  Al  Makxn,  ubi  fop.    Abul- 
rxix.  in  defaipt.  Arab.  p.  45.  Oxon.  1 7ii»4  as 


as  one  of  die  conixnentators  on  the  Ktrin  pretends,  the  AUc^ 
(MS  were  afflided,  at  the  prayer  of  the  prophet,  with  b  ter<» 
ffifale  a  faraine,  that  they  were  obli^  to  feed  upon  dogs,  car- 
rion,  burnt  bmes,  and  a  ibrt  of  miiarable  food  made  of  blooi 
and  camel's  hair,  called  iUnZy  which  the  Arabs  never  ufed  to 
cat  but  in  times  of  extreme  fcarcity.    At  this  forrowful  junc* 
ture,  Jbu  Sofiim  expoftulated  vsrixh  Mohamnudm  the  follow- 
ing terms :  ^*  Tdl  me,  I  adjure  thee  by  God  and  the  rda- 
*^  tioa  that  is  between  us,  doft  thou  think  thou  art  fent  as  a 
*^  mercy  unto  all  creati^res ;  fince  thou  haft  flain  the  fathers 
^  with  the  fword,  and  the  children  with  hunger."    This  diP* 
covered  a  fixed  and  fettled  averfion  at  that  time  in  this  noble 
Arab  to  Mohammed  and  his  followers ;  notwithftanding  whkhy 
he  fouiid  himfelf  obliged  to  fubmit  to  that  impoftor,  and  em- 
brace Iflanufaiy  in  order  to  (ave  himfelf  and  his  family  firom 
immedjate  dHlnidion,  after  the  redu£Uon  of  Mecca.    Meih 
mfah  and  his  wife  declared  their  aflcnt  to  die  two  fundamental 
ardcles  of  the  M^Jkm  aeed,'  the  fame  day  that  their  father 
Abu  Sefian  made  profeffion  erf*  the  Mehammedan  faith.     Abu 
SefioHy  after  his  converlion,  begged  three  things  oi  Mobam' 
wed\  that  he  would  appoint  him  commander  in  chief  of  adl 
his  forces  that  were  to  aft  againft  the  infidels ;  that  he  would 
make  his  fbn  Moawiyah  his  fecretary,  and  marry  his  fecond 
daug^iter  GoTUih*    The  two  firft  of  which  petitions  he  readily 
granted,  but  refufed  to  comply  with  the  third.     Our  curious 
iPeaders  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  find  here  the  fubftance  of  the 
yrophet^s  prayer  mentioned  above,  which  was  coiKeived  in  ' 
the  following  terms :  ^  O  God,  fet  thy  foot  ilrongly  upon 
•*  Modar^*  an  ancefter  of  the  Kmnijh^  **  and  give  t^iem  years 
^  like  the  years  of  ^0/^6."    Whereupon,  as  the  commen- 
tator here  referred  to  intimates,  the  aibrefaid  dreadful  famine 
immediately  enfued  y. 

Soon  after  Moawiyah  bad  allumed  the  government,  the  The  KhA^ 
f3idrejites  took  the  field  againft  him  with  a  confiderable  army,  rejites 
The  KhaHf&cR.  made  application  to  Ha/an,  to  march  againft  rgbc/^ 
dirm  with  a  body  of  Arabs ;  but  that  prince  refiding  to  un^ 
dertake  fucb  an  expedition,  he  fent  the  Syrian  troops  to  ro- 
dttce  the  rebels  to  his  obedience.     Thcfe  fdon  brought  the 
JLbarejiUs  to  a  general  a£tion ;  but  they  were  defeated  with 
confiderable  lo&,  and  the  rebels  remained  mafters  of  the  field 
of  battle.    The  C£fans^  however,  who  were  much  better 
troops  than  the  Smaxs^  being  prevailed  upon  to  take  up  arms, 
jbon  extinguiihed  the  rebellion,  and  fettled  Moawiyah  more 

y  MS.  HoDt.  ubi  (up.    tsM.  Abvlfbd.  de  vit.  Mohammed, 
f .  xxvii.  p.  56-^61 « €.  xyxit  p.  64-^6.  €t  c.  li.  f*  joa-^xoS^.  A4. 
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firmly  than  ever  upon  the  Moflem  throne.  We  find  this  per* 
nicious  (t8t  of  the  Kharejites  called  CharurgiUs  by  Tbeotbants^ 
who  juft  touches  upon  the  rebellion  mentioned  here.  He  alfo 
denominates  the  Hajhemites^  or  family  of  Hifiam^  tfamius^ 
and  the  people  of  Irik^  HeraciteSy  or  Heraiites ;  but  has 
handed  down  to  us  very  few  particulars  relating  to  thein% 
This  KhalifYizA  been  an  officer  twenty  years  under  Omarmd 
Otbmdn^  and  had  greatly  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  feveral  ex- 
peditions. He  was  inaugurated  in  %ie  month  of  the  former 
Rabi^  and  the  forty-firft  year  of  the  Hejra.  Soon  after  Ha^ 
fan's  abdication,  he  conftituted  AlM^heirah  Ehn  Sbaaba  so* 
vernor  of  Cufa^  Abiallah  Ebn  yfmer  of  Bafra  and  KhorafaH^ 
AfifwAn  Ebn  AlHakem  of  Medina^  and  Abd^allah  Ebn  Hazem 
j9f  Damafcus^  where,  immediately  after  his  departure  from 
Cufa,  he  fixed  his  refidence.  He  alfo  appointed  again  this 
year,  that  is,  the  4)  ft  year  of  the  Hejra^  according  to  M 
Makin^  Amru  Ebn  Al  As^  who  had  adhered  to  htm  with  lb 
much  fylelity,  lieutenant,  or  viceroy,  of  Egypt  *• 
Moawi-  But  notwithftanding  the  fuccefs  Moawiyan  had  hitherto  met 
yah/r-  with,  Ziyady  his  brother  by  the  father's  fide,  tho'  a  baftard, 
^T'^.^^'.  ^^^^^^  &  recognition  of  his  authority.  Ziyad  was  made  go* 
yad  in  bis  vernor  of  P/f/w  in  the  Khalifat  of  Mi^  as  has  been  already 
intneft,  obferved  j  and  difcharged  his  duty  in  that  poft  with  great  re- 
putation to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  the  people.  He  was 
,  magnanimous  and  brave,  and  of  an  exceeding  good  capacity  i 
tho*  Abu  Sojidn  durft  not  own  him  for  fear  of  Omar,  He  was 
born  in  the  very  year  of  the  Hejra,  and,  by  his  eloquence  and 
great  abilities,  fo  cliftinguifbed  himfelf,  that,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Companions  in  Umar'^s  reign,  Amru  Ebn  Al  At  pub- 
ticklv  declared,  that,  had  he  been  of  the  tribe  of  Ksreijhy  he 
would  have  driven  all  the  Arabs  before  him  with  his  walking- 
ftick.  In  Omar's  time,  he  had  been  made  a  Kadij  or  judge  ^ 
and  Al  Mogheirahy  for  incontinency,  had  been  brought  before 
him ;  but  either  out  of  favour,  or  becaafe  the  witncfTes  failed 
in  point  of  proof,  he  difmifled  the  peribn  accufed,  and  ordered 
the  witnefles  to  be  fcourged  feverely.  This  could  not  but  greatly 
indear  him  to  AlA^ogbeirab^vuhOjfrom  that  moment,  contraded 
a  moft  intimate  acquaintance  and  cordial  friendfhip  with  him. 
When  Hafan  refigned  the  Khalifat  to  Mo&iviyahy  Ziyad  was 
lieutenant  of  Perfia,  and  retided  in  that  quality  ztlftakhra^  or 
Ejlakhr.  Here  he  had  ere£led  a  very  ftrong  citadel,  for  his 
farther  fecurity,  which  he  made  the  place  of  his  habitation. 

*  Ebn  Al  Athir,  Greg.  Abu*l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  193, 
. Abv  Jaapar  Al  Tabaxi,  apud  A]  Makin,  ubi  fup.. p.  46.  ut  ec 
ipfe  AlMakim,  ibid  .Tbiopkan,  chronqgraph.  ^.289.  £y^ 
TYCH.  annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  344,  345/ 
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iAawiyah  fearing  left  he  fliould  join  the  houfe  of  HSfiem^-zni 
by  Aat  jun^on  give  him  no  fmall  difturbance,  owned  him 
publickly  for  his  brother  s  thinking  this  might  be  a  means  of 
bringing  him  over  to  his  intereft.     In  order  likewife  to  facili- 
tate the  execution  of  his  fcheme,  he  procured  the  affiftance  of 
JI  Aisigbeirab  Ebn  Shaaba^  his  governor  of  Cufa ;  who  made 
£>  ffood  a  ufe  of  his  friend&ip  with  Ziyady  that  at  laft  he  pre« 
vailed  upon  bim  to  tak^  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Moawiyah. 
The  KhaUfy  in  return,  by  the  teftimony  of  the  Greek  flave, 
ftill  living,  on  whofe  wife  Abu  Sefiariy  beine  heated  with  wine* 
before  the  publication  of  the  Korany  had  begotten  Ziyady 
proved  his  baftard  brother  to  be  the  real  fon  oiAbu  Sotian^ 
and  confequentl^  a  member  of  the  tribe  of  Koreijb,     This 
teftimony  was  (q  decifive,  that  it  amounted  to  a  full  evidioa 
of  the  point  to  be  proved,  and  of  courfe  demonftrated,  that 
Ziyad  was  moft  nearly  related  to  the  KhMf.    HoWever,.  this 
was  the  iirft  time  that  the  Koran  was  openly  violated  in  a  judi* 
dal  way  of  proceeding.    For,  by  the  decifion  of  that  book,  the 
child  belonged  to  the  Greeks  as  its  legal  father,  who  had 
married  its  mother ;  iince,  according  to  this  decifion,  which      s 
had  been  left  by  Mobammed  as  a  dire£lion  in  all  fuch  cafes^ 
tbi  child  was  adjudged  to  the  blankets^  and  the  wbore  to  tbe 
Jione.^  that  is,  the  child  was  to  be  brought  up,  and  the  whore 
to  be  fioned.     This  condu£t,  therefore,  of  the  Khalif  gave 
great  difguft  to  his  family,  as  a  baftard  had  been  thereby  in* 
troduced  into  it,  and  his  father^s  memory  feverely  refle£ted 
upon.     But  this  gave  no  manner  of  uneafinefs  to  Moawiyahi 
as,  by  bringing  his  fcheme  to  bear,  he  had  fecured  intirely  in 
his  intereft  the  greateft  man  of  the  age.     This  important  af«- 
fair  was  thus  happily  terminated  in  the  42d  year  of  the  Hejra^ 
according  to  Al  Making  and  not  the  44th,  as  we  find  ailerted 
by  Mr.  Uckley ;  who  does  not  only  oppofe  the  aforefaid  author^ 
but  is  likewife  inconiiftent  v^th  himfelf  in  what  he  has  ad- 
vamced  on  this  occafion  «. 
I       The  43d  year  of  the  Hejra  was  remarkable  for  the  death  Amni 
^  of.  the  famous  Amru  Ebn  Al  Asy  of  whom  Mobammed  vi  re- Ebn  Al  At 
[  ported  to  have  faid.  There  is  no  truer  a  Moflem,  nor  any  one  and  Ah» 
\  mmrejledfetft  in  tbefaithy  than  Amru.     He  was  juftly  efteemcd  d'allah   . 
^^one  of  the  greateft  men  amongft  the  Arabs  of  the  age  in^bnSa- 
'  which  he  lived,  as  ftanding  diftinguiflied  from  almoft  all  his  ^^'^^'<''. 
^  countrymen  by  his  quick  apprehenfion,  his  folid  judgment, 
his  undaunted  courage,  his  iingular  refolution,  as  well  as  his 

*  Abv  Jaapah  Al  TAaAUx  et  Ai.  Makin,  ubi  fap.  Ism. 
AatJLFio.  hift.  aniv.  vol.i.  MS.  Pocock.  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon. 
;•  GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  1 1 3*  OciCLBr%  hlft.  of^che  Sarac.  vol. 
t  H.  p.  112— «ii6. 
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moft.  profound  fagactty  and  penetration.  He  was  atways  ex- 
cellent in  his  advice,  fure  and  fixed  in  his  refolves,  and  i^>eedy 
in  their  execution.  He  was  made  Ikutenant  of  Egypt^  whi<^ 
he  conquered  in  the  Khalifat  of  Omar^  and  was  continued  by 
Othmdn  four  years  in  that  poft.  Being  afterwards  difmifled  by 
the  \?AKhaltfbom  that  high  office,  he  retired  into  Pahftine^ 
Vrhcre  he  lived  a  private  life.  After  Othman*s  death,  at  Mod* 
wiyah's  invitation,  he  entered  into  his  fervice,  and  was,  in- 
deed, his  principal  fupport.  That  Khatifhnt  him  once  more 
into  Egypt,  in  the  quality  of  lieutenant  of  that  rich  and  fer- 
tile country ;  the  whole  revenue  of  which  he  allowed  him^ 
upon  condition  that  he  kept  on  foot  a  body  of  troops  fufficient 
for  its  defence.  We  are  told  by  ^n  oriental  author,  that,  be- 
fore he  embraced  Iflami/m,  he  wrote  fome  fatirical  pieces  up* 
on  Mohammad ;  and  that  fome  of  his  proverbs  and  poetry  are 
fiill  extant.  The  dying  fpeech  he  made  to  his  children  is  (aid 
to  be  mafculine  and  pathetic.  In  it  he  laments  that  tie  ever 
exercifed  his  wit  in  expofing  the  prophet.  This  year  likewife 
died  jfbtfallah  Ebn  Salam,  a  Jew^  very  intimate  with  M^* 
hammed^  and  an  early  convert  to  his  religion..  One  of  the 
Konijh  lent  him  once  1200  ounces  of  gold,  which  he  verr 
pundually  paid  at  the  time  appointed ;  and  to  this  honeft 
adion  a  panage  of  the  Korcn  is  fuppofed  to  allude.  He  was 
believed  by  fome  to  have  aflifted  Mohamnud  in  the  compiling 
his  pretende'd  revelations ;  which  if  we  admit,  'tis  no  wonder 
he  (nould  be  fo  commended  for  his  knowlege  and  faith  in  the 
Korin.  After  the  death  kA  Amru,  Moinviyah  made  his  bro- 
ther, Atha  Ebn  Abu  Sofian,  governor  of  Egypt,  who  died  the 
following  year.  Okba  Ebn  Amer  fucceeded  him,  and  was 
removed  from  his  poft  in  the  vear  of  the  Hejra  45.  After 
him  came  Mofeilama  Ebn  MokhalUd  of  Medina,  who 
tifec]  the  function  of  lieutenant  of  Egypt  till  the  death  of 
.  iviyah.  Amru  died  on  the  feftival  of  Al  Fatar,  and  his  Uiitk 
Jlbd'aUab  prayed  over  him  at  the  place  of  his  interment. 
About  this  time,  Moawiyah  profcribed  and  exercifed  great 
cruelties  upon  the  followers  of  Ali^  as  we  learn  from  AhuU 
Faraj  *. 
75^#Kba*  NlOAWiYAH  beings  informed,  that  the  territory  of  Bafrm 
\\{  makes  was  infefted  with  robbers  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  peo|de 
Ziy&d^^  there  could  not  follow  their  lawful  occupations  \  and  that 


^  Afiu  Ja AFAR  Al  Tabak.  et  At  Makik^  obi  fap.  p.  47.  MS« 
Hunt,  in  fiibl.  Bodl.  Qxon.  ubi  fap.  Al  Beidawi^  Ja.li.a- 
Yo'dpih,  RiCARDi  confutat.  1egt9*Saracemc9,  e.  13.  Joh.  An- 
dreas, de  confuf.  fedt^s  MohametanaSy  c.  1.  Prid.  life  of  Ma* 
horn.  p.  33,  34.  Al  Kor.  Moram.  f.  iii|  iv,  icvi.  Grbo.  A»ii*L« 
Faraj,  ubj  fup.  OcKLEiTy  ufai  fap;  p.  rio-^iia. 
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was  chiefly  occafioned  by  AbJtallaV^  ill-judged  knity,  who  nfenm  9/ 
ivmild  bring  none  of  them  to  condign  punilbment  \  he  fent  Bafr^  Cft* 
M  Haretb  to  picfide  over  the  Bafrans  in  yfhTaUai's  room,  ind  ^*»  Sijif^ 
commanded  himpoiitively  co  put  an  end  to  all  tbofediforden.  ^^»  India^ 
But  this  Haretb  not  being  able  to  eflfea,  ZtjaJ  was  diipatched  ^^^m^ 
to  Bafra^  to  eactirpate  the  gang  of  banditti  that  fo  haraflcd  the  ^f^^"^* 
iiihabitaDta  of  tluit  place  and  &e  neighbouring  diftrifi.  When"^    • 
Zijdd  firft  came  thither,  he  found  fuch  violences,  and  even 
murders,  committed  in  the  night*  time  there,  that  it  was  not 
kk  to  walk  in  the  ftreets  after  fun-fet    Having,  therefore, 
convened  the  principal  citizens,  he  exprefied  his  abhorrenqs 
of  thofe  diibrders  that  fo  difturbed  the  public  repofe  in  very 
fevere  terms  ;  declaring,  at  the  fiune  time,  his  firm  refblution 
to  put  an  end  to  them.    As  he  was  the  bdft  orator  of  the  age» 
except  jfJiy  and  the  more  he  fpoke  the  more  he  excelled,  his 
Speech'  made  a  deep  impreffion  upon  the  minds  of  all  that 
heard  it ;  and*  to  infbrce  what  he  there  advanced  with  the 
greater  fpfirit,  he  publiibed  an  order,  forbidding  any  perfon  of 
what  quality  (bever  to  appear  in  the  ftreets,  or  in  any  public 
ilace,  after  the  hour  of  evening-prayer,  upon  pain  of  death. 
o  have  this  order  pun£hially  executed,  he  appointed  parties 
of  ibldiers  to  patrol,  and  commanded  them  to  put  to  the  fWord 
all  that  they  fhould  meet  with  out  of  their  houfes  after  that 
hour.  This  regulation  produced  an  exceeding  good  effed.  For» 
tfao' the  firft  night  200  perfons  were  killed,  the  fecondnisbtonly 
five  were  (lain,  and  the  third  none  at  all.    In  fine,  by  the  pru- 
dent, as  well  as  vigorous,  meafures  taken  on  this  occafion,  the 
public  tranquillity  was  reftored ;  which  fo  pleafed  Mchvtyab^ 
that  he  annexed  the  lieutenancy  of  Khorajan^  Sijijl&t^  India^ 
Bahrein^  and  AmnUm^  to  Ziya^s  government     The  very 
name  of  Ziyad  made  all  the  villains  within  his  jurifdidion 
tsemble;  tho'  he  was  by  no  means  of  a  cruel  or  barbarous 
lE^fition.    However,  as  he  ruled  with  the  ftri£left  juftice» 
and  obliged  all  men  to  pay  a  proper  regard  to  his  authority, 
the  profligate  part  of  the  Kbalif's  fubjedis  in  thofe  parts  ftood 
in  great  awe  of  him.    He  was  fent  to  Bafra^  according  to 
jB  MaHn^  in  the  43d  year  of  the  Hejra ;  which  renders  it 
L  jiobable  that  he  was  conftituted  governor  oVKhorafan^  Se* 
*  jllUif,  SijiJIan^  or  SijifiAty  India^  Bahrein^  and  Amm&ny  the 
Mowing  year.    Nor  can  it  well  be  doubted  but  that  peace 
and  harmony  reigned  in  all  thofe  countries  at  leaft  the  re« 
nguning  part  of  £at  year  c. 

<  Ism.  AsuLPiD.abt  fup.  D^Hsrssl.  Biblioth.  orient,  in  art. 
Zf/^.    Kbohdsmir,  MS.  Hunt,  ubi  fup.  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon*. 
'  Aiu  Ja AFAR  Al  Tabar.  et  Al  Maxin,  ubi  fop.  Goui  not.  ad 
Aliragan.  p.  1 10,  1 11,  et  alib.    . 
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Hakem  In  the  45th  year  of  the  Hejra^  Ziyad  fent  Hakem  E^H 
ISkhnhmtt  ^nur  with  a  body  of.  troops  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  a  fortrefs 
end  Zeid  (ituated  on  mount  /^JhaL  Hakem  executed  his  orders  with  fuch 
EbnTha-  fuccefs,  that  he  killed  a  great  number  of  the  enemy,  feized 
bet  die,  ^^  place,  and  brought  off  with  him  all  the  riches  he  found  in 
it.  Ziyad  receiving  advice  of  .this^  difpatched  a  courier  to  him) 
to  demand  the  white  and  the  yeUoWy  that  is,  thcJUver  and  the 
goldj  which  had  fallen  into  his  hands,  by  virtue  of  a  letter  he  had 
received  from  the  Khalif'X  commanding  him  to  fend  this,  in 
order  to  have  it  depofited  \\  the  treafury  for  public  u(e.  But 
Hakem  refufed  to  comply  y^ith  this  demand ;  intimating  to 
Ziyddy  at  the  fame  time,  ihat  an  injunction  of  the  Koran^ 
which  had  fettled  die  diftribution  of  the  fpoil  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  rendered  his  compliance  unlawful,  was  fuperior  in  point  of 
authority  to  any  of  the  Khalifas  letters.  He,  therefore,  took 
out  the  fifth  part  of  the  fpoil,  declared  by  the  Koran  to  belong 
to  God,  to  the  apoJiU,  bis  kinirid^  the  orphan^  the  poor^  and 
>  the  traveller^  and  divided  the  reft  amongft  the  captors.  After 
which,  as  he  expefled  to  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  Khalifas  refent- 
ment,  for  adhering  fo  clofely  to  the  text  of  the  Koran^  he  faid, 
**  O  God  !  if  I  be  in  thy  favour,  take  me."  Which  requeil:, 
&ys  a  Mojlem  writer,  was  granted,  and  he  foon  after  died. 
This  year  was  likewife  fatal  to  Zeld  Ehn  Thahet^  one  oi M»- 
^j;7i;»^/s  fecretaries,  when  he  dilated  theJST^rin,  who  de- 
parted this  life  in  it.  He  wrote  the  copy  which  was  ufed  by 
the  Khallfs^  or  Imams,  at  the  command  of  Othman  Ehn  Af- 
firiy  that  remained  many  ages  after,  and  was  v^itten  in  an 
exceeding  fair  hand.  Zeid  was  a  man  of  furprizing  parts. 
He  learned  Hebrew  fo  well  in  fifteen  days,  as  to  be  able  to 
read  the  books  of  the  Jews  with  great  facility.  Perfic  he  alfo 
learned  of  one  of  iT^^ft's  embafladors,  in  eighteen  days;  as 
likewife  Ethiopic^  Greek,  and  Coptic,  of  one  of  Mohamm$^% 
(laves,  in  a  very  fhort  time.  He  was  extremely  pleafant  and 
facetious  at  home,  but  very  referved  abroad.  We  are  told  by 
an  Arab  author,  that,  at  the  battle  of  the  ditch,  he  was  fifteen 
years  old.  One  of  his  remarkable  fentences  was.  He  that 
pays  not  a  proper  regard  to  men  will  not  reverence  God.  In  the 
year  we  arc  now  upon,  Merwan  Ehn  Al  Hakem^  the  governor 
qi  Medina,  performed  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  We  muft  not 
forget  to  obferve,  that,  according  to  Mr.  OckUys  writers,  Ziyad 
was  appointed  lieutenant  oi  Bafra  by  Moawiyah,  in' the  45th 
year  of  the  Hejra ;  nor  thkt  this  is  <:onfirmed  by  the  concur** 
rent  teftimony  of  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  **, 

^  MS.  Hunt,  ubi  fup.  Al  Kor.  Moham.  f.  viii.  Salens  pre« 
lim.  diic,  p.  144, 14^.  OcKLEV,  ubi  fup.  p.  116.  Abu  Jaafak 
Al  Tabar.  et  Al  M akin,  ubi  fup. 
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The  foUowiog  year,  Moawiyab  bribed  a  Chrfflian  flavc  to  W#  re- 
p6ifon  AbiPakabmamy  the  (on  of  the  famous  Khdled.Ebn  Al^f^^Mk 
WoM^  who  was  become  extremely  popular  amoogft  the  fol-  ^^t$ 
diers,  both  on  bis  father's  account  and  his  own,  being  him-/^^'  ^^t' 
felf  a  perfon  of  diftinguifhed  merit ;  which  not  a  little  ex  ^f  ^^i* 
Gked  the  jcabufy  of  the  KhaUf.     Ahialrahman  had  juft  be-  *^'  46/^ 
\os!t  made  an  incurfion  into  the  imperial  territories,  where,-^2*^5\ 
jiQjtwithftanding  the  Greek  garifons  left  to  defend  them,  he    '    *^'*' 
cooixnitted  dreadful  depredations  ;  laying  wafte  almoft  whole 
provinces,  without  oppofition*    The  (lave  was  prevailed  up- 
on to  perpetrate  this  villainy,  by  a  promife  Mohviyah  made 
him,  not  only  to  remit  his  tribute,  but  likewife  to  confer  up- 
on him  the  government  of  Hems.     However,  he  did  not  long 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  wickedneis,  having  been  foon  cut  off 
by  Ab£ahrahmarC%  fon,  KhaUd\  who  was  imprifoned  for  this;, 
by,  the  Khalifa  but  afterwards  releafed  on  paying  the  monej^ 
for  expiation  demanded  in  all  fuch  cafes.     This  year  was  alio 
remarkable  for  the  execution  of  Hejer^  a  perfon  of  (ingulat 
piety  and  aufterity  of  life,  but  a  great  friend  to  Ally  and  con- 
fequeotly  an  avowed  enemy  to  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah.    He 
was  not  afraid  feveral  times  to  ai&ont  Ziyad^  nor  even  to  curfe 
him  to  his  face ;  which  induced  that  governor,  who  refided  fix 
months  of  the  year  at  Cufay  where  ilejer  had  his  habitation^ 
and  the  other  fix  at  Bafra^  to  prefs  the  Khalif  to  put  him  to 
death,  left,  during  the  time  of  his  abfence,  he  (hould  raiie  at 
Cufa  fome  commotions.     Moiwiyahy  therefore,  efpecially  as 
be  had  not  fcrupled  likewife  to  fpeak  reproachfully  of  him,  (ent 
an  order  for  his  execution ;  which  was  performed  at  Gadrab^ 
or  Gadaraby  a  village  near  Damafcusy  where  Hejer  behaved 
with  furprizing  intrepidity  and  refolution.     After  his  head  was 
ftnick  off,  his  body  was  wafhed,  and  buried  in  the  chains 
that  had  been  faftened  upon  it  before  his  death,  in  purfuance 
of  the  direfiions  he  had  given.     Several  of  his  accomplices 
alfo  fuffered  with  him.    Tbefe  executions  not  a  little  dif- 
pleaied  Ayejbay  who  had  Interceded  for  Hejer  and  his  compa- 
nions in  vaiji,  ahd  who  did  not  fail  to  upbraid  Moawtyab  with 
the  crudty  he  difcovered  on  this  occafion,  the  next  time  (he 
faw  him  at  Medina.    In  the  mean  time,  according  to  Abu'l^ 
Farajyon&SapoTy  who  had  feized  Armeniayknt  anembaffador 
to  Modwiyahy  named  Serjiy  or  SerAuSy  to  defire  his  affiftance 
againft  the  Greeks.    Another  emba,flador  likewife  came  at 
die  £ame  time  from  the  Greek  emperor,  called  AndreWy  who 
Was  a  eimuch,  and  one  of  that  prince*s  particular  favourites^ 
in  order  to  hinder  Moawiyab  from  fending  any  iuccours  to 
|be  rebel  Sapor.    Moav^iyab  did  not  feem  Arondy  difpofed  to    . 
Kften  to  either  of  them  y  .but  only  ^n  general  told  them,  that, 
as  both  their  inafters  weipe  enemies  to  him,,  he  would  grant  his. 

Mqd.His^t.  Vol,  II,  E  pro- 
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protection  to  that  prince  who  would  pay  him  the  moft  for  it. 
Upon  which,  Andrew  retired,  and  had  the  next  day  another 
audience  of  the  KhaRfj  whom  he  found  in  conference  wift 
SergiuSy  his  antagonift.     As  the  latter  did  not  rife  from  his 
feat,  when  Andrew  made  his  appearance,  the  Greek  embaf* 
fador  took  great  offence  at  his  condu6^,  and  gave  him  feme 
very  opprobrious  language  for  it ;  which  the  other  returned, 
by  reproaching  him  with  the  lofs  of  his  virility.     This  fo  in- 
cenfed  Andrew^  that  he  threatened  him  with  the  infli6tion  of 
a  certain  puntfhment  that  fhould  occafion  a  fimilar  defied  in 
him.     After  which,  begging  the  Khali/ zgun  not  to  affift  Sa- 
pory  that  prince  anfwcred  him  in  thtf  following  terms :  "  Give 
**  us  the  whole  revenue  of  your  dominions,  and  we  will  permit 
<<  you  to  be  called  the  lords  of  them  ;  which  if  you  refufe, 
•*  we  will  drive  you  out  of  them."     "  Then,"  replied  i^»- 
dreWy  ^*  you  look  upon  the  Arabs  as  the  fubftance,  and  the 
•*  Greeks  as  the  fhadow  only ;  we  mull,  therefore,  implore 
•*  the  afliftance  of  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth."     Then, 
after  having  obtained  an  audience  of  leave,  he  returned  home, 
by  the  way  of  Malatia^  the  Melitene  of  Ptolemy^  which  fome 
place  in  Cappadocia^  and  others  in  Armenia  \  acquainting  the 
imperial  governors,  or  prefects,  pofted  on  the  frontiers,  widi 
the  afiront  he  had  received  from  SergiuSy  whom  he  begged 
them  to  intercept  in  his  paflage  through  the  emperor's  terri- 
tories.    This  they  did,   carried  him  to  Malatiay  caftrated 
him  there,  and  then  difmified  bim  with  his  tellicles  hung 
about  his  neck.     Modwiyah  Ebn  Amer  and  Bajbar  EBnArtai 
greatly  extended  the  Mojlem  conquefls  in  Africa  this  prefent 
year,  penetrating  to  the  very  heart  of  Africa  Propria^  or  the 
territory  of  Carthage^  and  the  fpot  on  which  the  city  of  Kair- 
ivan  flood.     The  forces  commanded  by  thofe  generals  in  this 
expedition,  confifling  of  about  10,000  men,  reduced  Karan^ 
or  Karandy  CafsOy  arid  feveral  other  towns.     When  they 
came  to  the  fpot  above*mentioned,  they  found  that  a  town 
had  been  ercdted  there  by  Moawiyah  t,bn  Khedbajy  which, 
according  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  and  AI  Makiny  by  no 
means  pleafed  them.     We  are  told  by  a  very  learned  author, 
that  the  city  of  Kairwan  was  cither  built,  repaired,  or  en- 
larged, by  Okba  Ebn  Nafe\  who  formed  a  fettlement  upon 
this  fpot  immediately  after  Amru  Ebn  Al  As  had  conquered 
Barka.    The  fame  author  alfo  relates,  that  the  Khahf  M^a* 
xviyah  ordered  a  proper  garifon  to  he  left  at  Kahrwan^  which 
flood  about  33  parafangs  of  Carthage y  and  12  of  the  fea,  in 
order  to  fecure  the  country  from  the  infults  of  the  Ronuin 
and  Sicilian  fleets,  to  keep  the  perfidious  Africans  in  awe,  and 
CO  have  a  place  of  fafety  in  which  he  might  depofite  the  pro- 
digious treafures  he  had  amaflcd.    Some  of  the  writers  foi- 
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lowed  by  GoUus  affirm,  that  the  MoJIems  carried  their  arms  as  ^ 
far  as  the  borders  of  Nigritia  this  campaign;  which  may  not 
be  \try  remote  from  truth :  but  that  the  conquefts  here  men- 
tioned were  made  in  the  40th  year  of  the  Hejra^  as  Golius 
feems  to  believe,  or  rather  pofltively  aflerts,  we  muft  not  ad- 
mit }  iince  certain  Jrab  hiftorians  of  good  repute,  who  place 
this  expedition  in  the  46th  year  of  that  arr  j,  will  not  permit 
us  to  give  our  aflent  to  fuch  an  opinion  *• 

The  next  year,  being  the  47th  year  of  the  Hejra^  we  Nothing 
meet  with  fcarce  any  thing  remarkable  performed  by  ihtKha-  'very  re- 
lif  Moawiyah'^  except  we  will  allow,  that  he  firft  harangued  markahle 
the  people  this  year  from*  the  pulpit  in  a  fitting  pofture,  to  happens  in 
which  he  was  obliged  by  the  prominence  of  his  belly,  and  the  the  year  of 
great  quantity  of  fat  he  carried  about  with  him  j  and  that  he  '^'  Hejra 
began  this  year  to  preach  before  he  faid  prayers,  fearing  that  47* 
the  people  would  otherwife  retire  out  of  the  mofque  before  he 
had  delivered  all  that  he  had  to  fay  to  them.     As  the  intro-* 
duftion  of  thefe  two  cuftoms  may  be  confidered  as  a  varia* 
tion  from  the  practice  of  all  his  predeceflbrs,  it  has  been  looked 
upon  as  a  remarkable  event,  and  feems  to  have  been  placed 
in  the  47th  year  of  the  Hejra  by  AhuH-Faraj.     About  this 
time  alfo  Bajhar^  one  of  Moawiyah^s  commanders,  as  we 
learn  from  TheophaneSy  made  feveral  dreadful  incurftons  into 
tlie  Cbriftian  territories,  plundering  and  laying  wafle  all  the 
country  through  which  he  moved  *. 

About  the  latter  end  of  the  following  year,  Moawiyah  The  Ar^Jbt 
fent  his  fon  7>z/V  with  a  powerful  army  to  befiege  Conftan-  hefiege 
tinaple.     The  Arab  authors  have  tranfmitted  down  to  us  no  Conftan- 
account  of  the  particulars  of  that  iiege ;  but  only  mention  tinople  in 
three  or  four  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  Companions,  vain. 
whofe  zeal,  notwithftanding  their  great  age,  prompted, them 
to  attend  the  army  on  this  occafion,  and  to  fuflain  incredible 
fatigues.      The  Mojlem  forces   fuflFered  extremely  in   their 
march  ;  but  they  were  animated  to  furmount  all  difficulties, 
by  a  famous  tradition  ;  according  to  which,  the  prophet,  in 
bis  life-time,  declared,  that  **  the  fins  of  the  firft  army  which 
**  fiioidd  take  the  city  of  Cafar  were  forgiven/'     Accord- 
ing to  Theophanes^  this  army,  when  on  its  march,  was  joined 
'  by  a  body  oi  Arab  troops,  under  the  command  of  one  Fadal^ 
\  or  FadU  an  Arab  general,  fent  by  Moawiyah  to  the  affiftance 
I  of  Sapor y  who  came  to  an  untimely  death.     After  which 

^  MS.  Hunt.  Ism.  Abulfed.  ubi  fup.  Ebn  Al  Atbxr,  Grbo. 
ABo*L-rARAj,ubi  fup.  p.  193,  194..  Abu  Jaafar  Al  TABAR.ec 
AlMakih,  ubt  fup.    GoLti  not.   ad  Alfragan.  p   162—164, 

>  264 — 269,  et  ahb.    D^Herbel.  fiiblioch.  orieDC.  id  arc.  Moaviah^ 

►  p.  587.  Theophan.  chronograplu  p  aSQ.  /  Grkc.  Abu'l- 
i'ARAj,  ubifttp.  p.  194.  Theophan.  ubi  fup.  p»  289,  290. 
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events  Fadl  had  been  reduced  to  great  ftraits,  out  of  which 
he  was  happily  delivered  bv  the  forces  under  the  condu£^  of 
Tezad.  After  this  junftidn,  Tezid  marched  to  Chalcedony  where 
for  fome  tinie  he  remained,  and  confequently  keptCtfw/?i7»//ff^& 
in  a  manner  blocked  up  \  tho'  it  does  not  appear  from  Theo^ 
fhamsy  notwithftanding  what  has  been  advanced  to  the  con*- 
trary  by  the  Mojlem  hiftorians,  that  he  ever  formed  the  ficge 
of  that  city.     After  a  (hort  flay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  CbaU 
cedon^  the  Moflem  army  decamped,  and  took  its  rout  through 
Phrygia^  on  its  return  home,  with  a  confiderable  number  of 
prifoners.     In  their  paflage,  the  Arabs  pofTciTed   themfelvcs 
of  Amoriumy  a  city  of  Phrygioy  in  which  they  left  a  gariibn 
of  5000  men.     In  this  expedition,  the  famous  Abu  Ayub^ 
who  had  been  with  Mohammed  at  the  battles  of  Bedr  and 
Qhody  loft  his  life.     His  tomb  is  held  in   fuch  veneration 
amongft  the  MoJUms^  tYizt  the  Scltans  of  the  Othman  family 
gird  their  fwords  on  at  it,  upon  their  acceffion  to  the  throne. 
A  detachment  of  the  imperial  forces  retook  Amorium  the  fol- 
lowing winter,  when  all  the  neighbouring  trafi  was  covered 
with  fnow,  by  furprizc,  and  put  All  the  Arab  garifon  they 
found  therein  to  the  fword  ^. 
The  deatb       Thb  49th  year  of  the  Hejra  produced  no  remarkable 
^Haiaa.  event,  an  account  of  which  has  been  handed  down  to  us  by 
the  Mofem  hiftorians,  except  the  death  oi  Hafauy  the  lafl 
Khatify  who  was  poifoned  in  the  manner  already  related. 
-     Modwiyab  is  faid  to  have  infulted  his  a(hes  in  an  indecent 
manner ;  which  occafioned  fome  verfes  to  be  written  upon 
him  by  one,  who  feems  not  to  have  been  a  friend  of  the 
houfe  of  Onaniyab.     Tbefe  verfes,   or  rather  fome  few  of 
them,  have  been  preferved  by  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  h. 
Ye2id  de-      Th e  next  year  Al Mogbeirab  d  ied  of  the  plague,which  made 
tlared       great  havock  there,  at  Cufa.    He  was  the  governor  of  that 
Moawi-     city  at  the  time  of  his  death,  a  very  adlive  man,  of  quick 
yMs/uc'  parts,  and  had  Joft  one  of  his  eyes  at  the  battle  of  Termouii 
eeffQT.        thQ»  fome  pretend,  that  this  lofs  was  occafioned  by  viewing 
an  eclipfe.     According  to  Abulfedoy  the  new  city  of  Kahr^ 
wariy  was  pretty  near  flnifhed  this  year,  though  th«  laft  hand 
was  not  put  to  it  till  the  55th  year  of  the  Hejra,     Some  \ 
authors  affirm,  that  the  Arabs  confldered  it  as  the  capital  of* 
Africa  Propria^  or  the  territory  of  Carthage  \   and  •  that  it 
ilood  upon  the  fpot  which  had  been  formerly  occupied   by 

s  Ebn-Al  Athir,  MS.  Hunt.  D'Herdbl.  Bibliotb.  orient.  i«. 
art.  Mowviaby  p.  587.THBOPHAN.  ubi  fup.  p.  2919292.  Gboro, 
Cedren.  hiftoriar.  compend.  p.  436.  ^  Abu  Jaapar. 

Al  Tabar.  apud  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  'p»  47,  48.  ot  et  ipTc  At 
MakiNi  ibid. 
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ttie  antient  Cyrene.    We  have  a  confuted  and  indiftinfl  ac« 

count  of  this  city  given  us  by  Mr.  Ociley^  that  does  not  fuf- 

ficiendy  correfpond  with  what  has  been  related  of  it  by  the 

authors  to  whom  he  refers  his  readers.     Kairwdn  afterwards 

became  very  eminent,  not  only  for  its  ftatcJy  buildingsjand 

ijBmeofe  wealth,  but  likewife  for  the  ftudy  of  the  fciences 

and  police  literature,  which  flouriflied  there.     This  year  alfo 

Moiwiyab  prevailed  upon  many  of  the  Mojlems  to  take  the 

oath  of  aJlegi-uice  to  his  (onYexid^  as  his  partner,  or  collegue, 

in  the  Khabfat ;  but  neither  Jhd'alrabman  Ebn  Ahu  Becr^Ho" 

ftin  Ebn  Ali^  Ahd^allab  Ebn  Omar  Ebn  Al  Khattaby  nor  Ab- 

dallab  Ebn  Zoheir  Ebn  AlAiwrn^  would  concur  with  the  other 

principal  Arabs  in  this  particular.     About  this  time  died  Ra- 

hiya^  one  of  the  earlieft  converts  to  IJhmifmy  who,  according 

to  Atohammedy  refembled  more  than  any  of  his  countrymen 

the  angel  Gabriel  '\ 

The  following  year,  being  the  51ft  year  of  the  Hejra,  Moim- 
Saad  Ebn  Zendy  the  laft  of  thofe  who  h^A  a  pofitive  promife  yah  dares 
of  par^dife  front  Mohammedy  departed  this  life.     About  the  not  rempnft 
fame  time,  Modwiyahy  who  then  refided  at  Damafcusy  not  Moham- 
tbinking  it  proper,  that  the  pulpit  and  walking-ftick  of  the  nicdV/»A 
prophet  fliould  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  murderers  of  0th-  ^''• 
mojt^  gave  orders  to  have  them  both  carried  from  Medina. 
Bat  the  moment  fome  of  the  Arabs,  in  obedience  to  the 
Kbalifs  commands,  were  upon  the  point  of  removing  them, 
to  their  great  ailoniOiment  and  fur  prize,  there  happened  fuch 
^  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  that  the  flars  themfelves  very  clearly  • 

appearc»d.     This  threw  them  into  the .  utmoft  confternation^ 
as  it  feemed  to  them  a  manifeft  indication  of  the  divine  dif* 
pleafure,  for  their  prefuming  to  lay  hands  upon  the  apoftle's 
pulpit,  in  order  to  rempve  it  from  the  place  where  he  himfelf 
\  Stad   ordered  it  to  be  fixed.     Being,  therefore,   extremely 
^  Irighten'd  at  fo  unufual,  and,  as  they  apprehended,  fo  fuper- 
^tural,  an  event,  they  immediately  defifted  froni  carrying  the 
I  Xbalif^s  defign  into  execution.  -  Nay,  it  made  (b  deep  an  im- 
ijffeffion  upon  their  minds,  that  it  was  not  forgotten  fome 
f^ars  afterwards,  when  the  Khalif  Abd'almakc  had  the  fame 
Mefign  in  view.     One  of  the  citizens  oi, Medina y  in  order  to 
-Avert  him  from  it,  then  reprefented  to  him,  that  a  prodigy 
'J|ad  happened  on  a  fimilar  occafion  in  the  reign  of  Modwiyahi 
;tt)d  that  a  tradition,  derived  from  Mohammed  himfelf,  pro- 
-jBounced  fuch  an  attempt  highly  crimkial :  upon  which,  that 
j^ce  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  ^ecuting  any  part  of  the 

^  MS.  Hunt.  Ism.  Abulpbd.  in  hift.  nniv.  Golii  not.  ad  AI- 
iiagan.  p.  162, 163,  164.  Ebn  Al  Athir,  Abu  Jaafar  AlTa^* 
f  AK>*  et  Al.  Mailim,  ubi  fup.  p.  48. 

£  3  fchenie 


JO  The  Uijiery  of  the  Arabs.  B.  I. 

fcheme  he  had  formed.    Aixtx  him,  M  Walid^  in  his  pilgri* 
mage,  meditated  the  removal  of  the  prophet's  pulpit  from 
Medina  \  but  the  people  of  that  city  difcovering  a  great  rc- 
ludance  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  meflenger  he  fent  for 
it  5  telling  him,  that "  his  mafter,  by  removing  it,  would  ex- 
*'  pofe  himfelf  to  the  divine  difpleafure  ;"  he  permitted  it  to 
remain  in  its  former  fituation.     Amru  Ehn  Ahd^akrziT^  after- 
wards propofed  the  attempt  Moawiyahy  Abd*almaUc^  and  Al 
Walidy  intended  to  have  made,  to  ooUman  Ebn  Ahdalmikc^ 
when  he  came  in  pilgrimage  that  way;  but  neither  would  he 
give  his  confent  that  the  pulpit  (hould  be  taken  from  the  fpot 
on  which  it  had  been  firft  ere(9ed.  Moawlyah's  intention  in  the 
point  above-mentioned,  or  rather  his  difcovery  of  that  inten- 
tion, has  been  placed  by  Ebn  Al  Athir  fomc  where  near  the 
51ft,  or  the  52d,  year  of  the  Hejra ;  but  as  a  remarkable 
Iblar  eclipfe  is  faid  to  have  happened  in  the  54th  year  of  this 
sra,  it  may  perhaps,  with  greater  propriety,  be  ranked  a« 
mongft  the  principal  events  of  that  year  ^ . 
Whitt  ihe       Tho'  the  authors  followed  by  Mr.  Ociley  place  Yeztd'^  cx- 
expedition  pedition  to  ConftantinopUy  or  rather  Chalcedon^  in  the  48th  year 
to  ppn-      of  the  Hejra^  as  has  been  already  obfcrved ;  yet  it  was  not  in 
ilan6-        reality  undertaken  till  four  years  after,  if  we  will  believe  Abu 
jioplc  nuas  Jaafar  Al  Tabari.     According  to  that  hiftorian,  Abu  Ayub^ 
nfider-        y^\^Q  either  was  killed,  or  died  a  natural  death,  whilft  the 
taifn»         Mojlem  army  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Conjiantinople^ 
was  buried  a^  the  foot  of  the  wall  of  that  city.     He  had  dif- 
tinguiflied  himfelf  in  Mohamme^s  life-time  aeainft  thofe  who 
endeavoured  to  obflru£l  the  progrefs  of  IJlamtfmy  and  was  one 
of  the  mofl  celebrated  of  the  Companions  '. 
Ziyiul  In  the  53d  year  of  the  Hejra^  the  famous  Ziydd^   who 

dits,  makes  fo  confiderable  a  figure  in  the  Arab  hiftory,  d<^arted 

this  life ;  being  at  his  death  about  fifty-three  years  of  age. 
He  died  of  the  plague  on  the  third  day  of  the  month  of  Ra- 
madan. A  little  before  he  was  feized  by  the  fatal  diftemper 
that  put  a  period  to  his  days,*he  informed  the  KbaVify  that  he 
had  intirely  reduced  Irak  to  a  ftate  of  fubjedtion  to  him,  and 
begged  that  he  might  have  the  lieutenancy  o^  Arabia  Petraa 
conferred  upon  him  ;  which  was  immedia^Iy  granted.  The 
Arabs  of  that  country,  being  apprized  of  this,  were  flxuck 
with  great  terror  and  confternation,  as  knowing  with  what  ri* 
gour  and  feverity  he  had  governed  the  people  oi  Irak.  Upon 
the  firft  news  of  it,  Ebn  Amer^  attended  by  a  vaft  number  of 
the  people,  went  to  the  temple  of  Mecca j  and,  with  great  fer- 

^  JsM.  Abuifed.  ubifup.  Ebn  Al  Athir,  Abu  Jaafar  Al 
Tabar  Ockley*s  hift.  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii.  p.  130 — 132. 
3  Abu  Jaafar  Al  7'abar.  et  Al  Makin,  abi  fup  p.  48. 
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vcticy  and  devotion,  b^ged,  that  God  would  never  permk 
him  to  come  amongft  them.  In  the  mean  time,  Ziyad  being 
feized  with  the  plague,  felt  fuch  an  intolerable  pain  in  one  of 
his  hands,  that  he  confulted  a  Kidi^  as  a  fpiritual  diredor, 
whether  he  might  not  cut  it  off,  without  being  guilty  of  any 
crime ;  but  received  for  anfwer  from  hinf,  that  (uch  an  adion 
was  abfolutely  unlawful*  However,  notwithilanding  this  de- 
cifion,  the  pain  increafing  to  fuch  a  degree  a»  rendered  it  in- 
fupportable,  he  came  to  arefolution  toTubmit  to  amputation; 
tho',  at  the  fight  of  the  fire  and  the  cauterizing  irons,  that 
were  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  the  operation,  his  heart  immedi* 
Ately  failed  him.  We  are  told  by  a  MoJUm  author  of  good 
repute,  that,  at  this  time,  TLiyad  had  an  hundred  and  iifty 
pbyficians  about  h'un ;  three  of  whom  had  formerly  belonged 
to  KbcfrUf  the  fon  of  Hormux^  king  of  Perjiai  but  as  the  ' 
time  of  his  death  was  coming  on,  or,  to  make  ufe  of  our 
author's  words,  the  decru  wasjealedj  and  the  ibing  dettrmmid^ 
they  found  it  impdflible  to  fave  him«  He  was  buried  near 
Cifa^  by  which  place  he  pafied  in  his  journey  to  Arahioy  whi«- 
ther  he  was  going,  in  order  to  take  pofleffion  of  his  new  go- 
vernment there.  When  Ahiallah  Ehn  Anur  heard  of  his 
death,  be  is  reported  to  have  laid,  <<  Go  thy  way,  thou  fon 
*'  of  Somyah ;  this  world  did  not  ftay  with  thee,  neither  haft 
<<  thou  attained. to  theother.^  In  order  to  underfiand  which 
fentence  more  perfe£ily,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve,  that 
Somyab  was  the  name  of  the  GreA  flave's  wife,  on  whofe 
body  Ahu  Sofian  was  fijppofed  to  have  begotten  Ziydd\  and 
that  AhiaUab  Ehn  Amer  was  the  perfon  Ziydd  fucceeded  in 
the  government  of  Ba/ra  «»♦ 

Upon  Ziyai%  firft  arriyal  at  Cufa^  the  lieutenancy  of  which  ^^m/  ac* 
place  was  annexed  in  his  favour  to  that  of  Bafra^  as  has  beenr^Mrr  of 
already  obferved,  he  told  the  Cufans^  that  at  firft  he  propofed^iw. 
to  have  brought  with  him  a  body  of  2000  men,  as  his  guards ; 
but  that  afterwards  confidering  that  they  were  honeft  men,  he 
had  taken  care  only  to  be  attended  by  his  own  family.     This 
did  not  hinder  them  from  throwing  duft,  or  rather  gravel^  at 
him.     Upon  which,  he  ordered  his  domeftics  to  fecure  the 
doors  of  the  mofque  where  the  people  of  the  city  were  aflem- 
bled,  and  commanded  every  man  there  to  feize  his  neighbour. 
Then  he  had  the  perfons  feized  brought  before  him,  and  as 
many  of  them  a^  would  purge  tbemfelves  by  oath  of  the  late 
infult  that  had  been  offered  him,  he  immediately  difmifled  ; 
but  ordered  the  hands  of  all  the  others,  who  amounted  to 
about  eighty,  to  be  cut  off  upon  the  fpot.     Soon  after  which, 

*  MS.  Hunt,  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon  num.  49$.   Ebn  Al  Athir, 
Jkzv  Jaafar  AlTabar.  et  Al  MAKiN^ubifup.  p.  46. 
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lie  ifluecl  an  order,  injoining  all  the  citizens  of  Cifa  to  karb 
their  doors  open  all  night;  engaging  himfelf  to  indemni^ 
tevefy  patticuiar  perfon  for  any  lofs  he  fhould  fUftain  by  com- 
plying with  it.  No  theft,  orTobbery,  was  comtnitted  after 
the  introdudion  of  this  cuQom  \  but  fome  cattfe  one  night 
finding  their  way  into  a  fiiop,  did  coniideraUe  damage 
there.  Of  iVhich  when  Ziydd  was  informed,  he  permitted 
fcvery  one  of  the  inhabitants  to  leave  a  hurdle,  or  rake,  at  fai^ 
idoor  j  wki<!h  pra6lice  prevailed   ever   after  at  Bafra^    and 

'  many  other  towns  of  Irak,  As  no  one  durft  appear  oat  of  his 

^oufe  after  tlie  hour  of  Evening- prayer,  *tis  no  Vondcr  the 
Cufans  {hould  haVe  be^n  fo  fecttre  in  the  poiieffion  of  thetr 
-  jpropertijcsand  efFeSs  ;  nbr'can  it  be  any  matter  of  forprize, 
that  the  order  injoining  this  ifhould  have  been  fopuni^uidly 
bbferved,  wJien  it  is  known,  that  the  leaft  contravention  of 
that  order  was  puniflied  with  immediate  death.    Qi  this  the 

'JFollowrng  inftance  may  ferve  as  an  evident  proof:  A  Ibe^rfierd 
coihing  one  night  through  the  town  with  his  flock,  was  feized 

'  by  one  of  Ziyad^s  patrols,  and  inflantly  brought  before  him. 
The  poor  man,  in  defence  of  himfelf,  when'he  was  accu/etl 
of  having  contemned  the  governor's  late  edift,  faid,  that  He 

'  was  intirfely  ignorant  of  it.     Ziyad  replied,  *<  I  am  wilfing  tb 

^  •*  believe,  that  what  thou  telleft  me  is  true ;  but  as  the  fafcty 
**  of  all  the  Cufans  diepinds  upon  thy  death,  it  is  neceflaiy 
•*  that  thou  (houldft  die.'*    'This  fcntence  was  no  fooncr  pro- 

j  nounced  than  his  head  Was  ftruck  off,  to  the  inexprefSMe  ter- 
ror of  all  thofe  who  were  prefent  at  the  execution.  But  tho* 
Ziydd's  wholfome  feverities  fell  heavy  upon  certain  indivi- 
duals, and  in  fome  other  countries  might  fecm  to  have  fa- 
voured of  cruelty,  yet  they  kept  the  inhabitants  of  Irdi^  a 
very  faithlefs  and  trea'cherods  people,  in  awe  of  him;  info- 
much  that,  according  to  Jbu  "Jaafar  Al  Tabariy  the  citizens  of 

'  Bafray  as  well  as  thofe  of  Cufa^  never  feared  any  one  more 
^han  Ziydd^  tho'  they  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  repofe  under 

'  hia-juft  and  impartial  adminiftration  °. 

6uT  whatever  may  have  been  advanced  to  the  contrary  hj 
the  laft- mentioned  author,  the  following  remarkable  ftory  of 
him  is  an  evident  proof  that  he  had  fomething  cruel  ahd  (a* 

*  vage  in  his  difpofition.  One  Jbu*l Mogheirah  having  been  once 
brought  before  him,  by  his  command,  as  the  moft  religious 
man  in  Cufa^  he  offered  to  give  him  as  much  money  as  he 
fhould  denre,  if  he  would  confine  himfelf  to  his  apartment, 
and  not  go'  to  the  mofque  to  perform  his  devotions.  ■  Abt/l 

'  Mogheir^'*^    eplied,  that  he  would  not  omit  faying  his  prayers 

o  lidem  ibiu.  D^Herb'el.  Biblioth.  orient,  in  art.  Z/W,  p.  933. 
KuoNDEMia,  &c.  ' 
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fiAlieklf  ^a  ibc  toftgngintm^y^'^vi^idai^y'  for  the  einpfle 

of  the  world.     \^  Then,''  faid  Ziyad^  ^^  s6feo  the  congrega- 

»  tiob,  boc  do  »^  li^lh'the  mdiqUewiMn  you  areitfaere.^ 

^^  I  muft,"  anfwered  the  ireKgkmS)  ^^  encourage  that  whidiris 

^^  geody  and  reprove*  diat  whkh  is  bad/'   For  which  anfwer, 

tiio*  ft  iMe  a  t)recept  'prdty  freqoefftly  faienti^ticd  in  the  KarAt^ 

Zi^itf  coimndnded^ilitO*4M  immediaffely  .beheaded.  -Ma]!:, 

as  a  firther  itftance  of  fomething  that  at  leaft  refemUcd 

-ereelfy'in  him,  it  may  ht  obferved,' that-'he  aflembled  the 

'people  a  little  before  his  death,  in-order  to  iimpofe  upon 

thtai  a  fort  6f  abjUratiidfA;  or  reminciatkm  by  oath-  of  ev^ 

kind  t>f  connexion  With  the.  friends  of  the  honTe  of  Hifiiem 

thjes^ning  with  death  all Vho  would'  not  Mmiit  to^fiicfa  a 

renunciattoir.    But  at  the  apjpokited  itime,  when  (hi9  affirir 

AfDtdd'have  been  brought  to  a  cencMitexnvthe  people  beioig 

affis^bled  for"  thkt' parp6fe,  h^  was' ^fti^d  ^vvif h)  (he  ^lagiit> 

and  never  aftei^ii^ards  made  his  e^t^HMinte  amongft-^hem*; 

which  they  .all,  ^d  efpecially  thofe  wiforetabied  any^enteiv- 

tionfor  thcMBemo]7  of  >f/r,  confideredas'aVerytprovidciitiid 

defiverance.    To  what  has  been'  faid  of  tMs  fvnioM^  M^Jkm^ 

wcmayaddy  from  J^i&d»dEfm/r,-the^/Vf;^0i#^hiflorian,  chattlie 

laft  letter  he  wrote  to  Mohuiyah  was  ^uche'd  in  the  followiifg 

terms :  "  My  left*hand  is  here  employed  in  gdveming-'^e 

•*'  people  of  Irak ;  but  my  right-hand  is  idle ;  put  Jrahidm^ 

'"  to  it,  to  be  governed,  and  'it  will  give  you  agood  account 

*'  of  It/*     Which  reqaeft  being  granted/  and  the  inhiibit- 

antr  cX  Medina  thereby  greatly  aflarii)6:)i  Mdslkh  £^  Z^ 

hiir^  one  of  them^'  in  his  public  prayers,  offered  up  toOoo 

this  petition:  ^^OGod!  fatisfy  this  ri^  hand^  which  is 

^^  idle  and  fuperfliious  to  ZiW."   Wflich  words^  as  ha^beeli 

'juiHy  remarked  by  Mr.  Ockleyy  contain  a^verf  beautiAiI  allu- 

fion  to  the  name  ofZiyad',  iignifying,'  in  Arabicy  aiuMant^ 

or  fuperjkious  I  and  are  perfeSdy  conTonant  to  tkefpirit  and 

-genius  of  that  eT^preffive  and  harmonious  lengttaget    Soon 

after  this  prayer,  according  to  an  Arab a^thor^  a  pttftUetitial 

'uker  fcized  one  of  the  fingers  of  his  right-hand,  of  which  he 

,  lay  ill  a  few  days,  'and  then  expired  Mn  exquifite  torture. 

*  Some  of  his  defcendents  formed  a  dynafly  in  Taman^  where 

Ibey  reigned  under  the  name  of  AeBanti  Ziyad.     The  Xhd^ 

fejitcsy  as  w^ll  as  the  partifiins  of  y///,  made  fome  attempts  to 

difturb  his  adminiffration ;  but,  by  his  fevere  and  rigorous 

condud,  he  proved  fuperior  to  them;  ahd  in  a  (hort  time 

cxtinguifhed  all  their  commotions.    In  fine,  by  the  fwor4 

,  which  he  drew,  to  make  ufe  of  Abu  yaafat^s  exprcflion,  he 

'fmoothed  the  KbaEf^^  government  in  traky  tmd  fo  efieSually 

filenced  ail  munmurings  and  complaints  there^  that  not  one  of 

•     the* 
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tbe  Iraktansy  how  powerful  foever  he  might  be^  durft  open 
his  mouth  againft  him  o. 
SamrnhV  *     ^^'^  Ziyaits  adminiftcation,  rigorous  and  fcvere  a$  it  was, 
irutltj.     muft  have  been  ideemed  gentle  and  mild  in  fefped  of  that  of 
fiiontab^  his  lieutenant  at  Bajra^  who  was  abhorred  by  ail 
men  for  his  cruelty.   During  2i;iir$  fix  months  abfence  from 
Bafira^  he  reading  one  half  of  the  year  at  Cifa^  Samrab  had 
put  to  death  no  lefs  than  8000  perfons  there  i  which  greatly 
Shocked  Ziyad\  who  aiked  him,  whether  he  was  not  afraid^ 
left,  in  fuch  a  number,  he  might  have  murdered  one  inno* 
cent  MoJUmf    Samrah  replied,  that,  if  he  had  deftroycd 
doulAe  that  number  of  Ba/ransy  it  would  not  havejdven  him 
the  leaft  uneafineft  or  concern*    According  to  jfbu  oawdr^  he 
killed  forty- feven  M^JUnu  otvt  morning ;  every  one  of  which 
had  got  the  Kwun  by  heart.    :A  party  of  his  horfe  maiching 
out  (ii  the  ci^  on  a  certain  occafion,  and  meeting  a  peafimt 
at  a  little  diuance  from  it,  ope  of  them  ftruck  him  through 
with  his  lance.    Sapirab^  foon  after  comine  up,  found  the 
poor  wretch  wallowing  in  his  own  blood }  and,  upon  inquiry, 
was  told,  that  one  of  his  men  had  accidentally  killed  him. 
To  which  be  made  no  other  reply  than,  <^  When  you  hear 
*'  we  are  mounted,  beware  of  our  lances.**     This  year, 
being  the  fifty-third  of  the  Hejra^  Jabalab  Ebn  Al  Aybam^  the 
laft  king  of  Gbajjan^  a  large  account  of  whom  our  readers 
will  find  in  a  preceding  part  of  the  hifiory  we  are  now  upon, 
departed  this  life  \  hut  what  country,  city,  or  town,  was  the 
-fcene  of  this  event,  we  are  not  certainly  informed.    If  Yesdi 
did  not  penetrate  through  Armenia  and  NatoUay  and  advance 
as  far  as  the  fuburbs  of  ConftantinopU  with  his  army,  before 
:the  5  ad  year  of  the  Hejroy  as  we  find  afierted  by  M.  D^Her^ 
iiUty  he  could  not  well  have  finifhed  his  expedition,  and  ar- 
rived at  Damafcus^  before  the  commencement  of  the  follow- 
ing year ;  efpecially  if  we  will  admit,  with  the  laft-mentioned 
author,  that  he  lowed  and  reaped  whilft  his  forces  remained 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  capital.     Be  that  as  it  will,  tbe 
Turksy  even  at  this  day,  vifu:  the  tomb  of  Abu  Ayub  above-  men- 
tiooed  with  great  devotion,  and  call  the  fpot  where  his  bod] 
lies  interred  EyuL     Some  of  the  writers  followed  by  i>' /j^r- 
heht  feem  to  intimate,  that,  foon  after  the  foregoing  expedi« 
tion,  Mouwiyah  frnt  his  fon  Yevddwixh  an  army  to  reduce  thi 
rebels  of  AbwoT^  who.reAifed  a  recognition  of  his  authority, 
TfzSdt  in  purfuariCe  of  his  orders,  according  to  thcfe  writeis 
marched  with  great  celerity  to  the  plain  of  Dowlab^  on  the  coa^ 

•  Abu  Jaafak  Al  Tabar.  et  Al  Makin,  ubi  fap.  p.  47.  Ebs 
Al  Athir»  MS.  Huot.  num.  495.   D'Herbel.  ubi  fup.    Khom- 

*    D&MIR,   OcKLEYf  ubi  fup.  p.  I  39,  I40, 
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fines  €sf  Syria  and  jfrabiaywhetc  the  rebels  had  aflembled  aXbn- 
fiderable  body  of  troops.  Thefe  he  attacked  with  fo  much  bravc^  ' 
ry,  that,  after  a  Ihaq)  engagement,  he  intirely  defeated  thenar 
and  thereby  reftored  peace  to  that  part  of  the  Khalifas  domi" 
nioDS.  The  authors,  who  mention  this  adion,  caU  the  people 
out  of  whom  the  rebel  army  was  formed,  and  who  exerted 
tfaemfelves  the  mbft  on  this  occafion,  in  favour  of  the  houfe 
of  Hajbemj  Azrakbiens  p. 

In  the  541^  year  of  the  Hejra^  Mohviyab  difmifled  Saad  Th  Arabs 
from  the  government  ofMidinay  and  reftored  Aferwan  Ebn  Almakt  an 
Hakem  to  that  honourable  poft.     After  this,  he  difpatched  an  incurfiom 
order  to  Mervo&ny  to  demdiiih  Saai%  houfe,  and  fetze  all  his  *^*^^  Buk* 
eflfe6b  in  Hejaz.    Upon  ^^rrw^Vs  appearance  at  Adedintfy^^^* 
with  a  mule  to  carry  off  every  thing  valuable  that  belonged  Co 
Saad^  the  latter  was  extremely  furprized,  and  begged  Mir- 
wan  not  to  fhrip  him  in  fo  unmerciful  a  manner,  fiut  the  new 
governor  told  him,  that  the  Kbalif  muft  be  obeyed  \  and  that 
if  he  had  received  an  order,  during  his  government,  to  have 
pulled  down  his,  MervMs^  houfe,  he  would  not  have  failed 
executing  it.     Upon  this,  Saad  produced  a  letter,  formerly 
fent  him  by  Affiowiyab,  commanding  him  to  demolilh  Mtr*^ 
wn*$  houfe  ;  which,  out  of  friendihip,  he  had  ventured  to 
difobey,  and  thereby  incurred  the  Kbalif  s  difpleafure.     This 
generous  adion  of  Saad  fo  ftruck  Merwariy  that  he  never 
ceafed  interceding  with  Moawiyab  for  his  friend,  till  he  had 
prevailed  upon  him  to' revoke  the  late  unjuft  command.    Both 
the  governors  now  clearly  perceived,  that  the  Khalifa  view 
in  ifluing  the  foregoing  orders,  was  to  fet  them  at  variance; 
but  the  difcovery  of  this  wicked  defign  ferved  only  the  more 
effe£hiaily  to  ftrengthen  the  ties  of  friendfliip  between  them. 
About  the  fame  time,  Moawiyab  depofed  Samrab^  Ziydit  de- 
puty at  Bafra^  whofe  enormous  cruelty  had  rendered  faim 
juftly  odious  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  city.    As  foon  as 
Samrab  heard  this  news,  he  is  reported  to  have  faid,  *^  God 
^  curfe  Moawiyab.    If  I  had  ferved  God  fo  well  as  I  have 
^<  ferved  him,  he  wbuld  not  have  damned  me  to  all  eter* 
'*  nity."    A  faying  this,  which  fufficiently  difcovered  the  in* 
temal  deformity  of  his  foul,  and  the  defperation  to  which  he 
had  been  driven  by  a  confcioufnefs  of  his  crimes.    Within 
the  courfe  of  this  V^ar,  the  Kbalif  likewife  appointed  Obei^ 
itallaby  the  fon  of  £.iyid^  who  gave  him  a  very  fatisfadory  ac- 
count of  the  condu^  of  all  his  father's  deputies,  in  their  re- 
fpedive  provinces,  lieutenant  of  Khorafdn.    Soon  after  he 

' ' Ebh  Al  Athir,  MS.  Hunt,  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.  nnn.  491^. 
AbvSawak,  D'Hekbil.  Biblioth.  orient,  io  ttt.  Aiutvinb,  p> 
S87. 
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had  taken  pofleffiop  of  his  new  goyernmenty  Obii^allab^  tho' 
not  then  ai>Dve  twenty-five  years  of  age,  advanced  at  the  head 
of  a  body  of  troops  a9  far  as  the  mountains  of  Bukbdria^  a»l 
defeated  a  Turkijh  army  that  pretended  to  oppofe  him*  The 
Ttirif  loft  a  very  conliderahle  number  of  men  in  the  aiSion, 
and  the  queen,  who  ^Commanded  them,  with  great  difficulty 
made  her  efcapc.  She  had  only  tim^  tp  put  on  one  of  her 
bufkins ;  fo  that  (he  was  obliged  tq  leave  the  pther  behind 
t  her.    This,  therefore,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  jtrabs^  who 

valued  it  at  no  lefs  than  .2000  Jinars  q. 
Alt  ififlh        It  h^s  been  remarked  by  Mr.  (kkUy^  that  there  was  a  pretty 
rmee        extraordinary  eclipfe,  and  fuch  a  one  as  hap|>ened  at  MeMm^ 
^awn'hy  when  Moawiyah  otifiXfA  -Mohamme^s  pulpit  to  be  removed 
Mr,  Oc-    fconi  that  place>  in  the  54th  year  of  the  Hejra ;  from  whence 
fdeyfrom  \^^  {eeois  to  infer,  that  the  command  .relative  to  this  affair 
fimi  ob-     ^jg  givien.in  that  year,,  tho'  he  aflually  places  it  two  or  three 
fir'vatiws  y^^^  earlier.    But  perhaps  this  inference  p.nat  altogether  to 
^tr/^i^^  depended  upon,  as  he  has  produced ,  na  authority  in  fup- 
dfpendui    f^^  ^^  ^^  ohfervations  from  whence  it  is  drawn,  and  as 
^^^         Eutytbius  ai&rts  that  a  iblar  ecUpfe,  equally  remarkable,  hap- 
pened in  the  50th  year  ef  that  acra. .  For,  from  thence  we 
may  with  at  leaft  equal,  jttftice  infer,  .that  the  aforcfaid  at* 
tempt  was  made  in  the  50th  year  of  the  H^jra  '. 
Ti&#Kha-      Abd'allah,   the  Ion  of  Jmruy  having  commanded  a 
lif  y^»^    M^Jbm^  hand  to  be  cut  off,  for  throwing  duft,  or  gravel,  at 
9iw  gO'    htm  whilft  he  was  preacbing.to  the  people  of  Bafra^  of  which 
vemors  to  place  he  then  was  governor }  fome  of  the  principal  oien  of 
Ba(ra  and  the  city  complained  of  his^  condut^  to  Moawiy^b^  who  re* 
Kbora-     moved  him  from  his  poft,  and  fubftituted  Obeid'aJlah  Ebn 
^*  Ziyad  in  his  room.     The  lieutenancy,  therefore,  of  Khanh> 

fin  becoming  vacant  by  this  removal,  the  KMtf  conferred  it 
upon  one  jffamy  who  bad  not  the  leaft  merit  to  recommend 
iim  to  his  matter's  favour ;  (o  that  nothing  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  an  hiflsoriaa  happened  in  that  province  dqring  the  (hoit 
term  he  preftded  over  the  people  there.    Nor  did  the  year  we 
are  now  upon,  that  is,,  the  55th  of  the  HejrtXy  produce  any 
other  remarkable  occurrences,  at  leaft  fuch  as  have  been  ta- 
ken notice  of  by  the  Moflem  hiftorians  K 
Siviral        But  notwithftanding  the  taciturnity  of  the  MoJIem  hifto* 
remark'    rians,  th/B  Cbrifttan  writers  have  mentioned  feveral  remark- 
tf^/rffrrjvr- able  events,  as. happening  about  the  prefent  time,  that  ate 
renees       not  to  be  pafled  over  akogether  in  filence.    Bajhar^  or  as  he 
about  this 

time.  4  Ebn  Al  Athir,  MS.  Hunt,  in  BibL  Bodl.  Oxon.  nam.  49^, 

'  OcKi.iT»  iibi fop.  p.  i^o«  EvTYCH.  patriarch.  Alexandrin.  an- 
nal.tom.iup..36o«  36i«  '  MS.tiunt.  in  Bibl.  Bod].  Oxon. 

num.  495* 
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is  called  by  Tbiopbanes^  BufuTj  continued  his  incurCons  int6 
die  C6n^/<tf;r  territories,  which  he  ravaged  without  oppofition^ 
and  conduced  from  thence  a  vaft  number  of  captives  into  the 
KboHf^s  dominions.  M^hammediEbn  Ak£aUab  and  Kai$^  two 
M^fitm  commanders,  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  confidefabic 
fijuadron  of  (hips  on  the  coaft  of  CiUcia^  with  a  bod  j  of  land^ 
forces  on  board  $  the  firft  of  whom  took  up  his  winter- quar^ 
tos  at  Smyrna  J  and  the  other  in  Lycia  and  Cilicia.  ^htKkalif 
aHb  fitted  out  another  fleet,  the  conmiand  of  which  he  gave 
to  one  Khalidy  called  by  Theophhms  Cbah^  with  orders  to  fu^ 
tain  that  fent  to  cruize  on  the  coaft  of  CiHciaj  in  cafe  of  need. 
The  following  fpring  the  combined  Mojltm  fleet  prefented  it-« 
felf  to  the  view  of  the  Cbriftians  on  the  coaft  of  Thrace^ 
ftretching  along  from  the  weftern  inromontory,  known  by  the 
name  of  Alagnaura^  to  the  eaftern  one,  called  Cyckbium.   Fre- 
quent conflids  happened  between  it  and  that  of  the  Cbriftians  i 
the  particulars  of  which  have  not  been  handed  down  to  us* 
However,  it  fhould  feem  as  if  the  Arabs  were  fuperior  in  thofe 
cng^ni^nts;  fince  we  have%een  told  by  fome  writers^  thaC 
they  befieged  Conftantinopk  the  whole  fummer  and  fpring  for 
feveral  years  after  the  53d  year  of  the  Hejra^  or  of  Christ 
672 1  but  were  received  with  fuch  vigour  and  refolution  by  the 
emperor,  that  they  thought  it  advifeable  to  withdraw  always  in 
the  month  of  Septembsr  to  Cyzicus.   In  this  long  fiege,  or  rather 
repeated  fieges,  ^^  Arabs  loft  incredible  numbers  of  men,  and 
many  ffaips  confumed  by  fea-fire,  asitwas  caUed,.becaufeit  burnt 
under  water ;  being  the  invention  of  one  CalUnicus^  a  native  of 
Heiiop0lis  in  Egypt^    The  Arabs  at  length,  defpairingof  fuc^ 
ce&,  abandoned  the  enterprize ;  but  as  they  were  returning 
home,  their  fleet  was  flitpwrecked  ofi^  the  Scyliaan  promon- 
tory.   About  the  fame  time,  three  of  the  emperor's  lieute- 
nants, Fiorus^  PitroniuSj  and  Cyprianus^  gained  a  fi^al  vicr 
tory  in  Syria  over  Svfian  Ebn  Awf^  who  commanded  there  a 
numerous  body  oi  Arabs ;  but  loft  in  the  engagement  30,000 
of  his  men.    Thefe  misfortunes  encouraged  the  Mardaius^ 
;   or  Marwitis^  to  feize  on  mount  Libdnus^  where  they  for- 
\  tified  themfelves ;  and  being  joined  by  multitudes  of  Cbri^ 
^  fiien  captives,  flaves,  and  others,  flocking  to  them  from  all 
\  :iparts,  they  reduced  the  whole  country  between  mount  ?««-  ' 
'  ntf,  written  corrupdy  Maurus  in  the  prefent  copies  olTbic  ' 
;   fbanes  and  ddrenuSy  and  yerufalem^  made  frequent  incur- 
fi6ns  into  SynV?,  and  fo  harafled  and  terrified  the  Arabs^  who 
\   thought  that  God  himfelf  at  this  jundure  interpofed,  iit 
favour  of  the  Chrijlians^  that  Moawiyah  not  imagining  him- 
:  4df  able  to  contend  with  them  and  the  Romans  at  the  fame 
\  time,  fent  embafladors  to  treat  of  peace  with  Cenftantinej 
who  met  with  a  gracious  reception  at  the  imperial  court. 
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The  emperor,  in  order  to  facilitate  an  accommodation,  which 
Moawiyah  feemed  (b  ardently  to  defire,  fent  with  the  Arti 
embai&dors,  on'  their  return  home,  John  Pitmgaudesy  a  per- 
fon  of  great  age  and  experience,  to  Syria  \  where,  after  fe- 
vera]  conferences,  a  peace  was  concluded  on  the  following 
terms,  'i.  That  it  fhould  be  inviolably  obferved  by  both  na- 
tions for  the  fpace  of  thirty  years.  2.  That  the  Arabs  fhould 
retain  the  provinces  they  had  feized.  3.  That  they  (hould 
pay  yearly,  by  way  of  tribute,  to  the  emperor  and  his  fucccf* 
fers  3000  pounds  weight  of  gold,  fifty  flaves,  and  as  many 
choice  horfes.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here,  that, 
according  to  the  Chrjiian  hiftorians  referred  to,  in  the  53d 
*  year  of  the  Hijra^  there  was  a  dreadful  mortality  in  Egypt  \ 
in  the  54th,  Sofian  EhnAwfv9z&  defeated  hy  Florus^  Pitronm^ 
'  and  Cyfrianusy  in  Syria ;  in  the  55tb,  the  year  we  are  now  up- 
on, Abd^allab  Ebn  Kais  and  Fadl^  two  Arab  generals,  made  a 
defcent  on  Crete^  with  a  body  of  Mojlem  troops,  and  pafTed  the 
enfuing  winter  there ;  and,  in  the  58th,  a  treaty  was  figned 
between  Conftantim  and  Moawiyah.  l^he  articles  of  the 
treaty  here  mentioned  not  having  been  extremely  honourable 
to  the  Arabia  'tis  not  fb  much  to  be  wondered  at,  that  both 
they,  and  the  military  operations  that  preceded  thehi,  fhould 
have  been  denied  a  place  m  the  writings  of  the  Mojkm  hiilo- 
rians  ^. 
Saad  tales  The  next  year,  Moawiyah  conferred  upon  Saady  Otbman's ' 
Samar-  grandfon,  the  government  of  Kborajim ;  having  removed  his 
kand,  tf^^predeceflbr,  Ajlam^  as  utterly  unqualified  for  that  pofl.  5W, 
'C^fj^^^'foon  after  his  promotion  to  that  dignity,  pafTed  the  Jihuny  or 
UibcKs.  j^4i^  the  Oxus  of  the  antients,  with  a  body  of  the  Mof- 
lent  forces,  and  advanced  to  Samarkandy  which  open'd  its  gates 
to  him  at  his  approach.  Having  foon  after  overthrown  aa 
army  of  the  idolatrous  UzbekSy  he  marched  diredly  to  Tar* 
mud,  or  Tirmidy  which  immediately  furrendered  to  him.  Nor 
is  it  faid  that  he  lofl  any  confiderable  number  of  men  in  this  1 
fuccefsful  expedition  ".  I 

Tour  of  the     It  has  been  already  obferved,  from  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabariy  j 
frincipai   that,  in  the  5Cth  year  of  the  Hejrahy  Moawiyah  prevailed  up-  \ 
cftbe  Ko-on  many  of  the  mojlems  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  bis  foa  | 
reifh  re-    Yeaidy  as  his  partner,  or  collegue,  in  the  Khalifat;  but  thatj 
/u/e  to  ae-  Md'alrahmdn  Ebn  Abu  Beery  Hofein  Ebn  Ali  Ebn  Abu  TdU^ 
kno^Udgi  ji^a/lah  Ebn  Omar  Ebn  Al  Kbattaby  and  Abd!allah  Ebn  Zo- 
Jv*I    .      beir  Ebn  Al  Awanty  would  not  comply  with  the  Khalifas  rc- 
vahV  /itc'  V^^  ^^  ^^^^  particular.    This  memorable  event,  however^ 

<  Thbophan.  chronograph,  p.  293— *296.   Georg.  Cedrev«i 
hiftoriar.  compend.  p.  437.        "Ism.  Abvlfsdl*  ubi  fap.  Qolu 
not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  181,  182,  ct  alib. 
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lis  not  been  fet  in  a  full  light  by  that  author ;  ib  that  we  (hall 
(nd  ourfelves  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  another  Arab  writer^ 
who  places  it  in  the  56th  year  of  the  MoJUm  aera,  in  order 
to  give  our  readers  a  more  perfed  and  fatisfa£lory  account  of 
it.  Momuiyah  intending  to  fecure  the  fucceffion  in  bis  fa- 
mily, formed  a  defign  to  render  the  government,  that  had 
been  hitherto  eledive,  hereditary;  and,  for  this  purpofe,  ufed 
aO  means  ima^nable  to  oblige  the  people  to  declare  Tezid  his 
.  heir  and  fuccemr.  In  order  to  carry  which  defign  effeAually 
into  execution,  he  imagined  nothing  farther  would  be  requifitt 
than  to  engage  them  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  Teud^  as  his 
collcgue,  and  partner  in  the  empire.  This  had  been  firft  fug- 
gefted  to  Moawiyah  by  Al  Mogheirah^  the  late  governor  of  Ctf-  ♦ 
fa ;  but  was  difapproved  of  by  ^/y^V, whom  the  Khaltfhz6  con-  • 

fulted  upon  the  affair,  becaufe  he  knew  Tezid  to  be  a  profligate 
young  fellow,  addifted  to  gaming  and  drinlqng,  and  by  no 
means  qualified  to  govern  the  Arabs.    He,  therefore,  per- 
fuaded  both  Tmd  and  Modwiyab^  at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  tO* 
lay  all  thoughts  of  it  afide.     But,  after  Ziyid's  death,  Afod^ 
wiyabj  who  was  always  fond  of  the  proje£i,  in  the  56th  year 
of  the-H^V^,  revived  it,  arid  wrote  circular  letters  to  the  prin- 
cipal men  in  all  the  provinces  about  it.     The  Syriansy  and 
people  of  Irdky  came  readily  into  the  fcheme;  as  did  alfo 
MoUcy  the  commandant  of  Medina^  who  advifed  the  Khalif 
to  caufe  Tmd  to  be  proclaimed  his  heir  apparent,  or  rather, 
as  we  (bould  imagine,  fuch  a  notion  being  countenanced  by 
Jbujaafar^  Al Makin^  and  Abu'l-Faro'u  his  partner  and  col- 
Icgue,  in  that  citv.  But  Hoftin  Ebn  Alty  AbtaUah  Ebn  Amer^ 
AMalrahmdn  Ebn  Abu  Beery  the  brother  of  Aye/ha^  and  >/A. 
^aSah  Ebn  Zobesry  refufing  to  givts  their  confent  to  ft,  the 
people  could  by  no  means  be  induced  to  concur  with  fuch  a 
meafure ;  tho  Moawlyah  did  his  utmoft  to  prevail  upon  thofe 
bhfefs  to  oblige  him  in  this  particular.     He  came  in  perfon  to 
MediTUiy  at  the  head  of  1 000  horfe.     He  had  a  conference 
there  with  Ayejha  about  the  aiFair;  the  refult  of  which  was, 
hat  the  Arabs  in  general  of  the  province  of  He'jdx  took  the 
h  o^  allegiance  to  Yezld,     He  even  threatened  thofc  that 
f^^  him  in  this  favourite  point  with  his  refentment.   But 
his  efforts, with  regard  to  the  above-mentioned  chiefs,  proved 
ual.     They  were  too  powerful  to  be  brought  into  any 
his  meafures  by  compulfion.     However,  as  Hofein  was  a 
of  merit,  a  near  relation,  ahd  had  the  people  of  Irc.k 
his  dci'otion,  he  advifed  Te:tjd  never  to  offer  him  any  vio- 
e,  if  he  ever  came  into  his  power.     Abd*aIIah  Ebn  Amer^ 
g  wholly  given  up  to  devotion,  would,  as  he  told  him,  de- 
in  his  favour,  when  nobody  elfe  oppofed  him ;  and  thcrc- 
would  be  a  proper  obje£t  of  his  mere]',  if  he  fliould  ever 
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prove,  fiiperior:  tQ  all  ji^cuiemies.'    With  ^^&^A  ^Q  Ah^abrab^ 
man  Ehn  Jhu  Bfcr^  iii^  Mention  being,  fplelyiixed  on  women 
and  play,  and  he  beink  altogether  in|Luencec|  bjr.the  example 
of  others^  continued  moatviyafi  to  bis  foil  tezid^  if  evqr  he 
conies  in,  he  is  to  be  treatisd  with  Jenity  and  moderation.  But 
as  for  Abd^allab  Ehn  Zobwy  he  ha$  ^he  fubtilty  of  the  fox^  as 
well  as  the  ftrength  of  the  lion,  faid  the  Kbalifi  and  there* 
fore,  if  ever  he  can  be  feized,  he  muft  be  cut  to  pieces. 
Thefe  Arab  leaders  perfifHng  in  their  refufal  to  acknowl^e 
Yezid  either  his  father's  collegue  or  heir  apparent,  Moawijab 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  acquiefce  in  the  meafures  that  had 
already  been  taken,  and  durft  not  proceed  to  any  ads  of  vio- 
•    lence  againft  them.    However^  he  fo  far  carried  his  point, 
that  the  Syrians j  the  people  of  Irdi,  and  the  bulk  of  the  ^rab 
pation,  took  the  oatb  of  fidelity  to  Tezid;  to  which   they 
were  bribed  by  large  fums  of  money,  according  to  jO  7a- 
iari ;  tho',  if  we  will  believe  Abu'l-Faraj^  this  oath  was  ex- 
torted by  force  from  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  and  AAediaa. 
Be  this  as  it  will,  it  was  certainly  a  great  adion,  at  this  jun* 
^ure,  to  change  an  elefiive  monarchy  into  an  hereditary  one, 
when  the  hmily  of ,  Hdjhem  had  fo  powerful  a  party  amongft 
the  Arabs  and  the  people  of  /r^i,  that,  would  infallibly  in  all 
points  oppofe  Modwiyahy  whom  they  confidered  as  their  mor- 
tal enemy ;  when  there  were  fiill  living  feveral  of  the  Com- 
panions, who  themklves  afpired  to  the  Khalifat^  and  whij 
confequently  with  great  impatience  expe£led  Moawtyah^s  dif* 
folution  \  and  when,  laftly,  Ye%id  was  fo  abandon'd  a  youth, ; 
that  his  uncle  Ziyad^  a  man  of  great  experience  and  capacity, ; 
thought  that  nothing  could  be  more  dii^greeable  than  the  pie- 1 
ceding  fcheme  to  all  the  provinces.    To  which  we  may  add,! 
that  the  attempt,  itfelf  was  an  innovation,  and  might  therefbrp;] 
have  been  attended  with  fatal  confequences  in  an  empire  tball 
had  not  long  been  formed,  and  that  had  been  lately  very  mud^i 
weakened  by  civil  diflehfions.    This  aSair>  which  had  bccft^ 
for  fome  tiine  in  agitation,  being  thus  brought  to  a  haim j 
eonclufion,  Tmd  gave  audience  to  feveral  embafTadorSs  -wim 
came  to  congratulate  him  on  the  occafion,.  as  well  as  to  icti 
yeral  of  the  Arabs^  who  had  undertaken  a  journey  to  Danmd^, 
cus,  then  the  feat  of  the  MoJUm  emperor,  to  offer  him  dwit 
allegiance.    Amongft  the  latter,  Al  Ahnafy  Tizid's  uncj|i^ 
made  his  appearance ;  and,  at  his  father*s  requeft,  took  an  o^ 
portunity  of  converting  with  him:  after  which,  being  aikedl 
by  Modwiyab  what  he  thought  of  his  nephew's  capacity,  hc 
fcrupled  not  to  anfwer  him  in  the  following  terms :  <^  The  fad 
*"<  of  God  will  not  permit  us  to  lie,  and  thsrt  of  you  not  M 
^*  fpeak  truth.    You  know  beft  both  his  night  suid  his  d%y| 
<<  his  outfide  and  his  infide^  his  going  out  and  his  comjuj 
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f<  ID.  You  alfo  know  beft  what  you  defign  to  do.  It  is  our 
^  bufinefe  to  hear  and  obey ;  yours  to  give  counfel  to  the 
*^  people."  The  Damafcenes  feem  to  have  been  feme  of  !Kf- 
zi^s  moft  zealous  adherents,  and  to  have  dtftinguiihed  them- 
felves  in  a  particular  manner  on  this  occafion  ^. 

As  Ti%Jid  was  now  deftined  to  be  his  father's  fuccellbr,  the  Moawi- 
MKJkalifpcw  extremely  fond  of  him;  imagining  him  toJ^^^- 
liave  (bmething  grand  and  majefiic  in  his  deportment,  and  ^^^^^fy 
that  be  was  every  way  qualifiied  to  fit  at  the  helm  of  a  puif-^*'^^' 
iant  exhpire.    Nay,  Moawiyah^  tho*  in  other  refpefis  a  per-^*' 
fon  of  great  difcernment  and  penetration,  could  not  forbear 
frequently  exprei&ng  in  converfation  the  high  opinion  he  en- 
tertained of  his  ion's  fuperior  abilities.    It  is  faid,  that,  in  one 
of  bis  harangues  to  the  people,  he  offered  up  to  God  the 
foUowine  remarkable  prayer :  *'  O  God  !  if  thou  knoweft 
^*  that  I  have  fettled  the  government  upon  Tizid^  becaufe, 
^  according  to  the  beft  of  my  judgment,  I  think  him  quali- 
^  fied  for  it,  confirm  it  to  him  ;  but  if  I  have  done  it  out  of 
^<  aSedion,  confirm  it  not."    It  feems  to  be  infinuated  by 
an  Arab  author,  that  the  road  from  Medina  to  Mecca  was 
about  this  time  infefied  by  robbers,  and  that  great  diforders 
were  committed  upon  it ;  fince,  according  to  him,  Merwan 
Ehi4i  Hakem^  the  commandant  of  Medina^  was  obliged  him- 
felf  to  conduct  the  Hadji's^  or  pilgrims,  to  Mecca^  the  pre- 
^ceding  year  *. 

The  57th  year  of  the  Hejra  fcarce  produced  a  fingle  event  Gnat 
Aat  has  merited  the  attention  of  any  hiftorian.     Theophanesmt&nar^ 
only  obferves,  that  vaft  fwarms  of  locufts  appeared  in  Syria  ings  and 
and  Mefopotama^  and  confequently  did  incredible  dzmsLge  dt/conunff 
there,  mis  year.     There  were  likewife  at  this  jundure  in/«Arabia.' 
Arabia  great  murmurings  and  difcontents,  occafioned  by  the 
tran&dion  of  the  preceding  year,  of  which  we  have  juft 
g^ven  our  readers  a  full  and  ample  relation.     However,  fuch 
care  was  taken  by  the  Khalifa  and  the  officers  he  employed, 
that  no  open  attempt  was  made  againft  the  government  ^. 

The  following  year,  Jyejha^  the  daughter  of  Jbu  Becr^  Ayeflia 
and  Mebammed^%  beft- beloved  wife,  departed  this  life  2XMi'and  kh* 
dina.    Her  father  derived  from  her  his  name  oi  Abu  Becr^  ord'alrah- 
iSBUt  father  of  the  girl\  ihe  being  very  young  when  the  prophet  min  £bil 
♦  fnarried  her.  She  was  ever  treated  by  all  the  Khalifs  with  the  Abo  Beet 
^[Htmoft  refped,  except  when  (he  expofed  herfelf  in  the  expe-^'^« 
\iition  undertaken  at  her  impulfe  againft  AH.    The  Mojkms 

^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  et  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  4$. 
fitio.  AbvVFaraj,  hift.  dynaft.  p.  195.  MS.  Hunt,  in  Bibl. 
^lodl.  Oxon.  num.  495.  D*HBRBBL.Bib!ioth.  orient,  in  zst.Jezid. 
.*  MS.  Hunt,  m  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.  num.  495.  *  ^  Tubophan. 
Fdironograph.  p.  295.  MS.  Hunt.  num.  495.  ubi  fup. 
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fomf  times  called  her  the  prophete/s ;  and,  when  theyaddrefled 
themfelves  to  her,  generally  gave  her  the  title  of  the  imther 
of  the  faithfuL  She  made  her  exit  on  the  feventh  day  of  the 
month  of  Ramadan,  Her  brother  Abd^alrahman  Ebn  Abu  Bm^ 
of  whom  we  have  fpoken  above,  died  a  little  before  her. 
Soon  after  the  coiKlufion  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  Chriftians  and  the  Arahiy  the  ratificatfons  were  exchanged, 
^  and  John  Pitzigaudes^  the  imperial  minifter,  who  had  been 

amply  rewarded  by  MoAwiyah^  for  the  part  he  aded  in  tint 
imj>ortant  affair,  returned  home  to  Conjiantinople  diis  ikoM 
year  *. 
as  aJ/o      '    The  next  year,  being  the  59th  of  die  Hejra^  died  Ak 
Abu  Ho-  Horeira^  or  ^t  father  of  the  caty  fo  called  bj  J^obammedyhe* 
reira,        caufe  of  his  fondnefs  of  a  cat,  which  he  always  carried  about 
with  hicn<     He  fo  conftantly  went  under  this  appellation,  that 
neither  his  true  name,  nor  his  pedigree,  is  certainly  known* 
He  was  one  of  the  prophet's  intimate  companions,  and  had 
V    fo  many  traditions  father'd  upon  him,  that  the  very  number 
of  them  renders  them  fufpe6l,ed  to  fome  people ;  tho'  others 
receive  them  all  as  of  undoubted  authority,  without  the  kaft 
hefitation.    He  is  looked  upon  by  many  of  the  MofUtm  as  one 
of  the  fix  authors  of  the  authentic  traditions.     His  true  name^ 
according  to  the  common*  opinion,  was  Ahialrahman  Ek 
Sakhar ;  and  his  converlion  to  Iflamifm  is  faid  to  have  been 
efFefted  in  the  feventh  year  of  the  Hejra.    This  year  there 
was  a  great  earthquake  in  Mefopotamioy  which  did  confider* 
able  damage  to  the  church  of  the  Chriflians  at  Edejfa ;  but  it 
has  not  bqen  obferved  cither  by  the  Chrijiian  or  Mofkm  hiflo- 
rians,  that  the  edifices  in  other  parts  of  that  country  fiiffared 
in  the  leaft  by  any  of  its  concuilions  *. 
Moawi-        The  60th  year  of  the  Hejra  was  rendered  remarkable  b^ 
yah  dies,   the  death  of  modwiyah  Ebn  Abu  Sofian^  who  died  at  Danu^aa 
about  the  beginning,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  the  middle  ef 
the  month  of  Rajeb,     His  laft  public  fpeech,  which  he  made 
when  he  found  himfelf  in  a  declining  condition,  was  to  Ac 
following  eiFed.     ^*  I  am  like  corn  that  is  to  be  reaped,  a^ 
*^  have  governed  you  till  we  are  weary  of  one  another.    I 
^  am  fuperior  to  all  my  fucceflbrs,  as  my  predeceflbrs  were 
^  fuperior  to  me.     God  delires  to  approach  all  who  are  de^ 
<'  firous  of  approaching  him.     O  God !  I  love  to  meet  thee, 
'     •*  do  thou  love  to  meet  me  !"    When  he  perceived  htmMf 
Sit  the  point  of  death,  he  ordered  a  captain  of  the  guards, 

'  Abu  Jaapar  Al  Tabari,  et  At  Makin,  abifiy.  p.  4^. 
'       laM.  Abulf£d.  ubi  fup.  Th£ophan.  chroaograph.  p.  2^96* 

.    ^  Ism.  Abulfbd.  ubi  fup.  et  devit.  Moham.  p*  15s.  GaGK* 
la  vie  de  Mftiioin.  tom.  ii.  p.  4$.  Theopuan.  ubifup. 
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and  anodief  feidiful  fervant,  to  impart  from  him  the  following 
actvice  to  Tizul:  *<  Confider  the  y/rabs  as  the  root  and  foun- 
*^  datkxi  of  jour  empire;  and  therefore  always  treat  their  em- 
^  bafiadofs  with  kindnefi  and  refpe£t.  The  Syrians  are  your 
^  natural  friends,  and  will  defend  you  from  the  infulcs  of 
*'  your  enemies ;  and  therefore  fhew  ypurfelf  a  father  to 
^  them :  but  nevc^r  keep  them  long  out  of  their  own  coun« 
^  try ;  for  they  degenerate  abroad.  Oblige  the  people  of 
•*  Irai  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power,  even  tho'  they  fliould 
^  demand  of  you  a  new  deputy  every  day  :  you  had  bettv 
<«  abandon  the  dearefl  friend  you  have  in  the  world,  than  have 
*  100,000  fwords  drawn  upon  you.  There  are  only  three 
**  of  the  Kareijb  that  will  attempt  to  difturb  your  govern* 
*^  ment ;  HofeifL,  Ebn  Armr^  and  AMatiah  Ebn  Zobeir.  If 
<^  the  laft  of  thefe  appears  in  arms  againft  you,  oppofe  him  ; 
<'  if  he  ofiers  you  peace,  accept  of  it ;  and  fpare  the  blood 
*'  of  your  people  as  much  as  poffible.''  In  his  Khali/at^ 
Mafiunab  Ebn  MnkhalUdAl  Anfari  added  a  new  tower  to  the 
tetany  or  mofque,  ereded  by  Amru  Ebn  Al  As  at  Al  Foftat^ 
which  afterwards  went  by  his  name^  We  muft  not  forget  to 
oUerve  here,  that  Mu  Jatxfar  Al  Tabariy  as  well  as  Eutychiusy 
aiierts,  that,  in  the  50th  year  of  the  Hijroy  there  happened 
h  remarkable  a  folar  eclipfe,  that  the  ftars  in  the  day-time 
very  clearly  appeared  ;  which  will  farther  evince  the  truth  of 
the  inference  we  have  already  drawn  from  that  afiertion  ^. 

MoAWiYAH  reigned,  if  we  compute  from  Hafan^s  reiig*  HonuUng 
nation,  nineteen  years,  three  months,  and  five  days,  accord-  he  rtign^ 
ing  to  JBfuJaafar  Al  Tabari.    He  prefided  over  oyria^  either  ^^9  ^^ 
as  governor  or  KhaUfy  about  forty  years,  wz.  four,  as  lieu-»  ^**"'  ^^^^ 
tenant,  in  the  Khdl^at  of  Owur;  twelve  in  that  of  Othman^  T^Y'  ^'' 
who  ccNidnued  him  in  his  former  poft  through  the  whole  ^^^°* 
coorfe  of  his  reign ;  five  in  the  KhaUfat  of  Alt ^  during  which 
he  fttpported  himfelf  by  force ;  and  nineteen  after  Ha^ 


[  fitfi%  renunciation,  when  he  governed  the  MojUm  empire 

without  a  competitor.     Abulfeda  differs  a  littl^  from  Al  Ta* 

L  fan'  in  the  length  he  z&gns  Afaamyat's  reign.    With  regard 

•  to  his  age,  authors  are  not  perfedly  agreed ;  fome  making 

:  Um'  70,  others  73,  others  75,  others  78,  others  80,  and, 

hftly,  oAers  85  years  old,  at  the  time  of  his  death.     Be 

.  rint  as  it  will,  as  fbon  as  he  was  dead,  Dehai  Ebn  Kais  went 

\  Into  the  mofque,  and  afcended  the  pulpit  with  Modwiyah's 

winding- (beet  in  his  hand  i  where,  having  made  an  «nco* 

^  Abu  jAAFAa'Ai^  Tabar.  et  Al  Makin»  ubi  fap.  p.  50.  Bbn 
Al  Athib,  MS.  Hunt.  anm.  495.  Ism.  Abvlped.  in.Mft.  univ. 
.  Gbec.  AbuVFabaj,   ubi  fup.  p.  195.     Eutych,  ubi  flip. 
'  p-  360^  361.  Theophan.  chronograph,  p.  296, 
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Ihium  on  the  deceafed,  and  facisfied  the  people  of  his  deathi 
he  faid  the  funeral  fervice)  or  the  prayers  ufual  on  fuch  occa* 
fionsf  over  him.     Ye%id  was  then^at  a  town  called  Hawarin^ 
in  the  territory  of  Hemsj  and  did  not  arrive  at  Damafcut  til! 
Sifter  his  father  had  been  interred;  but,   upon  his  arrival 
thcre^  he  went  and  prayed  at  his  tomb.    For  what  has  been 
obferved  here,  we  are  obliged  to  Abulfeda ;  tho'  TeTjd  himfelf 
faid  the  funeral  prayers  over  Modiviyah^  at  his  interment,  if 
wc  will  believe  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tahari  «. 
Dffcrip'        With  regard  to  his  perfon,  Moawtyah  was  tall,  according 
tiontfhis  to  AlTabarty  though  this  is  contradided  hy  Eutycbius^  ex- 
per/on  and  xxtrf\t\y  fat,  and  of  a  fair  complexion.     His  eyes  projefied 
cburaBir.  out  of  his  head ;  he  had  a  loud  voice,  a  large  oreaft,  and  2 
long  beard,  which  he  tinged  with  Al  Henna  and  Al  Catam^ 
after  the  example  of  his  predeceflbrs.     As  for  his  difpofition, 
he  was  merciful,  of  an  exceeding  quick  apprehenfion,  coura-' 
geous,  and  thoroughly  verfed  in  ail  the  arts  of  government. 
His  good-nature  got  the  afcendant  over  his  refentment,  and 
<     the  fweetnefs  exceeded  the  ferocity  of  his  temper.     He  was 
affable,  eafy  of  accefs,  and  of  a  winning  behaviour ;  tho',  by 
his  difputing  the  Khalifat  with  Alt  and  Hafan^  he  had  juftly 
incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  houfe  of  Ha/hem,     Hafan  of 
Bafroj  a  man  of  great  authority  with  the  SonniteSy  objeded 
four  things  to  his  condud;  every  one  of  which,  he  faid,  me- 
rited deftrudion.     i.  He  took  upon  himfelf  the  Khalifat  by 
force,  without  either  confulting  the  people,  the  perfons  of  di- 
ftin£iion,  or  the  furviving  Companions.     2.  He  rendered 
the  Khalifat  hereditary  in  his  family,  and  appointed  Thud  bis 
fuccefibr,  tho*  he  was  a  perfon  of  a  very  bad  charadcr,  a 
drunkard,  a  lover  of  muiic,  and  one  that  wore  filk.     3.  He 
owned  Zryad  for  his  brother,  tho'  in  oppofition  to  one  of  the 
expiefs  decifions  of  Mobamnud  and  the  Koran.     4.  He  treated 
with  the  utmoft  cruelty  Hijer^  a  man  of  uncommon  piety, 
and  his  companions.    According  to  Al  Shdfet\  he  put  Mu 
Rdiyah  in  chains,  becaufe  he  objected  to  the  teftimony  of 
four  of  the  Companions,  viz,  Maatviyahj  Amru^  Al  Mig* 
heirahy  and  Ziyad.    It  has  been  remarked  by  AlTabari,  thai, 
when  he  laughed,  his  upper  lip  was  inverted  ;  and  that  Saiar* 
day  was  the  iirft,  and  Friday  the  laft,  day  of  his  reign  '• 
Some  far-       As  the  Arabs  in  general,  and  the  KtaKf  in  particufair,  at 
tber  ac-     this  time,  were  much  delighted  with  poetical  performances,  a 
count  of     young  man  once  repeated  to  Moawtyah  a  copy  of  vcrfes. 


him. 


.   ^  Ism.  Abulpkd.   Abu  Jaapar  Al  Tabar.  At  Macin, 
Greg.  Abu*l-Fara;,  £uTYCif.  etTHBOPHAN.  obi  fup. 
.'  ^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Eutych.  et  Al  Maein»  ubifop. 
Al  Shaf£i«  &c. 
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whereia  he  gave  a  full  and  explicit  account  of  his  prefent  mir 
^  ferable  fituation.     He  had^  it  feems,  married  a  fair  Arabian 
girl  purely  for  love 3  and,  out  of  mere  fondnefs,  had  fpent  all 
his  fubftance  upon  her.     The  governor  of  Cilfa  caiHng  his 
eyes  upon  her,  and  perceiving  her  to  be  a  charming  crea- 
ture, had  raviflied  her  from  her  hufband's  bofom.     The  poor 
man,  to  whom  the  lois  of  his  fubilance  was  noticing  in  itr 
fyc&,  to  that  of  his  wife,  being  pierced  to  the  very  heart,  and 
ready  to  die  with  forrow  for  this  misfortune,  addrefled  the 
Kbalif  in  verfe,  in  thefe  calamitous  circumftances.     Moiwi* 
yah^  being  very  well  pleafed  with  the  verfes,  refolved  to  do  him 
juftice ;  and  therefore  fent  an  exprefs  to  the  governor,  with 
orders  inftantly  to  refign  the  woman.     He  being  a  perfon  of 
not  the  moft  unrefined  tafte,  told  the  exprefs,  that,  if  the 
KbalifwoM  permit  him  to  enjoy  her  one  year,  he  would  be 
contented  to  have  his  head  ftruck  off  at  the  end  of  it.    But 
the  Kbalif  having  abfolutely  infifted  upon  her  difmii&on,  fhe 
¥ras  brought  before  him*.     He  was  extremely  furpnzed  at  her 
beauty,  but  much  more  at  the  politenefs  and  elegancy  of  her 
exprefSon.     Tho'  he  had  received  many  embaffies,  and  fre- 
ijuently  converfed  with  the  greateft  men  of  his  country,  ho 
he  had  never  before  heard  fucn  a  torrent  of  eloquence  as  that 
which  flowed  from  the  mcMith  of  this  charming  Arabian^ 
The  Kbalif  afked  her  jocofely,  whether  ihe  would  chufe  him^         .     . . 
the  governor,  or  her  hu&and,  for  a  conftant  companion  ? 
She,  with  a  modefty  peculiar  to  her  fex,  anfwered  in  verfe, 
that  tho'  a  perfon  in  his  exalted  ftation  could  do  infinitely  more 
for  her  than  either  fhe  expe<%ed  or  deferved,  yet  that  this 
would  by  no  means  be  a  balance  againft  eternal  damnation. 
She  be^ed  of  him,  therefore,  if  he  intended  her  any  favour^ 
to  reftore  her  to  her  dear  hufl)and.     Which  he  not  only  did^. 
but  prefented  her  likewife  with  a  fplendid  equipage,  as  well> 
as  plenty  of  gold,  in  order  to  reftore  the  fhattered  circum** 
i    ftances  of  her  hufband,  who  had  fpent  a  good  fortune  upon 
i    her.     This  ftory  perfeftly  agrees  with  what  we  find  related  of 
;   this  Kbalif  hy  other  authors,  and  with  the  charadter  given  of 
bim  even  by  Khondemir^  the  Ptrftan  hiflorian.     For  we  are 
told  by  an  oriental  author,  already  cited  in  this  work,  that  an 
Jtrab  robber  having  been  condemned  to  have  one  of  his  hands 
'   cut  ofF,  in  conformity  to  what  is  injoined  by  the  Koran  in 
f    cafes  of  this  nature,  the  criminal  immediately  compofed  and- 
repeated  four  elegant  and  ingenious  Arab  verfes  upon  the  fpot; 
which  fo  mollified  the  Kbalif  that  he  inflantly  pardoned  him. 
However,  it  has  been  remarked,  that  this  wa$  the  flrft  fen- 
tence  pronounced  amongft  the  MoJIems  that  was  not  put  in 
execution  ;  none  6f  his  prcdecefTors  having;  taken  the  liberty 
of  ibtwinj  favour  to  thofe  w^om  the  orainary  judges  had 
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Condemned.  And  with  re|ard  to  Khmdemrj  we  are  informed 
by  that  hiftorian,  that  Maawiyah  ufed  to  fay,  •*  The  Ha^ 
*'  Jhemtfs  are  famous  for  their  valour,  and  the  defcendents  of 
<«  Zobeir  for  their  generofity ;  but  I  only  defire  to  pafs  amongft 
*^  the  Mojlems  for  a  prince  of  clemency  and  humanity."   But 
how  laudable  foever  this  might  feeni,  if  we  will  believe  AE^ 
it  was  not  fpoken  by  Modwtyab  abfolutely  without{artifice  and 
defign  *. 
His  muni'      His  munificence  was  equal  to  his  clemency,  if  we  wiQ  be* 
fcknce*      lieve  the  Mojlem  authors.     He  made  a  prefent  to  Aye[ha  of  a 
bracelet  worth  100,000  dinars.     He  prefented  Hafan  atone 
time  with  300,000  dinars^  and  Ahiallah  Ebn  Zobeir  with 
100,000.    He  frequently  bad  thofe  who  came  to  pay  their 
duty  to  him  to  take  away  any  thing  in  his  palace  that  pleafed 
them.     He  gave  100,000  ^nars  at  once  to  Hofein^  100,000 
to  Abd'a)lah  Ebn  Jaa/ar,  1 00,000  to  Merwan  Ebn  Al  Hakm^ 
and  4,000,000  at  another  time  to  Hafan.    Hov^ver,  on  the 
\   other  hand,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  ambition,  and  an  infa* 
tiable  thirft  after  empire,  almoft  wholly  occupied  his  mind; 
as  very  clearly  appeared  from  the  tenor  of  his  C6ndu6l,  during 
the  Khalifat  both  of  Alt  and  Hafan^  and  even  his  (5wn  ^. 
Kispaii'       The  following  remarkable  inftance  of  his  patience  and 
ence  and    clemency  has  beentranfmitted  down. to  us  by  Abulfeda,    Ar^ 
tlmnKj.   wahy  the  daughter  oi  Hareih^  the  fon  cA  Abtalrmtalleb^  the 
Ton  of  Hdjhenty  a  very  old  woman,  and  his  aunt,  of  Aff% 
branch  of  the  family,  made  him  once  a  vifit.    As  (bon  as 
Moawiyab  had  faluted  her,  £he  began  to  reproach  him  in  the 
following  terms.     "  O  nephew,"  faid  flie,  '^  you  have  been 
**  very  injurious  and  ungrateful  to  your  coufin,  who  was  one 
**  of  the  Companions.    You  alfo  called  yourfelf  by  a  name 
<f  that  was  none  of  your  own  ;  and  took  pofleiSon  of  what 
"  you  had  no  right  to.     Our  family  exceeded  all  men  in 
**  fufFerings  for  this  religion,  till  God  thought  proper  to  take 
^  his  prophet,  in  order  to  reward  his  labours,  and  advance 
**  him  to  a  more  exalted  ftation.    Then  you  infulted  us,  and 
♦*  we  were  amongft  you  like  the  children  of  Ifrael  in  the  fa- 
^*  mily  of  Pharaoh ;  tho'  AU  bore  the  fame  relation  to  the 
**  prophet  that  Aar^n  did  to  Mofes^     Amru  being  then  pre- 
fent, faid,  <^  Hold  your  tongue,  old  woman,  and  don't  talk 
*«  like  one  out  of  his  wits.''    "  What,"  replied  Ihe,  "  d6 
*«  you  prate,  you  fon  of  a  whore  !  Your  mother  was  known 
*<  to  be  the  cheapeft  and  moft  notorious  ftrumpet   in  al] 

«  MS.  Hunt,  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.  num.  49;.  Aat.  Rabi  Al  Ak- 
YAK,  apud  D*Herbel.  Bibl.  orient,  in  art.  Moawah,  p.  587.  ut  el 
ipfe  D'HtRBEL.  ibid.  Al  Kor.  Mobam.  f.  v.  Salens  prelim,  difc. 
p.  140.  Ocic?LEY,  ubi  fup.  p.  85,86.  5  MS.  Hunt,  dubu 

495.  abifup. 
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^^  Afeaai  who,  when  fhe  was  examined  about  her  6om- 

**  merce  with  five  of  the  Koreijhy   confefled  that  fhe  had 

^^  lain  with  them  all,  and  declared,  that  he  muft  be  deemed 

*'  your  father  whom  you  refembled  moft.     As,  therefore, 

cc  J.Q^  ^cj-e  moft  like  old  Al  As^  he  was  obliged  to  acknow- 

♦*  ledge  himfclf  your  father."     This  unparalleled  fcurrili- 

fjr,  however,  did  not  ruffle  nor  difcompofe  Modwiyahy  who 

only  (aid  to  her,  ^'  God  forgive  what  is  paft ;  what  would 

«  you  have  ?"     She  anfwered,  "  Two  thoufand  dinar Sy  to 

^  purchafe  an  eftate  fpr  the  poor  of  our  family ;  two  thou- 

*^  land  more,  to  marry  our  poor  relations  ;  and  two  thoufand 

"  more  for  myfclf,  to  fupport  me  in  time  of  extremity.** 

All  which,  by  the  KhaUf*^  command,  was  paid  down  to  her 

immediatdy.     Several  other  inftances  of  this  kind  might  b« 

produced,  had  we  room  here  to  infert  what  has  been  related 

of  Modwiyab  by  the  oriental  authors,  elpecially  thofe  of  the 

Somutiy  or  Tradifioni/lj  perfuafion  ^. 

To  what  has  been  faid  of  this  Khalify  we  muft  beg  leave  to  Some  tufi 
add,  that  he  was  the  firft  who  introduced  the  Mekfowrah  into  toms  that 
the  mofque.     The  Mekfowrah  was  a  fort  of  elevated  place^^^^  intrp- 
feparated  from  all  the  reft,  where  the  Khalifa  who  was  xhtduced^ 
fiipreme  pontiff  in  religious  as  well  as  the  (overeign  in  civil 
affiiirs,  read,  or  chanted,  the  prayers  that  form  the  liturgy  or 
public  office  of  the  Mourns.    From  the  fame  place  he  alfo 
made  the  Cetbaby  which  is  a  fort  of  homily  or  predication^ 
tp  the  people.     This,  before  his  time,  followed  the  prayers ; 
but  he  b^an  with  it,  for  the  reafon  already  ailigned.     He 
Ulb  introduced  the  practice  of  laying  poft-horfes  upon  thQ 
loads,  and  was  the  firft  of  the  Khalifs  who  fpoke  to  the  people 
in  a  fitting  pofture.     According  to  Theophanesy   Modwiyab 
itigned  four- and- twenty  years;  from  whence  we  may  infer^ 
that  he  makes  his  Kbalifat  to  have  commenced  at  the  death 
of  Otbman,     It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  Dionyfius  Tel^ 
marenjis  calls  AH  Ahbasy  and  relates,  that  Modwiyab  reigned 
alone,  or,^er  the  death  of  Ahbdsy  or  Aliy  only  fixteen  years  ; 
tho'  Ebn  Arrabeb  and  AbuH  Waltdy  in  agreement  with  the 
other  eaftern  writers,  affirm,  that  he  fat  on  the  MoJIem  throne, 
without  any  collegue,  except  his  fon,  or  competitor,  nineteen 
|rears  and  three  months,  and  died  in  the  6oth  year  of  the 
)  HejrHy  or  of  Christ  679.     As  Dionyfms  wrote  in  Syria^ 
,  and  the  ^yr/tf^i^'adhered  to  Modwiyaby  'tis  no  wonder  that  he, 
in  common  with  his  countrymen,  fhould  have  had  the  me- 
mory of  AU  and  his  fcms  in  fuch  abhorrence,  as  to  leave  their 
names  out  of  the  lift  or  feries  of  Khalifs.    It  may  be  farther 
obferved,  diat  he  called  AU  Ahhdsy  becaufe  the  latter  was 
•  the  name  applied  to  that  Kbal^^s  whole  family  by  the  Syrians  \ 

t  ItM.  Abulfbd.  ubi  fup. 
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i|s  alfo  becaufe  Mi  had  a  fon,  deftroyed  by  Texidy  in  the  6oth 
year  of  the  Hejraj  according  to  Mu'lff^aUdy  who  went  under 
that  appellation  ^. 
Where  MoAWiYAH  was  interred  at  DamafcuSy  which  he  made 
huried.  the  refidence  of  the  Khalifs ;  and  this  prero^tiv^  that  city 
enjoyed,  as  long  as  his  defcendents,  or  the  KhaKfs  of  the 
^oufe  of  Ommyaby  kept  pofleffion  of  the  Mcflem  throne.  But 
thofe  of  th^  family  of  Akbds  transferred  the  imperial  feat  to 
Jnhdry  Hajhemiyahy  and  Bagbdady  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fe- 
quel  of  this  hiftory.  The  infcription  upon  Modtviyab^sk^ 
waS)  Every  work  bath  its  reword ;  or,  as  others  fay.  There 
is  nojlrengtb  hut  in  Go  p.  His  fecretary  was  AbicUab  Ebn 
Aws  ;  his  principal  Kadiy  or  judge,  Fadala  Ehn  AhJtattaby  of 
Medina ;  his  chamberlain  Yeiid  his  fervant^  and  afterwards 
his  fervant  Safipdn  \  the  captain  of  his  guards  Tezid  Ebn  Ai 
Horra  Al  Abafiy  Kais  Ebn  Hamzaby  and  Dabak  Eb^  Kais  Al 
Fabri,  Eutycbius  makes  Riyaby  one  of  his  iervants,  to  have 
been  his  chamberlain.  For  the  ftory  of  Obeid  Ebn  Saribay 
the  Nejlor  of  th^  Arei^Sy  who  is  faid  by  the  Afpflems  to  have 
arrived  at  the  age  of  300  years,  and  lived  in  the  Khalifat  of 
Moawiyaby  we  muft  beg  leave  to  refer  our  curious  readers  to 
Jl  Maiin,  or  rather  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tab^ri ». 

SECT.     VII. 

Yezid  Y'EZID,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar y  was  proclaimed  Kba^ 
frcclaimed  -'■'  lif,  in  confe<)uence  of  his  nomination  to  the  fucceflion, 
|!Lha[|f.  the  faihe  day  his  father  died-  His  inauguration  was  performed 
on  the  new  moon  of  the  month  of  Rajeby  in  the  60th  year  of 
the  Hejroy  coincident  with  the  7th  day  of  Aprily  in  the  year 
of  our  LoKD  680.  He  was  born  in  the  26th  year  of  the 
Ibrmer  xra,  and  confequently  thirty-four  lunar  years  old, 
when  he  afcended  the  Moflem  throne.  Immediately  after  his 
inauguration,  he  wrote  to  Al  Walid  Ebn  Otba  Ebn  Abu  Sofiany 
liis  governor  of  Medinoy  to  feize  Hofein  Ebn  Ali  and  Abici- 
lah  Ebn  Zoheiry  if  they  refufed  to  acknowledge  his  right  to 
the  Khalifat,  The  letter  was  conceived  in  the  following 
terms  :  *'  In  the  name  of  the  moft  merciful  God.  Froni 
**  Yeiady  emperor  of  the  faithful,  to  Al  Walld  Ebn  Otba. 
**  Modtuiydh  was  one  of  the  fervants  of  God,  who  honoured 

^  Idem  ibid.  D^H]?i^b|l.  obi  fup.  \u  zxt.' Maaviab.  Garc. 
AbuY-Faraj»  ubi  fup.  p.  194.  Dionys.  Tevmarbns.  Ebn 
ARitAHEfi,  et  Abu*l  Walid,  apud  Jofeph.  Siino|i.  AiTem.  inBi- 
^tioth.  orient,  tom.  ii.  p.  103,  104.  ut.et  ipfe  Josefh.  Sxuoii. 
As££MAN.  ibid.  £bn  Shqhnah,  Khondemir,  5cc.  '  Abu 

Jaafar  AlTabar.  et  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  48,49.  Eutych. 
H^  fup.  p.  360,  361.  D*Herb£l.  Biblioth.  orient.  paC 

**  himj 
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^  him^  madehiin  Kbaltf,  extended  bis  dominioos,  and  efb* 
^  blifhed  him.  He  lived  h\$  appointed  time,  and  God  took 
^^  him  to  his  mercy.  He  lived  beloved,  and  died  pare  and 
*'  innocent.  Farewell.  Take  care  not  to  fuffer  Hofttn^ 
^  jut lillab  Ehn/fnur^ztA  JbeTalktbEkn  Z^biify  to  Avi'xztt'xa 
^  die  leaft  from  the  inauguration."  Upon  the  arrival  of  this 
iMKy  Al  WaM  confulted  Mtrwdn  Ebn  Al  Hahm  about  the 
contents  of  it,  which  he  immediately  communicated  to  him. 
Mtrwm  advifed  him  to  tender  the  perfons  therein  mentioned 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Te%id^  before  they  were  apprized  of  the 
KbaCf^s  death ;  and,  upon  their  refuial  to  take  it,  to  order 
dieir  heads  to  be  cut  oflF.  Alfyialid^  therefDre,  according  ta 
Abklfida^  fent  for  Hefein  to  his  houfe,  informed  him  of  Mou" 
vnyab*s  death,  and  invited  him  to  recognize  the  authority  of 
the  new  Kbaltf.  Hofein  anfwered,  that  men  of  his  diftinc- 
tion  did  not  uuially  do  things  of  that  nature  in  private ;  that 
he  did  not  exped  to  have  had  fuch  a  thing  propofed  to  him  ; 
^nd  that  he  thought  fuch  a  declaration  as  was  required  of  him 
pught  to  be  made  in  the  moft  public  manner.  Merwan^  who 
was  prefent,"  plainly  faw  that  the  anfwer  was  evafive ;  nor 
was  the  governor  ignorant  of  this ;  and  therefore  gave  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  Al  JValid  either  ought  to  oblige  thfein  to  be 
explicit  on  this  occalion,  or  to  ftrike  his  head  oiF  upon  the 
fpot.  This  AlWalid  refufing  to  do,  H9feinj  after  ho  had  re* 
proached  Merwdn  for  his  advice,  by  the  affiftance  of  fomo 
friends  and  domeftics  he  had  pofied  at  the  governor's  dobr^ 
efcaped  to  his  own  houfe.  Merwdn  then  cenfuring  AlWaUd 
for  permitting  Hofein  to  retire,  the  governor  told  him,  that 
he  was  very  eafy  in  his  prefent  fituation ;  and  that  he  thought 
|t  would  be  a  very  criminal  a6Hon  to  fpill  the  blood  oi  JSo^ 
fein.  After  this,  Al  ff^alid  fent  for  Abd^allah  Ebn  Z'obeir^  in 
Older  to  make  the  fame  propofal  to  him  that  he  had  before 
done  to  Hofein.  But  Abd^allah  deferred,  under  various  pre- 
tences, waiting  upon  him  for  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours; 
at  the  end  of  which,,  with  his  family,  and  his  brother  yaa-- 
foTy  he  made  his  efcape  to  Mecca,  Al  fValtd  fent  a  party  of 
horfe  in  purfuit  of  him,  but  without  efFe£t.  In  the  mean 
time,  Hofeiuy  by  the  advice  of  his  brother  Mohammed  Hani" 
fjab^  made  fecret  preparations  to  follow  him,  with  his  family  ; 
which  he  at  laft  found  means  to  do.  However,  Egypty  Syria^ 
Mefopotamicy  Perjia^  and,  in  fine,  all  the  Moflem  dominions, 
except  the  cities  of  Mecca  and  Medina^  and  part  of  Irak^  de<^ 
dared  in  favour  of  Tezid.  Notwithftandine  which,  the  people 
of  Cufoj  receiving  advice  of  Hofein  and  AbiaUaVz  efcape  to 
MeccOj  invited  the  former  to  Cufa^  and  promifed  to  fupport 
him  in  any  war  he  ihould  undertake  asainft  Yezid,  He, 
therefore,  difpatched  to  thcp  his  coufm  mojlem  Ebn  QkaiU  to 
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whom,  as  Ibfein^s  reprefeoudve,  they  took  the  oath  of  at. 
kgiance.     YeziJ^^  modier,  according  to  yfbu  Jaafar  Al  To. 
hart^  was  Kaifun  Bint  Babdal^  or,  as  Eutydius  will  have 
it,  Mifua  Bint  Tahdaky  of  the  tribe  of  Calb  ^. 
Tti people      The  new  Kbalt/heing  inforaied  by Merwan  ofMWaUiB 
•/Q^h,     indolent,  not  to  fay  treacherous,  condufi,  difmiflcd  him  from 
^c/vrr/ffr^e  government  of  Medina^  and  fubftitutcd  yfmruEbn  Saai, 
xloieu.     iii^ij  commandant  of  Mecca^  in  his  room;     Jmru^  who  was 
a  very  proud  man,  foon  after  he  had  uken  pofleffion  of  his 
poft,  detached  Amsr  Ebn  Zobeir  with  a  body  of  troops  againft 
his  brother  Abiallaby  whom  he  mortally  hated.     AbttaUah 
cng^ed  Amer  in  the  field,  routed  him,  and  put  him  in  pri- 
fon,  where  he  kept  him  confined  till  his  death.     This  vidory 
procured  Ahiallah  no  fmall  refped  from  the  people  of  ^- 
iinoy  who  feemed  now  greatly  prejudiced  in  his  favour.  How- 
ever, iJ^/itVs/uperiorintereft  amongft  them  rendered  him  in- 
capable of  afpiring,  by  their  afliflance,  to  the  Khalifat  him- 
lelf*     Befides,  Hyein  was  fupported  by  the  forces  of  Irik^ 
who  ftill  retained  a  vaft  veneration  for  the  memory  of  his  fa« 
dier  AUj  and  confidered  the  government  of  Modwiyab  as  a 
downrisht  ufurpation.    The  citizens  of  Cufa  had  adually  de- 
dared  tor  him,  as  has  been  already  obferved  \  and  we^  at 
this  very  junfture  prcffmg  him  to  honour  them  with  his  pre- 
ience.  ^  Mofiem  bad,  with  great  difficulty,  traverfed  part  of 
the  defarts  of  Jrak^  in  order  to  come  at  them  j  but,  upon  his 
arrival  at  their  city,  the  reception  they  gave  him  made  him 
imple  amends  for  the  hardihips  he  had  fuilained.     They  not 
only  came  to  a  refolution  to  fpend  all  their  blood  and  treafure 
in  fupport  of  Ho/ein's  ju&  pretcnfions,  but  determined  likc- 
#  wife  to  enter  immediately  upon  adtion  with  an  army  of  18000 

men.     And  what  crowned  all  was,  that  the  afiairs  concerted 
between  them  znd.Mc/Jem  were  carried  on  with  (b  much  ie« 
crecy,  that  AlNootnan^  Tezid's  lieutenant,  himfelf  was  a  flraa- 
gcr  to  their  deliberatior»s.     In  the  mean  time,  Hofein  receiv- 
ing advice  of  the  happy  fituation  of  his  afiairs  at  Cufay  made 
the  proper  difpofitions  for  his  departure  from  Mecca^  in  order 
to  fet  out  upon  his  journey  for  the  former  city  ^. 
Yezid  re-      Al  Nooman  being  informed  at  laft  of  the  fteps  that  had 
moves       been  taken  in  favour  of  Ho/ein^.^Lnd  roufed  out  of  his  lethargy^ 
Al  No-    made  a  fpeech  to  the  people  j  wherein  he  exhorted  them  tq 
oman/rm  avoid  all  occafion  of  flEnfe  and  contention.    He  told  them^ 
^'^  S^'      that  he  would  take  up  no  man  upon  fufpicion,  however  ftrong 

•/"Cufa.    /    ^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  ct  Al  Makik,  ubi  fap.  p.  50. 
MS.  Hum.  num.  495.    Ism.  Abvlped.  ubi  fup.    Euttch.  nfai 
fup.  p*  360—363.  Greg.  AbuVFaraj,  in  hift.  dynaft.  p,  ipj^ 
'  MS.  Hunt.  Abvlfed.   Abv  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.   Al  Ma- 
kin  &  Greg.  AbuVFaraj,  ubi  fup. 
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drcinnftances  mi^t  appear  aeainft  him,  nor  be  the  aggrefleir 
in  any  (hape  ^atfbever,  unlefs  he  fhouM  be  forced  to  ^ 
contraiy  to  his  indinaUon  by  fome  grofs  infult  ofiered  to  his 
peribn*    But  he  fwore  by  that  God  befides  whom  there  is  n6 
other,  that,  if  they  revolted  from  their  iTnttm^  he  would  figjhlt 
as  Jong  as  he  oould  hold  his  fword  in  his  hand.    Upon  which^  , 
one  ci  thole  that  ftood  by  told  him,  that  the  prefent  conjunc- 
ture did  not  fo  much  require  words  as  adion ;  and  that  he 
talked  like  one  of  the  weak  ones.    To  which  he  replied,  that 
^*  he  would  rather  be  one  of  the  weak  ones  in  obedience  t^ 
^  God,  than  one  of  the  ftrong  ones  in  rebelling  againft 
^  him."    This  ina£hve  condud  not  pleafing  Yexid^  he  re* 
•movei  Al  Nooman  fix>m  his  poft,  and  annexed  the  government 
of  Cuf a  to  diat  of  BaJrOy  in  favour  ot  Obei^allah^  the  fon  of 
Xiyady  to  whom  Tmd  had  been  reconciled  by  the  interpofi^ 
tion  of  Sarkhun  Ebn  Moawiyab  i  he  having  before  conceived 
a  dtflike  to  hrm,  on  account  of  his  father  2iyad^  who  had 
refufed  to  concur  with  thoie  who  had  nominated  him  to  the 
fttcceffion  in  his  father's  life- time.  AlNonman^  orAlN^aman^  * 

ds  he  is  called  by  Abu  JaafoTy  was  the  Ton  of  Bajhar^  a  citiseil 
of  Me£na^  and  a  man  or  too  indolent  a  temper  to  fiiflain  the 
Weighty  ofice  of  commandant  of  C&fa  at  this  jundure,  when 
raoft  of  the  citizens  in  reality  were  difaffedeo  to  Tezkl%  and  # 

therefore  this  was  a  fufficient  reafon  for  removing  him  from 
'    that  poft«     But  as  he  belonged  to  a  city  that  bore  an  impla^ 
cable  hatred  to  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  'tis  not  improbable 
that  the  KhaB/mi^t  have  had  fome  caufe  to  fufped  his  inte^A 
grity  ;  which  if  we  admit,  this  muft  have  been  an  additional 
reaion  for  his  difmtffion.     Be  that  as  it  will,  the  new  Kballfi 
if  we  will  believe  Jbulfeda,  upon  his  firft  acceffion  to  the 
throne,  kept  all  his  father's  officers  and  lieutenants  in  the 
places  that  had  been  affigned  them  ;  and  had  nothing  more 
at  heart  than  an  attempt  to  win  over  thofe  who  had  always 
oppofed  his  intereft  by  gentle  means.     In  confequence  of' 
I   which  difpofition,  he  refolved,  if  the  conduct  of  the  houfe  of 
I    Hajhtm  did  not  oblige  him  to  deviate  from  the  plan  he  had  laid 
i   down,  to  have  recourfe  only,  for  the  reuniting  the  divided 
members  of  the  Arab  nation,  to  methods  of  lenity  and  per^ 
laafion<n. 

Obeid'allah  was  received  by  the  people  of  Ci^dy  at  faisMoflem 
firft  appearance  amongft  them,  with  all  poffible  demonftrations  and  Hani 
of  joy ;  which  was  owing  to  a  black  turbant  he  had  upon  his  ixecund. 
head,  refembling  that  which  Hofein  ufually  wore.     As  he, 
'  dierefore,  entered  the  town  in  the  evening,  they  miftook  him 

•.  MS.  Hunt,  et  Abvlfed.  ubi  fap.   Abu  Jaafar  Al  Ta- 
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for  Htfein^  of  whofe  arrival  they  were  in  hourly  expedatioo. 
But  t^ey  were  extremely  mortified,  when  they  difcovered  thii 
ftrangerto  be  the  Emir  Obeiifallab;  who  went  immediately 
to  the  apartments  fitted  up  for  him  in  the  caftle,  attended  only 
by  an  efcorte  of  feventeen  horfe.  The  firft  ohjcA  of  his  de- 
liberations was  the  extin<3ion  of  the  prefent  fedition,  but  too 
vifible  to  him,  that  had  been  excited  in  the  city  by  Mojknu 
Ia  order  to  which,  he  commanded  a  trufty  fervant  to  dilguife 
bimfelf,  and  to  perfonate  a  ftranger  come  out  of  Syria  to  fe^ 
the  inauguration  of  Hofein ;  that  he  might  gain  admiffion  mto 
MofienC^  houfe,  by  his  addrefs  infiniiate  himfelf  into  that  (rf** 
iic^r's  confidence,  and  by  this  means  penetrate  all  his  coun* 
cils;  Which  having  done,  he  made  a  faithful  report  of  what 
be  had  learned  to  his  mafter.  In  the  mean  time,  Mojkm 
lodged  at  one  Sbarik's  houfe,  to  which  he  had  removed  irom 
Hani'sy  where  he  had  taken  up  his  quarters  at  his  firft  coming 
to  town.  Obeid'allah  having  been  let  into  all  the  fecrecs  of 
the  adverfe  party  by  his  fervant,  fent  a  meiTenger  to  Sbarii^ 
who  was  one  of  the  grand  Omera^s^  to  inform  him,  that  he 
intended  him  a  vifit  on  a  certain  day,  which  he  named.  Sba^ 
rik  being  apprized  of  this,  tho*  he  was  then  Tick,  immedi- 
ately came  to  a  refolution  to  receive  him,  and  to  place  Mof- 
km  in  a  corner  of  the  room,  that  he  might  deftroy  him,  upon 
^  fignal  given.  The  vifit  was  accordin^y  made,  and  Mefiem 
had  a  proper  place  ailigned  him,  for  the  purpofe  above-men* 
doned  \  but  his  heart  failing  him,  Obeid'allab  efcaped,  and 
Sharik  died  three  days  after.  As  for  Hani^  in  whofe  houfe 
McJUm  at  firft  had  lodged,  and  who  attended  the  new  go- 
vernor in  the  aforefaid  vifit,  upon  (earching  the  regifte^,  be 
was  found  to  be  an  old  offender,  and  one  that  had  before  op- 
pofed,  Obei^aUab ;  wherefore  he  was  conducted  by  (ome  of 
the  Omera^Sj  at  the  governor's  command,  to  the  cafile. 
Upon  his  arrival  there^  Obeid*al/(ib  afked  him  where  A/oJieM 
was,  and  how  he  came  formerly  to  admit  him  into  his  houfe  i 
Haniy  ^fter  he  had  in  va^in  endeavoured  to  deny  the  fa£t  lai4 
to  hi$  charge,  anfwe^ed,  Jthat  Mojlem  forced  hiqifelf  into  his 
houfe,  and  did  not  come  thither  by  his  invitation.  Oha* 
iaUfib  then  commanded  this  prevaricator  to  produce  him ; 
who  inftandy  replied,  that  if  he  was  under  his  feet,  he  woul4 
not  take  them  off  from  him.  T^is  fo  exafperated  Obet^aUaky 
that  he  gave  him  a  blow  on  the  face  with  his  mace,  which 
broke  his  nofe ;  upon  which,  Hani  attempted  to  fnatch  \ 
fword  from  one  of  the  guards,  but  was  prevented,  ^d  the 
governor  ordered  him  to  be  clofely  confined  in  a  rooqi  of  tiu; 
cafUe  that  had  been  prepared  for  his  reception.  The  news  of 
this  event  foon  reached  the  ears  of  Mojlem^  who  thereupon 
mounted  his  horfe^  afTen^bled  a  boi^y  of  4.OOO  ^i^i^  and  in^r 
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/bcdiately  invefied  the  caftle.  Thi^  at  firft  furprized  OM* 
iallab^  the'  he  foon  recovered  himfelf,  and  made  a  fpeoch  to 
the  people ;  wherein  he  ufed  a  great  variety  of  strguments  to 
diflaade  them  from  withdrawing  their  allegiance  from  the 
KbaUf,  This  produced  the  defired  tStSt  \  infomuch  that  ail 
Afofien^^  followers,  except  about  thfrty,  gradually  deferted 
him.  He,  therefore,  found  himfelf  obliged  to  leave  the  cityi 
which,  by  the  fovour  of  the  night,  he  did,  and  made  his 
efcape  to  a  little  cottage,  belonging  to  an  old  woman,  in  a 
Held  at  a  little  diftance  from  Cufa.  However,  her  fon,  in 
hopes  of  meeting  with  the  reward  promifed  by  the  governor 
to  the  perfon  who  (hould  give  any  intelligence  of  him,  dif* 
covered  to  Obeid^aUab  the  place  of  his  retreat ;  who  there* 
upon  lent  a  detachment  of  eighty  horfe  to  (eize  him.  Jid9f^ 
km  for  forne  time  made  a  gallant  defence,  and  thrice  cleared 
the  houie  of  them ;  but  being  at  laft  overpowered  by  num* 
bers,  and  grievouily  wounded  in  feveral  places,  both  his  lipa 
particularly  being  almoft  cut  to  pieces,  he  was  feized,  dif» 
armed,  and  carried  bound  upon  his  own  mule  to  Cufa.  One 
of  the  governor's  men  perceiving  him  to  fhed  tears,  told  him^ 
that  it  did  not  become  a  man  imbarked  in  fo  great  an  under* 
taking  to  weep.  Mcjkm  replied,  that  he  wept  n6t  fbr  him« 
lelf,  but  for  Hofein  and  his  family,  who  were  then,  as  he  ap- 
prehended, on  the  road  to  Cufa,  After  which,  turning  to 
Afobofnmed  Ebn  Al  JJhatj  he  defired  him  to  acquaint  Heftin 
with  his  bad  fuccefs,  and  intreat  him,  if  upon  his  journey,  to 
return  to  Mecca*  This  Mubammed  not  only  promifed  to  do» 
but  likewife  a£lually  fent  an  'exprefs  to  Hejtiny  to  hinder  him 
from  advancing  to  Cufa ;  tbo'  the  perfon  employed  on  this 
occafion  never  came  near  him.  When  Mofkm  arrived  at  die 
caftle,  he  afked  for  a  draught  of  water;  but  one  of  the  men 
there  told  him,  he  fhould  have  nothing  to  quench  his  thirft, 
till  he  drank  the  Hamimj  or  boiling  liquor  that  the  Mobam^ 
nsedans  pretend  the  damned  fliall  drink  in  hell.  When 
Ohei^allab  appeared,  Moflem  refufed  to  falute  him ;  faying, 
he  ihould  ferve  Tivad  himfelf  in  the  fame  manner,  if  he  were 
prefent,  unlefs  he  would  promife  him  a  pardon*  The  go- 
Temor  then  upbraided  him  with  coming  to  C^fa^  in  order  tm 
tow  the  feeds  of  diilenfion  amongft  a  people  who  were  per- 
Jb£Uy  weU  fatisfied  with  the  prefent  adminiftration.  Mofkm 
reCblutely  anfwered,  *^  That  is  abfoluteiy  falfe.  The  people 
**  of  this  province  know  very  well,  that  your  father  Ziyid 
^  inhumanly  butchered  their  principal  men,  and  exercifed  a 
*^  tyranny  over  them  more  intolerable  than  that  of  the  worft 
^  erf  the  Kbofrffs^  or  the  Cafars :  whereas  our  intention '  is 
^  to  govern  them  with  juftice  and  moderation,  and  appeal 
«  to  the  detcrnrinat^on  of  the  book/'  OUHallab  then  ealM 

him 
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Um  fogset  and  repmached  him  with  drinkiag  of  wine  at  idi^ 
l&ui  I  which  he  denied  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  Perceiving 
that.he  was  to  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  governor's  reientment,  he 
left  one  of  his  friends  700  dinars^  to  take  care  of  his  body, 
and  to  hinder  H0fein  from  approaching  Cufa.  After  which, 
be  was  beheaded  on  the  top  of  the  caftle,  as  Hani  was  in  the 
ftfeet.  Both  of  their  beads  were  fent  for  a  prefent  to  Teud^ 
together  with  a  letter  containing  an  account  of  their  crime, 
knd'the  circumftances  attending  their  execution ;  which  hap* 
li^nod  on  the  8th  day  of  the  month  o{  Dhu^aya^  in  the  6otb 
year  of  the  Hejra*  With  regard  to  the  collection  of  regi* 
fkess,.  or  book  of  records^  as  'tis  called  in  Scripture,  above- 
aentioned,  we  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  antient 
P^rfianSy  to  whom  the  province  of  Irdk^  in  which  Cufa  is 
ficuated,  appertained,  preferved  the  memory  of  the  principal 
events  of  their  ftate  every  year,  and  even  every  day,  in  a  fort 
of  annals  and  journals,  which  formed  that  oolle^oo,  and 
were  recited  in  order  of  time  as  they  happened,  as  may  be 
inferred  from  facred  and  profane  authors.  In  thefe  annals  and 
j(»urnals  the  names  of  the  benefadors  to  the  public,  as  wdl 
as  of  malefadors,  were  inferted,  both  amongft  the  Pirfima 
and  the  Mties,  This  moft  clearly  appears  from  HtrodtUu^ 
Tbutydidesiy  and  JoJiphuSf  as  well  as  from  feveral  pafiages  of 
Scripture.  'Tis  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  fame  cuftom 
flsould  prevail  in  the  time  of  Tigzid  amongft  fome  of  the  de- 
foendei)t$  of  thofe  antient  nations.  'The  detachment  fait  by 
Oietd?aUah  to  feize  Mojkm  at  the  old  woman's  cottage,  and 
condud  him  to  Cufa^  confuted  of  1000  horfe,  notwithftand- 
kig  what  has  been  advanced  to  the  contrary  by  an  jfrah  au- 
thor here  referred  to,  according  to  Abu^l-Faraj  ". 
Hbfein  The  favourable  advices  he  had  received  from  Moflem^  lo« 
fits  Ota  for  gather  with  the  eaweft  and  repeated  folltcitations  of  theCtf- 
Cft&.  fimiy  who  had  fent  him  a  lift  of.  140,000  men  that  were 
ready  to  obey  his  orders,  induced  Hofein  to  think  of  fetting 
out  direjUy  for  Qifv*  The  wifeft  of  his  friends,  however^ 
confidered  this  as  a  defperate  enterprize,  and  therefore  en- 
deavoured to  diiTuade  him  from  it.  AbJallab  Ebn  /fbbdsy  in 
particular,  told  him,  that  as  the  Emir  Obii^allaV%  forced  had 
the  proper  pofts  affigned  them  for  the  defence  of  the  cx>untry^ 
and  as  the  Cifans  at  beft  only  had  invited  him  to  a  war,  lA 
which  diey  would  probably  defert  him,  he  ought  by  no  means 
to  tmbark  in  fo  perilous  an  undertaking.  JbdPaUah  Etn  To* 
kihr  alfo  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  him  to  lay  afide  his  de« 

^  MS; Hunt.  num.  49;.  inBibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.E^tR.  vi.  i.  Est?. 
vi.  t.  X.  a.  Hbrodot.  lib.  viii.  c.  8$.  Thdcydid.  lib.  i.  Joseph* 
ai^^it.  Ub.xi.  c.  6.  Grbq.  Abxj'l*Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  195. 
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fign,  tho*  in  a  more  faint  and  languid  manner;  he  beiiiff  in 

reality  rather  defirou$  of  precipitating  him  into  dan^ersTSian 

of  delivering  him  from  them ;  fince,  in  cafe  of  thfetn^t  deaths 

Ke  thought  he  misbt,  with  the  gxeater  eaie,  alpire  to  tht 

EhuHfai  himfelf.     But  Hc/isn  ftill  periifting  in  his  former  rt'^ 

fcluiioR,  jfbiPaUab  Ebn  Ahkit^  who  bad  a  moSi  fincere  and 

cordial  refpeft  for  him,  reprefented  to  him,  that  if  be  was 

£xed  in  his  intention  of  entering  into  a  war  againft  Texidj  he 

w^t  to  fiay  till  his  friends  at  Cufa  had  diipatched  the  new 

goYcrnor  tmpofed  upon  them  bjr  the  pretended  Kbalify  uA 

then  either  join  them,  or  retire  to  fome  place  of  ftrength  in 

HejuK,  y  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  ihould  write  circular  let* 

ters  Co  his  friends,  defiring  them  to  ailemble  their  forces  with 

all  poffible  expedition,  and  not  fuflS^r  any  part  of  the  fcheme 

be  had  formed  to  tranfptre ;  and  that  at  leaft,  if  nothii^ 

could  divert  him  from  appearing  immediately  at  the  head  of 

the  CufanSy  he  ought  not  to  entertiin  any  thoughts  of  taking 

bis  wives  and  children  along  with  him,  left  he  ihould  meet 

widi  the  fate  of  Otbman^  who  was  murdered  in  his  family's 

fight.     Befidea,  added  he,  your  departure  from  Mecca  at  this 

juodure,  efpecially  if  you  leave  him  behind  you,  will  give 

infinite  pleafiire  to  AbiaUah  Ebn  TtfAehr^  who  wilbes  for  voor 

death,  in  order  to  difpute  bimfelf  the  Khalifat  with  litiJU 

But  iUfnn  ftill  proving  inflexible,  Abd^allah  Ebn  Abbot  \dt 

him,  and  told  Ebn  Zobeir^  whom  he  met  ibon  after,  that  he 

hfd  no  reafon  to  be  fad,  fince  H$Jiinj  hurried  by  his  deftiny^ 

was  obftinately  bent  upon  his  own  deftru£tion«    Nay,  tho' 

the  fame  Ebn  Abbas  fat  up  with  him  afterwards  a  whole  nigh^ 

in  order  to  prevail  upon  him  to  remain  at  Mecca  a  little  loi^er» 

and  at  leaft  till  his  troops  were  ready  to  enter  upon  adion,  he 

could  make  no  impreffion  upon  him.     Hofcin^  therefore,  with 

his  family,  and  fome  other  attendants,  4^  out  from  A£ecca 

ckher  on  the  Sth  of  Dbu^lhajja^  the  very  day  on  which  M^" 

tpm  and  Hani  were  executed  at  Cufa^  of  which  Hoftin  hail 

flot  yet  received  advice,  or  the  day  before,  as  we  learn  from 

I  sm  anonymous  oriental  biftorian  °. 

The  Emir  Obcid'aUab<,  being  apprized  of  HefM^  ap-Obeid*al« 
froach,  deuched  Harro  Ebn  Yezidy  of  the  tribe  of  Temimab^  b4k/r«6 
jmiAk  1000  horfe,  to  meet  him  on  the  road,  and  conduft  him,  ^  Mf  »f 
'  nvkh  all  the  people  attending  him,  to  Cufa.    Harro^  who  was  ^^^ 
I  fiir  firom  being' an  enemy  to  Hoftin^  advanced  at  the  head  ct^,^A 
itts- troops  to  AJbcrafi  and,  when  IJefein  came  up,  imported  ^''^^ 
jto  htm  the. orders  he  had  received.    Hcfiitt  at  firft  attempted 

«  MS.  Hant.  num.  495.  in  BibL  Bodl.  Oxon.    MS.  Lftttd.  in 
iSk^'  Bodl.  Oxon.  num.  i6i.   Abu  Jaafail  Al  Tabar.  et  Ah 
^jIlSAKin,  ubi  fup.  p.  51.  Greg.  Abu'l-Fara;,  ubifup.  p.  196. 

to 


9$  Tii  Hijiafy  0/  the  Arabs:  B.L  ' 

Id  engage  Harro  diredly  in  his  intocft ;  but  finding  this  im- 
pradicable,  he  faidy  he  would  die  rather  than  fuffer  thofe  or- 
ders to  be  put  in  execution ;  and  commanded  his  men  infiantlf 
to  continue  their  march.    But  this  Harro  oppofed  ;  whicn 
provoked  Hofein  to  curfe  him  in  the  following  terms,  prettj 
frequently  ufed  amongft  the  Jrabsy    May  your  mother  h 
ibildlifs  of  you!    This  not  a  little  exafperated  Harrow  who, 
nevertheiers,  only  replied,  **  If  any  other  perfon  had  treated 
*^  me  as  you  have  done,  I  fhould  not  have  faded  recriminat- 
">  ing ;  but  there  is  no  room  to  ipeak  of  your  mother  without 
<*  the  higheft  refpeA.'*    Then  ordering  his  men  to  retreat,  be 
told  Hofein,  that  he  was  not  commanded  to  fight  him,  but  only 
to  coodud  him  to  CAfa ;  adding,  that  if  he  thought  fit  either 
to  go  to  Medina  J  or  take  any  other  road  that  did  not  lead  di« 
leSy  to  Cufa^  he  (hould  meet  with  no  oppofition  firom  him. 
Nay,  he  ventured  farthel"  to  afTure  him,  that  if  he  could  af- 
iemble  a  body  of  troops  fufficient  to  enable  him  to  fall  upon 
.  ObeiSallah^  forces,  and  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  attacked  fixft 
by  that  commander,  he  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  in  a  fair  war 
of  carrying  his  point.    After  which,  Hofein  moved  towards 
Kadifia^  famous  for  the  bloody  battle  fought  there  between 
the  Arabs  and  the  Perfians^  and  was  accofled  at  Adib  by  a 
finall  party  of  four  horfe ;  whofe  guide  Thirmah  informed  him, 
that  the  noblefTe  of  Ci^a  were  refolved  to  oppofe  him ;  an! 
that  tho*  the  refl  of  the  Cufans  were  his  friends,  to-morrow 
their  fwords  would  all  be  drawn  againft  him.    He  alio  affurcd 
him,  that  his  meflenger  Kais^  who  had  been  fent  before  to  dif* 
pofe  the  Cufans  to  give  him  a  good  reception,  had  beca 
thrown  down  headlong  from  the  top  of  the  cafUe,  for  curfiii| , 
Obeid'allabf  and  his  father  Ziyad^  when  he  was  commandd  | 
by  the  former  to  curfe  Alt  and  Hofein.    This  news  greatly  af« ' 
feded  Hofein  ^  upon  which,  Thirmah  offered  to  condud  him 
to  mount  Aja,  a  place  impregnable  by  its  fituationt  in  the  pro* 
vince  of  Najdj  and  even  to  attempt  afTembling  a  body  of  \A 
thoufand  men,  of  the  tribe  of  Tay,  to  fupport  him.     But  fb- 
fein  flill  perfifting  in  his  refolution  of  advancing  towards  Kth 
defia  and  Tjfineveh^  Thirmah  took  his  leave  of  him,  and,  widl 
the  four  horfe  he  was  cond^u&ing,  continued  his  rout.     The^ 
next  day  Hofein^  with  Harro^  who  flill  attended  him,  arrivei 
at  Nimvihy  a  town  diflant  from  the  antient  city  going  undtf 
the  fame  name,  which  flood  on  the  eaflern  bank  of  the  f> 
gris.    Here  Harro  met  with  an  exprefs,  who  brought  Mok 
«n  order  firom  Obeidallah-  to  prevent  Hofein  from  poflefEm 
himfelf  of  any  fortified  town,  or  place  of  flrength,  be(t»9 
the  arrival  of  his  forces.     This  order  came  to  hand  oh  FrUtf 
Ae  fecond  day  of  the  month  Al  Moharram^  m  the  6ift  year 
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/ear  of  the  Htjra ;  and  the  next  day  Jnur  Ebn  Saai^  having" 
received  advice  of  HofeMs  approach,  appeared  with  a  body 
of  4000  men,  who  had  for  fome  time  pitched  their  tents 
without  the  walls  ofCufa.  Thofe  troops  were  upon  the  point 
of  marchiog  to  Deylam  ;  but  as.  the  partifans  of  the  houfe  of 
Hafiem  began  now  to  be  in  motion,  Oheid*aliah  commanded 
Asur  to  lead  them  againft  Hofein.  This,  for  fome  time,  at  thv 
iiifiigation  of  his  nephew  and  others,  ^jn/r  refufed  to  do  ;  butt 
atlaift,  being  intimidated  by  Obeid'allah's  menaces,  he  moved 
widi  all  his  forces  to  Kerbday  where  H$fein  was  at  that  timtf 
pofted.    Here  he  was  joined  by  Harro  with  1000  horfe;  fa 
that,  after  this  jundion,  the  Mojkm  troops  deftined  to  zdL 
againft  Hofein  amounted  to  50CO  men.    However,  before  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities,  feveral  meflages  paffed  between 
Amer  and  Hofein ;  when  the  latter  findine^is  aiFairs  in  a  de» 
fyenXc  fittiation,  and  that  the  Cufans  had  deferted  him,  of* 
fered  to  return  home,  if  Obeid'allah  would  permit  him.    Up<i» 
on  this,  Jlnur  wrote  to  the  governor,  and  acquainted  him 
with  the  overture  made  by  Hofein  \  but  received  for  anfwer« 
that  no  propofal  from  him  would  be  liftened  to,  till  he  had  ac* 
knowledged  YeTud  to  be  the  true  and  lawful  emperor  of  the 
faithful.     At  the  fame  time,  Obei/faUah  commanded  Jmer 
Ehn  Saad  Ebn  Abi  WMas  to  cut  off  all  communication  be- 
tween Hofein^s  camp  and  the  Euphrates^  or  rather  thofe 
branches  of  it  called  by  Abu'l-Faraj  the  rivers  of  Kerbela  3 
0iat  by  this  means  he  might  obliee  him  to  furrender  to  the 
KbaKf^s  forces,  without  any  effuiton  o(  Moflem  blood.    In 
tfaefe  calamitous  circumftances,  Hofein  and  Amer^  at  the  re<«' 
^ueft  of  the  former,  held  a  conference  between  the  two  ar-* 
lilies  ;  each  of  them  being  attended  by  an  efcorte  of  twenty 
lioflie.     In  this  conference,  Hofein  defired  to  be  permitted 
^ther  to  accommodate  matters  in  perfon  with  Texid^  or  to 
fCtHrn  into  Arabia^  or,  laiUy,  to  command  fome  remote  ga- 
fifim  in  Kborafan^  where  he  might  diftinguiih  himfelf  againft 
the  Turh.    &it  Obeiiallab  was  difluaded  from  accepting  of 
any  of  thefe  conditions  by  Shamer  Ebn  DbuUjeyowfh^  who  fcru^ 
j^ed  not  to  accufe  Amer  of  carrying  on  a  clandeftine  negotia*    ^ 
f&ui  with  Hofein ;  though  the  governor  at  firft  diftrovered  na 
iifepugnancy  to  an  accommodation.    According  to  a  tradition,^ 
Isaentioncd  by  Mr.  Ockley,,  tho'  he  names  not  the  author  of  ity 
JBofein  be^ed  he  might  either  have  leave  to  return  to  the  place 
>i|nMn  whence  he  came,  or  be  permitted  to  found  the  people  of 
traky  in  order  to  difcover  whether  they  had  really  any  intcn- 
of  declaring  for  him.     Be  that  as  it  v^iU,  Obeid'aRab  wx)  old 
it  neither  Hofein^   nor  the  people  attending  him,   an/ 
taa ;  offering  them.onfy  this  alternative,  either  to  fubmit 
if'    Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  IL  G       ,         .  to 
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to  (be  Kbalifj  or  leave  the  point  in  difpute  to  Ae  dcdfioaof 
the  fword  P. 
7he  Battle     Obbid'allah  being  at  this  time  fuffidentlj  apprized  of 
9f  Ker-     the  fedittous  difpofition  of  the  Cufans^  was  refcuved  to  bring 
bebu         matters  to  an  eclairdilcment,  before  Hiftin  advanced  nearer 
to  the  gates  of  their  city.     He,  therefore^  fent  Shanur^  ufioii 
vhom  he  could  inttrely  depend,  with  a  body  of  5000  men* 
to  reinforce  the  troops  under  yfnur^  whom  he  ordered  once 
more  to  aiTure  Hofein,  that  if  he  and  his  men  wouki  (bbmit 
td  Texid^  no  violence  fliould  be  ofiered  them ;  but  that  if 
they  refufed  fuch  fubmiffion,  they  fliouid  all  be  put  to  the 
fword.  He  likewife  ordered  Shaaur  to  ftrike  oSAnur^  head, 
if  he  difcovered  any  relufiance  to  an  engagement  with  ih^ 
foin^  and  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  command  of  all  the  forces. 
At  'the  £ime  time,  the  governor  o&red  his  proteSion  to  Jk^ 
i£s^  Abiallahj   Jaafar^  and  OthmaUy   four  of  Jli*s  iom'^ 
which  they  cefuied  to  accept;  iaying,  that  the  fecurity  of 
God  was  oetter  than  that  of  the  fon  of  Somyab.     By  which 
appellation,  they  intended  to  iligmatize  Obii£alUih\   inti* 
mating  thereby,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  one  of  S§n^^s  baf- 
Cards,  his  father  Ziyad  having  been  the  fruit  of  an  illicit  com- 
merce between  that  ftrumpet  and  Abu  Scfian.     Amtr  baviag 
feceived  Obii(faUaif%  orders   by  Shamer^  together  WkX\k  a 
fetter  feverdy  reprinuinding  him  for  not  attacking  H$fim 
^ner,   drew  up  his  army  in  order  of  battle,  and  advanced 
towards  the  enemy.     This  happening  after  evening-praycTi 
Hofetn^  who,  with  his  brother  Abbas^  was  then  in  his  teiit^  | 
begged  a  truce  till  the  following  day ;    which  was  eafil^  I 
granted  by  Attur,    In  the  mean  time,  Hofiin^^  fifter  viewtil 
with  the  utmoft  horror  and  conftemation  her  brother's  ap«. 
proaching  fate.     She  was  quite  difconfolate,  fainted  wmtjf 
and  difcovered  all  the  fymptoms  of  grief  and  defpair;  ^ii^ 
Hofein  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  comfort  hen     He  eOi^l 
deavoured  aUb  to  calm  tl^  minds  of  his  men,  who  feemed 
then  to  be  under  the  moft  dreadful  apprehenfions,  by  advifii^ 
them  to  retire  to  their  re(pe£live  habitations.    This,  how*'* 
ever,  they  could  by  no  means  be  induced  to  do,  moft  o£ 
^  '  them  being  determined  not  to  furvive  him.    But  notwitb^^ 
fianding  the  ferment  they  were  in,  he  did  not  omit  maktniy 
the  proper  dtfpofitions  for  his  defence.    He  ordered  all  dil« 
tents,  of  which  his  camp  was  compofed,  to  be  faftened  t^ 
one  another  with  ropes  and  cords,  and  to  be  fortified  at  on»- 

'  MS.  Laud,  in  Bihl.  Bodi.  Oxonl  num.  i6t.  ^Gaic.  Abv***?] 
Fakaj,  ubi  fup.  GoLii  not.iadAIfragan.  p.  234.  D'Her.bi^'^ 
ifibiioth.  orient,  in  zxu  HQUjffain.  A^u  Jaaf Aa  AlTabas;.  «|i 
^t.  Makin,  ubi  fup.  J 
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tod  with  a  trench  i*^^  that  th^  wholes  which  was  ^Itibcd  ia 

the  nig|tt>  formed  »  fort  of  barricade.    Into  the  tiencb  he 

cauini  to  be  thrown  a  large  quantity  of  wood,  and  other 

combuflible  materials,  which  his  mtn  fet  on  fire,  to  prevent 

thdr  being  furrouaded ;  b  that  they  could  be  attacked  only 

ur  fast    They  fyent  the  nigbt  in  prayers  and  fupplicationsy 

friaiifae  horfe  of  the  enemy's  gu^d  were  perpetually  moving 

nuA  diem.  The  next  nAoraing,  the  troops  on  both  fides  madie 

,  IbchiBoveineats,  as  are  for  the  moft  part  immediately  previous 

I  ft  ao  esgagpTOBt,    Hoftin  drew  up  his  fmall  army,  whicb^ 

mcoriifigto  an  Arab  writer  of  good  authority,  confiiled  only 

«r  diirty-two  borfe  and  forty  foot  (tho'  Abu  Jaafar  makci 

Ae  whole  number  to  have  amonnted  to  fifty  horfe  and  an 

hBodred  foot)  in  order  of  bactle,  and  made  as  good  a  <li^o«> 

fition  of  this  inconfiderahle  force,  as  the  nature  of  the  ground 

I  ^  which  he  ineamped,  and  the  fhort  fpace  of  time,  allowed 

I  lam  to  do  it  ia,  would  permit.     Amevy  as  foon  as  the  day  ap* 

i  feared,  having  ranged  his  troops  in  battle-array,  approached 

:lbe  barricade,  in  order  to  bpgin  the  attack;  and  found  i&« 

J«Wi  who  had  before  waited  s^nd  perfumed  himfelf,  according 

It  the  Arab  cuftom,  wherein  ^  wa9  followed  by  his  principal 

eCccn,  prepared  to  receive  him  in  a  proper  manner.    Upoa 

S''^lllOlioa  oiAmtrj  Hefnn  inftantly  niounted  his  horfe,  as 
^     his  fon\^/;,  laid  the  Koran  before  him,  and  earneftly  prefled 
ibtdias  that  attended  him  to  a  performance  of  their  duty, 
is  drew  a  frefb  flood  of  tears  froitf^  bis  fifters  and  daug^^ 
^  who  rent  the  air  with  their  lamentations  s  upon  which^ 
feat  his  ion  ifir,  and  bis  brodier  Ahboi^  to  pacify  and  ap* 
'  dieoi,  declaru^  that  he  w^ould  die  in  the  field  of  battle 
than  reoounce  his  rig^  in  (b  fervile  a.manner  as  was 
sd  of  him  to  any  tyrant  whatfoever.  Which  moving  fcen^ 
^Sk&oifiarr^  that  he  expreifed  great  ferrow  fior  having  inc- 
ited thfiin^  immediate^3oine.dhim  with  thirty  horfe,  and 
to  a  determination  to  die  with  him.  He  alfo  made  a  final 
to  mollify  ^;»^,  bMt  without  ejFe^i  that  general  alledg^ 
that  the  exprefs  orders  he.^ad  received  from  Obeiiallab 
not  permit  |>i9  tOrfollQW  p^ific  meafiires.  Upon  which» 
9  opbraided  him^  as  ^yel)  as  ^%Cufans  in. general,  with 
g  imposed  vpon  Hff^y  and  with  having  deprive^  him 
hi6  men  of  the  water  ^f  the  EuphraUiy  of  which  Jiwsy 
'lianSy  and  Sabiattiy  were  periSMtt^d  to  drink,  and  in  which 
hogs  and  dog9  were  fuiiered  tofport  themfelves.    An  at- 
odatioo,  therefore,  being  impradicable,   Shamir  Ebn 
^iyow/h  began  the  aittack,  and  (bowers  of  arrows  were  on 
fides  diicharged.    But  befose  the  a£tion  became  general, 
eSah  Ebn  Avury  having  obtained  leave  oi  Hojkin  to  fight 
killed  Ya/tr  and  8alem^  two  of  Arner^  men,  in  fingic 
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eombat;  and  anodier  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  engage 
Hofeitij  his  horfe  threw  him,  dragged  him  with  his  left  foot 
in  the  ftirrup,  his  right  leg  having  been  cut  oiF  by  one  of 
Hofein's  men,  and  at  laft  deftroyed  him,  by  dafhing  his  head 
againft  fome  ihmes.     Several  other  combats  were  fought, 
*   wherein  Hefetn^B  men,  being  animated  by  defpair,  were  fupe- 
rior  to  their  antagonifts ;  which  induced  Amer  to  order  hii  fol- 
diers  to  defift  from  that  kind  bf  engagement.    After  Ais, 
Amru  Ebn  Hejaji  who  commanded  the  right  wing,  charnd 
Hefein's  troops  with  great  fury,  oying  out  aloud  to  the  &• 
fans^  ^^  Behave  with  bravery  againft  thofe  who  feparate  from 
*'  the  religion,  from  the  congregation,  and  from  ihelmamJ* 
To  whom  Hofeifiy  with  great  coolnefs,  replied,  **  You  are 
^<  the  feparatifts ;  when  your  fouls  have  uken  their  fli^ 
**  from  your  bodies,  you  will  know  which  of  us  defervc  hdl- 
«^  lire  mof{."    In  this  attack,  Mojkm  Ebn  Aufyab^  the  firft 
that  fell  on  Hoftin*z  iide,  was  killed,  after  he  had  behaved  with 
unparalleled  bravery*    Several  other  Arab-  officers  likewife  at 
this  time  loft  their  lives ;  though  the  CufarUy  notwtthfhmdtng 
the  inequality  of  numbers,  were  not  able  to  ntake  themfdvca 
mafters  of  the  perfon  of  Htfein.    The  little  body  of  cavalry 
that  furrounded  him  fuftained  the  fhock  with  incredible  firm* 
nefs  and  intrepidity,  and  at  laft  forced  the  enemy  to  retire 
with  confiderable  lofs  9. 
Hofexn         The  right  wing  thus  failing  in  its  attempt  upon  Hofein^ 
d»ftated    Bhamer^  who  command^!  the  left,  fell  upon  the  Arab  cavalry ; 
mnd  kitiei.  ^ith  fuch  fury,  that  he  had  well  nigh  broke  them,  and  cvea  i 
penetrated  to  Hofein.    However,  he  was  at  laft  repulfed,  anli 
obliged  to  fend  to  Amer  for  a  reinforcement  of  500  archen.  I 
Upon  the  arrival  of  thefe  fuccours,  the  CAfans  under  Sbtt^  I 
mtr  renewed  the  attack  upon  H$f(nn'%  camp,  and  fo  galled  Yi^ 
cavalry,  or  rather  their  horfes,  with  their  arrows,  that  thcf 
were  obliged  to  dtfinouat,  and  fight  on  foot    Amongft  tU 
reft,  Harrd  being  forced  to  abandon  his  horfe,  by  reafon  of| 
a  wound  he  had  received,  defesded  himfrlf  with  his  fword  fcij 
a  confiderable  time;    Shamir^  binding  his  efforts  hitherto  ioH 
^fiedual,  refolved  to  deftroy  the  barricade;  and  tkei 
commanded  his  men  to  advance,  and  overthrow  the 
that  formed  it.    But  they  met  with  fuch  a  warm  rtt 
from  the  troops  which  ddfended  them,  that,  after  a  vigoi 
adKon,  they  were  again  repuITed,  left  feveral  of  their 
dead  upon  the  ipot^  and  were  obliged  to  betake  themfeivcs  U 

^  MS  jLaud.  num.  r6i.  etMS.  Hunt.  num.  49;.  in  Bibl.Bodij 
Oxon.  Abu  Jaapar  AlTabar.  Al  Makin  &  Grec.  ABii*6i 
Faraj,  abifttp.  D*H erb a u  Bfbliotb.  orient,  ubi  fop.  etinaiai 
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a  precipitate  flight.    Shmtur  Aen  attempted  to  iet  fire  to  Ub^ 
ftiffs  tcnty  but  without  efiefi}  the  AnAs  driYing  his  troops 
before  them,  and  forcing  them  to  abandon  the  camp  they  had 
attacked,  with  confiderable  lofi.    The  battle  now  grew  hot 
in aH  parts;  notwitbftanding  which,  //(0^« performed  his  de- 
votions with  great  fervency,  faying  the  noon-prayers  among^ 
Ae  poor  remains  ot  his  (hatter'd  troops,  to  which  he  added 
that  of  /Wir,  which  as  never  ufed  but  in  cafes  of  the  bft  ex- 
tremity.    The  fight  having  ahreadv  proved  almdl  fatal  to  /£r- 
Jlnn^  notwithftandingthe  incredible  valour  of  the  Arabs^  moft 
of  his  men  having  been  killed,  and  amongfl  the  refl  Haiii^ 
an  officer  of  great  merit  and  diftin^on ;  Sbanur  chai^d  the 
imaD  phalanx  that  fuppcMted  him  with  fuch  fury,  that  he  brpfae 
it,  put  to  the  fword  feveral  of  the  foldiers  that  formed  it,  par- 
ticularly one  that  had  killed  no  le&  than  ten  of  his  men,  as 
aUb  Aliy  the  fbn  of  Hofein^  who  was  firft  wounded  with  a. 
lance,  and  afterwards  cut  to  pieces,  with  unrelenting  barba- 
rity.    Mofl  of  the  refl  were  fbot  by  the  Irakian  archers ;  fo. 
that  Htfnn^  his  little  fbn  AWallah^  and  a  nephew  of  his^ 
that  was  likewiie  a  cMd,  were  almofl  the  only  perfbns  who 
fiurvived  die  common  deftru£tion.     The  lafl  of  theie  had  his 
lumd  cut  off,  and  was  killed,  when  he  was  upon  the  point  of 
embracing  his  uncle  Hofan  i  and  Abttallab  was  firuck  dead 
mth  an  arrow,  whilfl  he  was  in  hi^  father's  lap.    As  for 
ilofein  himfelf,  he  firft  received  a  wound  in  the  head,  which 
filed  his  helmet  with  bkx>d,  and  was  afterwards  fhot  in  the 
mottth  with  an  arrow,  whilft  he  was  quenching  his  thirfK 
However,  he  continued  flill  to  defend  himfelf  like  a  man  ani- 
mated bydefpair^  infomuch  that  none  of  the /r^$i/tfi7J  durfl^ 
Ibr  a  confiderable  time,  attempt  to  give  him  the  fatal  flroke. 
l>}ay,  his  fifleir  Zeinab^  the  daughter  of  Fatema^  turning  to 
Amtr^  aiked  him  whether  he  could  have  the  heart  to  fee  /&• 
y&fif  flain  ?  Upon  which,  the  tears  ran  down  his  beard,  and 
turned  his  face  away  from  her.    But  Shamer^  who  was  of 
more  fierce  and  brutal  difpofition,  curfed  and  upbraided  his 
for  not  approaching  Hofiin ;  whereupon  one  of  them 
'ounded  him  in  the  hand,  another  in  the  neck,  and  a  third 
ft  him  through  with  his  fpear.  In  fine,  he  recerved  thirty- 
contufions,  and  thirty-three  wounds.     After  his  deaths 
l^is  head  was  cut  ofi^,  and  the  Irakians  rode  over  his  dead 
p|M>dy  fo  often,  that  they  trod  it  into  the  very  ground.     Sha^' 
y.pasT^  not  fatisfied  with  his  bloody  intended  to  have  butcher'd 
f  fikewiie  his  youngeft  fon  AUy  afterwards  called  Xein  Alabedin^ 
Ztin  AlaVaddin^  i.  e.  the  ornament  of  the  religious^  who  was 
XI  very  fick,  and  young;  but  was  diverted  by  one  of  his  officers 
^  from  putting  in  execution  fo  cruel  a  defign.  AH  the  riches  and 
f  ^gfoi^  taken  from  Hofein  and  his  famUy,  even  the  womens 
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richcft  cloaths,  were  divided  artiongft  the  KbaHfs  troo^; 
tho^  th^  partictitartnaiiner  iti  Which  this  was  done  has  not 
been  banded  down  to  us  by  any  df  the  M^fletn  aKith'ors.   The 
night  after  the  battle,  Hawlq  carried  Hofein*s  head  tohis  own 
lioufe  \  which  fo  difgufted  his  wife,  that  (he  abandoned  hts 
bed,  and  could  never  afterwards  be  p^rfuaded  to  cohabit  with 
him.     Nay,  the  woman  that  he  took  to  fupply  her  place  that 
night,  was  terrified,  as  we  are  told  by  an  ^rab  writer,  by  ^ 
iuperhatura]  light  afcending  from  Che  fpot  on  which  Hofnn*% 
head  was  depofited  towards  heaven,  and  c0ttaih  white  birds 
fhat  continiiaUy  hoveled  over  it.    The  next  mc^fling,  Haiul^ 
carried  the  hdad  to  Obeiittilhh^  who  ftruck  Hover  the  mouth 
i^ith  his  fttck,  and  treated  it  'with  great  contempt.     This  fo 
offended  Z«V  Ekn  Arkom^  that  he  gave  the  jgovemor  oppro^ 
brious  langii&ge,  for  difcovering  fo  favage  a  difpofitioh  ;  which 
h^d  like  to  have  coil  him  his  head.    Thus  ended  the  battle  of 
Kerbela^  fought  on* the  loth  day  of  the  m6nth  Al  Moharram^ 
in  the  6ift  year  of  the  H^jra^  which  proved  fo  fatal  to  the 
houfe  of  Wjbffmy'zM  fo  firmly  ellablifbed  Tizid  upon  the 
Jitiiifl€m  throne.    The  Arnbs;^  according  to  aii  eaftern  author, 
ihuch  efteemed  by  Mr.  6ckle%  had  72  men  killed  in  theac** 
tion,  17  of -whom  were  dcfccnded  from  PAtema\  and  tW 
troops  of  Irik  88,  beBdes  a  conTiderable  number  wounded;  : 
tho',  if  w^  will  believe  Mu  Jaafar  Al  Tabsri^  not  above 
thirty-eight  of  the  Khalips  mtn  fell  en  the  field  of  battles  ^ 
According  to  the  fame  hiftorian,   Oheid^albh  oriGCtd   thifel 
head  of  litfetn  to  be  carried  through  the  city,  expo(ed  to^ 
public  view,  fixed  for  fome  time,  with  forty  others,  iipod' 
6ne  of  the  gates  of  Cufa^   and  afterwards,  with'  the  wo- 
men, and  his  fon  Ali^  fent  to  Tizid  at  Damafcus.     Ho/Hml^ 
as  fbme  fay,  was  about  fifty- five  or  fifty -fix,  or,  as  othcff]' 
will  have  it,  fifty- eight  or  fifty-nine,  years  old,  at ihe  time  d 
his  death.  The  principal  offiee^  flain  on  the  fide  of  the  Arah^ 
in  thi*  unfortunate  adion,  befides  Hofein^  were  H^Uiy 
ijTailah  Ebn  Mofiem  Ehn  Okail^  Mohammed  and  Awn^  t 
fons  of  Abd^allah'  Ehn  Jaafaf  Ithn  Abu  Tjkb,  Aft  the  elder  1 
of  HofeiM^  HarrD  Ebn  Yizidy  ahd  Mojlem  Ebn  AaJSjah,  So 
authors  relate,  thzt  Ho/ein  was  killed  by  Sendn  Ebn  Am 
and  others  by  Shamer  himfelf.     The  Arab  hiftorians  likew 
difrcr  in  their  opinion  concerning  the  perfon  who  cut  iM  Htt 
ftin's  head  ;  fome  of  them  afcribing  this  barbarous  a£lion  tf  ^ 
Hawla  Ebn  TezJdj  and  others  t6  Najr.     Zeinab,  HdfunTi 
daughter,  went,  after  the  battle,  to  the  citadel,  where  0*«- 
iPailah  h^d  a  conference  with  her,  in  which  he  refleacd,  w 
great  warmth  and  afperity  of  exprcifion,  upon  the  family 
H^ftin ;  which  provoked  Zeinab  to  reproach  him  for  his  cr 
^Ity  ill  fuch  fevefe  terms,  that  he  was  near  ifjuing-  an  ord 
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*  for  ber  execution.    After  examination,  finding  that  Hofibf%  * 

joutigcft  Ton  JH  was  arrived  at  puberty,  he  aifo  threatened 
to  execote  faim  before  her  face ;  but,  being  mollified  by  hel* 
tern,  h^#a^  at  lafl  prevailed  upon  to  fpare  both  of  them^ 
nolwiC&fEandhig  the  high  provocation  he  pretended  to  have  re- 
ceived. We  muft  beg  leave  to  infornt  our  curious  readers  here, 
dbt£fnftffa,  oxJLerhala^  was  the  name  of  a  dif{^ri<9,  or  territory, 
ift  Ba^fhidan^  or  CiaidMrtj  Irak,  famous  for  the  death  and  le* 
jxtlcbre  of  Hefein.     This  difbic^,  or  territory,  lies  a  little  to 
the  weft  of  the  city  called  Kajr  Ebn  Hpheirah,  and  at  a  fmall 
dtHanc^  from  Cufa.    The  Perfiam  flill  retain  the  name  rf 
KirSab  m  their  (ongs-and  elegies,  made  to  commemorate  the 
fiCii  dl*ath  of  HcfeJn ;  from  wnom  the  bulk  of  thofe  feftaries, 
as  has  bcle^  already  obferved,  derive  the  defcent,  or  fuccelGon^ 
rf  their /wi»w  f. 

Tfl£  firft  pmc  OheiJtaUab  went  to  the'  great  mofque  la  Yczid'/ 
CJifa,  aftet  the  defeat  of  Hc/einj  he  made  a  fpeech.to  tht Mavi^ttr 
people,  which  contained  feveral  expreflions  injurious  to  the  fo  tbefa^ 
memory  of  i/tf,  and  highly  refleding  upon  his  family.     Hi  «'^  ^f 
pratfed  Goo  therein  for  difcovering  the  truth,  and  thofe  whoHoiicia- 
weie  tti  poflrflion  of  it ;  as  alfo  for  aflifting  Yezid^  the  em- 
peror of  the  faithful,  and  his  party;  and,  laftly,  for deftroy- 
hg  the  Itax  Hofesn,  the  fon  of  the  liar  Ali^  and  his  adherents. 
This  fo  incenied  the  firicnds  of  the  houfe  of  Ha/hem^  many  of 
whom  were  then  prefent,  who  rofe  up  from  their  feats  with 
p«at  iffdignation,  that  they  couM  fcarcc  forbear  fbewing  their 
eieiitment  in  the  moft  public  and  violent  manner.     One  6f 
ftem  in  partial,  who  in  two  battles  had  loft  his  eyes,  and 
iootinued  Ycr  the  mofi  part  in  the  mofque  from  morning  till 
^ening,  perfoi'miiig  his  devotions,  cried  out,  whilfl  the  go-^ 
Ittnor  was  in- the  midft  of  his  harangue,  0  fon  ^Merjanah  ! 
Ir  for,  tf«?  ibe  fin  of  the  Sar,  you,  your  fatoir^  and  thofi 
hwft  tvhomyou  derivgycur  csmmifjion,  kill  the  fans  of  thetrtr^ 
teff,  and  yet  friend  tofftak  the  words  of  hcne/t  nun.    \Jpcn 
iitch,  Obeid^oBab  ordered  him  to  be  initantly  felzed;  but  he  t 

lay  fbon  refcued  by  thofe  of  his  own  party,  about  700  of 
%»tn  "were  at  that  time  in  town.  However,  he  was  killed  not 
lig  af¥er,  and  hung  upon  a  gibbet,  ereded  for  that  purpofe  at  j 

ball  diflance  from  CUfa ;  which  barbarity  rendered  Obei* 
hOab  extremely  odious  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  place.  Nor 
la  his  Moody  treatment  of  Hojiin  at  all  relifhed  by  the  Khalifa 
bo,  upon  the  arrival^  of  sin  exprefs  difpatched  from  Cilfa,  to 

r  MS.  Laud.  nam.  i6i.  Ism^Abulfed.  ubi  fup.  MS.  Hunt, 
im.  495*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  et  AlMakin,  vbifup.  p, 
L  ;^.  Greg.  AbuVParaj,  ubi  fup.  p.  196, 197.  D^Herbbl. 
piioth.  orient,  obi  fup.  et  in  art.  Kerbi/a.  Ociclev*9  bift.  of  thi^ 
Inc.  vol. !].  p.  105,  ai  1,  &c. 
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bring  him  advice  of  ivhat  had  happened,  and  to  congratulalo 
him  upon  the  fuccels  of  his  arms,  is  reported  to  have  flni 
tears,  and  faid,  ^*  God  curfe  the  fon  of  Somyahy*  meaning; 
Obiiiallah ;  <<  I  (hould  have  been  well  plealed  without  the' 
<<  death  of  Hofein,    Had  he  been  with  me,  I  (hould  have, 
U  pardoned  him.     GoD  loved  Hofein^  but  did  not  fufFerhini 
*^  to  arrive  at  the  dignity  to  which  he  afpired."  Before  young 
yf//,  and  the  women  of  Hofein^^  family,  entered  Pamafcus^ 
.}7ziW  confulted  his  courtiers  about  the  difpofal  of  them.    Onol 
of  thefe  told  the  Khalifa  that  nothing  could  better  fuppoit  h^j 
intereft  than  the  extinction  of  the  line  of  Hofein  i  to  whooT 
Yfzid^  not  approving  of  what  he  propofed,  made  no  aianna 
of  repl^.     Another  of  a  milder  difpofition  delivered  his  fentiT; 
ments  m  the  following  terms  :  '^  O  emperor  of  the  faithfut^j 
*<  treat  them  as  would  the  apofUe  of  God  himfelf,  were  h|i 
.'  f*  to  fee  them  in  this  difconfolate  conditio^/'    This  moveli 

his  companion ;  which  was  farther  excited,  when  he  (aw  thr 
|iead  of  Hofein ;  infomuch  that  he  could  not  forbear  breakiii| 
put  into  this  pathetic  exclamation :  <^  O  Hofein^  had  it  beef 
*^  in  my  power  to  have  faved  thee,  thy  life  (hould  aot  have! 
<*  bepn  taken  away  !"    When  Hofei^%  wives  and  childref 
•were  brought  before  him^  and  he  faw  the  women  appear  i^ 
fuch  meafi  and  fordid  attire,  he  curfed  OheiiaUah  again,  caQf 
ing  him  by  way  of  contempt  the  fon  of  Somyahj  for  fuffi 
'  )iis  troops  to  ftrip  t^em  of  their  moil  valuable  eiFe^s  in 
Ihameful  a  manner.     He  afterwards  entered  into  difcoi 
with  u^//,  the  fon  of  Hofein^  and  his  fifters  FdUma  aqd  Z 
mab^  wherein  fome  warmth  and  afperity  of  expreilion,  not 
ifay  perfonal  reflections,  on  both  (ides  were  ufed  \  tho',  w! 
the  converfation  was  over,  the  J^i&tf///' ordered  them  to  be 
f3u£ted  to  the  hot  bath,  and  fent  them  doaths  fuitable  to 
quality,  as  well  as  all  forts  of  refrefliments,  fo  comfort  th 
after  the  fatigues  they  had.  fuftain^sd.     He  alfo  treated  the  w 
xnen  with  the  utmoft  refped ;  Moawiyal>\  widows  keepi 
them  company  for  the  fpace  of  three  days,  at  his  comm 
and  mourning  with  them  for  Hofein.     He  once  aflced  At 
Hofein's  fon,  a  child^  whom  he  took  with  him,  as  well  as 
brother  AH^  whenever  he  walked  abroad,  whether  he  wt 
fight  his  fon  Khaled?    Amru  anfwered, "  Give  me  one  t 
**  and  him  another.  *    Which  an  enemy  of  the  houfe  of 
Jhem  taking  advantage  of,  f^id  to  Te%i4^  In  order  to  inc 
him  againft  the  child,  **  One  ferpent  naturally  begets 
"  other."     But  this  produced  no  alteration  in  the  Aiw/i 
conduft.    He  continued  to  treat  with  lenity,  not  to  lay  tl 
"i^ernefs,  the  dlftreflcd  family  of  Hofein ;  and  difmiflcd  tl 
\vith  great  politenefs,   after  they  hai  fufficiently  rcfrcl 
^emfelves,  and  were  upon  the  point  of  fetting  out  for 
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Aim*  tlie  place  of  their  deftination.    He  ordered  hb  wives 
aod  diildren  to  take  leave  of  them  in  a  friendly,  manner ; 
conunanded^tftfjmra  Ein  Bajbarto  fumifli  them  with  a  proper 
efcofte,  as  well  as  a  quantity  of  provifions  fufficient  to  en* 
able  them  to  perform  the  journey  they  were  to  undertake- ^ 
and  once  more  afliired  them,  in  the  moft  moving  temu,  that 
be  would  have  faved  lAJiiny  ^^^  it  been  in  his  power,  even 
tho*  this  could  not  have  been  done  without  the  lofs  of  fome 
of  his  owfi  children ;  and  that  be  woyld  endeavour,  by  all 
poffible  means,  to  make  the  place  of  their  refidence  agreeable 
to  thesiB.   The  conrniapder  of  the  efcorte  tb^t  attended  them 
fi>  woo  the  hearts  of  FaUma  and  Ziinab^  by  his  tendernefa 
and  induisence,  that  they  offered  him  all  the  jewels  the  plun** 
derers  had  left  them ;  wnich  he  modeftly  declined  accepting^ 
telling  them,  that,  ^^  had  he  been  influenced  by  any  worldly 
.'<  oonfiderations,  a  leis  reward  would  have  been  Sufficient; 
^  but  that  the  kindnefs  they  had  met  with  from  him  was 
^  ihewn  them  for  God's  fake,  and  on  account  of  their  rela* 
^  tion  to  the  prophet."    Upon  their  arrival  ^t  Medintiy  they 
were  vifited  immediately  by  the  whole  family  of  Hajhem^  who 
came  to  condcJe  with  them  for  the  \ob  of  their  father,  and 
their  unhappy  fat(p.     We  muft  not  forget  to  inform  our.read<<* 
ers,  that,  according  to  Khondfmir^  AU^  furnamed  Zein  Jkbe^ 
#6*«,  or  Zein  jflat' adding  i,  c.jke  ornfimfnt  of  the  religious,  as 
has  been  already  obferved,  at  this  time  .conduced  with  th«    | 
reft  of  the  family  to.  Mjdim>  has  all  along  been  conildeFed 
liy  the  P^rfians  as  the  fourth  lawful  Imam  *.  . 

From  the  preceding. account  of  2^sf!^'s  behaviour  to  ihclFlfiri 
haxdy  of  Uofeinj  extracted  from  fome  ^ra^  writers  of  goodHofeinV 
authority,  it  appears,  highly  improbable,  that  he  ihould  have^^^^*^ 
Wulted  the  head  of  that  Imdm ;  and  not,  without  great  diffi-^^^ /w^^. 
culty,  have  permitted  it  to  be  buried  at  Damafcusy  as  we  iind^*^^^- 
affinrted  by  M.  D'Herielot ;  in  which  article,  as  well  as  many 
others,  he  feems  to  have  been  mifled  by  the  Per/tan  hifiorians. 
The  place  in  which  the  Kbahf  ordered  it  to  be  interred  there 
was  called  ^ab  alfaradisy  the  gardin-gaU\  from  whence  it  was 
removed  firft  to  Afcalony  oxAJkhehn^  in  Pale/Hney  and  afterwards 
to  Cair^  or  AlKahircfhy  by  the  FaUmiu  Khdifs  of  EgypU  Some 
of  ^bokKbaSfs  ereSed  a  monument,  or  moique,  over  it,  which 
went  under  the  nameof  ili/^^i^^  Hosbin,  thi  fepulcbn  of 
HosBiw  th  martyr.    Thefe  Khalifs  were  mailers  of  Syrta 
^nd  Egypt,  from  before  the  year  400  till  after  the  year  660 
of  theMejray  and  preten4ed  that  HofeitC^  head  came  not  in^ 

'  MS.  Laud.  nam.  161.  elMS.  Hunt.  num.  49$.  in  Bibl.BodL 
Pxon.  XifONDE&iiR,  D^Hbrbbl.  fiiblioth.  orient,  in  art.  ^i  ^m 
Hufain^  p.  96,97.  Greg.  Aiu'L-FAfiAjf  ubifup.f.  1^7. 

■         ^  to 


.  tv  Biyft  till  tffter  dit  ^oo^  yetir  of  tha€  itrtf.  Biit  tbdt  ilor^ 
Iras  b«CA  tejdAccLjb}tt  a  f tpiiti^]#  Af^ab  aiulho^,  bjr  the  ifn«iir 
of  th«  lo^untd.  TWe  prid<::«B  deduced  their  origin  AMI  ^i« 
tma^  Che  daugheer  of  Mobommidi  attd  cdftfiiqu^nlly  looked 
upon  themfelved  a8>  defiMnded  froim  y//^}  for  >^ich  feafen  tfaey 
autimedthe  nartie^  ov  rather  Ac  Aifname^  ofFutemiPeSy  as  aa 
appellation  morfe  ittiMTdiately  poiA^kig  ovf  the  liobiiity  of  their 
extrA£)lon%  With  ttgatd  to  tte  body  of  H^fiiny  k  was  in^ 
terr«l  in  the  pfaiA  of  Kitbtk^  ^here  he  Was  (lain  ;  and  ^lir^ 
diTddtmfkj  furhamed'  aNb  ^«  fihr/i?',  ijhe  focond  S^an  of 
the  dynaAy  of  the  Btdyans^  or  DefkiMkSsy  raifed  a  fumpftxnii 
jtonomeiit  opoa  th6  i^t  wha^e  it  was  inhoil>ed,whicll  is  to  thit 

2f  Tifittd  with  ptm^  de^otioi*!'  hf  the  fsrftani.  This  SaM# 
ied  his  magiiificent  edift«e  KunbudFaHi^  Whieh«  in  fftievP#r* 
jlGtiii  language^  figmfie^  fAr  mOgniflcm  d6fn&^  ftut  attain  tiiii* 
it  g«as  amoi^  ^tm  Afdhi  «ndier  t)»c  den^miMnM  of  M^ifih- 
had  Hos£iN,  ih4jfifutibr4  &ftl6sBtif  tti  muftff.  Th«  Kbatif 
Al  At6tmvakkeli  betlig  am  «^feffty  to  <he  hfouft  4^  Aiif  foibai, 
uader  rigoroas  petioiciesv  amy  dT  his  fiibje^  to  pd^m  the 
pilgrimage  to  Hafifi$/s  Cottt^.  Nay^  in  6fd«r  emdttmUy  m 
|Mrevent  tbi^^  he  ifiiiftiy  paled  the  mo%i«rbiiiUopon  thefpot, 
vdierebsd  been  dep^td  the  reitttfiift  of  th^«  Imdm;  smd  not 
coiu!ieat  wiih  drisy  b«ing  rcftdfC'd^  ^  tracer  of  ity  fefo 

atten;ipced  to  d«a«»  a  eaiiad  of  WaCieif  oi^  that  plaee»  ~  Btit  ^e 
watesr,  fey  the  JtMa^^  tfouM)  lftv^|[p)$fo&«h  it,  k<^#ig  ks 
Aiftaiice  out  of  re^ift ;  from  wMktfO  ibaC  tvtacer  received  the 
denomination  of /Mr^  th«(t  is^  dfimift^^d  iSsA  rt^Sfftd-^  a 
naaie  MpWcb  ha»  fmee^pdfled  to-  abtf  l^pulchre  irfeil^  o*  aetount 
of  this  miraeie.  It^^iUkn  call  tflaf  fepakhve  Jf^/Wi^^jfte^ 
^,  il/M^  aodidittjs^ijf,  i.  t^tk^hdlj^fiAlkhe^  andpwfsplat^^  or 
jefmkhr$\  becaufe/lnAf;t,.trh»ili>^^^iigar^  stis  a  malrQ^,  liif. 
'      ferod  deadi  thefe;    MW  did  this^impiduS' attempt  6f\iif^iPftf« 
ti/ddir^.accoidiagtoibmeJ'/fy^tmditie'ns,  go  long  unpuni(h« 
tA\  Mt  foon  ^er  ajppeartiig  to  him-  iff  his  fteep,  and,  after 
faaYiag  reproached  hint'  ivith  th^  ouh-^^  comiyiilted  upon  his 
defirendents,  gave  him  ftven  laihes  with  a  whip  (hat  he  had  in  his 
hand.    The  KbaHf  telling  his  fneiids  the  next  day  what  had 
happened,  one  of  shean  affiired'  him,<  that  the  whip  Ati  had  in 
his'  hand  was  no  ochec  weapon  thair  the  fimtoiis  fword  Dbn'^l^ 
FakoTy  wbkb  belonged  at  firft  U>  Atonia  £br^  Heja^  tfie  Sa^ 
hatttiUy  and  fell  into>  the  liands  of  MohatmiBdiX  the  battle  of 
Bedrj  and,  after  the  prophet's  deatf^  c^it!^  i^to  the  po&iSon 
of  his  fon^in»-bw^i^;  to  which  ho  hkewife  added^  that  this 
dream,  or  vifion,  portended  fome  fignal  misfortune  to  him,  by 
VfiLj  of  punifltmenr,  fbrehehatrtd  h'^bor^the  family  of  that 
Imam,  Which  pradi^ion,  or  prognoftication,  continue  the  fame 
traditipiis,  was  verified  two  days  after,  wl^en  At  M^tawe^Ud 
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ma  ai&ffinated  by  Tome  of  his  fervanb,  that  were  7<rl^,  at 
Ae  iitflieation  of  his  fon  AlMontafeVy  who,  aftei'his  death, 
moontar  the  MoJIetn  throne.  We  are  told  by  an  atrdiof  ex-  * 
tremdy  well  acquainted  with  the  oriental  hiftorians,  that  the 
fejpfdthre  of  Hofein  ftood  not  very  far  from  that  of  his  father 
m;  tho%  according  to  an  Arab  writer  of  confidcrable  credit^ 
one  Nam  was  angry  with  any  one  who  would  pretend  to 
poiiit  out  the  place  where  the  former  of  thofe  Imdm  fey  in- 
terred ^  • 

'  The  death  of  Hdfein  did  not  remain  long  unreverigerfj  fe-  HofeinV 
tcni  perfons  appearing  in  this  and  the  following  reigns,  Who*^«^^ 
demanded  the  blood  of  HojVm  j  that  is,  in  the  language  6f  ttit^fi^- 
JibJUmSj  infifted  upon  vengeance  being  taken  of  &e  mur- '*'*''^'»' 
dercrs  of  that  Imam.     Jl  Mokhtar^  one  of  the  chiefe  of  that^^*''* 
feftion,  in  particular,   boafted  that  he  had  deftroyed  lieap 
50,000  of  the  enemies  of  the  houfe  of  Alt,  without  reckon- 
ing thofe  who  were  flain  in  the  battles  which  he  fought.  The 
Iwo  ^tles  generally  given  by  the  Perjiam  to  Hofein  are  Shahid^ 
the  martyr^  and  heid^   the  lord.     By  the  words  Jl  Seiddn^ 
^  tm  Icrdsy  without  any  addition,  they  always  underSand 
Ae  two  eldefl  fons  of  jfti^  Hafan  and  Hojetn.    According  ta 
Ein  Shobnah.  the  latter  of  thofe  Imams  made  before  Gob 
•trerjr  'twenty-four  hours  a  thoufand  adorations,  or  pronra- 
tSra\  and,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  had  performed  25 
pifgrimages  to  Mecca  on  foot ;  whereas  one  of  them  would  ^ 

Biave  been  fufficient  to  have  procured  falvatbn  for  a  piouf 
JHoJUm,    We  are  told  by  Abu*t-Fara}^  that  there  fell  no  left 
than  three  of  his  own  fons»  and  fcvcn  of  theft  of  /ft",  with  . 
Hiffeiny  when  he  was  killed  in  the  battle  fought  on  the  pTaia 
€X  Kerbela^. 

Ybzpi,  in  a  treatile'  concerning  divine  love^  relates,  Utiij^AHmmh 
Hejpn  having  one  day  afked  his  father *y/// if  he  \oHf.  ICm^abU  ft^bg 
anrf'reccivcd  toi*  anfwer,  that  he  loved  him  tenderly  ^  he  thehe/^Ho- 
lleAianded  of  his  father  if  he  loved  God.?  to  which  he  aIl(of«n» 
^niwered  in  the  affirmative.    Upon  which,  Hofein  faid  t^ 
IdiDy  •*  Two  loves  can  never  meet  in  the  fame  heart.**    At 
^ib  words^  AK  was  fo  moved,  that  he  could  aot  fprbear 

«   D^Hbrbbi.  Biblioth.  oriertt.  in  art.  Ihmffatin^  p.  46^.  etr  k 

S,  tAeiwuakktl,  p.  640^  641.  IsM.  Abulfeo.  in  hift.  uiriV.  MH 
Dtingt.  Bmii.49«.  obi  fop.  Ism.  Abu t fed.  de  vit.  Mobamaiedl 
c.lxx.p«i53.  AlJahrab.-  Gacn.  la  viedeMahom.  torn.  iLc* 
Tiii,  p.  35$.  Abu  J^afab  Al  Taqar.  ec  Aii  Makin^iq  hifi.  S«r 
rac.  lib.  ii.  c.  xi.  p.  i5i»  152,  153.  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  in  hifl. 
djjnaft.  p.  :^6i»  262.  Ocklby,  obi  fup.  p.  231 ,222,  22$.  SieralfQ 
£1  L£*s  inap.  of  Arabia,  prefixed  to  his  preliminary  difcourfe. 
1  *  D*Herbcl.  Biblioch.  orient,  in  ^Tt.HouJain,  p.  463.  Eb^ 
Shobnah.  Gb£g.  AbuVFaraj.  ubifup.  p.  iq6. 
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Jbedding  tears;  when  Ho/ein^  touched  with  the  impccffioo 
his  words  had  made,  in  order  to  comfort  his  father, 
afked  hicn^  ^<  Whether  he  (hould  confider  the  fin  of  iofid 
V  or  his  death,  as  the  greater  evil?'*   AU  replied,  "  \w 
^  rather  deliver  you  up  to  death  than  abandon  my  faith.'* 
^<  By  this  mark  then,"  faid  Hoftin^  <<  'tis  apparent  that  the 
^<  love  you  have  for  me  is  only  a  natural  teiiderneis  $  and  that 
«  you  bear  towards  God  a  true  love/'    Many  other  fayines, 
attributed  to  Hofein^  have  been  preferved  by  the PerJiam^yA» 
hold  bis  memory  in  the  higheft  veneration,  and  confider  him 
as  the  great  progenitor  of  their  Imams.    Hence  it  comes  la 
pais,  that  the  day  of  his  death,  the  loth  of  the  month  MM$: 
barram^  in  the  year  of  the  Htjra  6i,  is  fo  celebrated  amongft 
them,  that  they  have  all  along,  from  that  very  year  to  this, 
day,  called  it  Taum  Hofeiriy  Ruz  Hoftin^  the  day  ef  Hofeiot 
Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  but  the  anniverfary  weeping  and 
extravagant  lamentation  on  this  day,  ftill  kept  up  by  the  Pit* 
Jlans^  principally  contribute  to  the  fub&ftence  of  the  averfioa 
bore  by  that  nation  to  the  other  M$Jlems^  who  entertain  dif- 
ferent fentiments  of  thi»  great  Imam.     The  fupeffliitious  ob^ 
fervance  of  this  day,  and  the  many  ridiculous  fi^iions  ftvxiA 
by  the  Shiites  concerning  Hofeifij  have  been  fufEcientiy  ex* 
pofed  by  gn  Jrab  author,  cited  ofteh  in  this  work;  to  wbonii 
for  farther  fatisfadion  on  this  head,  we  muft  beg  leave  to  le* 
fer  our  curious  and  inquifitive  readers  ^. 
TikMof*      IThe  fame  year,  T^zid  appointed  Safim  Ehn  Ziyadto  pRt 
Jems  )R«i^fide  avcvSeji/ian  znd  Kborajan^  when  he  came  embaflador  (o 
tbmftl*vu  him.    Salem  was  then  but  twenty-four  years  of  age,  tbo'  he 
md^ers  of  was  in  all  refpeds  qualified  for  the  honourable  poft  affigotd 
ihtking"   liim.    Soon  after  he  had  entered  upon  his~ government,  hf; 
^f"  rf      aflbmbled  a  body  of  troops,  in  order  to  make  an  irruption  in* 
Ikhowa-    jQ  ^g  Turkijh  territories.  He  took  his  wife  along  widi  hi(iiio 
l^*'*''       this  expedition,  who  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  fon  in  the  %i 
of  Samarkand^  or  the  circumjacent  villages  and  plains  in  ^  ^ 
neighbourhood  of  that  ci^.    This  child,  from  the  place  of* 
his  nativity,  was  furnamed  Al  S^gdiy  or  the  Sofdian.    Ss- 
lenfs  wife,  at  this  jundure,  borrowed  fome  jewels  of  the 
prince  of  ^^^i's  lad^  which  ihe  carried  off  with  her,  upon, 
(he  return  of  the  Arah  into  their  own  dominions.    In  the 
IQi^m  time,  ^tf/rm  fent  a  ftrong detachment,  under  thecoma 
mand  of  MobalUb^  to  Kbawara%my  the  principal  city  of  tfal 
Turks^  or  TartarSy  in  thofe  parts,  which  exaded  an  immenft 
(iim  of  the  inhabitants,  amounting  to  50,000,000  pieca  rf 

*  Ybsidi,  in  refalat  ii  biyini'l  mehabbat.  D-Herbbl..  qU 
fup.  MS.  Huntingc.  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  OJ(o^.  num.  495.  nbi  fafh 
pCKUY^  ubifup.  p.  226—231. 
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tmty ;  part  of  which  he  referved  for  his  own  ufe,  and  tent 
die.  reft  to  TeziJ.  Then  he  advanced  to  Samarkand,  forced 
the  citizens  to  pay  him  likewife  a  vaft  fuih  of  money,  and 
afott'waids  retired  with  little  lois  into  the  provinces  he  go^ 
vemed.  The  city  of  Kbtnvarazm,  in  the  time  of  the  Khaltf 
Ttuiy  was  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  the  fame  name,  the 
Cbsrrfnda  of  Ptdemy  and  Herodotus j  and  the  fame  with  that 
afterwards  called  Kbarizme,  Korkang^  Orkang^  and  at  pre- 
ftot  XJrgins,    It  was  fitoated  in  a  weftem  dire£Hon  from  the  % 

2ibtiHj  the  OxMs  of  the  antients;  or,  as  the  (ituation  of 
Vgens  has  been  more  accurately  determined  by  the  modem 
geographers,  in  a  great  plain  to  the  north  of  the  river  Jm^ 
in  lat.  29^  5^'»  twenty-five  German  leagues  from  the  eaftem 
BuMres  oif  the  Ca/pian  fea.  The  trzSt  called  S$gdy  or  the  Sogd 
^Sanutrkandj  went  under  the  name  of  Sogdiana  in  the  days 
of  Pteiemj  and  Ammianus  MarcelKnuSj  and  of  Sugdias  in  thofe 
of  THonjfius  Afer.  The  natives  were  denominated  S^gdiani 
and  S^diiy  in  die  Roman  times,  as  appears  from  Ptolemy  and 
Strah.  The  MoJkmSy  under  the  condu£l  of  MohalUb,  did 
not  only  acquire  an  immenfe  quantity  of  plunder  in  this  expe-i- 
dition,  but  likewife  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  kingdom 
in  Ktewifra%m  '• 

Abo'allah  Ebn  Zobbir,  after  the  death  cfHofein,  find*  AbdyiaK 
ing  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  partifans  of  the  houfe  oJF  Ha-  E-ba  Zo- 
jbemj  who  were  gready  opprefled  by  Tezid,  began  to  enter- heir  ^r*- 
taia  thoughts  in  earncft  <rf  afpiring  to  the  Khalifat.    As  he  ^f '^Z- 
had,  therefore,  never  recognized  Tezid^s  authority,  he  '^^''^^i^- 
declared  publickly  againft  him,  and  depofed  him  in  a  formal  ^*^*^' 
jBsanner  at  Medina ;  being  fupported  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
tMty,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Mecca ;  who,  foon  after  the  arrival 
X>f  HofetfCz  family  at  Medina,  proclaimed  him  Khalif,    After 
I  lus  inauguration,  in  order  to  render  himfelf  more  popular 
[  ^amongft  them,  he  aggravated  all  the  circumftances  of  fft« 
.j/Enr^s  death  to  the  laft  degree,  and  reprefented  the  Ci^izr, 
:  %ho  had  firft  invited  Hofein  to  their  city,  and  afterwards  de- 
^^'ferted  him,  as  the  moft  faithleis  and  peifidious  villains  upon 

«  MS.  Laud.  nuA.  i6i.  infiibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.  ubi  fap.  Golxi 
Wt.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  120,  121,  et  alib.     Ptol.  geogr.  lib.  vi.  <u 

\  jau  p.  160.  edit.  Bert.  Herodot.  lib.  ill.  cxciii.  p.  200.  Load. 

"  ^679.    Strab^  lib.  xi.  Arrian.  lib.  iv.  c.  15.    Curt.  lib.  vii.  c. 

',lv.  ct  lib.  viii.  c.  i»   Dzonts.  pcricg.  v.  746,  747.  Athen.  deip- 

[ -jnofoph.  lib.  ii.  fub  fin.    Ammian.  Marcellin.  lib.  xxiii.  c.  26. 

t '^MN.  lib.  vi.  c.  16.  Ch R I sTO PH.  Cellar,  geogr.  antiq.  lib.  iiil 
e.xxi.  p.  ^32 — 855.  Lipfis,  1706.  An  account  of  the  prefcnt  illate 
■«f  the  Northern  Asia,  par.  i.  c.  ii.  p.  4.20,  438^440.  L^nd. 

^^1729.  Vide  etiam  Ijm.  Abulfed.  in  tab,  Uiveu  Beigh,  intabL 

earth. 


11%  Tbi  H0ary  cf  Oe  AxshC  B.I; 

day's  jtarney  finom  the  Oxtu.  Ic  was  fiinounded  with  ddi- 
cioiu  gardens,  fiatelj  towers,  magnificent  palaces,  or  rather 
fplendid  country-feats,  pleafiuit  villages,  and  fine  verdint 
iields ;  sdl  which  were  invironed  by  a  wall  of  twelve  parafanp' 
in  extent,  in  the  days  of  Jbulfeda.  We  are  told  by  Yikk^ 
that  the  Arabs  pailed  the  Jibtiny  the  JnUiy  or  the  Oxut,  over- 
threw the  BukbdrioH  forces  affimbled  by  KbatAij  and  pof« 
iefiied  themfelves  of  Bukhara^  in  die  KbaUfat  of  Moaunyd^ 
about  the  55th  year  of  the  Hejra.  But  die  heft  and  moft 
antient  Arab  hiftorians  fix  this  expedition,  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  with  greater  accuracy  and  precifion,  in  the  6itt 
year  of  diat  aera  ^« 
Gnmi  Walid  £bn  Otbah  h^d  no  footer  entered  upon  thego* 

€9mm9'  vernment  of  Mecca  than  he  benn  to  exert  his  .authori^,  bj 
iUfis  at  ixnpriToning  300  of  his  predccm^r  Amru^n  dq>endents.  How- 
Medina,  ever,  Amru  found  means  fixm  to  releafe  them;  which  having 
done,  he  undertook  a  journey  to  Damafcus^  was  introducsod 
to  the  Kbalif^erty  and  met  with  a  gracious  reception  bom 
him.  But  notwithftanding  this,  Y>2f  J  rebuked  him  for  being 
remifs  in  the  execution  of  his  commands,  and  for  not  beine 
a^ve  enough  in  extinguifliing  the  rebellion  of  Abd^allabfad 
his  adherents.  Amruj  being  a  man  of  ereat  addrefi  and  pe- 
netration, eafily  juftified  his  conduit,  and  that  to  much  to  die 
KhaUf*%  fatisfadion,  that  he  told  him  he  was  an  honefier  una 
than  thofe  who  had  taken  fuch  pains  to  mifreprefent  him; 
and  that  he  ihould,  for  the  future,  lepofe  an  intire  confidence  ia 
him.  About  this  time,  one  Najdah^  a  powerful  Arab  of  TmA' 
puij  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops  he  had  aflembM 
9ffi\n&Timdy  and  difcovered  a  flrong  difpo&tion  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  Ablallah  Ebn  Zobeir.  In  the  mem 
time,  the  new  eovemor  Walid  made  ufe  of  all  his  fkill  to  ciH 
cum  vent  Abet  Slab  i  but  without  ^tSu  that  general  haa% 
;d ways  upon  his  guard.  This  conduit,  however,  giving  greit 
diiguft,  as  well  as  terrible  apprehenfions,  to  AbiaUaby  he  ibl 
a  ktter  to  Ymdy  informing  him  therein,  that  Walid  was  m« 
.  (ally  unfit  for  the  pofl  he  had  honoured  him  with ;  and 
if  he  would  fend  to  Medina  a  perfon  of  a  more  tradable 
pofition,  all  differences  between  them  might  eafily  be 
pofed.  Ye%idy  defirous  of  peace  upon  any  terms,  indifc 
difmifled  Walid,  a  man  of  an  uafhaken  fidelity  to  him, 
the  infligadon  of  his  mortal  enemy,  and  fent  Othman  EbnMh, 

y  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  ubifup.  Abu  Jaafar  AtTaBAa. 
Al  Makin,  obi  fup.  p.  52,  53.   Golii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  i 
"178,170,  188, 189.  Said  Ebn  Ali  Al  Jurjiani,  infuac" 
defcript.    Ism.  Abulfed.  in  gcograph.  Yakut.    See  an  a 
of  the  prcfent  (late  of  the  Northirh  AsiA>  por.i.  c.  iia»  p  , 
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hfimmtd  Ehn  Aku  Spjian^  a  man  by  no  me^ns  qtialifiec)  fpr 
fi>  uifportant  a  truft,  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of 
Medina  in  his  room^     Soon  after  this  eVent,  Tome  emjbafla* 
oors,  or  rather  deputies,  were  fent  from  that  city  to  pamaf- 
cm,   where  they  waited  upon  Texidy  who  received  them 
luodly,  and  made  them  confiderable  prefents  i  but  his  con- 
?triauoo  g^ye  them  fuch  offence^  that,  upon  their  return  to 
fdiifiBay  tbey  infiamed  the  people  there  greatly  9gainil  him'. 
They  reprefented  him  as  a  man  wholly  addicted  to  wine,  (ing- 
iog  gjLrls,  and  dogs,  and  void  of  all  religion ;  for  which  rea* 
fon  they  pubjickly  renounced  their  aljegiance  to  him,  and  wertt 
joined  herein  by  many  of  their  fellow- citizens,  who  came  tp 
a  reiblution  to  depofe  him  in  a  formal  manner.     Al  Mondar^ 
one  of  the  embafladors,  inftead  of  returning  home,  went  to 
pafra^  where  he  was  courteoufly  entertained  by  Obeid^allah^ 
wno  had  formerly  been  acquainted  with  him.     Yezid  being 
^prised  of  this,  and  of  the  feditious  proceedings  o£  the  em- 
bafladors at  Medina  J  wrote  to  Obeidallah  to  put  him  under 
Afceft  till  farther  orders.     But  Obeidqllah,  considering  a  com- 
pliance with  the  Kbalifs  commands  in  this  point  as  a  viola* 
fioD  of  the  laws  of  hpfpiuHty,  enabled  M  Mondar  to  make 
liis  efcape  ;  who,  upon  his  arrival  at  Medina^  confirmed  what 
ifae  other  deputies  had  related  oi  Yezid  \  to  which  he  likewife 
added,  that  his  almoft  total  ncgledl  of  prayers  had  rendered 
him  infamous  in  the  fight^of  all  who  had  any  regard  ibr  the 
JHoJkm  faith  ;  and  that  he  would  not  be  bribed  by  the  hun- 
dred dinars  given  him  by|^e  Khalif  for  that  purpofe  to  con- 
CCsU  the  truth.   This  coming  to  Te%id*s  ears^  he  threatened  jft 
Mondar  with  his  refentment,  and  dlfpatched  MNooman  Ebri 
j^JhlrXo  Medina^  to  bring  the  people  there  back  to  a  fenfe  of 
I  ibeir  duty.     This  he  endeavoured  to  do,  by  pointing  out  to 
i ^|em  the  efiufion  of  Mojlem  blood,  that  muft  be  the  natural 
F  Confaquence  of  their  perufting  in  fuch  a  rebellion  ;  but  with- 

{ttteijed.     The.troubles  mentioned  here  commenced  in  the 
ad  year  of  the  HejrOy  or  of  Christ  68 i  j  in  which  alfo 
,^Bd  Mtfeilama  Ebn  Mokhalkd^  of  Mtdtnu^  the  governor  of 
/.'     He  was  fucceeded  in  that  poft  by  Sa^id  Ebn  Yezid  M 
who  continued  in  it  till  the  death  of  Yezid,     The  tribe 
4^4^  ^o  which  &aHd  belonged,  which  was  very  famous 
ngft  the  i/ra^r,  produced  fe vera!  illuftrious  men;'who  af- 
ed  the  furname  of  AlAzdi^  or  the  Azdite ;  amongft  whont 
Abu  Beer  Mohammed  Ehn  Wafa  and  Abu  Ijhak  Ifmaet^ 
o  celebrated  Mojlem  dolors.     The  firft  of  thefe,  who  died  • 

the  127th  year  of  the  Hejra^  was  one  of  the  m^aft  learoed 
the  Tabein,  or  Tabeites;  lthat  is  to  f^y,  tht  follower 5 ^  or 
enlsy  jvho  were  the  fucceflbrs  of  the  Companions  } 
the  latter  was  a  native  of  Bafra^  who  vyrQte  a  piece  much 
Mob.  Hist.  Vol.  Ih  H  efteemed 
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efteemed  by  thofe  of  his  religion,  intituled,  yfhiam  Al  Korin^ 
1.  c.  the  laws  and  Jiatutes  of  the  Kor^n.  He  departed  tbis 
life,  in  what  place  is  uncertain,  about  the  282d  year  of  tbe 
Hejra  *. 
7be  inha-  The  people  oi  Medina  having  renounced  all  allegiance  to 
hitants  of  JTezid^  and  being  highly  incenfed  againft  him,  appointed  Jb^ 
Medina  j^allab  Ebn  Moti  to  prefide  over  the  Kcretjhy  and  AbJtidkb 
i^^^f.  Ebn  Hantelah  over  the  Anfars.  The  latter  of  thefe  was  a  pcr- 
czid,  |-^^  Q^  great  diftindion,  and  adorned  with  many  excellent  en- 
dowments. He  was  one  of  the  embafladors  fcnt  lately  to  Dc- 
mafcusy  and  took  his  eight  Tons  along  with  him.  Tevdd  having 
been  before  apprized,  that  he  was  very  religious  and  devout, 
and  for  that  reafon  extremely  popular  amongft  his  fellow- 
citizens,  took  care  toTcarefs  him  more  than  anvof  the  other 
deputies  that  attended  him.  He  made  him  a  prefent  of  100,000 
dinar Sy  and  every  one  of  his  fons  10,000,  befides  a  proper 
number  of  veils  fuitable  to  the  quality  of  the  perfons  for  whom 
they  were  defigned.  In  the  beginning  of  the  63d  year  of  the 
Hejra^  the  At'abi  of  Medina  put  their  menaces  againft  YeTxi 
in  execution.  After  they  had  alTembled  ^bout  the  pulpit  in 
the  mofque  there,  one  or  them  faid,  /  lay  afide  Yezid  as  Id$ 
this  turhant ;  and  then  threw  his  turbant  upon  the  ground. 
Another  faid,  /  put  away  Yezid  as  I  do  this  /hoe ;  cafiing 
away  the  (hoe  at  the  fame  time  from  him.  Thefe  examples 
being  followed  by  others,  there  was  a  large  heap  of  (hoes  and 
turbants  almoft  inftantly  formed  uaon  the  fpot.  Then  they 
difmifTed  Othman^  Tezid's  lieutena^  and  banifhed  from  Me^ 
dina  the  houfe  of  Ommiyahj  together  with  all  their  friends  and 
dependents.  Thefe,  to  the  number  of  about  ^^  thoufand,  took 
refuge  in  Merwan  Ebn  Al  HakenCs  houfe,  where  they  were 
fo  clofely  befieged  by  the  Hajhcmite  fa£lion,  that  thev  found 
themfelves  obliged  to  fend  toTezid  for  immediate  afliftance; 
intimating  in  the  letter  they  wrote  to  him,  that,  unleis  they 
received  fpeedy  relief,  they  muft  all  inevitably  perifh.  Teztd* 
wondered  that  fo  confiderable  a  number  of  men  (hould  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  confined,  without  making  the  leaft  refift- 
ance ;  and  aflced  Amru  Ebn  Sa'id^  the  former  governor  of 
Mecca^  whom  he  had  lately  recalled  from  thence,  whether  he  •' 
would  march  with  a  body  of  troops  to  Medina^  in  order  to 
chaftize  the  rebels  there  ?  But  Amru  declining  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  offered  him,  the  Khaltf^wx.  MefUm  Ebn 
Okboy  tho'  very  antient  and  infirm,  at  the  head  of  the  troops 

« 

«  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  &  MS  Hunt.  num.  495.  inBibl.Bodl. 
Oxen,  ubifup.  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar  ec  Al  Makin.  ahifup. 
p.  ^5.  D^Herbel.  Biblioth*  orient,  p.  154.  Gagn.  la  vie  de  Ma^ 
iiom.  toin.ii.  c.  v.  p.  340. 
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that  were  to  undertake  the  intended  expedition.  However^ 
the  conduct  of  the  friends  of  the  houTe  of  Ommiyab^  who  had  , 
fufiered  themfelves  to  be  cooped  up  in  fo  ignominious  a  man- 
ner, irritated  AfeJJeih  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  pronounced 
them  both  cowards  and  traitors  to  their  prince,  and  declared 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  delivered  before  they  had  at  leaft 
made  one  effort  to  extricate  themfelves  out  of  the  difficulties 
in  which  their  pufiJlanimity  had  chiefly  contributed  to  involve 
them.  But  Tjezid*s  command  being  peremptory,  he.  was 
obliged  to  fubmit.  The  Khali f  ordered  him  to  fpare  Jii,  the 
fon  of  Hafelriy  and  his  family^  as  they  had  had  no  hand  at  all 
in  the  prefent  commotions.  He  alfo  ordered  him  to  (ummon 
the  city  of  Medina^  upon  his  arrival  before  it,  three  days  fuc- 
ceiSvely  -,  and  if,  after  fuch  fummons,  the  citizens  ref ufed  to 
furrender  the  town,  to  take  it  by  ilorm,  and  give  it  up  to  the 
IbMiers  to  be  plundered  for  three  whole  days.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Medina^  being  apprised  of  the  impending  ilorm,  per- 
mitted all  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  Ommyah^  together 
with  their  friends  and  adherents,  to  retire  quietly  out  of  the 
city;  tho%  before  their  departure,  they  extorted  from  them  a 
piomife  never  to  appear  in  arms,  or  commit  any  faoftilities^ 
i^inft  the  dominant  fafiion  ^. 

Meslem  £bn  Okba  Al  Mar  si,  having  received  his  in*-  Mefleili  . 
Ibiidions  from  the  Khalifa  begun  his  march  for  Medina  with^^i^i  M<$4 
5000  foot  and  12,000  horfc;  and,  upon  his  arrival  before  the^io^  h 
town,  the  citizens  having  refufed  to  furrender,  made  the  nt-fi^^^*  ^"A 
ceflary  preparations  for  a  general  aflault.'    He  propofed  to  at-^"'*^'''- 
tack  the  place  on  the  eaft  fide,  that  the  troops  which  defended ''* 
it,  and  had  furro\inded  it  with  a  ditch  for  their  fecurity,  might 
have  the  fun  in  their  faces  ;  and  this  proved  of  fignal  fervice 
to  him.     However,  the  garifon^  for  a  confiderable  time,  made 
a  vigorous  defence;  infomuch  that  Mejlem  advanced  very 
flowly  in  the  fiege.     But  at  laft  mofl  of  the  Jnfdrs  and  the 
principal  officers  being  killed,  the  Arabs  within  the  town  of- 
fered to  capitulate.     Mejlem  refufed  to  grant  them  an v  terms^ 
and.infifted  upon  their  furrcndering  at  difcretion.     But  this 
laft  fummons  not  being  complied  with,  the  Alojlem  general^ 
after  a  faint  oppoiition,  entered  the  place ;  fent  JU^  whom 
he  treated  with  great  refpeft,  in  purfuance  of  the  orders  he  had 
received,  home  upon  his  own  camel*;  put  all  the  men  he  met 
with  to  the  fword ;  and,  tho'  the  prophet  was  buried  there, 
permitted  the  Syrian  forces  to  get  a  thoufand  women  with 
child,  and  to  pillage  the,  city  for  three  days  together,  without 

»  MS.  Laud.  hum.  161.  ct  MS.  Huntingt.  nam.  495.  ubi  Tup. 
Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  et  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p,  53,  54. 
l>*H£iiB£L.  Biblioth.  orient,  in  arc.  Jezidy  p.  486. 
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intcrmiffion.  Thofe  that  cfcaped  the  fword,  he  obliged  to 
town  thcmfelves  flaves  and  vaflals  to  Te%id\  for  which  extreme 
feverity  the  Arabs  furnamed  him  Al  Mufrif^  i,  e.  extravagm^ 
exorbitant  I  becaufe  his  orders  did  not  extend  to  authorize  the 
enormities  he  had  committed.  Medina  was  taken  in  the 
night,,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  month  Dhu'lhajja^  in  the  year 
of  the  Hejra  63,  or  of  our  Lord  682.  The  Mojlems  con- 
fidered  Ebn  Okba  ever  sifter  as  an  impious  perfon,  for  his  bar- 
barity to  the  citizens  of  Medina^  efpecially  as  the  prophet  him- 
ifelf  )\i.A  denounced  a  fort  of  curfe  againft  him,  which  was 
couched  in  the  following  terms :  '*  If  any'man  fhall  hereafter 
"  fack  or  plunder  my  city,  the  wr&th  of  God  fhallmoftcer- 
**  tainly  remain  upon  him  ^." 
Yczid  After  the  reduiftion  of  Medina^  Mejkm  marched  with 

dies,  his  army  towards  Mecca^  in  order  to  chaftize  the  infolence  of 

Ab£aUah  Ebn  Zobeir^  who  then  refided  in  that  place  ;  but  he 
died  on  his  march,  in  the  month  of  yfl  Moharramy  the  follow- 
ing year.  Upon  his  death,  Hofiin  Ebn  Thamir  Al  Seiwi  todc 
upon  Him  the  command  of  the  army,  and  advanced  to  Mecca^ 
which  he  befiegcd  for  the  fpace  of  forty  days  ;  during  wbidi 
term,  he  battered  the  town,  by  the  affiftance  of  his  military  en- 
gines, with  fo  much  fury,  that  he  beat  down  a  great  part  of  the 
famous  temple  there,  and  burnt  the  reft.  Nor  had  the  city  it- 
felf  efcaped  the  fame  fate,  had  not  the  news  of  Tezid'^  death  re* 
called  Hofein  into  Syria ^  and  forced  him  to  abandon  the  frcge^ 
7heSy-^  Abd'allah  Ebn  Zobeir  had  before  been  informed  of 
tian/c^rffithe  Khalifs  deceafe,  and  even  apprized  the  Syrian  troops  of 
return  ♦  it  from  the  walls  ;  afking  them,  at  the  fam«  time,  for  whtmi 
ifo.rse.  » they  fought,  as  Tezid  was  molft  certainly  dead  ?  Howtvtr, 
they  would  not  believe  him ;  but  continued  the  fiege  with 
great  vigour,  till  they  received  farther  information.  As  foon  ! 
51s  this  news  was  confirmed,  Hofein  told  Abd'allah^  that,  as  a 
farther  clFufion  of  Mojlcm  blood  was  altogether  unneceffary, 
he  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him ;  and  aiTured 
him,  that  all  the  forces  under-  his  command,  amongft  whidi 
were  all  the  principal  men  of  Syria^  fhould  be  lat  his  devo- 
tion'. 'B\xtAbd*allahy  at  this  junftu'r^,  durft  not  truft  him  ;  and 
therefore  refufed  the  overture  made  him ;  tho*  afterwards,whett 
too  late,  he  repented  of  this  conduft.  During  the  conference 
between  them,  Hofein  turned  his  horfe  afide,  -in  order  to 
avoid  killing  fome  of  the  temple  pigeons,  thai  were  pecking 

^  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  et  MS.  Huntingt.  num.  495.  ubi  fop. 
Ism.  Abulfed.  in' hid.  univ.  Abu  Jaafar  AlTadar.  AlMa- 
KiN,  et  D*Herb£l.  ubifup.  '^  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  ubi 
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foipetking  on  the  ground  at  a  fniall  diftance  from  him ;  vvViq}^ 
being  obferved  by  Ahd*aliah^  he  could  not  forbear  aiking  him, 
"  Ifow  he  could  fcruple  deftroying  any  of  thofc  birds,  ^nd 
*^  yet  not  be  afraid  of  fpiUing  the  blood  of  fo  many  AJof- 
"  Urns  F*  Hofiin  replied,  that "  he  would  never  for  the  fu- 
^  turc  fight  againft  him."  After  which,  he  dcfired  leave  to  * 
go  in  proceflion  round  the  Caaba ;  which  was  immediately 
mnted.  S6me  pretend,  that  the  temple  was  not  fet  on  fir^ 
By  the  engines  employed  by  the  Syriai^  army  in  t|;ie  fiege ; 
but  by  a  little  fire  accidentally  wafted  by  the  wind  from  the 
top  of  Hofiirfs  fpear,  the  fparks  of  which  were  communi- 
cated from  rhence  %o  the  hangings  and  wood-work  of  that 
edifice.  We  muft  not  forget  to  remark,  that  the  houfe  of 
Ommiyah  attended  Hofein  into  Syria ;  and  that  TeTud^  before 
his  deceafe,  having  received  advice  of  the  death  of  Mejlem^ 
confiroAed  Hofein  Ebn  Thamir  MSelwi  in  the  command  of  the 
M9fUm  forces  before  Mecca.  The  engines  made  ufe  of  by 
Hyein  in  the  fiege  of  that  place  were  a  fpecies  of  the  cata- 
pult, or  catapulta,  a  military  machine  generally  employed  on 
fuch  occafions  by  the  antients,  as  we  learn  from  Abu  jaafar 
JITabari^. 

Yezid  died  zt  H(iy^ariny  in  the  territory  of //if^rxj,  vnDt/crip^ 
the  beginning  of  the  former  Rabi^  and  the  64th  year  of  the  Hon  tf 
Hejroy  or  of  Christ  684.    He  died  in  the  39th  vear  of  his  YcaidV 
age,  after  he  had  reigned  about  three  years  and  fix  or  eightMy^«« 
months.     As  to  his  perfon,  he  was  either  of  a  ruddy,  accord-  ^^^  ^^' 
ing  to  ^^bulfeda,  or,  as  Abu  Jaafar  will  have  it,  of  a  fwarihy '^^''*^'''» 
complejcion.     He  was  a  tall  thin  man,  had  a  handfome  beard 
tinged  with  Al  Hennay  curled  hair,  black  eyes,  leprous  fin- 
gere,  and  a  face  pitted  with  the  fmall-pox.     His  under- lip 
vas  inverted,  when  he  laughed.     He  left  behind  him  feveral 
children  of  both  fexes.     His  ton  Khaled  is  reported  to  hav|p 
been  (killed  in  the  art  of  alchemy,  and  his  fon  Abd'ailab  to 
have  been  the  moft  ex.i£l  archer  or  all  the  Arabs  of  his  timer 
His  mother's  name  was  Meifun^  the  da^ighter  of  Tabdak^  of 
the  tribe  of  Calb,     She  had  an  excellent  genius  for  poetry ; 
gnd>  at  Modwiyah\  commaiid,  tpok  her  (on  Yizid  with  her 
into  the  defart  amongfl  her  own  relations  there,  in  order  to  in- 
ipire  him  with  poetic  feruiments.    Kor  was  this  education  al- 
together thrown  away  upon  him,  as  he  difcovered  himfelf  ca- 
pable of  drawing  up  a  tolerable  good  copy  x>i  Arabic  verfes,  on 
ieveral  occafions.    Yexid  was  the  firft  Jthalif  that  drank  )vine 
publickly,  and  was  waited  upon  by  eunuchs;- vvhich  gave 
'£reat  onence  to  the  Mohammedans,    He  was  extremely  Foj^d 

ft 

"*  MS.  Laud.  num.  t6 1.   Abu  Jaafar  AlTabari,  Al  Ma- 
itm,  etD*H£RB^t.  Ubi  fup.  Ockley,  ubi  fup.  p.  945*  246,247* 
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of  dogs ;  which  likewife  not  a  little  difguf^ed  vaft  numbers  of 
his  fubje^s,  as  the  more  fcrupulous  Mojlems  have  an  aveifion 
to  thofe  animals.     But  he  was  rendered  the  moft  difagreeable 
to  the  Arabs  h^  his  avarice  and  impiety.     This  occafioned  a 
certain  author  to  obferve,  that  the  Mojlem  empire  could  only 
flourifli  either  under  a  pious  prince,  fuch  as  were  the  four  iirft 
Khalifsy  or  a  liberal  one,  fuch  as  was  Moawiyah ;  and  confe- 
quently  that,  under  fuch' an  impious  and  avaritious  prince  as 
Yezid^  every  thing  muft  be  loft.     The  ravages  committed  at 
Medinoy  or  the  city  of  the  prophet,  by  this  Khalifs  order, 
are  confidercd  by  the  Mohammed^m  doSors  as  the  higheft  in- 
ftance  of  his  impiety,  and  as  the  principal  caufe  of  his  being 
cut  off  in  the  flower  of  his  age.     In  fupport  of  which  noiioni 
they  produce  this  faying  of  Moha)nmid^  Whoever  injur ethWt- 
dina  Jhall  melt  away^  e*nen  as  fait  melteth  away  in  the  water* 
The  Perfian  writers  have  the  memory  of  Ye%id  in  fuch  ab- 
horrence, that  they  always  mention  him  with  abomination, 
and  generally  annex  to  his  name  the  following  maledidion^ 
Tlse  curfe  of  GoD  he  upon  hinu     Which  they  do  not  fo  much 
on  account  of  his  vices,  as  becaufe  of  the  death  of  Hcfein^ 
whom,  with   all  his  family,  he  attempted  firft  to  deftroy  bj 
poifon,  and  afterwards  caufed  to  be  killed  on  the  plain  of 
Kerbela.     His  principal  fecretary  of  ftate  was  jibd*allah  Ein 
jfws,  and,  after  him,  Rafnl  Ebn  Omar  Al  Adri ;  his  Kadi^  or 
judge,  Ebn  Idris  AlHolwani  ;  his  chamberlain,  Khaled  his  fcr- 
vant,or,  as  others  fay,  Sajwan  \  and  the  captain  of  his  guards, 
Hamid  Ebn  kharbat  Ebn  Yahdak^  of  the  tribe  of  Calh^  and  af- 
terwards Amer  Ebn  Abd*allah  Al  Hamadani,  The  firft  day  of 
bi^  Khalifat  was  Saturday^  and  the  laft  Monday,     He  wa 
looked  upon  as  fo  irreligious  a  prince,  that  fome  of  the  Mof- 
lemsy  and  particularly  the  Perfians^  called,  in  after^ages,  aD 
thofe  perfons  void  of  relrgion  Ye%id  and  Y%it,     The  rerfian 
poet  ^ami  being  one  of  thefe,  a  man,  named  Mevdd^  was  rc- 
folved  to  infult  him  on  that  account ;  and,  therefore,  one 
day,  as  foon  as  he  entered  the  room  where  an  aiTembly  was 
met  at  Jami^s  houfe,  he  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  Tli 
curfe  of  God  fall  upon  Yezid  !     Jami  perceiving  that  thefe 
words  were  pointed  at  him,  inftantly  replied.  May  that  curft 
fall  i^on  Yezid  and  Mezid !  The  fmartnefs  of  which  repartee 
confifts  in  the  words,  «p^»  Mezid,  which  were  not  only  ap- 
plicable to  the  aggrefTor,  but  likewife  denoted  more  and 
MORE  *.  " 

'*  Ism.  A^vlfed.  ubi  fup.  Kuovdemir,  Abu  Jaafar  Al 
Tabar.  A^  Makin,  Eutych.  D'Herbel.  ubi  fup.  Mohah* 
MED  Ebn  I^^assem,  Ebn  Shohnah,  Ebn  Amid,  Aut.  Rabi  Ai 
^jtYAK,  lyiS.  Humingt.  num.  495J.  ct  MS.  Laud,  num.  161.  ia 
Bibl  Bodl,  Oxon.  ubi  fup. 
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In  the  Khalifat  of  Texid^  the  Mojlems  made  an  abfolute  Conquejls^ 
conqueft  of  Khorafan  and  Khowarazm^  and  put  the  territories  made  hy 
of  the  prince  of  Samarkand  under  contribution.     The  motto,  *ht  Mof- 
or  infcription,  of  his  feal  was,  God  is  our  Lord.     He  was  lems;»/*^ 
buried  at  Damafcus^  in  the  fepulchre  of  the  HttU  gate  ;  and  his  ^*J^^"?J  » 
fon  Moawiyab^  whom  he  nominated,  when  at  the  point  of  ^  *^*^^* 
death,  ^emperor  of  the  faithful,  f;^id  the  prayers  ufual  on  fuch 
occafions  over  him.     Tbeophanes  barely  mentions  the  death  of 
Yezid^  whom  he  calls  /z/V,  without  taking  any  particular  no- 
tice of  the  caufe,  circumftances,  or  effed^s  of  it  j  and  Dtonyjius 
Tehnarenjis  only  tells  us,  that  Tezid  died  in  the  year  of  Seleucus 
992,  or  of  Christ  681,  and  was  fuccecded  by  Merwdn. 
There  is  an  author,  named  Al  Fadhl  Al  Beridy  who  has  writ- 
ten the  hiftory  of  this  Khalif  under  thc^title  of  Akbdr  Tezid^^ 

S  E  C  T.    VIII. 

Vf  Oawiyah  II.  the  fon  of  Tezid^  was  proclaimed  KhalifMoiwi* 
*^^  at  Damafcus  the  very  day  on  which  his  father  died.  His  yah  II. 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  Hajheniy  or,  as  others  fay,  oifr^^^ds 
KhakdEhn  Abu  Hdjhem  Ebn  Otba  Ebn  Rabia  Ebn  Abd  Shams,  bh  fat  bit 
The  J^rab  writers  reprefent  this  young  prince  as  of  a  religious  ^^^zid. 
di/pofition,  but  of  a  very  weak  conftitution  ;  and  tell  us,  that 
he  had  not  completed  the  twenty-firft  year  of  his  age,  when 
he  mounted  the  Moflem  throne.     He  was  of  the  fe2t  of  the 
:   KadarianSy  having  been  inftrudted  in  their  principles  by  his 
!   favourite  mafter  Omar  Al  MakfuSy  whom  he  confulted,  in  or- 
:  der  to  know  of  him  whether  he  (hould  accept  of  the  Kha^ 
\   Ufaty  or  not.     Omar  told  him,  that  if  he  found  himfelf  equal 
I   to  the  duties  of  that  arduous  poft,  he  ought  to  accept  of  the 
I  high  dignity  offered  him;  if  not,  that  he  ought  to  decline  it. 
\   Some  of  the  eaftcrn  writers  make  the  Kaddriam  to  have  been 
originally  a  branch  of  the  Motaxalites^  or  the  followers  of 
I  JVdfel  Ebn  Atd^  who,  with  their  marter,  were  expelled  the 
\.  fchool  of  Hafan  of  Bafra^  whofe  fcholar  he  was,  and  thence-r 
forth  called  MotazaliteSy  or  Separatijls ;  tho'  others  look  up- 
on Kadarians  as  really  a  more  antient  name  than  that  of  Mo^ 
tazalius  \  Mabad  Al  Jchniy  and  his  adherents,  who  difputed 
[  the  do<^rine  of  predeftination  before  JVdfel  c\\i\xt^i  his  mafter, 
\  having  gone  by  that  appellation.     For  which  reafon,  fome  ufe 
;  the  denomination  of  Kadarians  as  more  extenfive  than  the 

;  other,  and  comprehend  all  the  Motazulttes  under  it.     Thi3 

I 

f  Abu  Jaapar  Al  Tabari,    Al  Makin,    D*Her$el.  ct 
'  Grec.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  Theoph an.  chronograph,  p.  300. 
D1011Y9.  Telmarens.  apud  Jof.  Simon.  Ail'enjan.   ubi  iup.  p. 
.J04. 
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kSt  ithy  aBfolute  predeftination,  faying,  that  evil  and  in- 
juitice  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  God,  but  to  man,  who 
IS  a  free  agent,  and  may  therefore  be  rewarded  or  puniihd 
for  his  adtions  ;  which  Gop  has  granted  him  power  either td 
clo  or  to  let  alone.     And  hence  it  is  faid  they  are  csi\cdKad9^ 
riansy  bccaufe  they  deny  Ji  Kadr^  or  Gop'j  abfolute  decret\ 
|ho'  others,  thinking  it  not  fo  proper  to  affix  a  name  to  a  fcA 
lirom  a  doi^rijie  which  they  combat,  will  have  it  come  frort 
Kadr^  or  Kodraty  i.  e.  power y  beCaufe  they  aflert  man's ^otWf 
to  aft  freely.     Thofe,  however,  who  give  the  name  Kaia- 
rians  to  the  Motaxalites  are  their  enemies;  for  they  difclaiin 
It,  and  give  it  to  their  antagonifts  the  Jabarignsy  whb  like- 
wife  refufe  it,  as  an  infaipous  appellation,  becaufe  Mohammed 
As  faid  to  have  declared  the  Kadarians  to  be  the  Mapani  rf 
bis  followers.     But  what  the  opinion  of  thefe  Kqdariam  in 
Mohammfi's  time  was,  is  very  uncertain.     The  Metazalitti 
fay  the  name  belongs  to  thofe  who  affert  predeftinatioriy  and 
tnake  God  the  author  of  good  and  evil,  viz,  the  yahariam\ 
t>ut  all  the  other  Mahammedan  fefts  agree  to  fix  it  upon  the 
Jlfdtazalitesy  who,  they  fav,  arc  like  the  MagianSy  in  cfta* 
blifliing  tu  o  principles,  lignty  or  God,  the  author  of  good^ 
and  darknufsy  or  the  devily  the  author  of  evil.     But  this  can- 
pot  be  faid  of  the  MotazaliteSy  who  generally  afcribc  men's 
good  deeds  to  Gpp,  but  their  evil  deeds  to  thenifelves ;  mean- 
ing thereby,  that  man  has  a  free  liberty  anxi  power  to  do  A 
iher  good  or  evil,  and  is  mailer  of  his  adions.     For  whidi 
reafon  it  is,  that  the  other  Mohammedans  call  them  Adaglam^ 
becaufe  they  afTert  another  author  of  anions  befidcs  God; 
•  And,  indeed,  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  fay  what  MohammtSt  \ 
pwn  opinion  was  in  this  matter.     For,  on  the  one  fide,  th^  \ 
Koran  itfelf  is  pretty  plain  fur  abfolute  predeftination,  anj 
many  fayings  of  Mohammed  are  recorded  to  that  purpofe 
On  the  other,  it  is  urged  in  behalf  of  the  MotazafiteSy  that 
Mohammed dtdzTingy  that  the  Kadarians  and  AJorgiam  had' 
been  curfed  by  the  tongues  of  feventy  prophets,  and  beii^'j 
afked  who  the  Kadarians  were,  anfwered,  Thofe  who  ajferlei^  | 
$hat  God  predejiinaud  them  to  he  guilty'  of  rebelUofty  and  yet  \ 
punijhes  them  for  it.     Al  Hafan  is  alfo  faid  to  have  declared^: 
that  God  fent  Mohammed  to  the  Arabs y  while  they  were  -&• 
^rianSy  or  Jabariansy  and  laid  their  fins  upon  God  ;   and,  lift. 
confirq()ation  of  this  point,  a  pailage  is  produced  out  of  thfcj 
Koran.  '  Both  parties,  therefore,  have  recourfe  to  the  ttiftimonyl 
of  Moha,mmed  in  fupporp  of  their  refpefiive,  tho*  contrary,  \ 
opinions^  and  cohfequently  make  him  to  contradid  himfdf 
;it  Icaft  ii^  fpme  of  his  decifions.     Ebn  Awny  one  of  the  moit 
celebrated  Moflem  dodors,  would  not  falute  a  Kadariany  \iW\ 
'  {|ACt  hiq  ;  faying,  that  the  led  to  ^Yhich  he  belonged  ougSk 
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h  h6  ooitfiifefed  as  the  Magiam  ot  tl^e  MobofAr/tedaAs  i  an<} 
Skaatii^  ahbther  of  thofe  dofiors,  mak^s  the  Kadarians  to 
htve  agreed  in  all  poipfts  with  the  Mora%atitiS.  Abu  ZaJtaria 
'  Yahya  Ebn  Ahu^lkhair^  a  dodor  following  the  fentiments  of 
fhe  famous  Al&hafei^  has  written  a  treatife  a]|ainft  the  tenets 
of  tl^  Kmdarians^  intituled,  EnUjf&r  fil  redd  ala  al  Kadarie  al 
^ir.  Omar  Al  Makfih  feems  to  have  been  one  of  the  prin-* 
6pil  members  of  this  fe£t,  in  the  days  of  Yezid^  who  pro-* 
kbiy  favoured  it,  as  he  tntrufted  him  with  the  education  of 
Ihs  fon.  Al  Makfik  told  this  youhe  prince,  Chat,  unlefs  h<j 
jbund  htmfelf  capable  of  adihiniftering  jufiic^  exadly  to  tht^ 
Atsflems^  he  ought  by  no  means  to  takd  upoA  himfelf  the  title 
,  0f  empferor  of  the  faithful  «. 

About  (ix  weeks  after  his  inauguration,  MoavAyah  find-  Moawi- 

ing  himfelf  too  weak  to  ftiftain  the  weight  of  the  government,  1^^  «M- 

took  a  refolution  to  lay  it  down.     In  order  to  which,  he  af-  ^^^''  '^' 

femblied  the  grandees  of  his  court,  and  told  them,  that  whei>^^^^" 

he  firft  entertained  thoughts  of  relinquifliing  the  high  ftation **'*'• 

to  which  his  father's  nomination  had  advanced  him,  he  in. 

tended  to  have  chofen  a  fucceflbr  in  the  fame  manner  as  did 

Ahu  Betr;  but  that  this  he  found  itnpofnble,  as  a  man  of 

Omar's  nteth  and  abilities  was  not  to  be  met  with.     Then  he 

informed  them,  that,  not  being  able  to  execute  his  firft  plan^ 

be  propofed  to  follow  the  example  of  Omar^  and  name  fix 

perfons,  upon  one  of  which  the  choice  by  lot  fliould  lull  % 

I  DUt  that  he  likewife  found  this  imprafticable,  as  he  could  not 

I  he  furniihed  with  fix  men  duly  qualified  for  the  difcharge  of 

[  ihc  duti^  of  fo  important  a  poft.     Wherefore,  continued  he, 

;  I  am  refolved  to  leave  the  eledion  of  ^  new  Khahf  intirely  ta 

r)rour  management.     Upon  which,  they  immediately  expreiied 

[  flieir  readinefs  to  chufe  the  perfon  that  (bould  be  the  moft 

I  agreeable  to  him  ;  but  he  declined  naming  any  one,  faying, 

;  **  As  I  have  not  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  Khalifat^  it  is 

nnreafonable  that  I  ihould  charge  my  felf  with  the  moft  odioua 

part  of  it ;  and  therefore  I  hope  you  will  permit  me  to  dif<- 

'S^  charge  my  confcience  towards  you,  and  judge  for  yourfelves 

f^  who  is  the  moft  capable  amongft  you  of  filling  my  place." 

jlfter  which,  he  made  his  abdication  in  form ;  and  the  noblelli 

'  Abu*  Jaafar  Al  Ta9Ar.  apud  Al  Makin,  in  hift.  Saracen. 
j^  i.  c.  ix.  p,  ^5^  ut  et  ipfe  Al  Makin,  ibid.  Gr^g.  Apu^l-Fa« 
,|LAj,  ubi  fup.  p.  \qj.  EurycH.  ubi  fup.  p.  362,  363.  D'^Ierbel. 
Bibiiotb.  orient,  in  art  Moaviab Ben  Jezid^  p.  587,  et  alib.  Mo- 
%ku.  Al  FirauzaBAdi,  in  Kam.  AlShahrestan.  Aut.  SharIi 
J^L  Mawakef,  Ebn  Al  Athir,  Al  Motarezzi,  in  lib.  Mog^  ^ 
M.  Al  Borhar.  Ebn  Khalecan,  Al  Kor.  Moham.  f.  vii.  et 
j/Bb,  Poc.  not.  in  fpec.  hift.  Arab,  p.  231—238.  Stealfo  Salk^ 
fl^aaflaL  of  the  Kor.  p.  11^ 
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proceeding  to  an  eledion,  the  choice  fell  upon  Merwan  £k 
MHakenty  who  was  the  fourth  Khallf  oi  Syria,  However,  A- 
d'allah  Ebn  Zobeir  had  been  advanced  to  the  Khalifat^  mAra* 
bioy  after  the  death  of  Tezid.     He  prefidcd  pvcr  Hejaz^  Yc- 
many  Iraky  Khorafdn^  ^gyp*^  *nd  all  Syria^  except  that  part 
called  Or^i9«,  or  AlOroddan^  which  adhered  to  Yiud,  Weaie 
told  by  Abu'UFaraj^  that  Modwiyab's  fpeech,  immediately, 
preceding  his  abdication,  was  to  the  following  tScSt :  <'  My 
^*  grandfather  Moawiyah  deprived  a  man  more  worthy  than 
««  himfelf  of  the  Khatifat,     Nor  did  my  father  merit  that 
*'  fublime  dignity,  though  he  obtained  it.     For  my  own  pait^ 
*  *  I  am  determined  not  to  have  an  account  to  give  of  fo  weighty 
•'  a  charge  as  is  the  government  of  the  Mojleim^  when  I  appear 
**  in  the  prefence  of  God  ;  and  therefore  inveft  the  perfon  that. ; 
"  fhall  pleafe  you  beft  with  the  authority  of  KhaUf'^  Which  | 
fpeech,  as  well  as  what  was  immediately  confequent  thereupon,  | 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  the  efFe£l  of  thoie  religious  im*  | 
preilions  that  his  preceptor  AI  Ma^fus  had  made  upon  him^.  j 
jirnddUs.       Moawiyah  had  no  fooner  abdicated  the  government  than 
he  {hut  himfelf  up  in  a  chamber,  from  whence  he  ftirred  not 
till  he  died.     Some  fay,  that  he  was  poifoned,  and  others^ 
that  he  was  carried  off  by  the  plague  not  long  after  his  abdi* 
cation.     The  interval  between  his  death  and  that  event  be 
fpent  wholly  in  religious  exercifes,  and  in  performing  hi^  de*j 
votions.     He  was  furnamed,  by  way  of  ridicule,  Abu  Leilah^ 
i.  e,  the  father  of  the  night ;  becaufe  his  natural  weaknefs  anj 
bad  (late  of  health  would  not  permit  him  to  appear  mucb 
abroad  in  the  day-time.     Authors  differ  as  to  the  precife  ac^ 
count  of  the  fhort  time  he  reigned ;  fome  fixing  this  at  twcnqj 
days,  others  at  forty- five,  others  at  forty,  and  others  extend^ 
ing  it  to  four  months.  Nor  do  they  exaSIy  agree  in  the  lengd 
of  the  interval  between  his  renunciation  and  his  death  ;  form 
making  this  to  confift  of  only  forty  days,  and  others  of  thra 
months.     He  was  buried  at  Damafcus^  clofe  by  his  father] 
and,  according  to  fome,  JValld  Ebn  Otba  performed  the  fih 
neral  fervice  over  him.     It  has  been  alfo  faid,  that  Me 
Ebn  Al  Hakeniy  his  fucceflbr,  put  up  prayers  for  him. 
houfe  of  Ommiyah  was  fo  exafperated  at  his  abdication,  tb 
if  we  will  heViewe  Abu^ I' Faraj J  the  members  of  it  buried  hi 
mafter  /fl  MakfuSyVfhom  they  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  auth 
of  it,  alive.     The  infcription  on  his  feal  was.  The  world 
A  CHEAT.  He  left  no  iflue  behind  him.  The  firft  day  of  hi| 
reign  was  Tucfdayy  and  the  laft  Thurfday,  From  the  flioit  dun- 

^  Grec.  Abu^l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orienV 
In  art.  Moa'viab  Ebn  Ji.xid.  Abu  jaafa^  Al  Tabar.,  ct  Al  M^^ 
KIN,  ubi  fup.  EuT\CH.ubi  fup.  J 
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lion  of  his  Khalifat^  taken  notice  of  by  the  Arab  writers,  \t 
appears,  that  he  departed  this  life  in  the  64th  year  of  the 
ihrray  of  of  Christ  684  *. 

Before  we  proceed  dire£^ly  in  our  hiftory,  we  muft  here  Some  com-- 
beg  leave,  by  way  of  digreffion,  to  give  a  fliort  account  o^ motions  in 
ibmc  commotions  that  happened  in  Irok  immediately  after  the^f^k* 
death  of  YeTud.     Obeitallah  Ehn  Ziydd^  the  governor  of 
{Bafra^  being  apprized  of  that  event,  reprefented,  in  a  fet 
]i)eech,  to  the  Bafrans^  that  "  he  himfelf  was  their  country- 
^  man,  as  being  a  native  of  Bafra  \  that,  iince  he  had  taken 
**  the  government  upon  him,  he  had  deftroyed  140,000  of 
?*  their  enemies  ;  that  there  was  no  perfon  furviving  that  de- 
^*  ftn]<9ion  from  whom  they  had  any  reafon  to  apprehend 
I*  the  leaft  oppofition  ;  that  the  territories  of  Bafra  formed 
the  moft  confiderabltf  province  of  the  empire,  both  with 
regard  to  their  extent,  and  the  num})er  and  valour  of  their 
inhabitants ;  that,  till  the  commotions  in  Syria  were  ap- 
pcafed,  they  ought  to  appoint  a  perfon  to  preiide  over  them, 
who  was  duly  qualified  to  be  the  protedlor  of  their  ftate ; 
and  that,  after  this,  if  the  Mopms  elefled  a  Khaltf  dif- 
i^  agreeable  to  them,  they  might,  under  the  condud  of  the 
"'  perfon  they  had  chofen,  aflert  their  independency/*     The 
Mfrans^  clearly  perceiving  his  intention  in  this  fpcech,  of- 
ed  him  the  government  of  their  country ;  which  he  at  firft 
^ed  tQ  refufe,  but  afterwards  accepted,  at  the  repeated 
icitation  of  his  friends.  However,  as  foon  as  it  was  known 
t  the  Ctlfans  would  not  acknowledge  him,  but  even  threw 
,  or  gravel,  upon  his  deputy,  the  Bafram  immediately 
cd  him,  and  even  expelled  him  their  city.     Nor, could 
prevail  either  upon  the  Najari^  a  tribe  of  the  Anfars^  or 
his  own,  relations,  tho'  he  had  divided  a  great  part  of 
16,000,000  pieces  of  money,  found  in  the  treafury  of 
ifra^  amongft  them,  and  kept  the  remainder  himfelf,  to 
oufe  bis  quarrel.     So  odious  had  he  rendered  himfelf  to  all 
and  degrees  of  mtn  by  the  enormous  .ruelties  he  had 
mitted  !     Nor  could  his  brother  Abd'allah^  who  kept  him 
ifcd  in  women's  cloaths  at  Mafud^s  hoixfe,  left  any  vio- 
e  (hould  have  been  offered  his  perfon,  proteft  him  from 
rage  aad  fury  of  the  Bafram^  tho'  he  diftributcd  200,000 
es  of  money  amongft  them  ;  and  though  Mafud  exerted 
felf,  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  his  abilities,  in  his  favour, 
was,  therefore,  at  laft  conftrained  to  abandon  the  city, 
ded  by  an  elcorte  of  100  men,  that  had  been  afiigne^ 
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him  by  Mafud\  and,  immediately  after  his  d^a^it,  tb^ 
mob  plundered  his  houfe,  and  purfued  him.  fieine  moc^ 
fatigued  by  riding  upon  a  camel  in  the  night,  he  exchm^ 
that  beaft  for  an  ais  ;  and,  with  great  difficulty,  made  his  eibfib 
iuio Syria,  Soon  after  his  arrival  iktDamaJcus^HofeinEbnTbami 
Jl  S^lwi  rtiMtntd  thither,  with  the  troops  .that  had  formed  dn 
/  fiege  of  Micca^  and  gave  a  faithful  account  to  Alerwan  of  Af 
fituatioa  of  affairs  on  that  fide.  He  likewife  informed  bind 
his  ofter  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Abd^aHab  Ebntai 
beir^  who  refufed  to  accept  of  it,  or  at  leaft  to  undertake  \ 
journey  to  DamafcuSy  in  order  to  be  in  veiled  there  with^l^ 
fupreme  authority.  He  therefore  advifed  MerwaUy  and  dl 
boufe  of  Ommiyahy  to  take  care  of  themfelves  in  time,  at) 
fix  their  intereft  upon  a  folid  bafis,  by  the  eleftion  of  a 
Imaniy  before  the  torrent  of  faSion  vras  too  rapid  to  be  ft< 
med.  Merwdn,  after  hearing  Hofeir^s  difcourfe,  propo&dl 
make  his  fubmiflion  to  Abiallab  EbntZobelr\  but  was 
vcited  from  his  refolution  by  ObeiSallah  Ebn  Ziyad^  who 
him,  that,  in  the  prefent  conjundure,  no  fuperior  ought  to! 
acknowleged  by  him  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Kortijh,  ~~ 
people  of  Damafcus  had  conftituted  Dahak  Ebn  Kais  Al 
their  prote£tor,  till  the  Mojkms  ihould  concur  in  the  ele^onj 
an  Imam,  Dahak  favoured  Abiallab^  and  declared  his  iii 
tion  of  fupporting  him.  The  Bafrans  were  altogether  inj 
mult  and  confufion,  and  could  not  fix  upon  a  governor, 
ring  the  intirregnum^  after  their  ejection  of  OheKTaUah,  1 
induced  them  at  laft  to  write  to  AbcPallah^  to  take  tbe, 
vernment  upon  him.  He  complied  with  their  requeil ; 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  flir  from  MeccOy  at  that  lij 
the  place  of  his  refidence.  Nor  could  Merwn  be  perfv 
to  permit  any  of  the  Syrians  to  perform  the  pilgrimage 
ther,  left  they  fhould  join  Abd^allahy  and  thereby  coAUi) 
to  his  exciufion  from  the  MoJUm  throne  ^. 

SECT.    IX. 

Abd*allah  TT  has  been  already  obfervcd,  that  all  the  provinoes  4i 
Ebn  Zo-   -■-  Mojlem  empire,  except  part  of  Syria^  upanimoufly  oj 
beir  ^7^'     curred,  foon  after  the  death  of  YeTJd^  to  advance  Abii 
*vancedto  Ebn  Zobeir  to  the  Khalifat ;  to  which  we  CtM  now  beg 
/^^Kba-  to  add,  that,  after  the  laft  invitation  he  had  received 
hfat.         Jrak^  he  caufed  himfeif  to  be  inaugurated  at  A4$cca. 

people  of  Mecca  had  firft  declared  in  his  favQur>  aiid  weiel 

^  MS.  Laud.  num.  i6i.  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxoo.  Abu  JaafaiE 
Tabar.  apud  Al  Makin,  abi  fqp.  p-  $5    ut  et  ipfe  Al  Mi 
ibid.  Greg.  Afiu'i^FARAj,  ubi  hip.  £uty$;h.  ubifup. 
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l^lKd.ately  followed  by  the  citizens  of  Medina.  Nay,  Merwin 
iBtnfelf,  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah^  who  was  then  at  the 
^latter  of  thofe  places,  was  upon  the  point  of  recognizing  his  au> 
tlhority;  which  he  had  likewife  afterwards  done  at  Damafcusy 
1  faid  he  not  been  difluaded  from  it  by  Obeiiallah  Ehn  Ziydd,  as 
wehave  jiift  informed  our  readers.  However,  Abd'allah  might 
tsStjhvft  fixed  himfelf  in  the  Khalifat^  and  have  fettled  his 
r  jalereft  upon  a  lafiing  foundation,  had  he  not  too  rafhly 
ed  a  defign  either  to  baniOi  or  exterminate  the  houfe  of 
^imttyib\  and,  in  confequence  of  this  fcheme,  fent  orders 
bis  lieutenant  at  Medina  to  cut  off,  or,  as  others  fay,  ejed 
cry  member  of  that  hpufe.  This  alienated  vaft  numbers 
the  Mcjkmsy  and  particularly  all  the  friends  and  dependl* 
of  the  family  threatened  cither  with  baniftmcnt  or  ex- 
n,  from  him,  as  will  hereafter  more  fully  appear.  The 
lution  taken  by  ABd'allah  at  this  juncture  was  certainly  a 
impolitic  ftep ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  bravery  and 
igtous  difpofition  he  was  famed  for,  undoubtedly  indicated 
want  of  capacity,  as  well  as  generofity  and  humanity,  in 
im.  He  was  furnamed,  according  to  feme,  Abu  Becr^  or, 
others  wiH  have  it,  Abu  Habib.  His  mother  was  Afma^ 
e  daughter  of  the  firft  Kbalif  Abu  Beer.  He  was  inaugu* 
at  Mecca  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  month  of  Rajeb^  after 
had  been  an  interregnum  during  the  former  and  latter 
ida,  and  the  tight  firft  days  of  Rajeb,  He  appointed  his 
tz  Mafttbj  or  Mas'ab^  Ebn  Zobeir  governor  of  Bafra^ 
iailah  Ebn  Moti  that  of  Cufoy  his  brother  Obeidah  Ebn 
/>  that  of  Medina^  and  fent  Abd'alrahmdn  Ebn  Oiba  Ebn 
am  in'the  fame  capacity  to  Egypt.  Some  authors  in- 
us,  that  his  mother's  name  was  A/ima ;  and  that  (he 
not  the  daughter,  but  the  grand-daughter,  of  Abu  Beer  ; 
as  the  ^ab  writers  of  heft  repute  make  her  not  to  be 
h  above  thirty  years  younger  than  that  Khalifa  they  feem, 
ithftanding  the  authority  of  M.  D'Herbeloty  to  difcoun- 
ance  the  latter  aflertion  ^ 

The  members  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  finding  themfelves  The  hettfe 
fach  imminent  danger,  tho*  before  well  enough  affe<3ed  to?/'Omini- 
allah  Ebn  Zobeir,  refolvei  to  ftand  upon  their. own  de-  yah  ^rc- 
e,  and  confequently  to  oppofe  him  to  the  utmoft  of  their  ^^'""*  ^ 
:r.     Jn  order,  therefore,  to  defeat  all  his  machinations,  Merwan 
proclaimed  Mertvdn  Ebn  Al  Hakem^  who  was  at  the  head  ^^^^^ /^^ 
rem,  after  the  death  of  Moawiyah  II.  Khalifzx,  Damafcus ;  ^^°^*'' 

'^  Ism.  Abulfed.  in  hid.  univ.   MS.  Laud.  num.  161.    Abu 
kFAit  Al  Tabari,  Al  Makin,  ct  Greg.  Abu'l  P'araj,  ubi 
K   D'Herbsl.  Biblioth.  orient,  in  an.  Ahd'oiUh  Ehn  Zohair, 
r.  Ockley's  hift.  of  the  Sarac.  vol.  i.  p.  uo.  ec  vol.  ii  p.  34.3. 
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to  which  place  they  had  made  their  efcape,  after  they 
it  neceflary,  for  their  own  fafety,  to  take  their  leave  of 
dina,  Syria^  therefore,  or  rather  the  whole  MoJIem  empire^i 
at  this  time  divided  into  two  potent  fadions;  one  of 
under  the  conduct  of  Hajfan  Ehn Malec^  declared  ^K3fcMe 
and  the  other,  under  that  of  Dehak  Ehn  Kais,  for  Md** 
The  Jatter  was  a  perfon  of  great  diftin£tion,  and  had 
conftituted  by  Modwiyah  I.  commandant  at  Cufay  in  the 
year  of  the  Hejra.  His  adherents,  from  his  father 
name,  were  denominated  Kaifians,  Several  conferences 
held  between  the  leaders  of  thefe  fadlions,  and  all  poi 
methods  made  ufe  of  to  difpofe  both  parties  to  an 
jnodatlon ;  but  without  efFc<^.  The  forces  on  both 
therefore,  commanded  by  Merwdn  and  Dehaky  found 
felves  at  laft  obliged  to  come  to  a  general  ad^ion,  which 
in  the  defeat  of  the  Kaiftans.  As  foon  as  they  began  to 
Aferwdn  founded  a  retreat,  and  would  not  fuffer  his 
purfue  them.  The  battle  was  fought  at  Marj  Rabty  a 
in  the  plain  of  Damafcusy  at  a  fmall  diflance  from  that 
Dehuk  himfelf  was  killed  upon  the  fpot,  together  with  a 
number  of  his  horfe,  and  about  eighty  of  the  Syrian 
'  lity.  When  Dehdk*s  head  was  brought  to  Mtrwan^  at 
fight  of  it  he  expreffed  great  concern,  and  faid,  '•  This 
<(  very  prepoilerous  thing,  that  I,  who  am  an  old  man, 
*'  whofe  bones  are  fo  wafted,  that  I  am  reduced  almoi 
nothing,  fhould  bring  armies  together,  in  order  to  cuti 
another  to  pieces."  After  this  victory,  the  citizens] 
Damafcus  fubmitted  to  Merwdn^  who  lived  in  the  houfe 
Moifujiyah  ufed  to  i'efide.  He  alfo  married  Texid's  wi( 
having  before  declared  that  KhaliTs  fon  KhaUd^  then  a  m^ 
his  fucceflbr.  However,  Ahaallah  Ehn  Zobeir  kept 
ground  ftill  in  Arabiu^  tho'  the  mhabitants  of  Damafcus 
renewed  thtir  oath  c^f  fidelity  to  Merwctriy  after  the  battle 
Marj  Rahty  in  the  month  of  DhuUkaada,  Soon  after 
event,  the  people  of  Hems^  receiving  advice  of  the  death d 
defeat  of  Deh..k^  revolted  from  y'b^tallab  Ebn  Zobtiry  wl* 
intereft  they  had  efpoufcd  ;  upon  which,  Nooman  Ebn  Bi 
jfbd'allah's  governor  there,  betook  himfelf,  together  with' 
wife  and  family,  to  flight.  But  the  citizens  purfued  htm, 
o(F  his  head,  and  brought  it  with  them,  as  well  as  his  wife 
children,  in  triumph  to  Hems.  In  the  beginning,  therefc 
of  the  65th  year  of  the  Hejra^  Merzuan  was  in  pofTefBGOtl 
the  Kbalifat  of  Syria ^  ?s  Abctallah  was  of  that  of  H^aZy 
man^  E^ypty  and  Irak  »". 

™  MS.  Laud,  num  161.  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al 
KIN,  ct  Greg.  Abu'l  Faraj,  ubi  fup.  Eutych.  patriarch. 
xandrio.  anna!,  p.  36^,  3O5. 
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S  E  C  T.    X. 

MErwan,  foon  after  his  acceflion,  advanced  at  the  head  of  Mcrwaii 
a  confidcrable  army  towards  the  frontiers  of  Eg)'pt.  Ah-  conquer t 
iabahmanEbnOkbaEbnJahram^  Abd'allahl's  lieutenant  there,  Egypt, 
being  informed  before  of  his  defign,  had  made  the  neceflary 
difjwfitions  for  giving  him  a  proper  reception,  in  cafe  he  fhculd 
iftempt  to  make  an  impreffion  upon  that  country.     He  fent 
|6cfofc  him  Amru  Ebn  Sa^fdy  with  a  body  of  troops,  to  facili- 
Eftte  the  paflage  of  his  forces,  as  well  as  the  conqueft  of 
\XQft.    AbJtalrahman  being  worfted  in  feveral  brifk  a£Hons 
ftat  happened  between  him  and  the  Syrians^  at  laft,  for  a  fum 
ff  money>  furrendercd  the  whole  country  to  Merwan^  and  re- 
feed  with  the  Arabs  under  his  command  into  Hejar,,     The 
Wfnan  tiDops  then  immediately  poffeffed  themfelvcs  oi  Egypt y 
Bnd  obliged  the  inhabitants  of  that  region  to  take  the  oath  of 
vHegiance  to  Merwan.     Things  being  in  this  happy  fituation, 
Ike  Syrian  Khali f  ippointcd  his  fon  Abd'ala%i%  to  prefide  over 
i^O?'>  and,  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  forces,  returned  to 
'3)amefeus,     Whilft  he  was  upon  his  march  for  that  city,  he 
tvas  informed,  that  Abd*allah  had  fent  his  brother  mus'ab 
^ainft  him  with  a  powerful  army.     Upon  the  arrival  of  this 
fagreeable  news,  Merwan  detached  Amru  Ebn  Sa'id^  with  a 
ly  of  his  troops,  to  give  the  enemy  battle,  without  lofs  of 
le.     Amru  foon  came  up  with  Afus'ab^  brought  him  to  a 
leral  a6^ion,  and  intirely  defeated  him.     In  fine,  Mus'ab 
forced  to  betake  himfelf  to  a  (hameful  flight,  a  great  part 
his  men  were  cut  to  pieces  upon  the  fpot,  and  theremain- 
of  them  fo  difperfed,  that  they  found  it  impoflible  to  rally, 
^fter  which,  MtrwM^  troops,  having  fuftained  a  very  incon- 
lerable  lofs,  tnttx*6  Damajcus  in  a  triumphant  manner". 
This  year  the  people  of  Khorafan  chofe  Salem  Ebn  Ziyad,  Salem 
10  had  before  been  governor  of  that  province,  iov  thtXT  eleSed 
)teftor,  till  th^  Moflems  could  concur  in  their  ele£tion  of  znprote^or 
im,     Salem  continued  in  this  poft  about  two  months ;  and,  ^f  Khora- 
ring  that  fliort  term,  rendered  himfelf  extremely  popular^*"- 
longfl  thofe  who  had  put  themfelves  under  his  protedion. 
had  likewife  difcharged  the  duties  of  his  fundtion,  when 
lor,  fo  much*  to  their  fatisfadion,  that,  within  the  fpace 
a  fcw  years,  they  named  above  2O3COO  children,  born 
mgft  themj  Salem,  out  of  their  great  regard  and  afl^edtion 
him.     The  natives  of  Khorafan^  therefore,  enjoyed  per- 
tranquillity  at  this  time,  when  tumults  and  feditions,  not        ' 
iay  open  war,  difturbed  the  repofe  of  many  other  parts  of 
Mtflem  dominions  ®. 

MS.  I^yd.  num.  161  uM  ^'p.  Abu  Ja  •f^.p  Ai,  Ta pari 'V 
Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  56,57.  *  MS.  Laud.  nuai.  itl.  uoi 
.  OcKi.£Y*shill.  of  the  Sarac.  vol.ii.  p.  265.  I.^ 


128  ttH  Hijii^ry  of  the  Arabs:  p.  J» 

Jn  infur-      In  the  65th  year  of  the  Hejra^  the  followers  of  if//,  and 

teSlion  of  t]:ieir  dependents,  at  Cuffiy  Ukewife  put  themfelves  in  modon* 

tke/ol'      They  propofed  to  afTemhle  in  a  body  at  Nokbailaij  and  aa^ 

lonvers  of  hom  thence  into  Syria  the  following  year,  in  order  to  revong^ 

Aiingainjf  ^bc  death  of  Hofein.    As  the  Cufans  now  refleSed  upoQ  thd^ 

Y:hv/    ^*^^  ^^^  perfidious  condufl  to  th^t  Imam  with  the  utmoft  d«- 

A.iialifs.    teftation,  they  thought  thenjfelves  obliged,  both  in  point  4 

honour  and  duty,  to  take  vengeance  of  t)is  murderers,  as  % 

beft  atonement  they  could  ipake  for  fo  enormous  a  cnaae. 

For  this  purpoie,  they  lent  circular  letters  to  tAeir  friends,  iih 

viting  them  to  contribute  all  in  their  power  to  the  executiof 

of  fo  laudable  a  defign.     The  five  principal  perfons,  to  whoiij 

th^  managenient  of  the  whole  ai&ir  was  committed,  S^mi^l 

'  Ebn  Sorady  who  was  one  of  the  Companions,  Mofatilk 

Ebn  Nahbahy  one  of  /fWs  moft  intimate  friends,  AhaalUk 

Ebn  Sa'id,  Abd!allab  Ebn  Wall,  a;id  lUfaa  Ebn  Sbaddad,  m. 

together  at  Solimin's  houfe,  attended  by  a  vafi  number  of 

adherents,  in  order  to  concert  the  proper  meafures  that 

to  be  purfued  on  this,  occafion.     To  the  Shiitis^  or  .fefiail|i 

of  ^//,  licN^  aiiembled,  Mofabbib  made  an  elegant 

.  wherein  he  fully  fet  forth  the  heinou(hefs  of  the  crime  the 

famhzA  been  guilty  of,  in  deferting  Hofeiriy  Cbegrandfoo 

the  prophet,  and  his  family,  after  they  had  invited  hiin 

their  city,  and  fo  folemnly  engaged  to  fupport  him ;  ad( 

that  they  could  no  otherwife,  in  any  degree,  atone  for 

crime,  than  by  bringing  his  murderers  to  condign  pi 

ment ;  which  might  eafily  be  efEsdled,  if  they  could 

.  upon  a  proper  general  to  lead  them  dgainft  the  per] 

tors  and  abettors  of  that  execrable  fad.     Refaa  then  pr(  ^ 

to  the  aflcmbly,  for  a  general,  S^Iiman  Ebn  Sprad^  the  chid 

.    '  their  fe<5^,  or  rather  political  party;  a  man  reverenced  by 

for  his  years,  dignity,  piety,  and  experience^  who  was 

animoufly  eleSed,  and,  after  having  made  a  fpeech  fuita 

the  occa(ion,  accepted  of  the  command.     Abd^allah  Ebn 

•    :  by  the  unanimous  fuiFfages  of  all  the  Moflems  prefent,  was 

appointed  treafurer,  afnd  a  ^onfiderable  fum  of  money 

fitcd  in  his  hands.-    After  ^Yiioh^  Soliman  difpatched  cin 

letters  to  Sadd  Ebn  Hodaifa^  and  others,  to  excite  them 

;    a£t  with  vigour,  and  forward  ^s  much  as  poifible  the  e 

tion  of  the  plan  of  operations  that  had  been 'formed;  an4 

a  (hort  time,  received  from  them  fuch  fatlsfa&ory  anfi 

greatly  animated  hol\\  hkn  and  his  friends.     It  may  not 

•    *      improper  here  toobferve^  that  this  affair  had  been  in  ag^j 

isver  fince  the  death  of  T^zidy  fo  that  the  followers  of  jlli 

amafled  vaft  quantities  of  provifions,  eredled  large  magaj&i 

and,  in  (hort^  taken   all  the  necefiary  jjrecautions  to 

this  ehterprize  fuccefsful.    It -has.  been  remarked  by 
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'fanj^  that  StUmdn  was  an  jtrab  of  the  tribie  of  JChpzaa ;,  and 
diat  Merwdn  Ebn  Al  Hakem^  whoife  mother,  Amsna  Bint  Al^ 
kmia^  was  of  the  houfe  of  Safwan^  was  the  firft  of  the  Khalifs 
who  made  his  way  to  the  MoJIem  throne  by  the  affiftan^e  of 
thefwQidP. 

r  About  fix  months  after  the  death  of  Tmd^  in  the  month  of  7^9  ^ 
iLmadhy  Al  Mokhtar  Ebn  Abu  Obtidah  came  to  C^tf,  wiiJtmbU  a 
Ivoogfat  along  with  him  Ibrahim  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Telha^  in  ^^  ^f 

I  iwdcr  to  collca  the  tribute  of  that  city  for  7/*i*tf//tf  A  jffi/iZtf^wfV^^^ 
i  who  had  been  eleded  KhaUfhy  the  Arabs,  This  man,  pretend-  ^^ ' 

;  mg  to  ad  under  the  dire^on  of  Mohammed  Ebn  Hanifyuh^  one 

^M%  (bos,  was'  at  firft  not  a  little  carefled  by  the  followers 

,  of  that  Imam.   But  Al  M$khtar  afterwards  depreciated  the  jme«> 

I  tits  and  capacity  of  Solimdn  EbnSordd  Al  Kbzoaiy  aod  IbrO'* 

\  hm  having  declared  in  very  warm  terms  againft  the  fenti* 

\  iDcnts  contained  in  a  fpeech  of  Abiallah  Ebn  tlpzidf  then  go« 

I  ireroor  of  G^a^  which  feemed  to  favour  the  fedaries,  or  male^ 

kcontencs,  they  were  both  for  fome  time  treated  with  kfsre^ 

I  ^cdby  the  Sbiites^  as  well  as  by  Abd^allah  Ebn  Yezid.    Nay^ 

Jkraimy  by  his  condu<^,  fo  incenfed  them,  that  Mofabbib    . 

ibreaiened  him  with  aA  ailaiSnation ;  tho'  afterwards  nnding 

;  IDeani  to  pacify  the  governor,  both  he  and  Al  Mokhtar  reco« 

■fered  their  former  eftcem;  and  Solimdn^  at  the  head  of  the 

v//0,  ibon  after  appeared  in  arm^.     The  troops  he  afTein- 

on  this  occaiion,  aiccording  to  Abul-Farajy  amounted  to 

ut4000  men^. 

At  this  time,  the  MotazaKtes^  or  Separatijtsy  who  had  af-  nvhich  ip^  • 

icd  Abd'aUah  Ebn  Zobeir  in  the  defence  .of  ^^pc^^,  aban- /^'«>^' '•   » 

him,  and  retired  to  Bafra.     Obeid'allah  Ebn  Ziyad^^^'^pf 

e  govjcrnor  of  that  city,  who  was  always  their  moil  impla*  » 6,000* 

enemy^  had  formerly  done  his  utmofl  lo  extirpate  them; .' 

that  they  found  themfelves  obliged,  in  order  to  avoid  the 

be  intended  them,  to  fly  to  Mecca^  and  put  themfelvea 

under  the  protedion  of  Ahd^allab  Ebn  Zobeir.     As  he 

flood  in  great  need  of  their  afTiflance,  he  gave  them  a 

urable  reception)  without  making  any  inquiry  into  tho 

iples  they  maintained.;  as  they,  .on  their  .ilde,  being  then 

very  diftrefjled  circumftances,  did  not  think  it- proper,  or  exr 

dient,  to  afk  him  any.  queftipns  either  about  his  religious  or   • 

jitic^i  fentiments.     However,  fome  time  after, '  before  they 

ged  themfelves  thoroughly  in  his  fervice,  they  recolle^^d, 

\f  MS.  Laad.isom.  161.  ublfup.  Abu  Jaatar  Al  TaSar.*: 

Makiv,  ubt  fap.  p.  57.   GnEG.  Abu'L-Faraj,  ubf  fup.  p;     *    •     .     * 
\  Gotii  not.  ad  Alfra^«.p.  118.  D^HERBEL.Biblioth.  oH- 
m  art.  i3««3l.  p.  looa.  ^  MS.  Laud.  num.  16 f.  ubi 

Abv  Jaafar  AlTabau,  Al  I^akin,  &Gksg.  Abv*l* 
ifAj,  iibirap. ,  ,    .*  '    ^  .    '  i 

Mod.  Hist.  Vox..  H.  I '  that 


.  couni  of  the  vengeance  taken  upon  the  Jews  for  the  peqier 
•. .  ttatipn  of  that  horrid  fad,  and  is  to  the  following  cffcla : 
^    .  *»  The  general  cither  of  Bakhtnafr^  NehuchadfuTszar^  or  Gu* 
*<  darx^  ^ntiochus  Epifhanis^  in  ian  expedition  againft  ftnir 
M  JaUm^  entering  the  temple,  faw  blood  bubbling  upon  th« 
*'  great  altar  there ;  and  aflcing  the  rcafon  of  it,  the  Jrws 
«<  told  him  It  was  the  blood  of  a  facrilice  which  had  not  been 
«*.*  accepted  of  God  :  to  which  he  replied,  that  they  had  not 
"  told  him  the  truth,  and  ordered  a  thoufand  of  them  to  be 
.  •*:  flain  on  the  altar ;  but  the  blood  not  ceafing,  he  told  them^ 
**  that,  if  they  would  not  confefa  the  truth,  he  would  not  fpaw  . 
***  one  of  them ;  whereupon  they  acknowledged  it  was  the   . 
"  blood  fAJohn  r  and  the  general  faid.  Thus  hath  your  Lord    ; 
•*.  taken  vengeance  dn  you;  and  then  cried  out,  O  John  !  ««f  j 
*'-  Lord  and  thy  Lord  knoweth  what  bath  befajlen  thy  pe^ 
.  ^^for  thy  fake ;.  wherefore  let  ihy  blood fiopy  by  GodV  permif-. . 
«*  yfoii,  le/i  I.  leave  not  one  of  them^H^^  -  upon  which  the 
•'  blood  immediately  ftopped/V    To  this  tradition  AfMtar 
apparently  alluded,  in  his  difcourfe  with  xlitArab  of.  fiejdz;-  ■ 
.  after  his  departure  from  whom  he  went  to  Mecca,  in  order  to 
offer  his  fervice  to  jfhd'allah  Ehn  Zobeir,  and  arrived  there 
fobn  after  his  inauguration.     But  not  meetrng  with  proper  % 
.     .  encouragement  there,  he  retired  to  Tayef;  and,  in  about  a '^ 
year's  time,  returned  to  Mecca,     Soon  aher  his  arrival  tftere»< 
Abc^allahy  by  the  affiftance  of  Jbbds  Ebn  Sahel,  engaged  him' 
in  h  js  fervice.    However,  Mokhtar  could  not  be  prevailed  up* 
on  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Ahiallah,  before  the  lai 
bad  promifed  to  hiake  ufe  of  him  in  all  his  tnoft  weighty 
fairs,  and  grant  him  free  accefs  to  him  on  all  occafions,  even 
.  -..before  any  other  perfon.    After  this,  he  behaved  with  greaC' 
braveryduring  the  fiege  of  Mecca,  which  was  railed  upoii  th^ 
news'of  7>z/^s  death ;  and  continued  above  five  months  witk^ 
.    JbcP allah  zfitT  that  event.     But  not  being  advanced  to  an; 
cohfidefable  poft,  and  being  informed  that  th^  fedaries 
CufaoiAy  wanted  a  proper  general,  in  order  to  carry  aU  bef 
them,  he  immediately  fet  but  for  that  city.    Every  molqi 
on  the  road  he  vifited,  performed  bis  devotions  in  them 
and  harangued  the  people  he  found  therein,  afluring  them 
vidory,  and  a  fpeedy  deliverance  from  all  the  grievances  di 
laboured  under.    He  had  no  fooner  entered  C^fa,  than 
convoked' the  leaders  of  the  fefbiries  there;   telling  them 
that  he  came  from  Mohammed  Ebn  Hanifiydh,  the  mine  of  ei 
•     cellency,  the  Imam  that  directed  the  right  way,  and  reprefeai 
ing  to  them,  the  incapacity  of  Soliman  for  the  undertaking  i 
which  he  was  foon  to  imbark.    Thefe  two  points  he  repeated: 
to  them  fo  often,  that  at  laft  he  made  ah  iihpreffion  upon  dN^ 
. .  mmds  of  many  of  the  Shiites  Hi  his  favour  ^  though  jtbe 
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,  perior  intereft)  age,  andauthority^.off^/iWir  rendered  it  inn 
;  poffibie  for  him  to  wreft  the  command  out  of  his  hands.  Hovir^ 
ever,  he  comforted  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  being  veiled    • 
widi  die  fijpreme  authority,  and  consequently  with  the  <:om'*^  ^ 
mand  of  all  the  Sbiite  forces,  in  cale  Sslimdn  (hould  mif-^ ' 
carry  in  the  projcfted  expedition.     Nevtrthelefs,  for  fome       . .   . 
time,  his  intereft  declined  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  upon  fof^., 
pidon  of  his  having  formed  a  defign  of  feizing  upon  the  pro* 
Tioce,  he  was  furpnzed  by  a  detachment  of  Solimof^^  troopsy 
conduded  to  prifon,  and  for  a  certain  term  kept  there  dofely 
-confined.     We  muft  not  forget  to  remark,  thztTheophener 
calls  the  peribn,  of  whom  we  have  here  been  giving  our ' 
leaders  an  account,  Mmuhar^  or  Muchar^  and  Mauktery^  not    . 
Madaar^  as  has  been  aflerted  by  Mr.  Ocklfy,     He  a]fo  tell^. 
«^  that  this  Muchar^  tho'  an  impoftor,  pretended  to  ad  the 
» prophet,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Perfia^  and  occafioned  a* 
'  BK>ngft  the  Arabs  many  commotions.  From  whence,  in  t;on<* 
jim£&>n  with  many  more  ihftances  of  the  like  kind  that  oc- 
cur, foD^  of  which  have  already  been  taken  notice  of  in  this  * 
work,  we  may  infer,  that  a  moft  confufed,  indtflind,  and  im*   . 
perfeft  relation  of  the  Arab  affairs  has  been  handed  down  to 
f«i  by  the  later  Greek  and  Latin  hifiorians  *.   . 

Ail  y/ZJ/^ii^tfr's  efforts  to  deprive  5d/rW»  of  his  poft  proving  Soliffila 
[mefieSual,  that  general  began  his  march  at  the  head  of  \ht  begins  bit 
\ Sbiite  forces,  who  had  affumed  the  liame  of  penitents^  becaufe  ^mfircb  iw^ 
I'Aefenitencey  or  repentance  and  forrow,  they  now  exprefled  for  f^  Syiia. 
ddiandoning  Hofein^  for  the  place  of  their  deflination.     He 
prft  advanced  to  NekhaiJah^  a  town  s^t  no  v?ry  great  diftance 
\^mCu/aj  being  the  place  appointed  for  the  general  render* 
Jmus.  in  the  new  moon  of  the  latter  Rabi:     When  he  arrived     '  . 
[Aere,  he  took  a  view-  of  the  caitip ;  and  being  not  a  little  fur-  • 
at  the  fmall  number  of  men  that  formed  it,  he  inftantly 
tcbed  two  of  his  horfe  to  Cu/ny  with  orders  to  cry  out  in     *     • 
iMbeftreets,  and  in  the  great  molque.  Vengeance  for  Hb^ 
'^^IN !  .  This  fo  alarmed  the  citizens,  that  they  aflembled  in 
numbers,  and  feveral  of  them  repaired  the  next  morning 
the  camp  at  Nokhailah.    Amongft  thefe  thei .  was  one  who 
■married  an  Arabian  lady,  the  moft  celebrated  beauty  of 
age,  on  whom  he  doaited  to  excefs;  and  another,  who    . 
a  perfon  of  di(Kn£tion,  that  had  adaughter  and  many  re^ 

MS.  Land.  num.  x6i.  -etIsM.  Abvlf^p.  ubifap.  Al  Kor,.  *" 

^HAM.  f.iU-  V.  33.    HosBiN  Waez,  in  comment,  ad  Al  Itor^ 
bbammed.  ibid.'  Yaitta,  Jallalq^ddik,  Ai.  6|ipAWi,^c«. 
'He RB EL.  BibHoth.  orient,  in  art.  jabia  Ben  ZacMa^  f,  /^'ji^ 
^2.    Abo  Jaapar  Al  Tabari   &  Al  Makin».  ubi  fup.  p.  57^    . 
lEOPHAN.  chronograph,  p.  300,  30^,  304.    Ocelev^s  hiiV.  of  . 
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latiDns;  both  of  whom  abandoned  every  thtng  tttt  was  dev 
and  valuable  to  them^  with  uncommon  alacrity,  on  diis  o&- 
cafion ;  the  former  faying  at  his  departure,  O  GoD  !  /  em* 
mend  to  thei  my  family  and  fny  child.  O  Goo  !  prefervtmk 
them  /  and  the  latter,  by  way  of  anfwer  to'his  dai^ter,  when 
ibe  afked  him  how  he  could  abandon  her,  Childy  thyfathtr 
fixes  from  his  fin  to  hisGoD.  Upon  the  arrival  of  thcfc  vo- 
lunteers, Solimdn  took  a  review  of  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, and  found  them  to  aooount'to  above  4000  eSe^w 
men ;  though  the  Cufans  had  promifed  to  fupply  him  with  it 
kaft  four  times  that  number.  Two  thou&nd^of  thofe  wh» 
had  engaged  to  attend  Soliman^  had  been  drawti  off  by  AUk* 
iar^  who,  tho'  a  pretended  friend  to  the  caufe  he  efpoufed,tiii 
tertained  very  indifferent  fentiments  of  the  military  capadl^  i 
pf  that  general ;  and  the  other  10,000  chofe  rather  to  viol^tt ; 
theh*  oaths,  and  abandon  the  engagements  they  had  enteral  ^ 
into,  than  to  rifn  the  rifk  of  being  cut  to  pieces  by  a  fupnior 
enemy.  However,  Soliman  did  not  negled  to  animate  hii 
men,  by  affuring  them,  that  they  were  to  fight  for  anothtf 
world,  and  not  for  this ;  and  that  therefore,  whatever  ibiofik 
be  the  fate  of  the  prefent  expedition,  they  might  depend  if* 
on  a  future  (late  of  eternal  and  uninterrupted  felicity,  k  i 
council  of  war  being  held,  two  plans  of  operations  were 

-   pofed  to  the  general ;  according  to  the  firft  of  which, 
troops  were  to  return  to  Cufa^  and  put  to  the  fword  all 
who  had  deferted  Hofein  in  that  city ;  but  the  latter  requi 
them  immediately  to  march  into  Syria,  and  take  vengi 
of  Obiidallah  there,  who  had  been  the  principal  caufe,  if 
the  abfolate  author,  of  the  deftru£Uon  of  that  Imam. 
for  feveral  weighty  reafons  and  confiderations,  meeting 
Soliman^  approbation,  he  made  the  neceffary  difcMofitions 
putting  it  in  immediate  execution ;  •  tho'  Ibrahim  Etn  Mi ' 
.     med  Eb»  Tilha,  Abiallah  Ehn  Zeheir's  cblieaor  of  the 
bute  at  Cufa,  and  Md'allab  Ebn  Tezrd^  the  governed  of 
city,  who  were  both  in  the  intereft  of  the  houfe  of  ^ 
did  their  utmoft  to  prevail  upon  him  to  fiifpend  his  m 
They  reprefented  to  Soliman,  that  they  fhould  ibon  be  ab 
:|L/fift  him  lA>th  with  money  and  troops;  and  that  as  Ob  ' 
lahj'hy  reafon  of  his  enormous  cruelty,  was  mortally  h 
that  province,  it  would  be  better  to  wait  for  him  tbett, 
the  people  would  moft  certainly  declare  againft  him,  and  v 
he  would  ibon  arrive,  than  to  attack  a  powerful  enemy  in 
own  country  with  fo  ihconfiderable  a  force.     But  Si' 
proving  deaf  to  fo  falutary  an  admonition,  Ibrahim  en 
voured  to  perfuade  him  to  remain  in  his  camp  at  leaft  tillkc 
could  furnifh  him  with  the  tribute  of  the  provinces ;  wtiA 

.  would  not  fail  of  animating  his  mciia  and  eoaUiflg  bin  t^ 


mStk  OD  wiA  ^ater  vigour  thf  miUcary  operation^.  :BtfC  ^ 
£nfc  ftill  continuing  refradory,  the  conferences  broke  oS 
witlioiit  fuccoft  >  aod  the  SbiiH  aTipy  decamped  frgm  ^^^ 
Umikh^  v^.qxdv  IQ  purfue  thieir  march  into  Syri4  wilbout 
dckry  *. 

Thi  firft  place  to  which  S^man  advanc<ed,  after  hie  de-  Andtyf^ 
partiire  ikom  iJekb^ilahj  was  £^x  vpon  the  J^upbratis\'ymmci$4^ 
wiiere»  upon  a  general  muflier»  he  (Qund  that  by  defertion  he^^^bai  - 
tad  UJk  looo  men.  Nor  was  he  joined  there  by  the  5^rfl-.HofeiB. 
^fii  of  B0fr9  and  AlMaJayMij  tbo'  th^y  had  promifed  him  a 
^poforoement ;  which  proved  a  great  difcouragement  |o  hia 
(roopa,  efpeciall]!  aa  they  had  received  certain  advice,  that 
Qkufaliab  was  upon  his  march  againft  them.  However,  S^ 
fMmn  put  a  good  face  upon  the  matter,  faying  to  \i\s  tnpn^ 
y  -The  X/OftD  doth  not  approve  of  their  going  out,  and  theie** 
f  foie  he  hath  withdrawn  them  for  our  advantage ;  where* 
^  fore  praife  ye  the  Lord."  Soliman  having  refumed  hia 
jtaarch,  and  contiimed  it  all  night,  he  arrived  the  next  mpfn* 
peat  Majbbad Ho/ei^,  or  $J^  ffpulcbre  of  the  taarty  iJ^Mns^ 
ware  the  army  ftaid  a  day  and  a  night,  in  order  XQ  pray  £91 
Ji^iiM^  to  b(^  bis  pardon  for  di^ferting  him,  and  to  perform 
Bpon  that  )ioly»  pure,  and  fuhlime  fpot  cbcir  devotions.  When 
piey  firfl  approached  tb^e  tomb,  they  all  cried  out  with  onf 
wice,  and  (bed  tears  in  the  rooft  copious  manner,  wtQ>ing 
fliat  jhey  had  all  died  with  him  ;  infomuch  that  a  nr>oFe  met 
^ficholy  and  moving  fcene  never  appeared.  Nay,  their  grusf 
aa  lb  intenfe  on  this  Qccafion,  thjcir  repentance  for  abandQiv* 
;  Hofnn  fo  iincere,  and  fo  fervent  their  devotion,  that,  when 
imin  commanded  them  to  march,  not  a  man  of  them  wpul4 
r  till  he  had  firft  ftood  upon  HoJeiiiC%  tomb,  and  aflced  hia 
don  for  what  had  happened.  Which  condudl  feemed  $^ 
ordinary  even  to  the  more  rational  Mohammedans  them^ 
,  that  one  of  them  then  prefent  fwore  that  be  never  faw 
crouding  about  the  black  Ji^m  in  the  temple  of  Mecca  it* 
In  order  to  fet  which  r^n^arlc  in  a  clear  light,  we  muft 
_  le^ve  to  remind  our  readers,  that  the  klackjlane  here  men^ 
»ped  is  a  ftone  fet  in  filver,  and  fixed  in  jS;he  fouth  eaft  cornef 
the  Caaka,  being  that  which  looks  towards  Bafra^  about 
inches  axid  one-third,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  feven 
from  the  ground,  held  ip  the  utmoft  veneration  by  th^ 
mmedansy  and  kiiTed  by  all  who  perform  the  pilgrimage 
Mecca  \  being  called  by  fome  of  them  the  right  hand  oj^ 
j>  $n  earth*  But  for  a  farther  account  of  this  ftone^  a$ 
as  of  every  thing  elfe  relating  to  the  temple  of  Mesca^ 

1  M^.Xtod,  nsn.  i$i.  et  Ism. Aivjkvs».  Jiki faf. 


1^      •  Thi  Wfiory  of  the  Arzhkl-  ai> 

yt  tnuft  refer  our  readers  to  a  preceding  part  of  thb 

work  uj 

J9>  andbii     From  Mdjhhad  Hofiin  the  ^ibi/^  army  marched  to  Hififi^ 

troops  are  and  from  theoce  to  A  I  Amhir^  or  Anbar^  a  city  of  /rit,  near  iher 

n//  f«/  /»  confluence  of  the  T:gris  and  the  Euphrates^  in  the  territoiy 

/^r^  h    Qi  Baghdad^  and  the  imperial  feat  of  Al  Safaby  the  h9iKbaM 

Oheid'alp  ^f  ^h^  houfe  of  Abbas.     From  w*fWr  Soliman  advanced  to  «#• 

^^*  dud ;  and  from  thence  to  Kayyarahj  where  he  ordered  his 

troops  to  pitch  theirtents.    They  had  not  been  long  here  be* 

fore  Soliman  received  a  friendly  letter  from  Abdallah  Ebn.  Tf* 

%idy  the  governor  of  Cufa  \  wherein  he  prefled  him  to  retun 

liome,  and  reprefented  to  him,  in  the  flrongeft  terms,  the  fol^ 

and  temerity  of  engaging  fo  powerful  an  army  as  wouM  be 

fent  againll  him  with  a  handful  of  men.  Abd*allab  concluded 

his  letter  with  thefe  remarkable  words :  *<  Do  not  fet  at  nought 

^^  my  advice,  nor  contradid  my  command.    Come  as  bod 

<*  as  my  letter  is  read  to  you.     GoD  turn  your  fiices  towanli 

*^  his  obedience,  and  your  backs  to  a  rebellion  againft  him.* 

But  Soliman  imagining  that  Ahd'allah  recalled  them  only  it 

order  to  fupport  Abd*ailah  Ebn  Zobeity  pcriifted  in  his  inten* 

tion  of  penetrating  into  Syria '^  telling  his  troops,  thatthqf 

would  never  be  nearer  the  two  Hofeinsy  meaning  Hofein  aM 

his  brother  Hafariy  to  whom  the  Shiitts  gave  that  name,  dw 

they  were  at  prefent ;-  and  that  if  they,  at  this  jundtiRi 

ihould  meet  with  death,  they  would  die  in  a  ftate  of  repent* 

ance,  and  confequently  obtain  a  remiffion  of  their  fuis.  Froa 

'Kayyarah  the  5i&if/^  general  moved  to  Haity  or  Haditzay  am 

other  town  of  IrSky  fituated  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  £tf> 

fhratesy  from .  whence  he  wrote  an  znhrti  to  Abfallab  Eh 

Tesdd'y  wherein  he  thanked  him  for  his  kind  letter,  but  fill 

that  he  could  not  accept  of  his  invitation.     To  which  htzit 

H,  that  his  men  confidered  themfelves  as  true  penitents,  aal 

therefore  refolved  to  continue  their  march,  and  leave  toGoi 

the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition.    From  Haditza  SoSmn  a^ 

vanced  to  KarkiftOy  a  city  of  Mefopotamiay  the  Cercufim^i 

the  later  Gruk  and  Roman  writers,  whofe  walls  weft  fai* 

rounded  by  the  Chahoroy  or  Moray  and  the  Euphrates  \  vd 

■    from  thence  to  Ainwerdoy  or  Ainwerdahy  where  the  Stfer§^ 

tifts  gave  out,  that  their  defign  was  to  depofe  both  the  Uh 

Ttfsy  and  fix  upon  the  MoJUm  throne  one  of  the  family  of  tk 

brophct.     But  here  a  flop  was  put  to  their  career,  theymertj 

Ing  with  the  juft  reward  of  their  temerity  and  prefumptiooi 

PoF,  Obeid'allah  Ebn  Ziyad  came  up  with  them  at  Jb' 

'«  lidem  ibid:    D'Herbel.  Bibl  orient,  in  art.  HouffainkUK 
taxvakkei  Al  ZamakhShai^.  Aqmed  E^n  Yi/tsF,  Poc.'iioc.ia< 
'   ^c,  hift.  Ar^ib,  p-  1 1 7>  &c.  ^iid,  Hifti  vol.  i.  f .  aoQ, 

win 


mi  fbe  Hijlciy  of  the  Arabs/  .  .   Mt 

fHdfW  Ras  Ain^  as  we  find  it  called  by  AbttUFara)^  witH 
ff  body  of  20,000  horfe ;  in  a  fhort  time  'brought  them  to  a 
glMil^on;  and,  ^fter  a  fharp  difpute,  cut  them  all' to 
ptawmpoft  the  fpot  ^. 

Sooir after  this  decifive  adion,  the  governor  of  Ci^a  releafed  MerwSn 
t/U^iUkar^  whom  he  had  before  ordered  to  be  confined,  at^'V/*  - 
thcfegQeft  ofAlAb^allahEbnOmar^yftho  had  married ^/it/<0iA- 
Ur%  fifter.    This  happened  a  Kttle  before  the  death  of  Mer^  . 
fBor,  who  departed  this  life  in  the  month  of  Ramadan,    It 
muft  here  be  remembered,  that,  after  Moawiyah*%  deceafe^ 
Abraii  was  ele£led  Khalifa  on  condition  that  Kb^Ud,  the  . 
jon  of  Tizidf  fhould  mount  the  Mojkm  throne  after  him,  and 
lib  own  children  be  excluded  from  the  fuccef&on ;  Kh&Ud  at 
diat  time  refufmg  to  take  the  government  upon  him,  on  ac-' 
count  of  his  tender  age.     To  (hew  the  purky  and  fincerity  of 
iiis  intentions  in  this  affair,  Merwdn  married  YezSfs  widow, 
who  was  Kbaleis  mother,  and  declared  that  he  would  never 
be  guilty  of  an  infradion  of  the  treaty  concluded' with  /TAi- 
Ui^  in  the  minuteft  particular.     However,  afterwards  alter-^ 
iDg  his  mind,  he  caufed  his  eldeft  fon  Ahfalmalic  to  be  pro*    ^     •  % 
chimed  his  lawful  fuccefTor;  which  fodifgufted  KhaUd^  who 
always  hated  him,  that  he  one  day  reviled  him  for  it,  before 
%  great  number  of.  the  nobility,  in  a  very  reproachful  man-  ^ 

oer.  This  fo  incenfed  Mtrwan^  that  he  called  him  baftard  ; 
-which  his  mother  being  informed  of  by  the  child,  (he  vowed 
I  Id  be  revenged  of  him  for  fo  grievous  ah  affront.     In  confe* 

Juence  of  which  refolution,  (he  foon  after  poifoned  him,  as  we 
nd  alierted  by  fome  of  the  Arab  hiilorians,  or,  as  others  will 
feve  it,  fmothered  him,  by. laying  a  pillow  on  bis  face,  when 
:  fte  was  afleep,  and  fitting  upon  it  till  he  was  dead.     However. 
Mujaafar  AlTabari  feems  to  intimate,  xYiztMer^Sn  died 
tf  the  plague ;  and  not  a  word  is  faid  of  his  wife's  being  even 
h  any  manner  acceflbry  to  his  death  by  Abu*l-Fardj.     Some 
authors  make  bim  to  have  been  fixty  three,  and  others,  with 
fDore  probability,  feventy-one  years  of  age,  at  the  time  of  his 
i^th.  His  wife,  fay  thofe  who  believe  that  (he  deflroyed  him, 
[Igave  out  that  he  died  fuddenly.     He  reigned  298  days,  or,  as 
I  Mhers  affirm,  eleven  months,  if  we  compute  from  the  rc- 
iiewal  of  his  inauguration.     We  find  it  intimated  bv  Tbeo^ 
j^wiis^  that  tht  Arabs  ele£ted  Abd'allab  Ebn  Zobeir  Khali f  at 
Xktbreby  or  AUdina^  which  he  denominates  Mtbribj  and  the 

'  ^  MS.  Laud.' num.  161.  ubi  fop.  Golii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p, 
I24,  234*  256.    Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  et  Al  Maki^,  ubi 
lap.  p.  95.    ZosiM.  lib.  iii.  c.  12,  13.    Eutrqp.  lib.  U-  c.  2, 
;8£ZT.  Rup.  c.  xxii.  PRocop.Perfic.lib.  ii.  c'  5.  Ammian.  Mk%t 
'  CELLiN.  ]ib:):xrri.  c.  11.    Abit  Jaafar  Al  Tabar».  &4^  M^*    * 
l(i»^  Qbi  int,  p.  57.  Gr|q.  Abv^l-F amj»  abi  fap.  p.  198. 
'    •  Syrtam 
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Syrians  Mfrwdn^  called  by  him  Maruam^  at 
where,  according  to  this  writer,  he  reigned  about  nin 
jPiimyJius  Tilmannfii  makes  Te%idj  Merwdn^  and 
to  have  reigned  in  continual  fucceiEoo,  and 
takes  no  notice  of  JbiPallab  Ebn  Zobtir  and 
'Tis  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  he  (hould  have 
a  year  upon  the  Mojlem  throne.     For  this  m 
counted  for,  if  we  fuppofe  his  Khalifat  to  have 
the  death  of  Tevud.    It  ought  to  be  remarked 
D*Herbekt  is  guilty  of  a  miftake,  when  he 
Xoan^s  authority  was  recognized  by  all  the 
Mofitn  empire,  after  the  defeat  of  i)tfiy^  i^ 
lie  left  his  fon  Jbi'almaUcj^kti  bis  death,  m 
tfie  fovereignty  of  all  thofe  provinces.    Por> 
ibn  Zobeir  was  invefted  with  the  fupreme  auth 
when  Abd'almalic  afcended  the  5yrfi?»  throne, 
reduced  till  the  73d  year  of  the  Hejra^  is  attefidlll^  the  hcl 
jlrabic  writers,  and  even  by  M.  D^Herbelot  himlUf i  and  willi  '■ 
aa-we  fully  perfuade  purfelves,  in  the  fequel  Of  tnis  hifioiyi 
moft  clearly  appear  ^. 
A^tf  &-     As  to  his  perfon,  M^rwdn  was  tall  and  of  a  thin  habit  of 
riidmt      ][>ody.    He  had  blue  or  grey  eyes,  and  red  or  yellowifli  hain 
5^*^-     He  was  furnamed  Ebn  Tandy  or  the  fan  of  toe  expelled  \  hii 
father  Al  Hakem  having  been  banUhed  by  Mebamrned  to  A ! 
Tayefy  or  fVaj^  for  divulging  a  fecret  that  had  been  imparted, 
to  him*    He  continued  in  exile  during  the  reigns  of  Abu  Bea^ 
and  Omar^  but  was  recalled  by  Otiwdn-,  to  whom  this  w^, 
afterwards  obje^ed  as  on^  of  his  greateft,  crimes.     His  fecrev^ 
tary  was  Sofian  Ebn  Abrddy  or,  according  to  others,  AbJPakii^ 
Ebn  Awsi  his  Kadif  or  judge,  Ebn  Idris.Al  Holwdniy  ^ 
captain  of  his  guards,  lahya  Ebn  Kais ;    his  chambcr!aji|| 
^bu  Sahly  his  fervant,  who  was  a  b/aciy  or  negrc^  and  h^ 
inother's  freed-man.     Eutychisa  fixes  the  duration  of  hisiOxi*; 
lifat  precifely  at  nine  months,  and  Abi^l-Faraj  at  feveaand| 
few  di^s  -y  in  which  he  differs  from  all  other  authors.    IM 
died,  ^nd  was  buried,  at  Damafcusy  and  his  fon  Abd'alm^m 
performed  the  funeral- fervice  over  him.    He  expired,  as  hw 
'  been  already  obferved,  in  the  month  of  RamadaHy  or,  as  f%^ 
/y^i&iWx  will  have  it,  in  the  {oTmer  Rabiy  and  the  65th  year  (i|; 
the  Hejray  corresponding  with  the  year  of  our  Lord  605  U  . 

'^.Axu  Jaa»ar  Al  TabAr.  et  Al  Macin,  tibi  fup.  Ml^! 
Laad.  num.  161.  et  Greg.  AbuVFaraj,  ubi  fup.  Thbopbav. 
(chronograph,  p.  300.  Djon  vs.  Telmarb^s.  apud  Jof.  SioiDQiV 
S^fleman.  in  fiiblioth.  orieot.'Clementino- Vatican,  torn.  ii.  p.  i04 
lit  et  ipfe  Jos.  Simon.  Assemam.  ibid.  D'Herbbl.  BiWoth.  w, 
ent.  in  art.  Marfan,  p.  5^^.  et  in  art.  JbtPallah  EbuZobair^  p.^ 

y  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  et  Al  Mkkiv,  ubi  fup.  £ar« 
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ALBC,  the  fon  of  MtrwoM^  >wboIfiio(Mdf4  lifm,  JM4W* 

diog-tD  Mulftia^  wsffinaajgumfecti  pn  cfae  34  49qr  ^^  w 
Ratnaien^  being  the  very  day  on  which  his'fii-  /«/*«#• 
mother  was  i/y^,  the  daughter  of  AlAn  Eh  Mcrwin 
Aij  or,  according  to  othen,  of  M^dwiytibSh  Su  isc 
W/^j  £te  Gmwrjw  £in  AbiShms.    Spow  ^*^a*»^ 
it,  at  the  time  of  his  tnauguration,  be  Jiad  the 
\  in  his  lap ;  .which ffoUing  up,  bedMi^ 
on  taking  the  oath  of  aUfgiance  tp  himi 
or  determine,  between  me  and  thee/'  ffillt 
Is  related  by  Abtdfrda  in  a  differentmanRen 
twhen  the  news -of  his^fathrr's  death  we| 
^Uc^  the  mefiengers  ibtmd  htm  with  thu 
aid  poiition ;  and  that  heoeuponfoldiogii 
^  1^),  hefidtf/^i'muft  take  my  leare  of  diee  now."    But  tbit 
I  idatioi),  tlid*<Mfewed  by  Mr.  Ockliy^  ought  .to  rbeconfidered# 
en  manv  accMttt,  ai  much  more  im  prdbaUe  thair the.other  ^» 

htJfKhhhn  %vn  ZpBEOt,  who  had  been«k<9ed  Kialifni%jf{^ 
\f  the  ^rabs^  'ftrll  hdding  his  refidence  at  Ahaa^  Ahfabnike  Msper* 
;  H^ouU  not  pemnEt  his  fubjeds  to  vifit  thetemple  there ;  and,»^«  /^i> 
^ftr  that  reafon,'  ordered  the  temple  ztjerufoleh  to  he^46  txk'^.  fUgrimiigt 
cd  as  to  takeihe  fto'ne,  or  rather  the  fteps^  on  which  Onwr  *»  the  tem^ 
formerly  prffped,  and  on  which  the  Ahjlims  .hiA  hehv^P^  ^'^]^ 
iKfied  a  mofque,.  into  the  body  of  the  chvrch.    The  whole  m&lcm^ 
iring,  therefore,  thus  in  a  manner  conyerted  into  ^  mofque^  .  . 

^  Syrians  performed  their  pilgrimage  thither,  as  the  i/iwiia 
mier  Ai^aUsth\s  juriOidion  did  ftill  to  theo£irtffe.  Notjcon^ 
ftat  with  this,  Abialm&Uc  defired  the  Cbxiftians  of  Mataajitfi 
[iDdelifer  info  hfs  hands  one  of  their  churches  «Kointiiir  to 
pAe  cathedral  there.  Upon  which,  they  fhewed  htin  the  m^ 
ment  drawn  up  and  iigned  by  Kb^Bhn  Al  fffalU;  whea 
city  was  taken  in  the  Kbal/fai  of  Omar  i  by  which^e  poi^ 
n  of  that  and  the  other  CArifiiun  churches  was  for  everfir-* 
ed  to  them.  M^talmiUt  then  oiFered  them  a  large  (urn  xS 
,  and  gave  them  leave  to  boild  another  church,  in  lieaof 
what  part  of  the  town  they  pleafcd.  Bat  not  being  hereby 
uoed  to  part  with  it,  he  left  it  in  tbetr  poCeffion ;  not  ]i«^« 
it  proper  ompedient  at  this  jundtire,  when  he  haid .« 

fres.  nbtfop.  p.;)64,  36;.  6aBo..iURrfi.iFARiLj9  abi'ibp.:p«; 
^  Al  MAKiNy  in  hift.  Saracen,  lib.  i.  c.  12.  p.  58* 
•  Aiv'L-FaitAj,  ubifup.<p.:i98,.i^9.  laid.ABV&Fap.'hift. 
.  EitTYca.  ttbi  fiip.  :p.  $64^  365.  Ooi^uur?!  hifi.  jof  th«  SH^ 
vol.  ii.  p.  199.  .  .    t 
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.'  powerful  enemy  to  contend  wUh^  to  take  it  frbn  tihefnPj 
force*.  '         :  .  •  ;*, 

AlMokl-     i^HB  following  year,  AlMokbtar^  wbo  bad  found  nttriiL 
'  'ptfutt     during  bis  imprifonment,  to  ke&p  up  a  corre(pohdence  iqK* 
hkifelfin  the  JTectades,  being  informed  of  Soliman's  fate,  which,  Mai 
motion^      (he  moment^f  thaf  general's  departure,  he  had  expe6ted^  b6i 
. ' '  gan  tof)Ut  himfelf  in  motion.     hsAtdPaUah  £ht  ZfiUktSSk 

*  Supported  himfelf  in  Arabia  againft  the  new  Syrian  Kha^^ 

'*'  lie  thought  this  a  proper  time  to  put  bis  defign  in  ciflbcvs 

tion ;  and  therefore  having  received  a  commiffioh  frqm  A 
'    .JidchiU^  the  fon  of  Mohammfdj  the  fon  Qi  AUj  the  great /moi^  '\ 
0r  head  of  the  fe£t  in  a  Kncal  fucceffion,  o6nftitutiiig  him »^^ 
neral  of  all  his  forces,  he  took  the  command  of  the  Shm* 
army  upon  him- .  This  was  for  fome  time  oppofed  by  Ihr^,'\ 
^  bim  Ehh  AJbtUr^ .  a  man  of  confiderable  intereft  amongft  tbk  i 
fe£taries ;  but,  upon  Al  Moibtar*s  producing  his  comn^on,  b^-J 
^quiefced  in  themeafures  that  had  been  taken^  and  AIMM^X 
tar  was  uhiverfally  acknowleged  generaliffimo  of  the  forcm 
aflembled  to  demand  the  blood  of  HofeWy  or,  in  other  words^^ 
'  to  take  vengieahce  of  the  murderers  of  that  Imam,    Nay,  ae*  'j 
cording  to  Ahulfeda^  he  was  formally  inaugurated  Kbalif^ftt^^ 
.  .  the  following  terms;  that  he  ihould  govern  according  to  Mi 
contents  of  the  Book  of  Gob,  and  the  traditions  of  hii^ 
.  apoftle,  and  deftroy  all  the  murderers  of  Hcfein.    In  coi 
quenee  of  which  agreement,  he  killed  Shamer^  Kawla^  wl 
"'         *   carried  HofeuCz  head  to  ObeiiTaUah^  and  Amer^  who  coi 
.  '  ^  manded  the  army  that  defeated  the  troops  of  that  Imam, 

.   bead  of  Jfrner^  together  with  that  of  his  fon,  he  feat.to  Af» 
.  .    hammed  Ebn  Hqnifiyah ;  and  put  A(U  Ebn  Hatbem^  whom 
had  taken  prifoher,  into  the  hands  of  the  Shiites^  who 
ped  bim  and  ibot  him  with  arrows,  ih  the  fame  manner 
.    .   lie  had  ferved  the  fon  of  AH.     We  muft  not  forget  to  ol 
Ibrve,  that,  according  to  Ebnja^al  AlAndalufi^  an  ^rab 
thor  of  Spaitiy  one  Mafarjowyah^  a  ynx;(/&  phyucian  of  Bajri 
iioyxA^^th'm^^'KhalifatoiMtrwan^    He  translated  the 
dical  pande^  oi  Aaron  the  prefbyter  into  the  Arabic  ton 
A  remarkable  ftory  has  been  told  of  him  by  one  Ayub  Ebn 
Hakim ;  for  the  particidar^  of  which  we  muft  bqg  leave  to 
ftt  our  curious  readers  to  Abu*l-Paraj  ^. 
ji  pacific       Al  Moi^tar  EbkAbu  Obeidah  Al  Thakifx  havl 
cation  com-  nceived  advice,  that  Mi.almaUc  had  fent  an  army  to  reduce 
tlnitd  be-  ialiab  Ebn  Zobetty  and  that  a  body  of  the  Khalifa  troops  wi 
iwifi,Ah'  p0ft^  upon  the  frontiers  of  7ra/l,> which  he  appcehended  mii 

•  *  Ism.  AButFti>.  ec  AlMakin.  ubi  fup.   Buttch.  abi 
^-Isiif.  AtiJtFtD.  «ibi  fup4   MS.  Laud.  \d  ^ibK  BodL  Oxon. 
i^i*  Al  Makin  etGRSG.  Asv^l-Far'ajj  ubiff^p.    ,  .«ti 

''  *    *       .  ^  attack 


'^  fbi  Hgtoty  of  ih  Arabs;  ij^    • 

Indsef)  advanced  againft  him  with  a  ftrong  detachment  from  K6n  Zo« 
A^rtf ;  be  wrote  a  &ceitftil  letter  to  Jhd^aUaAywhercin  he  of-  beir  ^/.  . 
fored  tomarch  to  his  affiftance,  at  the  head  of  all  his  forces.  M-.  t^^fi^- 
d*tfiU,iDanfw6r  to  chat  letter,  afiiired  him,  that,  as  foon  as  he^''*^^ '     . 
had  &dsfied  him  of  the  fincerity  of  his  allegiance,  by  receiving  «* 
thciiiffiages  of  his  men  for  him,  he  ihould  Jopk  upon  him  as  his. 
fiMod^aiid  not  fiend  any  forces  into  his  country.  To  which  be  ^  -  -/ 

\  added,  diat,  for  the  prefent,  he  could  not  give  him  a  more  con- ,  ',  "    ' 

I  tincing  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  his  intentions,  than  by  fending . 
llSf  body  of  troops,  with  all  poffible  e^Kpedition,  to  watch  the  mo«*  / 
|lioDs  of  the  Kbalifji/bitalmdlec's  army,  that  was  then  pofted  at .  "    •.    . 
PilUra,  As  loon  as  this  anfwer  came  ta  hand,  Al  Mekhtar  di£-    .    . 
fBlched  SerjabU  Ebn  fFars^  one  of  his  officers,  with  a  body  of  * 
3000  men,  confifting  chiefly  of  flaves,  tbo-e  being  but  700    .; 
JMs  amoogft  them,  to  Medina  i  commanding  him,  iipon 
ilis  arrival  there,  to  write  tohim  from  thence  for  farther  orders, , 
fits  defiga  herein  was  to  fend  an  Emir  immediately  to  Medina    '    ' 
feo  command  thofe  troops,  whilft  Serj(^H^  at  the  head  of  an* 
oAer  body  of  the  Shiite  forces,  ihould  form  the  fiege  of  Mecca^ 
at  that  time  the  rcfidcncc  of  AbfaUab  Ebn  Zobeir.    But  Ab^ . 
iaIkbjWA  having  received  homAl  Mokhtar  thefe  curity  here-      .   *.     , '  '    • 
fttied,  was  refolved  to  be  upon  his  guard  ;  and  therefore  fent 
Mas  Ebn  Sahd  to  Medina^  with  a  detachment  of  aoob  men  j      , 
pderiog  him  to  treat^/  Adokbtar*s  troops  as  friends,  if  he  found .  •    ..  ** 

ptm  really  in  his-  intereft;  but,  if  otherwiic,  to  ufe  his  ut-,    .• 
|U)ft  endeavours  to  deftroy  them.  •  Ahbas^  upon  ]i)is  arrival  at; 
fUtdinaj  not  being  abJe  to  perfuade  S^rjabil  to  march  wit)i 
Hai  ti>  DMora,  very  juftiy  entertained  a  fufpicion  of  him, 
Hbwever,  he  diJTembled  this,  till  he  found  an  opportuni^  of.   .    \ 
kftributing  a  few:.(heep.ao:»ongft  Al.Mokbtar*s  troops,  reduced         '  '    '  '     . 
Ikieft  to  the  laft  extremity  for  want  of  provifions;  which  ex-       .'-''■ 
iited  them  to  difperfe  thenifelves  over  the  adjacent  territory,  in 
ider  to  fupply  the  camp  with  what  neceflaries  they  could  col- 
^  This  being  obferved  by  AbbaSy  he  adv.anced  at  the  head.  '  -^ 

|(f  bis  troops,  to  the  enemy's  .tents,  foon  made  himfelf  mafter 
i  them,  killed  Serjabil  himfelf^  with  feventy  of  his  men^ 
m  fpafed  all  the  reft,  who  accepted  of  the  quarter  offered 
km,  except  about  300,  who  were  afterwards  put  to.  the  .  •  .  '  ' 
pud.  AlMokbtar  fearing  this  difafter  might  intimidate  Mo--, 
wKmd  Ebn  Hanifiyahy  at  the  fame  time  that  he  acquainted^ 

Mritfa  it,  oflfered  to  fuppprt  him  with  a  powerful  arniy.  .  ' 
^Aifibammid  ^efufed  fuch  afliftance ;  telling  htm  in  the  an- 
he  wrote,  that  his  intention  was  to  have  recourfe  only  to 
Ipfic  meafures ;  and  before  the  meiTenger,  which  he  fent  to 
]|W#*j&/i?r, departed,  be  fald,'  '<  Defire  him  to  fear  God,  and 
iaMaia  from  all  effuTioh  of  blood."  But  tho'  Mghamrmd 
1-*      :  -  '  .      '  Ebn 


&n*  Hitmfyai^  and' all  the  rdl  oi  AH's^iamAfi  beh&Td  n 
Mttta  in  a  very  tnoffisnfive  manner^  and  were  fo  far  &omt»* 
citing  any  commotions  there,  that  they  did  their  utmoft  n 

Sefenre  the  pubUe  tranquillity  and  repofe ;  y^sx  AhiaMriki 
oifiirnot  thinking  himfelf  fafe  as  long  as  they  refufed  a  le- 
oignition  of  bis  authority,  imprifoned  them,  together  widi 
ieventeen  of  the  principal  Cdfans^  fet  a  guard  over  them,  and 
thmttened  to  put  them  to  death,  and  reduce  their  bodies  A 
terwards^  to  aChes,  if,,  within  a  limited  time,  they  did  not  tafe 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him^  Al  Mckhtofj  being  informed  of 
the  diftreflcd  (ttuation  they  were  in,  fent  a  body  of  750  hofig^ 
undtr  the  command  of  Abu  Ab^aUab  Al  Jodali^  to  Mgua^  ti 
releafb  them.  Al  JoJaU  not  only  executed  his  orden  with, 
great  bravery,  but  likewtfe  took  Ahd'allab  himfelf  prifonov 
aMd  would  have  cut  him  to  pieces  on  the  fpot,.  had  not  Mh 
bammed  prevented  fuch  an  zSt  of  violence,  and  compofed  A 
differences  to  the  mutual  fatisfadion  of  both  parties,  by  Ui 
timely  interpofition.  Abu  Ah^allah  Al  J^dali^  or  rather  Mit 
tammed  himfelf,  difiributed  a  fum  of  money  he  brou^twid^ 
him  amongft  4000  of  Ali^9  friends,  in  order  to  make  thai 
fome  ameods  for  tiie  lofles  they  had  fuftained.  When  MAm 
ified  Ein  Hanifiyah  was  deli  vered  from  the  prifon  near  the  wdl 
Ziemzemj  in  which  he  had  been  confined,  the  time  allowil 
bim  to  make  his  fubmiffion  to  Abdallab  vras  within  two  d^, 
oif  being  expired  J  and  a  fufBcient  quantity  of  wood,  and 
clAnbuftible  materials,  was  prepared  for  burning  both 
and  his  companions,  if  they  had  not  been  fet  at  lii 
the  Shiite  horfe.  One  of  die  perfons  confined. mth 
nud  Ehn  Hamfiyab  was  Abd'aUah  Ebn  Ayady  a  man 
esteemed  by  the  followers  of  Alu  Notwithftanding  die 
jft6Si^'iA<myMohammdEhn  Hanifiyah,  after  a  diftribudon  of. 
Makhtar  Ehn  Ahu  ObeidaV^  money  amongft  thofe  that  attem 
fatm^had  been  made,  for  his  farther  fecurity,  took  poft  oa 
mountain  near  Mecca  with  a  body  of  4000  mitvk  ^. 
dbeid*al-  The  Cufanr  having  reoeived  advice,  that  Merwin^ 
lab  Ebn  his  death,  had  fent  Obeid'allah  with  a  powerful  army  t 
Ziyid  de-  their  city,  and  even  given  him  a  permiffion  to  plunder  it 
fifijed  and  three  days  tiogether,  appointed  Tezid  Ebn  Arei^  a  man  of 
killed.  diaunted  courage,  to  command  the  forces  they  raif^  to  0[ 
him.  But  Mtrw&n  dying  before  Oheid^aUah  could  ejceciitc 
orders,  an  end  was  put,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  to  the  i 
tended  expedition.  However,  the  Cufam  remembering 
aiid  Al  Mtikhtar  now  being  at  leifure  to  chaftize  that 
for  fuggefling  fuch  an  enterprise  to  Merwaa^  as  well  asfer 
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jluider  oflkfiiny  which  ftill  was  the  pretext  for  all  the  ho- 
fie  proceedings  of  the  fedaries ;  thev  aflembled  a  body  of 
troops,  in  their  turn,  to  aft  oiFenfiveiy  againft  Obeid*a/laJk^ 
aod  even  the  Syrian  Kbalifhimklfy  if  he  Ihould  think  fit  to 
fopportbiiD.    There  was  one  thing  very  remarkable  in  the 
pi^antions  made  for  this  expedition.    Jl  Mokhtar  caded  a 
portable  throne  fo  be  made,  in  which  he  pretended  there  was 
teedmig  myfterious ;  telling  the  people,  that  ^^  it  would  be 
^  of  the  fame  ufe  to  them  that  the  ark  was  to  the  children  of 
^  IfratV*    Wherefore  he  ordered  it  to  be  carried  on  a  mule 
with  the  forces  that  were  to  march  againft  Oheiiallah^  and  a 
{ilajerto  be  faid  before  it,  conceived  in  the  following  terms : 
^  OGod!  grant  that  we  may  live  long  in  thy  obedience; 
^  help  us,  and  do  not  forget  us,  but  proted  us."  To  which 
Ae  people  anfwered,  Anun^  Amen.    By  this  ftratagem,  than 
Mich  nothing  could  have  been  devifed  more  proper  to  ani* 
Ibatea  body  of  ignorant  hot>headed  enthufiafts,  the  Cufan 
iwopft  wejse  infpired  with  fuch  fortitude  and  refolution,  that 
Brmm  EhnAfitar^  AlMoibtar*s  general,  found  it  no  difficult 
flutter  to  lead  them  againft  the  enemy.    In  fine,  being  de- 
termined to  adt  oflFenuvely,  he  attacked  OMd*allah*$  camp  ; 
il^  after  a  (harp  engagement,  forced  it,  put  that  general  and 
aiany  of  his  men  to  the  fword,  and  drove  a  greater  number 
^them  into  a  neighbouring  river,  where  they  ail  immediateljF 
licrifhed.    Ibrahim  cut  ofF  OheiiTallab's  head,  which,  with 
te  others,  he  fent  to  AlAfoibtar^  and  afterwards  reduced  his 
J  to  afl^s.  This  viSory  the  Cufans  afcribed  intirely  to  the 
or  throne,  and  confequently  almoft  idolized  it  for  a  long 
aft^r.   We  are  told  by  fome  Arab  authors,  that  the  army 
ded  by  Obei^allab  Ebn  Ziyad  confifted  of  70,000 
I,  of  whom  10,300  were  killed  in  the  adion  j  and  that 
lofs  fuftained  by  Ibrahim  fcarce  amounted  to  370  men« 
that  as  it  will,  the  vidory  was  t:omplete ;  infomuch*  that 
^^m,  or  Nijibis^  Sinjar,  and  Dara^  or  Doras,  without  the 
oppofition,  furrendercd  to  the  vidors.    This  great  fuceeis 
red  the  fedaries  fo  formidable,  that  they  begaui  to  enter- 
thoughts  in  earneft  of  fixing  either  Mohammed  Ebn  Hani* 
,  or  fome  other  of  AlPs  family,  upon  the  MoJUm  throne  ^* 
The  fame  year  the  late  battle  was  fought,  that  is,  the  Al  Mokh- 

of  the  Hejra,  Abiallah  Ebn  Zobeir  fent  his  brother  tar  de- 
fab  to  govern  Bajra,  Al  Mokhtar  was  then  abfolute  mz&tr/eated  and 
Citfa,  where  he  put  all  to  the  fword  who  would  not  join^^'^^^^ 
I,  in  order  to  revenge  the  murder  of  Hofein,     Upon  Af«-  Mus'ab, 
W%  arrival  at  Bajra,  he  went  into  the  mofque  there,  afcended 
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^'  \'       the  pulpit,  and  made  a  fpeech  to  the  people.  His  predeceifori!! 
Maretb  fat  bnie  flep  below  him.   In  his  fpeech,  amongftot&er 
'    things^  he  refleded  upon  Ab^filmalec^  and  that  part  of  the 
Modern  empire  which  fubmltted  to  him^  and  extolled  the  coo- 
dud  of  the  Arabs  who  obeyed  the  orders  of  his  brother  i6- 
Td^allab,^    Then  he  told  the  BafranSy  that  as  they  ufuallygave 
nanieS)  or  rather  furnames,  to  their  EmirSy  he  would  tale 
' .     the  liberty  to  aflume  that  of  Hejaz,     Soon  after  which,  one 
*      Shebet  came  to  Baft  a  ^  upon  ^  crop-eared  bob-tailed  mule, 
from  Cufny  with  his  cloaths  rent,  crying  out,  Ya  gautha^  Ti 
gautha^  Help  !  Help  !    He  was  attended  by  many  of  the  prin* 
.    cipal  Cufans^  who  complained  bitterly  of  Al  Mokhtar\  cnrf 
and  tyrannical  adminifiration ;  and  begged  Mui*ah  to  maidl 
.-;-  with  an  army  againft  him.     This  petition  Mus*ab  vcryrca-* 

'..  '  \  dily  complied  with,  and  wrote  immediately  to  Al  MonaM^ 
his  lieutenant  mPerfta^  to  come  and  join  him  with  the  Pir^ 
Jian  forces ;  which  at  iaft,  tho'  with  fome  relu<9ance,  be  di4| 
After  this  jun<%on,  Mus^ab  and  Al  Mohalleb  advanced  at  tbe 
head  of  their  troops  into  the  territory  of  Cufa^  forced  AlMotbut 
to  a  general  adion,  overthrew  him  with  great  (laughter,  su4 
.  .  ■    obliged  him  to  {hut  himfelf  up  in  the  cafHe  of  Cttfa,  Tbithcfj 

Mus*ab  purfued  him,  and  laid  fiege  to  the  place.     Al  Mokktt 
for  fome  time  made  a  brave  defence ;  but  being  at  lafi  killc(|| 
;  .    .  ./;  his  men  furrendered  at  difcretion.     They  amounted  to  aboiti 
f  •  ,  7000  in  all,  and  were,  on  account  of  the  outrages  they  hai 
.  .'   -         committed,  every  one  of  them  put  by  Mus'ab  to  the  fword«i 
.-  A-fartbiT      This  blow,  which  for  the  prefent  at  leaft  put  an  end  to  a 
.  4^««^/^  their  towering  proje£^s,  was  siven  the  Motazalites  in  th| 
•  ite  great  month  of  Ramadan,  and  the  07th  year  of  the  Hejra,    Til 
r^/o/^Al  immediate  confequence  of  which  was  the  fubmiflion  oiC&fi 
Mdkhtar.  and  its  diflriS,  to  Mus'ab  ;  after  which,  Ibrahim  Ebn  Aj 
took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  /fld'allah  Ebn  Zobeir.    This 
did  at  the  invitation  of  Mus^ab,  who,  being  npw  maflet 
Irak,  had  him  abfolutely  in  his  power.     After  this  importstii^ 
conqueft,  Mu^ab  appointed  Mohalleb  Ehn  Abu  Safra  to  pcej 
fide  oytx  Mawfel  upon  the  TigrtSy  together  with  the  pro 
'  .    '    '         vinces  of  Armenia,  Mefopotamia,  and  Aderbijan.     As  for  i 
Afokhtar,  he  was  killed  in  the  fixty  feventh  year  of  his  aj' 
after  he  had  worfted,  in  feveral  engagements,  tjic  generals 
Yexidy  Merwan,  and  Abialmalec,  and  made  himfelf  mal 
of  the  Babylonian  Irak,   of  which  Cufa,  was  the  capit 
He  never    pardoned   any  one   who   had    declared   hioif 
an  enemy  to  the  houfe  of  Hdjhem,  or  who  had  been  ii; 
4ny. manner  concerned  in  t1ie  murder  of  Hofein.    He  wll 
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I  imzmei^lThaktfiy  as  being  originally  of  the  tribe  of  T^a- 
i  i^  and  boafted  that  he  had  deftroyed  50,oc3o  of  the  ad  he- 
rents  of  the  houfc  of  Ommiyahy  exclufive  of  thofe  that  were 
flain  in  the  battles  which  he  fought.     He  left  fevenil  children  . 
behind  him,  fome  of  whom  fo  fignalized  themfelvqs  by  tbeir 
glorious  aSions,  that  a  book  was  afterwards  written  by  an 
oriental  iiUthoXf  intithd,  yfnwaralathurf  fifdhi  banu'Jl  Mokh- 
tar;  which  contained  an  accurate  account,  of  all  the  illuf- 
trious  atchievements  of  /llMokhtar  and  his  defcendcnts.  We 
muft  beg  leave  here  to  obferve,  that  M.  D'Herbelot  is  guilty  of 
'  a  great  mift^ike,  when  he  tells  us,  that  M  Mokhtar  was  found 
under  an  elephant's  feet  at  the  battle,  or  in  the  war,  of  Khalbar^ 
lind  that  this  war  happened  in  the  Khalifat  of  Omar,  For  the         *    . 
expedition  againfl:^A/?/^tfr  was  undertaken  by  the  prophet  him- 
iMj  in  the  fcventh  year  of  the  Hejra ;  and  <ronfequently  our 
kero  Al  Mokhtar  could  not  then  have  been  above  feven  years 
of  age  ^. 

The  next  year,  the  Azarakites^  fo  denominated  from  Nafe  Tbt  Aza-    . 
Ehn  Al  Azaraky  the  author  of  their  feft,  affembled  a  coofider-  rakitcs 
able  force  in  Perfia^  and  made  an  irruption  into  Irak,     They  o^er'\  • 
advanced  almoft  to  the  gates  of  Cufa,  and  penetrated  to  Ai  ^brtnvtz  By 
Jfadyen,    As  they  acknowledged  no  eftabliflied  governmental^  Omar 
either  temporal  or  fpiritual,  and  were  fworn  enemies  to  the'-'^  ^^ 
houfe  of  Ommsyahy  they  committed  terrible  ravages  in  the  ^^^^  ^^ . 
miiQeoi  AhwdZy  and  in  every  other  part  of  the  Moflem  T^*?™*^* 
ritories  through  which  they  moved.     They  carried  their  '      • 

cceflcs  fo  far  as  to  murder  all  the  people  they  met  with,  to  .     * . 

open  wooien  with  child,  and  to  exercife  every  fpecies  of  V 

icky  upon  the  MoJUms  of  all  denominations,  without  di- 
inSion  of  fex  or  age.     One  of  them  being  defirous   of 
ring  a  lady  of  tranfcendent  piety,  as  well  as  beauty,  an- 
icr  faid  to  him,  "  What !  thou  enemy  of  God,  thou  art 
captivated  with  her  beauty,  and  haft  denied  the  faith  !"  and 
iftantly  killed  her.  The  governor  of  Mawfel  and  Mefopota- 
'»,  being  informed  of  thefe  unparalleled  outrages,  marched 
linft  them  with  a  body  of  fele6t  troops,  came  up  with  them 
a  place  called  SautlaJt,  and  carried  on  a  brilk  war  againit 
em,  for  the  fpace  of  eight  months,  without  intermiilion  $    \ 
ring  which  interval  many  (harp  engagements  happened.  In 
ic  partof  this  term,  their  leader  Nafe  Ebn  Al  Azarak  died, 
was  fucceeded  by  Katri  Ebn  AlFojat  5  under  whofe  con- 
they  continued  their  depredations.     Mus*ab  being  not 
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pleafed  with  his  lieutenant  Mahleb^  or  M  Mohatteh^  Abufafra's 
management  of  the  war,  recalled  him,  and  fubilituted  in  hi$> 
room  Omar  Ebn  Abd^allah  Al  Temimi^  who  gave  the  /zara- 
kit€s  a  great  overthrow  at  Naifabur  in  Khorajan^  put  many  of 
them  to  the  fword,  and  purfued  the  reft  as  far  as  Jfpahan  ani 
the  province  of  Kermdn-,  Here  having  received  a  reinforce- 
ment, they  returned  into  the  province  of  Ahwazy  and  did  ia- 
credible  damage  to  the  country  through  which  they  pail'ed. 
5ut  Omar  advancing  a  fecond  time  againft  them,  they  retired 
at  ht$  approach  to  Al  Madayen^  and  plundered  the  diftridbe* 
Fonging  to  that  city  in  a  dreadful  manner.  However,  Omt 
purfuing  them  hither  alfo,  they  fled  firit  into  Ksrman^  and 
afterwards  into ,  Khorafan,  ^here  they  gradually  difpcrfcd 
tbemfelves.  This  year  there  was  a  grievous  famine  in  5jr/fl^ 
which  hindered  all  military  operations.  Jb^almdUc^  how* 
ever,  incamped  near  Botndn^  near  the  diftrid  of  KinrnfriMy 
tho'  he  was  not  a  little  incommoded  by  the  heavy  rains  that 
fell  there  ;  and,  in  the  fpring  returned  to  Damafcus»^  where  he 
foon  finifhed  his  preparations  for  the  enfuing  campaign  <• 
Abd^al-  In  the  69th  year  of  the  Hejray  Abd'almdUc  left  Damajaa^ 
inalee  re-  in  order  to  march  z^m&Mas^ab  Ebn  Zobeir^  'who  was  grown 
^ces  very  formidable  fmce  the  defeat  of  the  AvuirakiteSy  and  ap* 
Amru.  pointed  Amru  Ebn  Sa^id  governor  of  that  city.  But  Amt 
iei'zing  upon  it  for  himfelf,  the  KhaHf  was  obliged  to  return 
thither,  and  lay  afide  for  the  prefent  the  intended  expeditioiv 
Upon  Abfalmdlec^s  arrival  at  Damafcus^  feveral  fkirmiflies  ki|K 
pened  between  detachments  of  his  troops  and  fome  of  Amrilt 
men ;  but,  bv  the  intervention  of  the  women,  a  treaty  was  A 
laft  concluded- between  the  contending  parties,  and  thepubh 
tranquillity  intirely  reftored.  However,  the  Khallf  not  fa^ 
getting  his  competitor's  attempt,-  three  or  four  days  after  feat 
for  him,  ordered  him  to  be  difarmed  of  his  fword,  and  lie(* 
ter'd,  and  beat  out  two  of  his  fore-teeth.  Then  he  wenttt 
the  evening- prayers^  and  left  the  execution  of  Jmruxo  his 
brother  Aba^alaziz;  who  being  fo  nearly  related  to  hini,aol 
commiferating  his  unhappy  fituation,  threw  away  his  fwo4 
and  refolved  not  to  be  the  inftrument  of  his  death.  Tki 
Khalif  returning  from  the  performance  of  his  devotions,  H 
his  great  furprize,  found  Amru  alive;  whereupon -he  orderd 
him  to  be  laid  upon  his  back,  and  immediately  killed  him 
This  aSion,  however,  fo  aftcdled  Abialmalec^  that  he  mi 
fcized  with  a  trenior,  which,  for  fome  time  after,  quite  dif 
abled  him;  inibmuch  that  his  fervaat^  were  obliged  to  tab 

8  MS.  Land.  num.  161.  ct  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  D'HERnt 
Biblioth.  orient,  in  art.  Azarecah,  p.  15^,  Goiii  not.  ad  Alfi* 
Jan.  p.  188— I go^ 
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him  up,  and  lay  him  upon  his  couch.     The  people  obferving, 
that  Amru  did  not  attend  the  Khaltf  to  prayers,  acquainted  his 
brother Ttfj^^ with  the  affair;  vvho  inftantly  armed  1 000  of 
Amni%  (laves,  and  attacked  Md' alma  lex:*  s  palace.     After  4 
warm  difpute,  they  forced  open  the  gates,  killed  feveral  of  the 
guards,  and  were  upon  the  point  of  entering  the  palace,  when 
the  people  within  threw  Amru^s  head  amongft  them.     This 
k  cooled  their  ardour,  that  they  defifted  from  the  attempt ; 
and  fome  money  having  been  foon  after  diftributed  amongft 
Atmhy  Jhd'alaziz,  they  retired  to  their  refpeSive  habita- 
;  tions.    But  fo  great  was  Abd'almalec^s  avarice,  that,  as  we  are 
Cold  by  an  Arab  author  of  good  repute,  when  the  commotion 
was  appeafed,  he  recalled  the  money  beftowed  upon  them, 
'  afld  ordered  it  all  to  be  again  depofited  in  the  public  treafury. 
As  for  TabjOj  who  was  the  ringleader  in  the  late  riot,  he  was 
fentenced  to  die ;  but  Abttalaziz  prevailed  upon  the  Khalif  to 
convert  that  puniihment,  on  account  of  his  being  a  member 
of  the  Ommiyan  family,  into  a  month's  imprifonment,  and 
thento  banifii  him  to  Mus*ab  Ebn  Zobeir.     The  quarrel  be- 
tween Amru  and  Abitalmalec^  which  proved  fo  fatal  to  the 
former,  is  faid  to  have  been  occafioned  by  an  emulation  ex- 
cified  between  them  by  an  old  woman,  wbom  they  frequently 
vificed,  in  their  infancy,  and  which  continued  to  fubfift  till  the 
very  day  oiAmrii%  tragical  death.     Merwan  being  fufEciently 
I  apprized  of  this,  and  fearing  it  might  produce  fatal  eiFedls 
» iJter  his  death,  obliged  the  Syrians  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity 
\toAbialmMec  2!^  his  fucceflbr,  in  his  life- time,  and  to  fwear 
[ike wife  t6  elevate  to  the  Mojlem  throne,  if  that  Khali/ ditd 
^widiout  ifliie,  his  younger  fon  Abd'alaziz,     We  find  it  inti- 
snated  by  one  of  the  Arab  hiftorians,  that  Abd'almdlec  could 
fliotmake  himfelf  mafter  of  Damafcus^  after  it  had  been  fcized' 
by  Amru^  or,  as  he  calls  him,  Omar  Ebn  Saad  Ebn  AbiWak^ 
iisy  without  laying  a  formal  fieg€  to  that  city  ^. 

Is  the  70th  year  of  the  Hejray  the  Greeks  made  an  incur-  The  Kha- 
ion  into  t^yria,     Abiahnalec  having'  then  occafion  for  all  his  fif  ctm* 
flutes,  in  order  to  reduce  to  his  obedience  Abd^allab  Eln  Zo-  eludes  £l 
hk/r,  in  Arabia^  and  Mus*ah^  his  brother,  m  Irak^  was  not  f^'f^fy 
l&le  to  march  againft  them ;  and  therefore  agreed  to  pay  the  w^"^^/^* 
\Guik  emperor  1000  dinars  every  week  for  a  certain  term,  to  ^^^^^ 
induce  that  prince  to  withdraw  his  troops  out  of  the  Mojlem  '^/*'*^''« 
I  territories.     This  year  Mus^ab  went  to  Mecca^  with  all  the 
wealth,  cattle,  and  rich  furniture,  he  had  amafied;  which  he 
I  diftributed  amongft  ^^  Arabs.     Abdallah  Ebn  Zobeir  himfelf 
alfo  performed  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  about  the  fame  time. 

^  MS.  Lattd,  num.  161.  ubi  fup.   Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  60, 
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We  mud  here  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that,  according  to7&'#- 
phanes  and  Cedrenus^  Abd'almaUc  concluded  a  treaty  widi  the 
emperor,  in  the  third  or  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  by  which  be 
,  .  engaged  bimfelf  to  pay  that  prince  annually  365,000  pieces 
of  money,  or  dinars^  and  to  fend  him  every  year  365  flavcs, 
as  well  as  the  fame  number  of  horfes,  of  a  generous  breed ; 
and  the  Chriftian  potentate,  on  his  part,  promiied  to  repreis  the 
courfe  of  the Maronites^-^Yio  committed  great  difordcrs  in  the 
Khalifas  dominions.   About  two  years  before  this  event,  a  pe- 
ftilence,  of  a  very  malignant  kind,  made  dreadful  havock  in 
Syria,     In  theaforefaid  treaty,  it  was  alfo  ftipulated,  that  the 
revenues  of  Cyprus^  Armenia^  and  Iberia^  ihould  be  equally 
divided  between  the  contrading  powers.     Tbeophanes  add?, 
that,  in  the  fame  year,  Abd'almalec  fent  Ziyand  the  brother  of 
Afauia,  Obeid^allah  the  fon  of  Ziyad^  the  brother  oi  M&a- 
wiyah  I.  he  muft  mean,  againft  the  tyrant  and  impoilor  Mou- 
chlir^  or  Mouktar^  into  Pirfta ;  and  that  Ziyand^  or  rather  Obex- 
d'allah  Ebn  Ziyddy  was  flain  by  Mouchar,     He  likewife  far- 
ther relates,  that  as  foon  as  the  news  of  this  blow  reached  the 
I         Khalifa  he  fet  out  for  Mefopotamia  ;  but  was  obliged  to  re* 
turn  to  Damafcus  by  the  rebellion  of  Sa'id,  that  is,  jfmru  Ebn 
Sa'ldy  whom  he  left  behind  him  there.     Which  rebellion, 
however,  according  to  him,  Abd^almalec  foon  extinguiihed ; 
and,  in  violation  of  his  promife,  put  Sa^id  to  death.    All 
which  particulars,  huddled  together  in  fo  abrupt  a  mapner, 
tho'  in  fome  points  agreeing  with  the  Arab  hiftorians,  may  be 
confidered  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  confufed  and  indiftind 
•accounts  this  chronographer  has  handed  down  to  us  of  th» 
Mojlem  aflFairs '. 
Abd'al-         Abd'almalec,  being  refolved  to  undertake  an  expedition 
lualec  in-  ^"^^  ^^^^  againft  Mus'ab  Ebn  Zobeir^  put  to  death  the  princi* 
'vaJes        P^l  accomplices  of  Amru  Ebn  Sa^td,  and  difpatched  Khaki 
Irak.         Ebn  ^1^  privately  to  Bafra^  to  form  a  party  for  him  there. 
Mus^ab  having  received  intelligence  of  Ebn  Afid*s  arrival,  at- 
tempted to  furprize  him  ;  but  without  tSt&. :  which,  he  im- 
puted to  the  care  the  Bafram  had  taken  to  conceal  him  ;  and 
therefore  reproached  the  chief  of  them  in  very  Charp  terms  for 
their  condu6i  on  this  occafion.     Some  of  them  he  upbraided 
with  their  mean  extradion,  others  with  infamous  actions  com* 
mitted  either  by  them  or  their  relations ;  and,  in  fine,  all  of 
^  them  with  fomething  that  incenfed*  them  greatly  againft  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  Abd^almdlec  had  fent  letters  to  the  leading 
men  full  of  large  promifes ;  and,  amoiigft  the  reft,  one  to  Ibra- 

'  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  nbi  fap.  Theophan.  chronograph. 
p.  300,  301,  302»  303.  Georg.  C£DR£n«  hiiloriar.  compend. 
p.  440.  OcKLEY,  \ibi  fup.  p.  323. 
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him  Ebn  Al  JJhtar^  who  delivered  it  to  Mus^ah  fealed  up  as 
k  came.  That  letter  contained  a  promife  to  Ibrahim  of  the 
lieutenancy  oi  Irdk^  if  he  would  declare  in  favour  of  the 
Khalif.  Ibrahim  then  aflured  Mus'ab^  that  he  ihould  periift 
in  his  fidelity  to  him  ;  and  advifed  him,  as  AbialmaUc  had 
undoubtedly  written  to  the  other  principal  perfons*  in  Bafra^ 
whom  he  thought  he  could  confide  in,  to  the  fame  eiFed,  to 
behead  all  thote  whom  he  had  reafon  to  fufpe6l  were  in  that 
prince's  intereft.  But  Mus^ab  not  approving  of  this  expe- 
dient, as  he  imagined  it  would  create  in  the  people  of  Irak  " 
an  averfion  to  him ;  Ibrahim  prefled  hiin  to  put  them  under 
arreft,  till  his  fate  was  determin<;d :  fo  that,  if  he  ihould  be 
defeated  by  AbdabnaUcy  their  heads  might  be  cut  ofF,  upon 
the  firft  arrival  of  the  bad  news  at  Bafrg ;  but,  if  he  obtained 
the  vidory,  he  might  make  a  compliment  of  them  to  their 
tribes.  As  for  AbialmaUc^  his  fubjefts  did  their  utmoft  to 
prevail  upon  him  to  reduce  Irak  by  his  generals,  and  not  ex* 
pofe  his  peribn  to  the  hazards  of  war ;  fearing  left  their  af-^ 
fairs  {hould  be  imbroiled,  if  any  difafter  ihould  happen  to 
him,  as  their  government  was  not  yet  fettled  upon  a  folid 
foundation.  But  the  Syrian  Khalif  believing  himfelf  per^- 
lediijr  qualified  to  command  his  troops  in  this  expedition,  both 
hy  his  abilities  in  war,  and  his  perfonal  courage,  and  that  he 
was  a  better  match  for  Mufab  than  any  of  his  generals,  would 
not  be  perfuaded  to  ilay  at  home,  whilft  his  forces  were  in 
the  field.  Having,  therefore,  iiniKhed  his  military  prepara- 
tions, he  began  his  march  for  Irak^  and  at  laft  arrived  at 
Afajken^  where  MuCab  had  drawn  up  his  army  in  order  of 
battle.  Majken^  which  we  find  called  Sakan  by  AbuH  Faraj^ 
is  a  fmall  town  in  the  defarts  either  of  Al  Sham  or  Al  Ja%ira^ 
between  Tadmor  and  the  town  of  Tayha^  near  the  puphraUs^ 
upon  the  frontiers  of  Afefopotamia,  It  derived  its  name  from 
a  fountain  or  fpring  of  hot  water,  in  Arabic  denominated 
Sukhfiy  furrounded  with  palm-trees,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
it.  This  place  is  the  Sukana  of  the  maps,  and  the  Sakhna^  or 
Sukhna,  of  the  oriental  geographers  k. 

After  fcveral  movements,  the  two  armies  came  in  fight  Thehnttk 
of  each  other,  and  made  the  neceflary  difpofitions  for  an  en-  c/'Maf- 
gagcment.     The  troops  of  Irdk^  according  to  cuftom,  were  ken. 
rcfolved  to  defcrt  Mus^ab^  and  not  expofe  their  country,  on 
bis  account,  to  the  ravages  of  a  Syrian  army.    Ibrahim  Ebn  Al 
AJhtar  began  the  battle,  by  charging  A'iGhammed  Ebn  Harun 
with  fuch  fury,  that  he  forced  him  to  retire }  tho',  being 

^  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  ubi  fup,  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  in  lull:, 
^yfiad.  p.  199.  A).BE&T.  ScuuLT.  ind.  geographic,  in  vie.  Salad* 
in  voc.  Sa(bn(f9 
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fuftained  by  a  frcflb  body  of  troops,  headed  by  the  KbaHf 
himfelf,  he  foon  returned  to  the  charge,  repulfed  Ibrahim  in 
his  turn,  and  killed  him  upon  the  fpot.  Mus^aFs  general  of 
the  horfe,  either  intimidated  by  the  death  and  defeat  of  Ibra^ 
hiniy  or  through  treachery,  foon  after  this,  betook  himfelf  to 
,  flight ;  and  many  of  the  other  Iranian  officers,  who^  did  not 
abandon  their  pofts,  refufed  to  fight.  Neither  Omar  Ebn  Ab^ 
iallab^  nor  Ai  Mahallthj  nor  Ibad  Ebn  Hojfemj  appeared  in 
this  engagement ;  of  which  Abtalmdlec  being  informed,  he 
took  occaiion  from  thence  to  prefage  a  certain  vi£k>ry  to  his 
troops.  Mus^ab^  being  prefled  on  all  fides,  endeavoured  to 
prevail  upon  his  fon  Ifa  to  make  his  efcape  to  Mecca^  and  ac- 

3uaint  his  uncle  Abd*allah  with  the  perfidy  of  the  people  of 
r&k  \  but  he  could  not  by  any  means  be  induced  to  dcfert  his 
father  at  that  perilous  conjun6ture ;  declaring  he  would  not 
furvive  him.     On  the  contrary,  he  advifed  him  to  retreat 
firft  to  J?j/r^7,  an4^  afterwards  to  il/^a^?,  himfelf;  hulMus^ab 
would  not  hear  of  fuch  infamous  conduft.     Nay,  he  would 
not  accept  of  quarter,  when  tendered  him  by  the  Khalifa  but 
perfiftcd  in  his  refolution  of  dying  upon  the  field  of  battle^ 
His  fon,  therefore,  who  was  determined  not  to  forfake  him, 
and  he  ruftiing  into  the  midft  of  the  enemy,  fought  like  men 
animated  by  defpair,  deftro/ed  feveral  of  the  Syrtansj  and 
were  at  laft  both  laid  dead  upon  the  fpot.     Mu%^ab-  was  firft 
-gricvoufly  wounded  with  arrows,  then  nabbed  in  feveral  places, 
and  had  finally  his  head  cut  off  by  a  man  who  carried  it  im- 
mediately to  the  Khalif     AbctalmaUc  offered  the  bearer  looo 
dinars  \  which  he  would  not  take ;  faying,  that  as  he  had  flain 
Mus^ab  p'urely  to  gratify  his  own  private  refentment,  he  had 
no  marner  of  title  to  it.     We  are  told  by  Abvlfeday  that  Ab- 
ialmalec  and  Mus^ab^  in  the  Khalifat  of  Meryjan^  had  con- 
trafied  an  intimate  friendlhtp ;  but  that  the  latter  afterwards 
marrying  Sekina^  the  daughter  of  Hofein,  and  Ayejha^  the 
daughter  of  7V/A<7,  became  allicd'to  two  families  that  bore  aa 
implacable  hatred  to  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah.    Theophanes  rer 
lates,  that  about  this  time,  whilft  the  Arabs  were  engaged  in 
a  civil  war,  the  imperial  forces,  under  the  condufi  of  Leantiusy 
drove  them  out  of  Armenia^   Iberia^  Media^  and  Bulcacia^ 
with  great  flaughter,  and  re-annexed  thofe  provinces  to  th» 
empire.     He  alfo  informs  us,  that  Ab^almaUc^  whom  he  calls 
Abimekcy  after  Mus^ab  had  cut  of  Mouitary  killed  and  de- 
feated that  conqueror,  and  reduced  Perfia^  ox  rather  Irdk^  un- 
der his  dominion  ;  which  agrees  tolerably  well  with  what  we 
find  advanced  in  this  point  by  the  Ar(ib  hiftorians.     For,  ac- 
cording to  them,  after  the  battle  of  Mafken^  Cufa  opened  its 
gates  to  the  Syrian  Khalif  and  both  the  Perfam^nd  Bahyk* 
nian  Irak  fubmittcd  to  bimt    The  people  of  thofe  provinces 
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came  in  crouds,  and,  amongft  the  reft,  Tatya^  the  brother  cf, 
Jmruy  whom  he  had  killed,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  him.  After  the  conclufion  of  that  ceremony,  he  ordered 
vaft  films  of  money  to  be  diAributed  amongft  them,  and  gave 
afplendid  entertainment  to.  his  new  fubjecfls,  to  which  even 
die  meaneft  of  them  were  admitted.  Neither  the  Arab  nor 
the  Grui  writers  have  preferved  many  particulars  of  the  battle 
ofMaJkenj  nor  tranfmitted  down  to  us  an  account  of  the . 
number  of  Mo/kms  killed  and  wounded  on  either  fide  in  that 
memorable  action  '. 

During  the  banquet  prepared  for  the  Cufansy  AbMahnakc  ^htYi^ift^ 
took  great  notice  of  Amru  Ebn  AlHdrethy  an  antient  Makh-  lif /^i/j 
xumiUy  whom  he  placed  by  him  on  his  S^fa;  Amongft  other /f'^'  '"•- 
queftions,  he  afkcd  him  what  fort  of  food  pleafed  him  beft  ?  ''^^  ^/  ^* 
To  which  the  old  Maihzumiti  anfwered,  ^«  An  afs's  head  ^^'^'^**'^ 
*'  feafoned  hi^h  and  well  roafted."  *'  That  is  but  an  ordinary  ***""*• 
**  dilh,"  replied  the  Khalifi  "  what  fay  you  to  a  leg  or  a 
*^  (hoidder  of  a  fucking  lamb,  well  roafted  and  covered  with 
*'  butter  and  milk*?'*     From  whence  we  may  infer,  that  the 
Arabs,  in  the  Khalifat  of  Abd'almalec  Ebn  Mnwan,  had  at 
leafi  fome  difhes  fimilar  to  thofe  made  ufe  of  by  their  proge- 
cftors  in  Abraham*^  time.     For,  that  Abraham  entertained  his 
divine  guefts  with  butter,  milk,  and  a  calf  which  he  had 
drefled,  is  attefted  by  the  author  of  the  Pentatiuch ;  and  that 
he  was  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  borders  of  Arabia,  when 
he  gave  that  entertainment,  we  are  certainly  informed  by  the 
iame  facred  hiftorian.  When  the  fupper  was  over,  the  Makh^ 
xumite  diverted  the  Khalif  with  a  particular  accgunt  of  the 
antiquities  of  ^e  caftle ;  after  which,  Mus*ab*s  head,  that 
had  been  juft  brought  in,  was  exhibited  to  his  view.     One  of 
the  company  feeing  it,  iaid  to  Abd'almaleCj  **  I  faw  HoJeirC% 
*'  head  in  this  fame  caftle  prefented  to  OheiiaUah,  ObeiiaU 
"  lah\  to  Al  Mokhtar,  Al  Mokhtarh  to  Mus'ab,  and  naw  at 
**  laft  Afus'ab's  to  yourfelf."     This  obfervatioil  greatly  af- 
fected the  Khalif,   who,  in   order  to  avert  the  ill  omen,    ' 
commanded  the  caftle  to  be  immediately  demoliftied.     Ab-- 
iaUah  Ebn  Zobetr,  having  received  the  melancholy  news  of 
his  brother's  death,  ailembied  the  people  in  the  mofque  at 
Meccay  and  made  a  fpeech  to  them,  from  the  pulpit  fuitable  to 
the  occafion.     He  alfo  did  his  utmoft  to  put  his  capital  in  a 
pofture  of  defence,  and  render  it  capable  of  fuftaining  a  fiege  ^ 
expeding  a  fpeedy  vifit  from  his  formidable  competitor,  wha 
now  gave  law  to  Irdij  Syria,  and  Egypt,  without  controul  ". 

_  Thk 

'  MS.  Laud.  num.  i6i.  ubitup.  Ism.  Abttlfed.  in  hid.  uni* 
▼er.  Greg.  Abu'*l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  Theophan.  ubifup.  p.  303, 
304.  AlMakiNj  ttbifup.  p.  61.  •  MS.  Laud.num.  161. 
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The  Mo-  Th  e  Siparatiflsy  cufzarakites,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mavj" 
tazalitcs  fel^  recei\ed  advice  of  the  defeat  at  Majken^  and  o^  Mtu^ab's 
apprize  "  death,  which  happened  in  the  71ft  year  of  the  Hejra^  before  Al 
AlMo'.al-^(9A^/^^^  the  governor  of  that  city,  and  its  dependencies,  with 
leb  of  the  whom  they  were  then  at  war,  was  apprized  of  thofe  fatal  events, 
^^tf/  ar  Whereupon  fome  of  them  afked  certain  of  his  men  what  they 
Maiken.  thought  of  Mus'ab  ?  They  replied,  "  He  is  a  lawful  Imam.'' 
**  He  is  then,"  faid  the  fedaries,  "  your  friend  both  in  this 
»  «'  world  and  that  which  is  to  come;  and  you  are  his  friends 

**  both  alive  and  dead.***  To  which  the  others  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative.  *'  And  what,"  demanded  the  Separailfisy 
<*  is  your  opinion  of  Ab^almaUc^  the  fon  of  Merwan  ?** 
**  He  is,"  faid  they,  "  the  fon  of  the  accurfed  ;  we  acknow'* 
•  **  ledge  him  not,  but  hold  it  more  lawful  for  us  to  ftxed  his 
*^  blood  than  yours  ?*'  **  And  you  are,**  continued  the  Sepa^ 
ratifts^  "  his  enemies  both  alive  and  dead  ?'*  *'  Yes,"  re- 
plied the  others.  **  Very  well,*'  faid  the  Jzarak'ttes^  **  Ah- 
**  ^almalec  has  killed  Mu^ah^  your  Imam\  and  you  will 
•*  make  him  your  Imam  to-morrow,  though  you  wa(h  your 
*«  hands  of  him  to-day,  and  curfe  his  father."  To  which 
the  others  anfwered,  **  You  lie,-  you  enemies  of  God.** 
However,  being  certainly  informed  the  next  day  of  what  had 
happened,  they  changed  their  note,  and  took  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  AhcCabnaUc  without  hefttation.  For  which  being 
reproached  by  the  Azarak'ites  in  very  fevere  terms,  they  de- 
fended themfelves,  by  faying,  •*  We  were  pleafed  with  the 
**  other  as  long  as  he  prefided  over  us  ;  and  now  we  approve, 
**  of  this,  as  we  did  befofe  of  him.'*  **  You  are,**  replied 
the  Azarakttes^  brethren  of  the  devils,  companions  of  the 
•*  wicked,  and  (laves  to  the  prcfent  world.'*  With  regard 
to  Mu%*ah^  he  was,  if  we  will  believe  an  Arab  author  of 
good  note,  an  officer  of  diftinguifiied  bravery,  great  genero- 
fity,  and  of  a  very  comely  agreeable  perfon.  Tho*  he  had  a 
fon  that  fell  with  him  in  the  battle  of  Majken^  as  has  been 
already  obfervcd,  he  was  not  above  fix-and-thirty  years  of 
age  when  he  met  with  his  untimely  fate  **. 
7V>/»  Aza-  Soon  after  Abd'almakch  arrival  at  Damafcus^  he  conferred 
Takitc5,c/-  "P^-'^  ^lis  brother,  Bajhar  Ehn  Merwan^  the  government  of 
Separa-  Cufa^  and  upon  Khaled  Ehn  /Ibd^allah  that  d[  Bafra,  The 
tills,  ilc'  latter  of  thefe  had  no  fooner  taken  poflfeffion  of  his  poft,  than 
feat  Ah'    he  appointed  Al  Mohalleb  fupervifof  of  the  tribute  oi  Bafrai 

dVIaziz.    which  was  a  very  indifcrete  and  impolitic  ftep,  as  Al  M'ohaUeh 

» 

ubi  fup.  GEN.xviii.  8.  xiii.  18.  xxiii.  19.  Christ.  Cellar,  geogr. 
antiq.  lib.  iii.  c.  1 3-  MS.  Huntlngt.  n.  495.  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon. 
D'Herbel.  BibL  orient.  m2Jt,  AUfalmalec,  p.  8.  Ocklby's  hift. 
of  the  Sarac.  vol.  ii.  p  330,  331.  ^  ^5,  Laud,  num.  i6u 
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"was  one  of  the  moft  cbnfummate  generals  of  his  age.  To 
this  imprudent  meafure  was  probably  owing  the  difajler  that 
immediately  followed.     The  jtzarakites^  being  apprized  of 

,  Jt  M9balki*s  difmiffion  from  the  command  of  the  army  def- 
tined  to  aSt  againft  them,  and  that  he  was  fucceeded  by  Ai^ 
italaziz  in  that  important  poft,  advanced  againfi  the  latter 
with  great  alacrity,  intirely  defeated  him,  and  took  his  wife 
pri/bner.  A  debate  arifmg  amongft  the  vtdors  about  the  va- 
lue of  ihat  lady,  which  fome  fixed  at  100,000  dinars^  one  of 
them,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  it,  immediately  flruck  off  her 
head.  Khaled^  after  the  blow  he  had  received,  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  Khalifa  acquainting  him  with  the  lofs  the  army  had 
fuflained,  and  deuring  to  know  what  ftep  he  was  next  to 

.take.  Abd^abnalecj  in  the  anfwer  he  fent  him,  condemned 
Khakis  condud,  ordered  him  to  remove  Ahd^ala%i%  from  the 
command  of  the  forces  aiSgn^d  him,  to  fubftitute  Ai  MohaU 
leh^  whom  he  called  the  fon  and  the  grandfon  of  war,  in  his 
room,  to  advance  into  the  province  of  Ahwdz  with  all  the 
tioo^  he  could  aflemble,  and,  in  fine,  to  do  nothing  without 
the  privity  and  advice  of  Al  Mohalleb,  This  anfwer  by  no 
means  pleafed  Khaled,  tho'  the  Khaltf  alfo  promifed  him  in  it 
a  ipeedy  reinforcement;  and,  in  confequence  of  that  pro* 
mife,  fent  a  body  of  50CO  Cufans,  under  the  command  of  his 
brother  Bajbar,  foon  after  to  join  him.  Bajhar,  before  his 
arrival,  difpatched  a  courier  to  Al  Mohalleb,  to  give  him  no- 
tice of  his  approach ;  the  good  of  the  Khalifh  fervice  at  that 
time  rendering  it  necefTary  to  treat  a  perfon  of  that  general's 
merit  with  great  marks  of  diftin(&ion  o. 

The  Khalifas  generals  receiving  advice,  that  the  A^ra*  Tbe  Aza- 
iites,  or  Separatijis,  were  in  motion,  advanced  at  the  head  rakitesAr^ 
of  the  army  as  far  as  Ahwdz,  the  metropolis  of  the  province  0a;/r- 
of  the  fame  name,  and  pitched  their  tents  in  the  neighbour-  tbro<wn  ly 
hood  of  that  city.     Soon  after  their  arrival  here,  Al  Mohalleb  Khalcd    - 
advifed  KhaUd  to  feize  fome  (hips  that  then  appeared  in  the^*"^^^ 
river  on  which  Ahwdz  was  fituated ;  but  they  were  burnt,  be*"^^^**"* 
fore  that  defign  could  be  put  in  execution,  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy's  horfe.    Al  Mohalleb  taking  upon  -him  one  day  to  view  , 

all  the  pofts  of  the  camp,  obfcrved  that  an  officer  had  not  * 
taken  the  precaution  to  intrench  himfelf ;  who  being  aiked  by 
that  general  the  reafon  of  this,  replied,  that  he.  valued  the 
Azarakites  no  more  than  a  camel's  fart : .  but  Al  Mohalleb  told 
him,  that  he  ought  not  to  defpife  them,  fince  they  were  the 
lions  of  the  Arabs,  In  confequence  of  this  notion,  that  com- 
mander ordered  a  line  to  be  drawn  round  the  camp  ;  and  the 
troops  remairied  in  their  intrenchments  about  twenty  d^y», 

9  MS.  Laud.  nam.  161.  &  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup. 
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After  the  expiration  of  which  term,  Khaled  and  Al  MJyalUb 
fell  upon  the  enemy  with  fuch  fury^  that,  after  a  mpft  (harp 
and  bloody  engagement,  they  overthrew  them,  and  took 
poiTeffion  of  their  camp.  Upon  which,  Kbaled  detached 
David^  one  of  his  officers,  to  purfue  the  fugitives  witii  a  body 
of  horfe,  arid  difpatched  an  expre&  to  ^^  KhaUf  ynxh.  a  par« 
ticular  account  of  the  victory  they  had  gained.  AM^almilec 
hereupon  fent  an  order  to  Bajhar  to  rciaforce^  David's  detach- 
ment with  another  body  of  4000  horfe,  that  he  might  be  there- 
by enabled  to  pulh  the  Jxarakites  to  the  very  centre  of  Perfia, 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and  thofe  detachments  of  caval- 
ry, after  a  long  and  fatiguing  purfuit,  in  which  moft  of  their 
horfes  periihed,  returned  in  a  very  (hatter'd  condition  to  jilh- 
fvaz.  That  city,  denominated  likewife  by  (omc  of  the  eaflera 
writers  EhtvaZy  feems  to  have  been  called  in  early  times  by 
the  Perftam  the  city  of  HormuZy  or  Hormuzdy  which  anfwered 
to  the  Diofpolis  of  the  Grseks ;  HormuZy  Hormuzd^  or  Or- 
muzdy  denoting  ^upiUr  amongd;  the  P^Jians^  as  we  learn 
from  Plutarch.  The  name  of  Ahwd%  is  fometimes  applied  to 
the  whole  region  of  Khuzeftariy  or  Khuziftan^  of  which  the 
province  ofJhwdx  is  the  beft  and  moft  conilderable  part.  The 
old  metropolis  of  this  province  at  prefent  lies  in  ruins  ;  fo  that 
very  few  traces,  or  remains,  of  that  antient  city  are  now  to  be 
fcen  P. 

Abda'lmalec  having  thus  defeated  and  difperfed  the  Az^'* 
raiitesy  in  the  7  2d  year  of  the  Hejrmy  had  no  enemy  left  to 
contend  with  but  Jbd'alkh  Ehn  Zobeir^  who  flill  was  confi- 
dered  as  Khallfhy  the  Arabsy  and  held  his  refidence  at  AJccca. 
He,  therefore,  made  great  preparations  for  an  invafion  of  He- 
jazy  and  appointed  Al  Hejaj  Ehn  Tufef  Al  Tbakifiy  one  of  the 
flioft  warlike  and  eloquent  captains  of  the  age,  to  command 
the  troops  to  be  employed  in  this  expedition.  Al  Hejaj  having 
imagined  in  a  dream  that  he  had  overcome  Ab^aUah  Ehn  7.9^ 
beir^  taken  him  prifoner,  and  flayed  him,  the  Syrian  Khalif 
confidered  this  as  a  good  omen ;  and  therefore  refolved  to 
commit  the  management  of  the  war  to  be  carried  on  againft 
the  Khalif  qf  Mecca  to  his  care.  Before  he  put  his  army  in 
inarch  for  Mecca^  he  offered  his  prote<^ion  to  all  the  Arabs 
there  that  would  accept  of  it,  and  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to 
him.  Ahiallah  being  informed  of  ^/  Hejuj\  approach,  fent  out 
feveral  parties  of  horfe  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  and  give  him 
intelligence  of  their  motions.  Betwixt  thefe  and  fome  of  M 
Hejaj's  advanced  guards  feveral  (kirmifhes  happened,  in  which 
AbSallaVs  men  had  generally  the  wprft.     This  encouraged 

P  MS.  Laud.  num.  i6t.  ubi  fup.  Golii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p. 
39,118.  PLUT.delfid.ctOfirid,  Sec  Sale's  map  gf  Arabia, pre- 
fixed to  his  prelim,  difc. 
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MHija]  to  fend  to  his  matter  for  a  farther  reinforcemeht,  hki' 

anny^  coniifting  of  only  2000  men,  not  being  ftrong  enough 

to  form  the  fiege  of  Mecca ;  afluring  him,  that  AbtfalUms 

fiercenefs  was  very  much  abated,  and  that  his  men  deferted 

him  daily.  Upon  which,  AhialmaUc  ordered  Thdrik  Ebn  Amer 

to  march  to  his  affiftance  with  a  body  of  5000  men.     In  the 

mean  time,  Al  Hejaj  advanced  to  Al  Tdyef^  a  town  about  60 

miles  eaft  of  Mecca^  in  the  month  of  Sbaahan^  and  was  joined  ' 

by  Tbarik  with  the  forces^  under  his  command  the  new  moon 

rf  the  following  Dhu^lhajja ;  after  which  jund^ion,  he  conti*  ^ 

mied  his  rout  to  Mecca^  vnd  immediately  invefted  that  place* 

We  find  it  intimated  by  Abtil-Faraj',  that  Theodacus  and  ThcQ'" 

dumiSf  two  very  eminent  phyficians,  were  great  favourites  of 

this  Al  Hejaj ;  that  Theodunus  compofed  a  large  phyfical  trea* 

tife,  for  the  inftrudion  of  his  fon  ;  and  that  feme  of  Theodo^ 

aii*s  fcholars  and  followers  flouriflied  till  the  Kbalifs  of  the 

houfe  of  jfl  Abbas  mounted  the  Moflem  throne  q. 

In  the  73d  year  of  the  Hejroy   Abialmalec  offered  theAbd*aI« 
whole  public  revenues  of  Kborafan  for  feven  years  to  Abclal-  malec 
'  Uh  Ebn  Hdzimy  if  he  would  make  his  fubmiffion  to  him;  overcomet 
which  (o  incenfed  that  commander,  that  he  forced  the  Kha-  Abd^allah 
U/'s  meflenger  to  cat  the  letter  he  brought,  and  would  have  ^^^"^  ^i*. 
cut  him  to  {HCtes  upon  the  fpot,  had  he  not  forefeen  that'^'™^ 
iuch  an  a^on  would  have  created  a  difturbance  betw^n  two 
of  the  Arab  tribes.     Abialmalec^  therefore,  in  order  to  chaf- 
tize  him  for  his  in/blence,  as  well  as  his  refufal  to  recognize  hia 
authority,  ient  one  of  his  generals  with  a  body  of  troops 
againft  him  ^  who  firft  defeated  and  di|)erfed  his  forces,  and 
afterwards  put  him  to  death.     Others  fay,  that  Abd'almdlec 
made  no  overtures  to  Abd'allah  Ebn  Hazim  till  after  the  re* 
dudion  ofHejaz ;  and  that  he  fent  Abd'allah  Ebn  Zobeir^s  head 
to  Ebn  Hazimy  imagining  that  the  fight  of  this  would  have  in*> 
timidated  him  into  a  fubmiffion.     But,  according  to  them,  it 
produced  a  quite  contrary  effefl.     That  general,  continue 
they,  fwore,  as  fbon  as  he  faw  it^  that  he  would  never  obey. 
Abifalmalec's  orders  as  long  as  he  lived,  wafhed  the  head  in 
a bafon,  embalmed  it, wrapped  it  up  in  linen,  prayed  oyer  it,  and 
then  fent  it  to  Abd'allah  Ebn  Zobeir's  relations  at  Mecca,  They 
alfo  relate,  that  he  obliged  the  meflenger  to  eat  the  letter 
be  brought,  and  told  him,  that  if  he  had  not  been  a  meflen- 
ger, he  would  inflantly  have  ordered  his  hea4  to  have  been 
Itnick  off.    But  this  relation,  however  it  may  be  countenanced 
hj  Mr.  OcAley^  we  are  by  no  means  difpofed  to  admit ;  fmce 

^  MS.  Laod.  num.  161.  et  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  Grec.AbuY-    , 
FAitAjy  abi  fap.  p.  200.    Eutych.  patriarch.  Alexandrin.  annah 
torn.  ii.  p.  366,  367.    D^HbrbsI"  Bibliotb.  orient,  in  art.  Hegiagt 
fenJofefAl  Tbakefi,  p.  44^ 
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f!ie  Arab  authors  in  a  manner  unanimoufly  agree,  that  yfA^ 
italmalec  had  fubdued  all  his  other  competitors  before  AhiaU 
kh  Ebn  Zoheir  was  deftroyed  r, 
Mecca  Notwithtsanding  the  reinforcement  Jl Hejaj  had  rc- 

taken  by     ccived,  for  fdme  time  he  made  very  little  progrefs  in  tbc  iiege 
Al  Hejaj.  of  Mecca,     Whilft  he  battered  the  temple  there  with  his  mi- 
Ktary  engines,  it  thundered  and  lightened  fo  dreadfully,  that 
the  Syrians  were  ftriick  with  terror,  and  refufed  to  play  them 
any  longer  upon  that  edified.  Upon  which^  Al  Hejaj  (luck  the 
corner  of  his  veft  into  his  girdle,  and  putting  one  of  the  ftones 
that  was  to  be  difcharged  out  of  his  catapults  into  it,  flang  it 
upon  the  town  \  and  this  occafioned  the  recommencement  of 
the  operations.     The  next  morning,  the  Syrians  were  an* 
noyed  by  fevcral  fiicceflivc  ftorms,  that  killed  twelve  mi  their 
men,  and  quite  difpirited  them.    Al  Hejaj  feong  them  in  fuch 
a  confternation,  faid,  **  O  Syrians  !  Jet  not  this  terrify  you.  I 
'      *f  am  a  fon  of  Tehama.     This,  therefore,  is  the  florm  of  ?/• 
*'  hdma,     Viftory  is  at  hand.     Rejoice  at  the  news  of  it, 
*'  efpecially  fince  the  rebels  fuffer  as  muj:h  as  you.'*  The  day 
following,  fome  of  Abd^allah'%  men  were  killed  by  another 
ftorm,  that  was  extremely  violent,  which  gave  Al  Hejaj  a  far- 
ther opportunity  of  animating  his  troops.     At  laft,  Abd^aUab^ 
having  been  deferted  by  moft  of  his  friends,  io,coo  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Mecca^  and  even  his  two  fons  Ham%a  and  Kb^ 
heib^  deilred  to  know  his  mother's  fentiments  as  to  the  courfe  he 
was  to  take.  He  reprefented  to  her,  that  he  was  almoft  intircly 
abandoned  by  his  fubjeds  and  relations ;  that  the  few  who 
perilled  in  their  fidelity  to  him  could  fcarce  enable  him  to 
defend  the  city  any  longer ;  and  that  the  Syrian  Khalifvfo\j\A 
grant  him  any  terms  he  fhould  think  fit  to  demand.     She,  be* 
ing  a  woman  of  inflexible  refolution,  and  not  able  to  bear  the 
thoughts  of  feeing  her  fon  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  pri- 
vate perfon,  having  herfelf  been  the  grand>daughter,  or  ra* 
ther,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  the  daughter,  of  Abu 
Becr^  the  firft  Khalifa  advifed  him  by  no  means  to  furvive 
the  fovereignty  of  which  he  was  upon  the  point  of  being  de- 
prived.    This  perfeftly  agreeing  with  his  own  fentiments,  he 
refolved  to  die  in  the  defence  of  the  place ;  fo  that,  to  the  grieat 
furprize  of  the  befiegers,  he  maintained  himfelf  there  ten  days 
longer,,  tho'  deflitute  of  arms,  troops,  and  fortifications.    At 
lafl,  having  taken  a  final  leave  of  his  mother,  and  being 
animated  by  defpair,  he  made  a  fally  upon  the  enemy,  de- 
ftroyed a  great  number  of  them  with  his  own  hands,  and  wa$ 

'  MS.  Laud.  num.  i6i.  abi  fup.    Ockley,  ubi  fup.  p.  341, 
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it  length  himfelf  killed,  fighting  valiantly,  upon  the  fpot 
We  are  cold,  that  his  mother  obliged  him  to  put  ofF  a  coat  of 
mall  he  had  on  when  he  made  her  his  la(l  viiit,  and  which  he 
wore  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  defend  her ;  preiling 
him,  after  the  conference  was  over,  to  rufli  dnto  the  midft  of 
the  enemy,  and  die  a  martyr  for  the  caufe  of  truth.  It  is  alfo 
faid,  that  when  he  told  her  be  was  not  fo  much  afraid  of  dyr 
ing,  as  of  being  expofed  after  death,  (he  courageoufly  replied, 
ffSen  ajheep  is  once  kille4y  it  is  not  fenfibU  of  the  pain  of  ex*  • 
coriation  ;  and  that,  in  order  to  infpire  him  with  a  greater  de«- 
gree  of  fortitude  in  the  article  of  death,  ihe  gave  him  a 
draught  into  which  a  pound  of  muik  had  been  infufed.  The 
enemy,  not  daring  to  approach  him,  pelted  him  with  ftonea, 
and  wounded  him  in  feveral  places,  before  they  gave  him  the 
fatal  firoke.  When  he  felt  the  blood  run  down  his  face  and 
beard,  he  repeated  an  Arabic  verfe,  importing,  that  the  blood 
of  our  tuounds  dees  not  fail  down  upon  our  heels^  but  upon  our 
pet.  By  which  he  implied,  that  he  did  not  turn  bis  back  up^ 
on  bis  enemies,  however  terrible  they  might  appear.  After 
his  death,  AlHejJj  ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  ofF,  and  his  body 
to  be  affixed  to  a  crofs  in  the  city.  Which  body,  being  per- 
fumed with  the  muik  Abd^allah  had  drank,  emitted  a  grateful 
odour  for  ieveral  days ;  and  was  afterwards  interred  in  the 
burying  place  of  the  "Jews  at  Medina.  As  to  the  duratioa 
of  the  iiege  of  Mecca^  authors  are  not  perfe£Uy  agreed ;  fome 
snaking  it  to  anpiount  to  feven  months  and  a  few  days,  and 
others  to  eight  months  and  feventeen  nights.  According  to 
the  writers  followed  by  Al  Makln^  Abd"aUah^%  mother  furvived 
him  only,  five  days.  The  reduftion  of  Mecca  put  Ab(PalmaIec 
in  pofleffion  of  the  pe'ninfula  of  the  Arabsy  and  confequently 
rendered  him  fole  and  abfolute  mafter  of  the  Moflem  empire '. 

Abd'allah  ijBN  ZoBEiR  prefided  over  the  Arabs  nine  Abd^alfah 
years  and  twenty-two  days,  having  been  inaugurated  imme-  £bn  Zo-* 
diately  after  the  death  of  17z/V.     He  was  a  ipan  of  extraor-  beirV  r^a- 
dinary  courage,  as  was  allowed  even  by  Abd'abnalec  and  Tha^  ra^itr. 
rik  themfelves,  and  as  fufEciently  appeared  from  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  condu<Sl,  but  more  paiticularly  from  his  noble  de- 
fence of  Mecca^  tho'  the  place  was  in  a  manner  void  both  of 
troops  and  fortifications.     He  has  been  reprefented  likewife  by 
fome  of  the  eaftern  writers  as  a  perfbn  of  exemplary  piety, 
and  fo  fixed  and  unmoved  when  employed  in  the  performance 
of  his  devotions,  that  nothing  could  divert  his  attention  from    * 

*  MS.  Laad.  nam.  161.  ubi  fup.  ALMAKiN,ubi  fup.  p.  61, 6z. 
EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  366 — 369.  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup. 
p.  199.  D'Herbel.  Bibliotb,  orient,  in  arc.  Ah^allab  Ebn  Zohcir^ 
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the  objed  of  them;   of  which  they  fupply  us  with  the  foOofir- 
ing  remarkable  inftance.     When  he  was  once  at  prayer,  'a 
pigeon  lighted,  upon  his  head,  and  fat  there  a  coniiderable 
time,  without  his  being  in  the  leaft  fen&ble  of  it.     And  yet 
notwithftanding  thefe  amiable  qualities,  he  is  faid  to  have 
been  covetous  to  fuch  a  d^ree,  that  his  avarice  became  a  pro- 
verb amongft  the  Arabs.     Abulfeda  relates^  that  he  wore  a 
fuit  of  cloaths  forty  years  without  ever  putting  them  ^ofF  hb 
back ;  which  is  abfolutely  incredible.    He  was  about  feventy- 
two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  of  a  family  not 
very  acute,  accoiiding  to  fome  of  the  MoJUm  hiftorians.    His 
Secretary's  name  was  Deyl  Ebn  Omqr^  and  his  chamberlain's 
Salem,     In  the  beginning  of  the  ii^e  of  Mecca^  he  refided  for 
the  moft  part  in  the  Caaba ;  but  after  Al  Hejaj  had  beat  dovm 
one  part  of  that  place  by  the  ftones  he  difcharged  upon  it, 
and  fet  fire  to  the  other  by  fome  burning  balls  of  pitch,  which, 
by  the  afSftance  of  his  engines,  he  found  means  to  commu- 
nicate to  it,  he  found  himfclf  obliged  to  retire  to  his  own 
houfe.     In  fine,  Abd^aUab  was  killed,  and  Mecca  taken,  on  the 
1 8th  day  of  the  former  Jomaday  in  the  73d  year  of  the  Hejra^ 
or  of  Christ  692.    About  this  time,  AbcPalmdUc  ordered  the 
'     .       poll-tax,  or  capitation,  called  Taadil^  to  be  levied  upon  the 
Chrijiians  of  Syria.  The  fame  year,  Mohammed  Ebn  Merwek 
gained  a  vidory  over  the  Gr/f>&i,  which  w^  attended  with  the  j 
furrender  of  Ajafiyah ;.  and  Othman  Ebn  ff^alid mzdc  an  irrop-  j 
tion  into  Armenia  with  a  body  of  4000  Arabs^  and  defeated  ' 
likewife  an  army  of  the  fame  nation  that  amounted  to  6o,ooa 
men.  The  Greek  writers  only  in  general  obferve,that  all  civil 
wars  ceafing  at  this  time  amongft  the  Moflems^  they  became 
reunited  under  one  prince;  and  that  Abd'alm&lec  being  now 
firmly  feated  lipon  his. throne,  difcovered  an  inclination  to  keep 
up  a  good  underftanding  with  all  the  neighbouring  powers  ^ 
Several         Af  t  £  r  the  late  vidory,  Mohammed  Ebn  Merwan^  who  was 
Jharf  en-   then  governor  of  Armenia^  Mefopotamioy  and  Aderbijanj  fuf- 
gagements  tained  a  very  great  lofs  in  the  firft  of  thofe  countries^  by  the  1 
in  Anne-  defeat  and  total  deftrudion  of  an  army  rf  100,000  men,  feilt 
^Wf  againft  the  Hararians^  Kharariansy  or  rather  Khazarians^  there. 

Upon  which,  Mohammed^  at  the  head  of  another  army  of  J 
40,000  men,  who  were  all  chofen  troops,  penetrated  into  the  j 
very  heart  oi Armenia ^  defeated  and  difperfed  a  large  b6dy  of.; 
the  Khazgriansy  drove  them  into  their  temples^  and  redacel 

*  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  ubi  fup.  Ism.  Abulfed.  hid.  univer. 
vol.  i.  MS.  Poc.  num,  303.  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.  Al  Makin,  abi 
fup.  p.  62.  DioNYs.  Telmarens.  apud  Jof.  Simon  AfTemaa.  ' 
in  Biblioth.  oriental.  Clementino  Vatican,  torn.  ii.  p<  104.  ut  et 
ipfe  Jos.  Simon.  Asseman,  ibid.  Theophan.  chronograph,  p. 
304.  Geo&g.  CfiOKEN.  hiftoriar.  compend.  p.  4^1. 
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iiem  to  afhes  there.  Moflem  Ehn  Ahialmalec  Ehn  Menvak 
alfo,  with  another  body  of  the  Mojiim  tbrces,  attlcked  an  array 
of  80,000  KhazarUinSy  at  the  Iron,  or  Cafpian^  Gatesy  and  de-* 
ftroyed  a  great  number  of  them.  The  reft  were  obliged  by 
the  vidors  to  embrace  the  Mohammedan  faith.  Several  other 
a6Hoiis  happened  about  the  fame  time  in  that  country,  of 
which  no  clear  and  diftind  account  has  been  handed  down 
to  us  either  by  the  Moflem  or  Chrifttan  hiftorians  \ 

In  the  74th  year  of  the  Hejra^  Al  Hejdj  demoli  Aied  the  tempb  HejijT* 
.crf^  Mecca^  after  it  had  been  repaired  by  Ahd^allah  Ehn  Xoheivy  cruelijm. 
>  rebuilt  it^  and  reftored  it  to  the  form  it  was  in  before  Moham^ 
Mud's  time,  wherein  it  ftill  remains.     Having  been  appoiAt^d 
the  governor  of  MidinOj-hQ  exercifed  unheard-of  cruelties  up- 
on the  inhabitants  of  that  city.  He  frequently  quarrelled  with 
them  without  any  manner  of  provocation,  and  puniihed  them 
where  there  was  not  the  leaft*  appearance  of  any  crime.     It 
has  been  obferved  by  fome  Aral/  writers,  that  there  happened 
a  very  remarkable  folar  eclipfe  this  year,  on  Monday^  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  former  Jornada ;  in  one  part  of  the  duration 
0f  which  the  ftars  very  clearly  appeared  '^. 
.    The  following  ytSiX^Abialmalek  made  AlHejaj  his  Heutenant  Hejaf  ap^ 
ei Iraki  of  which  poft  that  general  took  pofleiSon  at  Cufa^pointed g^ 
tfoorted  by  a  body  of  12,000  horfe.     The  Khalif  1  ike  wife  v^^^r^/^ 
conftituted  him  governor  of  Kh$ra/an  SLtid  Sijiftdn^  after  the  Irak, 
\  death  of  his  brother  Bafi>ar.  Al  Hejdj  entered  Cufa^  muffled  up  Khoraaaa, 
1^  in  his  turbant^  and  was  foon  furrounded  by  crouds  of  people,  f  ^^  ^^" 
f  who  preiled  forwards  to  fee  him.  He  told  them  their  curiofityJ^^^* 
!  Ihould  foon  be  gratified,  as  he  would  immediately  difcover  him- 
'  idi  to  them.   Then  going  diredly  to  the  mofque,  he  afcended 
iktmemtary  or  pulpit,  where  he  treated  them  after  a  very  coarfe 
nanner ;  fwearing  that  he  would  make  the  wicked  bear  his 
own  burden,  and  fit  him  with  his  own  {hoe.     One  day,  after 
a  fhort  paufe,  in  the  pulpit,  he  faid,  O  people  of  Irik !  met/jinks 
I  fee  the  heads  of  men  ripe  and  ready  to  be  gathered^  and  tur^' 
iants  and  ieards  JprinJtled  with  bloods     The  day  after  his  ar- 
rival at  Ciifay  he  upbraided,  in  very  fbarp  terms,  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  city ;  fwearing  to  them  from  the  pulpit,  that 
his  punifliments,  in  rigour  and  feverity,  (hould  exceed  thofe 
9f  die  mofl  cruel  of  his  predeceilbrs,  and  be  a  pattern  for  his 
,  fiiccUTors  to  the  remoteft  periods  of  time.     Thofe  who  had 
any  hand  in  the  murder  of  Othmdn  were  the  principal  objedis 
of  his  fury  and  refentment,  both  at  Cufa  and  Bafra ;  to  the 
latter  of  which  places  he  went  after  a  fliprt  ftay  at  the  other,    - 
and  made  the  citizens  there  a  fpeech  conceived  in  much  the 

■  ALMAKiN.ubi  fup.  p.62.   D*Herbel.  p.  429,  1002,  1003. 
•Ism.  Abulped.  ubi  fup.  Al  Jannab.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.    . 
I  ^3.  Gasc.  Abu'l-Faka J,  ubi  fup,  Eutych.  ubi  fup.  p.  368, 369. 
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lame  terms  as  that  above- nien(ioned.  And  to  give  the  Baf- 
rans  a  tafte  of  his  difcipline,  he  caufed  one  of  them,  who  had 
been  informed  againft  as  a  rebel,  to  be  beheaded  upon  the 
fpot.  In  fine,  his  condud  Co  exafperated  the  people  of  IrdJtj 
that  they  made  an  infurre£^ion  againft  him  ;  but  having  de- 
feated them  in  a  pitched  battle,  and  fent  eighteen  of  their 
heads  to  Jl  MobalUb^  he  returned  to  Bafra,  Soon  after 
which,  he  fent  a  body  of  troops,  under  the.  command  of  ^/ 
MohalUb^  called  by  Al  Maktn  Al  MobalUh  Ebn  Abufafra^  and 
AbSalrabmanEbnAlMebnefy  againft  thc^ztfrtfi;V«,who  began 
again  to  be  in  motion.  .  T hofe  generals  at  firft  obtained  fe- 
veral  advantages  over  the  rebels ;  but  AbSalrahmdn^  refufing 
to  liften  to  the  advice  of  Al  Mohalkbj  and  negleding  to  in- 
trench himlelf,  was  at  laft  furprized,  and  cut  to  pieces,  with 
all  the  troops  he  commanded  ;  which  proved  a  very  confider- 
able  lofs.  What  part  of  the  Aiojlem  territories  was  the  theatre 
of  this  war,  we  are  not  told  by  the  Arab  writers  \  but,  from 
feveral  circumftances  recorded  by  thofe  writers,  either  the  pro- 
vince of  Ahwazj  or  fome  neighbouring  diftri£t,  feems  to  have 
been  the  fcene  of  thefe  commotions.  The  Azaraiiiesy  at  this 
time,  were  probably  pofted  at  no  great  diftance  from  Bafra^ 
as  the  revolt,  that  happened  there  at  this  jun£hire,  proved  no 
fmall  encouragement  to  thofe  rebels,  and  animated  them  to 
attack  the  forces  fent  againft  them  by  AlHejoj,  However,  they 
'  reaped  no  great  advantage  from  that  event ;  AlMohalUb  foon 
afterwards  putting  them  to  flight,  and  driving  jthem  before 
him,  as  it  ihould  feem,  into  fome  of  the  remoter  parts  df 
Perjia,  We  have  already  siven  our  readers  a  defoription  of 
the  province  and  city  of  Ahwaz^  and  ihall  therefore  take  no 
farther  notice  of  it  here  '. 
SsHthanif  In  the  76th  year  of  the  Hiyra^  Saleb  Ebn  Mar}y  a  hol- 
Shebibr/- headed  fedaiy,  and  Sbebib  Ebn  Zeidj  a  Kharejitey  took  up 
Magatftfi  zrms  againft  the  Khali/.  They  had  both  been  on  pilgrimages 
tbe  £ha-  at  Mecca  the  preceding  year,  when  AbialmaUc  was  there,  and 
1^^'  formed  a  confpiracy  againft  him.   The  Khalifa  being  apprized 

of  this,  ordered  AlHejaj  to  feize  them ;  but  tbeji:  eluded  all  his 
vigilance,  and  found  means  to  make  their*  efcape.  Salebxe-' 
mained  very  fecure  a  month  at  Cufay  and  concerted  the  moft 
proper  meafures  with  his  friends  there  to  carry  his  defign  into 
execution.  That  branch  of  the  Khdnjites^  that  foJlbwed 
him,  went  under  the  name  of  Safrians^  anJ  appeared  now  for 
the  firft  time  in  arms.  He  was  a  man  much  given  to  devo- 
tion, and  had  many  followers  in  Mawfel  an<J  Mefopoiamia^ 

/^  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  ubi  fup.  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi 
fup.  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  p.  63.  D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient. 
in  art.  Hegiagej  p  442,  443,   Golix  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  118. 
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Id  whom  he  frequently  read  and  expounded  the  Koran.  He 
once  delivered  a  difcourfe,  which  (o  pleafed  all  his  hearers^ 
diat  they  begged  he  would  favour  them  with  a  copy  of  it.  He 
granted  their  requeft  ;  and  by  this  means  that  difcourfe  has 
been  prefi^nred  to  the  prefent  age ;  but  as  it  is  little  better  than 
enthuiiaftic  cant,  or  rather  a  collection  of  crude  exhortatory 
obfervations,  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  thofe  hot-headed  illite- 
rate enthufiafts,  to  whom  it  was  direded,  and  intirely  calcu* 
hted  to  excite  them  to  a  rebellion ;  as  it  throws  not  the  leaft 
light  upon  that  part  of  the  jfrah  hiftory,  in  which  we  are  now 
engaged,  and  confcquently  ccmtains  nothing  that  can  tender  it 
in  any  degree  either  inftru£tive  or  entertaining ;  an  omiffion  of 
it  here  will  by  no  means  prove  unacceptable  to  our  fagacious 
and  intelligent  readers  ^. 

Whilst  SaUb  was  haranguing  his  followers,  in  order  to  And  an 
infpire  them  with  fentiments  of  abhorrence  both  of  the  Khalif  driven  t» 
and  jtl  Hejaj,  he  received  a  letter  from  Sbebib ;  wherein  that  Mawfel* 
incendiary  reproved  him  for  being  ib  tardy  in  his  motions. 
Saliby  in  his  anfwer,  by  way  of  recrimination,  told  him,  that^ 
had  be  himfelf  not  been  fo  dilatorv,  hoftilities  would  have 
commenced  before  that  time  againft  the  wicked  Imam\  that 
his  delay  had  raifed  in  them  a  fufpicion  of  him ;  and  that  they 
wailed  only  for  his  arrival^  in  order  to  enter  upon  a£tion. 
This  routing  Sbebib^  he  immediately  joined  Saleh  at  Dara'l^ 
jaziray  that  is,  Dardy  or  DaraSy  in  Mefopotamia^  of  which 
Mobanmud  Ebn  Menuan  was  at  that  time  governor,  with  a 
fmall  body  of  infantry,  and  faluted  him  emperor  of  the  faith* 
fill  there.     After  this  jundion,  they  feized  fome  of  Msbam-' 
nuis  hories  in  a  neighbouring  village,   upon  which  they 
mounted  their  foot.    The  governor  fooh  received  intelligence 
of  their  motions  ;  but  defpiiine  their  number,  the  whole  force 
commanded  by  thefe  enthuiiaits  not  exceeding  120  men,  he 
only  ordered  Adi  to  march  againft  them  with  a  detachment  of 
500  men.     But  Adi  informing  him,  that  this  force  was  infuf-* 
ficient  to  reduce  them,  he  reinforced  him  with  500  more; 
upon  which,  he  advanced  to  Darasy  near  which  place  the 
Safriansy  or  Kbarejiteiy  had  pofled  themfdves.     Adiy  having 
no  mind  to  fight,  notwithftanding  his  vaft  fuperiority  in  point 
of  numbers,  gave  Sakh  to  underitand,  that,  if  he  would  quit 
Mefobotawiay  and  invade  fome  other  province,  he  would  not 
oppole  him ;  but  this  SaUh  refufed  to  do,  except  Adi  would  de- 
clare himfelf  to  be  of  the  fame  religious  and  political  fentiments 
with  the  SafrianSy  who  acknowleged  him  for  their  chief.  This 
propofal  not  beine  rellfhed  by  Adiy  nothing  could  then  be  con« 
eluded  upon.    Adi^  foon  after  this  fa&  effort  to  prevail  upon 

7  MS«  Laud.  num.  i6t.  I$u.  Abulfed.  et  Al  Makin,  obi 
fop.  D^Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  in  art.  Scbebii  BtnZiidyif,  7 So. 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.11.  ,    L  SaUb 
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Salib  to  'dq>art  out  of  Mefipotamia  by  amicable  fneans  proreci 
ineffe^ual,  not  beiog  Aifiiciently  upon  his  guard,  was  fiur-^ 
prized  by  the  enemy  i  who  attacked  him  whilft  he  was  faying 
the  noon-prayers,  put  him  to  the  rout,  and  made  tbem-i 
felves  mafters  of  his  camp*     Mohammed^  receiving  advice  oC 
this  defeat,  ordered  KhdUdEbnJll  Jcra  and  AlHaretb^  each  at 
the  head  of  1500  men,  to  advance  againft  the  Separatiftii 
who  coming  up  with  diem  near  jtmed^  or  Amday  a  fioce 
confllA  enfued*    The  rebels  behaved  with  great  bravery  on 
&is  occafion,  and  repulfed  in  fuch  a  manner  the  Kbidif*%  hoiie^ 
that  they  were  obliged  to  difmount,  and  fight  on  foot :    after 
which,  they  warmly  attacked  the  enemy^     However,  the 
Safrian/  defended  themfclves  with  unparalleled  intrepidity,  dll 
the  approach  of  the  night  put  an  end  to  the  action ;  tbo'  find* 
jng  tbemfelves  not  able  to  cope  with  the  Kiali/^s  forces,  they 
foon  after  decamped,  and  retired  with  great  precipitation  to 
AicnvfiL  From  thence  they  coiitinued  their  route  to  Dafeara^ 
where  they  pitched  their  tents*    We  muft  not  foi^et  to  ob- 
ierve^  that,  tho'  the  diipute  near  Amida  was  on  bodi  fides  b 
obftinate,  neither  the  Khaltf%  troops,  nor  the  Safrians^  fufhun- 
ed  any  confiderable  lois ;  the  former  not  having  bad  many 
above  70,  and  the  latter  only  30  men  killed  in  the  a^on  ^. 
Shebib^-     Ai.  Hejaj  having  been  informed,  that  the  Safrians^  uiider 
feats  the    the  command  of  SaUh  and  Shebiby  had  taken  pon  at  Dafcar^j 
Khalif  V    fent  Al  Hdntb  AI  Hamadani  to  drive  them  from  thence  with  a 
forces,  andhoAy  of  5000.  men.    Whilft  Al  Haretb  was  upon  his  march, 
takes        he  received  advice,  that  Sal^b  had  abandoned  Dajcara^  and 
Cilia.       feemed  to  be  moving  towards  Jalouta  and  Kdtiiin;  upon 
which,  he  purfued  him  with  great  expedition,  endeavouring, 
by  forced  marches,  to  come  up  with  him.    At  laft,  the  two 
armies  faced  each  other  at  Modbajj  a  little  town  or  viUage  up- 
on the  Tigrisy  between  Mawfel  and  Jukbi^  and,  after  fome 
previous  motions,  engaged.    Saleb's  forces  were  compofed 
only  of  three  companies,  confiding  of  thirty  men  each ',  which, 
Aot  being  able  to  make  head  againft  Al  Hdntb^s  troops,  were 
foon  thrown  into  confufion,  and  Saleb  himfelf  killed  upon 
the  fpot.    Shibib  was  alfo  beaten  ofF  his  horie,  obliged  for- 
fome  time  to  fight  on  foot,  and  at  laft  made  his  retreat  in  ex* 
«  cellent  order  to  a  neighbouring  caftle.  From  thence,  tho*  fur- 
rounded  by  AlHarito%  numerous  forces,  with  his  .little  lurmy, 
or  rather  troop,  hefmade  a  Tally  upon  the  enemy,  penetrated 
about  midnight  to  the  very  centre  of  their -camp,  cut  many  of 
them  to  pieces,  wounded  the  general  himfelf,  who  was  with 
great  difficulty  carried  off,  and  difperfed  the  moft  confideraUe 
part  of  the  army  he  commanded.    By  this  vi^iory,  Sbebib 

*  lidem  ibid.     Golii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  232*  235,  241,  & 
alib.  paff.  Ocklby,  nbi  fup.  p.  352-— »362. 
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gnmated  has  friends,  and  became  terrible  even  to  Hijij  biniftlf^ 
whom  be  worfted  in  feveral  a£Uons  conicquential  to  it.  Naj^ 
taking  advantage  of  that  general's  abfence,when  at Ai^^, with- 
out any  confiderable  oppofition,  he  made  himfelf  mafler  of  C£fu 
About  this  timc^jfiMohailebEin  Mufiffra^  whom  jflHefaj  had 
continued  his  lieutenant  of  Kborafan^  departed  this  life.  He 
was  a  perfon  of  an  extraordinary  charader,  both  for  his  furpriz;*- 
jDg  abilities,  and  his  uncommon  generofity  of  temper.  When 
be  was  at  the  point  of  death,  he  gave  his  fons  a  bundle  of  ar- 
Tovrs  CO  break;  which  none  of  them  being  able  to  do,  he 
afted  them  whether  they  could  break  thofe  arrows  firgly  ?  To 
which  they  s^nfwered  in  the  affirmative.  **  Then,"  faid  he, 
•^  fiippofe  yourfelves  to  be  like  that  bundle  of  arrows  here  ex- 
**  hibtted  to  yotr  view,  and  not  to  be  reprefented  by  the  dif- 
^  united  arrows;''  intimating  hereby,  that  as  their  union 
would  render  them  invincible,  fo,  the  moment  difcord  entered 
amoiigft  them,  they  would  begin  to  advance  towards  de- 
flrudion  «• 

Al  He  J  aj,  determined  not  to  bear  any  longer  the  infults  of  But  wir» 
SbeMy  wrote  to  the  Kkalif  iot  a  reinforcement;  who  fcnt'^^w*^ 
him  a  ftrong  detachment  of  the  Syrian  forces^  to  enable  him^"^^'^{'' 
to  extirpate  the  Safriam  under  the  command  of  that  enthu-  ^,  ^^^f** 
fiaft.    After  he  had  been  joined,  by  thcfe  fuccours,  he  ad-  }^r°^ 
vanced  againft  Shebiiy  whofe  army  did  not  confift  of  above  ^^^^ 
4000  horfe,  or,  as  others  fay,  600,  ^ave  h!m  battre  in  the 
plains  of  Ci^,  and  intirely  defeated  him.     Sbebib*s  wife  Ga^ 
uala^  who  had  attended  him  in  his  firft  march  to  C£/ay  his^ 
brother,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  his  men,  were  killed 
in  the  adion ;  and  the  reft  purfued  fome  parafangs  by  a  bodf 
4>f  the  Syrian  troops,  who  put  to  the  fword  only  thirty  of  the 
Safrians^  tho'  they  loft  themfelvips  above  100  men.    This  dif- 
after  obliged  Shibib  to  abandon  Cufaj  in  order  to  provide  for 
hi^own  fafety.     Having  therefore  pafled  the  Tigris^  he  ad^ 
vanced  to  Jukhi ;  f^om  whence,  repaffing  the  fame  river  at 
the  place  where  WAfu  was  afterwards  built,  he  retired  with 
gireat  precipitation  to  AhwaXy  and  from  thence  into  Kerman^ 
where  he  halted,.*  and  refre(hed  his  men.    In  the  mean  tim^ 
JiH^aj  ordered  Gazdla^s  head  to  be  wafhed,  and  interred  ; 
and  detached  S^Jldn  Ebn  Al  Jbrad^  whom  Abdalm  lee  had' 
lent  to  his  affiftance  out  of  Syria^  with  a  body  of  tr  ops  to 
march  againft  Sbebib^  who''had  advan  ed^  fecond  time  to  Jh^^ 
ivaz»     Spfian  came  up  with  the  enemy  at  a  budge  called  De^ 
jail  jfl  Amv.Zj  where  a  (harp  difpute  enfued  ;  in  which.  not« 
withftanding  the  inequality  of  numbers,  Shebib  feveral  ttmcs' 
itpulfed  the  Kbalifs  forces,  but  was  at  laft  himfelf  put  to 

*  MS.  Laud.  nam.  i6i.  &  Isic.  AauLrxp.  ubifup.   Ocxlst^ 
iibi  fap«  p.  364. 
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flight.  <    His  horfe,  leaping  upon  a  mare  before  him,  loofened 
the  ftones  of  the  bridge,  whilft  he  was  pacing  it,  and  forced 
his  foot  upon  the  edge  of  a  boat ;  which  threw  him  into  the 
river,  or  arm  of  the  fea,  as  we  find  intimated  by  /1l  Alakln^ 
that  a  little  farther  difcharges  -itfelf  into  the  bay  of  Bafra, 
Notwithftanding  which,  M.  D^Herbeloty  who  feems  to  nave 
followed  chiefly  the  Per/tan  hiftorians,  fays,  that  Shebib  was 
drowned  in  the  Sarfar^  a  river  o(  Syria.    The  firjfl.time  be 
emerged,  he  faid,  Pf^en  God  decrees  a  things  it  is  done ;  and 
the  fecond.  This  is  the  decree  of  the  Almighty,  the  all- 
wise  God:  upon  which,  the  Safriansj  being  ftruck  with 
terror,  immediately  cried  out.  The  emperor  of  the  faithful  is 
drcwned.     His  body  being  drawn  up  with  a  net,  the  head  was 
cut  off,  and  fent  to  JlHejaj^  who  was  not  a  little  [leafed  at  the 
fight  of  it.     When  the  body  was  opened,  the  heart  was  taken 
out  of  It,  and  found  to  be  prodigioufly  firm  and  hard,  like  a 
ftone.     His  mother  is  faid  to  hare  been  a  Chrijlian^  carried 
off  as  ^  prifoner>  and  cotifequently  a  flave,  by  Tezid  Ebn 
Naimj  after  a  viftory  obtained  by  the  AfoJIems  over  the  Greets^ 
in  the  Khcilifat  of  OthmSn^  and  the  25  th  year  of  the  Hejra. 
Proving  with  child  of  Shehlb  by  her  mafter,  (he  grew  ex- 
tremely fond  of  him  ;  and,  in  order  to  pleafe  him,  e;nibraced 
Mohammedifm.     Shebib  was  born  on  the  tenth  of  Dbu'UfaJja^ 
the  day  on  which  the  vid^ims  at  Mecca  are  killed.     Before  his 
birth,  his  mother  is  reported  to  have  feen  in  a  dream  a  flame 
proceeding  from  her,  that  diffufed  itfelf  over  the  fiice  of  the 
heavens,  and  extended  to  every  quarter ;  after  which,  a  coil 
<iropt  into  a  large  water,  and  was  quenched.     From  whence, 
continues  our  author,  C^c  inferred,  that  her  fon  was  to  be  a 
maq  of  blood,  elevated  to  an  exalted  ftation,  and  at  lafl  to 
periib  in  the  water.     Hencc.it  came  to  pafs,  that,  being  once 
informed  of  his  having- been  killed,  fhe  gave  no  credit  to  the 
-rumour;  but  that  being  told  he  was  drowned,  ihe  immedi- 
ately believed  it,  faying  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  come  to 
any  other  end.     After  Shebib* s  deaths  the  /tzaraJ^iteSj  or  Saf 
rlausy  quarrelled  amongti  themfelves;    the  greateft  part  of 
.them  deferring  their  leader,  Katri  Ebn  Fejdt,    This  gave  the 
.  Khalifa  troops  an  opportunity  of  attacking  them  to  great  ad- 
vantage, putting  4000  of  them  to  the  fword,  and  driving  the 
reft,  with  Katri^  into  Taberijian,    Upon  their  arrival  here,  they 
were  kindly  received  by  j1ft)id^  the  king  of  Tabtrijidn^  who  a^ 
-figned  them  a  part  of  his  territories  for  their  habitations.  They 
had  not  long  been  fettled  here,  before  they  infilled  upon  Afln^i 
neither  embracing  Ifa?nifnu,  or  paying  them  an  annual  tribute; 
which  he  refufing  to  do,  they  drove  him  to  Ray^  or  Raya^  a  po- 
pulous city  of  Al  Jahul^  in  the  Perfian  Irdky  where  he  implored 
/the  Khalf^  prote^iun.    He  afterwards  conduded  a  body  of 
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§t  Mojlem  troops  into  Tabiriftarty  where  they  fell  upon  the 
iiebds  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  killed  Katri  Ehn  Fojat  him- 
ielf  upon  the  fpot,  cut  a  great  number  of  his  men  in  pieces, 
and  took  all  the  reft  of  them  prifoners.  All  which  operations 
an  Arab  author,  followed  by  Mr.  Ockley^  places  in  the  77th 
year  of  the  Hejra\  as  do  alfo  Khondemir  and  another  Per- 
Jian  writer  \  tho'  the  hiftorians  epitomised  by  Al  Makin  afiert 
them  to  have  happened  in  the  preceding  year.  And  this  feems 
to  us  the  moft  probable  opinion,  as  thofc  hiftorians  affirm,  that 
Al  MobalUb  Ehn  Abufofray  who  died  in  the  76th  year  of 
Ae  aforefaid  sera,  commanded  the  MoJItm  forces  in  the  laft 
expedition*  Wc  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  Taberi/fany 
tfaefcene.of  this  expedition,  is  a  mountainous  traft,  full  of 
woods,  limited  in  part  by  the  region  called  Deylam^  and  the 
diftnAi  of  Gbilan  and  Caxbin^  faid  by  Golim  pretty  nearly  to 
anfwer  to  the  Hjrcania  of  the  antients.  But,  for  «  more  par- 
ticular account  of  that  remote  country,  we  muft  beg  leave  to 
refer  our  curious  readers  to  the  copious  defcription  of  it  ex- 
traded  by  the  laft*mentioned  author  out  of  the  oriental  geo- 
graphers *. 

The  fame  year,  that  is,  the  76th  of  the  Hejra^  in  the  The  Arabi 
KhaUftt  of  AbcTalmalecy  according  to  AlMaktn^  or  rather  the%f*  '• 
authors  he  followed,  dinars  and  dirhems  were  firft  ftruck  ^^'«  «•-: 
with  Arabic  infcriptions  upon  them.     Before  this  time,  the^CX* 
dinarsy  or  gold  coins,  had  Gnek^  and  the  dirhimSy  or  filver 
ones,  Pirfic  chara6):ers  upon  them.     The  firft  erection  of  a 
mint  amongft  the  Arabi  was  occafioned  by  the  following  acci- 
dent.    Ah^dlmalec  frequently  prefixed  to  the  letters  he  wrote 
to  the  Grtek  emperor  this  fliort  paflage  of  the  Kordn,  Say^ 
God  is  OTUy  or  Say^  there  is  one  God  ;  and  then  inferted  the 
name  of  the  prophet  with  the  date  of  the  letter,  according  to  ' 
the  Hejroy  or  the  aera  then  in  ufe  amongft  the  Arabs,     1  his 
giving  the  emperor  great  offence,  he  defired'the  KhoHf  to 
alter  that  manner  of  writing ;  threatening  otherwife  to  fend 
(bme  coins  that  (hould  mention  their  prophet  in  terms  not 
very  agreeable  to  him.     This  incenfed  AbiahmUcy    who 
thereupon  faid,  A  curfe  be  up§n  their  coins  f  and,  from  that 
time,  propofed  fetting  up  a  mint  in  his  own  dominions.   The 
firft  Arabic  money  feems  to  have  been  fome  dirhems  ftamped 
hy  AlHejajy  with  this  infcription,  Say^  there  is  one  God,  or, 
according  to  ^/ Af^)f/ff,  Allah  Samadj  God  is  eternal  i  which 
not  a  little  difpleafed  the  Mojlems^  as  they  imagined  that  tho 

^  MS.  l^aod.  num.  161,  abi  fup,  Ebn  Al  AxHiRy  AlMakik, 
i;bifup.  63,  64.  D*Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  in  irt,  Sebebib  Bern 
ZeU^  p.  780. .  KHONnEM ]R  &  Aut.  Niqjiiaristai^.  Golu  noc« 
zi  Alfragan.  p.  1 33-^— 197. 
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ikcred  ntma  of  God  would  be  thereby  expofed  to  Ae  toucb 
of  unclean  perfons  of  both  feyes.    Sonvf^r^  a  J^w^  regulated 
their  coinage,  which  was  very  rude  at  firft,  but  received  af« 
terwards  ieveral  improvements  in  the  times  oiOnuir  Etn  Ha^ 
Uraj  the  governor  of  Irdi^  KhaUd  Al  Karfin^   ^^fff  ^^ 
Omar 9  the  Khaljs  HarUn  AlRaJhidy  his  fon  At  Mamun^  and 
JlWathek.    In  the  days  of  Khaltd  AlKarJhi^  there  were  three 
iprt9  of  dirhimsy  a  fpecies  of  filver  coin  amongft  the  Arabs 
that  we  have  already  given  our  readers  (bine  account  of  in  the 
life  of  Aiohammidi  the  weight  of  eVerv  one  of  which  has  been 
banded  down  to  us  by  Jl  makin.    The  metal  at  firfl  was  not 
very  good,  but  received  afterwards  farther  degrees  of  perfec- 
tion in  the  aforefaid  reigns.  All  the  earlieft  coins  ftruck  by  ^ 
Sbaltfs  feem  to  have  had  only  legends  and  infcriptions  upon 
them  ;  however,  thofe  of  a  later  date  were  fometimes-  adorned 
with  the  heads  of  the  princes  who  ftruck  them,  or  the  figures  of 
^imals.     Of  the  firft  fort  we  have  one  preferved  in  the  Bid^ 
Igian  library  at  Oxfordy  which  is  perhaps  the  oldeft  Arabic  am 
extanti  it  havire  been  ftrt^k  at  Wufet  upon  the  Tigris^  in  the 
Khalifat  of  /Iffaiid  Ebn  ALialmdkc^  and  the  88th  year  of  the 
Hijra'i  or  of  Christ  707.    The  infcription  on  one  fide  of 
this  coin,  as  it  has  been  tranflated  by  the  reverend  and  learned 
Pr.  Hunt^  profeiTor  of  the  Hebrew  and  Arabic  languages  in 
-.  the  univerfuy  of  Oxford^  is,  There  is  ctily  one  Gou^  ivbe  has 
no  companion ;  and  round  it  the  following  words.  In  the  nam 
ikf  God,  this  dirhem  %^asjiruck  at  Wifet  in  the  year  of  the 
Hejra  88.     On  the  reverie  is  a  paflage  taken  out  of  the  1 12th 
.  fur  a  of  the  Kordn^  to  the  following  elFed:   God  is  one, 
effrnai,  neither  begetting  nor  begotten^  nor  is  there  any  being  tie 
kirn ;  and,  round  it,  another  taken  from  the  fixty-firft  fSra 
of  the  fame  book,  couched  in  the  following  terms,  MoH  am* 
MED  is  the  apofile  of  GoD,  whofent  him  with  a  direBien  and 
the  religion  of  truthy  that  he  might  render  this  religion  marecoM- 
fpicuous  than  any  otl^ ;  tho*  it  he  oppofed  by  the  Associ  ATORS. 
The  character  here  is  the  Cuficj  or  which  enough  has  been 
iaid  in  our  antient  hiftory  of  the  Arabs^  and  the  coin  is  ib  weU 
preferved,  that  it  may  feem  to  fome  not  to  be  gimufne.    It 
confifts  of  pretty  gooa  filver,  and  weighs  one  peny- weight  and 
twenty  grains.    Another  of  thefe  dirbems  is  to  be  feen  in  the 
very  valiiaMe  co)Ie6tion  of  antient  coins,  bequeathed  by  the 
late  archbifliop  M  akeXo  Cbriji  Church  college  in  Oxfeird\  and 
another  in  the  fma)l  cabinet  of  the  writer  of  this  hiflory ;  of 
both  which  our  readers  will  meet  with  an  explication  in  a 
proper  place.    Notv  ithftanding  what  has  been  advanced  to 
the  contrary  by  Al  Aiakin^  we  ar^  told  by  Theophanes  and  Ce^ 
drenusy  who,  inthis  point,  feem  to  deferve  fome  regard,  that 
Ahicdmilec  bad  b.egun  to  coin  money  of  a  new  fordO,  fuch  as 
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iiad  never  before  been  ieen,  in  the  fixtb  year  of  die  emperor 
Jujiinian  Il's  reign,  coincident  with  the  year  of  Christ 
Id9C,  or  691 ;  and  that  then  the  emperor  refufed  to  receive 
thetribute  fent  him  by  the  Khalifa  becaufe  it  confifted  intirely 
of  the  new  Arabic  money.  Which  if  we  admit,  it  muft  b^ 
allowed,  that  Jb^ahndUc  began  to  firike  £n£rs  and  dirhems 
at  leaft  five  or  fix  years  earlieii  than  the  time  that  has  been 
fixed  for  the  commencement  of  coinage  amongft  thtMoJlems 
by  the  Arab  hiftorians.  To  what  has  been  here  obferved, 
^thtophanes  feems  to  add,  that  the  emperor  made  the  Khalift 
oflSer  of  his  tribute  in  Arabic  money  one  of  his  pretexts  for 
coming  to  a  rupture  with  that  prince.  Be  that  as  it  will,  Ab^ 
JtalmMecy  if  we  will  believe  this  writer,  underftanding  that 
fufiinian  was  determined  to  break  the  treaty  lately  concluded 
with  the  Arah^  raifed  a  powerful  army,  and  gave  the  com* 
mandof  it  to  one  of  his>generals,  named  Mooammid\  who, 
cauluig  the  articles  of  the  late  treaty  to  be  carried  before  hif 
jnen  on  the  point  of  a  ipear,  met  the  emperor  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  SibaJiopoUsy  and  engaged  his  army  with  unparal- 
leled bravery.  But  notwithftanding  this,  m$hamntid  waa 
obliged  to  give  ground,  and  even  retire  to  his  camp  \  where, 
he  muft  have  periihed  with  hunger,  or  fubmitted  to  the  em* 
'peror,  had  he  not  v  in  the  mean  time  gained  over  20,000 
Sclaviy  with  their  commander,  in  the  emperor's  fervice  ; 
whofe  unexp^ded  defertion  caufed  fuch  a  confternation  in  the 
Greek  army,  that  they  immediately  betook  themfelves  to  a  pre- 
cipitate flight,  being  purfued  with  great  flaughter  by  the  Arabs. 
After  which,  Mohammed  harafled  the  imperial  ^provinces  in  a 
moft  cruel  manner,  and  made  himfolf  abfolute  mafterof  ^r-  ' 
fnema ;  which,  however,  returned  again  to  the  emperor  in  a 
very  Ihort  time,  l^he  fame  author  aifo  relates,  that  Mobam* 
pud  bribed  the  general  of  the  Sclavi  to  defert  the  emperor,  bjf 
fending  him,  in  the  heat  of  the  adtion,  a  quiver  full  of  dinars^ 
and  promifing  him  a  much  larger  fum.  Some  commotion3 
likewiie,  according  to  him,  happened  about  this  time  on  the 
fide  of  KboraJShy  in  which  a  great  number  of  the  Araks  loft 
their  lives  *-, 

In  the  77th  year  of  the  Hejra^  anfwering  to  the  696th  of  L^^ica 

.the  Chriftian  aera,  one  of  Abialmdlfc*%  commanders,  called ^^^^ar* 

by  Theothanes  and  Cedrenus  Alid^  made  an  incurfion  into  the  ""^'^^^   . 

imperial  territories,  plundered  them  in  a  dreadful  manner,  ™^'^'* 

and  then  retired  with  the  Cbrjfiiatt  prifoners  he  had  taken  into  '^  ^^°% 

*  Al  Maxin,  ubi  fap,  p.  64,  65.  Ebn  Al  Athir,  MS.Poc; 
aum.  137.  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.  Al  Kor.  Mo  ham.  f.  cxii,  Ixi, 
Salens  prelim,  difc.  p.  69.  Tmeophak.  chroAOgraph.  p.  304,  305^ 
306.  Cjsoac,  CsDRiN.  hiftoriar.  compend,  p.  44?. 
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the  Kbalifs  dominions.    About  the  fame  time,  Strgius^  »|ki* 
trician,  who  commanded  the  Greek-  troops  in  Lazica  and  £tfr* 
nuciumj  rebelled  a^ainft  the  new  emperor  Leonfius^  and  deli- 
vered up  both  of  tnofe  places  to  the  MoJIcm*    Befides  which, 
,  nothing  remarkable,  as  far  as  can  be  colleded  either  from  the 
Greek  or  Arab  hiftorians,  happened  this  year  "^v 
The  kx2i>%     The  following  year,  that  13,  the  78th  of  the  Hejra^  or  of 
reifuee       Chri^t  697,  the  MoJJems  invaded  Africa  with  a  very  conli- 
A  frica      derable  force,  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Carthage^  and  over* 
propria,    j-an  the  whole  country  .that,  in  the  earlier  ages,  properly  ap- 
pertained to  that  city.     But  they  were  foon  driven  out  by 
^ohn  the  patrician,  a  man  of  great  valour  and  experience  in 
war,  whom  the  emperor  had  fent  againft  them.     The  Arah%^ 
to  repair  the  great  loilcs  they  had  fuftained,  equipped  another 
.fleet,  and  returning  Xq  Africa^  obliged  Jchn  to  fly  to  the  fen- 
coafb,  where  he  imbarked  with  the  troops  under  his  command 
for  ConJlantinGple.     Thus  was  Africa^  or  rather  Africa  Pra* 
pria^  in  a  manner  without  oppoi;tion,  abandoned  once  more 
to  the  Mojlemi  '. 
Abd'al-         In  the  79th  year  of  the-KyVvy,  or  of  Christ  698,  Apfi" 
rahtnan     niar^  or  TiberiuSy  who  had  been  raifcd  to  the  empire,'  ffcnt 
rebels        his  brother  Heradms  into  Cappadcciay  to  watch  the  motions 
,  figainp      of  the  Arabs,     This  year,  according  to  Theopkanes  and  Cr- 
tbe  Kha-  ^drenufy  one  Abd^alrahmafiy  an  Arab  governor,  or  commander, 
|if.  rebelled  againft  the  Kh(ilif  in  Perfuiy  and  drove  the  Khdkbin 

out  of  that  country,     we  muft  here  beg  leave  to  obfervc, 
that  Khakhan  was  a  general  title  made  ufe  of  by  all  thofe 
princes  who  reigned  in  the  Tranfoxanian  provinces  ;  amongft 
which  we  may  reckon  the  Khans  of  the  Twksy  Tartars^  and 
Moguls.    The  old  church  at  Edejfa  was  thrown  down  this  year 
by  an  earthquake,  which  did  coniiderable  damage  in  the  neighs 
bouring  parts  of  Mefcpotamla  ^ 
Hcraclius      The  following  year,  being  the  eightieth  of  the  Hejra^ 
iit'Jiroys      and  the  6g9lh  of  the  Chrifti(in  aera,  the  Khalif  fent  a  gene* 
?oo,opo  .ral,  Q.2Xi^^  A^lohamrmdy  with  a  powerful  army,  into  Perfia\ 
iVrabs.      who,  after  he  had  been  joined  by  the  Khdkdny  overthrew  Ab- 
d^alrahmdn  with  very  great  flaughter,  killed  him  upon  the  fpot, 
and  reinftated  the  Kkakhdn  i(i  the  government  oVferfta.  About 
the  fame  time,  lieracliusy  one  or  Tiberius\  generals,  taking 
advantage  of  the  divifions  th$t   now  reigned  amongft  the 
:  Arabsy  penetrated  into  Syiria,  as  far  as  Samofaiay  wafted  all 

'  Theophan.  ubi  fup.   p.  309.    Cepren.  ubi  fup.  p.  443, 
•  Theqphan.  ct  Cedren.  ubi  iup.  i^  Theop^ak.  ubi  fup. 

p.  310.  Georg  Cedren.  p.  444.  D'Her3El.  Biblioth.  orient,  in 
^rc.  KhacQfjy  p.  983.  DioKYs.  Telmakens.  apud  Jof.  Sji^.  Aff?- 
iHan.  ubi  fi>j>.  p.  lo/i. 
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cbe  adjacent  territory,  and  put  to  the  fword  about  200,000  of. 
fbe  enemy.  After  which,  he  returned  to  Cappadocia^  loaded 
with  the  immenfe  booty  he  had  acquired  in  this  expedition  ^.' 

In  the^ift  year  of  the  Htjra^  A»  C.  700,  died  Mohammed Mohnm^ 
Ehn  Hantfyaby  who,  by  feveral  of  his  followers,  was  confir  med  Ebn 
dered,  after  Hofein'%  death,   as  lawful  Khaljf  and  /ma;n.  Hanifyah 
Some  of  the  Shittis  look  upon  him  as  an  illuftrious  prophet^^'^'* 
taken  and  pieferved  by  God  in  mount  Ridwa^  who  ihall  here- 
after appear,  and  fill  the  earth  with  ^iety  and  juftice ;  though 
others  of  them  utterly  explode  fo  ridiculous  a  notion.    His 
father's  name,  or  rather  furname,  according  to  the  Arab  poet 
MHamiriy  one  of  his  admirers,  was  5^^ ;  after  whofe  death, 
Katvlay  his  mother,  and  Sith's  widow,  was  married  to  jfli ; 
ib  that  he  was  not,  properly  fpeaking,  the  ion  of  that  Imam^ 
nor  defcended  from  Mohammed^  ^^  Hafan  and  Hofein  were. 
He  feveral  times  refufed  the  Khalifat^  and  was  furnamed  Ebu 
Hamfiyabj  that,  by  this  appellation,  he  might  be  diftinguiihed 
from  die  two  laft- mentioned  Imams ^  who  were  truly  and  pro* 
perly  AlPs  fons,  bv  FaUma^  the  daughter  of  the  prophet* 
Which  if,  with  M.  D'Herbelotj  we  admit,  Mr.  Ockley  mufl 
have  been  guilty  of  a  miflake  (as  indeed  the  furname  Ebn 
HanifyalhixitM  (eems  clearly  enough  to  evince)  when  he  mjikes 
this  Mohammid  to  have  been  the  real  fon  of  Alu  We  are  told 
by  the  Greek  writers,  that  the  Arabs  made  an  irruption  this 
year  into  the  imperial  territories,  and  laid  ficge  to  Antaradus 
in  Sjria ;  but  not  being  able  to  mailer  that^place,  they  rc« 
turned  to  Mopfueftia  in  Cilicia^  and  left  a  garifon  there. 
The  text  of  Thiophanesj  in  the  pai&ge  referred  to,  exhibiting 
Tar  ant  urn  for  AntaraduSj  may  be  emended  by  that  of  Cedrenus^ 
which  has  preferved  the  true  reading  Antaradus  hexe.    One 
AbiaUab^  according  to  thofe  authors,  commanded  the  Mojlem 
forces  this  campaign  ^. 

The  expedition  placed  by  the  Greek  writers  in  the  79th  Abd*al« 
year  of  the  Hejra^  and  faid  by  them  to  have  been  undertaken  rabmaa 
by  Ahdalrahmdn  againft  the  Khakhan^  really  happened  in  the  '^f5'... 
82d  year  of  that  aera,  according  to  x!titArab  hiilorians.  Which-  ^*  "'J*]  • 
foever  of  thcfc  may  be  in  the  right  as  to  the  year,  our  curious  2*'  "  ^ 
readers  will  not  be  difplcafed  to  find  here  the  foUowirtg  parti-  f^  '^^- 
culars,  extracted  from  the  oriental  authors,  relating  to  3jat  ex-  /L^7ir«w- 
pedition.  Al  Hejdj^  hating  Abialrahman  Ebn  Mohammed  ^bn^^^  • 
AJhab  Al  Kendi^  ordered  him  to  advance  againft  Zentil^  king 

t  Theophan.  et  Cedren  ubifap.  ^  D.  Hauir.  apod 

AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  p.  65.  utet  ipfe  AtMAKiN^ibid.  Ism.  Abul- 
FED.  ubi  fup.  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  ahi  fup.  D  Herbel.  Biblioth. 
prient.  in  art.  Hani/ah^  p.  428,  429.  Ockley's  hifl.  of  the  Sarac. 
vol.  ii.  p  8c,  272,  370.  Theophan.  chronograph,  p.  310,  311. 
Ceor^m.  ubi  fup. 
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of  the  TartSf  or  the  Khakhanj  and,  with  an  inconfidenble 
force  that  he  afllgned  him,  to  make  an  irruption  into  fais  do- 
minions. This  Al  Hijaj  did  in  order  to  dcftioy  him ;  of  which 
being  fecretly  informed,  he  took  care  to  acquaint  the  troops  im-  \ 
der  his  command  with  the  motive  to  this  expedition.  The  U* 
dicrs  finding  that  they  were  to  be  facrificed  to  AlHejif^  malice 
*^      againft  their  general,  refolved  to  be  revenged  of  the  governor 
for  his  barbarity ;  and  therefore  unanunoufly  took  an  oath  to 
fupport  Abi alrahman  Ebn  Mohammed,     Ahiahrahman  here- 
upon concluded  a  peace  with  the  Turk^  returned  into  /rof, 
and  marched  directly  againft  AlHej^ ;  who,  having  received  , 
advice  of  what  had  happened,  had  fent  to  the  Khalif  for  a 
reinf<ycement  of  the  5yr/<7»  troops.    After  the  arrival  of  thefe 
fuccours,  AlHejaj  attacked  Abdalrahman  Ebn  MchammedEki 
AJhah  AlKendii  but,  being  overthrown,  Abd'alrabmdn  carried 
his  vidorious  arms  to  Bafra^  and  was  joined  by  a  great  num- 
her  of  the  inhabitants  of  chat  place,  who  took  the  oath  of  aU 
^egiance  to  him.     Then  intrench'me  himfelf  on  one  fide  of 
the  city,  he  found  ^n  opportunity  of  .attacking,  to  great  ad« 
vantage,  Alhejdj^  in  his  turn,  and  gained  a  fecond  vidory  over 
him.     From  the  fcene  of  a&ion  he  moved  to  Cufa^  and  was 
received  with  open  arms  by  the  people  of  that  city.     In  the 
mean  time,  Al  Hefaj  uSemblcd  all  the  forces  he  was  able,  aod 
led  them  againft  Abfalrahmdn'y  whole  army,  by  the  acceffioa 
of  the  Bafransj  who  bad  conceived  an  invinciole  averfion  to 
'Al  Hejaj^  on  account  of  his  enormous  cruelty,  amounted  to 
100,000  men.  AlHejaj  in^zmped  zt^iplzceczlledDairJtorrahf 
and  Abffalrahman  at  another  denominated  Dairaljamajim^ 
.at  a  finall  diftance  from  the  enemy  i  and,  in  0ie  fpace  of  an 
hundred  days,  thefe  two  commanders  are  faid  to  have  Ibugbt 
eighty-one  battles.  At  laft,  AlHem  pxxtAbJTalrabman  to  fli^ 
and  cut  oiF40oo  of  his  men  ;  after  which,  the  latter  T^etreatcd 
to 5i7&^»,  where  he  was  fei^ed  by  AlHejaj* s  Iieutenant9  and  re* 
fcued  by  Zentil^  the  Turiy  his  friend  and  ally»    AlHef^^  re- 
ceiving intelligence  of  this,   fent  Yezid  Ebn  Al  Afabelleb 
zgzinft  Zentily  in  order  to  force  him  to  deliver  up  AbeFab-ab- 
man  into  his  hands.     Zentil  made  the  proper  difpofitions  for 
his  defence,  and  engaged  Te^d  with  an  army  of  60,000  men; 
but  he  was  foon  overthrown,  had  n^znj  of  his  men  killed, 
and  a  great  number  of  them  taken  prifoners ;  amongft  whoa 
was  Miabrahman  himfelf.     With  regard  to  the  manner  of 
that  general's  death,  ^tArab  writers  are  not  perfedly  agreed  \ 
but,  according  to  fome  of  the  heft  of  them,  he  threw  himicif 
headlong  from  the  top  oT  an  high  houfe,  in  order  to  avoid 
■Ifalling  into  the  hands  of  his  moft  implacable  enemy.     Wha| 
became  of  Hafan  Al  Bafri^  SttVd  Ebn  Hafein^  Hfidx  Ebn  Abw 
ieil,  and  Qthe^^  of  his  principal  accomplices^  we  are  not  toM 
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Ihr  the  Moffrm  hiftorians.  Some  of  thofe  writers  afiert,  that 
dlMoballeb  Ebn  Abufafray  AlHqaf%  lieutenant  of  Kborajan^ 
died  this  year  i  that  be  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Tizia  in 
lliat  poft ;  and  that,  upon  TeziiPs  removal  fome  time  after 
fipom  thence,  Fadl^  another  of  JI  Mohalleb^s  fons,  was  fubfU-  « 
tuted  in  his  room.  The  Greek  writers  relate,  that  Baanes^ 
fumamed  Heptaittmony  from  the  feven  devils  with  which  he 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  pofleiTed,  betrayed  this  year  like- 
wife  Armma  to  the  Arabs ^  for  which  he  doubtlefs  received  a 
veiy  confiderable  reward  *.  * 

The  following  year,  being  the  8  jd  of  the  H^ra^  and  of  Al  Hcjig 
tCHRiST  702,  AiHejiij  built  a  city  upon  the  77jTii, which  he^'f^* 
called  ff^d/et.    That  name  fignifies  the  mJdle  in  the  Arabic^ ^^ 
language,,  bccaufe.  this  city  flood  in  the  mid -way  between  J#f*  {*• 
■  pajra  and  CUfo.  The  eaftcm  authon,  however,  a  little  diflfer     8"^ 
about  the  year  of  its  foundation;  Ebn  Shohfwb  making  this 

•  to  have  been  the  83d,  and  Khondemir  the  84th,  of  the  Mof^ 
'    lem  sera.     The  Arabs  call  the  circumjacent  trad  AlAbar^  the 

VoeBsy  as  it  abounds  with  wells  ;  and  near  the  city  there  is  a 
place  bearing  the  name  of  Al  Abir  Al  Araly  the  wells  9f  the 
Arabs.  fFyetj  according  to  the  Arab  tables,  is  (ituated  in 
ChaUaay  or  Babylonian  fi'dJt,  in  long.  81^  2^9  ^^^  '^^*  3^* 
2(/  N.  The  P^r^«^geographer  fays,  that  it  is  feated  upon 
the  Tigris^  at  an  equal  diitance  from  Baghdad,  Cifay  Bafra^ 
and  Abtvaz}  that  is,  about  fifty  parafangs  from  every  one  of 
thofe  cities.  This  year  the  nobility  of  ^r/yz^/a  drove  the 
Arabs  oat  of  their  country,  and  f|pnt  to  Afjmary  or  Ttberius, 
for  affiftance.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  Adohammedj  one  of 
the  Kbalifz  generals,  entering  Armenia  with  a  powerfbl 
army,  recovered  that  province  \  and,  having  got  the  authors 
of  the  revolt  into  his  hands,  burnt  them  all  alive.  Encou- 
raged wuh  this  fuccefs,  the  Moflems  invaded  Cilicia  once 
more  under  the  condud  of  Azar'^  but  were,  to  the  number 

•  of  10,000,  either  cut  in  pieces  by  Heracliusj  or  taken  prif 
foners,  and  fent  in  chains  to  Conjiantinople.  That  Wjfi^  was 
founded  this  year,  as  Ebn  Sbohnah  affirms,  notwithfranding 
what  has  been  advanced  to  the  contrary  by  Khondemir^  may 
^  inferred  from  Aii^l-Faraj  * . 

■ 

*  Al  Makin  &  Isii.  Abulfed.  obi  fap.  D*Herbbl.  Bibliotli; 
orient  10  art.  Hegsazge  Bern  Jo/e/ Al Thaiefi,  p.  442.  Theopha- 
1IE8,  uIh  fop.  p.  311.  Csp^^N.  obi  fup.  ^  Grbo.  AbuY* 

Faraj*  in  hift.dynaft.  p.  200.  Ebn  Shohnah,  Mohammed  Al 
PiRAUZABAD.  in  Kam.  Khondemir,  Go lu  not.  ad  Alfragan. 
p.  121.  D-Hbrbbl.  Bibiioth.  orient,  in  i^t.  Vaffetb^  f.  9101 
TBlof^Aii.  ft  Cbpbbh.  uhi  fop. 
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The  Arabi     Ik  the  84th  year  of  the  Hefraj  or  of  the  Chriftian  era 

ieftaud    7039  according  to  Tbeoftbanes  and  Cedrenus^  the  Khalif  Tent 

i^  Hera-  [//z/^,  or  ^/^  one  of  the  Mojl^m  commanders,  with  an 

cUus.        army  into  Cilma^  in  order  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  that 

country.     Meeting  with  no  enemy  at  iirft  to'oppofe  him,  he 

laid  fiege  to  Sifium^  took  it,  and  levelled  it  with  the  ground. 

But  Heraclius\  the  imperial  general,  foon  after  appearing  at 

the  head  of  the  Cbrijiian  forces,  brought  him  to  a  general 

action;  in  which  he  cutoff  12,000  of  the^rc^j,  and  pro- 

*    bably  defeated  Azib ;  tho'  this  has  not  been  exprefly  afierted 

by  any  of  the  Greek  hiftorians.    As  we  hear  no  more  of  /fzib 

after  this  action,  we  may  naturally  fuppofe,  that  he  foon 

abandoned  CiUcia^  and  retired  with  the  fhatter'd  remains  of 

,    .  his  army  into  the  Khalifas  dominions  1. 

WritiTM        The  following  year,  being  the  85th  of  the  Uejra^  and  of 

Sffer        Christ  704,  if  we  will  believe  Theopbanes^  the  Khalif  Ab^ 

mk^Mt  the  JtalmaUc  Ehn  Merwan  departed  this  life.     Some  other  Chi* 

y^^f    Jiian  writers  affirm,  that  he  died  the  preceding  year.    But  » 

*i    .'     ^^"^^  ^f  them,  in  this  point,  are  to  be  depended  'upon,  as  , 

!/    1^  '     running  counter  to  the  cxprcfs  teftimony  of  the  beft  and  moft 

*    *       authentic  Mojlem  hiftorians.  The  Arabs  feem  to  have  enjoyed 

this  year  an  uninterrupted  repofe,  as  no  account  of  any  aN 

chievements,  or  military  operations,  performed  by  them  in  it 

has  been  handed  down  to  us  by  any  of  the  Greek  or  MejUm 

writers  ">. 

Abd^al-        The  next  year,  the  86th  of  the  Hejra^  and  of  Christ 

inalecV     705,  Abiala7i%  Ehn  Merwan^  the  Khaltfs  brother,  died  at 

demth,  andJlFoflat  in  Egypt^  and  was  buried  there  on  Monday^  the  12th 

99ara3er.  jg^  of  the  former  Jornada,    He  governed  Egypt  above  twenty 

years,  havitig  been  conftituted  lieutenant  of  that  country  by 

his  father  Merwan.    Being  infeSed  with  the  leprofy,  the 

phyficians  advifed  him  to  retire  to  Hohvan^   as  the  mcft 

proper  place  for  him  to  rcfide  in<    Here  he  made  a  large  fiih* 

pond,  or  refervoir,  which  he  took  care  to  fupply  conftantiy 

with  water  from  the  fprings,  or  fountains,  on  mount  AIM^ 

lattam^  by  means  of  certain  arqhes,  or  vaults,which  be  caufed 

to  be  built,  that  kept  open  a  communicatiojn  between  them  \ 

upon  which,  according  to  Eutychius^  he  eredled  a  throne  of 

slafs.     Upon  thefe  and  other  works  at  Holwdny  where  be 

nrft  planted  dates,  he  is  faid  to  hav^  laid  put  x>0oo,ooo  ^1- 

nars.    He  rode  every  Tburfday  from  Holvoan  to  At  FoJ^iA ; 

aind  the  next  day,  after  the  morning-prayer  was  over,  returned 

to  the  former  place.     He  likewife  built  a  Mik^ai^  or  roeafur<i 

ing  pillar,  in  order  to  form  an  efttmate  of  thein^feafaof  the 

.  ^  Thbophan.  ft  Ct&aEH.  nbi  fup.  »  Theophan.  ubi 

fop.    p.  31  2y  313.     DiO.NYS.  TeLMAREHS.  U  JaS.  SiMON.  Ass|o 

MAV.  ttbi  fup.  p.  IOC.  h\  Ma,i;in,  ubi  fnp-  P*  67* 
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\  JBle.    His  two  duunberlatns  were  Cbrtfiians  of  the  Melcbitt 

Aft,  whom  he  gave  leave  to  erefi  the  church  of  St.  John  at 

JSolwan^  for  thofe  of  their  own  communion.    He  hkewi(% 

'  obliged  the  Egyptians  to  pay  part  of  their  tribute  every  Friday^ 

that  he  nught  be  the  better  enabled  to  fupply  the  exigencies  of 

the  ftate,  till  the  death  of  Abefallab  Bbn  Zoheir^  and  che  per« 

feSt  fettlement  of  his  brother  upon  the  Mojkm  throne.    He 

conflruded  a  bridge  upon  the  KhaBj  Amir  Ai  Muminin^  or  the 

river  ef  the  emperor  of  the  faithful^  the  Amnis  Trajanus  of 

the  andcnts,  and  the  Kbalis  of  the  modems ;  and  had  an 

intention  to  remove  the  bridge  at  AU  Fojlat  to  Haltu&n^  a 

pleafimt  village  about  two  parafangs  diftant  from  that  city,  on 

the  eaftern  bank  of  the  NiU.    He  likewife  deligned  to  tranr> 

'  fer  the  port,  the  merchants,  and  the  exchange,  from  Al  Fo' 

\  ftdt  to  HohvSn ;  but  did  not  live  long  enough  to  put  this  de« 

fign  in  execution.    One  Athanajius^  a  Chryiian  of  the  Jac^^ 

Hte  perfuaiion,  was  his  fecretary,  whom  he  permitted  to 

build  the  church  of  St  George  in  Kafril  Shamaa,  and  that  of 

Abttkir  in  the  citadel  near  Aftmhol  Kabiat.     We  are  told  ty 

feme  of  the  Chrijlian  writers,  that  he  was  the  firft  who  fixed 

upon  the  Egyptian  monks  a  capitation,  obliging  every  onb  of 

them  to  pay  annually  a  £nar.    An  author  cited  by  Jtl  Makin 

relates,  that  Abialatix^  entering  into  a  monaftery  at  HoU 

win  the  day  before  his  death,  faw  there  an  image  of  the  virgin 

Mary  with  Cmrist  in  her  arms,  which  he  fpat  upon ;  and 

that  the  night  following  our  Saviour  appeared  to  him  in  a 

dream,  commanding  him  to  be  killed  ;  upon  which,  he  ima- 

I  igned  himfelf  to  be  immediately  run  through  with  a  lance. 

;  ^his  ftruck  him  with  fuch  terror,  that  he  inftantly  awaked^ 

'  and  expired  the  fame  night.     His  fon,  according  to  the  fame 

^author,   furvived  him  only  forty  days.     After  Ab^alazs%*z 

\  death,  the  Klnili/ conferred  the  government  of  Egypt  upon  his 

I'fon  Abetallah^  who  tendered  himfelf  more  difagreeable  to  the 

\  Egyptians  than  any  of  his  predcceflbrs.    In  this  poft  he  con- 

I  tinued  till  his  father  Abialmale^^  death,  which  happened 

-about  the  middle  of  the  month  Shawal^  in  the  86th  year  of 

die  Hejra,     The  diieafe  he  died  of  feems  to  have  been  a 

rdropfy,  fince  the  phyficians  had  abfolutely  prohibited  him  the 

.nfe  of  all  kinds  of  liquors.     Notwithftanding  which,  being 

tortured  with  extreme  thirft,  he  commanded  his  fon  Al  fVaUi 

,to  give  him  fome  water  to  drink ;  which  he  refufing  to  do,  he 

ordered  his  daughter  Fatema  to  bring  fome  to  him.     But  Al 

IVaUdj  defirous  of  keeping  his  father  alive  as  long  as  poffible, 

'Would  not  fufier  her  to  approach  him  ;  which  fo  exafperated 

4ie  Kbalifj  that  he  threatened  to  difinherit  him.     Fatema^ 

'  therefore,  gave  him  water,  which  he  greedily  dranic,  and 

loon  after  expired.    He  was  always  apprehenfive  that  the 

month 
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mOBdi  RamaJm  would  prove  fatal  to  him;  as  he  nirat  bora^ ^ 
weaned,  learned  the  Koran  by  heart,  and  was  faluted  £i9# 
lif  in  that  month. .  He  £it  upon  the  Mo/km  throne  above 
twentj-one  years ;  and  was  either  iixty  or  lixty*two,  or,  «t  J 
others  fay,  fifty- feven  years  old,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Hi 
. .  was  buried  at  Damafius^  without  the  little  gate,  and  his  foo 
jflfFalid  faid  the  funeral  fer^ice  at  the  time  of  his  interment 
As  to  his  perifon,  jtbdabnaUc  was  of  a  middle  ftature,  and  a 
fkxxy  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  a  fwarthy  complexion ;  having 
a  large  gaping  mouth,  a  long. beard,  and  a  prominent  bdiy; 
With  regard  to  his  difpofition,  he  was  fo  extremely  covetous 
that  (bme  of  his  fubje£b,  by  way  of  derifion,  called  him  dtl 
Jweat  nf  a  ft^ne.    However,  according  to  Abulfeda^  as  wdl 
as  the  authors  followed  by  AlMcJun^  he  was  a  man  of  a  veq^ 
good  capacity,  being  exceeded  by  few  of  his  fubjeds  in  judg* 
ment  and  penetration*    He  was  alfo  courageous,  learned,  sal' 
wife ;  but  did  not  make  fo  amiable  a  figure  after  his  elevatiot 
to  the  Khalifat  as  before.    He  had  fuch  ilinkins  breath,  dm 
^the  flies  lighting  on  his  lips  were  almoft  inftan^  ftruckdeai* 
with/it ;  for  which  reafon  he  received  from  (bme  the  appdb* 
tton  of  father  of  fUis.    He  one  night  dreamed,  that  hemaA^ 
water  in  the  moll  facred  part  of  the  temple  of  Mecca  \  aol 
this  dream  was  repeated  four  times  fucceffively :  which  great^ 
afie^ng  him,  he  conAilted  Sa^id  Ehn  Mofabhiby  a  perfon  vof 
expert  in  the  interpretation  of  dreams,  about  the  fignifican<tt 
of  lb  ominous  a  viiion.     Sa'id  told  him,  that  he  had  m 
reafon  to  look  upon  it  in  fo  difagreeable  a  light,  as  it  ua» 
doubtedly  portended  the  exaltation  of  four  of  his  ions,  a| 
of  whom  ihould  be  advanced  to  the  Khalifat  after  their  fi^ 
therms  death.     Which  nodurnal  prediSion  was  exad^ly  vedi 
fied,  JlfFlalidf  Sotimdnj  Teztd^  and  Hejbdm^  four  of  his  fcn|^ 
afterwards  actually  afcendins  the  MoJUm  throne*.    He  leftfi» 
teen  fons  behind  him,  the  eldeft  of  which  was  AlfFaUd^  «hij 
fucceeded  him.     His  firfb  fecretary  was  Rub  Ebn  Riba\  vm 
his  fecond  Kabida  Ebn  Dawibi  his  principal  Kadiy  or  judg^ 
Ebn  Idris  Al  Holwam^   who  was  fucceieded  by  Abimk 
£bn  Kais;   his  chamberlain  Tyfif  who  was  likewife  be^ 
ceeded  by  feveral  others  of  his  lervants,  one  of  whom  wB 
AbuU  Rogairaga  ;  the  firft  captain  of  his  guards  Tezid&t 
Ahu  Habfa  Al  Saifdiiy  and  the  fecond  Abd'al/ab  Ebn  rezidf 
JHakemi*     The  infcription  of  his  feal  was,  /  believe  in  GoA 
our  Saviour,     He  was  much  more  powerful  than  any  of  kl 
^  predeceflbrs  ;  having  fubdued  Abiallah  Ebn  Zebeiry  and  ail' 
jiexed  Arabia  to  his  dominions;  reduced  to  bis  obedience tbi 
fedaries  of  all  denominations  that  appeared  in  a^ns  agaisS; 
him  ;  conquered  India^  or  at  leaf):  a  confiderable  part  of  tbit 
vafl  region,  in  the  eaft;  and,  in  the  wefl,  penetrated  with  hit 
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i  ttlononi  tuMps  as  fiur  as  Sunn.    The  fiift  day  of  bis-n^^ . 
w$  Wiimjiajy  and  the  laft  Tburfdaj.    He  was  lb  impla- 
oUe  an  eoeiny  to  the  houTe  of  Jh^  that  he  would  not  fufier    . 
j  the  embraced  poet  FirtzdaS^  in  his  workS)  to  praife  any  of 
tte  ddCcendqits  of  that  illuftrious  Imam  ». 

SECT.    SQL 

Ah  Vrhhix>^  the  Ton  t£MdfalmaU€^  was  proclaimed  KhalifAl  WaM 
the  fame  day  his  father  died.    His  mother  was  Waladay^Biyi  Ab- 
j  Ihe  daughter  of  Abbas  Ebn  HarU  Ebn  H&ntb.    He  was  fur-  d*sliii£]ee 
I  jMmed  Akt/l  Abbdsj  and  continued  all  his  father^s  lieutenant^iN;*^^]"^ 
ef  provinces,  in  their  refpedive  governments.    At  his  inaugu^  Khalif* 
ladon,  his  principal  fubieds  took  the  ufiial  oath  of  alliance 
I  .Id  him.    Knritb  Ebn  Sbebal^  CTf  according  to  others  Aorrab 
Bbm  Sbariii  of  .the  houfe  of  Jbbas^  his  governor  of  Eiyptj  at 
At  £kii^s  command,  demoliibed  the  principal  moique  at 
.  jM^,  and  either  built  or  beautified  another^  deaurating  th# 
i  tops  or  heads  of  its  pillars  $  which  rendered  that  governor  ex^ 
tvemdy  difagreeable  to  the  Egyptians.  Ji  Walid  sdfo  is  faid  tQ 
have  adorned  the  temple  at  Jtrufakm  with  fome  additional 
buildings,  foon  after  his  accmon ;  and,  after  the  example  of 
his  father  JUtabndUcy  to  have  ordered  his  fubjeds  to  go  oa 
pi^rimag^  thither.    His  troops  made  a  very  fuccefiful  irr 
toption  into  the  imperial  territories,  under  the  cpmmand 
«f  his  brother  Mojkm  Ebn  AbialniaiiCy  who  carried  off*  % 
I  very  confiderable  number  of  the  emperor's  fubjefis  priibneiv* 
f3ms  Arak  general  feems  to  have  beeh  called  by  ^thiopbimn 
'Mafidmas.    That  writer  places  the  expedition  here  hinted  at 
lia  i&€  fourth  year  of  Al  IValufs  reign.    In  the  88di  year  of 
[ihe  H^ra^  or  of  Christ  707,  mtmey  was  coined  in  the  new 
jaunt  latdy  ere£ted  at  fViifet\  aaf  appears  from  a  dirbim  ex? 
|datncd  bv  the  learned  Dr.  Hunt^  and  now  preferved  in  thf 
IwiiieC  Of  medals  belonging  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  \ 
I 

1  *  All  Makin,  ain  fap.  p.  66*^69.  Gaco.  ABU*L.FAaA|f  ubi 
;iq[>.  EvTTCB.  abifap.  p.  5687— 373.  Ism.  Abulfbd.  in  hift# 
Ws^^'  &  ia  dcfcript.  ^gypt.  Ebn  Al  Atkis,  D*Hbrbbl.  Bi« 
lUioth.  orient,  in  art.  ^^i/WOT^//r»  p.  8.  KHONnsMiRy  Bika  Kirr, 
Kbv  Sbohi^ah,  Hafedh  Abru,  aliique  Scriptor,  orient.  paflT. 

L^ide  eciam  Golii  liot.  ad  Afragan.  p.  148 157.  It,  Shaw*s 

fgjBpgraph.  obfervat.  in  Eg^ft^  Arab.'Petr,  &c.  p.  340,  433—- 442. 

^  AlMakin,  ubifup.  p.  70.    Greg.  Abu*l  Faraj,  ubifup; 

J^  aoo.    EuTYCB.  abifap.  p- 372,  373.    Thbophan.  abi  fupv 

1^  315.    Two  diflertat.  on  the  meaning  of  the  word  Kefit'ahy  8cc^ 

'md  on  the  fignificstioa  of  the  word  Hermes,  &c.  p.  33,  34>  3$* 
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Hi  extends     ABOUT  the  fame  time,  or  rather  in  the  vtty  &me  year,  ac* 
the  Mof-  cording  to  the  author  of  Leb  Tarikh  and  KhomUmtry  this  Khalif 
km  con-'    rebuilt  the  temple  of  Medina^  where  Mohammed  and  thcfirft 
.f>^/»       Khalifs  lay  interred.  This  was  a  much  more  fuperb  and  mag- 
nificent ftruAure  than  the  former ;  and,  in  order  to  render  it  ^ 
the  more  grand,  Al  fFalid  commanded  Omar  Ehn  Abdalaziz^  i 
his  governor  in  Arabia^  to  demolifh  the  houfes  fet  apart  for 
the  habitations  of  the  prophet's  wives.    This  gave  great  of- 
fence to  the  inhabitants  of  Medina ;  who  repioached  the  JQa. 
£^  with  having  deprived  the  Mofiems^  coming  thither  finom  <Iii> ; 
ierent  parts  of  the  world,  of  the  fineft  monument  of  Msham^ 
mei%  modefty,  in  having  affigned  his  wives,  for  their  habi|a- 
tions,  fuch  low  and  fmal)  cottages  as  thofe,  chat  then  remain- 
ed.   About  this  time,  Walid  aifo  ordered  the  conftruftion  of 
a  moil  ftately  and  famous  mofi^ue  at  Damafcus  \  to  which  he 
joined  the  fuperb  church  of  St.  John  BaptiJI^  that  had  bea 
inriched  with  many  invaluable  ornaments  by  the  Greek  em* 
][>erors,  for  feveral  ages.    He  would  firft  have  purchafed  diis 
church  of  the  Chrj/Hans  for  a  fum  of  moneys  with  which 
they  might  have  built  them  a  church  in  fome  other  part  of  the 
city,  amounting  to  about  40,000  dinars.     But  they  fhewing 
him  the  inftrument  figned  by  Khaiid  Ehn  Al  ff^alidyconimr 
ing  to  them  the  poileffion  of  that  church,  and  refufing  to  pan 
with  it  at  any  rate,  he  todc  it  from  them  by  force.    He  em- 
ployed 12,000  workmen  in  the  eredion  of  his  moique,  but 
did  not  live  to  fee  it  finiflied ;  the  laft  hand  having  not  bees 
put  to  it  before  the  beginning  of  his  brother  Solim^'s  reign. 
This  year  Katiba  Ebn  Mojlim  penetrated  into  the  TrsnJ* 
tpeanian  provinces ;  and  having  pafled  the  Jihunj or -^btOxuSf 
without  any  lofs,  defeated  a  numerous  army  that  had  kept 
htm  blocked  up  for  four  months  together,  and  reduced  him ' 
to  very  great  ftraits.     That  army  was  compofed  of  2«ri» 
fend  Tartars^  of  whom  Katiba  flew  a  very  great  number. 
After  this  vi^ory  he  laid  fiege  Co  Bokhara,  the  metropolis  of 
*     Bukharia  properly  fo  called,  and  took  it.     From  thence  he 
inarohed  to  Samarkand,  which  in  a  ihort  time  furrendered  to 
him.     In  fine,  he  reduced  Sogd,  or  Segdiana,  Bagroja^  Shafi^ 
FargdnOy  and  the  whole  immenfe  trad  going  under  the  name 
of  Mawarfflndhr.     After  he  bad  concluded  a  peace  with,  or 
rather  conquered,  the  Khan  of  Khowarazm,  he  ereded  a  mofque 
in  his  capiul,  where  he  officiated  every  Friday,  and  deftroyed 
all. the  idols  he  met  with  in  that  city.     Thofe  idols  were  fixed 
to  the  places  where  they  flood  by  golden  nails,  that  weighed 
50,000  Methkalsy  or  Arabic  drachma ;  all  which  Katiba  car- 
ried off  with  him.     The  principal  article  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded with  the  Khan  of  Khotvarazm  was,  that  he  fl>ouUi  pay 
an  annual  tribute  of  2,000,000  dinars  to  the  Khalif.    Ms* 
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htmmedEin  Kafim  Al  TbaHfii  another  ofAlIVatid^s  nnetals^ 
At  or  near  the  fiunc  time»  alfo  invaded  India^  or  AlMindy  and 
fubjttgatcd  a  confiderable  part  of  that  country.  He  likewife 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  iuiigdom  of  Sirma^  or  Al  Hindi 
bounded  by  Kerman^  or  rather  the  region  of  Makran^  the  de« 
fart  of  Sijijiany  and  In^a^  fooie  parts  of  which  vaft  conti<» 
nent  it  likewife  comprehends^  whofe  king  Dakar  ht  defeated^ 
killed  hire  in  battle,  and  cut  ofFhis.head.  The  Gtwii  writers 
mention  few  particulars  relating  to  the  AMem  affair^  during 
the  three  firft  years  of  Al  X^£^s  reim.  However,  Theo^na 
obfenres,  that  he  mounted  the  Mafiem  throne  the  fame  year 
bis  hMher  AWalmalic  died;  and  that  heVieprived^tbe  CM- 
^iaas  of  their  great  church  at  Damafcus^  in  his  fecond  year. 
We  are  toM  by  an  eaftern  writer,  that  a  dreadful  peftilence 
raged  abcTut  two  years  before  this  time  in  Mefopotamiay  and 
made  terrible  havock  in  the  territory  of  Sarug ;  no  lefs  than 
feventy*two  perfons  dying  in  the  monaftery  of  St.  Silas  there  Pj  . 

The  following  year,  being  the  89th.  of  the  Hejra^  and  of  VikhtdU^ 
Christ  708,  no  remarkable  dccurrehces  happened  in  theiV/^/i^ 
Mafiim  empire,  an  account  of  which  has  been  handed  dowti  ^/ff/e  ai 
to  us  by  any  hiftorian^  except  the  continuation  of  the  building  Bamafciil 
id  Al  Dallas  famous  mofque  at  Damafius;  the  expence  of^^^'**'^* 
which  is  faid  to  have  amounted  to  400  chefts,  or  purfes^  every 
one  of  which  contained  14,000  dinars.    The  golden  chains 
for  the  lamps  there,  in  number  600,  were  fo  bright,  fays  an 
Arai  author,  that  they  dtfturbed,  or  rather  hindered^  the  de^ 
▼odoBs  of  the  Mgfiems  who  came  thither  to  pray.    They 
were  afterwards  blackened  by  the  fmoke  of  the  lamps,  and 
remained  in  that  condition  till  they  were  removed  into  the 
public  treafury  by  Omar  Ebn  Abd'aunoiz^  who  fubftituted  iron 
chains  in  their  room.    One  of  the  hiftorians  followed  by  Al 
Maim  relates,  that  when  the  workmen  were  digging  for  the 
foundations  of  this  mofque,  they  found  a  ftone  with  an  in-- 
ftription  upon  it,  importing,  that  the  temple,  or  edifice,  to 
which  it  bdonged^  was  built  by  Mabab  AlKbair^  in  the  fourth 
year  ot  Al  jlfitw&na*    This  year,  Tbeodcrus  was^tonftituted 
patriarch  of  JirufatnHy  and  lived,  after  his  promotion  to  tha€ 
high  dignity,  thirty-five  years  4. 

Wb  arc  told  by  Al  Makin^  that  AlWalid  appointed  Korrah  tibfirtis 
.  Bin  Sbarik  governor  of  Egypt  in  the  90th  year  of  the  Hejra ;  kah  an  ' 

»  KB6vii>BMili»  Aat.  L£b  TARTkH^  AlMaicin,  abi  fup.  p. 
70,;^!.  Gaco.  AstjVFARAj,  ubi  (up.  p.  201.  EotVch.  ubi 
fep.  p.  3)^4,  3>j.  ThsopHan.  ubi  fup.  p.  31^,  313.  Dionts. 
Tblmarsiis.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  ASeman.  ubi  fup.  p.  105.  ut  U 
ipfe  J0S..S1M.  AtSEyAN.  ibid.  D*Hsrbbl.  Biblioch.  orient,  in 
an.  Fmlidi ^,  907.  9  Al  Makin^  ubi  fup.  p.  70>  71.  Eu# 
tTCH.  ubi  fop.  p.  374 J77. 
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irruption  (fio'  EutyMus^  who,  in  dus  point,  has  probability  on  bis 
into  Cap-  fu|e,  feems  to  place  that  event  three  or  four  jrearB  higher,  in 
padocia.  xh^  beginning  of  this  KhaUf*%  reign,  as  hafbeen  already  ob* 
ferved.  Be  that  as  it  will,this  Kerrab  was  moft  certainly  a  very 
impious  and  abandoned  perfon ;  uldng  with  him  frequently  a 
company  of  catamites,  players,  and  buffoons,  into  the  cathe- 
dral at  AUffr^  and  placing  them  upon  the  feats  belonging  to  the 
priefts,  in  time  of  divine  fervice,  there.  At  this  time,  Mafalmas^ 
Mtfiimoy  or  M$flimy  and  %/thhds,  two  Jrab  commanders,  acr 
cording  toTheophams^  made  an  irruption  into  Cafprnikcia^  and 
formed  the  fiege  of  Tyana.  The  emperor,  being  apprized  of  this, 
ient  an  army  under  the  condudk  of  Tbeodorus  Carteruca  and 
Thiophyla^us  S^tliiay  two  of  his  generals,  to  force  diem  to 
raife  the  fiege.  But  this  arm^,  being  made  up  of  raw  un« 
difcipUned  troops,  ailembled  m  hafte,  was  eaiily  routed  by 
the  Jtrahsy  who  killed  a  great  number  of  the  Cbrijlians  upon 
the  fpot,  took  moft  of  the  reft  prifoners,  iuid  made  themieWea 
maftera  of  their  camp.  Tbebefieged,  beti^nowdeftituteof 
^1  hopes  of  relief,  and  reducbd  to  the  laft  extremity,  furren- 
dered  the  place  to  the  MoJkmSy  who  had  been  fo  ftraitened  in 
their  camp  for  want  of  provifions,  before  the  late  aAion,  that 
they  had  entertained  thou^ts  of  abandoning  the  fiege,  and 
took  on  in  the  Khalif%  fervice.  However,  t£e  Arabs  are  did 
to  have  violated  their  agreement  with  the  Tjaneam^  by  fiuxK 
ing  many  of  them  into  remote  de£irts,  and  making  the  grcateft 
part  of  the  remainder  flaves.  A  fynod  was  held  in  the  mo- 
naftery  of  St.  S/Azi,  at  &arug  in  Mefipotarma^  over  which 
the  paniarch  yulian^  Thomas  the  bifhop  of  jlmida^  and  James 
the  btfliop  of  Edsffa^  prefided,  about  the  beginning  of  the  fe- 
cond  year  of  Al  frolics  reign  ^ 
Abbas  In  the  91ft  vear  of  the  Ilijra^  or  of  Christ  yiOy  jfU^s^ 

makis  an  one  of  the  Khalifas  genends,  made  an  incurfion  into  the  i  mpe- 
incurfion  rial  territories,  and  carried  off  with  htm  a  vaft  number  of  that 
pritice's  fubjefts  prifoners,  who  of  courfe  were  by  the  Ar^s 
made  flaves.  The  fame  commander  founded  a  city  near  H§* 
<«rn/«rw.^y^^^y^  this  year' 5  but  neither  the  piecife  fituation  of  duttcitf, 
nor  the  dme  when  it  was  finiflied,  has  been  told  us  by  any 
good  author  '.  -  , 
Qthmin  The  following  year,  Oibmdn^  an  Arab  general,  penetrated 
penetratts  into  the  very  heart  oiCilkia^  apd  obliged  feveral  cities,  feated 
into  Cili-  ia  that  province,  to  Airrender  to  him.  Others  he  likewife 
^^«  made  bimfelf  mafter  of  by  treachery  and  furprize ;  tho'  it 

does  not  appear,  that  he  long  kept  polTeffion  of  his  conquefts 

'  AlMakin,  abi  fap.  p.  7a.  Th so ph an.  chronograph,  p. 
Jtj.  DiONYs.  Tblmarens.  apad  Jof.  Sim«  Afiemao.  in  Biblioth. 
orient.  Clementino- Vatican,  torn.  ii.  p.  10^.  ut  ec  ipfe  Jos.  Sim. 
AsssiiAN.  ibid,  *  Tusofhan.  ubifup. 
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there.    With  regard  to  the  new  mofque  ai  Damafcuty  t&e 

•  buSding  of  which  went  on  this  year,  we  mtift  begieave  to 
obferve,  that  Jt  fValid  was  the  firft  who  ereded  there  thofe 
elevated  towers,  or  fleeples,  called  by  the  Arabs  MtnaraU^  and 

•  by  the  Turks  AUndntSy  from  whence  the  Muidbdhinst  or 

•  iriersj  give  public  notice  of  the  times  of  prayer.  The  Fir*- 
'.^geographer,  to  whom  we  are  obliged  for  this  Article,  alfo 

relates,  in  ^eement  withvriiat  we  have  already  extraOed 
ftom  feme  cfthe  Arah  hiftorians,  ihsdtMJVaUd  adeemed,  with 
feveral  additional  buildings,  the  mofque  erefted  at  Jerufaltm 
by  Ac  KbaEfOmar «. 

In  the  9  3d  year  of  the  H^ra^  anfwering  to  the  year  of  our  Tank 
Lord  712,  Tarik  Ebn  Zarka  made  a  defcent  in  Spain  withEbn 
•a  body  of  x\it  MtfJIem  troops,  defeated  Rukricj  the  laft  king  Zarka 
of  the  Gotbi  thefe,  reduced  the  city  of  ToUib^  and  over-ran  ^^f^' 
a  coniiderable  part  of  that  kingdom.    Tarik  was  fent  xof^^^f 
^n  by  Mi^a  Ebn  Okair^  or  Okail^  who  feems  to  have  com-  ^P^^ 
maaded  the  Khalifa  forces  in  the  weflem  parts  of  Africa  j  and 
'to  have  been  the  perfon  who  prqje£led  diis  expedition.  Mifa^ 
being  informed  of  Tarik'n  fuccefe,  ibon  followed  him  with  a 
body  of  auxiliary  troops,  compoled  of  Arabs  and  Africans  ; 
and,  after  the  jundton  of  thefe  two  Mojkm  generals,  the 
Arabs  made  themiUves  mafters  of  a  great  number  of  for- 
trefles  in  Spain  %  fubjugatirig  in  a  manner  the  whole  country, 
and  obliging  it  to  become  tributary  to  the  Khalif    The  Mof'^ 
'4ems  acquire!  fpoils  of  immenfe  value  in  theie  expeditions, 
and,  amongft  other  things,  an  exceeding  rich  table,  called 
by  the  Arab  writers  the  table  if  Solomon,  the  fin  of  David. 
•Thofe  writers  pretend,  that  this  table  confifted  intirely  of 
filver  and  gold,  and  was  adorned  with  three  borders  of  pearls  ; 
but  JUdertck  of  Tatedo  reprefents  it  as  confifting  of  one  intire 
'ftone,  of  a  green  colour,  and  an  immenfe  fize,  having  no 
lels  than  365  feet.     He  alfo  rehtes,  that  it  was  found  in  4 
cercain  village,  or  town,  denominated  from  it  the  city  of  the 
tahUy  near  the  mountain  called  in  his  days  Jibel  Sohman^ 
mount  Solomon,  or  the  mountain  of  Solomon.    Roderic  is, 
however,  inconfiftent  with,  himfelf,  when  he  alTerts,  that 
AMJa  had  firft  the  poileffion  of  this  famous  table,  and  yet, 
almofl  in  the  fame  breath,  is  pleafed  immediately  after  to 
affirm,  that  Tarik  made  a  prefent  of  it,  with  many  other  va« 
luable  efle£ts,  to  Mufa.   It  will,  therefore,  be  more  fafe  to  ad- 
here, in  this  point,  to  the  teflimony  of  the  Arab  hiftorians  ; 
who  relate,  that  Tarik  either  brought  it,  or  took  care  to 

t  Idem  ibid.  D*Hb r be l.  Biblioth.  orient,  m  art  FaHd.p.^, 
^07.    Grig.  Abu'l-Fara  j,  obi  fap»  p.  sol.   Evtycb.  ubi  fop. 
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have  it  convqred,  to  Al  fValU  himfelf.  Ater  Miif»  and 
rik  bad  committed  dreadful  devaftations  in  Spmn^  they  ^ 
recalled  from  thence  by  the  iST^^.  However,  Miifa  lent  hit 
fon  Ab^alazix  into  that  country,  who  fixed  his  rebdence  at 
Seville i  and  afterwards  married  Bgebo;, or Egibon^kxngJbderWs 
widow ;  but,  being  perfuaded  by  his  wife  to  wear  the  diadeoi 
after  the  Gothic  manner,  he  wa«  aflai&nated  by  the  Arabs^  who 
from  thence  conduded  that  he  had  become  a  convert  to  Cbri" 
Jiianity^  whilfl  be  was  perfbrm'mg  his  devotions.  Ahdale%i%^ 
after  a  reign  of  three  years,  was  fucceeded  by  A^ub  Ebn  HaUh^ 
by  whole  advice  his  predeceiTor  had  been  murdered,  and  who 
was  looked  upon  by  the  Arab$  as  the  moft  prudent  MoJUm  vsk 
Spain.  Ayub  is  faid  to  have  built  a  city,  called  Caiatayub^ 
and  to  have  transferred  the  royal  feat  from  Seville  to  CarduUt. 
Some  authors  relate,  that  the  two  fons  of  f^itiza^  Roderu?^ 
predecefTor,  and  count  Julian^  whpfe  daughter  Raderic  had 
lavifhed,  applied  this  year  to  Mi^a  ibr  a  body  of  tFoops, 
which  they  ofiered  to  condudi  into  Spain^  and  put  that  king* 
dom  into  the  hands  of  the  Khalif.  But  Al  Walid^  fay  they, 
fufpeAing  treachery  in  this^ffair,  ordered  Muja  to  fend  over 
firft  with  Julian^  and  the  two  princes  attending  him,  only  a 
fmall  detachment  of  his  forces,  and  to  form  a  notion  of  that 
count's  fincerity  fronv  the.  reception  thofe  Arabs^  ibould  meet 
with  in  Spain.  Upon  which,  continue  they,  be  affigned^ii- 
lian  only' a  body  of  400  foot  and  100  horfe,  under  the  com- 
mand, as  (hould  feem,  of  Tarik^  or,  as  he  is  called  by  the 
Spanijb  hiftorians,  Tariff  who  pafTed  the  ftraits  of  Her-' 
culesy  now  known  bv  the  name  of  the  ilraits  of  Giiraltar^ 
was  joined  by  a  good  number  of. yulian*s  friepds,  axrd  ravaged 
the  mantime  coail  of  Batica  and  Lufitania,  Soon  after  which, 
the  Arabs  returned  loaded  with  fpoil  and  plunder  to  Afiiu. 
The  Mofieim  alfo  this  year  extended  their  conquefts  in  other 
parts  \  Majalamai^  Ado/lema^  or  Mojkm^  one  of  their  genends^ 
reducing  the  city  oi  Amafia^  and  feizing  upon  a  cdafidefftUe 
part  of  rontus  and  Armenia  "• 
He  under ^  The  next  year,  being  the  94th  of  the  Hejra^  and  of 
takes  a  fe-  Christ  7 1 3,  the  city  of  Aniioch  was  almofl  totally  deftroyed 
€9nd  exfO'  by  an  earthquake,  the  ibocks  of  which  were  extremely  vio- 
iition  into  lent,  and  continued,  tho'  with  intermiffion,  forty  days  toge* 
that  conn-  dier.  The  fame  year  died  Zein  Alabaddin  Ebn  Hofein  Ekn  A6 
^n*  Ebn  Abu  Taleb^  who  was  pious,  devout,  and  held  in  great  vene- 

ration amongft  many  of  the  Mojlems.  He  performed  every^day 
a  thbufand  genuflexions,  or  ingeniculations.     He  left  behind 

■  AlMakin,  ubi  fup,  p.  72.  Grbg.  Aati'L-FAaAj,  tibifup. 
RooERic.  ToLETAN.  hlil.  Arab.  c«  ix.  p.  8,9.  IsiDoa*  Paqbhs. 

Th£ophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  320. 
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bim  two  (bits,  ZiiJ  and  MohoTnmid  Abu  ^aafar^  who  were 
highly  efteemed  by  thofe  of  fhc^Shiite  pcifuaiion.  This  year 
Kkewife  Tariij  or  Tariff  afiembled  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand 
Kien,  which  he  put  privately  on  board  fome  merchant- men, 
coUcfied  for  that  puipofe  by  count  yulian^  and  tranrported 
Aem  to  the  rock  or  mountain  Ca^e:^  denominated  after^ 
wards  from  this  general  Jihl  Tartf^  that  is,  thi  rock  or 
mowHsim  #f  Tartf;  from  whence  the  word  Gibraltar ^  the  '^ 

name  of  a  city  ereded  at  the  foot  of  this  rock  flnce  that  event, 
has  been  formed,  ^arifj  foon*  after  his  arrival  in  Spain^  made 
btmfelf  mafler  of  an  antient  city,  that  ftood  at  no  great  di« 
flinoe,  in  a  weftern  diredion,  from  the  fpot  on  which  Gib" 
rabmr  was  afterwards  built,  and  from  him  received  the  name 
of  Tarifa^  or  Tariffa^  by  which  it  is  alfo  at^refent  known. 
This  town  was  undoubcedly  the  yulia  Tradu^fa  of  the  old 
geographers,  and  neither  the  Mellaria  nor  the  Carteia  of  the 
mtitients,  as  fomne  of  the  Spanijh  hiftorians  pretend.  After 
the  reduction  of  this  place,  the  Mo/km  general  marched  to 
Sfviflr,  which  he  eafily  poflefled  himfelf  of,  as  it  was  not  in 
a  flatc  of  defence.  Many  other  towns  of  confiderable  note 
likewife  furrendered  to  him ;  which  enabled  him  to  plunder 
the  whole  province  of  Batica^  and  a  very  confiderable  part  of  ' 
Lufitama*  Radericy  receiving  advice  of  thefe  depredations, 
Ibit  his  coufingerman  Enecoy  Enecorty  or  Inaeh^  called  by  fome 
writers  5tfff^/irx,with  a  raw  undifciplined  rabble  of  an  army, 
drawn  together  in  hafie,  agaihft  the  Arabs,  But  the  Gcth$ 
were  (bon  put  to  flight,  and  left  a  gteat  number  of  their  men 
drad  upon  the  field  of  battle.  This  fo  animated  Tarify  that 
he  refolved  not  to  lay  down  bis  viAorious  arms  till  he  had 
made  an  abfolute  conqueft  of  Spain.  Some  of  the  Cbrijfian 
writers  pretend,  that  Alff^alid  died  this  year;  but  this,  as  run- 
ning counter  to  the  concwrent  teftimony  of  all  the  beft  Arab 
hiftorians,  we  muft  by  no  means  admit.  About  the  fame  time 
that  Tarif  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  in  Spairty  AbbaSy  another 
^afiim  general,  fell  into  Pifidia^  with  a  powerful  army,  took 
the  city  of  Antiech  there,'  and,  after  he  had  ravaged  the  whole 
province,  retired  into  the  A^tf///*'s  territories  with  very  incon- 
fidcrable  lofs  "^^ 

Thx  Arabz}xtti6xs  of  beft  repute  place  the  death  ofAl  Htjaj  A\  Hejaj*# 
Blm  Tujgf  Al  Tbakiji  in  the  month  of  Ramaddn^  and  the  95th  dtatb,  and 

year  ot  the  Hffra,  anfwering  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  714.  ^xtrme 

fevirity* 

V  Al  Makiv»  ubi  fop.  Lucas  Tudsns.  Rodbric.  Tolb* 
TAW.  nbi'fop.  Philofoph.  Tranfad.  n,  ^^g,  p.  903.  &  Jonbs*s 
abridgm.  of  the  Phiiofopb.  Tranfafl.  vol.  v.  par.  ix.  p.  S^-^gc. 
Loud.  1721.  DiONYs.  Tblmariiis,  Sc  Jei.  Sim.  Assemav.  nbi 
fpp.  p.  105.  Tbbopbah.  ubi  fop. 
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When  be  dliedy  be  was  fifty-four  years  of  ag^  and  had  pit- 
fided  over  Irai  about  twenty  years.  He  is  faid  to  have 
killed  120,000  men,  and  to  have  fufiered  50,000  men,  and 
30,000  women,  to  periih  in  piifon.  In  order  to  excufe  hiai 
extreme  feverity,  or  rather  cnieky,  he  ufed  frequently  tp  &y, 
that  a  fevere,  or  even  violent,  government  is  better  than  z 
weak  and  too  indulgent,  or  rather  indolent,  adminifiration  s 
becaufe  the  former  hurts  only  fome  particular  perfons,  wheiea^ 
the  lal^ter  injures  tl^e.  whole  body  of  the  people.  He  did  not 
icruple  to  fay,  that  the  ob^ience  due  to  prinoes  is  more  abib- 
lute  tlum  that  which  men  owe  even  to  GO0  himfelf  s  iinco 
f  they  are  inioined  by  the  KorAt  only  to  obey  Goi>  as  far  mx 

they  art  ahU^  whereas  that  book  requires  of  them  an  uncoo:*' 
ditional  and  unlimited  obedience  to  all  earthly  rulers.     Some 
perfons,  once  hearing  him  talk  after  this  extravagant  manner^ 
told  him,  that  nothing  could  equal  either  his  envy  or  ambi- 
f'ron,  as  he  afliimed  to  himfelf  fuch  a  monftrous  degree  of  au- 
thority.    To  which  he  replied,  that  man  isjiill^aare  ewviomi 
and  ambitUus  than  me,  who  Jays  to  God,  Give  me^  O  Lord, 
fuch  afhie  of  life  as  no  perfon  can  enjoy  after  my  4eatb»     We 
are  told  by  AhiiUFarajy  that  Al  H^Sj  deftroyed  1 20^000 
pprfons  of  rank  and  diftin^on,  befidcs  thofe  that  fell  in  wan 
through  his  means,  and  others  of  a  lower  degree ;  as  alfo, 
that  he  was  only  fifty-three  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  deaA,* 
and  had  then  prelUed  oyer  Hejast^^  as  well  as  Irak^  about 
twenty  years  '• 
A  remark'  Ah  He  J  A  J,  being  one  dav  in  the  country,  met  an  Arai  of  tho- 
Mefiory  defart,  who  was  a  perfe^  iirang^r  to  him)  and  afked  him  what< 
?f.  ^^  ^^'  fort  of  a  man  this  AlHejdj  was,^ol  whom  pedple  talked  (o  much  I 
JHr  The  Arab  anfwered,  that  he  was  a  very  wicked  man.    D§fft 

ygu  know  moj  t^  ?  (aid  Al  Hej^.  No^  replied  the  Arab.  I  am^ 
faid  the  other,  Al  Hejaj,  of  whom  you  givefo  bad  a  charaffer^ 
Upon  which,  the  Arab,  without  the  ledi  emotion  or  concent, 
demanded  of  Al  Hejaj,  in  his  turn,  whether  he  knew  him  i 
No,  anfwered  the  other.  /  am,  faid  the  Arab,  a  mfmher  of 
ihefanfilyof  Zobeir,  -v^hofe  fofierity  ,aU  become  fools  ^ee  days 
in  the  year ^  and  this  is  one  of  them.  Al  Hejaj  could  not  forbeac 
laughing  at,  and  admiring,  fo  ingenious  an  evaiion ;  fi>  that,. 
iiotwithftanding  his  natural  fiercenefe,  he  pardoned- ^e  ^ab^ 
whom  be  f  Aeemed  for  his  wit  and  courage.  As  he  was  a 
inan  of  fine  parts  aqd  great  eloqupnce,  as  well  as  a  military 
genius,  and  not  much  advanced  in  years  at  his  death,  he  was 
both  a  judge  and  an  admirer  of  every  thing- tbaH  appeared 
fmart  and  brilliant  in  others,  ev^  to  the  very  laib.     He  is* 

^  AlMaxin  et  Grb<;.  A^u'l-Fai^ai,  ubl  fop.    ITHERvtu 
Biblioth.  orient,  in  art.  Hegiage EbnY^f  AlJbakiJii  f,  442. 
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iaid  to  have  eacpired  in  the  95th  year  of  die  H^ra  not  only 
bv  the  beft  Arab^  but  likewife  by  fome  of  the  Perfwn^  ht- 
fiorians  y. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  Al  Hejaj  at  laft  indrely  Anotber. 
defeated  AbitalrahtHan^znA  killed  4000  of  his  men.  To  which 
we  muft  here  beg  iMve  to  add,  that  he  took  a  great  number 
of  officers  prifoners  in  that  decifive  a£Hon ;  all  which  he  re- 
Iblved  to  put  to  the  fword.  One  of  them,  going  to  the  place  of 
execution,  faid,  he  htfd  a  piece  of  juftice  to  demand  sAAlHe^ 
jSj ;  as  he  had  reproved  his  general  ^hiabrahman  for  fpeakinf 
with  great  acrimony  againft  him.  AlHejaj  aiked  him  whether 
he  couM  produce  any  one  to  atteft  this  point  of  conduct?  To 
which  he  replied^  that  one  of  his  comrades,  now  condemned 
to  die  as  well  as  hiiflfdf,  heard  every  thing  that  pafled  be* 
rween him  and  Abd'airakmdn on  this  occafion.  AlHejaj^  being 
fetisfied  wid)  of  the  truth  of  die  fsLSt^  aiked  the  other  why  he 
did  not  behave  in  the  fame  manner  ?   This  undaunted  man 
anfwered  him  fiercely,  /  did  not  do  ii^  btcaufe  yau  are  mf 
tnemj.    Upon  which,  AlHejiq  gave  both  of  them  their  lives  1 
the  one,  in  order  to  acknowledge  the  obligation  he  was  under 
to  hiih,  and  the'Other,  for  having  confef&i  the  truth  with  fo 
much  fratnknefs  and  courage.    Hence  it  may  feem  to  appear, 
diat  Al  H^aj  was  not  quite  void  of  eefierous  fentiments,  and 
dtat  what  fome  of  the  Arabs  termeo  in  him  enormous  cruel- 
ties were,  in  reality,  to  be  confidered  only  as  wholfome  feve^ 
rities,  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  people  he  governed.  This 
may  poffibly  be- farther  evinced  by  an  extemporary  fpeech  he 
once  made  to  ^t^Mf>fUmt  under  his  infpeSion,  after  he  had 
been  taxed  #tth  barbarity  by  them  \  which  was  to  the  follovin- 
feg  cflfed :  Goo,  faid  he,  hat  at  prffent  given  me  the  fewer 
pver  yfht ;  and^  if  1  exercife  it  with  feme  Jevetity^  dor^t  ima^ 
pne  that  yfu  will  fihd  ffn&fehfis  in  a  better  fttuaiion  after  m^ 
deceaji^  Ybu  will  ^hoays  hereafter  meet  with  at  kajl  as  til  treat'- 
menf  from  my  fucceffers^  as  you  have  hitherto  experienced  ft  am 
me.     When  I  fifoU  be  dead^  God  will ftnd  you  another  of  hb 
fervesnts,  who  may  fojfibly  execute  his  comlnands  againjlyou  with 
greater  feverity  than  I  have  done.     Would  you  have  a  prince 
ftveet  and  moderate  ?  Follow  juftite^  and  obey  his  orders.     Tour 
own  conduit  %uill  he  the  pritfcipte-  c(nd  fource  of  the  good  or  ill 
treatment  you  will  receive  at  yout  governor's  hands*     The  princi^ 
or  bis  lieutenant^  mayju/lfy  b^  compared  to  a  mitrour  :  all  that 
you  fee  in  the  glafs  ii  only  the  return  of  the  object  you  frefent  ft 
it.     Nor  can  any  piece  be  drawn  more  to  the  life  than  the 
portrait  here  given  of  the  people  oflrdA  by  Al  Hejqjy  a^  fMi- 
cicntiy  ^ippears  from'  the  beft  Ar^  authors,  who  have  altead^ 
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been  cited  on  this  bead  in  the  preceding  part  of  tbis  hi* 
ftory*. 
Jmathir  THIS  general,  as  he  was  buntings  being  once .  feparate4 
Jlcty  of  from  bis  retinuie,  found  himfelf  verj  thirftjr  if|  9  Tolitaiy  (^ce, 
i^f??  where  an  Arab  was  feeding  his  camels.  As  fixm  as  JU  Urjdj 
appeared,  thofe  animals  were  feared  away ;  which  made  the 
Jfrab^  then  attentive  to  fomething  elfe,  lift  up  his  head  in  a 
great  paffion,  and  fay,  iflfe  is  tbis  wi$b  kisfott  cloatbs  tbat 
comes  oere  into  tbi  detart  tofrigbt  my  cowls  f  tbt  cur/e  ^^Gon 
Jigbt  upon  bim  !  Al  Hej^^  without  taking  notice  of  what  be 
bad  faid,  made  up  to  him,  fahited  bun  very  civilly,  and,  after 
Che  Arab  manner,  wifiied  him  peace.  .  But  the  other,  inftead 
of  returning  his  falutation  in  proper  terms,  aniwered  him 
roughly  ;  tellins  him,  that  he  neither  wiflbed  him  peace,  nor 
any  bleffine  of  Goo.  AlHejaj  feemed  not  to  underfiand  htoi, 
and  begged  of  him,  with  great  humility,  a  litde  water  to 
drink.  The  Jrab  told  him,  tbat  he  niight  alight  and  help 
himfelf,  for  he  was  neither  his  companion  nor  his  fervant. 
jilHejaj  did  as  he  bad  him;  and,  after  be  had  drunk,  alkc4 
him  whom  he  took  to  be  the  moft  noble  and  excellent  of  all 
men?  72)/  propbjtt  fevt  by  God,  burjl  ycu!  anfwered  thf 
'  Jrab.  And  wbat  tbink  you  of  Mxi  ^Aded  A/Htjaj.  Hisexcd' 
fincy  cannot  b^fufficin^tly  exproffid  by  tvordsj  replied  the  other, 
Ji  Hijdj^  CQntifiuing  his  difcourfe,  then  afked  him  what  an 
opinion  be  entertain^  of  JbaP^Imalic  f  X^  which  at  firft  be 
made  no  anfvyer ;  bu^,  being  preiM,  he  a(  laf^  dropped  ibme 
words  which  feemed  to  imply,  that  he  believ^  hiip:  to  be  a  bad 
prince*  fyhyfof^nfsifertAAlHtjaj.  ^^ftf»/i,  replied  the:  j/r^ji, 
hfi  bas  fittt  us  for  a  gavimor  tin  nsfft  v^chd  man  uitefer  tbf 
havens.  The  words  were  (carce  out  of  his  mo^tb,  when  i 
bird  dew  oyer  their  h^ads,  making  at  the  fa^ne  time  a  fort  oif 
noife,  which  the  Arab  bad  no  fooner  bftard,  than  Im:  looked 
ftedfaftly  upon  Al  Hejaj^  and  demanded  pf  him  who  he  ym} 
Al  Hejdj^  not  chufing  to  give  him  a  dirc&  anfwer,  defired  to 
):now  the  reafon  of  that  queftion.  Beeauft^  faid  the  jlrak^ 
fbis  bird  affured  me^  that  a  company  of  people  drenas  neesr^  and 
ibat  you  probably  are  the  chief  pf  them.  Al  Hejaps  attendants 
then  came  up,  and,  by  his  order,  carried  the  Arab  along  with 
bins ;  lyho,  the  next  day,  was  admitted  to  Al  Hejdf%  uble^ 
and  commanded  by  him  to  eat.  The  Arqlf  then  faid  t^is  ufua] 
grace,  God  grant  tbat  tb$  end  of  tbis  me^l  may  be  c^sfbrtunaif 
fs  the  beginniitg,  Whilft  they  were  eating,  AlHejaj  afked  him 

•.  *  At  Macin  k  IfM-  Abvlpep.  ubi  fop.  P'Herbsl.  obi  Tup,, 
M$.  Laud.  num.  i6i.  in  Bibl.  Bodl.Oxon.  Ebn  Al  Ati^ir^  MS. 
?oc.  nam.  137.  in  Bi^k  BodL  Oxon.  Ghec.  ApvVFaraj^  paif. 


Cv  >•. 


if 


C.a:  fbe  Hifiory  rf  the  Anbs.  1S5 

U  he  Ycmcmbcrcd  the  difcourie  ibat  had  pailed  between  them 
the  day  before.  The  Jrab  anfwered  him  immediateJyy  GoD 
fr^/fir  jiu  in  iVity  thing  \  but  as  far yiftirdu^ s Jicrtt^  taki  car^ 
j€u  d9  mt£vulg€  it  ti^iay-  That  1  moft  artaimfy  ft>aU^  replied^/  - 
Hej^ ;  butjmi  muft  cbuji  Mi  of  tbiji  tw§  things^  iitbir  to  ae* 
knawk^i  nu  your  mafier^  ana  thin  I  will  ntain  you  in  myfir^ 
via ;  or  ilfito  bofint  to  thi  Khalif  Abd'almalec  £bn  Merwan^ 
to  whom  JfiaUgivi  ax  account  of  all  that  you  havifaid  of  hinu 
The  Jrab^  having  h^ard  M  Hi]df%  propoialj  anfwered  him  in* 
ftantly.  Thin  it  a  third  way  you  may  tako^  which  fams  to  mo  /# 
bi  nuub  bittir,  fVhat  is  that  ?  faid  AlHejaj.  Sind  mi  homi^ 
replied  the  Arab^  and  Ut  f  and  you  nevirfa  am  anothor  morg^ 
Upon  vifhich^JlHijajinot^  little  p^afed  to  hear  the  poor  man 
talk  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  vivacity  made  him  a  prefent  of 
fen  thoufand  dirhoms^  and  difmified  him,  according  to  his 
defire.  With  regard  to  the  language  of  birds,  fuch  as  that 
mentioned  here,  the  Jrabs  pretend,  that  feveral  of  their  na** 
tton  have  all  aWg  underfiood  this,  even  from  Solomon*^  time* 
They  aij^m,  tl^t  this  fcience  has  been  known  amongft  them 
ever  ijnce  (be  reign  of  that  prince,  when  Balkls^  the  queen 
fd  Sbiba^  or  Saba^  had  a  bird  called  Hudbud^  that  is,  the 
hoop  or  Ifipwing,  which  fi^e  difpatched  to  Solomon  on  feveral 
iK^afions,  and  which  was  the  meflenger  of  theii;  amours* 
We  are  told  by  JaU^Poddin^  tha^  Solomon^  having  notice  of 
the  embafly  defigned  to  be  iiuit  hfrn  by  Baliis^  by  means  of 
|be  lapwings  evesr  before  the  perioo^  that  compofed  it  fet  out^ 
(Ordered  a  lafge  (fm^eto  bp  indofed  w.ltb  a  wall  built  of  gold 
^d  filv^r  WickSf'  wbprein  he  rangjed  bis  forces  and  attendams 
to  receive  them  •'• 

KuMEXt,  the  fi>n  of  Ziyd4^  lyas  ^  mftn  of  fine  wit.    He  Xtuneil  • 
lived  ill  the  time  of  Jl  Hijaf,  anddi^i  by  no  means  approve  of/awd  by  • 
his  Gondud«  One  day  that  governor  ordered  hifn  to  be  brought  bis  wit*  w 
hefore  himy  and  reproached  him,.becaufe,  in  a  certain  gar^ 
jdeQy-before  fome  perfons  that  he  named,  he  had  uttered  feveral 
imprecations  againft  him,  fbme  of  .which  were  p3  the  follow* 
jug  cScSL :  Thi  Loud  blacbin  his  face  I  that  is,  fll  him  V^kk 
fijame  andconfujion  \  and  ^lay  his  nfck  bi  cut  offj  (tn4  his  blaod 
pad  I     To  y^hich  Kunuil^  who  had  an  exceeding  ready  wit, 
anfwered  inftantly>  *Tis  true,  I  did  fpeak  thife  words  in  the 
garden  you  montion ;  but  then  I  was  under  a  vine-arbour^  looking 
ffon  a  bunch  of  grapes  not  yat  ripi,  and  I  wijhed  thai  th^ 
would  turn  black  foon^  that  they  might  be  cut  off,  and  made  wine 
of.     This  ingenious  explication  fo  pleafed  Jl  Hejdjy  that  he 

ient  KunteilhQmem  and  re>eftablilhod  him  in  his  favour  ^. 

.  ■  ».  '  '  •    " 

»  D^Hbrbsl.  BiUioth.  orient,  in  art.  Hegiage  Ebn  Yuftf  At 
Wbakefi^  p.  442,445,  5rin^.  BalHs,^,  189.  Jallalo'ddin, 
^  D^fiEBBEU  ohi  fop.  p.  4^3. 
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Ebn  Kor-      A& V  Ayas  £bn  KoRit Afi  Al  B ASiti,  a  perfbo  td^bntte^ 
jah'i  ^a-  hr  his  piety  and  learning,  whofe  father  hitd  bcfen  one  of  the   I 
/on,  COMF  AN10K4,  being  once  witfi  JIHsjafj  the  porter  t(Ad  them,  i 

ttkata  focretary  was  at  the  gate ;  upon  v^btch,  jE^  Korrah  faid^  i 
fiieffficfftaries  one  fbi  worjl  of  Mfirts  9f  p^e.   However,   i 
the  fecretiury  was  introdaced^  and  well  received  by  AI  HejSj  \  \ 
^fbo,  after  he  had  difiAifled  him,  aflured  Ebn  Korrah^  that,  had  \ 
ifot  the  tide  of  Companhn  hf  the  prophet  been  in  his  fathtl j,  he  \ 
woUtd  have  ordered  his  head  to  be  ftnick  off,  becaufe  the  \ 
KorSri  fays,  Hemter  the  vfriters.     Ebn  Korrah^  finding  what  ' 
iftnntnent  danger  he  was  in,  anfwered  immediately,  J  (poke  ^f 
the  fieretaries  of  the  Divan,  and  not  if  the  angels  thai  are 
inlled  writers  in  the  Koribii     To  which  he  Kkewife  thbught 
jlit  to  add^  that  the  latter  matted  the  appellation  given  tbeoi 
in  that  book,  becaafe  they  write  down  the  afhons  of  men,  in 
ibrder  to  produce  them  at  the  general  judgment.    This  £4n^ 
Kdfrah  was  the  mafter  of  Kotadahy  Shabah,  and  Adtnmfif^  and 
>ftttdie  a  vely  confiderable  figure  amongft  the  MoJIems  c. 
'A  religious  ^  Sadi  relates,  that  M  HejfJ^  once  recommended  himfdf  to  the 
|4o(lem*i  pri^s  of  a  religious  MoJleM ;  upon  which,  he  inftantl^  prayei 
prayer  for  lliitOoD  wouW  pfeafe  to  kill  him  quickly ;  for  no^mg,  &id 
Al  Hejdj.  iie,^can'he  more  advantageous  either  to  himMf  or  the  pe<6pl^ 
By  which  it  in  fome  meafure  appears,,  that  the  Kha'^s  fxA>^ 
je£ls  he  was  lent  to^  gcnrem  entertained  a  very  "dfiaglteaMey 
and  eveii  (hocking,  idea  of  htm***.      '  •  - 
Al  Hcjaj,  '  MiaKHOND  writes,'  ^t,  i^hen  he  WaSI 'ti^  'his  tfeadi^ 
before  bis  htAy  he  confuhed  his  siftiologer^  to  knottr  of  him,-  if  he  bad 
deatb^er-  hcit- found  in  his  Ephetnerid^Sy  that  fome  gttot captain  was  near" 
ders  bis     jhe  ^nd  of  his  days.    The  aftrplpger  anfyirered  him,  that  i 
aJM^ger  Certain  gt-eat'lcfrd,  nAiled^i&/ti*,  WastHhektened  with  fpecdhf^ 
^^^J^'  death,  a^cordirtg  to  his  obfcfvatibns^.  Mffij^rti^xeAythattt 
f^^^^*    ifhe  very  ftame  my  tn^fb^^ave  ?tef  when  J  was  a  child,     Tbesi^ 
faiil  the  iftrcio^r,  with  'grcA&t  imprudence,  ytm  rmft  certaitdjf  ' 
itfr;  thifte  is  no  room  to  doubt  of  />.     Al  Hefdj^  offended  at  tfift } 
dHbourf^,  faid  -inftantly  to  him.  If  that  be  the  cafe^  and  yok  • 
)arefo  dexterous  in  your  predtSfions^  I  wiS fend  you  before  meh^ 
to  the  other  worlds  that  I  may  make  ufe  of  you  there ;  and"  ifi  i 
the  lame  time  gave  an  oi^der  to-  have  him- difpatdied.     W« 
ihuft  here  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  word  Kolaib^  in  Ara* 
JrrV,  signifies  a  little  dog ;  ^nd  that  ^e  meet  With  an  arcotml 
of  this  aftrologer's  late,  fim^lar  to  that  handed  down  to  us  b^ 
Mirkhondj  in  Abi/l-Farc^  *•  ^ 

■ 

*  D'H^RBEt.  BibTietfa.  orient,  in  zrt,€$Krah^  P»  272. 
'  Sadi^  Vide  etiatn  D'HaaaBL.  ubi  fap.  p.  44.^         ^  MraK<* 
MoiiD.    Greg.  AbuVFaraj*  ttbi  {gp.  p.  2C<\aoi.    Mobau^ 
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Tax  former  of  thofc  writers  aifa  relates,  that  this  pirttniScme/tr' 
m  bom  (hut  up  at  the  bottom ;  fo  that  his  parents  found  xVhrfar-  ^ 
iBcefiary  to  hav^  him  opened  with  furgeons  inftrumentS)  Icft^'W*^' 
;ftop(hoiild  be  put  by  this  natural  impediment  to  the  excr-''^'"'^''' 
ife  of  the  animal  funfiiom.    The  latter  of  them  informs  us^^'^- 
|lat  he  fell  fick  by  eating  dirt }  which  he  afterwards  abftained 
iom,  by  the  advice  of  Tbe^dunus^  an  eminent  phyfician,who  was 
iBtemporary  with  him.    The  fame  author  adds,  that  he  died 
i  a  pktfai^y  or  confumptton,  which,  for  a  confiderable  time^ 
jepcived  him  of  his  natural  reft.    The  dirt  mentioned  by  tht^ 
nonan  was  a  fort  of  medicinal  clay,  called  by  the  Latini 
wra  Limma^  and  by  the  Arabs  Tbtn^  and  Thin  Mekbtowm^ 
^umj  LuiumJigiUatum^  &  Terra  ftgillata^  being  ptefcribea 
llfevcral  cafes  by  the  moft  eminent  phyfictans.    We  are  tolj 
|r  a  writer  of  fome  note,  that  Al  Hejaj  was  extremely  mag- 
jbtminhis  entertainments  ;  infomuch  that  he  furnimed,  on 
)tB6  occafionS)  no  leis  than  a  thoufand  tables.    He  alfo,  ac- 
ting to  d>e  fame  author,  fomettme3  made  very  valuable* 
|ciait»  to  bis  friends ;  it  having  been  known,  that  certain 
f  them  rtceived  of  him  1,000,000  dirhims  at  once.     At 
\bfaj\dk  behind  him  a  fon,  who  erected  z  little  principality^ 
IBnMing  of  only  feven  fmall  towns  in  Al  Jebal^  or  the  Perfiari 
^l  which  gradually  going  to  decay,  a  cit^  was  at  lafl^ 
ttned  out  of  them  all>  called  Kom.    This  town  ftands  af 
pu)ft  an  equal  diftance  from  Ifpahan  and  Cazhin^  and  about 
JKoty-one  parafangs  from  Raya,     Between  this  laft  fhcd 
ft  A0m  there  is  a  frightful  defart,  in  which  there  was  fbr- 
iulf  a  very  large  and  ftrong  caftle,  called  Gerdefi)ir\  a  par* 
Nbr  defcription  of  wlucb  we  meet  with  in  Yak&u    Thisf 
\l  was  raifed  out  of  the  mins  of  the  feven  others,  in  th^ 
13d  year  of  the  Uejta.    Mfalrahman^  the  fon  of  Al  Hijd]^ 
Iring  been  defeated  by  his  enemies,  and  his  country  roinedl* 
IB  inhabitaift?  of  the  (even  original  towns  gradually  defertea 
|en,  and  their  defcendants  built  the  city  of  Kom  \  which 

t divided  into  feven  parts,  that  retained  the  names  of  thofe' 
IS.  The  principal  of  thefe  was  called  Komntedany  a 
kne  apparentiv  formed  of  Kom.  The  city  of  Kom  \% 
f  this  day  juftly  celebrated  for  its  manufaflures  of  filk,' 
}ki  in  the  Turkijh  and  Perjsan  languages  Komajhy  in  the' 
)at  manner  as  velvet  is  denominated  in  the  eaft  Katlfdhy 
im  the  town  of  Katif^  fituated'  in  the  province  of  Ba^ 
iin^  on  the  Perjian  gulf,  about  two  days  journey  from 
\fdy  where  it  is  made.     Abialmogni  Ali^  a  famous  aftro-' 

E,  who  left  behind  him  an  aftrobgical  treatife,  intituled, 
ftfn^9  was  a  native  of  Kt^m^  and  from  thence  furnamed ' 
f  JCnvn,  or  Al  Knnm.    Abu  Oheidah  Mamar  Ehn  Al  Mothani 
it  the  life  of  Al  Hejfij^  under  the  title  of  Al  Akbdr  Hejij. 

I  That 


I9S 


lmi/i7/ 

$M  Spain» 
mtuicthir 


The  Hljlory  cf  the  4rabs.  ai 

That  author  was  a  native  K^iBagbd^  and  died  in  the  2091^ 
year  of  the  H^ra  f. 

The  fame  year  in  which  MHijj  died,  that  is,  the  9 
of  the  Hejra,  AlWalid  Ebn  Abd^almdUc  banifliedy|{/£^ 
d^allabEbtt  M  Jbbas  from  Damafcus  to  Hamin^  a  valley  w1 
lies  about  three  miles  from  Mtoca^  towsutdsJJTdyff^wkat 
begot  twenty  fon$»    The  Khalif  alfo  ordered  this  M  to 
C^ive  feventy  ftripes,  for  meditating  the.  murder  of  £tfZf/. 
Arabt  gained  this  year  a  complete  vi£lory  over  the  G«ik 
Spain^  which  paved  the  way  to  the  abfojute  conqueft  of 
of  the  provinces  of  that  kingdom,     Raderic^  being  inforj 
that  the  Moflems  had  landed  a  powerful  army,  in  Spam^ 
made  terrible  havock  in  feveral  parts  of  his  dominioof, 
jfembled  his  whole  force,  and  refolved  to  bring  the  enemy 
a  general  aAion^  that  fhould  determine  his  fate  as  well  as 
of  his  fubje£ts.     Coming  up  with  them,  therefore,  at 
iona^  he  attacked  them  with  fucb  bravery,  that, 
ibnding  the  Goths  had  been  enervated  by  a  long  peace, 
vidorv  hung  in  fufpence  for  eight  whole  days.    The 
himfelf,  dreSed  in  his  royal  robes,  with  sr golden  crown 
his  head,  in  an  ivory  chariot,  after  the  manner  of  the  Gi 
princes,  appeared  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  fo  ani 
his  troops  by  his  prefence  and  valiant  behaviour,  that  th^ 
ally  performed  wonders;  though  at  laft  the  Jrabs^ 
continually  reinforced  with  frefh  troops,  forced  them  to 
way,   and  even  betake  themfelves  to  a  precipitate 
To  this  the  fons  of  ritizsy  according  to  fome  writers, 
a  little  contributed.     For,  Roderic  committing  to  their 
^^8t  the  wings  of  the  army,  though  they  had  already 
fefted  their  iinifter  intentions  towards  him,  thejr  went 
to  the  enemy  in  the  heat  of  the  a£tion ;  upon  wnich,  a 
rout  immediately  enfued.     The  Arabs  purfued  the  ft 
Goths  with  fo  much  ardour,  that  the.greateft  jpart  of 
were  killed  either  in  the  battle  or  thepurfuit.    In  this 
engagement,  which  ended  on  Sunday  the  fifth  day  of  Jtdf% 
cording  to  fome  of  the  beft  Spanify  hiflorians,  all  the  G 
nobility  were  flain ;  fo  that  all  the  Spaniardf^  except  the 
rians  and  Cantabriansy  who  were  the  lail  that  fubmicted  tQj 
Romans^  were  obliged,  within  a  fhort  time,  gradually  to 
ceivethe  Mof emyokt.     As  for  Rod^rU  himfdf,  it  is  not 
tainly  known  whether  he  Was  killed  in  th^  aSion,  or  Ainri 
the  deftru^ion  of  h&  army.    Some  affirm,  ths^t  be  fell  in 
battle ;  but  others  deny  this.    However,  we  arc;  told  for 

f^  MiBKHOMD  k  Geeo  AbuVFaiaj,  obi  fop.  Ant  Lib. 
V41L,  Yakut,  EbhHawkal,  Hamoalla,  Ism.  Abvlfio. 
hift.  aniv.  Golii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  a^S— -aio,  &  i|tib«  D'Hi 
Miu  ubi  (\»p.  p,  a6j,  ^64,  ?7i,  443>4«- 
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'  tma,  that  his  horfe  OreBaj  and  enfigns  of  royaltjr,  were  femid 
&ia  miry  place,  frequented  by  fwine  and  other  nlthy  animals^ 
Ifco'  the  enemy  fought  for  his  body  in  vain«  With  regard  to 
iDttnt  JuBofij  he  is  faid  to  have  foon  met  with  the  proper  re- 
IHard  of  his  viUainy ;  the  Jrabs^  according  to  a  proverb  re- 
feeived  amongft  us,  loving  the  treafon,  but  hating  the  traitor.  ^ 
piis  wife  they  ftoned  to  death,  threw  his  ion  headlong  from 
fbe  top  of  the  caftle  of  CeuiOy  and  flript  him  of  all  hts  pof- 
After  which,  according  to  fome,  he  miferaUy  ex- 
in  irons  in  a  fort  or  citadel  belonging  to  .the  territory  of 
;  tho*  others,  it  muft  be  owned,  are  of  a  difiierent  opi- 
Be  this,  however,  as  it  will,  the  Arabs^  who  loft  fix- 
tboafiiod  men  in  the  battle  cSJJpdonay  reduced  the  whob 
igdoQi  of  Spain^  except  the  provinces  occupied  by  the  Jfftu" 
and  CantabrianSj  as  has  been  already  obferved,  within 
fpace  of  eight  months,  or,  according  to  others,  fourteen 
,  or,  laftly,  as  others  will  have  it,  about  two  yean. 
,  there  are  not  wanting  thofe  who  aflert,  that  the  Araht 
it  five  years  in  the  conqueft  and  intire  reduction  of  the  moft^ 
derable  part  of  this  region.  Tarify  who  now  commanded 
SpatMj  acquired  an  inimenfe  treafure,  during  this  fuccefiful 
paign;  which  not  only  inriched  htm,  but  likewife enabled 
to  reward  all  his  officers,  and  even  die  troops  themfelves^ 
their  bravery  in  this  war.  Nor  did  the  M^Jkm  command* 
fiul  afterwards  of  amaffing  prodigious  riches,  with  which 
t  fiipplied  by  this  moft  opulent  country ;  tho'  thefe,  if 
will  believe  a  certain  hiftorian,  foon  occalioned  fuch  di(> 
oBs  amongft  them,  and  fo  incenfed  them  one  againft  an- 
,  that  feveral  of  them  came  to  violent  deaths,  infomuch 
withoi  the  (pace  of  twenty  years,  there  were  no  lefs  than 
Mojkm  princes,  or  governors,  in  Spain.  l^\it  Arabs  were 
year  likewife  formidable  in  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  world. 
Qr/imr/,  MoJIemay  6t  Mcjlemy  an  Arab  general  that  we  have 
1 J  mentioned,  made  feveral  incurfions  into  the  imperial 
ies,and  ravaged  the  whole  province  of  Ga/itrf  1/7, carrying 
ith  him  many  rich  fpoils^  and  a  great  number  of  pnfoners, 
J  he  retired  into  the  KbaliP^  dominions.  The  Greek  em- 
,  being  informed,  that  At  JValid  was  making  vaft  prepa- 
to  attack  him  both  by  Tea  and  land,  fent  fome  of  hit 
,  and,  amongft  the  reft,  Daniel  Sinopenfis^  to  treat  of 
cc  with  that  prince.  Amongft  other  inftru6lions  with 
h  Daniel  was  charged,  the  emperor  ordered  him  to  pro- 
as exad  an  account  as  poiTible  of  the  force  with  which 
4i//^propofed  to  invade  the  Greek  empire.  Upon  his  return 
the  Meflem  court,  that  nobleman  reprefented  both  the 
al  find  military  preparations  of  the  Arahi  againft  the  Chri- 

Jiians^ 
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ftiaiUj  and  particularly  the  capital  city  of  the  tmf^  as  ( 

ihipendous,  that  it  would  be  next  to  impoffible  to  oppofe  tfaeai 

The  emperor  therefore  finding,  that  the  Khalif  intended  t 

.  lay  fiege  to  CenfiantinopU^  he  caufed  a  very  large  numbcri 

.  light  fl^ips  to  be  built,  the  walls  to  be  repaired,  and,  hanri 

wed  the  public  granaries,  ordered  Aich  of  the  dtizois  ash 

,  not  laid  up  proviiions  for  three  years  to  depart  the  dtjr.  9 

likewife  added  fome  new  works  to  the  place  on  the  iea-tt 

.  and  difpofed  his  military  engines  on  the  towere  in  fuch  andj 

ner  as  might  enable  him  to  give  the  enemy  a  proper  rocepci(l| 

whenever  diey  fbould  think  fit  to  appear.    In  the  mean  ttfj 

M  WaUd  continued  his  warlike  preparations  with  the  uaqj 

-^  .^vigour*  being  determined  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  Cii ' 

tin^pliy  if  poifible,  in  one  campaign  <• 

Thi  diaib     In  the  96th  year  of  the  Hejra^  or  of  Christ  715,  h 

mtd  cha-  £hn  Sbarik^  Al  tValii%  governor  of  Egypt ^  died  at  NUJr^ 

radtr  of  he  bad  efe£led  a  large  and  ftately  mo^ue,  about  three , 

SX  Walid.|;,eibre  his  death.    He  was  fucceeded  by  jfhd'almibi  Eh\ 

:fa*4ty  who  prefided  over  the  Egyptians  till  the  acceffion  of  1 

Umanr  Ebn  AbialmaUt  Ehn  Merwdn  to  the  M$Jkm 

As  for  the  KhalifJl  JVaKdy  he  died  this  year,  about  the 

of  the  latter  Jornada^  and  was  buried  at  Damafcus.  He 

about  nine  years  and  eight  months ;  being  at  the  time 

death,  according  to  fome,  forty  eight,  or,  as  others  will 

it,  forty-thr^e,  years  of  age.    He  was  very  tall,  fwardij,! 

jiofed,  and  pitted  with  the  fmall-pox.    He  had  a  large  i 

with  fome  grey  hairs  in  it,  was  of  a  ftrong  robuft  conftH 

.and  a  very  choleric  temper.    He  was  fubjed  to  intemf 

/allies  of  paffion,  being  bv  no  means  capable  of  bridlii 

anger.    According  to  4l  making  he  married  fixty*diite' 

the  greateft  part  oT  whom  he  divorced  ;  which,  as  dxtX 

iays,  was  attended  viith  a  very  con&derable  ^pence.  He  I 

.out  large  fums  of  money  upon  public  buildings,  fuch  as  tbei 

nificent  mofques  ztDamafcuSyJerufsikm^znAMeJUnai  ail 

•were  either  ereded  or  enlarged  and  beautified  in  his 

This  jKi^/?/ appointed  Ofwr  Ebn  Abfala%i%  his  comi 

ol  Medina^  and  was  the  firft  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  Jf« 

who  founded  an  hofpital  for  fick  people,  and  a  Caravnij 

or  public  houfe  of  entertainment,  for  poor  travellers  andf 

gers.     His  fecretaries,  who  fucceeded  one  another  in  tbei 

they  are  mentioned  here,  were  Korrah  Ebn  Texid^Kainki 

t  Al  Makin,  ubi  fap.  p.  72.  Ism.  Abvlfed.  de  vit.Mf 
ned.  c.  liv.  p.  112.    Roderic.  Toletam.  Antonivs  a 
VARA,  in  epiilola  ad  Aifoof.  fiurg.  Epifc.  FaRDiifAVD.  M< 
PiNciAN.  Isidor.Pacens.  Joan.  Vas.  HJfpaA,  chroaicp'i 
697.  TuEOPUAK.  ubi  fup.  p.  321,  322* 
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Dawit^  Dahak  Ekn  Ziriiy  Tezid  Ebn  AUhfia^  and  AbJ^nU 
]ki  Ebn  Mike  \  his  cbambcrlains,  Kba^i  and  Saad^  the  firft 
Ins  fervant,  and  the  other  his  freed-man  $  and  the  captain 
jflf  his  giufds  Caah  Ehn  Ha%tm  Al  AUfi.  The  inferipticMn 
|l^  his  ieal  was,  O  Al  WALiD  \  j^natt  U  die^  arid  t§  givi 
^  auumi  tf  y9ur  a&hnt^  The  firft  daj  of  his  Khalifkt  vas 
^ridajy  aad  the  laft  Saturday  He  is  laid  to  have  had  fom^ 
^^'"  in  arch]tefiure>  bnt  to  have  been  a  yoy  indifierent  liiW 
The  accounts  of  the  puUic  ireaAirjr  he  ordered  the 
or  fecrelaffies,  to  write  in  Arabicy  and  not  in  Grteky  as 
the  cuflom  before  his  elevation  to  die  KhaBfaU  Alf^a-i 
as  has 'been  ahready  obferved,  was  more  powerful  than 
\j  of  his  predeceibr»s  having  fuUugated,  according  to  the 
lern  writers.  Spaing  Sardinia^  majorcay  MinorcOy  part  of 
Hia  NarhMgiifisy  the  vaft  province  of  MawarSlnahr^  Littlk 
"  itf,  or  the  kingdom  c^  JSTi^tfr,  and  ^urkejlan*  He 
By  if  we  wyl  believe  thofe  authors,  rendered  diat  part 
»  OA  tfiis  fide  the  Ganges  tributary  to  him.  The  greateft 
of  the  Ai^^Snif  hiftorians  differ vndely  fix>m  thofe  of  Syria 
their  accounts  of  this  prince.  The  latter  reprefent  him  as 
fftMBtKhaUf  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyab ;  whereas  the  for« 
have  tranfinitted  him  down  to  pofterity  as  naturally  cruel 
violent^  of  much  the  fame  difpofition  with  Pharaoh  king 
^B^ty  called  aJib  Al  ff^alid  by  feme  of  die  eaftern  writers; 
'  mkmr^  one  of  the  principal  of  the  Pirfian  hiftoriansi 
us,  that  KaH6aEbn  Mofiem^  AlfFaMb  governor  of  Kho* 
itij  after  be  had  pafled  die  Jih^n^  advance!  to  Samarkand^ 
re  Aiag9urekj  the  king,  or  Kban^  of  Mawarffhtahr^  was 
up,  and  laid  fiege  to  that  place ;  that»  after  having  fuf« 
ied  feveral  very  vigorous  attacks,  it  funrendtred  to  bim  by 
^ation ;  the  principal  article  of  which  was,  thatil/tfj'^ftr^ 
pay  die  <£6^/^annualIy,  by  way  of  tribute,  2,000,000  ^-» 
and  at  the  fame  time  make  him  a  prefent  of  3000  floves  ; 
that,  after  he  had  pofleffed  himfelf  of  the  place,  he  or^^ 
all  the  idols  therein  to  be  deftroyed^  and  conftruSed 
one  of  the  moft  fuperb  mofques  to  be  met  with  in  aH  the 
empire  \ 

hif  Makim^  ubi  fup.  p.  73.   Grbo.  ABirVFARA;,  obi  fnp* 

ilf  202.      £VTYCM.    Uhi  fup.'  p.   3769  377.      D'HlRBEL.  "OH* 

b.  orient,  in  art.  Falid^  p.  907.  Theopham.  chronograph.  p» 
Khondbmir.   Vide  etiam  Ism.  Abvlpbd.  in  hiii.  nniverC 
LsB  Tarzkbs  Mirat.Cainat,  Ebu  SapHNAH,  aliofqae 
r.  orient,  plur. 
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SECT.    XIII. 

Hits  fie-  COftiMAN  Ebn  Abd'almai«ec»  Airnaincd  AbuAjuh^  liic^ 
ended  by  ^  ceeded  his  brother  i4V  fFalid^  and  was  innugurated  the  verr 
hiibr9ibirizj  on  which  that  Khali/ ii%d.  ^  His  mother  was  Walam^ 
Soliman.  the  daughter  of  Al  Jbbas  Ebn  Harbi  Al  Abbafi.  He  was  s 
prince  df  fine  parts  and  furprizing  eloquence,  havine  beeo 
educated  amongft  bis  mother's  relations  in  the  defart.  Tie  re* 
^relied  all  grievances  that  had  happened  before  his  acceffioni 
put  an  end  to  all  dilbrders,  encouraged  trade,  and  releafed  all 
the  prifoners  in  his  extenfive  dominions,  except  fuch  as  bad 
been  incarcerated  for  capital  crimes.  In  the  96th  year  of  rht 
Hijra^  or  the  firft  of  his  reign,  Kaiiba  EbnMoJknh  thcg(h 
pernor  of  Khorafiny  rebelled  ag^nft  him ;  but  tbe  people  of 
that  country  were  fo  far  from  joining  with  him  in  his  defedioo» 
that  they  ruflied  upon  him  with  one  accord,  cut  him  to  pieces^ 
and  eleSed  for  their  leader  one  fFiki  Ebn  Abu  S^widf  who 
prefided  over  them  till  SolimAi  appointed  Tmd  Ebn  McbaU, 
Ebn  Abu  Safra  his  lieutenant  of  Kbara/an.  Yezid  greatly  ei<i 
tended  the  idoJUm  conquefts  on  that  fide,  reducing  Taberifik 
and  Jurjan^  Gi^rgiana^  or  Giutgiana^  under  the  domtnioa 
of  the  iChaUf.  In  this  war  he  gained  many  glorious  vidorie% 
ravaged  the  enemies  territories,  killed  a  vait  number  of  tbe 
infidels,  and  impofed  an  annual  tribute  upon  the  reft.  Sooa 
after,  Soliman  began  to  make  the  neccilary  difpofitions  fol 
putting  his  troops  in  march  s^ainft  dnftantinopk^  and  ap< 
pointed  his  brother  MoJUma  to  command  in.  that  expedition 
Afafnab  EbnZiid  AlTannukhi  collected  the  tribute  at  thbtioi 
far  Scliman  in  Egjpt*  Nothing  very  material  palled  this  year  in 
Sfain,  However,  the  Arabs^  by  the  ailiftance  of  the  Jewi^ 
furprized  the  city  of  Toltdo  on  Palm-Sunday^  which  had  re* 
turned  from  them  to  the  enemy.  M4fa  alio,  the  prefeAd 
Africa^  hearing  of  the  great  fuccels  of  Tariff  and  of  the  ioh 
menfe  riches  he  had  acquired,  landed  again  with  a  large  body 
of  tbe  Moflim  troops  in  Sfain^  afTumed  to  bimfelf  the  ipolJi 
taken  by  th^at  general  from  the  Goths^  and  then  in  conjunfiioa 
with  him,  notwithftanding  the  mutual  hatred  and  animoiitia 
that  fubfifted  between  thern,  reduced  Cajaraugi^a^  known 
at  this  time  by  the  name  of  Saragofoy  or  Saragpffa^  and  feveral 
other  towns.  The  inhabitants  of  thofe  places  the  ArabsxxaXfi 
with  cruelty  enough ;  plundering  and  pillaging  them  all  with' 
out  diftin^on,  arid  even  putting  many  of  them  to  the  fword  \ 

'  Al  Makin,  abi  fup.  p.  73,  74.  Greo.  Abo^l-Fara j,  hU 
ftp.  p.  202.  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup  p.  376*  377.  Gom  not.ad  Alfr» 
gan.p.  igo — 197.  Fortalit,  Fkl«  Joa»^  Vas.  Hifpao.  chronie: 
p.  6^7. 
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The  fdlowing  year,'  bein^  the  97th  of  the  Hejra,  begin*  A  Mikcas 
ning  Sfptfmher  ^th,  7*15,  Soliman  ordered  zMikeas^  Nikfiope^huiit  hy 
or  piQar  to  meafiire  the  increafe  of  the  Wtle^  to  be  ereded  on  Soliman. 
an  ifland  between  Geexa^  or  Ji  Jiza,  the  antient  Mtmphh^  ac- 
cording to  Dn  Shaw^  and  Al  Foftat ;  he  having  been  before 
informed  \iij  Afamah  Ehn  Zeid  Al  Tannikhi^  his  colleflor  of  the 
.  tribute  and  cuftoois  in  Egypt,  that  the  Mikeas  built  at  HoL 
wan  by  Abifalaziz  Ebn  Merwdn  was  become  iiitirely  ufelefs^ 
This  NiUfcope  may  poffibly  be  ftill  remaining,  as  that  ktn 
aiid  defcribed  by  the  learned  Dr.  Shaw  ftands  upon  the  point 
!  of  an  ifland  that  lies  between. JiTtf/r^  and  deza ;  which  fitua- 
^  tion  txz&Xy  correfponds  with  th^t  zf&gned  Soliman^s  Niiomeur 
hy  Etttycbius  amd  AI  Makin,   For  a  full  and  ample  defcription 
I,    of  this  column^  we  muft  beg  leave  to  refer  our  curious  readers 
''  to  Dr.  Shav/s  obfervations  in  Egypt ;  where  they  will  meet 
f*  with  the  beft  and  moft  entertaining  account  of  it>  that  has  hi- 
K   Aerto  been  communicated  to  the  world  ^. 

f"'  This  year,  the  Arabs  rather  loft  ths^n  gained  ground  in  Mofleoia 
^  Spain.  Pelagius,  or,  as  the  Spaniards  call  him,  Pilayo,  the  fon  begins  bis 
'  oJF  Fafila,  or  Favila,  duke  of  Cantabria,  was  proclaimed  king  oi march  for 
^  the  Afiurians ;  and  Garfias  Xinuniufy  known  amongft  the  Spa^  Conftan- 
•  niards  by  the  name  of  Garcia  JGrneHiSy  of  Gothic  extradion,  tinoplc  2 
V  founded  a  kingdom  in  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  whither  many 
^  of  the  Cbrt/iians  had  fled  from  Saragofa  and  other  towns  of 
!*.  Arragon  and  Navarre,  when  they  were  taken  by  the  Arabs, 
y  Nor  could  the  Khalifa  forces  in  Spain  reduce  thefe  two  new 
I  princes.  The  army  lent  againft  Ptlayo  returned,  without  hav- 
}  ing  effeded  any  thing,  to  Corduha\  and  that  deftined  to  adl 
f  againft  Ximenes,  who  diftinguiftied  himfelf.  in  feveral  fharp 
'  adions  with  only  a  body  of  600  horfe,  was  not  able  to  feize 
upon  any  part  of  his  territories.  On  the  contrary,  the  latter 
of  thefe  Chrifiian  monarchs  advanced  his  frontiers  into  the 
enemy's  country,  and  died  after  a  reign  of  forty-two  years* 
The  nrft  of  them  likewife  reigned  about  nineteen  years,  as  our 
readers  will  lin4  more  particularly  related  in  the  modern  hi- 
fiory  of  Spain.  About  this  time,  Moflema,  who  is  called  by 
''Thet^pbams  and  Cedrenus  Mafabnas^  begun  his  march  for  Con* 
fiantinopU,  with  an  army  of  120,000  men,  advanced  firft  to 
Amorium  in  Phrygia,  and  afterwards  to  Per^arhtis  in  Myfia^ 
which  he  furpri^ed  ;  and  then  took  up  h,is  winter*  quarters  in 
die  Lejjir  Afia.  Theophanes  feems  to  intimate,  that  either 
Soiimdn  himfelf,  or  a  general  of  the  fame  name,  commanded 
a  body  of  the  Moflem  forces  in  this  expedition  ;  tho'  not  the 
kaft  foundation  for  fuch  a  notion  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  ori- 

'  ^  Pit,  Makin  &  Eutych.  ubi  fup,    Shaw*i  phyiic.  and  mif- 
cdlan.  obfervac.  in  Egypt,  p.  433 439, 

►    .  KfooJHiST.VoL.IL  N  cAtal 


1^  Tbt  Hift0j  of  tbi  AvihL  &i 

^  ental  hiftorians.  Ebn  Sbohnab  writes^  that  this  prince  was  at 
Ramla^  or  Rama^  when  his  brother  died,  from  whence  he  went 
to  Damafcus  as  foon  as  he  had  received  advice  of  that  event, 
in  order  to  take  poileffion  of  the  Khalifat  ^  and  that^  after  a 
^ort  refidence  there,  he  commanded  his  troops  to  advance  to 
Marj  Dabeky  near  AUfpOy  from  whence  his  brother  Mojkma 
marched  direiftly  to  Conjiantinopky  that  he  might  form  tbe 
/lege  of  that  impor^t  place«  Thefe  dre  the  moft  matdrisl 
tran(adions  of  the  97th  year  of  the  Hejra^  both  according 
to  the  Cbriftian  and  the  MoJUm  hiftorians  ^ 
and  he-  The  next  year,  that  is,  the  98th  of  the  Hejray  com- 
^r^/i /i&tf/ mencing  >/»^f^  25th,  716,  feveral  remarkable  events  h^ 
tafital,  peiied  in  tbofe  parts  of  the.  world,  that  were  the  theatres  of 
the  war  between  the  Cbrijiians  and  the  Mojkms,  The  Cin« 
Jiians  of  Spain^  who  fubmttted  to  pav  an.  annual  tribute  to  the 
Khalify  and  chofe  to  refide  in  the  AieJUm  tenitories,  were  not 
difturbed  either  in  the  pofleffion  of  their  properties,  orthefirce 
exercife  of  their  religion.  As  the^  were  intermixed,  and  in 
a  manner  incorporated,  with  the  Arahsy  they  obtained  on  that 
account  the  name  oi M9%arebi$\  and  the  miflal  then  in  uie 
amongft  them,  drawn  up  by  St.  Leander  and  St.  IJidore^  and 
which  was  followed  by  all  the  Cbrijiians  of  Sfam  till  the  time 
of  Alphwfus  VI.  was  called  the  MozaraUc  miflal.  This_year, 
Muja  and  Tarifyf^rc  recalled  by  Seliman^  and  not  Jlfraki^ 
as  we  find  aflerted  by  Tome  of  the  Sfani/b  hiftorians,  to  give 
an  account  of  their  condu£^.  MuJa  left  his  fon  AbJtalati% 
brhind  him,  to  govern  Spain  in  nis  ab(ence,  who  married  Egu 
bon^  Egilon^  or  EgiUna^  Rodericks  wife,  iand  fixed  his  refidenot 
at  SrdilUy  as  has  been  already  obferved.  As  for  Tariff  before 
bis  departure,  he  appointed  M  KbamAn^  an  excellent  officer, 
to  command  the  Mofiem  forces  deftined  to  a£l  againft  fdam 
ginSy  whom  he  thought  it  a  fcandal  to.  him  not  to  have  re^ 
duced.  Al  Khamdn^  before  he  proceeded*  diredily  to  hoftili- 
ties,  fent  Oppa,  or  Oppas^  the  archbifhop  of  SevilUy  to  prevail 
Mon  him,  if  poflib|e,  to  take  the  oath  of  aO^iance  to  the 
f  KhaUf,    This  Oppa  attempted,  and  had  a  conference  with 

Pelagiusy  who  had  taken  poft  with  looo  chofen  men  in  a  cave 
'  an  mount  Aufina^  having  difpofed  his  other  troops,  on  whicli 

he  could  not  fo  much  depend,  to  the  heft  advantage,  upon  the 
precipices  of  that  mountain ;  but  without  efTed,  that  prince 
being  ftill  determined  to  aflert  his  independency  againft  the 
•       Arabs.     Al  Khamany  therefore,  finding  pacific  meafures  in- 

1  JoANNBs  Vasaus,  iibi  fup.  p.  697, 69S.  Thbofban.  sU 
fup.  p.  525,  326,  327.  Georg.  Cbdren.  ubi  fup.  449^50.  £bh 
Shohnah,  D'Hbrjibl.  fiiUioth.  orient.  In  attx.  S§lim£n  Bin  Ai» 
dalmaUi,  p.  821,  ^ 
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effedual)  marched  againft  him  with  a  powerful  army,  but 
could  not  meet  with  an  opportunity  of  attacking  him  befote 
the  following  year.     In  the  mean  time,  MoJUmay  having  in 
Yain  waited  fox  Leo*s  performance  of  certain  engagements  he 
had  laft  year  entered  iiito  with  him,  when  he  perfuaded  him 
to  aflume  the  purple,  and  promifed  to  fupport  him,  left  his 
winter  quarters  in  the  Lejfer  Afia^  and  refumed  his  march  for 
C9nftantinopU.     Upon  his  arrival  at  Ahydus^  he  made  the  ne- 
crflary  difpofitiohs  for  paffing  the  Hellefponty  and  tranfporting 
his  forces  into  Thrace ;  which  having  done,  and  fent  orders  to 
SoKman^^  iht  Kbalif*%  admiral,  to  appear  with  the  fleet,  he 
defeated  the  imperial  army  that  covered  Conjlantinople^  made 
himlclf  mafter  of  the  enemy's  camp,  and  caufed  the  city  to  be 
invefted  on  the  15th  day  of  Augujl.    Mofema^  or,  as  the 
Greek  ^vriters  call  him,  Mafahnas^  having  foon  after  openecl 
the  trenches  in  form  before  the  city,  and  drawn  a  line  of  cirr 
cumvallation  round  his  camp,  pulned  on  the  fiege  with  great 
vigour.     On  the  ift  of  September^  Solimany  according  to  ^/tf- 
fbanes^  in  purfuance  of  the  orders  he  had  received,  appeared^ 
with  the  Arab  fleet,  confifting  of  men  of  war  of  a  monftroua 
fize,  befides  merchant-men  and  light  veflels,  amounting  in 
all  CD  about  1800  (hips,  before  the  town,  in  order  to  block  it 
up  by  fea,  and  forward  the  operations  of  the  land-forces^ 
Twenty  of  the  merchant-  men,  or  tranfports,  that,  by  reafon 
^of  their  heavy  lading,  failed  flower  than  the  reft,  arriving  a 
few  days  after  the  grand  fleet,  were  fet  on  fire  by  fome  Are* 
ibips  fent  againft  them  from  the  citadel,  and  reduced  to  aflies  | 
'   which  proved  a  very  confiderable  lofs  to  the  Arabs,  as  every 
one  of  them  had  100  foldiers  on  board,  armed  with  coats  of 
mail ;   all  which  were  either  confumed  by  the  flames,  or 
jwallowed  up  by  the  waves.     This  greatly  animated  the 
nrifon,  and  ftruck  the  enemy  with  terror  and  confternation* 
It  likewife  prevented  an  attack  on  the  fea-fide  of  the  city^ 
which  the  enemy  propofed  to  have  made  with  a  great  part  of 
their  forces  the  very  day  on  which  this  action  happened.    The 
following  winter  was  fo  fevere  in  Tlhraceythiit  the  ground  was 
covered  with  the  fnow  frozen  upon  it  an  hundred  days ;  info- 
much  that  almoft  all  the  enemy's  horfes,  camels,  and  other 
besifls  of  burden,  pertflied  with  the  cold.     They  loft  likewife 
a  vaft  number  of  men  bv  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  and 
were  reduced  to' great  uraits  for  want  of  providons.     They 
found  themfelves,  therefore,  incapable  of  .making  any  con-* 
liderable  progrefi  in  the  fiege  before  the  return  of  the  fpring; 
when  two  fleets,  one  of  800  fhips,  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  corn 
on  board  from  Egypt^  under  the  command  of  Sofian^  and'another 
of  360  merchant-men,  or  tranfports,  laden  with  arms,  bag* 
yage,  and  provifions^  from  jf/rica^  under  the  conduct  of  Yezid^ 
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approacBed  to  their  relief.  But  both  thofe  admirals  having 
received  intelligence  of  the  fatal  eflFedls  of  the  liquid  or  fea- 
fire,  fo  called  becaufe  it  burnt  under  water,  being  the  inven* 
tion  of  one  Cailinicus,  a  native  of  HeliopcUs  in  Egypt^  that 
.  had  deftroyed  the  twenty  tranfports  above-mentioned,  they 
were  obliged  for  fome  time  to  ftand  ofF  to  fea.  However,  at 
'  laft  they  ventured  to  draw  nearer  the  city  ;  but  were  foon,  for 

'  themoli  part,  confumed  by  the  artificial  (ire  difcharged  upon 
them  from  certain  fwift  veflels  and  biremes,  on  board  of  which 
a  proper  quantity  of  it  had  been  lodged  for  that  purpofe.  AU 
the  land  as  well  as  the  naval  forces  brought  by  thofe  fleets,  to 
reinforce  the  Mojlem  army  incamped  before  ConftantinopUy  and 
TCnable  it  to  carry  on  ihe  fiege  of  that  capital  with  more  vi- 
gour, were  either  drowned  or  reduced  to  aflies  in  this  adion; 
and  the  Greeks  carried  ofF  with  them  all  the  enemy's  baggage, 
money,  and  provifions^  that  had  efcaped  the  flames,  triumph- 
.  antly  into  the  town.  About  the  fame  time,  a  detachment  of  the 
imperial  forces  cut  to  pieces  a  body  of  the  Jrab  troops,  com- 
manded by  one  Merdafan^  that  had  ravaged  the  cpaft  as  far  as 
Nicaa  and  Nicomcdla ;  which  cleared  the  oppofite  fhorc  of  the 
enemy's  parties,  and  enabled  the  eippcror's  fubje£ls  to  fupply 
the  befieged  with  neceflaries  from  thence  j  the  communication 
between  Thrace  and  the  neighbouring  parts  of  JJia  being  now 
as  open  as  before  the  commencement  of  the  fiege.  The  mhing 
veflels  like  wife  followed  their  occupation  in  the  nofporus  and  thci 
Propontisj  without  any  difturbance  from  the  MojUms  ;  fo  that 
the  city,  at  this  jun6ture,  enjoyed  a  plenty  of  every  thing  that 
was  neceflary  for  the  fupporj  of  human  life.  The  Arabs^  on 
the  other  hand,  were  fo  grievoufly  diflrefled  for  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  that  a  famine  enfued  amongft  them  ;  which  obliged 
them  to  feed  upon  horfes,  aiTes,  and  other  unclean  animals, 
that  died  of  themfelvcs ;  nay,  upon  human  excrements,  and 
even  at  laft  upon  one  another.  This  introduced  the  plague 
amongft  them,  which  fv\ept  away  an  infinite  number  of  men; 
and,  to  crown  all  their  misfortunes,  the  Bulgarians  attacked 
their  camp,  and  put  ^2,oco  of  them  to  the  fword.  How- 
ever, the  people  of  Conftantinople^  according  to  fome  of  the 
Jrab  hiftorians,  were  reduced  to  fu(!h  ftraits,  that  they  oflercd 
Mojlema  ^  large  fun>  of  money,  if  he  would  retire.  They  alfo 
intimate,  that  Leo  outwitted  Mojleina^  and  deprived  him,  by 
one  of  not  the  moft  refined  ftratagems,  both  of  his  (hips  and 
provifions.  Nctwithftanding  which,  that  general,  cxpefling 
^  reinforcement  from  Solimdny  then  at  Mar)  Dabek^  near  Kin- 
nifrin  3,nd  Jlfppo^  obftinatcly  perfifted  in  his  refolution  to  con- 
tinue the  fiege  ">.  Some 

"  Joan.  Vastus,  ubi  fup.  p.  6qS,  699,  700.    Theopham. 

Iibifup.  p.  329 J33.  CEi>KikM.  ubi  fup.  p.  451:    Al  Maki», 
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Some  authors  affirm,  that  Solimdn  began  to  build  the  citySonmanV 
of  Ram/Of  or  Rama,  in  the  98th  year  ot  the  Hejra  \  but  thi$>^«  Ayub 
runs  counter  to  what  has  been  advanced  by  £hn  ShohnahyV^ho4'f^* 
relates,  that  he  was  there  at  his  brother's  death,  as  we  have 
already  obferved.  It  feems  more  probable,  that  he  only  fortified 
this  city,  in  order  to  fecure  it  from  the  infults  of  the  ^rabs  of 
Irdiy  who  at  this  time  made  frequent  incurfions  into  PaUJiine.,   . 
However,  SoUmdn  is  faid  by  the  j/reb  writers  to  have  been  the 
firft  who  adorned  Ramla  with  a  fine  palace,  a  /lately  mofque, 
a  proper  number  of  aqneduds,  and  other  public  buildings ; 
which  might  not  improbably  have  induced  iome  to' think,  that 
he  was  the  founder  of  that  city.     This  year  died  his  fon. 
Jyuby  whom  he  had  obliged  the  Mofienu  to  acknowledge'the  - 
heir  apparent  to  the  crown  ;  after  which,  he  nominated  Omat 
Etn  yfid'alaTuz,  a  prince  of  exemplary  piety,  to  fucceed  him. .. 
But  this  laft  event  is  more  properly  to  be  ranked  amongft  the 
tranfa£ltons  of  the  following  year  0. 

The  99ih  year  of  the  Hejray  part  of  the  717th  and  718th  The  Arabs 
of  the  Chriftian  aera,  proved  very  unfuccefsful  to  xii^j\^oJ.ims,mfet  ivith 
Al  Kbaman  afcended  mount  Aufena  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  ^^^A^^C/^ 
arm/,  and  attacked  the  cave  on  the  fummit  of  that  mountain, '*«  Spain, 
ynhttt,  Pelaglus  had  pofied  himfelf  with  icoo  men,  being  the 
flower  of  his  troops  5  but  was  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  20,000  ^ ' 
meA,  according  to  fome  of  the  Spanljh  hiftorians.     This  fo 
animated  the  Chriflians  under  PelagiuSy  that  they  fallied  out  of 
the  cave,  fell  upon  the  Arabs  in  their  turn,  and  overthrew 
them   with  very  great  (laughter.     Al  Khaman  himfelf  was 
killed  in  the  adion,  and  Oppa  taken  prifoner ;  tho'  it  is  not 
certainly  known  what  afterwards  became  of  him.    As  for  the 
jlrabsy  who  efcaped  the  carnage  on  this  occaiion,  they  were 
either  obliged  to  throw  themfelves  down  headlong  from  the 
precipices  of  the  mountains,  or  fell  into  the  hands  of  the . 
ChrijUam,  who  put  them  immediately  to  the  fword.     In* the 
mean  time.  Tariff  arriving  firft  at  the  Khalifa  court,  accufed 
Mufa  of  fuch  enormous  crimes,  and  fupported  with  fuch 
convincing  proofs  his  accufation,  that  the  latter  was  not  only 
ill  received  by  Solimdn^  but  likewife  fined  by  him  in  a  very 
large  fum  of  money  y  which  fo  afFedted  him,  that  he  foon 
2|fter  pined  away  with  grief.     One  of  the  crimes  laid  to 
Jkfu/a's  charge  was,  that  he  had  fecreted  moft  of  the  riches^ 

ubi  fup.  p.  74.  Grbo.  AbvVFaila;,  ubi  fup.  p»  202,  205* 
P^Herbel.  ubi  fup.  p.  821.  .  "  Al  M AKIN,  ubi  fup  p.  74^ 

Grec.  Abu*l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  204.  D'Hsrbbl.  Biblioth.  orient. 
in  art.  Solimdn  Ben  Abdmlmaleky  p.  821  Ism.  Abulfbd.  in  Pa« 
left.  GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.,  140,  141.  Albert.  Schult.. 
iiut.  geographic,  in  vic«  Salad,  in  voc.  Ramala^ 
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ficquired  in  Spain  for  his  own  ufe,  and  referved  but  a  fmall 
part  of  them  for  the  Khali fy  upon  which,  he  was  not  only  de* 
prived  of  the  honourable  poft  to  which  he  had  been  advanced, 
but  likewife  obliged  him  to  pay  down  2,000,000  dirbim* 
And  becaufe  /yub^  of  whom  we  have  fppken  above,  was  re* 
lated  to  Jid&faj  the  Khallf  recalled  him  from  Spain^  and  fub- 
ilituted  /lahor^  or  Alabbr^  Ebn  Abialrahmm  in  his  room.  -All 
Vrhich  events  are  placed  by  the  Spanijh  writers  in  the  97th  year 
of  the  Hejra  \  whereas,  in  truth  and  reality,  they  happened  in 
the  99th  of  that  aera ;  and  confequently  in  the  Khalifat  of  &- 
^man^  and  not  of  AlfValidj  as  thofe  writers  pretend.  JkbtTi 
upon  his  arrival  in  Spain^  being  informed  of  the  terrible  ha- 
Vock  made  amongft  tne  Arab  troops  by  Pelagius^  imputed  thil 
to  the  treachery  of  Julian^  and  the  fons  of  Viti%a ;  whofe 
effeds  he  therefore  confifcated,  and  afterwards  put  them  all 
tKree  to  death.  Others,  however,  affirm,  that  thofe  traitors 
met  with  this  fate  before  Mufa^t  departure  out  of  Spain,  & 
that  as  it  will,  the  Mojkm  throne  was  occupied  by  SoUmin^ 
the  brother  of  Al  fValid^  the  97th5  98th,  and  part  of  the  99dJ, 
years  of  the  Hejra^  as  we  certainly  learn  from  the  beft  of  riw 
Arab  hiflorians  <». 
MoHema.  The'  Khalifs  forces  before  Conjlantinople  having  been  ib 
raifes  the  weakened  by  ficknefs,  defertion,  the  attack  of  the  Bulgariarn^ 
jUgeof  the  various  affaults  they  had  made,  and  the  fallies  of  the 
Conilan-  garifon,  that  they  defpaired  of  taking  the  city  either  by  ftorm 
tinoplc,  or  capitulation ;  Mofkma^  the  Arab  general,  found  hitofdf 
$indreturnszt  laft  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege.  The  army,  therefore,  by 
homM.  his  order,  decamped,  and  returned  into  the  Lefjiir  AJia^  in 
the  99th  year  of  the  Hejray  after  having  fuftained  aa  in* 
credible  I06.  The  foldiers,  for  a  confiderable  time,  weit 
forced  to  live  upon  hides,  the  roots  and  leaves  of  trees^ 
the  moft  noifome  animals,  their  own  excrements,  and  even 
fome  of  their  own  dead  bodies,  as  has  been  already  oUerved, 
before  they  abandoned  the  enterprise  in  which  they  had  been 
fo  long  imbarked.  Theopbanes  and  Cedrenus  relate,  that  dii 
Arab  fleet,  with  the  ihattered  remains  of  the  land-forces  on 
board,  fet  fail  for  the  coaft  of  AJia^  on  the  15th  of  A^gufi^  the 
prefent  year;  and  that,  on  this  very  day,  that  fleet  was  almoft 
..totally  deftroyed  by  a  dreadful  ftorm  of  thunder,  lightning,  and 
bail,  and  the  artificial  fire  of  the  Greeksy  ten  fhips  only  efeip- 
ing  the  common  deftrudion :  in  which,  however,  thofe  writets 
0re  not  fupported  by  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  any  Mofm 
hiftorian,    The  calamitiea  fuffered  by  the  inhabitants  during 

*  RoDERic.  ToLETiiN.  hiilor«  Arab.  ex.  Rases,  Isjdoi. 
Racens.  Joankes  VAS^uSyubi  fup.  p.  700,  701.  AlMakim. 
Greg.  Abu^l-Faraj,  ct  Eutych.  ubi  fcip.  Ism.  Abulfeo.  in 
bifi,  uoiv,  E9N  $iiouMAH>  Attt.  L($  TAKiKH,  Khqnpcmjr^&c. 
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the  fiege,  which  contimiedt  aecording  to  ibme,  tbirte«|i 
months,  or,  as  others  will  hive  it,  two  yean,-  or,  laftly,  if 
we  will  believe  AhuU-Farajj  two  years  and  an  half,  are  not 
to  be  described  ;  30,000  of  them  having  p^iflied  with  hun- 
ger, and  the  like  number  been  fwept  away  by  the  plague.  As 
lor  the  Jrab  troops,  fcarce  any  of  them  returned  home,  tho' 
the  general  himfelf  fecms  to  have  arrived  fafe  at  the  ,MoJkm 
court ;  fo  that  the  Khal^mntt  have  loft  near  120,000  men  in 
this  firtal  expedition  ^. 

Xif  £  fame  year,  SoSm^n  Ebn  Abfalmeiecy  emperor  of  the  Solinln^ 

fiiithful,  on  the  21ft  day  of  the  month  Safety  departed  this  ^^th  and 

life  at  Marj  Dabek^  in  the  diftrid  of  Kinni/riffj  to  the  inex-  ^baraair. 

preffible  regret  of  his  fubje£b.    He  had  fo  indeared  himfelf  to 

them,  by  relealii^  from  thehr  confinement  all  the  prifoners  in 

his  dominions,  and  other  ads  of  clemency,  that  they  gave 

him  the  fumame  oiMefiah  Al  Khair^  or  the  key  of  gpodmfsi 

by  which  it  plainly  ap^ared  what  a  high  regard  they  had  for 

him.     When  he  wils  on  his  death-bed,  he  fent  fovRajay  his 

H^g!zir^  or  Vifiry  and  ordered  him  to  write  down  on  a  piece 

of  paper,  that  he  had  nominated  Oihar  Ebn  Abdalaziz^  his 

coufin-german,  to  fucceed  him,  on  condition,  nevertheleis^ 

that  Tmd  Ebn  Ab^almakc^  his  brother,  fliould,  after  that 

prince's  deceaPe,  be  called  to  the  fucceifion.     l^his  writing 

having  been  iigned  and  fealed  in  form,  Raja^  by  his  com^ 

mand,  aflfembled  all  the  nobles  and  grandees  of  his  court,  and 

made  them  take  an  oath  to  recognise  the  authority  of  the  per-  ^ 

taa  named  X&i///' therein  after  his  death.     The  MoJUm  lords 

then,  in  purfaance  of  another  order,  came  all  to  Solimatfg 

hed's  head,  and  confirmed  in  his  prefence,  by  word  of 'mouth, 

what  they  had  before  obliged  themiblves  by  their  own  hand* 

writing,  as  well  as  by  oath,  to  perform.     Omar  Ebn  AbiaU 

^neras,  one  of  them,  foon  after  meeting  Raja^  defired  him  to 

inform  him  who  the  iT^tf/z/'defigned  for  his  fucceflbr ;  telling 

htm  he  might  fafely  do  this,  as  he  knew  himfelf  to  be  excluded. 

froai  the  ^cceffion,  as  he  was  perfedly  eafy  in  that  matter, 

and  as  he  fhould  fincerely  congratulate  the  new  Khtf^  upon 

his  nomination.     3ut  Rajoy  being  a  man  of  great  prudence 

and  difcretion,  begged  to  be  exculed  from  revealing  that  fe* 

cret,  reaflembled  the  noblefle,  as  foon  as  the  breath  was  out 

of  Salimoi's  body,  and  made  them  all,  without  exception,  re* 

the  oath  they  had  formerly  taken  :  after  the  conclufion  of 

ceremony,  he  opeifed  the  paper  wherein  the  fucceflbr's 

naune  was  written,  by  SeUman^  order,  and  immediately  pro** 

V  Thbophan.  obi  fop.  p.  334.  Georq.  Cbdrev.  ubifup.  pt 
4ei»  452.  Greg.  AbvVFaraj«  ubi  fup.  p.  204.  Ebn  Amid, 
IL^oHpBisia.    VidcetiajoP^H^RBBt.  ttoif^p. 
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claimed  Omar  Ebn  Abdala^%  emperor  of  tbe  faithftiL    So£- 
man  was  forty-five,  or,  as  others  fay,  thirty-nine,  yean  old  at 
the  time  of  his  death,    and  reigned  two  years  and  ei^t 
months,  wanting  only  five  dajrs.     As  to  his  perfon,  he  was 
tall,  of  a  fair  complexion,  had  a  blsick  beard,  and  feemedto 
tread  upon  his  heels.     With  regard  to  his  difpofition,  be  was 
inild  and  merciful,  as  appears  from  what  has  been  already  ob- 
ierved  of  him,  and  a  great  lover  of  women.    He  died,  ac* 
cording  to  fome,  of  a  pain  in  his  fide,  or,  as  others  will  have 
it,  of  an  indigeftion.    Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  if  what 
fome  of  the  Arab  writers  relate  of  him  be  true,  vi%.  thathd 
could  eat  three  lambs  roafled  for  breakfaft,  and  afterwards 
dine  very  heaitily  in  public;  or  if,^  according  to  others,  he 
ufed  to  devour  no  lefs  than  an  hundred  pounds  weight  d 
meat  every  day.     However,  an  hiftorian,  followed  by  Al 
Makin^  feems  to  intimate,  that  he  loft  his  life  by  drinking  a 
draught  of  milk,  into  which  fome  poifon  had  been  infiifed, 
given  him  by  an  Arab^  fent  by  his  brother  YmdoutoiPa" 
ie/iine  for  that  purpofe.     Which,  if  it  be  true,  feems  to  im- 
ply, that  this  prince  knew,  or  at  lead  fufpeded,^and  was  dif- 
pleafed  with,  SoUman^s  n^anner  of  fettling  the  fucceiCon ;  a$ 
taking  himfelf  to  have  an  inconteftable  right  to  the  Kbalijai^ 
after  his  brother's  deceafe.  W  e  are  told  by  fome  of  the  eaftcra 
hiftorians,  that  "Jaafar  Al  Bormekiy  one  of  Soliman^s  principal 
*        f:ounfellors,  advifed  him  to  coin  money  of  a  better  ^llay,  and 
a  higher  fiandard,  than  that  ftruck  in  the  reign  of  his  father 
Abd'almaUc ;  fo  that  the  finer  gold  and  filver  money,  ever  cur- 
rent amongft  the  Mojlems  after  this  event,  from  this  Jaafar 
received  the  name  of  Jaafarian.    In  confirmation  of  which 
article,  it  ihay  be  obierved,  that  the  writer  of  this  hiflory 
has  a  dirbimy  confiding  of  filver,  fufiiciently  fine,  Rrock  at 
Cufa  in  the  134th  year  of  the  Hejra^  being  the  3d  oi  Ahiil 
Abbas  Al  Saffahy  the  firft  Khallfoi  the  hpufe  oiAl  Aftb^,  of 
which  we  iball  give  our  readers  hereafter  a  more  particular 
account.     That  article  will,  however,  perhaps,  render  fuf- 
picious  the  antiquity  of  the  dirhem  above-mentioned,  bdongr 
K  ing  to  the  univerfity  of  OxfQrd^  fuppofed  to  have  been  coined 

at  JVafet  upon  the  Tigris  about  nine  or  ten  years  before  the 
elevation  of  Selimdn  to  the  Mojkm  throne  (th^t  alfo  exhibits 
another  mark  of  a  later  date)  the.  filver  of  which  is  likewife 
fufficiently  fine  9* 

^  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  74,  75.  Greg.  Astj'L-FAitAj,  nH 
fup.  EuTTCH.  ubi  fop.  p.  378,379.  Theophan.  et  Cedri*. 
ubi  fup.  Khondemfr,  Al  Zamakhshar.  Ism.  Abulfed.  obi 
ibp.  Vide  etiam  D'Herbel.  ubi  fop.  et  alib.  &  Costard'* 
two  diflertations  on  the  fignifica  ion  of  the  words  Kcfitab  vA. 
Htrmes,  p.  33,  34,  35.  Oxford,  1750.  '      «, 
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Tbs  Arab  writers  inform  us,   that  SoUman  bad  mwxj  Some  cihtr 
wives ;  and  that  one  of  thefe  predi£led  his  death  not  long  be-  purticu* 
foie  it  happened.     Te:dd  Ebn  MohalUb^  Ahialavdz.  Ebn  Allorsreha^ 
Haretb  Ebn  Jl  Hakim^  and  Fadl  Ebn  Moballeb^  fervid  that  '»f  tobiwu 
prince  in  the  capacity  of  fecretaries  of  ftate  \  AffihammidEbm 
Haram  in  that  of  Kadi^  or  judge  ;  Caab  Ebn  Khaled  Al  Abaji 
in  that  of  captain  of  the   guards;  and  4^u  Obeidah^   his 
freed -man,  in  that  of  chamberlain.     The  iirft  day  of  his 
Khalifat  was  Sunday^  and  the  laft  Friday.     His  fucceilbr^ 
Omar  Ebn  Abd^alaziZy  faid  the  funeral  prayers  over  him,  ^ 
the  time  of  his  interment.     The  infcription  of  his  feal  was, 
I  btlitue  in  GoD  our  Saviour.     Many  particulars  relating  to 
him  may  be  met  with  in  the  Perftan  writers,  that  have  beea* 
wholly  omitted  by  all  tbq  Arab  hillorians  r« 

SECT.     XIV. 

7  N  obedience  to  Soliman's  will,  Omar  Ebn  Abd*alaziz  was  He  u/me^ 
'^  proclaimed  Khallf  the  day  on  which  his  predeceilbr  died,'^^^^^^^^^ 
that  is,  the  20th,  or  21ft,  of  the  month  Safar^  in  the  99th  Omar 
year  of  the  Hcjra<,  anfwering  to  the  month  of  February^  in  the.^bn  Ab- 
year  of  Christ  718.  The  Greek  writers  likewife  make  this  d'alazia. 
event  to  have  happened  about  the  fame  time ;  fo  that  their  au^, 
tbority,  in  the  prefect  cafe,  fupports  the  concurrent  teftimonj 
of  AlMakiny  Abu  Jaafar  AJTabariy  Abulfeda^  Abul-Farajy  Ebn 
4rrabehy  Eutychius^  and  all  the  other  \>dk.Arab  hiftorians.  His 
mother  Qnim  Afem  was  the  daughter  of  As^  the  Ton  of  the  Khaltf. 
Omar.  He  fuppreflcd  the  folemn  maledidion  pronounced  by 
the  Khalifs  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah^  after  the  conclufion  of 
divine  fervice,  from  the  acceilion  oi  Moawiyab  I.  to  the  deatK 
of  Soliman^  againft  the  name  of  AUj  and  that  of  all  his  fa- 
mily ;  evfry  member  of  which  was  curfed  and  excommuni- 
cated, during  that  interval,  in  all  the  mpfques  throughout  the. 
empire.  Omar^  according  to  Abi^UFi^rau  made  a  fpeech  to 
the  people  from  the  "pulpit,  which  he  afcenaed  immediately 
after  his  inauguration,  on  this  occafion  \  wherein  he  endea- 
voured to  infpire  them  with  fentiments  of  piety  and  modera* 
tion;  telling  them,  that  he  bore  not  the  leafl  ill-will  to  any 
J^ojlem  9  and  that  the  wicked  only  had  reafon  to  be  apprehen- 
five  of  meeting  with  any  feverity  frpm  him.  After  which, 
he  gave  the  robe  he  had  on  to  the  poor,  and  came  down  from 
the  pulpit.  But  the  abolition  of  this  cuftom,  however  right 
m  itfelr,  by  no  means  pleafed  many  of  his  fubjef^s;  who, 
after  the  difmiffion  of  the  aflembly,  cried  out,  l^he  law  is  ne^ 

'  Al  Maicin^  ubi  fup.  p.  75,    Eutych.  ubi  fup.  Aut.  Leb      ' 
Takikh^  )^uoj9D£miRs  &9.  D^Herbel.  ii^fup..etali!;>* 
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^Beii  the  law  isnegU&edl     He  likewife  caitfed  fruits  of 
varioitt  kinds  to  be  difthbuted  amongft  his  fervants,  being 
afraid  of  an  af&ffination.    We  are  told  by  KbgnJemir,  tbat» 
•    as  foon  as  Omar  was  faluted  Khalifa  the  moft  beautiful  and 
fineft  horfes  were  brought  him  out  of  his  predeceflbr*s  ftables; 
all  which  he  refufed  ;  and  that»  moanting  the'borfe  he  ulually 
rode  upon,  when  a  private  peribn,  he  went  diredly  to  his  own 
houfe ;  being  unwilling  to  incommbde)  in  any  refpe^  the 
laft  Khalifa  family,  which  then  reitded  in  the  palace.     Nor 
could  he,  according  to  that  author,  be  prevailed  upon  to  take 
po(kffion  of  any  of  the  apartments  affigned  him  as  Kba^j 
till  S^Hman's  domefttcs  and  relations,  fliamed  by  his  fupcrior 
inodefty,  had  withdrawn  themfelves  from  thence.     However, 
notwithftanding  his  virtuous  difpoiition,  if  we  will  bcKeve  the 
Greii  hiftorlans,  he  perfecuted  the  Chrifiians  this  and  the  fol* 
lowing  year ;  putting  to  death  thofe  who  perfifted  in  the  pro* 
feffion  of  their  religion,  and  remitting  iht  tribute  of  thofe 
who  became  converts  to  Mohammedym*    He  isalfofaid  to 
have  written,  about  the  fame  time,  a  letter  to  the  emperor 
LeCf  containing  an  expofition  of  his  faith,  in  order  to  make 
a  profelyte  of  that  prince.    About  this  time,  that  is,  the 
100th  year  of  the  Hejra^  jtlabor^^  or ^  as  Roderic  of  leled§ 
tads  him,  JlaboTj  fent  a  body  of  troops  to  ravage  GaBta 
Jfarbonenjisy  and  the  hither  part  of  Spairiy  into  which  gteat 
numbers  of  the  Chrifiians  had  retired,  where  they  committed 
dreadful  devaftations ;  and,  according  to  the  lau-mentioned 
author,  impofed  an  annual  tribute  upon  thofe  provinces,  as 
well  as  fome  other  parts  of  Spain  that  had  not  yet  been  plun* 
dered  by  the  Arabs.   Alahor  alfo  treated  with  extreme  feverity 
the  Cbriftfans  fettled  at  Cordubay  and  even  the  MoJUms  diem* 
felves  tbat  firft  came  into  Spain ;  whom  he  oppr^ed  with  fa- 
mine, impriibned,  and  put  to  various  kinds  of  tortures,  to 
compel  them  to  difcover  the  treafures  they  were  fuppofed  to 
have  concealed.    Abd'alaziz,  the  Ion  of  Aiija^  who  married 
JRffderic^s  widow,  and  fi^ed  his  reiidence  at  SiviHi^  is  alio  (aid 
to  have  been  aflaffinated  this  year.    It  is  likewife  intimated  by 
ibme  of  the  Sparujh  hiftorians,  that,  before  the  condufion  of 
it,  there  happened  a  very  remarkable  fohir  eclipfe,  which  con- 
tinued three  hours,  and  was  vifible  all  over  Spain ;  during  a 
confideral>Ie  part  of  which,  the  ftars,  as  in  the  night,  very 
clearly  appeared  ■•  Tho* 

*  Thsophah.  abi  fttp.  p.  334.  Cidrbn.  ubl  fop.  p.  452.  Abu 
JAArAR  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makik,  >ihi  fup.  p.  75.  76.  Grec. 
Abu^l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  204.  Is^.  Abulfed.  in  hift.  aniv« 
Ebn  Arraheb,  apad  Jof.  Sin.  AfTemao.  ubi  fup.  p.  10;.  otet 
ipfe  Jos.  Sim.  Assemak.  ibid.  Euttcm.  ubi  fup.  p.  378,  379. 
P'Ii(&9«(..  BJbliotb*  orient,  in  art.  Qmar  Ben'AbfaUv^i^  p.  689. 
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Tho'  Omar  did  not  diftingui(h  himfelf  in  a  military  capa*  fFbo  dif- 
city,  he  dtfoovered  a  moft  humane  and  benevolent  difpofition,  cohered  om 
and  a  remarkable  afFe6iion  for  the  houfe  of  Alij  an  kver si  oc*  J^'vera/  oc* 
cations.     The  fuppreffion  of  the  folemn  maledidion  above-  f^fi^*  ^ 
mentioficd  was  the  firft  inconteftable  proof  of  this.     Thc^**'*'^ 
principal  circumftances  preparatory  to,  and  attending,  that-^^*!*^ 
unexpeded  event,  have  been  related  in  the  following  manner  ^'^f""* 
by  Kbondemir^i  the  Perfian  hiftorian.     Omar,  having  fomc^ 
converfation  with  a  Jew,  faid  to  him,  amongft  other  things, 
jf/k  of  me  one  day  or  other  in  public  my  daughter  in  marriage. 
This  the  Jev)  did,  and  was  anfwered  by  the  Khalif,  How  can 
fucb  a  thing  be,  ftnce  you  and  I  are  of  different  religions.     To 
this  the  Jew  replied,  Did  not  Mohammed  give  his  daughter 
in  marriage  to  Ali  ?     The  cofe  there,  faid  Omar,  was  quite  dif- 
ferent :  for  Ali  was  a  Moflem,  and  has  been  the  commander  of 
the  faithful.     Why  then,  returned  the  few^  do  you  curfe  him 
fuhlickly  in  your  mofques  ?     Upon  which,  the  KhaUf,  turning 
his  face  towards  the  principal  of  his  courtiers  then  prefent, 
faid  to  them,  Anfwer  this  Jtw.  But  finding  them  greatly  em- 
bairafied,  and  that  they  had  no  anfwer  to  make,  he  declared, 
that,  for  the  future,  that  maledidion  fhould  be  fupprefled; 
and  that,  in  the  room  of  it,  there  fhould  be  pronounced  the 
following  verfe  of  the  Koran :  *'  Forgive  us,  Lord,  our  fins  5 
^  pardon  likewife  ali  our  brethren,  who  make  profeffion  of 
"•*  the  fame  faith  that  we  do  ourfclvcs."    £bn  Shohnah  re- 
l)ates,  that  the  verfe  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  the  maledidton  , 
was,  *'  God  commands  us  to  obfcrve  jufticc,  and  do  good/' 
Which  formula,  however,  according  to  that  author,  did  not 
folly  take  place  before  the  looth  year  of  the  Hqra.     That 
year  likewife  Omar  conftituted  Jyub  Ebn  Serjabil  governor  of 
Bgypt.     This  KhaUf?\h,  about  the  fame  time,  as  a  mark  of 
his  regard  for  the  race  of  M,  ordered  reftitution  to  be  made 
to  his  defcendents  of  the  territory  of  Fida^,  given  Ali  by  Mo* 
hammed^  when  he  beftowed  his  daughter  upon  him  in  mar* 
liagc;  and  appointed  a  particular  receiver  to  colled  the  reve- 
nues 6i  that  diftrid,  and  diftribute  them  amongft  thofe  that 
deduced  their  origin  from  the  children  Ali  had  hy  Fdtemay 
from  time  to  time,  by  equal  portions.  'Tis  no  wonder,  there* 
ibre,  that  many  of  the  Moflems,  ^at  this  jundlure,  fhould  have 
declared  openly,  that  the  houfe  oiAlAbb&%  had  more  right  to  the 
JCbaiifat  than  that  of  Ommiyah  $  as  being  defcended  in  a  dire£t 
line  from  Abdfilmofalleb,  the  grandfather  of  Mohammed,  as  well 
as  that  of ^//  himfelf,  which  had  no  other  advantage  over  them, 
than  that  their  great  progenitor  had  efpoufed  Fatema,  the  daugh^ 
of  the  prophet.    For,  that  the  fubjedts  of  the  Moflem  em« 
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plie  began  adualiy  to  talk  after  this  manner,  in  the  looth 
year  of  the  Hejra^  we  learn  from  foo^  of  the  beft  oiicntal 
biftorlans  ^ 
Omar  Th^  following  year,  being  the  loift  year  of  the  Hejra^ 

Ebn  Ab-  and  commencing  yuly  24th,  719,  one  Shuxib  having  revolted  ' 
d*aia^iz  /  againfi  Omar^  under  divers  religious  pretexts,  the  KhallfvuToie 
d$atb.  ^Q  \{\mj  that,  if  his  intention  was  only  to  reform  religion  and 
the  ftate,  whofe  interefts  he  took  to  be  infeparable,  he  might 
come  to  court,  where  they  would,  concert  together  the  moft 
proper  meafures  for  fettling  all  points  according  to  his  defire.' 
Soon  after  Sb4zib  received  the  KBalifs  letter,  he  fent  two 
deputies  to  reprefent  to  him,  that  he  had  no  fubjedl  of  com*  - 
plaint  againfi  his  perfon,  as  he  could  not  but  acknowledge' 
him  to  be  a  very  juft  and  equitable  prince ;  but  that  fince,  by 
his  own  conduct,  he  had  vifibly  condemned  that  of  the  Khalifs 
of  hishoufe  and  family,  he  ought  to  caufe  them  to  be  curfed  pub- ' 
lickly  in  the  mofques,  as  they  had  done  to  AU  and  his  pofteiity, 
during  their  refpedive  reigns.  The  deputies  having  executed 
their  matter's  orders,  Omar  anfwered  them  in  the  foUowing 
terms :  ^^  As  what  you  require  of  me  relates  to  another  world, 
**  and  not  to  this,  I  ihould  think  myfelf  guilty  of  a  very 
^*  great  fin,  if  I  complied  with  your  requeft*  For,  we  do 
^*  not  findj  that  God  has  commanded  his  prophet  to  curie 
^'  any  one  \  nor  are  we  authorized  by  his  word  to  treat  a  per-' 
^^  fon  in  that  manner,  on  account  of  his  wicked  life  ;  fincc 
*^  Pharaoh  himfelf,  who,  with  fo  much  impudence  arrogated 
^*  to  himfelf  divine  honours,  was  never  formally  curfed  for  his 
<<  enormous  crimes.  Much  lefs  can  I  order  a  folemn  male- 
^'  di^ion  to  be  publickly  pronounced  againft  the  houfe  of  O199- 
<<  miyahy  my  relations,  who  pray  conftantly  at  the  ufual  times» 
^<  obferve  the  ftated  fafts,  and  perform  all  the  other  religious 
*'  duties  of  the  Mojlems**  The  deputies,  not  being  able  to 
make  any  reply  to  fo  obvious  a  truth,  opened  to  him  another 
of  their  griefs,  and  faid,  <^  But,  Sir,  ought  fo  juft  and  equi- 
^<  table  a  ptince,  as  your  majefty  is,  to  leave  his  crown  to  an 
'  **=  impious  and  abandoned  fucceflbr  ?"  The  Khalif  told  them, 
that  fuch  a  cafe  as  this  might  poflibly  happen,  and  perhaps 
not;  and  that  therefore  they  ought  to  leave  to  Providence  the 
difpofal  of  future  events.  To  which  they  ipftanOy  replied, 
that  "  they  knew  T^zid  Ehn  Abdalmalecy  who  had  been  de^ 
^^  clared  his  fucceflbr,  to  be  poflefled  of  all  the  bad  qualities 
<*  that  could  be  inherent  in  the  moft  flagitious  prince."  At 
thefe  words,  Omar  could  not  forbear  fliedding  tears,  and  de-« 

■  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  et  Greg.  Abu*l« 
Faraj,  ubi  fup.  Khond£mir>  Ebn  Shohnah,  Ism.  Abulf£d« 
ubi  fup. 
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iiird  three  days  time  to  tbin|^  of  a  proper  anfwer  to  ivhat  on 
this  occailon  they  had  fuggefted  to  him.  The  members  of 
the  houfe  of  Ommiyab,  having  been  apprized  of  the  particu* 
lars  of  this  conferelkre  benveen  Omar  and  SbiztVs  deputies, 
were  afraid  left  the  KhaKfiho\M  change  the  order  of  fuccef- 
iion,  and  transfer  the  Khalifat  t6  another  family.  For  this 
reafon,  they  refolved  to  difpatch  him  ;  and  therefore  bribed  a 
flave  Cb  poifon  him ;  which  villainous  defign  was  carried  into 
execution  this  prefent  year.  He  died  the  25th  of  Rajib^  after 
a  fliort  reign  of  two  years  five  months  and  fourteen  days,  be- 
ing then  either  33,  37,  39,  or  40,  years  of  age,  and  yi^as  in-* 
terred  in  the  monaftery  of  St,  Simeon^  fituated  near  the  little 
town  of  Mabarat^  one  of  the  dependencies  of  Hems  \  tho'  bia 
fepulchre  was  in  the  monaftery  of  Tbe  Cow  at  MaarraNoomani^ 
according  to  the  common  opinion.  We  muft  here  beg  leave 
to  inform  our  readers,  that  Maarra  Noomaniy  or  Maarra  Al 
Nooman^  was  a  very  large  city  of  Syria^  between  Hamath  and 
jfleppo^  in  the  province  oiHemSy  that  derived  its  name  from  Al 
Nooman  EbnBaJhirAlSababi^zvA  had  annexed  to  it  a  territory  of 
a  very  conilderable  extent.  This  diftri£l  abounded  with  olives^ 
figs,  piftachos,  and  various  other  kinds  of  fruits.  It  ftood  near 
the  river  Kowaik^  that  walhes  the  fuburbs  of  Aleppo ;  and  a 
little  to  the  fouth  of  it  there  was  formerly  a  fepulchre,  in  which 
fome  of  the  Syrian  Arabs  ridiculoufly  imagined  the  remains  of 
Jojhua^  the  fon  o'iNuriy  to  have  been  depofited ;  which  might 
poifibly  have  occafioned  the  vulgar  error  mentioned  by  AlMa- 
kin^  relating  to  the  fituation  of  the  KbalifOmar  Ebn  Abd^aU 
axiz's  tomb.  But,  for  a  particular  defcription  of  Maarra 
Al  Noomatiy  or  Marra  Noomaniy  and  its  territory,  we  muft  refer 
our  curious  readers  to  the  oriental  geographers,  who,  in  this 
point,  will  give  them  fuU  and  ample  fatisfaftion'u. 

The  Cbrifttans  of  Damafcus  being  perfeSly  well  acquainted  ^ 4^«/f 
with  the  mild  and  equitable  dlfpofition  of  this  Khalifa  com-  beMveem 
plained  to  him  of  the  violence  offered  them  by  his  predeceflbr'^'  Chrl- 
jC  Pf^ajidy  when  he  took  from  them  by  force  the  church  of  St.  ^^aw  «»<^ 
yohn  in  that  city  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  fhewed  him  the  in-  Mofl«n« 
thument  figned  by  Kklled  Ebn  Al  Walidy  when  Damafcus  was^'  P^" 
taken  ;  by  which  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  the  • 

pofleifion  of  all  their  churches,  was  to  be  effcftually  fecurcd  to 
them  and  their  pofterity.  They,  therefore,  humbly  petitioned 
Omar  Ebn  Abd'alaziz^  that  the  faid  church  of  St,  John  might, 

«  D*Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  in  art.  Omar  Ben  Abd*alaziz,  p. 
689,  690.  Abu  Jaapar  Al  Tabari,  Al  Makin,  Eutych. 
Ism.  Abulfed.  et  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  Abvlfed.  in 
9yr.  GoLit  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  276.  Alb.  Schult.  ind.  geo- 
graph,  in  vit.  Salad,  in  voc.  Maara.  Lugd.  Batavor.  1732. 
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in  Gonieauence  of  that  writing,  be  then  reflored  to  them. 
But  the  khalif,  apprehending  that  fuch  a  reftitution  might 
excite  commotions  amongft  the  Mojlemsy  begged,  that,  in 
lieu  of  their  church,  they  would  accept  of  the  fum  of  money 
that  had  been  offered  them  by  Jl  IValid  on  tht  fame  occafion^ 
tiamcly,  40)OCO  dinar Sy  and  with  it  build  a.  new  church  in 
Ibme  other  part  of  the  town.     The  Cbrifitans  abfolutely  re* 
fufing  this,  they  were  told  by  Abu  Edris  Al  Hohudnij  that^ 
by  virtue  of  the  inftrument  mentioned,  they  were,  indeed,  in* 
tituled  to  the  pofleffion  of  all  their  churches  in  that  part  of 
the  city,  which  was  taken  by  capitulation  ;  but  that  all  thofr 
in  the  other  part,  which  was  carried  by  ftorm,  by  right  of  con^ 
Queft,  belonged  to  the  Mojlems.    In  order,  therefore,  to  letile 
this  affair  to  the  fatisfadion  of  both  parties,  he  propofed, 
that  the  church  of  St,  John^  which  the  KhalifYi^A  ordered  to 
be  reftored  to  them,  upon  their  refufal  of  the  money  ofiered^ 
(hould  be  ceded  by  the  Chrijiians  to  the  Mo/Iems ;  and  that. 
upon  this  condition,  the  former  fhould  remain  in  pofleffion  or 
all  the  churches  in  that  part  of  the  town,  and  the  territocy  \ 
belonging  to  it,  laid  claim  to  by  the  latter.     This,  after  mu<^  ' 
wrangling  and  altercation,  was  agreed  to  on  both  fides,  and 
confirmed  by  Omar^  who  wrote  out  an  inflrument,  or  lche> 
dule,  with  bis  own  hand,  to  prevent  any  future  incroacln 
ments.     But,  notwithflanding  the  uprightnefs  and  integ;rityo^  ; 
the  Khalifa  this  mufl  be  allowed  to  have  been  an  iniquitov  i 
decifion.    For,  as  KhaUdEbn  Al  tVaUdy  who  took  one  pait 
of  Damafcus  fword  in  hand,  granted  by  the  aforefaid  fche- 
dule,  that  he  figned,  and  which  was  the  refult  of  the  KbaUp%\ 
own  particular  decifion,  the  pofTeiHon  of  all  the  churches  ia  j 
that  quarter  to  the  Chrijiians^  and  their  pofterity,  through^ 
every  future  period  of  time  ;  fo  the  validity  of  this  ichedule'i 
ought  not  to  have  been  denied,  nor  even  called  in  queflion  by'  I 
any  fucceeding  Khalifa  or  Mojlem  power,  whatfoever  ^.  I 

Wshiha-       We  are  told  by  Mohammed  Ebn  Emir  Khoandjhaby  tfaat'j 
,  %rioMr  in    when  the  poifon  taken  by  Omar  began  to  operate  upon  him^ 
hii  iaft      and  he  was  very  ill  in  bed,  his  friends  reprefented  to  him,  thaf^ 
fohifs.     he  ought  to  make  ufe  of  fome  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  his  J 
health.     But  he  told  them,  that  he  was  fo  perfe^y  refigned  t^^ 
the  will  of  God,  and  fo  firmly  perfuaded  of  the  fatal  and 
evitable  term  of  human  life,  that  he  would  not  fo  much 
rub  the  tip  of  his  ear  with  a  little  oil,  in  order  to  be  cured  of<! 
his  prcfent  indifpofition.     The  fame  author  adds,  that  he  was  * 
fo  extremely  frugal,  that  he  took  no  more  than  two  dinars  a 
day  oat  of  the  royal  trcafury,  for  the  fubfiilehce  of  " " 


"^  AlMakim,  p.  77.    EuTTCH.  ubifup.  p.  378—383.    Ai  . 
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and  bis  domeftics ;  that  he  never  wore  any  rich  or  fumptuous 
apparel ;  and  that  his  Divan  was  generally  held  in  a  place  but 
Ittie  illuminated^  where  he  fat  always  upon  the  ground  ^ 

As  a  farther  inftance  of  this  Khalif%  great  humility,  it  has  A  further 
been  obferved  by  AMI  Farajy  that  when  he  was  viiitcd  by  iftftana  tf 
MoJIema  Ebn  Abd'almdUc^  in  his  laft  iicknefs,  he  lay  upon'  ^^'' ST^ 
bed  made  of  palm-tree  leaves,  fupported  by  a  pillow  formed  ^*^^ 
of  bea/b  (kins,  and  covered  with  a  common  ordinary  gar-  *'*^;;;   * 
meht.    His  lips  appeared  flaccid  and  of  a  livid  colour,  and^  '^* 
he  had  on  a  dirty  fliirt.    Mojlema  could  not  forbear  blaming 
Itts  fifter  F&tima^  who  was  Omar's  wife,  for  fufiering  the  em- 
peror of  the  faithful  to  be  exhibited  to  any  pcrfon's  view  in 
£>  mean  and  fordid  a  condition.     But,  in  order  to  juflify  her 
own  conduA  on  this  occaiion,  ihe  afiured  MoJUma^  diat  the 
EbaEf  had  never  another  fhirt  to  put  on ;  which,  after  thanks . 
ted  been  returned  to  God,  for  enduing  fo  great  a  prince 
widi  ftxrh  a  meek  and  humble  difpofition,  drew  tears  from 
dnt  general.    This  writer  has  farther  remarked,  that  the  daily 
ttxpence  of  Omar  Ebn  Ab^alaziz  did  not  amount  to  above 
two  dirbemsT. 

.  One  of  the  principal  Mojlem  dodors,  named  Moj^Jhutty  Maj&- 
falling  into  a  trance,  and  being  looked  upon  as  dead  by  all  the  AitinV  vl- 
people  about  him,  was  accofted  by  an  angel,  that  carried  his/<^*« 
foul  to  the  gate  of  the  iirfl  heaven ;  which  was  immediately 
eipenad  to  them.  From  thence  they  continued  their  journey 
to  the  feventh  heaven,  vrhtxt  Mohammed  is  fuppofed  to  rcfide* 
lUpon  their  entrance,  the  angel,  that  conduced  MajltJhurCx 
SmiI  thither,  being  alked  who  he  had  brought  with  him  ?  an-* 
iweredy  Majijbwu  He  is  not^  faid  another  angel,  to  be 
eubmtted  into  this  place^  before  the  expiration  of  a  certain  period 
^  time.  The  Mojlem  dodor,  therefore,  was  reconduded  to 
jdse  planet  from  whence  he  came  by  his  celeftial  guide.  How- 
ever,  Aiaptjbun  informed  his  friends  (for  he  himfelf,  it 
CBems,  publiihed  this  account  of  his  pretended  vifton)  that  he 
kad  a.  tranfient  view  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  feventh  heaven* 
pod  particularly  of  Mohammed^  who  had  on  each  fide  of  him 
Jihu  Beer  and  Omar^  and  held  Omar  Ebn  Abdalaziz  in  his 
jbolbin,  and^  between  his  arms.  Majijhuny  being  furprized 
fliat  the  latter  (hould  have  a  more  honourable  iituation  affign^d 
^ttm  in  heaven  than  the  former,  afked  the  reafon  of  this,  and 
iBQceived  for  anfwer,  that  Abu  Beer  and  Omar  had  been  emi- 
for  their  juflice  and  good  works  at  a  time  when  the  Mof- 
were  diflinguifhed  by  their  piety  and  zeal  for  the  true  re- 
Ugfon  I  but  that  Omar  Ebn  Abd'alaziz  furpafled  them  in  this,. 

«  MoHAMMSD  Ebn  Emir  KuoAKDSHAH«  T  Gaso. 

Amv^tr-FAtL^j,  obi  fup.  p.  205, 
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that  he  poflleiled  all  their  virtues  in  an  age  of  injuftice  and 
corruption  *. 
Omar*/  With  regard  to  his  perfion,  Omar  was  fwarthy,  as  moft 
ikura^r,  of  the  Arabs  zr^^  lean,  had  a  handfome  face,  and  in  it  the 
fear  of  a  wound  he  had  received  fronf  a  wild  heaft  in  bis 
younger  years.  Notwithftanding  his  youth,  he  had  a  confix 
cerable  numljer  of  grey  hairs,  which  probably  made  him  ap- 
pear fomething  older  than  he  really  was.  As  to  his  difpofition, 
he  was  extremely  juft,  religious,  and  devout ;  and  had  fixed 
his  mind,  in  a  manner  from  his  infancy,  intirely  upon  the 
other  world.  He  feems  to  have  been  the  brighteft  ornament 
of  the  Mojkms  in  that  wicked  and  degenerate  age.  After  his 
death,  the  houfe  to  which  he  ufed  frequently  to  retire,  being 
then  (hut  up,  was  opened ;  the  Arabs  hoping  to  difcover  a  oon- 
£derable  treafure  in  it :  but,  upon  examination,  they  found 
only  there  a  clofe  thick  riding  veft,  that  he  fometimes  wore^ 
and  a  fort  of  rope  or  cord  hung  up,  with  which  he  now-aod- 
then  amufed  himfelf,  after  his  fpirits  had  been  exhaufled  by 
long  and  fervent  prayer.  His  fecretaries  of  flate  were  R^a 
Ebn  Tahya  Al  Kendiy  Solimdn's  vifir,  and  Ebn  Abi  Rakia  ;  his 
judge,  or  Kadiy  Abd^allah  Ebn  Sa^id  Al  Anfali  ;  the  captain 
of  his  guards,  Rawah  Ebn  Tezid  Al  Sakjaki ;  and  his  cham- 
berlains, Hobaijh  and  Rajoy  his  fervants.  The  infcripdoa 
of  his  feal  was,  Omar  the  fin  of  Abd'alaziz  believes  im 
GoEi.  The  firft  day  of  his  Khalifat  was  Saturday^  and  the 
laft  Friday.  The  reafon  why  Soliman  preferred  him  to  his 
own  children  was,  becaufe  they  were  too  young  to  afcend  the 
Mojlem  throne,  as  may  be  inferred  from  AbuH-Faraj.  The 
authors  followed  by  Al  Makin  make  his  mother  to  have 
been  the  daughter  of  the  fecond  KhaUfOmar  \  who,  they  (ay, 
before  his  death,  declared,  that  his  daughter  (hould  bring  forth 
a  fon,  who  would  fill  the  world  with  juflice.  We  have  a 
particular  hiftory  of  the  life  and  adions  of  this  Khalifa  com* 
pofed  by  Mohammed  Ebn  Hofein  Al  Ajari^  a  writer  of  con- 
fiderable  note,  who  died  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  360  *• 

S  E  C  T.    XV. 

Yc2id         A  S  Tezid  Ebn  AhcTalmalec^  by  his  brother  Sol!man*s  late  fei 
Ebn  Ab-  '^  dement  of  the  fucccffion,  was  to  afcend  the  Mcfiei 
d*almalec  throne  after  the  death  of  Omar  Ebn  Abd'alaziz^  he  was  U 
fucreeds      luted  Khalif  the  fame  day  that  his  predeceflbr  died.     His  mi 
Omar.      ther  Atecah  was  the  daughter  of  Tezid  Ebn  AUawiyah  £i 

*  Aut.  Rabi  Al  Akyar.  •  Abu  Jaafar  Al  T 

BAR.  Al  Makin,  Eutycii.  Greg.  Abv'l-Faraj,  KnoNDSMti 
ec  D'Herbel.  ubi  fup. 
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Ail  S^fiSn^  and  the  furname  ufu^Dy  applied  to  hiril  AhuKhitedi 
Ti'S  Worthy  obfervation,  that  tht  jfrah  hidorians  have  tranf* 
ihitted  down  to  pofterity  the  names  6(  their  eitir  erors  mothers^ 
in  the  fame  m^injier  as  fome  of  the  iacred  writers  have  done 
ttiofe  of  the  mothers  of  the  kings  of  Judah  znd  J/raeL  Ne>r 
is  this  to  be  wondered  at ;  the  cuftoms  of  the  Arabs ^  as  well 
as  their  phrafes,  proverbs,  and  manner  of  exprcflion»  hav- 
*  ing  all  aJong,  in  moft  particulars,  agreed  with  thofe  of  the 
Hibrews^  who  flouriOied  even  in  fbme  of  the  ea^heft  periods 
of  the  world  *. 

As  fbon  as  Tezid  Ebn  AhJ'almaUc  C^ime  to  the  crown,  heModtftni 
removed  all  the  governors  of  provinues,  wha  ha.i  been  pro-  reduces 
moted  to  their  refpcftive  pofts  by  his  predeceff!)r  Omar  i  wh>ch  '^^  7^^' 
undoubtedly  excited  feveral  cortimotions  in  the  empire.  Thefe,  Y<^*^"», 
however,  were  probably  foon  extinguiilied,  a€  we  f^afce  find  "^^  r"'**^^ 
any  mention  made  of  them  in  hiftory.     But  the  rebeHion  oi '  '  -/•"a- 


^ad  rendered  himfr If  extremely  difa-  reeable  to  the  A  ^//Vwx,  re^ 
iiounced'his  allegiance  to  him  ;  and,  having  drawn  together  a 
ftrong  body  of  troops  ztBafra^  advanced  toCufa^  the  capital  of 
the  Arabian  trdi^  where  he  met  with  a  conficierable  reinforcc- 
jnent.  Ti%tdEbn  Abd^aimaUc^  being  informed  of  Ebn  / 1  AIo- 
halUb*s  defe£Vion,  fent  his  brother  Mojkma  and  Al  Abtdi  Ebn  At 
ff^aliA  sigsixnft  him)  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army  ;  who;c(M7i.« 
ing  up  with  the  rebtis,  fell  upon  thern  with  fuch  fury^  that  they 
flew  a  great  number  of  them  upon  the  fpot,  and  put  the  reft 
to  flight.  Ttzid  Ebn^AI  MohaUeb  himfelf  having  bceo  killed 
in  the  adion,  Mojkma  ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  o(^,  and  fenC 
It  immediately  to  the  Khalif.  However,  Ebn  Al  MohaUeb% 
fon  M$aiviyah^  with  fome  of  his  father^s  tr^ff^s?  rnade  hit 
efcape  to  X&r;Rj!z,  w;here  the  rebel  Tezid  bad  before  built  a 
fortrefs,  that  was  deemed  impregnable,  in  ordei-  to  ierye  him 
for  a  retreat,  in  cafe  any  misfortunes  (liould  happen  to  him.  But 
his  governor  there  refufing^to  open  the  gates  Xo  Ald^iyah^  hd 
was  ptirfued  by  the  Khali/" sgcnevzh^  aftet  feveral,  other  fuc- 
ceffivc  defeatS)  as  far  as  the  Indus,  The  writers  folJowedsby 
Al  AfaiiHy  however,  give  us  a  different  account  of  M^/itui-^ 
'yah*s  motions.  After  his  father  had  been  overthrown,  ^ac** 
cording  to  thcni)  he  fled  with  great  precipitation  to  tVafet^ 

*  Abu  jAAPAa  Al  Taba*.  Al  MakiIi,  ubi  fup.  p.  78. 
Greg.  Abi^VFaraj,  ubi  fup'.  p.  20J.  EutyCh.  ubi  fup.  p* 
■381,383.  2K1NO.  xxi.  I.  xxii.  I.  xxiii.  31.  xxiv.  8.  zChron. 
*5txii.-4.  xJtiv.  1.  xxv.  I.  xxvi.  j.  et  alib.  paff.  Uiiiv.hiH.  vol.xviiJ* 
•p.  356,376,39^—395.      ..  - 
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where  he  found  Adi  Ebn  /Irtab^  the  Khalifs  governor  of 
BafrHy  whom  he  orJered,  with  thirty- two  of  his  men,  to  be 
put  to  the  fword.     From  IVafct^  if  we  will  believe  thefe  au- 
thors, Moawiyah  and  his  troops  made  the  bcft  of  their  waj  to 
BoJra^^xA  afterwards  endeavoured  to  reach  Sindia 3  but, being 
overtaken  bv  a  body  of  the  Khalifas  forces,  under  the  com- 
mand ofHalaiEkn  AkUir  AlAlczmi^  fcnt  in  purfuit  of  them  by 
MoJUtna^  they  were  all  either  cut  to  pieces  or  taken  prifoners; 
and  the  latter  being  condiidcd  to  Damafcus  by  the  gencrafs 
order,  TeTJd  caufed  them  all  to  be  put  to  death.    Mojjema^  for 
his  eminent  fervices,  was  appointed  by  the  KhalifgovcinoT  of. 
Irak,  and  had  the  lieutenancy  of  Khorajan  al fo  conferred  upon 
him  :  but,  upon  fome  drfguft,  as  it  fhonid  feem,  he  was  foon 
deprived  of  both  thofe  pofts,  and  fuccecdcd  m  them  by  Omar 
\  £bn  Habira  Al  Ftfxari ;  tho*,  accordmg  to  Abn^l-Faraj^  Omar 

prefided  over  Kbtraf&n^  as  well  as  both  the  Perfian  and  Avth 
hian  frak^  before  the  extindion  of  the  late  rebellion.    Nor 
does  it  appear  from  that  author,  that  Moflema  hsid  ever  the  di- 
ledion  or  manaedment  of' affairs  in  any  of  thofe  provinces. 
Omar,  being  fettled  in  his  government,  fent  a  body  of  the 
MoJUm  troops,  under  the  condu3  of  //  Jar  ah  Ebn  Ahialla\ 
cither  to  make  an  irruption  into  the  Turkijh  territories,  or  to 
force  thie  l^urks  to  abandon  the  Mojletn  provinces.     Atjarch 
executed  his  orders  with  great  bravery,  made  himfelf  mafler 
ef  a  foitrefs  called  Mdtabary  or  Mellahara,   placed  in  M 
7ur%^  or  Turkejian^  by  Al  MaHn^  and  drove  Ebn  Haf,  the 
J'urkijb  Kbdn^  or  Kbdidnj  before  him  from  pkce  to  place. 
But  notwithfhuiding  this,  the  Kbdn^  having  received  a  rein- 
ibrcement,  waited  for  Al^arab  at  Ardebily  in  the  province  of 
Aderbijany  engaged  him  there,  and,  after  a  vigorous  aflion, 
ihtirely  defeated  him,  putting  both  him  and  the  greateft  part 
6f  the  troopsire  commanded  to  the  fword.    However,  Af»/ 
ifimz,  in  a  {bort  time,  advancing  againft£'^»  /W^with  another 
Arab  army,  at  lail  came  up  with  him,  overthrew  him  io  a 
pitched  battle,  and  forced  the  enemy  to  abandon  not  only  the 
province^  of  Aderbijany  but  every  other  part  of  the  KheBfs 
doniinions.     About  the  fame  time,  7>z/W  deprived  Ayub  Kh 
Sfrjabil  of  the  government  of  Egypt ^  to  which  honourable 
pbft  he  had  been  advanced  by  Omar  Ebn  Abd'alaxiXj  and  f«b- 
fiituted  in  hi?  room  Bajhar  Ebn  Safwan  Al  CalLi ;  who  wa$ 
afterwards  kttt  to  Afrua^  and  fucceeded  by  his  brother,  Han- 
dalah  Ebn  Sgfwdn^  \n  Egypt.     But,  .upon  hisf  being  dcpofeil 
in  the  I04thf'  yeai*'  of  the  HejfOy  Mohammed  Ebn  AbSahniiet 
Ebn  Mernxjdny  by  the  Rhalifs  appointment,  afTumed  to  him- 
felf the  lieutenancy  of  that  country.     AJ^  which  events,  ac- 

-toj^ding  to  the  eaftern  bifioriahs,  vctie,  fome  of  the  tranP 

afiiofls 
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adion3  of  tJie  loift,  io2d9  103d,  and  I04tfa,  ]^eariof  the 

We  find  Httk  f^id  of  this  Kha/tf  by  the  (?wi  writers.  UttUfaid 
Tbee^ofies  only  obfcrvcs,  that  /z/V,  thc^nanie  he  gives  Tezsd^  ^f  this 
Succeeded  Umary  or  Omar^  who  reigned  but  two  years  and  KhaHf  ^ 
four  months;  that  this  /ziW,  at  the  iiyftigation  of  a  y^tv  of'^'f*'^^®^ 
Laodicea^  who  promifcd  him  a  reign  of  forty  years,  as  a  rc- '*"'""'''' 
ward  for  his  impiety,  puUifhed  an  edid  againft  images,  in* 
jotnii^g  his  iubjedB  to  deftroy  all  ihofe  ereded  by  the  GhriJHans 
in  their  ch>irches  throughout  the  Moflem  empite  \  that  he  flew 
hiA^  the  Ton  of  Mualah^  that  is,  Yt%id  Ehn  Al  M^halUh^ 
who  had  rebeNed  aeainft  him,  and  reduced  the  provinces  he 
had  finzed  upbi)  to  his  obedience ;  and,  laAly^  that  he  dX^A^ 
after  he  had  fat  upon  the  Mofim  thttme  aboui  four  years,  be«- 
fore  his  infernal  edi£^,  relating  to  the  de(lru£^ion  of  images, 
could  eiHier  foe  fufficiently  promulged,  or  put  in  e^pecMtion. 
Cednnus  fjpeaVs  of  him  in  much  the  fame  terms.     Dionyfiut 
Tdmarenfts  Tcbitcs,  that  this  Jir^r?^?^  commanded  his  fubjedta 
to  exterminate  white  dogs^  white  pigeons,  while  cocks,  and, 
in  (hort,  all  other  animals  of  the  fame  colour ;  and  that  he 
ifiiiecl  the  decree  relating  to  this  extermination  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  725.  He  alfo  raifed  a  perfecution  againft  the  ChrU 
JluMs^  fbrlNid  a  Chrijiian  to  be  admitted  an  evidence  againft  a 
MoJUm^  and  fixed  the  value  or  price  of  the  latter  at  double  that 
of  the  former,  according  to  this  author,  the  fame  year  ^. 

About  the  time  oiTezid  Rbn  i^okalUVs  defe^on  in  /r^i,  Aercunt  of 
one  Zama  had  the  command  of  the  Mojkm  forces  in  Spain,  tbf  Mof- 
He  introduced  fome  innovations,  relating  to  the  difpofition  of  ^«ni  af^ 
the  tribute  exa£(ed  of  ^tChriftf€ms  in  that  country  i  whichA"'/'* 
probaibly  rendered  him  more  unacceptable  to  many  of  the-^Yrc^i  Spain  ^ii* 
there  than  even  the  worft  of  his  prcdeccflbrs.     Znma^  '^^^^'^S  Khf  i-t»" 
received  orders  to  extehd  ^^M^fiitn  conqucfts  in  thofc  wef-     /  ^  ' 
tern  parts  of  the  world,  pafled  the  Pyrenees  with  a  powerful  ^  ^* 
army,  took  the  qty  of  Narbonney  the  capital  of  Galiw  N^ir* 
ionenfis^  and  laid  ftf  ^e  to  Tolofa^  at  prefent  known  by  the  name 
of  ^oloufey  or  Tpifwufe,  But  here  he  was^efcrted  zty  the  good 
fortune  that  bad  hitherto  attended  him.  Eudo^  called  by  fome 

*  Abu  jAAfAftALTABAR.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  78^  79. 
Ebn  Shohnah,  Gre0.  Abu*l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  Khondbmir.^ 
G0L11  not  ad  Aifragaif.  p.  119  YaKut,  Ism.  Abulfbo.  Ebu 
Hawkal,  Na»«ir  Al  Tusi,  £ve  Nassib  Errys^us,  op.  ec 
fiud.  johaa.  Gray.  Oxoa.  171 1.  D*Hebb£l.  Btbiipch.  orient,  ia 
«rt.  JiStid  B%ii  Ah^almukkt  p.  486.  ^  Treophah.  chro- 

nograph, p.  536,3379  338.  Georc.  Cbdr^ii.  biHoriar.  coinpend. 
6453.    Oipit>'»./i  R^MAR^NS.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  AiTeman.  in  Bi- 
iom*  orient.  Ckmemino-Vatican^  torn.  il.  p«  105.  RbiDx,  1721. 
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of  th6  French  writers  count  Eudes^  general  of  the  Franisj  or  the 
^  French,  cacne  to  the  relief  of  the  belieged,  attacked  Zama  in  his 
camp,  killed  him  and  a  great  number  of  his  men  upon  the 
fpot,  and  forced  the  rfft  to  abandon  the  fiege.  Not  content 
with  this  viQoTy,  he  marched  afterwards  to  Narbonne,  retook 
that  place,  and  of  courfe  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire  out  of 
the  province  to  which  it  belonged.  Tezid^^  having  received 
advice  of  what'  had  happened,  fent  Azam^  or  Aabam^  Ehn 
Malecy  with  a  body  of  troops,  into  Spairij  to  prote^  the 
Arab  conquefts  there  from  the  infults  of  the  Ftench^  and  en- 
able the  M'oJUms  to  repair  the  lofs  they  had  fuftained.  He  re« 
duced  feveral  fortified  places  in  <S^/7/x;,  that  had  not  before  fub- 
ipitted  to  the  Arabs,  extended  the  tribute  to  be  paid  into  the 
Khalifa  coffers,  built  the  fampus  bridge  at  Corduba^  in  the 
^02d  year  of  the  Hejra^  and  was  at  laft  afiaifinated  by  his 
Qwn  people  at  Tortefa,  Some  of  the  Spanijh  writers  make 
Zama  and  AvMm  to  have  been  the  fame  perfon;  nor  does  fuch 
a  notion  appear  to  us  at  all  improbable.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
^fter  the  defeat  and  death  oi'Zama,  the  Arabs  chofe  one  Ab- 
ialrahman  for  their  leader,  who  prefided  over  them  in  ^paift 
till  the  arrival  of  a  new  governor  from  the  Mcjlem  court.  The 
Kbalif,  being  informed  of  the  murder  of  A%amy  conilitutcd 
one  Ambiza  his  lieutenant  in  Spain,  about  the  year  of  the 
Hejra  103;  who  made  feveral  incurfions  upon  the  territories 
of  th^  French',  tho'  he  rather  meditated,  than  was  dire^^iy 
engaged  in,  a  war  againil  that  people.  Towards  the  conclu- 
(ion  of  his  government,  he  propofed  to  invade  that  part  of  the 
enemy's  country  bordering  upon  the  frontiers  of  Spain j  ^ut 
foon  after  he  had  begun  his  march,  in  what  manner  we  have 
'  *  not  been  told  by  any  of  the  Spanijh  writers,  a  period  was  put 

to  his  days }  and,  f2efore  his  death,  he  refigned  to  one  Odra 
the  command  of  the  Mojlem  army  deftined  to  ?&  againft 
the  French,  which,  after  that  unexpeded  event,  immediately 
returned  home.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that,  during 
this  interval,  Pelagius  wrefted  the  city  of  Leon  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Arabs,  and  gained  feveral  other  very  important 
advantages  over  them.  This  prince  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
*  firft  who  took  for  his  coat  of  arms  a  red  lion  in  a  white  field, 
in  which  he  was  afterwards*  followed  by  his  fucceflbrs  in 
the  kingdom  of  Leon.  Some  of  the  Spanijh  writers  inform 
us,  that,  at  this  time,  there  were  feveral  Arab  princes,  or 
Emirs,  in  Spain ;  and  that  the  chief  of  thefe,  who  was  pro- 
perly the  Khalif's  governor,  or  viceroy,  had  the  title  of  the 
king  of  Corduba,  But  thofe  writers  h;ive  by  no  means  given 
us,  in  their  relations  of  what  happened  during  the  period  im- 
mediately following  the  firft  fettlement  of  the  Arabs  in  Sfain^ 
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a  clear  and  diftind  account  either  of  their  own  or  the  MoJIem 
afifairs^  '^ 

As  Ytzid  Ehn  Ahtalmalec  was  much  addicted  to  pleafure,  Yczid'/ 
even  in  the  Khalifat  of  his  brother  Sdltman^  he  then  bought  a  dtath  and 
iinging  girl,  named  Hahchahy  of  whom  he  was  paf&onacely  cburailcr, 
fond,  for  4000  dinars  ;  but  Selimany  thinking  this  a  difgrace 
Co  him)  obliged  him  to  part  with  her,  and  (he  was  afterwards 
purchafed  by  an  Egyptian.  Saada,  Tezid's  wife,  being  6e* 
firous  of  ingratiating  herfelf  in  a  more  particular  manner  with 
ber  hufband,  once  afked  him,  when  he  was  Kkalif  whether 
there  was  any  thing  in  the  world  that  he  yet  defired,  after  his 
elevation  to  die  MoJUm  throne  ?  He  anfwered,  Yes^  Hababah. 
Upon  which,  Saada  procured  her  for  him  ;  which  ^Wonderfully 
conciliated  his  affedions  to  her.  He  had  likewife  another 
concubine,  called  Selamah^  that  he  tenderly  loved.  Being  in 
that  part  of  PaUfline^  called  Belad  al  Arden^  or  Belad  al  &r- 
donttaj  that  is,  the  country,  or  plain,  of  Jordan^  and  divert* 
ing  himfelf  in  a  garden  with  Hababah^  whom  he  loved  to  di« 
firaflion,  there  \  he  was  ferved  at  his  collation  with  fome  of 
the  moft  excellent  fruits  of  that  charming  country.  During 
this  little  repaft,  he  threw  a  grape  at  her,  which  fhe'  immedi- 
ately took  up,  and  put  to  her  mouth,  in  order  to  eat  it ;  but 
being  too  large,  and  paiEng  acrofs  her  throat,  it  ftuck  in  the 
paflage  without  ^  poffibtlity  of  being  removed ;  fo  that  {he  loft 
ber  breath,  and  was  fufFocated  in  an  inftant.  So  we  find  this 
matter  related  by  Khondemir.  But  the  grape  fluck  fbme  time 
in  her  gullet,  and  only  occafioned  a  diforder  .hat  at  laft  ter-  , 

minated  in  her  death,  according  to  AbuU-Faraj.  Be  that  as 
it  will,  this  melancholy  accident  fo  affeded  Tezid^  that  he  fell 
into  an  excefs  of  grief,  and  was  iAconfolable  for  the  lofs  of  fo 
i^ratable  an  objed.  Nay,  the  tranfport  of  his  love  and  of  his 
forrow  carried  him  fo  far  on  this  occafion,  that  he  would  not 
fulFer  the  body  of  his  deceafed  miftrefs  to  be  interred  for  a 
week,  according  to  Khondemir^  or  three  days,  if  we  will  ht- 
lieve^Abu*l'Faraj,  Nor  would  he  have  permitted  it  then  to 
be  inhumed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  repeated  inltances  of  his  ^ 
domeftics,  who  could  no  longer  bear  the  intolerable  flink  of 
the  dead  carcafe.  However,  the  fepulchre  itfelf  was  not  able 
to  cure  his  frenzy*  He  ordered  that  to  be  opened,  and  the 
body  to  be  expofed  once  more  to  his  view.  In  fine,  being 
incapable  of  moderating  his  grief,  he  furvivcd  his  dear  Ha^ 
bahab  only  fifteen  d^s ;  and,  before  he  expired,  he  ordered  his 
remains  to  be  depofited  in  a  grave  near  her  tomb.    This  for* 

«  RoDsaic.  ToLETAN.  hiftArab.  c.  xi.  Rasps,  Chronic,  rcg. 
A\fonL  Joannes  VAs^usy  in  Hifpan.  chronic.  D'Herbel.  £i- 
bUoth.  orient,  in  art.  J^zid  Ben  Abd'almalek^  p.  486,  487. 
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rowfut  event  happened  in  the  J  05th  year  of  the  Utjra^  after 
he  had  reigned  a  little  above  four  years.  With  r^ard  to  hi« 
pcrfon,  he  was  a  man  of  a  fair  comp^ex!OIl,  had  g^d  Cea- 
tureS)  and  a  round  face  As  for  his  character,  he  wiis  ex« 
tremely  indolent,  fquahdered  away  vaft  funis  of  money  upon 
his  wivesy  concubines,  and  diver fions  of  various  kinds,  and 
was  a  flave  to  his  pai&ons  ;  as  in  fome  mcafure  appears  from 
what  has  been  already  obferved,  and  might  be  fimher  con- 
firmed by  other  ftories  related  of  him,  were  it  in  any  manner 
.  neceflary.  His  fecretaries  were  fucccflively  Omar  Ebn  Habini^ 
Ibrahim  Ebn  Habh^  dniJJama  EbnXtid  Al  Seiihi  \  his  jud^esi 
or  Kadisy  Abialrahman  Al  Hejhahajh  and  Scu'd  Ebn  Abu  n^a-- 
fad\  the  captain  of  his  guards^  Caab  Ebn  KhaUd  Al  Abcjfi\  and 
liis  chamberlains,  5^77^,  his  fervant,  and  Kbd/edy  his  freed** 
man.  He  died,  according  to  fome  of  the  eaftern  writerS| 
in  Falefiine  \  or,  as  otliers  will  have  it,  at  fiarrdn  in  Mi* 
Jopetamia^  on  the  23d  day  of  the  month  Sbaabqn  j  being  then 
i;  about  29,  3I9  33,  or  3",  (for  fo  much  do  authors  differ 

V  amongft  themfeives)   years  of  age.     Nay,  fome  hiftorians 

write,  that  he  died  of  a  confurtiption,  after  he  had  declared 
V  his  brother  lUfti&n  Ebn  Ab£almdkc\\\^  fucceiTor,  wh^n  he  was 

about  forty  years  of  age.  Y$%idy  a  little  before  his  death,  fent 
pne  Yahya  Ebn  Soltmdn  to  take  upon  him  the  commaod  of  the 
MoJUm  forces  in  ^^ain.  This  Yahya  was  a  perfon  of  great 
fagacity,  difcernment,  and  penetration ;  but  had  fomethin^ 
pf  cruelty  in  his  temper.  However,  he  was  a  lover  of  jufticf^ 
and  obliged  the  Arubs  to  reflore  to  the  Chrtflians  all  the  ef- 
feds  of  uhich  they  had  unjuftiy  deprived  them  in  time  of 
peace.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  the  name^  o( 
fumame,  AJtramolin^  or  Amiramonun^  frequently  applied  by 
the  Spani/b  writers  to  the  Kbalifs^  is  only  a  corruption  of  the 
words  Amir 0" I  Mununin^  Amiro* bnumeniny  or  Emhr  /J  Mumt^^ 
niny  emperor  of  tbi  believers.  The  moft  exaft  of  the  Mcfiem 
authors  inform  us,  that  the  firft  day  of  Yezid^s  reign  was  Sa^ 
iurdayj  tho'  in  this  they  are  not  perfcdly  confiflent  with  thcm- 
^  felves,  and  the  laft  Tuefday ;  and  that  the  duration  of  his  Kho^^ 
iifat  was  precifely  four  years  suid  twenty-nine  days  ^. 

SECT.    XVI. 

Hcfbam    TJTEsHAM  Eb^  Abd'almalec,  upon  his  brother  2^'A 

SMccitdf     **■•*•  deceafe,  was  elevated  to  th^  Khalfatj  towards  the  clofc, 

Vezid.      of  the  month  Sbaabdn^  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  105,    He 

^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  77,  78, 79. 
G«EC.  ABu*L-F;iRAj,  ubi  fup.  p.  205,  206.    Eutych.  ubi  fup. 

p.  382 — 385.   KhorDEMIR^  RODBKie.  TOLETAM.  JOA^IS  Va* 

^iEUd,  &c.  ubi  fap.    '         "■ "  *■ 

W2S 


C  2.  the  Ui^orf  of  the  Arab*.  i.15 

was  furname/I  Abu'lWalidy  and  his  mother  was  Fattma^  fur- 
pamed  Omm  Hajhem^  the  d^iiighter  oiHaJhim  Ebn  Ifmatl  Elm 
fiajbem  Ebn  Al  JValtd  ^l  Makhzumi,  His  uncle  YiTiid  nomi^ 
pated  Hejhfim  his  fucceflbr  a  little  before  his  death,  on  condi- 
tion that  his  own  fon  j^i  PFaild^aiktrthc  demife  of  that  prince, 
ibould  be  called  to  the  fuccei&oa.  When  JT^ziJ  died,  Hifi^m 
was  at  Rufafaj^  a  city  in  the  neighbourhood  oiRakka  upon  the 
Euphrates  \  but  as  foon  as  he  received  advice  of  his  advance- 
ment to  the  KbaUfaty  he  mounted  his  hode,  and  came  di^ 
XzQ\y  to  Damafcui,  Soon  after  his  promotion,  be  appointed 
Kbaled  Ehn  Ah^alkh  Al  Karii  his  lieutenant  of  Irdk^  and  re- 
moved bis  brother,  Mobammfid  Ebn  Abd*alm^£y  from  his  go» 
vcrnment  of  Egypt ;  fubftituting  in  his  room  his  coufin,  H^ 
Jan  Ebn  Yufef  Ebn  Yahya^  of  the  houfeof  Ommi)v7^,  who  con^ 
cinuicd  in  that  poft  till  the  year  of  the  Hejra  108.  Nothing 
very  material  happened  in  the  Akjkm  emaire,  an  account  6f 
which  has  been  handed  down  to  us  by  the  Arab  hiftorians^ 
during  the  iirft  year  of  Hejham*$  reign  B. 

It  feems,  however,  to  be  intimated  by  TbeophMnes^  that  Heftim!/ 
Htjham  planted  gardens  and  orchards,  cultivated  the  fruitful  arms  nti 
parts  of  his  territories  contiguous  to  the  emperor's  dominions,  attended 
and  built  palaces  in  fevcral  of  the  provinces  fubjugated  bythe  '^ithfuf 
Arabs^  in  the  105th  and  the  xo6th  years  of  the  Mtjra.  This  ^*fi . 
writer  likewife  gives  us  to  underftand,  that,  about  the  fame  ^^'*/  '^ 
time,  he  undertook  an  expedition  againft  the  Greeks ;  but  was  y^^^* 
obhged  to  retire  with  fhame,  after  he  had  loft  a  great  number 
of  men,  into  Syrta.     Cedrenuf  is  filent  as  to  the  Ar^  affairs, 
during  the  jo6th  year  of  the  MoJIem^ex^*    Dionyjius  Teltncf'" 
r^^r  only  obferves,  that  Hefiam  fucceeded  Yezid;  and  that 
the  following  year,  or  the  io6th  of  xhtHejray  Abibj  bifhop 
pf  Edejffiy  whofa  fuccelTor  was  named  Conjlantiney  departed 
ibis  life.     Nor  does  it  appear,  from  the  Spanijb  hiftorians, 
that  any  thing  remarkably,  during  the  latter  of  thofe  years, 
happened  in  opain  **. 

ffoWEVER,  before  we  conclude  our  account  of  the  events  Sdmt  dir- 
of  the  year  105,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  fome  hems 
firbeffu  were  coined  in  the  mint  that  had  been  fct  up  either  ztfi^uck  nt ^ 
Rufafa^  or  Rjifcika^  this  year ;  as  may  be  inferred  from  one  Ru^iif^j  "^ 
of  thofe  dirbems  found  at  Stegen^  a  village  near  Dantzick^  the  tleyrarof 
;id  day  oijuncy  1722.     On  the  reverfc  of  this^  piece  is  ex-  *^'  tiejri. 

c  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  At  Maktn,  ubi  fup.  p.  80.  Eu- 
TycH.  wbi  fup,  p  584,  385.  Gr£C.  -AbuVFaraj,  ubi  fup.  p. 
^06.  D^Her^eI"  Bibi.  orient,  in  art.  Hcfchiam  Ben  AhdalmaUk^  p. 
'^o.  •*  Theophan.  chronograph,   p.  3158.   Dioiivs. 

Tki.MAR«NS.  apud  Jof  Sim,  Affcman.  ubi  fup.  p.  105,  106.  ut  %l 
jipfe  los.  Sim.  Asseman.  ibid. 
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hibited  the  Following  inscription,  in  the  Cufic  charader,  Mo- 
hammed fi  tbeapc/iU  e/Gov^  he  is  the  j erf e£i  gift \  ar.d,bn 
the  Other  lidc,  theic  words,  Ber  Rujakata^  or  Rufafata^  the 
letters  of  whi.h  the  fecond  word  here  is  compofed  being  but  1 
indifferently  prefer ved,  chamjan  ivameaten ;  i.  e.  at  Rufaka,cr 
Kufata,  in  the  year  105.     By  which  we  are  informed,  that 
this  dirhem  was  itruck  either  at  Rufaka^  or  Rujafoy  in  the 
105th  year  of  the  tlejroy  and,  as  it  ihould  fecm,  the  hrftiof 
the  Khali f  Hejham.     This  we  learn  from  M.  Kehr^  who,,tho' 
he  is  not  able  precifely  to  determine  in  which  of  thofe  placet 
the  piece  was  coined,  is  inclined  to  think,  that  it  mud  have 
been  font  out  of  the  mint  ereded  in  the  latter  of  them*,  as ; 
fuch  a  notion  is  not  only  countenanced  by  the  letters  them- 
felves,  but  lilcewife  by  that  part  of  the  Arab  hiAory  we  are 
now  upon,  which  informs  us,  that  Hejham  was  proclaimed 
Khalif  at  Rufdfa  the  very  year  *in  which  this  dirhem  was 
ilruck.     To  what  has  been  advanced  on  this  occafion  by  M. 
JCehr^  we  muft  here  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  piece  in  view 
coa  Id  not  h  ave  been  coined  at  Rufeka^  or,  as  'tis  called  by  Ga&ui^ 
JLajika ;  becaufe  that  city  \yas  founded  hy  AbuJaafarAlManfur^ 
who  did  not  mount  the  MoJUm  throne  till  the  1 36th  year  01  the 
Jiejra^  and  ccnfcquently  did  not  exift  31  years  before.     M. 
JCihr  muft,  therefore,  have  been  miftaken,  when  he  fuppofes, 
that  xht  dirhem  might  have  been  ftruck  at  Rufaka^  as  well  as 
'  Rufafa^  in  the  year  oT  the  Hejra  105  ;  and  that  it  is  fomc- 
thincr  difficult  to  determine  to  which  of  thofe  cities  it  belongs. 
Ruffa  and  Rufaka'weie  both  of  them  cities  of  Mefopotamidy 
feated  at  a  fmall  difl^ance  from  Rakka^  upon  the  eaitern  bank 
of  the  Euphrates.    The  former  of  them  feems  to  be  the  Rhe- 
fcipha  of  Ptolemy  {JH^mi^a)  and  is  frequently  mentioned  by  the- 
Syrian  writers  **. 
ne  Arabs     J^j  the  107th  year  of  the  Hejra^  beginning  May  igtb,  725, 
inakefive-  Moflema^  or  Mafalmas^  as  he  is  called  by.  the  Greek  writers, 
ral  irrup'  j^^jr  Q^farea  in  Cappadocia  ;  and  Modwiyah  Ebn  Hejham^  an- 
tiQTis  tn/a    (jther  of  the  Arab  generals,  made  an  irruption  into  the  Chrifiiau 
$  '  ^mpe-    tej^ritories,  doing  irreparable  damage  in  the  provinces  through 
ria    ern-  ^j^j^^j^  ^^  moved.  This  year  likewife,  Amer^  one  of  the  Mofem  • 
commanders  invefted  Nicaa  in  Bithynia  with  a  body  of  15,000 
men ;  after  Vhich^  Modwiyah^  coming  up  with  an  army  of 
85,000  men,  formed  the  ficge  of  that  city.     The  Arabs  bat- 
tered the  walls  w'ith  fuch  fury,  that  they  levelled  a  great  part 
of  them  with  the  ground,  and  made  feveral  general  aflautts; 
but  were  every  time  beaten  off  with  incredible  lofs,  and  at 
lad  forced  to  abandon  the  fiege.     Dlonyftus  Telmarenfis  relates, 

^  Geokg.  Jac<  Ki»Ht»  in  monarch.  Afiatico-Saracenicftat  &'t. 
p.  II.  Lipfiit,  1724;  GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  aj;^,  2^4.  Ptol. 
geo^raph.  lib.  v.  c.  18.  Jos.  SiM.  AssEM^N^diiT.  de  Moaophyf. 

^  that 
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that  MaJUma^  or  Mafalmasy  made  himfelf  mader  ot  Neocafa* 
na  this  year,  and  carried  away  all  the  inhabitants  with  him 
prifoncrs,  except  the  Jews^  who  betrayed  the  place  into  hi« 
hands.  The  Spanijh  writers  make  no  mention  of  any  mili- 
tary operations  this  year  in  Spain ;  but  only  inform  us,  that  # 
hejhim  permitted  boih  the  Arabs  and  Chrijlians  in  that  coun- 
try  to  enjoy  the  fwects  of  peace,  and  fent  one  Ihahca^  or  Tabya^ 
an  Arab  of  note,  to  govern  his  fubjects  there  ^ 

The  following  year,  being  the  io8th  of  the  Htjroy  com-  Hefliam 
rocncing  May  8ih,  ;^26,    the  Arabsy  under  the  conduft  oiamafet 
Aioawiyahy  mvaded  the  imperial  territories,  carried  a  fortrefs  mnnnfi 
there  by  aflaultY  and  then  returned  home.     About  the  {^mztnajwrtu 
time,  Hafas  Ebn  Al  Walidy  upon  the  abdication  of  Hajan  Ebn 
Yuf^y  was  appointed  governor  of  Egypt.     Nothing  material 
pafied  this  year  in  Spain;  the  Mojlem  ..ummandcrs  there  being 
wholly  employed  in  amafBng  treafui  es  for  Hejhdm^  who  was 
richer,  as  well  as  m(  re  covetous,  than  any  of  his  predeceflbrs. 
According  to  EutychiuSy  one  Conjfantine  was  conftituted.  pa- 
triarch of  (  onjiantinople  either  this  or  the  preceding  year  ^. 

The  next  year,  being  the  109th  of  the  Ue/ra^  beginning  Mofleina 
Jfrii  28th,  727,  MoJUma Ebn  Ahialmidec  attacked  the  Turks^  irintis  the 
or,  as  they  are  called  by  fome  of  the  eaflern  writen,  the  Hum,^  Turks  oui 
that  is,  the*  fubje£|s  of  the  Kbakan^  who  had  made  an  irrup-  ofhxxsxe* 
tion  into  Armenia^  and  forced,  them  to  conclude  a  treaty  of^**- 
peace  with  him.     He  alfo  penetrated  the  fame  year  to  the  de- 
file called  the  Porta  Cafpia  by  the  antients,  not  far  from  the 
Cafpian  Tea ;  which  had  ferved  as  a  fort  of  barrier  to  the  Mof^ 
Im  empire  on  that  fide,  before  the  late  irruption ;  the  Turks y  or 
HunSy  having  been  long  ihqt  up  by  it  in  the  country  that  pro?- 
perly  appertained  to  them.  This  affair  is,  however,  differently 
related  by  TheiphaneSy  who  tells  us,  that  the  fon  of  the  Khakdn 
invTided  Armenia  znd  AJerbijan  with  a  powerful  army,  overthrew 
Garoiby  or  Aljarahy  the  Arab  general,  who  pretended  to  oppofe 
him,  committed  dreadful  devaiiatlons  in  that  province, and  then 
returned  home.     But  Diony/ius  Tilmarenjisy  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  former  relation,  living  at  no  gre^t  diftance 
from  the  fcene  of  aftion,  not  much  above  forty  years  after 
this  campaign,  and  agreeing  better  with  what  v^  e  find  recorded 
of  the  reign  of  Ile/hdm  by  the  Arab  hiftorians  than  the  Greek 
writers,  we  (hall  not  fcruple  to  prefer  his  authority  to  that  of 

*  Theophan.  ubi  fap.  p.  338,  339,  340.  Georg.  Cedrek. 
obifap.  p  4$4>4S^-  Dionys.  Telmarens.  et  Jos.Sim.  Assb* 
MAN.  ubi  Tup.  p.  ic6.  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  ct  Al  iMAKiN, 
ubi  fup.  RoDERic.  Toletan  in  hift.  Arab.  c.  xii.  Isidor.  ,Pa- 
CENs.  Chronic,  reg.  Alphonf.  Joannes  Vasjeus,  in  HifpanjIIu- 
8rat.  p  701.  Francof.  1603.  ^  TheopuaN.  ubi  fup.  p.  34©. 

&9PtEic.Toi.ETAW;Ubifup.  EvTVCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  38^,  38^.  I 
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TbeophaneSy  whofe  inaccuracy  with  regard  to  the  AfoJUm  af- 
fairs bas  already  been  touched  upon,  in  the  point  before  us  ^ 
The  ArJbi     Some  of  the  French  and  Spanijh  authors  maintain >  that 
iu^uade-     Eudo^  duke  oi  Aquitain^  called  by  the  \zXjtT  French  writers' 
Fnuice;    count  Eudes^  being  about  Vhis  time  defeated  and  put  to  flight 
by  Char  Us  Martel^  demanded  afliftance  of  the  Arabs  ^  wh6 
had  pofleiled  themfelves  of  Spain^  againft  that  conqueror. 
The  MoJhms<f  continue  the  fame  authors,  accepting  of  this 
invitation,  pailed  the  Pyrenees^  and  advanced  into  Gafc^igi^  \ 
to  the  number  of  400,000  fouls,  women,  children,  and  flavcs,'' 
included,  under  the  command  of  one  AhiPalrakman  \    imi-| 
gining,  that  they  ihould  make  themfelves  mafters  of  that  pro*J 
vincc  without  ftriking  a  ftroke.     They  committed   dreadful 
ravages  in  their  march  ;  pillaging  every  place,  both  facred 
profane,  without  diftinftion,  through  which  they   movei*' 
This  expedition  is,  however,  placed  fome  years  later  bj  R^ 
/Uric  of  ToUdo^  who  feems  to  have  reafon  on  his  fide. 
alfo  gives  us  to  underftand,  that,  about  the  year  we  are  xfo 
upon,  this  prince's  avarice  occaiioned  commotions  in  fevi 
parts  of  the  empire  5  which  were  not  without  great  difficultji , 
and  a  very  copious  eiFuiion  of  human  blood,  appeafed  °.  *     ' 
§mdare         Iw  the  1 1 0th  year  of  the  Hejray  beginning -/^riV  17AJ 
defeated  by  Tit  y  Mnjlema  Ehn  AbtTalmaUc  advanced  with  a  body  of  Arjf^ 
Charles     troops  to  the  coaft  of  the  Cafpian  Tea,  reftored  the  fortifici*] 
Mlrt^I.     tions  of  the  aforefaid  defile  that  had  been  dedroyed  by 
TTurks  in  their  late  irruption  into  Armenia^  feised  upon 
"bent  at  the  foot  of  mount  Caucafus^  together  with  the  diftri 
belonging  to  it,  and  obliged  the  Turks  to  take  an  oath  nev( 
to  pafs  their  own  frontiers,  in  order  to  difturb  the  repoie 
the  Mojtem  territories.     But  they  foon  violating  tliat  oath,  a 
invading  Armenia^  he  attacked  them  v/ith  fuch  bravery, 
he  forced  them  to  retire  into  their  own  dominions.     Aft 
which,  be  appointed  Merwan  Ebn  Mohammed  governor 
Armenia^  and  then  returned  into  Syria,     Theopbancs^  the; 
fore,  defcrves  little  regard,  when  he  intimates,  that  Mafii 
was  worftcd  this  year  by  ^he  Turks  in  a  general  adion, 
after  having  fuftajned  a  very  great  lofs,  obliged  to  fly  into 
Khalifas  territories  with  the  utmoft  precipitation.     About 
time,  Abd'almaUc  Ebn  Re/a*  a  fucceeded  Ha  fas  Ebn  At  JVi 
Jl  Hadrami  in  the  government  of  Egypt.    Some  of 

'  DioNYs.  TelmaRens.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  AiTeman.  obi  fup.  i| 
'  ct  ipfe  jos.  Sim.  Assbman.  ibid.    Abu  Jaabar  AlTabaK.  Aj^ 

Makin,  ubi  fup.  TuEOPHAN.  ubi  fup.  p.  341.  Strab.  Hb.  x|. 
Arrian.  lib.iii.  Dion  vs.  perjeg.  verf.  1039.  Isidorus  Cbar.a«' 
CENU8,  p.  6.  dc  urb.  Charac.  P;.iN.lib.  vi.  c  15.  «•  Ann^ 

Fra^cor.  Jacobus  Meyerus, D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  oricDt. in  n.^; 
^e%idBe9  AbdalinaH^  p.  486.    Joannes  Vas^^v^i  ttbiC??-   ^^ 
l^gRic.  ToLsv AH.  hift.  Arab*  c.  %\\ iSAh  ^t«^  '  fWii^ 


Frifub  and  Spanijb  writers  relate,  that  Euidfiy  being vafllyter* 

fified  at  the  approach  of  fucb  a  muUitude  of  Arah^  as  th^^t 

aboveTineiltiofied,  who  laid  waile  ch^  country  through  which 

they  marched,  joiced  Charla  Martil  with  all  his  forces^  and^ 

in  cobj^in^ioa  with  bim>  attacked  the  infidels  tbis  year  near 

Tour^  with  fo  aiuch  courage,  diat  they  were  overthrown  wit5 

incredible  ^u^hter;  no  lets  titan  37S>ooo  of  thoih,  aihorfgft 

whom  were  AbiTakabmany  the  Arab  general  hioifelf)  gnj 

almoft  all  the  olEcers  and  perfons  of  diAiniStion  that  ferve4 

und^c  hioi,  h;iving  been  killed  in  the  a&lon.     Of  the  6^/- 

\^ians  no  more  than  1500  are  faid  to  have  been  miffinj^  after 

the  end  of  the  engagement.     This  blow,  however^  was  noi 

^ven  the  Mafiem^  according'  to  JR^daric  of  Toledo^  fo  early 

as  the  I  loth  year  of  the  Hejra.     That  author  fcruples  not  to 

a£rm,  that  not  only  GalRa  Harbonenfis  and  Gafrngrty  but  like^ « 

wife  Calabria  tni  part  of  Apulia^  if  nut  SUify  itfeif,  about  thU 

\^iie,  tho'  before  the  overthrow  at  ToarSy  acknowledged  tbp 

fcvereignty  of  the  Khal.f, 

Th£  following  year,  being  the  iiith  of  the  tfijra^  com-  .n#Jac9b- 

Ssncing  A^l  6th,  729>  one  Cofmasy  of  the  Mekhite  perfua-  biics  £fi 
A,  was  confiituted  patriarch  oi  Alexandria -^  who,  if  yipp^jpdtf 
:  vill  belieye  EutycbiuSy  could  neither  write  nor  read,     fie  that  *bnr 
as  it  wilU  upon  his  arrival  at  Dittnafcus^  he  met  with  a.gra-  <bwxhes 
dous  reception  from  Hejfhdmy  who,  after  he  had  had  a  con-  *^  ESXP^ 
ifcrcncc  with  him,  wrote  to  AbcFallah  Ebn  Al  yiban  AlSakwiy 
his  lieutenant  pf  E^yf^^  to  put  the  MikhitiSy  under  Cofmas'% 
government  and  d.redton^  tn  poflbihon  of  all  the  churches 
thtt  had  been  occup^d  by  the  jacahitts  in  AUxaniiria  for  the 
fpftce  of  ninety-feven  years  ^  that  is,  from  the  third  year  of 
Qmar  Ebn' Al  Khattab  to  the  feventh  of  the  kbalif  He&dm  ; 
during  which  interval,  the  '^afolites  had  remained  matters  of 
all  the  Chrijiian  churches  in.Egypt^  except  that  of  Sc  Saba  at 
Alexandria^  an  J  that  of  St.  Michael  in  Kafr  Al  SBama\  to 
vhich  the  meUhites  had  been  confined.     Nor  did  the  Jacibite 
patriarch  of  Alexandria  only  fupply  Egypt  with  bifhops  for  /b 
long  a  term,  but  he  likewife  lent  many  others  into  Nubia  ; 
the  people  of  which  Icinsdom,  till  the  feventh  year  of  Heftiom^ 
were  aimoii  intirely  of  the  Jacobite  perfuafton.     This  uftf 
pmmon  favour  was,  however,  not  granted  Cofmas  by  the 
Kbal:f  without  the  interpo£tton  of  feveral  learned  men,  and 
tven  many  valuable  prefents,  which  he  brought  with  him  to 
i^cmafcus^  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  his  projed,  according 
to  y//  Makin,    That  hiftorian,  neverthckfi,  feems  to  advance 

'  DidNVfi^  Telharens.  et  Jos.  Sim.   Asseman.  ubi  fap. 
i  P'Her^bl.  fiibHoth.  orient,  in  art.  Hefcbiam  Btn  AhJAlmaUky  p, 
451-  Theopuan.  ubi  fup.  p.  341,  342.  Jacobus  MsYEaos,  Jo^ 
ARSii  Vasjev««  et  RoDSRirus  Tout aki/s,  ubi  ibp. 
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'  this  laft  particular  without  proper  authority  to  fuppoitit,  aft 

not  the  leaft  mention  has  been  made  of  it  by  Eutychiui^  A^ 

author  followed  by  himi  on  this  occafion ;  tho'  he  rqprefemr 

Co/mas  as  a  maker  of  needles  before  his  elevation  to  the  patri*' 

arch  Ate  of  Alexandria j  and  altogether  illiterate;  which  feeois  to 

imply,  that  either  a  rich  prefent,  or  a  good  round  fum  of  mo* 

ncy,  was  neceffary  to  influence  the  Kbatif  in  hisfiivour. 

that  as  it  will^  the  former  author  is  moft  certainly  mi' 

when  he  affirms  this  event  to  have  happened  in  the  third 

of  the  Khalifat  of  He/ham ;  fince  the  btter,  whom  he 

tends  to  have  cranfcribed  on  this  occafion,  aflerts,  in 

terms,  thai  Cofmas  was  advanced  to  the  patriarchal  dignity 

the  feventh  vear  of  that  prince's  reign.     As  tfiis  point  of 

Am&  in  the  fihatlf  whatever  was  the  motive  to  it,  prod 

fort  of  ecclefiaftical  revolution  amongft  the  Chriftiam  in 

we  could  not  prevail  upon  ourfelves  to  omit  inferting  an 

count  of  fo  remarkable  a  tranfa6iion,  tho'  not  immediately 

lating  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Arabs^  here  *. 

the  Mof-      About  the  fame  time,  as  we  are  told  by  an  eafiern 

lent*  in-     HfJhJm  ordered  fever  al  towns  and  villages  to  be  built  on 

vadf  Cap  nvcr  Zaitun^  which  feems  to  have  derived  its  name  finom 

padocia*    ta^  or  Zeita^  a  tr)wn  about  fix^^  ftadia,  or  furlongs, 

Karkijia^  or  Kirkijta^  the  Cercujtum^  or  Circefium^  of  die 

tients,  in  that  part  of  Mefopotama  called  by  the  Arabs 

Rabiay  or  rather  Diyar  Modavy  according  to  Getius, 

place  has  been  taken  notice  of  by  ZofimuSj  the  hi 

Mojlema  Ebn  Abd*almdUcy  the  Khalifs  brother,  and 

is  al(b  faid  to  have  ereded  at  this  time  fome  towns  an 

on  the  river  Beth^Calas ;  but  with  what  view  or  defign 

Jrabs  built  any  forts  there,  we  are  not  told  by  any  a 

That  genera]  afterwards,  with  a  body  of  the  Atojlem 

made  an  irruption  into  Cappadaday  and  reduced  there  a 

refs  of  confiderable  ih'ength.  This  year  the  Khalifs  govc 

of  Africa  fent  a  new  lieutenant,  named  Odoyfa^  into  Sj 

who,  being  a  perfon  of  great  levity  and  inexperience,  by 

means  proved  acceptable  to  the  Arabs  there.    Him,  thei 

Hejhdm  thought  fit  foon  to  remove  from  thatpofl,  and  tofi 

llitute  Yaman  Ebn  Abinaza  in  bis  room.'    Taman  continuol 

his  government  about  five  months,  and,  after  the  expiradon^ 

that  fbort  term,  was  fucceeded  by  one  Autuman^  or  Oti 

of  whom  we  fcarce  find  any  thing  faid  by  the  Arab  hiftori 

fo  that  nothing  remarkable,  through  the  whole  courfe  of 

year,  feems  to  have  happened  in  Spain  P. 

•  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  384-— 389.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fop.  p. %\ 
84.  P  Dion YSy  Telmarbns.  ubi  fup.  Zozim.  lib.  iiLi 

17.  Gqlii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  257,  256.  Theophan.  ubiiifi 

p.  343.    CiDREIV.ubifup.  p.  40-   RODBRIC.  TOL^TASS.  abiiif 

'cxii*  JoAKNf  s  VAejEus,  ubi  lup.  p.  702.  ThI 
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..  The-  next  year,  being  the  iiath  year  of  theHejra,  ^eTX/Mof- 
■jrft  day  of  which  was  March  St6th,  730,  MoJUma^  accord-  lem  afj. . 
to  Tbeopbaneiy  undertook  an  expedition  againftthe  Turisyf^'^^  '*   . 
penetrated  to  the  coaft  of  the  Cajfian  fea;  but,  being  in- ^P*|n» 
idatcd  by  the  forces  of  the  Khakdn^  returned  home,  with-  ^^ripgtbi 
)lM.  efFcfting  any  thing.   That  this  was  really  the  cafe,  we  are-j^^f  ^'**^ 
•*ore  inclined  to  believe,  from  the  filence  of  xheMoJlem  writers    ^^ 
relation  to  any  advantage  gained  by  the  Khali fs  army  this '     * 

in  thofe  parts,  than  from  the  authority  of  Theopbanes yy^Yixch^ 

fuch  points  as  this,  is  frequently  not  to  be  depended  upon* 

TtyOvOthmany  i/^/&am's  lieutenant  mSpain^v/zs  difplaced, 

he  had  remained  at  Corduba  about  four  months,  and  fuc* 

by  AlHaytam  Ebn  Obeid.  Againft  this  new  governor  \ 

piracy  was  foon  formed ;  feveral  of  the  principal  Arabs 

g  private  cabals,  in  order  to  difcover  a  proper  method  of 

fing  him.    But  they  being  feized,  before  they  could  carry 

deHgn  into  execution,  he  ordered  fome  of  them  to  be 

lickly  whipt,  and  others  to  be  beheaded.    Amongft  the 

er  there  was  one  Zath^  or  Zeid^  ai)  *Arab  of  great  ejo*- 

ce  and  noble  extradion ;  who,  after  he  had  been  treated 

a  very  ignominious  manner,  made  his  efcape  out  of  Spairiy 

took  a  journey  to  Damafcus^  where  he  and  one  Mahimerij    . 

,  ber  Mojlem  of  diftindion,  gave  the  Khaltf  a  full  account 

(every  thing  that  had  happened.     They  alfo  defired,  that 

tarn  might  be  recalled,  and  Abtahrahman  appointed 

of  Corduba^  or  governor  of  Spain^  in  his  room ;  which 

im  readily  granted.     Upon  their  arrival  in  Spain^  Mahi' 

who  had  been  invefted  with  full  power  and  authority  by 

Khatif  for  that  purpofe,  ordered  ///  Haytam  to  be  pub- 

'  f  whipped^  carried  with  his  hands  bound  behind  his  back^ 

loaded  with  irons,  upon  an  afs,  through  the  ftreets  or 

ha,  and  then  to  be  imprifoned  for  life.    As  for  AbJtaU 

In,  he  not  being  then  to  be  found,  Mohamnud  Ebn  Ab^ 

h  was  conftituted  governor  of  Spahy  and  aded  in  that 

^city  about  two  months  \  at  the  end  of  which  term,  Ab- 

"  ahman  himfelf  appeared.     The  French  annals,  according 

oanms  Fafaus^  pretend,  that,  about  this  time,  the  Arabs^ 

inftigation  of  Hunold  and  Waifary  Eudo\  fons,  made 

er  irruption  into  France^  and  penetrated  as  far  as  Bur^ 

with  a  numerous  army,  laying  wafte  all  the  country 

ugh  wliich  they  moved  \  but  were  driven  again  by  Charles 

el  into  their  own  dominions,  after  they  had  loft  a  very 

erable  part  of  their  troops.^    In  the  mean  time,  P/A?- 

ftill  maintained  himfelf  in  the  poileffion  of  all  the  poib 

had  fo  long  occupied  upon  the  Mojlem  frontiers ;  nor  could 

be  diflodged  from  thence  by  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  9. 

Theophan.  ttbifup.  RoDERic.  ToLETAM.  hift.  Arab.  c.  xii. 
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HefcEmV  In  Ac  1 13*11  year  pf  the  Hejra^  %UfUma  marched  at  ^ 
iroej}j^ajm}itz6  of  a  powerful  army  againft  the  KhaJcan^  took  forcial  at 
/cm4  ad'  that  princess  ^wns,  and  carried  off  with  him  a  great  nunibd 
yentages  q\  \^^  fubjefU  into  flavery,  together  with  an  immense  quoi 
Ch'^^ft  tity  qF  plunder.  Moqwtjah,  the  ^balfs  fon,  alfo  pcncuawl 
*'  into  Paphlagotiia,  took  maxiy  of  th,e  Cbrijtiflns  in  that  pMi 
vince  prifoners,  and  returned  bome  loaded  with  the  fpoilahl 
acquired  in  this  expeditioR.  Stlim/in^  another  of  Heptpii 
fbnsj  advanced  dt^ittD  a  bodj^  of  troops  into  another  of  thei|^ 
pcrial  provinces,  reduced  the  caftle  oi Pilozcmujn^  laid  w; 
die  n^ighbcjkgring  tract,  defeated  a  Greek  anny  thai  prct 
to  make  head  again0  him,  and  then  returned  hoiue  with 
^onfiderabie  lofs.  Some  of  tl^e  Arab  writers  affirm,  that 
,  riei  emperor  hirpfelf,  wl^om  they  call  Con/^antine^  was_ 
iRent  in  the  aflion,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  S^limdn ;  but, 
Le^  JJaurits^  nr  IfatirHUSy  fat  then  upon  the  imperial  tb 
and  was  probably  at  Co»Jhntinople  when  that  engagement  bJf 
pened,  this  laft  article  n>efils  not  the  Jeaft  attention  \ 

Arp*alrahman,  if  we  will  believe  ItcJeric  of  fa 
was  this  year  confti.tuted  the  Khafif^s  lieutenant  in  Spcin-y 
tonjiituted  ^2ls  fearce  fettled  in  hi$  government,  when  one  Muniz 
gwfrnor    bj^j  ^  \sqA^  of  troops,  in  Order  to  depofe  him.  Mutu%^ 
^Spam.    ^ver^  ^^j^  being  able  to  take  the  field  againft  AbttcirAm 
wa,s  obliged  to  (but  himfelf  up  in  the  principal  city  of 
Cerretani^  where  he  was  ilraitly  befieged  by  the  gpvenj 
forces.     At.  lad,  finding  himfelf  incapable  of  defending 
place  aiw  longer,  he  endeavoured  to  make  his  efcape; 
bei'  g  cl*  fely  purfued  by  one  o{  AhialrahnM^  d^tath 
he  was  forced  to  throw  himfelf  headlong  from  o(F  a  preci|f 
gnd  mlferably  perifiied.     His  wife,   who  was  count  £1 
daughter,  and  one  of  the  mod  celebrated  beauties  of  the 
felt  ipto the  hands  if  the  vi<ilors,  and  was  fent  by  Ahii 
tnan  to  Dartiajcui^  a»  a  prtferu  to  the  Khallf.     The  d< 
Mum2^  wh(.»fc  head  was  cut  off,  and  brought  to  the  gov< 
pn>ved  the  total  extind^ion  c  f  thisrebtllion ;  which,  had 
i?x;?j  bec^n  reintorced  by  a  body  0/  Fretuh  troops,  Ludo  at 
feen.ing  to  favour  him,  might  have  btcn  attended  v.'th 
copftquenc^,  both  to  Abfalrahman  and  all  the  KhaLf's 
jTubjcas  in  Spain,     It  fcems  to  ^c  intimated  by  fomc  of 
Sf^.\'JJb  writer.s,  that  the  famous  Pelagius^  whj  had  (bfigna 
Kim  (elf  in  his  war:»  agaAnft  the  Araisy  died  eiiber  this 
following  year  * 

«iii.   4iin^l   Francor.  apud  Joimiem  Vaf«uin,  abi  fop. 
Jaafar  AuTAbAR     Al  ^'iAKIN,  ubi  fup. p.  80.  Thiopi 
ubi  fup.  p  343    Diovvi.  Teimarens.  ubiiup.  p.  106. 
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The  next  year,  being  the  1 14th  year  of  the  Hejra^  Solimin  The  Arabs 
Ebn  Htfidm  penctrat'rd,  with  an  army  of  90,000  men,  into  ^mer- 
the  imperial  territories.     He  advanced  as  far  as  Tyana  in  Cap-  thrown  fy 
ffidocia^  and  bad  four  generals  to  fervc  under  him  in  this  expc-  '^' 
dilion.     Mdlec  Ebn  Shabib  and  AMallah  Ebn  Batal,  two  of  Greeks, 
tbofc  generals,  being  arrived  at  SynnaJa  in  Phrygia^  with 
^0,000  men,  were  met  and  engaged  there  by  an  imperial 
army,  under  the  condu^  of  the  emperor  Leo  himfelf,  and 
bb  fon  Ccnflantine  Cotronymus^  according  tp  Theopbams^  which 
gave  them  ifd  coirplete  an  overthrow,  that  they  bad  above. 
45,000  of  tbeir  men  killed  i^on  the  fpot,  and  the  reft  with 
great  difficulty  made  tbeir  efcape.     That  author  affirms  this 
glorious  event  to  have  happcnied  in  the  23d  year  oi  Leo\  reign^ 
about  the  I22d  of  the  Hejra;  but  Dtonyfius  Telmarmfis  feems 
to  place  it  in  or  ne:^r  the  prefeot  year^  and  him  we  chufe  to 
bUow,  for  the  reafons  above  affigned  ^ 

About  the  fame  time,  ^  impoOor  appeared  in  Syria^  who  An  im^ 
gave  out,  that  be  was  Mofes  rifen  from  the  dead,  and  feduced  pojlor  ap^ 
great  numbers  of  the  JiUfs,  whom  he  defrauded  of  confider-  pfor^ «» 
able  fums  of  money,  and  then  fled  into  another  province*  Syria. 
:But  being  purfued  and  taken,  he  was  brought  before  the  Kha^ 
I  Trfy  who  delivered  him  up  to  the  Jews^  that  they  might  inflifl 
(twhat  puniffamer.t  they  fhould  think  fit  upon  him.     Which 
^fvent  is  placed  by  Theophanes^  wrongly,  as  we  apprehend,  in 
tile  fifth  year  of  Leo  Ifauricus^s  reign  j  but  by  Dionyfius  Tel* 
'marenfii^  with  greater  accuracy  and  precifion,  as  we  believe^ 
lin  or  about  the  prefent  year  ". 
\     Abd'alr  AHM  AN^  fufpeding  that  count  Eudo  had  favoured  The  Arabs 

fbis  fon-in4aw  Mumz's  rebellion,  which  he  had  fo  happily  ex-  d'/eated 
tinguilhed,  refolved  to  fc»llow  his  blow,  and  carry  the  war  into  by  the 
\  the  heart  of  France,     Having,  therefore,  aflembled  a  powerful  French^ 
[  army,  he  entered  that  kingdom,  and  advanced  to  Aries  upon 
^  the  Rbofne'y  where  he  attacked  and  defeated  a  large  body  of 
•  Ac  Franksj  or  the  French^  that  attempted  to  obftriidl  his 
'  march,  killed  many  of  them  upon  the  fpot,  and  pufiied  9. 
I  great  number  of  them  into  the  Rhofne^  who  not  being  able  ta 
r  gain  the  oppofite  bank,  were  every  one  of  them  drowned.    He 

afterwards  pafied  the  Garonne  and  the  Dovdonne^  overthrew 
I  count  EudOf  who  endeavoured  to  fiop  the  progreis  of  his  Sirms^ 

and  penetrated  into  the  interior  part  of  France,  In  fin^,  he 
'  purfued  that  count  through  feveral  provinces,  ravaged  the 
\  country  through  which  he  moved,  in  a  dread tul  manner,  and 

'  «it  laft  arrived  with  his  numerous  forces  at  Tours,     l*hat  city 

I  • 

*  Theophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  345.    DioNYs.  Telmarens.  ulu 
\  fup.  p.  106.  "  Theophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  336.   Dionys. 
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.  likewiw  ht  made  a  fcenc  of  blood,  ravages^  and  cbnfiiiiotit 
reducing  to  aflies  the  church  and  all  the  palaces  there,  and  laj<* 
ing  wade  the  whole  diftrid  belonging  to  it  with  fire  and 
fword*     Charles  Mdtiily  being  ii^formed  df  thefe devaftations, 
and  reinforced  by  a  body  o^  Germans  2XiA  Gepiday  came  up 
with  thofe  plunderers  near  TourSy  engaged  them  for  feven  days 
together,  and  at  laft  gave  them  a  total  overthrow;   making 
himfelf  mailer  of  their  baggage*  and  took  from  them  fpoxis 
of  an  ineftimable  value.     The  fhatter*d  remains  of  Abdeir 
,  rahman^s  army,  after  this  memorable  defeat,  with  great  diffl*^ 
culty,  reached  the  frontiers  of  Spairiy  and  left  the  Frendb  in 
peaceable  poiTeflion  of  the  whole  trad  that  had  been  delivered 
J  by  their  viSorious  general.     This  is  the  account  of  /fheTti^ 
rabmitC&  fatal  French  expedition  handed  down  to  us  by  It»» 
dcric  of  Toledo ;  which,  as  our  curious  readers  will  at  firft  , 
iight  perceive,  differs  not  only  in  point  of  time,  but  likewife 
in  feveral  other  particulars,  from  that  already  given.    -Some 
authors  tell  us,  that  the  Mojlem  general  took  Avignon  by  (iuw 
prize  this  campaign  \  and  that  it  was  afterwards  retaken  fay 
the  French,    They  alfo  relate,    that,  the  following    ycaff  I 
Charles  Afartel  overthrew  the  /frabsj  marching,  under  the  ■■ 
command  of  one  of  their  generals,  to  the  relief  of  Mar^omu^  i 
then  befiegedv^by  a  body  of  the  French  forces,  at  IlliSeris^l 
with  incredible  (laughter  ;  fcarcc  any  of  them  efcaping  inCO 
Spain.   Which  of  thefe  fecmingly  jarring  relatiofis  approachel 
the  nearefl  to  truth,  we  fliall  not  take  upon  us  to  d^cerminc^ 
as  a  certain  author,  vrhh  very  little  iudgment,  has  done  ;  but 
leave  it  to  our  more  fagacious  and  mtclligent  readers  to  chufiSf 
which  of  them  they  pleafe  ^. 
The  Klia-      About  the  i  isth  year  of  the  Hejray  Hejham  fent  an  ara^ 
liPs  forces  under  the  command  of  Kaliu  and  Zohairy  two  of  his  general^ 
routed  hy    to  reduce  Atikh^  who  had  rebelled  againft  him,  and  dntMrn  to* 
Atikb.      gcther  a  confiderable  force  to  fupport  him  in  his  defe^oa^ 
^tikhy  receiving  advice  o^  their  approach,  advanced  to  Si^ 
gar  ay  fell  upon  them  there  by  night,  intirely  defeated  thi 
and  put  many  of  their  men  to  the  fword.     However,  as 
find  nothing  afterwards  faid  of  him  by  any  good  author, 
probable  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  he  thought  fit  to  fubmit  to 
Kl^alif.     About  the  fame  year,  according.to  TheophaneSy  Mi 
wiyab  Ebn  Hefnaniy  with  a  body  of  the  Mojlem  troops,  rav; 
feveral  of  the  imperial  provinces  in  .^<?,v without  any  coi 
dcrablc  lofs.  A  very  large  and  refplendent  comet,  if  we 
believe  that  writer,  likewife  appeared  at  this  time  there  *. 
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In  the  tl6th  year  of  the  Hejra^  Soliman  Ebn  tlefnam  ad-  tiis  arms 
vanced  into  the  imperial  Arfnenia^  coihinitted  feme  tivz^f^^fucce/s/ul 
there,  and  then  tcturned  into  the  Mojlem  territories.     ^xx^Qgainft 
t^e  learn  frotti  Theopbanes^  who  gives  us  no  account  of  any  far-  '^^  Khi* 
thcr  operations  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign.   How-  ^*"r 
ever,  there  is  fome  reafon  to  believe,  that,  about  this  titne^ 
^ad  Ebn  AbiglMy  another  of  the  iCZ^tf/z/'s  generals,  gained 
fcveral  vifiories  over  the  troops  of  the  Khdkdn^  and  killed  that 
prince  himfelf  in  fingle  combat.     We  arc  told  by  an  authoi" 
often  cited  here,  that  Hejham  fent  one  AbtTalmalec^  an  Arab  of 
Jioble  extraSion,  in  the  Ii6th  year  of  the  Hijra,  to  prefide 
Over  the  Mojlemi  in  Sfain  \  who,  by  his  tyranny,  rendered 
himfelf  extremely  difagreeable  to  them.     He  found  himfelf  in-^ 
'Capable  of  protecting  the  country  under  his  governriient  front 
the  infults  of  the  French ;  and  having  once  attempted  to  pafs 
die  Pyrenees^  in  order  to  take  vengeance  of  that  nation^  hd 
'ir^z  driven  back  into  the  plains  of  Ctltiberia  with  veiy  great 
ilaughter.     CednniiS  feems  to  intimate^  that  Soliman  Ebn  He* 
fiam  took  many  jprifoners  in  his  Armenian  expedition,  men-" 
tiontd  by  Tbeopbanes\    but  neither  of  thofe  hiftorians  has 
handed  down  to  us  the  particulars  of  that  expedition  ^. 

THi  following  year,  Modmiyah  Ebn  liejham  made  an  ir*  Moiivl' 
Itiption  into  the  imperial  territories ;  but  the  Greeks  foon  af-  yah  maka 
i.fembling  a  confiderable  force,  he  could  not  long  niaintain  ^» '»''^<^ 
\  himlelf  there.     He,  therefore,  returned  into  Syrta^  without  ^!'^"  'f ' 
■.having  efFeded  any  thing  confiderable;   and,  according  to'^-^'f'^' 
^  Tbeopdaneiy  in  his  march,  vvas  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe.  ^f'"'*''^* 
I  Nothing  material  happened  this  year  in  Spain,  under  Abd'al^^''** 
^.miec^s  oppreffivc  admin iftration  there*     We  muft  not  forget 
I'to  obfcrve,  that  Ali  Ebn  Abd'allah,  the  gtaridfather  of  /Ibul 
\  Ahhai  Al  Saffdh,  the  firft  Khaltf  of  the  houfc  of  Al  Abhds^ 
^  died  in  the  1 17th  year  of  the  Hejra,  in  the  78th  year  of  his 
^agc,  and  left  twp-and- twenty  children  behind  him  *. 
\     About  the  119th,  or  the  120th,  year  of  the  Htjra^  Soli-SoUthan 
[pidn  Ebn  Hejham  ravaged  fome  of  the  irhperial  provinces  Ebn  Hel-« 
l^ontiguous  to  the  Khalifa  dominions,  and  carried.  ofF  with  A^aro  '*«■' 


ifrder  to  do  his  fon  SoVitnaft^  who  had  tgicen  him  prifoneri^^^^'^^''" 
kthe  greater  honour,  as  well  as  to  ilrike  a  terror  into  the 

^GtoRci.  Cedren.  ubi  fup.  p.  4^^.  ^  THEoi»riAN.  ubi  fup. 
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-   imperial  court,  treated  with  the  higheft  marks  of  difllnc- 
tion,  as  though  he  had  been  really  a  member  of  the  im- 
perial family ;  fending"  him  to  Jerufalemy  and  all  the  other 
principal  cities  of  Syria,  cfcortcd    by  a  numerous  body  of 
troops,  and  attended  by  a  very  fptcndid  retinue.    But  how- 
ever his  fiibjeds  might  be  pleafed  with  fuch  oftentation  and 
parade,  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  Khaltf  himfelf  reaped 
any  r?ma'kable  advantage  from  this  prepoderous  condiifi* 
In  the  1 1 8th  year  of  the  Hejro  died  Abd*almdUc  Ebn  Refa'a^ 
Hijhdm*^  governor  of  Egypt ^  and  was  fuccecded  by  Ab^alrab- 
man  Ebn  Khaled  Ebn  Mojaffir  Al  FahdmL  The  following  y ear^ 
the  Khalif  removed  the  tyrant  /tbdalmalecy  to  the  unlpeakabic 
joy  of  the  Mojlems  there,  from  his  government  of  Spain  «. 
Acctnmt  of     The  next  year,  Soliman  Ebn  Hefiam  fell  again  into  the 
tbe  Arab  ^  imperial  territories,  where  he  committed  dieaSful  depreda- 
mffairs  in  tions*     Amongft  the  captives  he  carried  into  flavery,  there 
iipaio.       ^as  one  Euflathtus,  the  fbn  of  Mariania,    a  Greek  of  di- 
ftinftion,  whom  he  took  with  him  to  the Kbalt/^s  court,  in  ordcf 
to  fet  off  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  him  in  this  expedition* 
»  After  Hejham  had  difmiffed  AbcFalmdlscy  to  the  great  joy  of 

the  Arabs  there,  from  the  honourable  poft  he  had  h  unjuftly 
enjoyed  a  confiderable  time  in  Spain,  he  appointed  one 
Ocha,  or  rather  Okbe,  to  prcfide  over  the  Arab^  of  that  pro- 
vince in  his  room.  Okba,  upon  his  arrival  at  Corduhuy  im- 
pnfoned  his  predeceilbr,  loaded  him  with  irons,  and  deprived 
of  their  offices  all  the  judges  and  governors  of  cities,  that 
owed  to  him  their  elevation.  He  likewife  obFi^ed  the  Arabs 
tinder  hb  government  to  obferve  ftridUy  the  ceremonies,  as 
well  as  the  moral  duties,  injoined  by  their  religion,  colIeAed 
the  tribute  exa6^ed  of  the  Cbrijfian$  with  the  utmoft  rigour, 
took  all  opportunities  that  offered  of  filling  the  KbaUf*s  cd- 
fers,  and  brought  all  the  moft  enormous  offenders  to  condign 
punifliment.  However,  as  he  governed  exad^ly  according 
to  law,  the  Mojlems  could  not  with  any  colour  of  reafon  com- 
plain of  the  iniquity  of  his  adminiftration.  He  meditated 
an  expedition  againft  the  French^  but  was  not  able  to  carry 
his  defign  into  execution.  Being  arrived  at  Saragefa  with  his 
ffeet,  he  received  advice  from  the  coaft  of  Africa^  that  the 
Mojlems  of  Spain  had  an  intention  to  depofe  him ;  upon  whidi, 
he  pofled  away  with  all  poffible  celerity  firft  to  Cordubuy  and 
afterwards  to  the  continent  of  Africa,  where  he  aflembled  a 
body  of  troops,  with .  which  he  returned  to  Spain,  put  the 
ringleaders  of  the  projected  revolt  to  death,  and  fettled  him- 
feU  once  more  in  his  former  poft.     Afterwards  growing  very 

*  Theophan.  ulnfup.   Geokc.  Cedren.  hifioriar.  compend* 
p.  457.  Abu  Jaafar'AvTabarj,  Ab  Maki2^  abi  fiip.  p.  to. 
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mfiritt,  be  rdigncd  the  government  to  his  predeceflbf  AbJtaU 
make  in  the  124th  year  of  the  Hejria^  with  the  unanimous 
approbation  of  ail  the  KhaMfs  Aibje£ts  in  Spain^  a  little  before 
he  died.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  Abialrah^ 
man  Ebn  Kbdkd  Ebn  Mofqffir  Ebn  Tabit  Al  Fahami  was  re- 
moved from  the  government  of  Egyptj  after  h^  had  refided 
there  about  a  year,  and  Handala  Ebn  Sajwan  Al  Calhi  fubfii- 
tbCed  in  his  room  1>. 

In  the  120th  year  of  the  Hejra^  Hejham  retnoved  Khdled  Abnafe* 
AlKarli.hom  the  lieutenancy  of /r^i,  and  appointed  Tu/efhtiyytl 
Ebn  Omar  Al  Tbakifi  to  prefide  over  that  province.     It  ap-  confiitutid 
pears  from  fome  of  the  authors  followed  by  Al  Making  that  one  patriarch 
Jhrnkhayyal  V92&  about  this  time  conftituted  patriarch  ot  AU-  of  k\e- 
Mftdria^  and  afterwards  perfecutcd  by  Abd^almalec  Ebn  Mufa  xandria^ 
£t»  ifoTr^  origtnaUy  a  'JeWy  at  that  time  governor  oi  Egypt ; 
who  firft  imprifoned  him,  and  then  extorted  from  htm  a  large 
fum  of  money,  which  he  was  obliged  to  beg  of  the  Chrtfilans 
fetded  in  Egypt  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  provinces.   But 
as  the  fa£b  touched  upon  in  this  relation  have  not  been  men- 
tioned by  EutychiuSj  or  Sa*td  Ebn  Batrik^  who  has  written  the 
fulleft  and  moft  particular  account  of  the  aiFairs  of  the  church 
of  Alixandria^  during  this  period,  we  will  not  take  upon  us  to 
detennine  whether  Al  Makhy  or  rather  the  authors  he  foU 
Wed,  are  abfolutely  to  be  depended  upon  in  the  point  before 
us«.       • 

The  following  year,  being  the  121ft  of  the  HejrOy  Zeid  ZcidnM 
Ebn  Alt  Ebn  Hofein  Ebn  Alt  Ebn  Abu  TaUb  aiTembled  an  againft 
ar^yof  14,060  men  at  Cufa\,  and  obliged  the  inhabitants  of /ifr/Kha- 
that  city  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  him.     But,  upon  the  lif»  andi$ 
approach  of  Tuft f  Ebn  Omaty  the  governor  of  Bafra^  with  a  defeated 
body  of  troops  to  cxtinguifli  this  rebellion,  they  aflced  him  h  V-ufcf 
what  were  his  fentiments  of  Abu  Beer  and  Omar  ?    He  re-  ^^° 
flied,  he  had  always  entertained  a  good  opinion  of  them,  ^^^t 
Upon  which,  they  renounced  their  allegiance  to  him,  re- 
funded their  former  oath,  and  immediately  deferted  him;  fo 
that  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  ftand  an  engagement  with 
only  fourteen  men.     He  could  not,  therefore,  forbear  obferv- 
jug,  that  the  Cufans^  by  their  infamous  conduct  on  this  occa- 
fion,  had  aded  in  c^aradler,  and  played  over  again  the  game 
of  Hefein.     In  fine,  Yufef  eafily  defeated  him,  pierced  his 
brain  with  an  arrow,  and  confequently  killed  him  upon  the 
fpot*    Of  the  few  Cdfani  that  attended  him,  not  one  efcaped, 

^  Theopban.  et  C£DR£N.  ubi  fup.  RoDERic.  ToLETAN.  ubi 
fop.cxv.  ^BU  JAAFAR  AlTabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p. 
80.  c  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin.  obi  Cup. 

^  80, 82,  83. 
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After  the  end  of  the  adion^  Tufefoi^tieA  his  head  to  be  cut 
off,  and  fent  it  to  the  Kbalifi  by  whofe  command  it  was  Rxed 
upon  one  of  the  gates  of  Damafcus.     His  body  was  dcpofited 
in  a  fepulchre  the  fame  night  he  died,  out  of  which  it  was  ta> 
ken  the  next  morning,  and  affixed  to  a  crofs  or  gibbet  erected 
for  that  purpofe ;  but  foon  after  reduced  to  afbes,  by  an  ex- 
prefs  order  of  the  Khalif.     His  fon,  in  Drder  to  avoid  meet- 
ing with  the  fame  fate,  fled  to  Balkhy  the  metropolis  of  Kh^ 
rafan^  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Lorafpes^  the  father  of  Hy- 
dafpts^  king  o^  Perjia^  about  the  time  t!tizt  Nebuchadnezzar 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Jerufakm,     Some  believe  that  it  was 
built  by  Alexander  the  Great,  and  from  him  at  iirft  denomi- 
nated Alexandria  ;  but  Golius,  with  a  greater  degree  of  proba- 
bility, takes  it  to  anfwer  to  the  £^if7ri2  of  the  andents.     Be 
that  as  it  will,  it  is  fituated  in  a  very  pleafant  and  fertile  coun- 
try, upon  the  Dehdjh,  a  fine  river  that  pafles  by  its  fuburbS) 
and,  about  twelve  parafangs  from  the  city,  difcharges  itfelf 
into  the  Oxus.     Soon  after  the  extin6tion  of  the  preceding 
rebellion,   Mojlema  Ebn  Abd'almdUc^  the  Khalifas  brother, 
penetrated  into  the  imperial  territories,  and  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  Catamanay  a  city  of  confiderable  note.     Merwdn 
Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Merwan,  furnamed  Himar,  fubdued  alfo 
this  year  Serir  AlDheheb,  or  rather  Serir  AlTifcheb^  that  is,  tbi 
throne  of  gold,  a  province  fituated  between  the  Euxine  and 
Cafpian  feas,  in  which  the  city  of  Derbent  ftands,  called  by 
the  Turks  Demir  Capiy  the  iron  gate  ;  and  impofed  upon  the 
Khan,  or  prince  of  that  country,  after  he  had  plundered  and 
pillaged  the  inhabitants  of  it,  an  annual  tribute.     Theopbanei 
alfo  feems  to  intimate,  that  Soliman  Ebn  Hejhdm  conquered 
that  tra6]t  this  very  year  \  which  not  a  little  fupports  what  has 
been  advanced  on  this  head  by  the  Arab  hiftorians  •** 

The  next  year,  being  the  I22d  of  the  Hejra,  Mojlem  Ehn 
Meflema  Abialmalec  Ebn  Merwan,  HeJhMs  brother,  departed  this 
dies,  life.     He  was  the  ^reateft  general  of  the  age,  and  had  diiiin- 

guifhed  himfelf  on  many  occafions  above  the  other  Arab  com" 
manders,  both  by  his  courage  and  condu<^.  This  year  the 
Khalif  ordered  a  bridge  to  be  built  over  the  Euphrates,^  the 
condrudion  of  which  began  on  the  Syrian  bank  of  that  river, 
oppofite  to  the  city  of  Callinicum  in  Mefopotamia  •• 

'  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  8f. 
Greo.  Abu'l-Faraj,  nbi  fup.  p.  207.  Yakut,  Ebn  Haw- 
kaL.  GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  17J,  176.  Sharif  Al  Edrisi. 
Khoyjdemir,  Theophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  344.  D^Herbel.  Biblioth. 
orient,  in  art.  Hefcbiam  Ben  Abdalmaleh^  p.  ^51. 

«  A>Bu  ]aafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  Diohts. 
TfLM^i^cNs.  et  Jos.  Sim.  A^seman.  ubi  fup.  p.  107.. 
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In  the  123d  year  of  the  Hejra^  commencing  November  A  blazing 
a6th,  740,  the  khallf  Hejhamj  as  wc  find  aflcrtcd  by  Theo^ftar  ap* 
phaniSy  ordered  a  very  confiderable  number  of  Cbrtjiian  c^l^- pears, 
tives,  taken  by  his  generals  in  their  irruptions  into  the  im* 
perial  territories,  to  be  put  to  the  fword.     Which  article, 
however,  feems  too  repugnant  to  the  civil  and  religious  con- 
fiitution  of  the  Mojlems^  as  her^  before  defcribed,  to  be  ad« 
mitted  as  a  certain  and  indubitable  truth.     Either  this  or  the 
following  year,  about  the  beginning  of  January^  a  remark- 
able comet,  or  blazing- ftar,  is  faid  to  have  appeared  f. 

The  next  year,  being  the  1 24th  year  of  the  Hejra^  HeJImm  A  rthel* 
fcnt  Handala  Ebn  Safwan^  the  governor  of  Egypt y  into  Africa^  Hon  in 
and  appointed  Hafas  Ebn  Al  fFaltdto  prefide  over  the  people  of  Africa. 
^DP^'    Ia  ^1^1^  P<>A  Hafai  continued  till  the  death  of  Hejbam  \ 
but  was  removed  from  it  by  Al  WalUEbn  Tezid  Ebn  AbeTal^ 
malecy  the  Khalifa  fuccefforjwho  fiibftituted  Ifa  Ebn  Ahi  Aid  in 
his  room.  This  year  the  bridge  over  the  Tigris  at  Amida  hav- 
ing received  great  damage  from  an  inundation,  He]ham  ordered 
it  to  be  repaired,  or  rather  rebuilt,  and  procured  a  confiderabk 
number  of  archite£ts,whome(  together  ^tArmda  for  tHat  purpofe; 
The  conftrudion  of  this  bridge  was,  however,  a  work  of  fo 
much  difficulty,  that  it  was  not  finifhed  before  the  KhaUf% 
death.     About  the  fame  time,  according  to  Dionyfius  Jelma^ 
renfisy  moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  Edejfa  were  deftroyed  by  an 
inundation  of  the  DefaneSy  whi/ch  laid  almoft  all  the  houfes 
ihere  under  water  j  tho',  if  we  will  believe  TbeophaneSy  that 
inundation  happened  on  the  28th  day  of  the  month  PeritiuSy 
ox  Februaryy  in  the  preceding  year.     About  the  year  we  are 
now  upon,  if  Roderic  of  Toledo  may  be  attended  to,  there 
was  a  rebellion  in  the  weftern  part  of  Africa^  which  probably 
extended  itfelf  into  Nigritiay  or  at  lead  to  the  frontiers  of 
that  country,  as  the  rebel  army,  according  toliim,  confifled  of 
Mwrsy  fome  of  whom,  in  their  complexions  and  frizled  hair, 
refembled  the  NegroeSy  or  Blacks  j  and  were  men  of  fuch  de- 
termined courage  and  refolution,  that  they  defeated  an  army 
of  ico,ooq  men  fcnt  againft  them  by  the  Khali/.-    Nay,  their 
general,  flufhed  with  this  fuccefs,  it  that  author  may  be  cre- 
dited, meditated  the  conqueft  o( Spain;  which  excited  even 
many  of  the  Khalf/s  (ah'jc&s  there  to  a  revolt.     However, 
Abd*almdlecy  Hejkdm^s  governor  of  that  province,  proved  fu- 
pcrior  tp  the  rebels,  drove  a  large  body  of  them  from  ToledOy 
after  they  had  befieged  that  city  twenty-fix  days,  cut  many  of 
them  to  pieces,  difperfed  the  reft,  and  obliged  two  other  bo- 
dies of  them  to  return  to  their  duty.     But,  notwithftanding 
this,  the  rebel  general,  who  had  fet  up  for  himfelf  in  Africoy 

^  DioNvs.  Telmarens.   et  Jos.  Sim.  Assbman.  ubi  fup« 
THEopUANEt,  ubi  fap.  p.  347.  ' 
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according  to  Rodertc^  ttill  continued  to  ai&rt  his  independency 
there.    Nay,  he  not  only  baffled  all  the  Kbahf*s  efibfts  to  re-: 
duce  him^  but  likewife  found  himfelf  in  a  coadition  to  exten4 
his  frontiers.     For,  he  fent  an  army,  under  the  command  of 
Ahfalrahman^  one  of  his  generals,  to  invade  Spain  \  which 
advanced  to  Corduba^  reduced  that  place,  took  JbJfalmaUc  alive 
in  it,  and  put  him  to  a  cruel  death.     Could  this  relation  of 
RodtrU  be  intirely  depended  upon,  it  would  Teem  to  imply^ 
that,  before  the  commencement  of  this  rebellion,  the  Kbakf*% 
arms  had  penetrated  into  the  interior  part  of  Afric^^  and  in- 
duced at  leaft  a  coniiderable  part  of  the  country  of  GatuUa.^  if 
not  Nigriiiay  to  the  obedience  of  that  powerful  prince  $  tho^' 
the  time  when  that  conqueft  was  made  has  not  been  dearly 
pointed  out  to  us  by  any  of  the  Arab  hiftorians  <• 
He(htm*/      In  the  125th  year  of  the  Htjra^  commencing  Novemhtr 
death  and  4th,  742,  on  the  fixth  day  of  the  latter  Rabi^  tlejham  Ebm 
^haraStr,  Abdahncdcc  died  at  Rujafa^  after  he  had  fat  nineteen  years 
feven  months  and  eleven  days  upon  the  Mojkm  throne.     He 
was  fifty- three,  or,  according  to  Abtfl-Faraj^  fifty-five,  or^ 
as  others  will  have  it,  fifty-nx,  years  of  age,  at  the  time  of 
his  death.     With  regard  to  his  peribn,  he  was  of  a  fair  com* 
plexion,  though  his  hair  was  of  a  reddifli,  or  fandy,  colour. 
Some  of  the  Arab  hiftorians  relate,  that  he  was  fquint-eyed^ 
and  had  a  very  ugly  face ;  tho',  according  to  others,  that  ble- 
mifh,  or  defe^,  in  him  was  not  at  all  unbecoming.  He  tinged 
his  beard  with  Al  Henna  and  Al  Catanty  in  the  fame  manner 
as  did  the  prophet  himfelf,  and  his  im'mediate  fucceflbrs.     Iq 
relation  to  his  chara6ter,  it  has  been  obferved  by  fome  of  the 
eaftern  writers,  that  he  governed  without  any  prime  minlfler  ; 
tho*,  being  of  a  covetous  and  rapacious  difpofition,  he  greatly 
harafled  his  fubjeds.    He  had  many  wardrobes,  which  Cannot 
be  faid  of  any  of  his  predeceflbrs,  and  therein  an  infinity  of 
garments ;  tho',  haying  fealed  them  all  up,  his  fucceflbr  J§ 
ff^alidcould  not  find  a  winding-fheet  to  wr9p  his  body  in  after 
his  deceaie,  till  a  fervant  brought  him  one  for  that  purpofe. 
His  fecretaries  offtate  were  Sa*id  Ebn  AlWialid  Al  Abrajh  M 
Calbiy  his  principal  favourite,  and  Mohammed  Ebn  Abdtattd^ 
Ebn  Hurita  \   the  captain  of  his  guards  Caab  Ebn  Homed i 
his  judge,  or  Kddiy  Mohammed  Ebn  Safwdn  Al  yamjami  y 
and  his  chs^mberlain  Gdleb,  his  freed-man.    ^The  infcnptioa 
pf  his  feal  was,  IVife  judgment  is  a  fat  beafl  of  burden^    The 
firft  and  laft  days  of  his  reign  are  faid  to  have  been  Wednef 
4oy.  One  of  his  fons  afflgning  once  as  a  reafon  for  aot  attend- 

<  Abu  ]trKVk%  Al  Tabar.  At  Maipin,  obi  fop.  p.  81,  84. 
Ko5eric.  Toletan.  bifl.  Arab,  ad  cale.  AIMak.  hift.  Saracen. 
ab  Erpenio  edit.  Lugd.  Datavor,  1625.  c.  xvi, 
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ing  divine  fervicc  in  the  mofque,  that  he  had  no  beaft  to  carry 
him  thither ;  the  Khahy  forbad  him  the  ufe  of  either  horfe  or 
camel  for  a  whole  year.     One  of  his  fubjefls  having  been  ac- 

.  cufed  of  drinking  wine,  'as  well  as  keeping  fingitig  girls,  and 
playing  on  a  lute,  and  brought  before  him  with  the  inftrument 
he  was  (o  much  delighted  with,  the  Khali/  faidi  Beat  that 
drum  about  the  rafcaVs  ^ars.  Upon  which,  fome  of  his  do- 
mef!ics  beat  the  fellow  with  the  lute,  and  he  fbed  tears  plen- 
tifully; Bein^  then  advifed  to  take  his  punifliment  patiently^ 
and  not  difgrace  himfelf  by  Weeping,  he  faid,  /  iveep  not  be- 
<aufe  J  am  treated  in  this  manner^  hut  hecauje  he  fo  contemptu^ 
^ufty  calls  try  lute  a  drum>  We  are  told  by  TheophaneSy  that 
Hejham  permitted  the  Chrijlians  of  /ntioch  to  chufe  for  their 

'  fiatriarch,  after  they  had  been  deprived  of  one  forty  years  by 
tbe  Arahsy  Stephen^  a  monk  of  uncommon  fan<Stty  and  aufle* 
ritv  of  Ufe,  and  one  with  whom  he  had  contra6ted  a  parti- 
cular intimacy  ;  which  they  confidered  as  a  blefling  derived  !• 
them  immediately  from  heaven.  This  article,  though  pafTed 
over  in  filcnce  by  other  Chrijihn  vwitcrs,  has  likewift  been 
banded  down  to  us  by  Cedrenus  in  almoft  the  fame  terms: 
Hefiim  has  been  reprefented  by  Khondetinr^  who  tells  uf,  that 
he  would  not  truft  any  perfon  with  the  keys  of  Ws  coflFers  in 
Mrfaich  his  treafurcs  were  dcpofitcd,  as  one  of  the  moft  avari^ 
ciotts  princes  that  eVer  lived  ;  which,  indeed,  perfeSly  agrcei 
with  the  character  given  of  him  by  other  hiftorians.  Never-* 
thclefs,  he  loved  horfes  extremely,  of  which  he  kept  at  leaft 
40CO  in  his  ftables.  After  his  death,  700  coffers  full  of 
moveables,  linen,  and  garments,  or  habit*?,  of  various  kinds ; 
amongft  which  1000  breeches  and  10,000  fhirts  were  founds 
locked  and  fealed  up  with  his  proper  feal.  The  diftemper  of 
which  hedied  was  the  quinfey,  according  to  Abu'l-Paraj,  His 
body  was  interred  at  Ruf&fa^  a  city  feppofcd  to  have  been 
either  founded  or  rebuilt  by  him  ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  ire 
order  to  diftinguiih  it  from  other  places  of  the  fame  name, 
fome  of  the  eaftern  writers  ftilc  it  the  Rufafa  of  Hejham,  But, 
notwithftanding  what  may  have  been  infinuated  to  the  con-  ' 
trary  by  fevcral  of  the  Mojlem  authors,  Rufafa  could  not 
have  been  founded  by  Hejham^  as  he  refided  there  before  her 
was  Khalifa  and  confe<|uently  before  he  was  capable  of  at- 
tempting fuch  a  foundation.  However,  he  afterwards  pro- 
bably repaired  and  enlarged  this  city,  which  was  the  Refciph^ 
('iHyitbat)  of  Ptolemy^  as  has  been  remarked  above,  and  is  fre- 
quently mentioned  by  the  Syriac  v/ritcrs.  It  has  been  already 
obferved,  that  Conjlantine^  furnamcd  CcpronymuSy  Leo  Ifauri^^' 
cus*s  fon,  was  attacked,  defeated,  and  taken  prifoner,  ac- 
cording to  the  authors  followed  by  Jl  Alakin^  by  one  of //Ir- 
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/ham's  fons  ^  but  that  this  was  utterly  inconfiflent  with  what 
has  been  related  of  that  prince  by  the  Greek  and  Latin  hiftb* 
rians.  We  muft  beg  leave  farther  to  remark,  that  Jhu  Ab^ 
fallah  Mohamnud  Ebn  Sirin^  who  wrote  a  treatife  concerning 
the  interpretation  of  dreams,  upon  the  principles  of  the  bod; 
compof«pd  by  Abu  IJhak  Al  Kermdni^  flourifhed  in  the  reign  of 
this  prince  ;  and  that  Hefham  had  two  fmall  lordihtps,  called 
Al  Haba  and  Al  Mara^  in  .the  di  jtrift  of  Rakkoj^  that  br^^ght 
l^im  in  ao  annual  revenue  of  1 0,000  dirhms  ^^ 

S  E  c  T.  xvn, 

f{e  hfiu.  |-  -rpoN  the  dczth of  Hejhdm,  AlWalidj  in  purfuanceof  hii 
Amard  ■  ^^^^^^  Xr^id^s  laft  will  and  teftament,  mounted  the  Mof, 
/i|  VY^iflf  y^^^  throne.  He  was  furnamcd  Abi^l  Abbas^  and  proclaimed 
JLhalif  the  very  day  that  his.  uncle  Hejham  died ;  being  then 
^bout  forty  years  of  age.  His  mother  0mm  Al  Hejaj  Was  the 
daughter  of  Mohammed  Ebn  Tufef  Ebn  Al  Hakem  Ebn  Abu 
Qkail  Al  Thakifi.  He  had  been  treated  with  great  kindncis, 
^nd  ^ven  marks  of  diftin£iion,  by  Hejhdmy  till  he  had  totally 
eiven  himfelf  up  to  a  moft  diflblute  courfe  of  life.  But  at  laft, 
by  fpending  his  time  in  drunkennefs,  and  difcovering  an  abfo- 
)ute  difregard  for  all  the  religious  obfervances  and  inftitutions 
of  the  Mpjlems^  he  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  that  prince  \ 
who,  finding  his  nephew's  life  to  be  little  better  than  one  con-? 
tinucd  fcene  of  debauchery,  firft  reproved  him  for  the  enonni- 
ties  he  was  guilty  of,  and  then,  upon  his  remaining  ftill  incor- 
rigible, altered  the  whole  courfe  of  his  condu(5l  towards  him. 
AllValid^  not  being  able  to  bear  the  rigoroust  reatment  he  met 
with  from  Hejhdm^  retired,  with  his  friends  and  domeftics,  to 
A^r^k^  where  he  remained  till  his  uncle's  death ;  of  which  be- 
ing apprized  by  two  couriers,  he  poiled  away  with  the  ut-; 
mofl  celerity  to  DapiafcHs^  in  order  to  take  pofleffion  of  the 
Khalifat.  During  his  refidcnce  at  A%raky  according  to  fbmeof 
the  esftcrn  writers,  AlfVdlidhthzvt^  not  only  in  an  irreproach- 
gbl^,  but  even  an  exemplary  manner ;  tho',  after  his  elevation 
tQ  t|ie  Moflem  throne,  be  ipoii  relapfed  into  his  former  ex* 

*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Masik,  ubi  fop.  p.  Si,  82. 
Pr(g.  Abu'l-Faraj,  obi  fup.  p.  307,  208.  Eutych.  ubi  fup. 
p.  388,  389.  Ism.  Abulfed.  de  vit.  Mohammed,  c.  Ixv,  p.  143. 
JpAN-  Gacn.  not.  ip  Abulfed.  ibid.  Tu^ophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  349. 
^GpoRc.  Cedhen.  ubi  fvip.  p.  460.  Khpndemir,  Ebn  Shohnah. 
Vide  ctiam  D'H^hbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  ubi  fup.  p.  451.  Yakut, 
Cp^ii  npt.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  553,  354.  Ptol.  geograpb.  Jib. 
?.  c.  18.  Gedrq.  Jac.  IlEHR,  ubi  fup.  Jos.  Sim.Assbman.  dif- 
ft  flat,  4c  MoPOfhy  fit . 
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oefles,  and  abandoned  himfelf  to  all  forts  of  debaucheries. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  aforefaid  courier,  he  immediately  if^ 
fued  an  order  to  thofe  who  prefided  over  Hejham^s  treafures^ 
which  were  immcnfc,  to  fecure  every  thing  for  his  ufe :  up* 
on  which »  Ayjady  Al  Wali^^  fecretary,  being  relea.ed  out 
of  the  prifon  where  he  had  been  confined  by  Hejham^  af- 
fixed the  new  Khalif*%  feal  to  all  the  doors  of  the  treafuries, 
^nd  would  not  fuffer  any  pfrfon  to  approach  them  before  hi9 
Diafter  had  taken  upon  himfelf  the  goyernment.     Hence,  ac- 
cording toAbu'l-Farajy  it  came  to  pafs,  that  Galeb^  Hejham'% 
freed-man,  was  obliged  to  wrap  up  that  prince's  corp(e  in  a 
winding- {heet,  nothing  better  being  at  that  time  to  be  found. 
AlWodid  is  faid  to  have  treated  his  predeceiTor's  friends  and  do- 
meftics  with  extreme  feverity  ;  telling  them,  that  this  was  the 
very  fame  treatment  he  and  his  adherents  had  met  with  from 
their  mafier.     The  lame   and  the   blind   of  Damafcus  he 
cloathed  and  fupplied  with  plenty  of  provifions,  and  diftri-. 
buted  a  vaft  Quantity  of  perfumes  and  coflly  apparel  amongft 
the  women  of  that  city,  foon  after  his  acceffion.     In  fine,  he  • 
was  prodigal  to  a  furprizing  degree ;  never  refufing  any  favour 
to  a  pcrfbn  who  put  up  a  petition  to  him.     Having  increafed 
with  a  tenth  part  the  pay  of  all  the  troops  within  his  vaft  and 
moft  extenfive  dominions,  he  wonderfully  conciliated  the  af- 
fedions  of  the  foldiery  to  him  ;  fo  that  he  eafily  prevailed 
;  upon  them,  and  of  courfe  the  whole  body  of  his  fubjeSs, 
to  agree  to  the  fettlement  of  the  fucceflion  upon  bis  two 
fons  Al  Hakem  and  Othmatij  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  fur- 
vivor  was  deftined,  after  the  death  of  the  other,  to  afcend 
the  MoJUm  throne.     It  appears  from  the  eaftern  writers,  that 
Tabya  Ehn  Zeid  Ebn  AH  Ebn  Hofein^  who,  after  his  father's 
death,  had  made  his  efcape  to  Balkhy  the  metropolis  of  Kho- 
rafariy  was  defeated  and  put  to  the  fword  by  a  body  of  Al 
f^alid's  troops  at  furjan^   Jurjana^  or  Gtorgiana^  in  the 
125th  year  of  the  hejra^  not  long  after  HeJhMs  death.  The 
body  of  this  Imam  (for  fo  he  is  called  by  the  followers  of  Alt) 
was  firft  affixed  to  a  gibbet,  or  crofs,  and  afterwards  reduced 
to  aibes,  which  were  thrown  into  the  Euphrates^  according 
to  Abu* I' Far aj.     But  this  laft  particular  feems  to  be  a  mif- 
take,  a's  the  city  of  Georgiana^  the  metropolis  of  a  province 
•f  the  £ime  name,  is  faid  by  fome  to  belong  to  Khcrafan^  by 
ethers  to  Taberijlan^  and  by  others  to  Khowarazm^  not  far 
from  the  coaft  of  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  confequently  at  a  very 
confiderable  diftance  from  the  Euphrates,     This  year,  that  is, 
the  125th  of  the  Hejra^  the  repofe  of  the  Arab  dominions  in 
SpaifBy  according  to  Roderic  of  Toledo^  was  difturbed  by  civil 
diflenfions.  Al  Pralid (enx.  ont  Abu' I  Katar  to  take  upon  himfelf 
l|ie  goyeriunent  of  that  province;  but  he  was  opf  ofed  by  >he 
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^rabs  there^  under  the  condud  of  I/maei  and  Tobtfty  two  of 
their  countrymen,  who  at  laft  found  an  opportunity  of  cut- 
ting him  ofr :  after  which  event,  Tohan  was  unanimoufly  de- 
clared the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Mojlems  in  Spain.  The 
fame  year  the  KhaUf*s  forces  made  an  irruption  into  the  impe- 
rial territories,  where  they  committed  dreadful  depredations, 
and  carried  off  with  them  an  incredible  number  of  Cbrifliam 
prifoners.    .About  the  fame  time,  the  emperor  Cenftantine^ 
furnamed  Copronymus^  fent  Andreas  Spatharius  his  embafiadof 
toDamafcuSy  to  follicit  fuccours  of  /flff^alid-,  and  Artabajdus^ 
his  competitor,  difpatched  Gregorius  Logethetay  as  his  mini- 
fter,  on  the  (ame  occafion;  to  the  Khalips  court.  It  has  been 
remarked  by  T3!^^^iw«^/,  thzt  P^ter,  the  metropolitan  of  Dtf- 
tnafcusy  had  his  tongue  cut  out  out,  for  refle£ling  upon  the 
Mohammedan  tenets,  by  Aifp^alid's  order,  and  was  afterwards 
banifbed  to  JTaman;  as  alfo,  that  both  he  and  another  Cbri' 
J^ian  of  the  fame  name,  at  Maiuma  in  PaUfliney  taStmL 
martyrdom  the  fattie  y<»r  ^ ' 
At  Wa-        Tn%  following  year,  being  the  1 26th  of  the  Htjra^  be- 
'  lid.V  i/^4i/A ginning  O£lobir  25th,  743,  Al ff^altd  optnly  profefled  Z/jiiT. 
andcba*  ajm^    a  fpecies   of  infidelity   nearly  refembllng  Sadducifm 
ra^er.      amongft  the  ^/o;!,  and  perhaps  not  very  remote  from  the 
Deifm  of  fome  of  our  modern  unbelievers,  if  we  will  believe 
the  Perfian  hiftorians ;  which,   together  with  his  flagitioia : 
and  abandoned  courfe  of  life,  the  genuine  confequ^nce  of  the 
impious  principles  he  maintained,  gave  fuch  oflR^nce  to 
people  of  Syriay  that  they  unanimoufly  refolved  to  depoft, 
him.    In  order  to  which,  they  chofc  Ye%ldy  the  fon  of  AiIFa>' 
lidh  his  coufin-^erman,  for  their  le^er,  and  inaugur^itcij 
him  Khalifa     Yezid  was  no  fooner  placed  on  the  throne,  tha 
he  aflembled  a  body  of  troops,  and  marched  againft  AlWalU 
who  then  redded  in  the  territory  olBoheira^  at  a  fmall  diftancS} 
fvomDamafcus.     The  mutineers  eafily  viifperfed  the  KhaUf*§i 
forces,  and  befieged  him  in.  his  palace.     At  their  firft  appear*^ 
.   ance  before  the  gates,  he  expoftulated  with  them,  and  re^ 

proached  them  with  ingratitude  ;  telling  them,  that  *<  he  hi 
^  **  eafed  them  of  their  taxes,  relieved  their  needy,  4nd 
**  more  generous  to  them  than  any  of  his  predeceflbrs." 
which  they  replied,  that  ^*  tho'  they  were  by  no  means  flraa^i 

'  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  At  Makin,  ubi  fop.  p.  84.  £i^« 
TTCH.  patriarch.  Alexandrin.  annal.  nbi  (up.  p.  388,  389.  GaiOtf' 
AbuVFaraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  209,  aio.  EbnShohnah,  Kh9N]>s«J 
MIR,  CoLii  not.  ad  Alfragao:  p.  190,  191.  Abulfed.  in  geog^^ 
Hamdalla,  Said  Ebn  Ali  Al  Jurjani,  Yakut,  Albert*. 
'  SciiULT.  ind.  geograph.  ad  vit.  Salad,  in  voc.  Georgia.  Rodrrk 

ToLETAN.  ubi  fup.  c.  xvii.  p.  16.   Thsophak.  chxosograph.  f% 
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^  gers  to. his  good  qualitiea,  yet  they  at  tb^  fame  timt  knewt 

*^  diat  bis  biKl  ones  vafily  prepondemed ;  tbat  he  h«d  ir^ 

^*  quently  inebriate  hunfelf  with  wine,  kept  up  an  illicit 

<(  commerce  with  his  father's  concubines,  and  been  guilty  of 

<'  almoft  cver}rlund  of  criminal  excd&i."    After  which,  ten 

of  the  moft  refolute  of  them  forcing  their  way  into  the  palace^ 

Wit^  JlFanitty  their  leader*  or,  according  to  others,  AU^aUab 

Ehn  AbJ^^hmltx^  or»  laftlyt  as  others  will  have  it,  Wabmal 

BhfiMWaUdy  difpatched  htm  with  very  great  eaiej  he  not  at** 

tempting.to  nsake  the  leafl  refiftance.    After  his  death*  one  of 

his  hands  and  his  head  were  cut  ofF,  carried  in  triumph  thro^ 

theftreets  <>(  Damafitts^znd  at  bft*  affixed  to  one  of  the  gates 

of  that  city.     The  funeral  prayers  were  faid  over  him  by  Ibra-' 

Ami  ESm  Alff^Ud^  at  the  time  of  bis  interment,  in  the  uftial 

manner.     His  two  fons»  ///  IMttt^  and  Ottmdn^  furnamed  tba 

Ram^  w«re  inimediat<'ly  impriibncd*  as  foon  as  ITmd  had 

pommuQicated  to  the  Mojkms  the  news  of  his  aflkffinationt 

With  regard  to  his  perfon,  AlWalid  was  of  a  middle  ftature» 

I  ^  a  handfome  face,  tho'  his  hair  began  to  grow  grey,  and  a 

;ftir  complexion,    Ife  was  of  a  very  wicked  difpofition,  being 

'extremely  addided  to  gaming,  drunkennefs,  and  every  fpeciei 

it  fenfu^tty.    He  kept  company  only  with  the  younger  and 

I  more  abandoned  part  of  hisfubjecb<  He  ravi&ed  a  girl  in  one 

jef  his  drunken  fks,  and  afterwards  obliged  her  to  repeat  fome 

Ers  to  the  multitude,  with  a  veil  over  her  face*     He  is 
ife  faid  to  have  carried  wine  and  dogs  with  him  to  J^icea^ 
_  vaiUy  fond  of  hunting,  and  to  have  ordered  an  irott  'I 

|fomb  to  be  made  for  him,  which  he  propofed  to  have  placed 
[jn  a  certain  part  of  the  Ca^ibaf  Nofwithftanding  his  life  wat 
jfoe  continued  icene  of  debauchery,  ho  had  q^ick  parts,  and 
a  tolerable  good  poet ;  thu'  he  cxercifed  his  genius  chiefly 
the  moft  obfcene  and  lafdvious  fubjeds.  A  Specimen  gc 
po^ical  performances. has  been  prefervcd  hjJiJIMIfii 
irho  informs  us,  that  he  ordered  Md*ba4^  a  finger  in  favouf 
him,  to  repeat  two  or  three  verfes^  and  then  precir 
d  himfelf  thrice  into  a  fort  of  bafon,  or  refervetir,  formed 
wine  and  water  for  that  purpofe;  which  proved  a  great 
inution  of  his  authority,  and  paved  the  way  to  his  deo 
on.  Eutychius  reprefeats  him  as  a  perfon  of  coiifider* 
eloquemse,  though  this  did  not  turn  out  of  the  leaft  adtr 
aotage  either  to  himfelf  or  his  fubje6is.  To  his  other 
[enormous  crimes  he  added  that  of  gluttony,  according  to  M 
'Makin,  He  was  aflaffinated  towards  the  clofe  of  the  latter 
jomaday  after  he  had  reigned  a  year  and  three  months,  being 
[ilien  about  forty-two  years  of  age.  He  had  thirteen  chitf 
[firen,  fome  of  which  y^ere  boys,  and  others  girls.  His  fecre* 
Wj  of  flat?  was  Al4bbds  Etn  Mojl^tm  ^  his  judge,  or  Kaii^ 
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Mobammltd  Ebn  Sajwan  Al  Jamjam^  the  aq>tain  of  his 
'  guards  Ah^ahrahman  Ebn  Homaid  Al  CaWi',  daoA  his  cham- 
berlain Katriy  his  fieed-man.  The  iirft  dav  of  his  reign 
was  Thurfday^  and  the  infcriptton  of  his  feal  was,  O  Wa- 
LID,  fear  death  !  The  untimely  end  of  this  Kba&f  proved 
a  mortal  wound  to  the  houfe  of  Ornmiyab^  and  of  courfe  not  a 
little  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  the  funily  ofAJ  Abhk 
to  the  M^flem  thrdne.  Al  tValid  is  farther  faid,  by  the  Pfrfia 
hiftorians,  to  have  been  fo  impioiw  a  prince,  that  he  tart  lo 
pieces,  and  trod  under  foot,  feveral  copies  of  the  Ktram  K 

SEC  T.    XVIII. 

He  isjkc^  'y  EZID,  the  fon  of  AlfFalid  I.  who  foccecdcd  AllFeMVL 
ceeded  ^y      •*■    in  the  KhaltfaU  was,  according  to  AbitUFaraj^  a  juft  an! 


YeKid, /i6^  virtuous  prince.  He  was  generally  fumamed  Abu 
fonofPiX  and  fometimes,  by  way  of  derifion,  >// A/tf/f/x,  the 
Walid  I.  and  Ehn  AlVlakes^  the  fon  of  the  dimimjher^  or  ibefm  ef  di 
diminijhedy  becaufehe  found  himfdf  obliged,  by  the  empdndl 
of  his  coffers,  to  dimtntfli  the  pay  that  had  been  allowed  tie 
foldiery  by  the  Khaltfs.  His  mother  was  Mah  Afridy  ar'Sbd* 
ferendy  according  to  the  y/r^?^  hiftoriains,  the  daughter  of  A« 
rtiZj  the  fon  of  Tazdejerd,  He  became,  therefore,  ftwe- 
reign  of  Perjia  by  hereditary  right ;  and  was  fo  fiir 
thinking  bimfelf  above  claiming  the  title  derived  to  him 
his  mother,  even  after  he  was  Khaltf  that  he  conftantly 
himfelf  the  fon  of  Khofr4y  king  of  Pefjia^  the  deicendant 
the  Khaltf  MerwoHy  and  a  prince  amongft  whofe  anceftors, 
the  mother^s  fide,  were'  the  Roman  emperor  and  the  Kl 
Soon  after  his  inauguration,  he  caufed  the  MoJUms  to  ad 
ledge  his  brother  Ibrahim  the  heir  apparent  of  the 
and,  after  him,  the  fucceffion  legally  to  devolve  upon  Abi 
iaziz  Ebn  Al  Hejdj  Ebn  Abialmalec ;  and  then  obliged 
to  take  the  oath  g^  allegiance^  or  fidelity,  to  thofe  princes.  Uj 
on  the  divulgatibR  of  the  news  of  Al  Watid^%  violent  death 
the  provinces,  great  commotions  happened  there.  The 
of  Hems  demanded  the  blood  of  the  Khaltf  or,  in  other 
infifted  that  vengeance  fhould  be  taken  of  his  murderers 
the  efFufion  of  that  blood.  To  extinguifh  this  rebell 
TcT^d  fent  an  army  againfl  them;  which  they  foon  defeat 

^  Aut.  Leb  Taiiikh,  Khondemir,  Ebn  Shohnah,  AlM< 
TATRAF,  apud  Pocock.  in  not.  ad  fpec.  hid.  Arab.  p.  136.  al' 
ipfe  Poc.  ibid.  Rbland.  dc  relig.  Mohamm.  p.  270.  MiLLivSi 
Mohammedifm.  ante  Mohammed,  p.  311.  Greg.  Abu'l-Farj 
,  iibi  fup.  p.  210,  21 1.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  89,  86.  Eotyi 
ubifup.  p.  388 — 391.  THEOPHAN.ubi  fup.  p.  351.  Cedren. 
fop.  p.461.  .         "  .  . 
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and  put  300  of  his  men  tp  the  fword.  Soliman  Ebn  Hefiam^ 
who  had  been  loaded  with  irons,  made  an  irruption  into  the 
i\&x\Qt  oi  Al  Maarra  Al  Nooman^  or  Maarra  Nomani^  rayaged 
it,  and  then  advanced  to  Damafcus.  The  people  otPaleftine  rofe 
againft  their  governor,  and  killed  him.  During  thefe  troubles,  . 
loii  removed  Tufef  Ebn  Omar  from  the  lieutenancy  of  Irak, 
and  fubftituted  Manjur  Ebn  Jamhur  in  his  room.  About  the 
fame  time,  Merwan  Ebn  Mobamnuiy  furnamed  Himar^  re- 
belled againft  Yezdd  in  Armenia  \  giving  out,  that  his  defign^ 

,  was  to  revenge  the  death  of  Al  tValid^  He  afTembled  a  very 
coniiderable  force,  but  was  pacified  by  Tezady  who  conferred 
upon  him  the  government  of  Mefopotamia^  Mawfely  Armenia^ 
and  Aderbijdny  on  condition  that  he  fhould  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  him.  The  Greek  writers  feem  to  intimate,  that 
he  was  a  friend  to  the  family  of  Al  IValidlh  and  defirous  of 
.taking  the  fons  of  that  Kbaltf  under  his  protection ;  which  is 
likewilib  confirmed  by  fome  of  the  Arab  hiftohans.  We  are  told 
by  Tbeophanes  and  Cedrenus^  that  a  comet  appeared  in  the  nor- 
thern part  of  the  hemifphere  towards  the  clofe  of  the  Khalifat 
ii  Al  fFal:d;  and  that  the  people  feated  on  the  coaft  of  the 
Caffian  fea  were  greatly  alarmed  by  feveral  violent  (hocks  of 

^  an  earthquake  about  the  fame  time.  It  cannot  be  inferred 
from  Roderic  of  Toledo^  that  any  thing  remarkable  happened^ 
during  the  reign  of  Teud  Ebn  All  Waltd  Ebn  AbialmaUc^  in 
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Soon  after  the  concluiion  of  the  pacification  between  the  Yezid 
i  Khali/ 2Lnd  Merwan  Ebn  Mohammed^  furnamed  Himar^  zxiiesofthg 
Uarran  in  Mefopotamia^  the  former  died  of  the  plague  zX.Da^-t^^mu 
mafcusy  on  Wednefday  the  1 8th  of  the  month  Dhu'lhajja^  in  the  ^fi'^  ^f 
126th  year  of  the  Hejra^  after  he  had  reigned  five  or  fix  months,  had  reign* 
and  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  forty,  or,  as  others  fay»  forty-    -^"^ 
fix, years  of  age.    His  funeral  fervice  was  faid  by  Ibrahim  Ebn^^ 
AlWalid  his  brother,  who  fucceeded  him.  ,  As  to  his  perfon^ 
he  was  of  a  thin  habit  of  body,  a  moderate  ftature,  and  a 
fwarthy  complexion.     His  muftaches,  or  whifkers,  were  not 
fo  thick  and  large  as  thofe  of  the  Arabs  generally  are.     With 
regard  to  his  difpofition,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  oftentatious, 
eloquent,  and  proud.     He  was,  however,  after  his  elevation 
to  the  Mojlem  throne,  looked  upon  as  an  honeft,  juft,  and 
;  good-natured  prince.     He  hath  been  reprefented  as  a  favourer 
of  the  KadarianSj  a  fed  denying  abfolute  predeftination  ^  fay- 

*  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  211,  212.  Al  Makin, 
obi  fap.  p.  86,  87.  Eutych.  ubi  fup.  p.  390,  391.  Khondemir. 
D'Herbel.  Bibiioth.  orient,  in  art.  Jeszid  Ben  Valid,  p.  487. 
Theophan.  chronograph,  p.  351.  Georg.  Cedren.  ubi  fup. 
Vide  Roderic.  ToL ETA N.  uni  fup.  c.  xvii.  p.  16. 
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ilig,  tliat  evil  and  injuftice  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  God, 
but  to  man,  who  b  a  free  agent,  and  may  therefore  be  re- 
warded or  punifhed  for  his  adtions,  which  God  has  granted 
him  power  either  to  do  or  to  let  alone.    Some,  therefore, 
imagine,  that  they  are  denominated  Kadarlr.nsy  becaufe  th^ 
deny  jfi  Kadr^  or  God'j  abfolute  decree ;  the'  others,  link- 
ing it  not  fo  proper  to  affix  a  name  to  a  fed  from  a  3o&ijie 
which  they  combat,  will  have  It  to  come  from  Kadr^  or  Hr- 
draty  i.  e.  power ^  becaufe  they  aflcrt  man's  power  to  ad  fredjr. 
Some  pretend,  that  the  Kaddttani  are  the  Magians  of  the 
Mojlemi^  as  admitting  a  good  principle,  vi%,  God,  and  an 
evil  one,  t/As.  man  ;  and  that  the  firft  author  of  this  fed  wis 
Mabad  Ebn  Khdled  Al  Johni^  who  was  put  to  death  by  the 
famous  Jl  HejSj  at  Bafra  ". 
Somefar'      We  are  told  by  Al  Makin^  that  the  body  of  Tezid^  whidl» 
iber  parts-  as  Well  as  that  of  his  predeceflbr^/  IValid^  feems  to  have  becfe 
€ulars  re-  buried  at  Daniafcus^  was  dug  up,  an^  affixed  to  a  crofe,  or 
lating  to    gibbet,  by  order  of  Merwan  Ebn  Mohammed^  furnamcd,  /fi* 
^'^•-  mar^  the  laft  Khaltf  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  after  he  had 

afcended  the  MoJIem  throne,  Tezid*s  fecretary  of  ftate  wtf 
Tabit  Ebn  Solimdn ;  his  judge,  or  Kadi^  Othman  Ebn  Omar 
£hn  Mafa  AlTimi;  the  captain  of  his  guards,  TeT^d  Eim 
Jl  Shammakh  Al  Lakbmi  \  and  his  chamberlain,  his  fervam,^ 
Fatan,  The  firft  day  of  his  reign  was  Friday^  and  the  hft; 
Wednejday,  The  infcription  of  his  feal  was,  O  YEZiD^fer^ 
fift  in  thai  which  is  right !  The  Greek  writers  inform  iiS|i 
that  he  was  furnamed  Leipfosy  or  diminijhed;  which  pref^i 
nearly  correfponds  with  the  Arabic  Nafces^  or  Al  Naieffd 
nickname  fometimes  given  him  by  the  Mojfkms.  Wc  moi^ 
jiot  forget  to  ohferve,  that  Ebn  Arraheb  and  AbuU  fFiahd^  ail 
Well  as  EutychiuSj  or  Ebn  Batrik^  and  AbuH-Farajy  aflcrt  M._ 
Walid  II.  to  have  reigned  precifely  one  year  and  three  moDlhSii 
It  aptiears  from  Dionyftus  Telmarev/ts^  that  Tezid,  who  fiiD* 
cecded  him,  his  brothers  Ibrahim  and  Abbas,  together  wtti 
Abd'alaziz  Ebn  Al  Hejaj  Ebn  Abd  almalec^  contrived  and  rfij 
feded  the  def^ruttion  of  that  Khalif;  and  that  he  was  afiaii!l 
nated  at  the  city  of  Core.  Dionyjius  likewife  rcktcs,  tU{ 
YcT^d  fat  fix  whole  months  upon  the  Afij/i^m throne.  It  mal 
be  inierred  from  Abu'l  Faraj^  that  the  friends  of  the  houib  a| 
Al  Abbas^  at  Meru  in  Khorafany  began  to  put  themfelves  kj 
motion  this  year  **. 

S  E  C  Tj 

«  Al  Makin,  Euty.ch.  ct  Greg.  Abu'l-Fara'j,  ubi  fup.  i^ 
Shahr£.stan.  apud  Pocockium,  in  not.  ad  fpec.  hift.  Anib.  ai 
23?,  238,  240,  ^sc.  ut  cr  Jplc  Foe.  ibid.  D'Heicbel  BibKooii 
orient,  in  art  Cff^^ar/^,  p.  214.  "   Al  Makin,   ubi  fu]ll 

p.  87.     EUTYCH.    ubi  Ibp.  p.  390,  391.     TUEOFBAN.  Ct  ClOR* 
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SECT.    XIX.  / 

WAN  Ebn  Al  H aK£M,  in  confequencc  of  the  fcttlement.of  Ebn  Al 
the  fucccffion  in  the  preceding  reign,  was  declared  Kbalif  the  Walid 
fame  day  that  his  brother  Teztd  died.    His  mother's  name  was  ^^^f^ 
Uaama,  or,  as  others  will  hate  it,  Hajhefa,     His  fubjeas'^'^^^*'' 
fometimes  dignified  him  with  the  title  of  Kbatify  fometimes 
with  that  of  imperor  of  the  faithful^  and  fometimes  they  con- 
'  iidered  htm  only  as  a  private  perfon.     His  reign  was  fo  (hart, 
that  it  has  fcarce  been  mentioned  by  Eutychius  \  nor  have 
t)ioHjJius  Telmarenjis  and  Theophanes  taken  any  farther  notice 
of  him,  than  barely  to  obferve,  that  he  fucceeded  his  brother 
Yi^id.    According  to  the  former  of  thofe  writers,  about  the 
"fifflc  that  this  prince  iirft  took  upon  himlelf  the  government, 
i  erievoiis  famine  and  peftilence  raged  all  over  the  eaft  ^. 

IN  the  beginnijng  of  the  year  of  the  Hejra  127,  commcnc-  and  u  Jk^ 
flig  05t9ber  1 3th,  744,  merwan  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Mer-  pofed. 
iu&n  Ebn  Al  Hakem^  furnamed  Himar^  the  governor  of  Me^ 
Jopotamia^  Maw/elj  j/rmettia^  and  yfderbijany  who  had  re- 
belled againil   tezid,  under  the  pretext  of  revenging  the 
murder  of  jfl  IVelid  II.  marched  firft  to  Edejfuy   and  af- 
kjterwards  to  Kinnifrtn^  with  a  powerful  army,  in  order  jto 
hy  fiege  to  Damafcus^  pnd  depofe  Ibrahim.     Bajhar  and 
,MAfrur  Ebn  AUvaUd^  who  then  commanded  the  Khaltf%   1 
\  forces  at  Kinnj/rin^  being  apprized  of  Mirzvan*s  approach, 
|,advanced  at  the  head  of  their  troops  to  give  hini  battle  j  but 
^♦cy  were  deferted  by  theit  men,  who.  went  over  in  a  body  to 
.Ae  enemy,  and  delivered  up  their  generals  into  Meru)drC%. 
fhsmds.     Bajhar  and  MafrHr  were  therefore  thrown  into  pri- 
;  Jon,  and  there  for  fome  time  ftraitly  confined  ;  after  which. 
Merman  advanced  to  Htms^  the  inhabitants  of  which  city 
^immediately  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him.     Here  he  re- 
|.iiifbrced  his  army  with  fuch  an  additional  number  of  troops, 
klhat  he  found  it  to  confift  of  80,000  effeftivc  men.     With 
iJSiis  force  he  marched  againft  Soliman  Ehn  Hejhamy  Ibrahim*^ 
neral,  who  was  in  motion  with  an  army  of  120,000  men. 
foon  as  the  two  armies  came  in  fight,  Merwan  invited  the 
haltfs  forces  to  join  him,  in  order  to  take  vengeance  of  the 
murderers  of  Al  fraltd  11.  But  this  they  refufmg  to  do,  a  fierce 
and  bloody  conflict  enfued  j  in  which'Sfl//W«  was  overthrown,. 

rCsDREH.  iibi  fop.   £iN  Arraheb  et  Abu'l  Walid»  apud  Jof. 
^m.  Afleman.  ubi  fup.  p.  107.  Dionys.  TsLMARENs.apud  Jof. 
iam,  AiTeinan.  ibid.  Greg.  Abu^l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  21 1. 
i     *  Ac  Makin  et  Greg.  AiuVFa&aj,  ubi  fup.    Thbofhan^ 
^xhroDograph.  P'35i«  Dionys.Telmarens.  ubifup.^]^.  107. 

with 
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with  incredible  flaughter,  and  forced  to' fly  with  the  remains  of 
his  (hatter'd  troops  to  Datnafcus.  Merwan  took  many  prifon- 
ers  likewife  in  this  deciHve  adlion  \  all  which  he  releafed,  upon 
their  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Al  Hakem  and  Othman^  Al 
fValiiTs  fons,  who  had  remained  in  a  flate  of  confinement  evef 
fince  their  father  had  met  with  his  tragical  fate,  at  Damafcus* 
But  this,  in  reality,  proved  not  of  the  leaft  fervice  to  thofe 
unfortunate  princes.    For,  ^^//Wn  being  well  afTured  of  ^irr- 
fc;tfn's  intention  to  fix  one  of  them  upon  the  Mo/Jem  throne,  he 
no  fooner  arrived  at  Damafcus^  than  he  and  Ibrahim  ordered 
both  of  them  to  be  put  to  death  ;  after  which,  he  plundered 
the  imperial  treafury,  and  then,  notwithftailding  the  meafurcs 
concerted  to  intercept  him,  made  his  efcape.     However,  M 
Hakem  and  Othmatiy  forefeeing  what  would  happen  to  them* 
before  their  deaths,  took  care  to  transfer  their  right  to  Mtr^ 
warty  and  declared  to  their  fellow- prifoner  Abu  Mohammed  At 
Sheibaniy  that,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  deflroyed,  Merwan  ought 
to  be  confidered  by  all  the  Mojlems  as  lawful  Kbalif^nd  Imam, 
Soon  after  Soliman^s  departure,  the  citizens  of  Dama/cus  opened 
their  gates  to  Merwan,  who  caufed  the  bodies  of  the  two  young 
princes  to  be  decently  interred,  and  was  faluted  Khaltf  by  Ahu 
Mohammed  Al  Shiibani,  now  releafed  from  his  conhaement« 
in  confequence  of  the  declaration  that  to  him  had  been  for* 
merly  made.     Ibrahim  Ebn  Al  ff^ald^  the  depofed  Khaltf^  and 
all  the  people  o{ 'Syria,  at  the  fame  time  recognized  his  autho- 
rity ;  fo  that  there  was  no  perfon  in  the  empire  capable  of  dif« 
puting  his  title,  or  in  any  refpeiSt  of  flanding  in  connipetittoa 
with  him  p. 
Ibrahim        As  Ibrahim  fo  readily  acknowledged  Aierwan  emperor  of 
furvi'ves    the  MoJIems,  he  furvived  this  revolution,  and  lived  to  the  year 
ihe  rt*vQ-  of  the  Hejra  132;  when,  as  fomc  fay,  he  was  afTaifinated  by 
liiiian^  andQjjQ  ^i2*^a ;  or,  according  to  others,  was  drowned  ;  or,  lafUvf 
liws  to      as  others  will  have  it,  was  murdered  by  Merwan's  fon<  who  is 
^heyi^r  fi/faid  afterwards  to  have  affixed  his  body  to  a  gibbet,  or  crofs  ^ 
'    ^J""*  fo  that  we  have  no  certain  account  of  the  circumilances  at- 

12  2 

^  '  tending  the  death  of  this  prince.     With  regard  to  his  peribn^ 

he  had  fmall  whifkers,  or  muftaches,  not  unlike  thofe  of  his 
predecefTor  Tezid,  and  two  pretty  remarkable  locks  of  curled 
hair.  He  was,  according  to  the  authors  followed  by  Al  Ma- 
kin,  of  a  ftupid  and  imprudent  difpofition.  His  fecretary  of 
flate .  was  Dnkas  Ebn  Sarah  Al  Lakhmi  j  his  judge  Othmcn 
£b/K)mar  AlTimi  i  and  his  chamberlain,  Kafri^  Al  IValid's 

9  Al  Makin,  ubi  fqp.  p.  87,  88.  Greg.  Astj'L-FARAj,  uH 
fop.  p.  212.  THEOPHATf.  ubi  fup.  Georg.  Cedren,  ubifup. 
D'Herbcl.  Biblioth.  orienc.  in  art.  Ibrahim  Btn  Valid,  p.  480. 
Djon'Ys.  Teluarbns.  ubi  fup. 
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fervant.  The  infcription  of  his  fcal  was,  /  trujl  in  the  living 
God.  He  reigned,  according  to  Al  Maktn  aiul  AbuH-Faraj^ 
only  fixty-ninc  or  fcventy  days ;  fo  that,  by  feme  writers,  he 
is  not  ranked  amongft  the  Khalifs^  or  Mofiem  emperors,  as 
has  been  already  obferved.  The  firft  day  of  his  Khalifat  was 
Thurfday^  and  the  laft  Tuefday,  We. are  told  by  Ebn  Shoh* 
nah,  that  this  Ibrahim  was  furnamed  Al  Makhlu^  or  the  de- 
pofed.  He  has  likewife  been  mentioned  by  Khondemir^  as  a 
pmon  intircly  reduced  to  a  private  ftation.  Another  of  the 
Perfian  hiftorians  relates,  that  he  was  cut  off*  about  three 
months  after  he  was  driven  from  the  throne ;  tho',  in  our  opi- 
nion, a  greater  degree  of  credit  is  due  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Ta- 
iarij  who  extends  his  life,  as  has  been  hinted  above,  to  the 
ijad  year  of  the  Hejra  ^^\ 

SECT.    XX. 

SOON  2her'Mer4VanEbn  Mohammed  Ebn  Merwan  Ebn  AlHi  isfuc^ 
HakenCs  acceffion,  he  took  his  predeceilbr  Ibrahim  Ebn  Al^'*dedby 
fValU  Ebn  Abd'almaUcy  and  Soliman  Ebn  Hejh&my  at  their  ^^^ 
requcft,  under  his  protcflion;   tho'  the  latter,  with  Several  j^*"*^' 
others  of  the  houfc  of  Ommiyah^  not  only  refufed  to  affift  at  *™™*^^^ 
his  inauguration,  but  even  at  firft  oppofed,  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  power,  every  ftep  taken  by  the  people  of  Damafcus  in  fa- 
vour of  the  new  Khalif.    His  mother's  name,  according  to 
Abu  Jaafar  and  AlMokin^  who  make  her  the  daughter  of  one 
Ibrahim  Ebn  Aftr  Al  Nakha^ij  was  Liana,    She  was,  as  £«• 
iycbius  informs  us,  Mofab  Ebn  Zobeir's  widow,  when  Moham-* 
medj  Aferwan's  father,  took  her  to  wife.     This  Khalif  was 
furnamed  Abu  Abd'almalecj  and  denominated,  from  his  un- 
daunted courage,  by  fome  of  his  fubjeds,  Himar  Al  Jevci^ 
rahy  i.  e.  the.  afs  cf  Mefopotamia,  or  the  warlike  aft ;   th<i 
afles  of  that  country  being,  in  his  days^  remarkable  for  their 
unparalleled  fortitude  and  intrepidity.     He  had  likewife  the 
appellation  of  Al  faadi^  which  is  faid  to  have  been  derived 
from  his  uncle  Al  Jaad  Ebn  Darham.     He  was  fcarce  fettled 
on  his  throne,  when  he  conferred  the  government  of  Egypt 
upon  Hafan  Ebn  Abahia  \  whom  he  removed  from  that  ho- 
nourable poft  in  about  fixteen  days  time,  and  fubftituted  /£{- 
fai  Ebn^Al  Walid  in  his  room  '. 

9  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  88,  Greg.  Abu*l-Faraj,  iibi  fup. 
p.  2T2.  Ebn  Shohnah,  Khondemir,  Aut.  Leb  Tariku,  Abv 
Jaafar  Al  Tabari,  D'Herbel.  Bibl.  orient,  art.  Ibrahim  Btn 
Vvlid^  p.  480.  '  Greg.  AbuVFaraj,  ubi  fup.  Eutych. 

abi  fup.  p.  392,  393.    Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makin^ 
ttbi  fup.  p.  89.  Theofhan.  ct  Cedrsn.  ubi  fup. 
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7ht  people      Tni  fame  year,  that  is,  the  1 27th  of  the  Hejtay  the  people 
•f  Hems   of  Hems  rebelled  againit  Merwan  \    who  marched   againft 
rebel         theoi  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army.     Upon  his  arrival  be- 
a^inft      fore  the  town,  he  defired  to  know  what  could  excite  them  to 
Meiwaa.  fuch  a  defection,  and  fummoned  them  to  furrender.     In  an- 
fwer  to  which,  they  alTured  him,  that  they  were  difpofed  to 
obey  his  orders ;  and,  opening  one  of  their  gates,  immedi- 
ately admitted  him»  with  300  of  his  men,  into  the  town.  The 
troops  that  entered  with  kim  they  inftantly  cut  to  pieces ;  and 
the  iT/^tf/^bimfelf  efcaped,  with  great  difficulty,  out  of  the  gate 
of  Tadmor,     However,  he  afterwards  overthrew  them  in  a 
pitched  battle,  put  a  great  number  of  them  to  the  fword,  dif- 
linantled  their  city,  and  affixed  to  crofles,  ered^ed  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  the  bodic^of  about  600  of  thofe  who  had  been  the  moft 
adive  in  this  rebellion  <. 
*ri'e  Da-        The  people  of  Dama/ius^  following  die  example  of  the 
jnafcenes  citizens  of  HemSy  foon  after  declared  againft  the  Khalifa  and 
iike^iji    depofed  the  governor  he  had  left  to  prclide  over  them.     But, 
declare      after  the  exttndion  of  the  former  rebellion,  Merwan  moved 
figaipft      ^i(|j  great  celerity  towards  Damafcus^  entered  the  city  by 
lim.  force,  and  brought  to  condign  punifliment  the  ringleaders 

who  had  excited  ihe  Damafanes  to  a  revolt.  This  effe<3^u- 
ally  appeafed  all  commotions,  and  reftored  the  capital  of  the 
M(^em  empire  to  its  former  tranquillity  ^ 
Wr'Baf-  Soon  after  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  public  tranquillity  at 
lans  alfo  Damafcusy  in  the  127th  year  of  the  Hejra^  SollmanEhn  //r- 
rt'v^U.  J^^^  '^^  up  ^^^  himfelf  at  Bafra^  where  he  was  proclaimed 
Khalif  hy  the  people  of  that  city.  In  order  to  fupporc  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  imperial  dignity,  he  raifed  an  army  at  Bajra^ 
confifting  of  10,000 effeSive  men;  with  which  he  advanced 
to  Kinnifrirty  where  he  was  joined  by  a  vaft  number  of  the 
Syrians y  who  flocked  to  him  from  all  parts.  Alerwdiu,  re- 
ceiving advice  of  the  rapid  progrefs  made  by  Soliman^  marched 
againff  him  with  all  the  forces  he  could  aflemble  at  Damffjcsts, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city ;  and^  at  laft  coming 
up  with  him,  gave  him  battle,  and  intirely  defeated  him,  with 
the  lofs  of  30,000  men.  5^//Wy?'s  affairs  being  in  a  manner 
ruined  by  i'o  terrible  an  overthrow,  he  fled  to  Hemsy  and  was 
joined  there  by  a  body  of  900  men,  who  engaged  themfekes 
by  oath  to  ftand  by  him  to  the  laft  drop  of  blood.  With 
fhefe  troops  he  pofted  himfelf  in  ambufcade  at  Telmairy  on 
mount  jII  ZaitUn^  in  the  diftriA  of  Jl  Maara  Al  Ncoman^ 
in  order  to  furprize  Merwan ;  who,  he  knew,  muft  pafs 
over  that  mountain  in  his  way  to  Hems^  to  which  place  he 
^  ibok  for  granted  the  Khalif  would  purfue  him  without  dc- 

s  Abu  Jaafak  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin^  ubi  fap,  '  Ii« 
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hy.  As  fbon  as  Merwan^B  fotxres  appeared,  the  rebels  ro/e 
out  of  their  ambufcade,  and  fell  upon  them  with  incredible 
furjr.  But  Sotiman^  after  a  very  vigorous  a<91on»  was  again 
overthrown,  had  thegreateft  part  of  his  men  killed  upon  the 
fpot,  and  found  himfelf  obliged  to  retire  with  precipitation  to 
Htms,  But,  being  clofely  purfued  by  the  vigors,  he  confti- 
tuted  his  brother  Sa'id  Ebn  Hejbdm  commandant  of  the  place, 
Jeaving  with  him  the  (battered  rem^ms^'of  his  troops  that  fur- 
^y^ed  the  lace  carnage,  and  fled  to  Tadmor.  Soon  after  his 
^pauture,  Merwan  appeared  before  the  town,  invefted  it,  and 
befie^ed  it  ieven  months  \  during  which  term,  he  battered  ft 
inceuantly  with  above  eighty  catapults.  The  inhabitants;  as 
well  as  the  gariibn,  being  at  laft  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity, 
Surrendered  to  the  Khalifa  and  delivered  up  Sa*id  Ebn  Hejham 
into  his  hands.  In  confideration  of  which  fubmiflion,  Mer^ 
wan  pardoned  the  rebellious  inhabitants  of  this  city,  and  took 
them  all  uiider  his  protection  u. 

About  the  fame  time,  Abfallah  Ebn  Moawtyah  Ebn  Ah-  Jmfok 
gaOab  Ehnjaafar  Ebn  Abu  Taleb  aflcrted  his  right  to  the  Kha*  Ukewijg 
Mfat  at  Q^a.  But  AhJtallah  Ebn  Omar  Ebn  AbiTalaTaZy  Mer-  inundtiat^ 
waH*s  governor  of  that  city,  having  been  apprized  of  the  in-  ^ofa» 
tended  revolt,  took  his  meafures  fo  well,  that  he  difperfed  Ab^ 
£tdkh  Ebn  Mddwiyah*s  adherents  without  any  great  efiiifion 
of  blood,  drove  him  into  the  mountains,  and  found  means  to 
cxtinguifli  this  rebellion  before  it  could  arrive  at  any  conil-* 
derable  hdght^. 

But  notwidiftandtng  the  fuccels  Merwdn  hitherto  had  met  Tbeparti- 
with,  in  rendering  abortive  all  his  enemies  deiigns  and  machi-ySnr/  oftb^ 
nations,  the  ptrtifens  of  the  houfe  of  At  Abbas  began  now  to  bwft  of  Al 
grow  powerful  in  fome  of  the  interior  provinces  of  the  em-  Abbis^f- 
pirc.     The  firft  of  that  family,  who  made  any  confiderablc^*  ^•'^' 
%urc,  was  MpbommedEbn  Alt  Ebn  Abd^allah  Ebn  Al  AbbSsy '»  ^**^^^ 
^o  flottriflied  in  the  time  of  Omar  Ebn  AbiTalaziz^  and  was 
nominated  the  chief  of  that  houfe  in  the  looth  year  of  the 
Hejra.  When  this  honourable  poft  was  offered  him,  he  refided 
at  Al  Homaimaj  and  his  father  All  was  ftill  living*     Amongft 
the  persons  who  formed  the  deputation  fent  him  on  this  occa- 
fion,  by  thofe  who  were  inviolably  attached  to  the  interefts  of 
the  houfe  of  Al  Abbas  in  Khorafdn^  the  principal  were  Sotimin 
EbnKothair^  Malic  Ebn  Al  Hatim^  and  Kahtaba ;  who  brought 
many  valuable  prefents  with  them,  and  a  fum  of  money 
amounting  to  400,000  dirhems.     At  the  firft  conference  be- 
tween them  and  Mohammed  Ehn  AU  Ebn  Abdtfllah  Ebn  Al 
Abbas  Ehn  Abtahmtalleb^  the  latter  is  reported  to  have  faid, 
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*<  I  (hall  foon  die,  and  my  fon  Ibrahim  will  be  ybur  leader, 
*'  till  he  (hall  be  flain.     After  his  death,  my  other  fon  AbiaU 
«  lahy  furnamcd  Abu  I  Ahbds  Al  Saffahy  Ihall  prefide  over 
'^  you,  and  fettle  the  government  of  the  MoJlemsM^n  a  folid 
<^  and  iafiing  foundation.     He  (hall  likewife  cut  off  all  the 
•*  members  <rf  the  houfc  of  Ommiyah ;  a  family  that  have 
'^  maintained  themfelves  fo  long  on  the  throne  by  repeated 
<*  a6^s  6f  violence,  and  an  incredible  eiFufion  of  Mojkm 
•*  blood.''     They  were  then  introduced  to  Abd'allaby  as  their 
future  fovereign,  and  had  the  honour  to  kifs  his  hands  and  his 
feet.     As  for  Mohammed^  he  departed  this  life  in  the  X25tb 
year  of  the  Hejra^  and  was  fucceeded  in  the  honourable  poft 
ai&gned  him  by  his  fon  Ibrahim ;  who,  immediately  after  his 
father's  death,  difpatched  Abu  Hajbem,  a  perfon  he  could  in- 
tirely  confide  in,  to  Merd  in  Khorafin^  then  the  refidence  of 
the  principal  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Al  Abbas^  to  notify  to  his 
adherents  there  that  tragical  event,  and  to  animate  them  to 
a  perfeverance  in  their  attachment  to  his  perfon  and  family. 
Abu  Ha/hem  fucceeded  in  the  execution  of  his  commiffion, 
according  to  his  defire,  and  received  from  the  MoJUms  zlMtri 
a  large  fum  of  money,  colleded  there  for  his  mailer's  fervice. 
It  appears,  however,  from  AbuH  Farajy  that  Abu  Hajhem  was 
not  the  firft  embafTador  fent  to  the  people  of  Khorafdn  in  the 
intereft  of  the  houfe  of  Al  Abbas ;  fince,  if  any  credit  may  be 
given  to  that  author,  Ziydd  was  difpatched  in  that  capacity  to 
Khorafdn  by  Mohammed  Ebn  Ali  himfelf,  in  the  109th  year  of 
the  Hejra^     To  which  he  adds,  that  this  Ziydd,  upon  his  ar- 
rival at  Mertiy  probably  theMaruca  of  Ptolemy,  a  city  oiKhera^ 
fun,  for  a  defcription  of  which  we  itiufi  refer  our  curious  readerr 
to  the  eaftern  geographers,  piade  great  complaints  of  the  dif- 
folute  lives  and  iniquity  of  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  Qa- 
miyah ;  and  that  he  was  put  to  death  by  Afad,  HeJfydnCi  go« 
vernor  of  Khorafdn,  who  had  received  a  hiU  and  ample  ac- 
count of  the  whole  afFair,  together  with  ten  of  the  Cufaia^ 
who  were  privy  to  his  intrigues*     The  fame  author  likewife 
relates,  that,  in  the   11 8th  year  of  the  Hejra,  Amman  Ebn 
Tezid,  a  perfon  of  very  loofe  and  impious  principles^  came  into 
Khorafdn,  and  engaged  great  numbers  of  the  people  there  to 
declare  for  Mohammed  Ebn  Ali  Ebn  Abd'allab  E in  Ahbds.    It 
muflherebe  obfcrved,  that  this  Mohammed  Ebn  Ali  was  fixty* 
three,  cr^  as  others  will  have  it,  fixty-feven  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  death ;  and  that  he  left  eleven  fbna>  b^iideshis 
fucceflbr  Ibrahim,  behind  him  *. 

*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  9%  92. 
Grec.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  208,  209,  211.  GoLxt  not.  ad 
Alfragan.  p.  184,  185.  Ptol.  geogr.*  Vide  etiam.  Christ.  Cn* 
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In  the  127th  year  of  the //^Vij,  Ibrahim  Ehn  Mohammed  And  itfeat 
Ehn  All  nominated  Ahu  Maflem^  a  youth  about  nineteen  years  tJi^i  Kha- 
of  age,  of  the  family  of  hfandtyar^  whofe  true  name  was  ^if '?/^r^^ 
AhSalrahman^  to  go  as  his  repreftntatlve  into  Kkorafdn.     But/''*' 
SoUwan  Ehn  Kotbair^  the  chief  of  the  friends  of  the  houfe  ^g^'^ft 
o{  Al  Abbas  there,  believing  that  Abu  Moflemy  on  account'    '"^ 
of  his  youth,  was  by  no  means  qualified  for  fo  arduous  a 
pofl,  and  fearing  left  his  rawness  and  inexperience  ihould 
prove  the  total  ruin  of  their  afLiirs,  refufed  at  iirft  to  receive 
him  with  fuch  marks  of  difiin£iion  as  were  required  by  Ibra- 
htmy  and  even  to  obey  any  of  his  orders.     However,  to  fet 
Ibrahim  right  in  his  notions,  Solimdn  Ebn  Kothair^  Laher  Ebn 
Koraity  and  Kahtaba^  took  a  journey  to  Mecca^  then  the  re- 
fidence  of  Ibrahim  \  and,  having  depoTited  in  one  of  his  fer- 
vant's  hands  a  prefent^  for  his  mailer's  ufe,  confiftingof  many 
valuable  eSe^,  befides  20,000  dinars  and  200,000  dirhims 
in  ready  money,  they  had  a  conference  with  him ;  the  refult 
of  which  was,  that  thev  (hould  acknowledge  Abu  Mojlem^ 
Ibrahim's  governor  of  Kborafdn  \  which  they  accordingly  did. 
In  the  mean  time,  Nafr  Ebn  Sayar^  Merwdn\  lieutenant  of 
Khorajan^  having  received  advice  of  thefe  commotions,  aflem-* 
He^  a  body  of  horfe,  and  fent  them  to  difperfe  the  rebels 
before  they  were  joined  by  the  reinforcements  they  expeSed 
from  Syria  and  the  peninfula  of  the  Arabs.     On  the  other 
handy  Abu  Mojlem  having  ere£led  his  ftandard,  and  raifed  a 
confiderable  army,  advanced  at  the  head  of  his  forces  to  at- 
tack Nafr  Ebn  Saydr ;  upon  which,  a  fierce  conflii^  enfued, 
in  which  Nafr  was  intirely  defeated,  loft  the  g^eateft  part  of 
his  mex),  and  was  obliged  to  betake  himfelf  to  a  precipitate 
flight.  This  blow  proved  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  interefts 
of  the  houfe  of  Omndyahy  and  not  a  little  contributed  to  the 
elevation  of  that  of  Al  Abbas  to  the  Mojkm  throne  X. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to obferve  here,  that  fomc dirhims'Dvih^tai 
were  ftmck  this  year  in  the  mint  ereded  zxWdfit'j  of  which  A*^^  ^^'' 
one  was  found  on  the  coaft  of  the  Baltick^  near  a  village  called  >''^f  ^' 
Sug/sn^  at  a  (mall  diftance  from  Dantzick^  in  June  1722.    This  W^^'* 
dirhim  exhibits  a  paflage  in  the  Cufic  chara£ter,  takenout  of  the 
I J  2th  y^ra,  or  chapter,  of  the  Kordn^  aflerting  the  unity,  eter- 
nity, Of.  of  God,  on  the  reverfe ;  and,  on  the  other  fide,  the 
words,  Be-Wafeta fitV en  wa*efchrinawamedten^  i.e.  jftWafet, 
in  the  iijth  year.     By  which  we  are  to  underftand  the  127th 
year  of  the  Hejray  or  Mohammedan  aera,  correfponding  with 
the  firft  of  the  Khalf  Mfrivdn^  furoamed  Himar  Al  Jezirahy 
oi:  the  afs  ^  Mefopotamia.  This  dirhim  has  been  particularly 
defcribed  by  M.  Kehfy  in  the  piece  here  mentioned,  to  which 
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we  (hall  beg  leave  to  refer  our  curious  and  inquindve  read- 
ers '. 
Merwan        The  following  year,  being  the  1 28th  of  the  Hejra^  Met- 
makes  pri' wan  removed  Hafas  Ebn  Al  Walid  from  the  government  of 
faraiions   EgfpU  ^^'^  fubftituted  Joweirah  Ebn  SaU  At  AjUini  in  his 
to  oppofg    room.     Hb  alfo  the  fame  year,  which  was  the  fecond  of  bis 
tbim.        reign,  made  vaft  military  preparations  to  oppofe  the  rebels  of 
Khorajan^  who  nolnr  began  to  alarm  feveral  of  the  provinces  of 
the  MoJUm  empire,  and  even  to  threaten  the  houfe  of  Ovmi- 
yah  with  utter  excifion.     After  the  late  vifiory,  they  'dedarai 
Mertuan  an  ufurper,  at}d  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Ibr^* 
bm  Ehn  Mohammedjwhom  they  aflerted,  by  right  of  fucceffion, 
to  be  lawful  Khali/  and  Imam.    Many'  of  the  Syrians  iikewife 
fecretly  favoured  the  pretenfions  of  the  houfe  of  MJbhds\  hav- 
ing been  difobliged  by  Merwan^  who,  after  the  defeat  of  bis 
predeceflbr  Ibrahim  EbnAl  fValidy  had  transferred  the  imperial 
treafury  ffom  Damafcus  to  Harrdn  m  Mefopotamia,    Some 
of  the  Chrijiian  writers  relate,  that  Merwan  gained  two  yic« 
tories  over  Ibrahim*^  forces  the  preceding  year ;  having  lirfl 
overthr6wn,  in  a  great  battle,  Neiaim  Ebn  Tebitb^  in  the 
plains  oiGara^  and  afterwards  Soliman  Ebn  He/ham^  upon  a 
ipot  of  ground  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  river  Lita,    After 
this  laft  defeat)  Merv>an^  according  to  one  of  thefe  writers, 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Hems^  affixed  TeziiPs  body,  which  ho 
ordered  to  be  taken  out  of  the  tomb  where  it  had  been  inter- 
red, to  a  gibbet  or  crofs,  and  extorted  from  a  wealthy  Jm 
an  immenfe  fum  of  money,  amounting  to  400,000  dinars,, 
Mtrwan  alfo,  if  we  will  bdieve  Rcdenc  of  Toledo^  fent  one 
Thaabaj  an  Arab  of  dtftindion,  this  year  to  prefidc  over  th^ 
Mojlemi  in  Sfain  '• 
Abu  Mof-     IN  the  lagth  year  of  the  Hejra^  beginning  Stpttmher  22(}, 
lem  makis  746,  Ibrahim  Ebn  Mohammed  fent  Abu  Moflem  a  banner, which 
himfelf     he  called  Al  HheUy  or  thejhadowy  and  a  royal  or  imperial  fland- 
maftir  of  ard,  ffiled  by  him  At  Sahab^  or  the  cloud.    Thcfe  Abu  MoJIm 
Khorafan.  fixeA  upon  two  lances,  and  ordered  them  to  be  carried  before 
him,  whHft  he  proclaimed  his  mafter  rightful  emperor  of  the 
faithful,  and  /mom,  and  publiihed  ih'  the  prmcipa)  places  of 
Khorafdn  the  tide  and  pretenfions  of  the  houfe  of  AlAUax  ta 

r  GEoao.  Jac.  Kehr,  monarch.  Afiatico^Saracepic.  flat.  ^c. 
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the  Khalifat,  Of  the  mttit^Jhadow  and  cloud  he  afligned  to  the 
people  of  Kborafdn  this  interpretation,  vi%,  *'  That  as  the  earth 
**  would  never  be  uncovered  bylflje  clouds,  nor  quite  void  of 
**  fhade;  fo  the  world  Would  never  henceforth  be  without  a 
*'  Khatif  of  the  houfe  of  Jl  Abbjs**  In  fine,  Abu  MoJIem 
brought  this  )^ar  fuch  a  formidable  force  into  the  field,  that 
the  Khaljfs  troops  could  not  make  head  againft  him ;  fo  that 
fie  obliged  ail  M^rwdn^s  commandants  of  fortrcfles  in  Khorafdn 
either  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  Ibrabimy  or  within  a  li* 
fnitcd  time  to  quit  that  vaft  province  '. 

The  next  year,. being  the  130th  of  the  Hejra^  one  Dae-  Mcrwan 
bac^  or  rather  Dakhdk^  together  with  one  Tacup,  or  ^acob^txtin- 
Kaihariy  and  Sakajbiy  according  to  Dionyfius  TtlmarenftSy  xt-g^P^^  ^. 
belled  againft  Merwin  in  MefopcUimia,     Thefc  rebels  aflem-  rehellhn 
bled  fuch  a  powerful  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  mount  (^^' 
72/a,  that  they  engaged  the  KijaUfs  forces  fent  againft  them  {""'^^^ 
zlTetmafriu ;  but  were  overthrown  with  prodigious  daughter,  '*  ^^^^' 
leaving  the jgreatcft  part  of  their  men  behind  them  dead  upon  ^      *** 
the  fpot.     Theopbanes  relates,  that  this  DMik  was  prince  of 
che  Arurita^  an  Arab  nation  fettled  in  Mefopotamtay  who^  in 
their  wan,  left  their  wives  and  children,  and  all  their  efie^is. 
Behind  them,  that  they  might  march  with  the  greater  expedi- 
tion, and  be  the  more  at  liberty  to  engage  the  enemy,  as  being 
then  quite ^//  from  all  impediments.     And  this,  indeed,  the 
name  Arurita  itfelf  fufiiciently  points  out  to  us ;  it  having; 
been  undoubtedly  deduced  from  the  Syrian  "word  ArurojutOy  or 
rather  Hiruto^  which  denotes  liberty  or  freedom  in  the  Syriac 
language.     Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  fome  Syriac 
terms  ihould  be  ufed  by  the  Arabs^  who  were  now  in  pofleifion' 
of  Afef^tamia  ;  fince  the  language  of  that  country  was  at  this' 
time  a  mixture  of  the  Syriac  and  Arabic*  The&pbanes  alfo  writes, 
that  one  Tbebity  or  Ebn  Tebiib,  had  a  great  hand  in  exciting 
the  yfrabs  of  Mf/opotamia  to  this  revolt ;  and  that  both  he  and 
Dakhahy  together  with  j  2,000  of  their  men,  were  cut  to 
{rieces  by  the  Kbalifs  troops  in  the  territory  of  Hems.     He  far- 
ther obftrves,  that  ^i?rt*;^w  permitted  the  Chrijlians  oi  An^ 
iiochy  upon  their  application  to  him  for  this  favour,  to  ele£l    . 
for  their  patriarch  TheophylaSfy  a  prefbyter  of  Edejfa^  in  the 
roonn  of  their  former  patriarch  Stephen^  who  died  this  year. 
The  Khalif  alfo  commanded  his  fubjefls  to  treat  with  all  pof- 
fiblc  marks  of  refpcft  the  new  patriarch,  if  we  will  believe' 
Cedrtnus  and  this  author.     It  likewife  appears  from  Tbeopha-^ 
nesy   that  Merwariy  about  thi3  time,  ordered  one  of  his  exe- 
cutioners, an  Ethiopiany  to  faffocate  Aba^  or  Abas^  a  magi** 
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cian,  who  had  deftroyed  many  of  the  ChriJiianSj  Ixcn  accef- 
fory  to  the  murder  of  the  Kbalif  AlWaUd  II.  ind  committecl 
dreadful  depredations  in  feveral  of  the  provinces,  in  a  fackof 
unflaked  Jime ;  which  ad  of  juftice  he  accordingly  performed. 
It  is  alfo  faid,  that  Merwan  ordered  izo  Calbites^  or  Jrabs  of 
the  trihe  of  Calb^  called  Cbalbanians  by  TheopbaneSy  probably 
on  account  of  their  attachment  to  the  houfe  of  Jl  4hhaSy  to 
be  hanged  at  Hems.     We  are  told  by  Raderic  of  Tolfdoy  that 
Thoaba  died»  and  wa3  fucceeded  by  one  T^fffy  towards  the 
condufion  of  the  laft,  or  the  beginning  of  the  prefcnt  year^  in 
Spain  K 
Thefriends     The  fame  year,  AbuMcJUm  entered  Mtri  with  his  army, 
ofththoufiZXiA  feized  upon  the  imperial  palace  there.     He  alfo  obliged 
cfA\  Ab-  all  the  troops  pofled  in  and  about  that  city^  as  well  as  in  other 
has  make  parts  of  Khorajariy  to  take  an  oath  to  fupport  the  interefts  of  the 
^farther  houfe  of  Hajheniy  without  naming  any  particular  perfon.     As 
t^^grefu    jfifu  Moftem  had  found  means  to  cut  off  almoft  all  the  officers 
who  fervcd  under  Nafr  Ebn  Sayar^  and  intirely  ruined  the 
troops  he  commanded  in  the  general  action,  which  proved  fo 
fatal  to  the  partifans  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyaby  Merfvan*%  go« 
vernor  of  Khorafdn  found  it  impoffible  to  bring  another  army 
into  the  field  againft  the  rebels  before  the  prefent  year.     But 
Nafr  having  now  ailembled  his  forces,  he  advanced  to  Nm^ 
fabouTy  in  order  to  attack  Kahtabcy  who  had  taken  upon  him- 
felf  the  command  of  Ibrahim^  troops.     The  vicinity  of  the 
two  armies,  as  neither  of  them  was  difpofed  to  continue  long 
in  a  ftate  of  inaction,  brought  on  feveral  vtrj  fierce  engage- 
ments, wherein  Nafr  was  generally  woriled,'  and  loft  30,000 
men,  killed  and  taken  prifonersj  which  flill  more  and  more 
animated  the  partifans  of  the  houfe  of  JlJbbds.    ^rom  Nat-' 
fabour  Khataba  marched  to  Jurjan^  Jurjdnay  or  Georgianay  the 
capital  of  a  province  of  the  fame  name,  attacked  Banana  Bhn 
Hanthahy  who  had  pofted  himfelf  with  a  body  of  droops  near 
that  city,  overthrew  him  with  great  {laughter,  made  him* 
felf  mafter  of  his  camp,  and  took  i  very  confiderable  quan? 
tity  of  plunder.     As  tor  Banana  himfelf,  he  was  killed  in 
the  -aSion ;  which  flill  farther  embarrafled  the  Kbalif*s  af- 
fairs.    With  regard  to  the  province  and  city  of  yurjauy  of 
Jurjanay  fome  of  the  eaflern  geographers  make  them  to  ap- 
pertain to  Taberijiany  others  to  Kborafany  and  others  to  KboW' 
erazm ;  they  being  fituated  upon  the  frontiers  of  aU  thofe 
countries.    But  jtbulfedoy  with  whom  w^  are  difpofed  to  agree 

^  DioNYS.  TatMARBNs.  spud  Jof.  Sim.  AfTemsn.  ubi  fap.  p. 
107/103.  at  etipfe  jos.  Sim.  Asseman.  ibid.  Theophan.  obi 
fup.  p.  353,  354.    Georg.  Cedren.  hifioriar.  coropend.  p  4.61. 

Theoph.  Sic.  Bat^ r.  ubi  (up*  P-  280.    Rodbric  Tol^tav. 
phifup. 
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in  this  particidar,  afierts  them  to  be  feparated  and  diftinA 
£fom  every  one  of  thofe  regions ;  and  is  followed  herein  by 
moft  of  the  oriental  geographers  of  a  later  date.  For  a  far- 
ther defcription  of  the  province  of  Jurjan^  or  Jurjana^  and 
its  capital,  we  muft  beg  leave  to  rdTer  our  curious  readers  to 
GoliuSy  who  in  this  point,  as  well  as  many  others  of  afimilar 
nature,  will  give  them  fall  'and  ample  fatisfa£tion  ^. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here,  that,  according  to  Conftan- 
Th^pbants^  Dakbdk^s  rebellion  was  extinguifhed  in  the  fifth  tine  Co- 
year  of  Cmftantim  Copronymus ;  tho',  in  this,  he  runs  counter  pronymut 
%:%  what  has  been  advanced  by  DionyJiusTelmarenJis.  The  for-^^^'^  f» 
jncr  of  thofe  authors  has  likewife,  as  well  as  Cedrenus^  re*  ^'^'^''^^ 
marked,  that  the  emperor  Conjlantine  Copranymus^  encouraged  '?'*  ^^^ 
by  the  diilenfions  that  then  reigned  amongft  the  Arah^  made  '***  ^'* 
an  impreffion  upon  Syria  ^ni  DuUchia^  with  a  powerful  army, 
the  fame  year ;  though  neither  of  thofe  writers  has  handed 
.  down  to  us  the  particulars  of  that  expedition.     There  hap* 
pcned  feveral  infurredions,  if  we  will  believe  Roderic  of  To* 
kd9^  this  year  in  Spain ;  many  of  tht  Arabs  there  being  highly 
dtfiatisficd  with  the  condudof  7i</^  who  had  fucceeded  Y/&9* 
aba^  SL  warlike  and  magnanimous  commander,  in  the  govern* 
jnent  of  that  fertile  and  opulent  region.     This,  as  the  fame 
writer  obferves,  occafioned  a  vaft  eiFufion  of  human  blood ; 
tfao'  the  difierences  that  had  for  fome  time  prevailed  amongft 
the  Jkh/Ums  there  were  at  laft  amicably  compofed,  and  the 
puhlip  tranquility  iii  every  part  of  that  country  perfectly  re- 
fiored*'. 

In  the  year  of  the  Hejra  131,  Nafr  Ebn  Sayar,  in  orderJbrahim 
to  avoid  falling  into  the  bands  of  Ahu  Mefiem^  fled  to  Rayay/eixed^  and 
a  town,  according  to  fome  of  the  eafierh  geographers,  be*f»f  '» 
longing  to  Deylam^  but,  as  others  will  have  it,  to  Khorafdn. dgath.ly 
Soon  after  his  arrival  there,  he  fell  fick,  and  was  carried  to  Mcrwaiu 
Sdu/ay  near  Hamadany  or  Hamadany  where  he  expired.  About 
this  time,  Ibrahim  Ebn  Mohammid^  attended  by  his  brothers^ 
^In^l  Ahbds  and  Abu  Jfiafary  his  fon,  his  uncle,  and  a  con- 
fiderabJe  number  of  fervants,  went  on  pilgrimage  to  Mecca. 
As  he  sLnd  his  retinue  rode  on  thirty  camels  richly  capa(;ironed, 
appeared  in  fplendid  attire,  attended  by  a  more  than  ordinary 
quantity  of  baggage,  and  madic  a  very  confulerable  figure  ; 
^usjourni:y  could  not  long  be  concealed  from  Merwan^  then. 

^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  AlMakin^  Hamdalla>  Sa*io 
Ebn  Ail,  At  Jvrjani,  Yakut,  Ism.  Abulfed.  in  gcogr.  Go- 
Lif  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  190,  191.  Alb.  Schult.  ind.  geographic* 
lb  vit.  Salad.  &c.  ^  Thbophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  354..  Georq. 

^EDRB.N.  DioNTs.  Telmarens.  apud  Jof.  Simon.  AiTetnan.  ubi 
fjip.  p.  to8.  at  et  tple  Jos.  Simon.  Ass^mai^.  ibid.  Hoperic. 
X^LpTAif*  abi  fup. 
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in  the  territory  ef  Damafius  ^  the  inhabitants  of  the  defiuts  of 
Sbuniy  as  well  as  thofe  of  Mecca  and  Medina^  gtviug  the 
Khalif  immediate  intelligence  of  it.     Befides,  IbrakMs  in- 
tentions being  already  fuificieotly  made  manifdH  by  what  had 
lately  happened  in  KhorafaUy  it  was'impoffible  that  his  pilgn- 
mage  to  Miccay  which  was  performed  with  fo  much  pomp 
and  parade,  could  long  remain  a  fecret  either  to  Menaam 
himfelf,  or  his  governors  iii  Syria  and  Irak.     This  joumcyi 
therefore,  being  ioon  difcovered,  the  commandant  of  Damap 
(usy  by  the  Khalifa  order,  fent  a  detachment  of  horfe  to  pur* 
fue  him  s  which  came  up  with  hihi  iitzx  Marrdn^^  feized  hiov 
carried  him  to  that  city,  and  confinc'd  him  in  priibn'loaded  wiA 
irons,  where  he  foon  after  died.     Authors,  however,  are  not 
perfe^iy  agreed  with  regard  to  the  circumftances  attending  his 
death  \  fome  of  them  allerting,  that  he  was  deftrojred  by  drmk« 
ing  a  ppifonous  draught,  others  by  the  fall  of  an  old  ruinous 
budding,  and,  lafUy,  others  by  placmg  his  head  upon  a  poifoned 
pillow.     But  whichfoever  ot  thefe  accounts  may  be  true,  he 
bad,  fome  time  before  he  was  taken,  ordered  his  brother  AbuH 
Abbas  to  retire  to  Ciifay  and  commanded  all  thofe  that  attended 
him  to  acknowledge  him  KhaHf  after  his  deceafe.     Jlbu*l 
Abb&Sy  therefore,  in  confequence  of  this  order,  had  made  the    , 
beft  of  his  way,  with  his  brother  Abu  Jaafary  his  uncle,  and    I 
feveral  of  his  friends,  to  that  place.     There  he,  with  his  fia-    i 
roily,  lay  concealed  till  the  troops,  who  had  declared  in  favour  1 
of  the'houfe  of  AlAbbau  to  whom  Ibrahim  had  written,  and  ^ 
recommended  him  in  the  ftrongeil  terms,  advanced  to  his  fop-    , 
portv   According  to /)/tfff^i  7>/i77jr^^r,  feveral  violent  fbocks   j 
ot  an  earthquake  were  lelt  this  year  m  Syria ;  one  of  whidf  J 
overthrew  St.  Marf%  church  in  the  city  of  Mabyg^  or  Man*    , 
bijf  and  deftroyed  the  biihop,  and  a  great  number  of  Cbri'^ 
Jiiansy  who  wer^buried  under  the  ruins  of  that  church,  whi- 
ther they  had  retired  for  fhelter.    It  feems  to  appear  from 
Theophanesy  that  AterwAtj  either  towards  the  beginning  of 
this  or  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  year,  difmantled  the  city  of  ' 
HeliopoUs  in  Syria ^  and  put  all  the  principal  men  of  that  place  j 
to  the  fword.     The  fame  author  likewife,  as  well  as  Ctdrenus^   ^ 
informs  us,  that  there  happened  about  this  time  a  dreadful   j 
earthquake  in  Palefiinii  and  particularly  that  part  of  it  bor-  ^ 
dcring  upon  the  Jordan^  which  overturned  many  churches,    | 
nionaflei  les,  and  towns,  and  deftroyed  vaft  numbers  of  people.    ^ 
Nay,  it  appears  from  thofe  writers,  that  the  (hocks  of  this 
"   earthquake,  which  was  probably  the  fame  with  that  men- 
tioned by  Dionyjius  TilmarenfiSy'wcxt  perceived  in  almoft every    , 
<)ifiri<il  of  Syria.     It  may  be  inferred -from  the  Gretk  writers,    i 
that  the  imperial  fleet,  furprized  that  of  the  Arabs^  cooftfting    { 
of  a  thoufand  (hips,  in  one  of  the  ports  of  CjfruSy  about  the    ) 
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fcsLT  vrc  arc  now  upon,  and  fo  intirel^  defeated  ft,  that  only 
three  of  them  efcapcd.  After  the  exundion  of  the  late  re« 
licllions  in  Sfain^  Tufef^  tho'  of  a  libidinous  and  petulant  dif- 
l^oGtion,  conduced  anairs  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  Mifjltmi  of 
that  country,  according  to  Roderic  of  Toledo^  the  prefent  year* 
We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  Ibrahim  Ebn  MohcuHmed^ 
ind  his  family,  held  their  reiidence  at  Hunain^  otHomaimay  a 
town  of  the  Arabian  Jrai^  before  the  late  cataftrophe  happened' 
Id  hin%  ®. 

Th^  following  year,  being  the  xyii  of  thcHifra^  com»  Abul 
nuencing  jiugufi  20th,  749,  AhuH  AbhasEhn  Mobammedy  fur-  Abba* 
oaraed   jfl  SaffaK  on  Friday^  the  rath  of  the  former  Rabij  troclaimi 
irent  fromjibu  Mojlema*^  houfe  at  Cufa^  after  evening  prayer  J^*l"» 
bad  been  performed  in  the  mofque  of  the  Banu  jfyub^  to  his  own  ^    ■'* 
palace  there*     The  next  day,  all  the  officers  of  the  troops  can*  "w^iL^^j 
toned  in  and  about  that  city,  each  of  them  cloathed  in  Uack,  -.  *""'*■''' 
•nd  mounted  on  a  good  horfe,  with  a  ^iifKuA  by  his  fide,  form- 
ed a  fort  of  military  cavalcade,  and  paid  their  duty  to  him, . 
Soon  after  which,  Abtfl  Abbasy  with  that  whole  tram  of  the 
Ifiilitary  men  attending  him,  went  from  his  own  palace  to  the 
isitadel,  or  imperial  palace,  where  he  iirft  haransued  them,  and 
iicn  received  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  him.  This  ceremony 
Mring  over,  he  fent  his  uncle  Abdallahyvn^  a  powerful  army,  to 
tftack  Aferwdn*s  forces  that  were  incamped  ntzr  Tubar^  at  a 
iaudl  diftance  from  Mawfely  or  Mofuly  where  that  Khalifw2s 
ben   ^waiting  for  an  account  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  body  of 
loops  he  had  ordered  to  march  againft  Kahtaba^  one  of  the 
Aeateft  generals  of  the  age,  confiftin^  of  20,000  mefi,  under 
Ibe  command  of  7>z/W,  his  governor  of  Irak.     Kahtabare* 
seiring  advice  of  ITezId's  approach,   immediately  advanced 
feainft  him,  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  in  order  to  give  hint 
le,  foon  brought  him  to  a  general  a£Hon,  intircly  defeated 
_,  and  obliged  him  to  fly  toTVafet.     Early  the  next  mom- 
,   Kahtaba'$  forces  paflled  the  EuphraUSy  in  purfuit  of  the 
rapoquiihed  enemy ;  but  the  waters  of  that  river  being  then 
jlrelled  to  an  uncommon  height,  both  he  and  his  horfe  were 
away  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  and,  according  to 
of  the  Arab  writers,  never  met  with  ;  tho\  if  others  of 
may  be  believed,  his  body  was  afterwards  found.     Be 
as  it  will,  this  tragical  event  by  no  means  cooled  the  ar- 
lotzr  of  his  troops,  who,  under  the  condud  of  his  fon  Hamid^ 

«  Aair  Jaafar  Al  Taiiak.  At  Marin,  ubi  fap.  Greg. 
I^sv^l-Faraj,  M  fap.  p.  213.  D^Hsrbel.  fiiblioth.  orient,  ubi 
ii^.  Theophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  3^4,  359.  Gborc.  Cedre^}.  ubi  fup. 

p«.    462.     DlONYS.TELMARfMS.  Uhi  fup.     j^ODERlC.  TOLETAN. 

ftbiibp.  c.xvii,  p«  16. 
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continued  to  purfuc  the  ftigi^ives  with  fo  much  vigo*jr,  that 
they  .foon  difperfed  them  in  (uch  a  manner,  that  they  found  it 
ab(oIuteIy  impof&ble  Co  rally.     After  the  end  of  the  a^tioDt 
Hamid  returned  with  his  vi£lorious  army  to  Cufa^  and  Aim 
Moflema  Ebn  Al  hhdal  was  declared  privy-counfellor  to  Aiu*l 
Abbas,  A  body  of  troops  was  afterwards  fent  to  block  up  Ylnud 
Ebn  Om/ir  Ehn  Hobeira  in  IVdfrt ;  which  formed  a  camp  at 
Najila^  before  they  entered  upon  any  farther  military  opera- 
tions. *  'The  new  Kbal/fj  Abu'l  Abbas^  whofe  mother  Rabte^ 
or  Radiaby  was  the  daughter  of  Abd^allab  Ebn  Abldy  was 
cloathed  in  black  4t  the  time  of  .his  inauguration,  and  retired^ 
a  month  after  the  conclufion  of  that  ceremony,  to  Ankir^  a 
city  of  Iraky  upon  the  Euphrates^  which  he  made  the  feat  of 
the  Khalifat  J  and  confequently  the  capital  of  the  Mojlem  cm* 
pire,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  ^. 
Abd^allah      Soon  after  Abd'allahj  with  his  army,  had  taken  poft  near 
liJtewi/e    Tubatj  Merwan  received  advice  of  the  defeat  of  his  forccc 
•vir-        under  3^z/W,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Euphrates.     This 
tbrowt^      bad  news  greatly  a^lifled  him ;  tho'  he  in  a  Ihort  time  reoH 
Merwan.  vered  himfelf,  and  refolved  to  give  the  enemy  battle.     A  ge- 
neral adion,  therefore,  immediately  enfued ;  in  the  beginning; 
of  which  the  Khaliffound  himfelf  obliged  to  difmount^  in  or- 
der to  make  water.    But  now  a  fecond  misfortune  happened 
oF  much  worfe  confequence  to  his  affairs  than  the  former. . 
For,  he  had  no  fooner  fet  his  foot  on  the  ground,  than  hir. 
borfe  took  fright,  and  ran  with  great  fwiftneis  into  the  midft- 
of  his  men }  who,  feeing  the  beaft  without  his  rider,  imagindl, 
that  the  Khali/  was  flap,  at  the  iiril  onfet ;  and  therefore^witiK 
out  taking  any  care  to  inform  themfelves  farther  in  this  mat«^ 
ter,  left  their  ranks,  and  betook  themfelves  to  a  precipitate^ 
flight.     Nor  could  the  KhaUfy  though  he  made  all  poffible  ti^ 
forts,  to  rally  them,  bring  them  again  to  the  chaise ;  lb  tfat^ 
the  only  expedient  he  could  purfue  at  this  melancholy  jundme^^ 
was  to  fly  to  Damafcusj  then  the  capital  of  his  empire. 
But  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  finding  his  condition  defpe^^l 
rate,  treated  him  with  contempt,  and  abandoned  him  ;  whidk; 
unexpe6^ed  dei^rtion  obliged  him  to  leave  that  place,  and  flv- 
into  Egypt ;  over  which  country  he  had  appointed  AhiaUaks 
Ehn  Al  Magbarah^  one  o^  his  favourites,  after  the  difmiffion  of  I 
joweirah  Ebn  Sahly  to  prefide,  the  preceding  year.     Here  he- 
maintained  himfelf  for  fomp  time  ;  but  was  at  lad  attacked^ 
ahd  put  to  death,  by  Abd'allah  Ebn  All's  brother  SaUhy  who 
was  fent  againft  him  §t  the  head  pf  ^  ftrong  detachment,  ini 

'  ^  Greo.  Apu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fqp.  p.  213,  214.  Abu  Jaafav' 
Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  93, 94.  D'Herbsl.  Biblioth«|{ 
orient.  an.P'farvanll.  p  559'  GoLii  not.  ac}  Alfragan,  p.  124. 
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town  or  village  of  Sa'td<^   or  Thcbais^  called   Bustr  Kuri^ 
das^  on  Sunday  the  27th  of  the  \zix.tr  Jornada,     At  the  battle 
e/  Tuharj  an  incredible  number  of  MerwarCs  foldicrs  were 
killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  many  more  drowned  in  the  Euphra^ 
U5\  amongft  the  latter  of  which  the  Khahf  Ibrahim  Ebn  Al 
IValid  Ebn  Abialmahc^  who  had  formerly  been  depofed,  is 
.  faid  to  have  been  by  fome  of  the  Arab  writers.    After  that  de- 
cifive  adion,  Abd'allah^  AbiCl  Abb&i\  general,  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  enemy's  camp,  where  he  found  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  plunder,  and  purfued  Merwan  iirft  to  Kinnifrm^ 
and  afterwards  to  Hems^     From  the  latter  of  thofe  places  thai 
.  Kba^/Red  to  Damafcusj  where  he  met  with  the  reception  al- 
ready mentioned  ;  which  obliged  him  to  make  the  beft  of  his 
way  through  Palejiint  into  Egypt.  As  AbuH  Abbas's  troops  con- 
tinued the  purfuit,  without  the  leaft  interruption,  a  vaft  mul« 
titude  of  the  partifans  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  periihed  on 
Ais  occafion  i  which,  as  Abfallah  Ebn  Alt  himfelf  was  pleafed 
ft)  obferve,  completely  revenged  the  death  of  Hofein.    As  for 
die  citizens  of  Damafcus^  tho'  they  had  k  (hamefully  deferted 
Minuan^  diey  refufed  to  open  their  gates  to  the  vidors;  upon 
which,  Sakb  Ebn  AliyWho  was  fent  agatnft  them  hy  Abu  I  Abbas 
with  a  body  of  troops,  entered  their  city  by  force,  and  gave  it  up 
to  the  foldiery  to  be  plundered  for  three  whole  days.     He  alfb 
put  to  the  fword  AlU^aUd  Ebn  Mdawiyab  Ebn  Merwan  Ebn  Al 
liaigmj  Merwdn^s  governor  of  the  place,  and  then  purfued  his        ; 
jl^ute  into  Egypt*    However,  before  his  departure^  if  we  will 
lelieve  jfbu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  and  AbiCl-Faraj^  he  intirely 
jlifmantled  that  city,  and  caufed  the  bones  of  the  princes  of 
ihe  bouie  of  Ommiyah^  interred  there,  to  be  dug  out  of  their 
jpives,  and  ordered  them  alt  to  be  burnt.     The  latter  of  thofe 
^«othors  likewife  relates,  or  at  leaft  feems  to  intimate,  that  Ab- 
Jtallab  Ebn  ^//himfelf  purfued  Mertvdn-into Egypt y  and  not 
|kis  brother  5^?/?^,  as  the  former  of  them  is  plea^d  to  aflert ; 
as  alfo,  that  Merwan  was  killed  with  a  lance  in  the  mofque  at 
■BAsirj  on  the  laft  day  but  one  of  the  month  DhuUhajja,  After 
Ivhich,  his  head  was  cut  off,  and  fent  as  a  prefent  to  AbuU 
Akbds  \  who,  at  the  firft  fight  of  it,  adored  God  in  a  moft 
4evout  manner,  diftributed  10,000  dinars  amortgft,  the  poor, 
lind,  in  conjunSion  with  Abiallah  Ebn  Ally  his  general,  re- 
turned thanks  to  the  Deity  for  delivering  into  his  hands  his 
formidable  competitor,  or,  as  he  was  nicknamed  by  Al/d'allah^ 
tbe  Afs  rf  Mefopotamia  s. 

«  Greg.  Abv*l-Faraj,  Abu  Jaafar  Al  TASAR.et  AlMa-. 
KtH,  ubi  fap.  D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient  ubi  fup.  Khondemiji, 
60L11  not.ad  Alfragan.  p.  100,  loi.    Aut.  lib.  Al  Moshtarec,. 
■pod  Ifnci,  Ai>9lfcd,  in  ^gvpt  clLai,  cogn.  ii,  ut  et  ipfe  Abulfei>. 

ikid.  -  •     '   — 

With 
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McrwinV      With  regard  to  MirwarCs  charaSer,  he  is  faid  by  jihu 
tbarader,  J^uifar  Al  Tabari  to  have  been  a  valiant  and  magnanifnoiw 
prince,  endued  with  great  prudence,  and  thoroughly  veried 
in  all  the  aru  of  government.   He  fat  upon  the  throne  a  liitle 
*  above  five  years,  and  was  fixty-nlne,  or^  as  others  fay,  fifty- 
nine,  or,  laftly,  as  others  will  have  it,  fifty-fix,  years  of  age, 
at  the  time  of  his  death.     He  left  behind  nim  two  fons,   Ab* 
ifallab  and  Jbd^aJaziz ;  the  former  of  which  was  afterwards 
taken,  and  thrown  into  prifon,  where  he  remained  till  the 
Khalifat  of  Harun  Al  Rafl^itL     He  was  then  releafed  from  his 
cohfinement,  tho'  loaded  with  irons  for  fome  time  after  that 
event,  died  childlefs,  and  was  buried  at  Baghdad*    The  firft 
day  of  Merwan^^  reign  was  Sunday^  and  the  lafl  Tburfday, 
His  fecretary  was  Abd^alhamid  Ebn  Tahya ;  the  captain  of  hit 
guards  Al  Kawtbar  Ebn  Al  Afwad  Al  Anawi ;  his  chamber* 
lain  his  freed-man  Sailaby  or  Saflat^  as  he  is  called  hyAlMa^ 
ktn  i  and  his  judge  Othmdn  Al  Ttmi,  The  infcription  of  his  feal 
was,  O  wji  many  remember  death.     The  Arabs  cxprels  the 
date  of  the  cataftrophe  that  befell  the  houfe  of  Orhmiyab^  \n 
the  perfon  o^Merwan^  who  was  the  lafl  Khalifoi  that  houfe, 
by  the  word  Kalb^  which  confifts  of  three  letters,  Kaf  Lam^ 
and  Bay  denoting  132,  the  number  of  the  year  of  the  Hsjra 
in  which  Merwdn  was  killed,  and  the  Khalifat  of  the  princes 
of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  intirely  abolifhed  ^. 
Smefar-      Some  of  the  Chriftian  Arabs  have  pretended,   that  tlaa 
tberfar-  Khalifa  when  in  EgypU  attempted  to  violate  the  chaflity  of  a 
iiculart     religious  there.     That  faint,  continue  they,  in  order  to  de- 
relating  /«fend  herfelf  from  the  violence  with  which  Ihe  was  threatened^ 
him*         and  preferve  her  virtue  inviolate,  offered  to  give  Mertvan  an 
unguent,  which  would  render  the  part  rubbed  with  it  in¥ui« 
nerable ;  and  begged,  that  he  would  firfl  try  the  experiment 
upon  her.    To  this  the  Khaltf  readily  agreed,  anointed 
her  neck  with  it,  and  then  with  one  blow  of  his  fcymitar  cut 
off  her  head  ;  making  in  this  manner  undefignedly  a  martyr  ol 
her.     Merwan  is  faid  by  fome  of  the  eaftern  writers  to  have 
'    been  a  greater  eater  than  moft  of  his  time.     Tho'  the  Kbalifs 
of  the  houfe  of  Al  Abbas  endeavoured  to  dellroy  all  the  defccnd<> 
ants  of  this  prince,  yet  we  are  told,  that  one  of  them  efcaped 
lirfl  into  Egypt^  afterwards  into  Africa^  and  laft  of  all  into 
Spahy  where  he  founded  the  fecond  dynafty  of  the  Ommiyan 
princes,  who  affumed  the  title  of  Khaltf  there.     We  leam 
from  Theophanesy  Dlonyjius  Telmarenfsy  CedrenuSj  artd  Abu*/- 
Farajy  that  the  laft  battle,  the  lofs  of  which  proved  the  total 
ruin  of  Merwdnh  affairs,  was  fought  upon  the  banks  of  the 

*  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  AlMakin^  ubi  fup.  p.  94..  D'Her- 
XIL.  Bibliotb.  orient,  ubi  fup.  p.  559.  E^tycu.  ubrfufikp.  392 —  • 
395.  Orbq.  AbuY-Faraji  ubi  fup. 
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I  Zaby  a  river  that  has  its  fource  betvvreen  the  cities  of  Irbil^ 
mArbeUiy  and  Mawfil^  or  MofuU  and  feems  to  anfwer  to 

I  the  Lycus  of  5^rtf^tf,  As  Abiil  Abbas  Al  Saffah^s  troops  had 
not  only  fwarthy  complexions,  but  were  hkewife  drciled  tn 

!  black,  they  were  termed  by  the  Arabs  Mefuadi^  by  the  Sy- 
nuns  Uchama^  which  words  denoted  black  in  the  Arabic  and 
Syriac  languages,  and  Afaur^phori  by  Theophanes  and  Cedre* 
nus.  As  the  grofs  of  Abu*l  Abbds^s  army  was  formed  of  the 
natives  of  Khorafdn^  whofe  country  bordered  iipon  PerfM^^ 
{hey  are  likewiie  called  Per/tans  by  fevcral  authors.  Theo^ 
fbenes  denominates  the  fpot  on  which  the  two  armies  en* 
gaged  Zaba^  and  Dianyjius  Tglmarenfis  Beth  Zabt ;  probably 
becauie  Menvdn^  as  we  are  informed  by  AbuH-Faraj^  had» 
for  feme  time,  fixed  his  refidence  there,  or,  at  leaft,  in  the 

i  neighbourhood  of  th«t  place.  After  the  defeat  of  his  forces^ 
that  prince  fled  to  Harrdn;  from  whence,  a  bridge  havino;  been 
before  thrown  over  the  Euphrates^  probably  nesLtBatny  Batdn^ 

I  orBettdn^  he  made  bis  efcape  into  Syria,  and  afterwards  gra- 
dually into  Egypty  where  he  met  with  the  above-mentioned 
&te :  notwithftanding  which,  the  Moflems  ftill  continued,  ac<^ 
pordingto  Roderk  of  Toledo,  to  be  governed  by  his  lieutenant 

Tufi/,  in  Spain  ^. 

i  *        '  ' 

I  SECT.    XXI. 

i  THE  fame  year,  the  new  Khali fAiuUAbbdsAlSaf ah  ordered  The  ^e- 
\  ^  Abu  Mojlema  EbnAlHalal  to  be  put  to  death,  for  forming  titnurs  of 
a  defign  to  transfer  the  Khalifat  to  the  houfe  of  ^//,  or  Ahu  Ta^  protvince* 
W,  from  that  of  Al  Abbas.  He  alfo  cut  off  Terid  Ebn  Omar  Ehn  ^^i^^^d 
Sobeira,  though  he  had  before  promifed  to  take  him  und^r  his  ^^  ^^  ^^^' ' 
protedlon,  becaufe  he  had  entered  into  fome  machinations  '*".^ 
to  fix  Abd'allah,  the  fon  of  Ha/an  Ebn  Hofein  Ebn  Ali  Ebn  '^^^/'' 
Abu  Taleb  upon  the  Mojlem  throne.     After  thefe  executions,  "^^^^^-^ 
he  conferred  upon  his  brother  ^^«  Jaafar  Al  Mansur  the  go- 
vernment of  Aderbijan^  as  well  as  that  of  Armenia  and  Mefo- 
fotamia;  upon  his  hrothcr  lahya  that  of  Moful'^  upon  his 
uncle  David  that  of  liejaz  and  Taman ;  upon  his  uncle  Ifa 
that  oiCiifa ;  upon  Sofian  Ebn  Mouwiyah  Al  Mchallehi  that  c^ 
Sofra ;   upon  Mohammed  Ebn  Abd'alrahman  Ebn  Al  AJh/b 
that  of  Perfta  j   upon  Mansur  Ebn  Jamhur  that  of  India 

*  D^HfERBEL.  Biblioth.  orient,  ubi  Tap.  Theophan.  chroco- 
graph,  p.  355,  356.  DioNYs.  Telmarens.  apud  jof.  Sim.  Allc- 
njan.  obi  fup.  p.  108,  109.  ot  et  ipfc  ]o%,  Sim.  Asseman.  ibid. 
Georo.  Cedreh.  hifloriar.  compend.  p.  462.  Theopiiil.  Sicri-R.. 
Bayer,  ubi  fup.  p.  aSo,  281.  Greg.  Abu'lFaraj,  ubi  fup. 
VOLn  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  239,  252,  &c.  Strab.  lib.  xvi.  Ro- 
•£Ric.  ToLETAM.  hift.  Arab,  ubi  fup. 

and 
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and  Sindla ;  upon  Aiu  MojUm^  who  had  brought  about  the 
revolution  in  favour  of  the  race  of  Al  Abhas^  that  of  Kbara- 
fan ;  upon  his  uncle  Ah^allah  Ebn  Alt  that  of  Syria  ;  and, 
Jaftly ,  upon  his  uncle  Saleh  Ebn  Alt  that  of  Egypt.     The  lalt 
of  which  governors  chofe  for  his  deputy  Abu  Awn  Ebn  Abdal* 
make  Ebn  Tezid.     Abd^allah  Ebn  Alt  Ebn  Al  Abbas^  after  hb 
return  from  Ramifii^  made  a  public  entry  into  Damafcus^  in  order 
to  take  pofleffion  of  his  new  government,  and  exercifed  unheard* 
of  cruelties  upon  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  On  myab  there. 
Some  of  them  he  tortured  in  a  moft  barbarous  and  lubumait 
manner,  and  others  he  burnt  to  death.    At  Rujafa^  he  or- 
dered Hejham  Ebn  AbSalmalec  to  receive  120  Itripes  upon  Ins 
bare  back ;  which  feparated  the  fle(h  from  the  bones  in  fucfa 
a  manner,  that  it  all  fell  to  the  ground,  and  was  reduced  tD 
aihes,  by  this  cruel  governor's  commaad ;  who,  at  the  (ame 
time  faid,  ^^  This  is  done  by  way  of  retaliation  for  the  barha* 
^^  rous  treatment  met  with  by  my  father  from  him,  who  toU 
*<  me,  that  he  received  formerly  oo  flripes  for  no  crime  at  alL* 
By  the  preceding  lift  of  governors  and  provinces,  it  dearly  ap* 
pears,  that  the  Moflem  empire  was  of  a  vaft  extent,  wihen  M 
Saffah^  the  firft  of  the  Kbalifi  of  the  family  of  Jl  Abhh^ 
afcendcd  the  throne  ^. 
TbeY^TL'       The  following  year,  being  the  133d  ofihtHejray  com* 
liPi  tro<fs  njencing  Augufi  9,  750,  the  people  oi  Cbakidenty  a  diftridof 
gainfevi'  Syria  feparated  by  the  province  of  Chalybonitis  from  the  £»j 
ralad'      phrateSj  took  up  arms  in  favour  of  the  houfe  of  O/ant^fliu 
nfantffges   ^nd  advanced  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Hems  i  but  wt~~ 
onjtr  the    overthrown  there  by  the  Khalif*s  troops,  called  Maurophtri 
fartijam   qTjcQpbanes^  who  put  four  thoufand  of  them  to  the  fi 
X  /  f     About  the  fame  time,  a  body  of  Arabs  of  the  fzQXon  of 
Ommi-     ^^^^^  ^^  com  mand  of  on^Burikha^  formed  a  confpiracy 
yah.         ^^  Khaltf  and  cut  off  a  confiderable  number  of  the  ps 
of  the  houfe  of  Al  Abbas ;  but  th^  were  at  laft  difp 
•   with  very  great  lofs,  by  Al  Saffah*s  forces.     As  the  Arabs 
this  occafion  appeared  in  white  cloaths,  and  the  Khalif*^ 
in  black;  hence  arofe  the  two  different  fadions  of  the  ~~ 
and  the  Blacks  in  Syria^  that  have  been  taken  notice  of 
feveral  of  the  eaftern  writers.     However,  Merwan^s 
having  been  cut  off,  after  the  laft  defeat  of  that  prince's  f 
in  Egypty  it  was  embalmec}^  and  expofed  to  public  view 
V  the  principal  cities. of  the  empire  ;  which  effeSually  apt 
commotions.     One  of  the  Greek  hiftorians  informs  us, 
AAertvan's  army,  overthrown  at  the  battle  of  Zabay  coni 
of  300,000  men  ;  and  that  he  efcaped  with  only  3000  flavi 
into  Egypt.     Theophanes  relates,  that  the  Arabs  were  dtviddj 

^  Abv  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Ai^Maxih,  ubi  fnp.  p.  97. 
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at  this  time  jnto  two  poweriti}  ft£lions,  which  he  calls  ikt 
Kaifiam  and  the  Jmardtes  \  the  latter  of  which  feem  to  have 
been  cither  the  people  inhabiting  the  province  of  Om&n^  or  that 
branch  of  the  Siiites  denominated  Imamians  by  fome  of  the 
JkloJUm  writers.  Thefe  Imanitesj  according  to  the  fame  au^ 
dior,  were  fuperior  in  fortitude  to  the  Katfians^  had  before  de* 
fboyed  gieat  numbers  of  them,  and  then  joined  the  forces  af^ 
femblcd  by  Kahtaba  to  zSt  in  favour  of  the  houfe  of  vi/  Ahbii. 
Tkfif^  AlinvatCs  lieutenant,  notwithftanding  the  late  revolu- 
tion in  Sjriay  continued  this  year  to  prefide  over  thtAhflenu  in 
Spam  K 

In  the  134th  year  of  the  Hejn^  and  part  of  the  preceding  TSeprHh' 
vear,  the  emperor  Cvnftantine  Copronymus  made  an  irruption  cipai 
into  jlrminia  and  the  neighbouring  provinces,  reduced  the  ci-  events  in 
ties  of  Melitene^  Theod^flopolis^  and  fmray  carried  part  of  ^bt  Mof- 
the  inhabitants.  oiF  with  him  into  ThractyZViA  fei2ed  upon  the  ^^^  ^^' 
greateft  part  of  Armema,    It  appears  from  Tbtaphanes,  that  P^^'^^^^H 
the  KboHfs  oflSccrs,  about  this  time,  butchered  vaft  numbers  '^^{C^f  ^-^ 
of  the  Cbrifiiam  in  Paliftine.     Dianyjius  TebMrenfts  relates j  ^^'^^^ 
that  confiderable  commotions  happened  zt  ASaiphetcaty  Afai^  '^^* 
*   pbercbiny  Maipbira&a^  or  Mayafarkiny  a  city  of  Mefofotamia^ 
this  year.  One  Cyrus  Ebn  Tibitb  advanced  from  thence  at  the 
,    bead  of  a  body  of  troops  into  a  dtftrid  called  Culab^  and  put 
feven  of  the  principal  men  of  that  diftri<Sl  to  the  fword.     Of 
which  .the  inhabitants  of  a  neighbouring  territory,   named 
P  Pbisy  receiving  advice,  they  fortified  their  capital,  raifed  what      ' 
^  forces  they  were  able,  and  made  th^  proper  difpofiti'on^,  under 
tbe  command  and  diredion  of  one  jBhity  a  Syrian^  to  giv^ 
the  enemy  a  warm  reception,  if  they  fliould  think  fit  to  ap-    ' 
pear.     But,  notwithftanding  thefe  difpofitions^  one  Severus^  a 
y  native  of  Pbisj  endeavoured  to  bring  his  countrymen  under  a 
f  foreign  yoke^  and  went  over  to  the  Arabs.    However,  yol>fi 
f  routed  the  troops  fent  againft  th^m  under  the  conduct  of  this 
^  SeveruSy  and  killed  the  greateft  part  of  them  upon  the  fpot. 
^  be  alfo  defeated  Cyruih  governor  of  Culab^  who  had  rebelled 
':  flgainii  his  mafter,  and  poflefled  bimfelf  of  Elul  and  Phafpha^- 
\  J[at ;  driving  him  from  thence  with  confiderable  lofs,.   He  af-» 
r  terwards  advanced  to  Hadar^  efcaped  an  ambufcade  laid  for  him 
y  by  one  Supheriy  who  had  been  reinforced  with  a  body  of  Ar^ib 
[  trpops  commanded  hy  Aw f^  zMofiem  general,  and  intircly  dif- 
\  perfed  that  corps.  Grigary^  an  Iberian^  likewife,  at  this  jund^urei 
If  moved  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  againft  the  people  tnha- 

^       ^  TwfioPHAR.  ubifup.  p.  356-1 — 358.   DioKYs.  TblmaiIens. 

r  apud  Jof.  Sim.  Afleiuan.  ubi  fup.  p.  109.  uc  et  ipfc  Jos.  SiM  As- 

\  SEMA^.  ibid.  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  394 — 397.  ChrisY  CelLaRj 

geograph;  anCiq.  Kb.  iii.  c.  12.  Golji  not.ad^lfragan.  p.  8o»  8ij 

Rod,  Toletan.  hift.  Arab,  ubi  fup.  Salk^s  prdim.difc.  p.  i^y 
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biting  the  blanks  of  the  river  Hara^  and  put  manj  of  them  to 
thefword  ;  which  induced  the  hiembers  of  the  canton  feated 
on  mount  Say  to  flock  to  John^  who  commanded  the  fortes  of 
Phis  in  no  fmall  numbers,  m  order  to  enable  him  to  ei^sel  from 
their  counUy  the  barbarians.  The  eaftem  part  di MBfop^mmia^ 
at  the  fame  time,  renounced  all  ailegiance  to  the  Kbaftf,  and  At 
•up  Bttrikhd^  who  had  been  defeated  the  preceding  year  by  jff 
Saffdb^^  troops,  in  oppoiition  to  him.  ktEdeffa^Ah^^Uab  Mkk 
Btfktr  afllimed  the  fupreme  commniid,  after  he  had  deffaofei 
the  monafteries  offittho^  Rtfmat  m  Taifapha^  Gaimru^  H^ita^ 
St.  Lazarusy  Beth  Maada^  St.  AkeU  ot.  Millesj  and  »ndm^ 
in  the  neighbourhood  vi£deffa^  'Harran^  at)A  7>fe.  The 
winter  this  year  in  Mefopstamia^  avid  the  netghboittiAg  pn>- 
vtnces,  was  extremely  feveie ;  the  ground  beiilg  coveried  t 
long  time  with  faow,  and  the  waters  with  ice.  'i^hb,  to  con- 
jun^ion  tvith  feveral  large  fwarnra  of  locufts,  ti^faidr  intii^ 
confumed  ail  the  com,  produced  a  dreadful  f;;teine  in  Iherkt^ 
Jrtriema^  and  Mefipetemia^  e^pecitiUy  tlie  iaft  of  thelb  pro* 
vinces,^  into  which  a  prodigious  rnvfticude  bad  ttta^  otft  of 
the  othersj  for  the  fake  of  a  fubfiftence*  We  muft  hci^  b^ 
leave  to  obferve,  that  the  city  of  2Wa,  ^die  Covftantkt^  Onn 
fiaritina^  JntipoU^  knd  Afitbeinujia^  of  the  antiitnts,  was,  ac* 
cording  to  Theophi^nes^  fifty-fix  fhtdia  eaft  of  Niftbis^  and  abMt 
the  fame  diftance,  in  arfouthem  dirediofi,  from  Jhmda-y  atkl 
that  MaipberaHaj  called  by  the  Ardhs  Mayafarktn^  and  fcme^ 
times,  by  way  of  contra6hon,  in  the  days  oi  Ahtdfrda^  FMti^ 
^  was  a  ci^  of  M^fopotamia^  about  feven  or  >eight  days  joiiitiey 
from  Mofaly  denominated,  as  k  Ibould  feem,  by  Artmiama 
Mtirc^linus  Macepra^,  and  taken,  without  any  juft  fooiida- 
tion,  by  Renaudot  to  be  Tagrit^  or  the  Martyr^polis  of  Ptiprt* 
fius.  It  muft  Irkewife  be  remarked,  that  Rffderic  of  T'a/eA  if 
undoubtedly  n^iftaken,  when  he  afierts  Ahd'allah  £hn  Mohtm* 
9ud  Bin  Aiij  furnamed  AMI  Ahbas  Al  Saffib^  to  have  been 
inaugurated  this  year;  fmce  he  runs  counter  herein  to  the 
li^holeftream  a^  Mofiem  ahtitjuity,  as  weH  as  to  the  Antfaority 
of  the  be  ft  GreSk  and  Syrian  writers  •^, 

■»  Th^ophak  ubifop.  p.  358.  Osoac.  CeoKEw.  obi  fup.  p. 
463.  DioNYs.  Telmarens.  ubi  fup.  p.  loo^iio.  J6s.  Siw. 
AaSEMAN.  in  ciiiTertat.  de  Monophyfjt.tpafT.  jsm.  AsutFEt).  in 
ddcripc.  Meibpotam.  n.  241.  Ammian.  Marcellin.  lib.  v.  c. 
^6.  Aut.  chronic.  EdeiTen..  apud  Jof.  Sim.  Aifeman.  in  Bibliotfa. 
oriental.  Clementino  Vatican.  Com.  i.  p.  273,  395.  Chrut.  Cei»- 
tAR.  geogr.  antiq.  lib.  iii.  c.  15.  Procop.  Perf.  hb.  i  c.  8.  Strab. 
gcogr.  lib.  xvi.  tlin.  lib  v.  c.  24.  R£naudot.  lit.  orieiu.  torn, 
ii.  p.  271.  TuEortt.  Sigefr.  Bayer,  ubi  fup.  p.  z^i.  RoDERic, 
ToL£TA»K  obi  {\i^.  c.^viii.  p.  17. 


^C.4;  rhi  Hifi$rf  of  iU  Ambi  a^^ 

\  The  iteitt  year,  being  the  135th  of  ritifMfjrd^  Ae  febel  Js  alfr 
' ^Bwikha^  having  raifed  a  powerful  army,  advanced  to  Dora  ^during  tht 
;  where  he  was  irtet  and  engaged  by  the  Khalips  forces,  who/''^^<f'^>^i 
OTeithrew  him  with  very  great  flau^cer.  The  •(lartilkns  of ->'«'•• 
the  houfe  o(Omwiyah  received  likewife  two  ociier  notable  de- 
feats atAfp/iti  and'JAuia ;  the  former  of  which  places,  caUed 
.ibmetimes  ^ni/  Ninweh^  and  by  the  Arabs  Matvftl^  was  a  city 
'  if  Mefopotamiay  feated  upon  the  77^//,  about  fix  days  journey 
iom  Maifhhraiia  ;  and  the  latter,  fuppofed  by  Bar  ligfyraus 
>  have  been  the  fame  with  CAfa^  was  feated,  according  to 
'harif  Al  Edrifi^  upon  tht£uphratesy  ^bout  five  ftations  from 
fgSddd,  It  liras  denominated  by  Akuifeda^  who  makes  U  to 
ave  been  a  (mall  town  in  his  days,  t>air  Al  Akuiy  and  placed 
y  him  at  no  great  diftance  from  Baghdad^  abo^tit  ten  para* 
|s  froin  Al  madayen  upon  the  Tigris;  tho*  he  takes  it  td 
a  different  city  from  Ch/a.  After  thefe  defeats,  in  which 
rebels  loft  abundance  of  men,  the  f^///*  appointed  Jchn^ 
e  general  of  Pbis^  who  had  fignalis^  himfelf  fo  much  oti 
y  occafions  againft  the  Arabs  of  Meiphera^/J,  governor  of 
confiderable  extent  of  territory  in  that  part  of  his  aominions^ 
and  loaded  him  with  prefents.  His  brother  ASd*a/Iah  EiH 
Abbamrn^^  who  commanded  the  forces  employed  in  the  re- 
oudion  of  the  rebel  Burikhoy  Al  SaffaA.h^id  before  conftituted      v 

Eemor  of  Mejifotama.  Salikh  Ebn  Sahikh^  another  of  thtf 
^Ufs  generals,  undertook  an  expedition  into  Armenia^  and 
obliged  the  principal  cities  of  that  province  to  deliver  hoftage^ 
mto  his  )iands,  as  pledges  for  their  future  fidelity  to  the  Khali f\ 
«n  which  he  conduded  to  Maipheralfa,  Some  of  thefe  Jobv^ 
the  general  of  Phis^  (bon  after  came  to  releafe  5  upon  which< 
the  people  of  MaipheraEla  would  have  perfuaded  Salikh  to  cul! 
him  ofF  by  treachery ;  but  he  efcaped  by  the  favour  diAhd'allah 
Ebn  Mohammed^  who  took  him  undef  his  protection.  SttpU^n^ 
one  of  the  Onufuyan  commanders  already  mentioned,  died  fud- 
denly  this  year  at  Harrdn.  It  appears  from  Abu  Jaafar  Al 
Tatari  and  AbuU-Faraj^  as  well  as  from  Dionyftus  ftlmarenfis^ 
who  has  been  followed  herein  by  M.  Bayer ^  that  'Ald'allah  Lin 
Mobammedy  who  acquired  fo  much  glory  by  the  defeat  of  the 
r«bel  Barikhoj  mu&  have  been  Al  Saffdh'^  fucccir.f,  the 
Khqltf  4b%s  Jaajqr  Al  Manfur^  who  had  been  appointed 
by  his  brother,  in  ihe  beginning  of  his  reign,  the  governor 
•f  Armeniay  Mefopatamia^  and  Aderbijdn,  Tor,  that  hTs  n:!m<»4 
as  well  as  AlSaffdh's^  was  Abctallah^  may  be  infcncd  from 
all  thofe  authors.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  inform  our  read- 
ers here,'  that  dirhms  were  ftiJl  ftruck  at  Qufa  \  the  auih<»r 
of  this  hiftory  having  one  of  them,  in  excellent  confcrva*^ 
tion,  with  the  following  legend  and  infcriptifin,  according 
kto  ilie  icaincJ  Y^t.  Hur.t^  in  the  Cufn  chzracler,  upon  it  i 
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There  is  no  God,  .  but  the  one  only  GoD  :  He  bos  m  am- 
panUns^  This  diHiem  wms  firuck  at  Cufa  in  the  l^byear. 
By  which  we  are  given  to  underftand,  that  thii  piece  was 
coined  at  Cufay  in  the  134th  year  of  the  Hejraj  or  Ma- 
hamnudan  sera,  and  the  third  of  the  KhaliJ4it  of  'Ahiahh 
Ehn  Mohammed  Ehn  Jli^  furnamed  MuU  yfbbas  M  Saffab. 
The  unity  of  God,  and  his  fuperiority  over  all  other  boiigs, 
intimated  by  the  expreffions,  There  is  no  God  buttheod/m 
GoD)  and  He  has  no  sompanions^  by  which  xJti^  Afohammedm 
exclude  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  from  a  participation  of 
the  divine  nature,  are  points  deducible  from 'the  4th,  the  jth, 
and  the  i  lOth,  chapters,  of  the  Koran,  It  cannot  be  inferred 
from  Roderic  of  Toledo^  fo  often  cited  here,-  that  any  thing  r^ 
markable  happened  this  year,  under  Yujef%  sTdminifiration,  ia 
Spain  *». 
Al  Saf-  In  the  1 36th  year  of  the*  Hejroy  commencing  Juh^  7th| 
fah  V  753,  Abd!allab  Ehn  Mohammed  Ekn  Jli  AhuH  Abbas  Al  Saf- 
deatb,  aftdfahy  the  firft  Khali f  oi  the  houfe  of  y//yf/^^^j,  departed  this  life, 
charaQer,  cither  at  Anbary  according  to  Eutychiusy  or,  as  Abu  Jdofer 
Al  Tabari  will  have  it,  at  Al  Hajhemiyahy  a  city  ercdcd  by 
himfelf,  at  a  fmall  difiance  from  the  fornv^r,  if  not  adjoiniog 
to  it,  on  Sunday,  the  I2th,  or  13th  (for  about  this  auduui  , 
differ)  of  DhuUhajjay.  the  very  day  that  he  completed  his  33^ 
year.  Some  writers  have,  however,  related,  that  be  was  but 
32  years  and  an  half  old  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  diedof 
of  the  fmall  pox,  and  reigned  about  four  years  and  nine; 
months,  according  to  the  beft  of  the  Arab  hiilorians.  He 
was,  as  to  his  pcrfon,  tall,  handfome,  and  of  a  fair  ccm* 
plexion.  His  nofe  was  a  little  diftorted ;  but  he  was^ portly, 
and  of  a  very  good  (ize.  With  regard  to  his  difjpofition,  he 
was  difcreet  and  ^munificent,  had  good  parts,  and  was  ex* 
tremely  averfe  to  (hedding  of  blood  ;  though  he  was  oblig^^ 
contrary  to  his  natural  inclination,  in  order  to  preferve  himfelf 
Upon  tj^e  throne,  to  niaAacre  a  prodigious  number  of  the 
friends  and  adherei»t8  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyahy  befidcs  thofc 
-  ,  he  flew  in^  the  different  engagements  he  had  with  Merwan'i 
forces,  upon   the  Euphrates y    at  Damafcusy    and   in  EiJ{i* 

«  DioNYs.  Telmar.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  AfTeman.  nbifup.  p  !'<?•  . 
ut  et  ipfe  Jos  Sim.  Asseman.- ibia.    Bar  HsBRAt^s,  apud  Jot 
Sim.  Affeman    in  diflcrtat  do  Monophyiit.   ut  et  ipfe  jos.SiM. 
Assemas.  ibid,  et  afib.    Sharif  Ac  Edrisi,  Ism.  Abulfid.  in 

defcript.  Mefopotam.     Golij  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  232 235. 

Alb.Schim.t.  ind.  geograp.ic.  in  vit.  Salad.  Abu  JaafarAl 
Jabar.  Al  Makwn,  ubi  fup  p.  9J — 95.  Grkg.  Abu'l-Faraj, 
iibi  flip.  p.  214..  Tmeo.  H,  SicjErR.  Bayer,  ubi  fup.  Al  Kor. 
Moham.  r  IV,  V,  cxii.  Al  Beidawj,  Jallalo'ddin,  Yahv.4, 
Rod /To  LET  an.  ubi  fup. 
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ifa  Ebn  Mufa^  bis  nephew,  faid  the  ufual  prayers  over  him  at 
wt  time  of  his  interment.     As  a  proof  of  bis  fuigular  muni- 
ficence, we  are  told, '  that  he  made  a  prefent  to  M£allah  Ebn 
Hafan  Ebn  Hcfein  Ebn  Ati.  Ebn  Abu  Tdleb  of  2,000,000  dSrr- 
bems  at  once ;  which  exceeded  every  thing  of  that  kind  that 
had  been  done  by  any  of  his  predeceflors.     He  was  the  fi^fl  of 
the  Kbatifs  who  created  a  privy- counfellor,  namely,  Abu  MoJ-    '■ 
iema  Ebn,AlHalal^  whom  he  caufed  to  be  executed  for  ah  in*  . 
tention  to  transfer  the  Khalifat  from  his  family  to  that  of  Abu 
Taleb^  and  afterwards  KhdUd  Ebn  Barmac ;  thofe  of  the  houfe 
I  of  Ommiyab  making  ufe  of  their  fecretaries  of  ftate  as  coun- 
I  lellors,  whom  they  confulted  on  all  emergent  occafions.     His 
[Judge,  or  Kddiy  was  Abu  Leili  of  Medina,  and  afterwards  Abu 
Tah/a  of  tbeJame  city  ;  tl)e  captain  of  his  guards  was  Abial 
"JMr  Ebn  Abtalrahman  M  A%di ;   and  his  chamberlains 
*Abu  Othman  Ebn  Saleh  and  Ebn  Ghajfan,    TRe  infcription  of 
his  fcal  was,  God  i$  the  truji  ^ Abd'allah,  who  believeth 
in  him.    The  firft  day  of  his  reign  was  Friday,  and  the  Jaft 
"Sunday,  He  had  a  very  tender  afle^ion  and' high  regard  for  the 
bxnAj  ^  Mohammedy  and  was  a  prince  of  very  pious  fenti- 
ments.    Being  one  day  viewing  hlmfelf  in  a  glafs,  s^nd  per- 
!^ving  himfdf  in  the  flower  of  his  ape,  he  addrefled  himfelf 
Nto  God  iit  the  following  terms:   *'  O  God!  I  will  not 
!«•  /ay  what  Soliman  Ebn  Abd^abndlec,  a  Khali f  of  the  houfe 
'f^  aiOmmiyahy  ufed  to  fay,  1  am  the  king  and  prince  of  youth  i 
P^  I  pr^y  thee  to  preferve  my  life  only  for  thy  fcrvice,  and  to 
1^  grant  that  I  may  enjoy  a  greater  (hare  of  health  than  of 
I***' any  other  blcfEngs."     The  words  wtre  fcarceout  of  his  * 
^mouth,  when  he  heard  one  of  the  flaves  in  his  antichamber 
ftiy  to  his  comrade,  **  By  what  I  fee,  there  is  only  five  days 
I**  difference  between  your  age  and  mine.*'     The  Khaltfvf2& 
inamediately  ftruck  with  thcexprefEon,  as  much  as  if  he  had 
itcard  the  divine  decree- intimating  to  him  the  certain  period 
fvf  his  days  ;  which,  in  efFed,  thofe  words  did,  as  he  was  in 
fm  fliort  time  after  attacked  by  the  fmall-pox,  which  carried 
fkim  off  about  two  months  and  five  days  after  they  were  fpo- 
jkcn.     We  a:e  told  by  a  Perftan  hiftorian,  that  this  Khaltf 
was  fumamed  Al  Saffah,  becaufe  he  did  not  obtain  pofTeffion 
idf  the  Khalifat  without  an  incrediblereffufion  of  human  blc^. 
hi  this  prince's  reign,  as  we  arc  informed  by  the  Chri/iian 
Vriters,  the  emperor  Conjiantine  Copronymus  conftitutcd  one 
Jjhak,  a  Chrijiian  bi(hop,  and  his  particular  favourite,  patri- 
arch of  Antiocbj  and  the  eaii,  and  put  to  death  one  Matratinus, 
;for  not  receiving  him  in  that  charafler.     That  emperor  like-    . 
wife  fent  an  order  to  the  patriarch  oi  Alexandria  to  admit  IJhak 
in  the  aforefaid  capacity,  or,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  repair  im- 
mediately  to  Conjlantinople  -,  with  which  he  did  not  think  fit 
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fa  eoMply,    But  IJhak  and  Atbanafiui^  who  fucceedd  hi]Q> 
4ying  foon  after,  one  George  was  advanced  to  the  {^triarchate 
of  AntUch\  and  removed  afterwards  from  that  honourable  poll 
by  the  following  Khalif^  Abu  Jaafar  AlManfury  wh6fubfr 
tuted  in  hts  room  a  Coriftian  bifhop  that  was  one  of  his  mot 
intimate  frierlds.     Iri  the  beginning  o^  the  Khaltfat  <rf  & 
Stiff ah^  fkveral  conflicts  happened  between  his  forces  and  thole 
ef  Afertvin  in  Egypt^  before  he  could  make  himfelf  ablolqte 
mafter  of  that  country.    The  latter  of  thofe  princes  is  faid  to 
.  have  been  extremely  cruel  to  the  Chr0iaiu  in  EgfpU  ^ 
quently  threatening  to  cut  off  the  patriarch  of  AUxekini% 
he^d,  and,  ordering  a  fcymitar  to  be  broujKht  him  for  that  pv 
pofe;  but  receiving  advice,  that  y// ^^t^j&'s  forces,  under  Ai 
command  of  Saleb  EbnAliy  had  entered  Egypi^  he  immedial^ 
pafTed  tht Nile y  took  poft  in  the  city  ofGeez^^  or  Aljixah^h 
^ntieht  MeniphiSy  and  laid  Mefr^  then  the  cajpttal  x/Egfft^l^ 
afhes,  together  with  all  the  corn  and  proviuons  at  tbattiai 
in  the  place.     After  which,  he  felled  upon  ^  nunnery,  it  I 
fflfiall  diilance  from  Geeza,  made  all  the  religious  therein  pti^ 
fonefs,  and,  amongft  the  re{(,  a  beautiful  nim^whofecfaaffilf 
}Te  offi;red  to  violate,  in  the  manner  iriready  related:   A 
Jaafar  AlTabari  fcems  incohfilient  with  himfelf,  io  rehtjai 
Xo  the  ye^r  of  Merwan^b  6t^^xh  ^  intimating  in  one  places  dm 
it  happened  in  the  I32d  year  of  the  He/ra^  and  in,an«ixr 
the  following  yean     Some  of  the  Arab  authors  inform  % 
(h^t  (his  Mcrxvan  was  a  monftrous  glutton,  and  fo  extreindf 
fopd  of  iheep's  kidneys,  that  he  could  not  forbear  wn$ptfl{ 
his  hand  in  the  corner  of  his  vefl,  whenever  he  fawaui^ 
find  tearing  our  of  it  that  part;  which  he  devoured  inunoli- 
utely,     To  this  they  add,  that,  after  the  raVenoi^  operatt)% 
he  threw  off  his  veft,  and  put  on  another ;  and  that  he  \k 
^bove  ten  thoufand  fuch  greafy  veils  behind  him.     Widin* 
gard  to  AlSaffdh's  age,  at  the  time  oJF  his  death,  though,  ac- 
cording to  the  Arab  writers,  this  did  not  exceed  thirty-threa 
years,  as  has  been  already  obfervcd  ;  yet  he  was  forty-twa 

J  fears  old,  when  that  tragical  event  happened,  if  we  will  bo- 
ieve  J^hondemirj  the  celebrated  Perfian  hiftoriaq  ®. 

o  Abtt.  Jaaitar  AlTabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  97— loa 
Crec.  Abu'lFarai,  ubifup.  p.  214,215.  Eutych.  ubi  fnpit 
p.  394 — 397.  GoLii  not-  ad  Alfragan.  p.  124.  Ism.  Abvlfib.] 
V^  V^gypt-  Shaw's  geograp.  obfcrvat.  in  Egypt,  Ar^ia  Pctna,| 
^c.  p.  341.  Ebn  Shohhah,  Aut.  lib.  Bina  Kiti,  Aut.  lib.  Thb-| 
fTAT.  Raquat,  Khonpemir,  ID  Khelaffat  Al  Akhbar.  VideetiaHI 
D'H^ILBBL.  piblipth.  pri^i^C,  ^rt.  ^ar<qan\\,  kSaffabj  p.  5591 
?30,73^ 
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SEC  T.    XXII. 

UPON  the  dcatlv  k^  Abctaliah  Abitl  Abhis  Al  Safah,  his  Aba  Jaa- 
brother  Aku  Jttafar  Al  Manfur^  who,  in  Al  Safah's  far  Al 
tife»time,  hti  been  declared  the  prdumptive  heir  of  the  crown,  Marifur 
was  prodamied  Khalif\n  the  imperial  city  of  Anhcir^  then  the  A^^''^^ 
capita}  of  the  Mo/km  empire.     His  brother,  who  lodged  the  ^  Saffah. 
wUI  made  in  his  fiiydtir  in  the  hands  of  his  uncle  Ifa  Ehn  Ali^ 
with  orders  to  him  to  open  it,  and  oblige  the  peo|>Ie  to  take 
an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  new  Kbalify  as  foon  as  hf  Was  dead, 
had  appointed  Ahu  Joafar  Al  Manf6r  chief  of  the  caravan  of 
pilgrims  vifiting  Mecca  this  very  year ;  io  that  the  latter  was 
Ml  his  journey  to  Mecca  when  me  former  expired.  This  hap-> 
pened  in  the  month  of  Dhi^lhajjay  which,  as  its  name  imports^ 
is  peculiarly  fet  apait  for  the  celebration  of  the  grand  folemnity 
there.    Upqn  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  AtSaffah\  death, 
he  immediately  difpatcfacd  Abu  Mojkm  to  Cufa^  to  take  care 
of  his  afiairs.     When  Abu  Moflem  arrived  there,  in  order  to 
oblige  the  inhabitants  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  ^^ 
Mamur^  and  proclaim  him  Khalifa  he  found  that  Itis  nephew, 
Ifa  £bn  Myfa^  had  been  attempting  to  ufurp  the  Khalifat. 
'  But  the  appearance  of  this  great  general,  who  was  foon  fol- 
r   lowed  by  Al  ManfAr  himfelf,  put  an  end  to  all  the  towering 
i    projeds  of  Ifa^  and  obliged  him  to  afk  pardon  of  the  new 
I    Khtdifior  his  temerity  and  prefumption  j  who  granted  him 
i*  his  life,  upon  condition  that  he  fbould  always  remain  in  a  pri- 
i   vate  ftation.     However,  his  uncle  Abiallah  Ebn  Aliy  then 

rernor  of  $yria'^  was  not  intimidated  by  this  fuccefs ;  tut 
up  for  himfelf  in  that  country,  where  he  gave  Al  Manfur 
\,  lOMch  mote  trouble  than  his  nephew  Ifa  had  done,  as  wiH 
'   hereafter  very  clearly  appear  p. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  Diottyfius  Telmarenfts^  who  lived  Hofilities 
I    about  the  time  that  the  firft  Khalif  of  the  houfe  of  Al  Abbas  cBntiHued 
afcended  the  Mofem  throne,  or  very  foon  after,  that  feveral  ren-  httvetn 
counters  at  leaif,  if  not  bloody  battles,  happened  in  Syria  be-  ^bt  houftt 
twecn  the  partifans  of  that  houfe  and  the  adherents  of  the'  fa-  rf^^  A^" 
mily  of  Ommiyah,  in  the  laft  year  of  /^bu'l  Abbas  Al  Saffdh.  ^^  ««^ 
*  The  particulars  of  thefeaAions,  however,  have  not  been  handed  O™*"** 
down  to  us  \  though  we  may  conclude,  from  the  general  ac-  y**^' 
count  given  us  of  them  by  the  aforefaid  writer  and  T'hecphaiieSy 
that  the  troops  pn  both  fides  committed  dreadful  devaltations 

P  Greg.  Abu'l-Fara  j,ijbi  fup.  p.  215.  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Ta- 
BAR..  Al  Makin,  ih  hi(l.  Saracen,  p.  100.  Khond^mir,  ubi  fup. 
Albert.  fioBov.  deperegr.  Meccan.  p.  iz.  Euxycu.ul^ifup.  p. 
396—399.. 
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in  that  rich  and  opulent  province.  The  Perftans^  however, 
$LS  Dionyfius  calls  the  friends  of  therhodfe  jt)f  Al  Abbas^  proved 
fuperior  to  their  enemies  in  this  war,  and  difntantled  all  the 
fortified  towns  of  Syrian  except  Antioch^  wbofe  fortificatiom 
they  left  intire.  According  to  ^od^ric  of  Toledo^  three  funs, 
or  two  parhelia^  were  feen  either  this  or  the  preceding  year  U 
Corduba  m  Spain.  It  has  been  obferved  by  JRafisj  that  nonia 
.  .  fell  there,  either  this  or  the  following  year ;  which  occafionol 

a  gre^t  fcarcity  of  provifions,  if  not  a  dov«u'ight  famine,  id  that 
fertile  region,  over  which  TufefQWl  continued  to  prefide^ 
Abu  Jaa*      Th5  following  year,  being  the  137th .of  the  Hejra^vrhid^ 
far  ivaft-'    commenced  June  ayth^  754,  Abujaafar  Al  Manfur  EbnM^. 
gurattdat  "jammed  Ebn  Alt  Ebn  Abd^allah  Ebn  Al  Abb&s  was  inaugurate! 
Al  H^flie-  j^t  jfi  Hajhemiyah^  according'  to  Abu  JaafarJl  Tabari^  with  all 
|niyv\«      pofEble  demonftrations  of  joy  on  the  part  of  his  fubjeSs  there 
nis  mother  Salma\  the  daughter  of  Bajhar^  who  had  been  oaly 
his  father's  concubiiic,  was  born  at  Bafra,  He  waj$  firft  falutd 
jChalifzt  a  place  called^/  Safiab^  i.  e.  thefamoui^  tbebrightj  tk 
illujhlous^  &c.  from  whence  he  took  occafion  to  predid,  tb^ 
his  reign  would  be  glorious,  and  diftinguiibed  by  many  afiiom 
of  eclat,     His  uncle  If^ £bn  AH  aflembled  all  the  members  of 
the  houfe  of  Hcjhem  at  Anbdvy  in  order  to  fupport  his  interefti 
before  his  arrival  there.    This,  at  thatjundure,  he  judged  a 
jpeCefT^ry  precaution  j  being  apprehenfivc,  that  his.  nephew's 
title  to  the  Khalifat  would  be  difputed  by  a  powerful  fadionj 
^nd  that,  in  confequence  of  fuch  a  conteft,  new  troubles  in 
-^  jl^e  interior  part  of  the  empire  muft  immediately  enfue'. 
Abu  Mof-    ^^  ^he  mean  time,  Abd'aHah  Ebn  Ali^  Abu'lAhbas's  unde, 
itm  over-  jiaving  been  apprized  of  his  nephew's  death,  and  thai  his  other 
throws      jnephew,  Abu  Jaafar  //  JIAanfir^  brother  to  the  deceafed,  bait 
Abd^allahbeen  proclaimed  Khalif^X  Cufa^  came  to  a  refolutjon  not  to 
Ebn  Ali.  recognize  his  authority  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  this  rcfolu? 
,tion,  caufcJ  bimfelf  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  fame  quality 
at  Damajcus,   ,In  vindication  of  his  conduft  on  this  occafion, 
he  thought  fit  to  alledge,  that  when  Abu'l  Abbas  AlSaffiih^^ 
firft Khalifol  the  houTeof  Al  Abbas^  fent him  to  attack Afer- 
loan^  the  laft  KhoUf  of  the  race  of  Ommtyahy  he  dedaredi 
that,  in  cafe  he  could  deliver  him  and  his  family  from  all  fu- 
ture apprehenfions  of  that  dangerous  >nemy,  who  difputed  die 
empire  wi^h.him,  he  Qiould  be  called  to  the  fucccflion  imoic- 

<  Dionys.'Telmarbns.  ubi  fup.  Theopham.  ad  ann.  Coar 
ftant  Copronym,  non.  apud'Jof.  Sim.  AfTeman.  ubi  fup.  p.  iio.ut 
etipfe  Jps.  Sim.  AssEMAN.  ibid.  Roderic.  Toletan.  ubi  fup. 
Rasjs.  Vide  ctiam  Hifpan.  illuftrat.  p.  703.  Francofurti,  1603., 

^  Abit  JAAPAR  Al  Tabari,  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  loq. 
E'JTycH.  ubi  fup.  p.  356— —399, 
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diatdy  ^fterbim^  and  that  having  executed  that  prince's  or-* 

ders,  in  relation  to  Mrrwan^  he  thought  he  had  a  right,  in 

jKirfuance  of  the  aforefaid  declaration,  to  afpire  to  the  Mef- 

km  tbrcme.    To  fupport  his  pretenfions  to  the  Khalifat^  he 

raifed  a  powerful  army  in  jtrabia^  Syria,  and  Mefipotamia^ 

and  advanced  with  great  expedition  to  the  banks  of  the  Ma^ 

fiui^  at  a  fmall  <liftance  from  Niftbisy  where  he  incamped.     ^ 

Jhi  Jaafary  receiving  advice  of  this   rebellion,,  fcnt  Jbu 

M^JIm  againft  Ahi-eMah^  with  all  the  forces  he  could  af- 

fcmblc  in  Perfia^  Khorafdn^  and  Irak ;  who,  having  haraffed 

him,  without  intermifEon,  for  five  months  together,  at  lafl 

bought  him  to  a  general  adion,  intirely  defeated  him,  and 

fercd  him  to  betake  himfelf  to  a  precipitate  flight.     This 

bitde  was  fought  on  Tuefday^  the  26th  day  of  the  latter 

Ttfriy  a  Syrian  month,  anfwering  to  our  November^  in  the 

137th  year  of  the  Hejra^  and  of-  our  Lord  754.    Theopha^ 

fus  pietends,  chat  this  engagement  happened  at  Tyana^  in 

Cappadtcia ;  in  which  he  muft  be  greatly  miftaken,  as  running 

Counter  in  this  point  to  Dionyjius  Telmarenjisy  and  all  the  moft 

celebrated  Arab  hiftorians.    He  Hkewife  feems  to  intimate^ 

that  the  vijfiory  gained  by  Mu  Mojkm  was  in  a  great  meafure    - 

owing  to  the  braveiy  of  the  Sdavonian  and  Antiochian  troops, 

Itbatfenred  in  Al  Manfur^z  army.     He  farther  gives  us  to  un- 

derftand,  that  the  Syrtan  troops  attacked  feveral  bodies  of  thcf 

;  Khalifas  forces  this  year  in  Pale/fine^  HfmSy  &c.  and  cut  great 

aoffibers  of  them  to  pieces.   After  the  end  of  the  adion  upon 

fititMofiuSy  Abu  Meflitn  feized  upon  the  enemy's  camp,  and 

tnade  himfelf  mafter  of  all  their  baggage ;  but,  confidering 

Ihem  in  the  light  of  Al  Manfur^s  fubjeds,  and  Mojlems^  he 

tlid  not  put  many  of  them  to  the  fword.     As  for  Abaallahy  his 

nSun  being  intirely  ruined  by  this  blow,  he  left  the  ihattered 

Temains  of  his  army  to  fhlft  for  themfelves,  and  made  the  befl 

t»f  his  way  to  Bajra  ». 

It  will  be  proper  to  obferve  here,  that  tho'  the  houfe  of  AbaMof- 
Al  Abbas  owed  their  elevation  to  the  Khalifat  almoff  intirely  Xtu^affaf- 
to  Abu  Mofiem^  there  had  for  foroe  time  been  a  confiderable/«^''^  ^ 
tnifunderilanding  between  that  general  and  ^^tt  Jaafar  Al*^*^^^' 
Manfiar.    The  latter  perceiving  the  former,  in  his  brother's  ^^f*' ^^* 
iife^time, 'to  be  fo  revered  by  the  people  of  ^/^or/7/2«,  over 
whom  he  then  preftded,  that  he  fcemed  to  be  independent  even 
on  the  iCAtf/f/*  himfelf,  would  have  peifuadcd  Al  Saffah  to  put 
bim  to  death  ;  but  that  prince,  not  being  willing  to  pu(h  his 
bgratitude  fo  far,  could  by  no  means  be  prevailed  upon  to 

•  Abu  Jaapar  AlTabar.  ct  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  Khon* 
WMit,  ubi  fup.  DiONYs.  Telmarens.  ubifup.  Tkeopjian.  ad 
ton.  Confbnt.  Copronym.  i4«.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  Affemaa.  ubi  fup. 
R et  ipfe  Jos.  Sim.  As^sman.  ibid. 
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foUaw  his  advice.    Howeveri  he  rf  fuied  him  ^  poft  of  Atirr 

baje^  or  chief  of  the  caravan  of  piigrims  viAttog  Micca, 

which  he  follicited  for  himfelf,  and  conferred  it  upon  bis  bc^ 

ther  Jkt  Jaa/ary  in  the  Jaft  year  of  his  r^ign*    Thif  not  f 

little  chagrined  Jiu  Mi>Jiem^  virlio^hoi^bt  his  important  ierr 

vices  to  the  houfo  of  Jl  Abkas  gave  hioi  a  rig|it  to  any  ea- 

ployment  he  fbould  think  fit  to  demand.     Ceaving,  thqre* 

tore,  the  Khalifa  court  in  dIfgiHK  'he  OMild  oot  £arbw  %- 

ing,.  <^  that,  as  the  houfe  of  4l  JbbaSt^w^vz  members  of  the 

^^  prophet's  family^  and  h^d  pofTeifion  of  tha  gatc^  of  Mec£$^ 

^^  they  might  have  left  him  the  honour  he  defired<"    Is 

order  likewife  to  manifeft  his  dhfcontent*   be  fet  qHt  fo( 

Mttca  a  day  before  Abu  Jaafar^  tod  carritd  -  a/i  imfneali 

quantity  of  proviHons  with  him  upon  the  bocks  oS-zoQ  oi«r 

jxiels^  with  which  he  regaled  twice  a  day  the  princjpjd  |^- 

grims  of  the  caiavan ;  and,  after  the  end  of  ev^y  vKfltptn* 

ment,  made  each  of  them  a  prefent  of  a  veft»     TAm^^Am 

ofiered  on  thb  occafion  to  Abu  Jaafar^  which  was  highly  re* 

fented  by  that  prince,  afterwards  coft  him  dear.    Foi^  ^  foon 

as  he  came  to  the  throne,  tho'  he  retained  Abu  ^^^ivin  Uf 

iervlce,  as  has  already  been  fceni  in  order  to  txtinguifli  Ah* 

d^allab\  rebellion,  no  one  o(  his  other  governors  of  pioviocei 

being  able  to  affift  him  with  a  fuffipent  body  of  troops  st  tbii 

perilous  cpnjundure,  he  feemed  in  earneft  to  mediate  hifde^ 

jlruclion.  Having  received  advice  of  the  total  overthrow  of /i^* 

dallah^  the  Khalify  who  was  caturally  o£  a  covetous  di^ofitiooi 

{ent  an  officer  that  was  not  prefent  in  the  aSion  to  the  ari8y»  0 

bring  him  a  faithful  and  exa<St  account  .of  the  plunder  thaC  wfll 

taken.     This  conduct  appearing  very  ftrange  to  Abu  AI§fin»% 

he  faid  to  the  officer  with  fome  emotion)  ^^  \  have  hitherto  givci 

'^  fo  good  an  account  to  the  KhaUfoi  the  Uve$  and  blood  of  ^ 

*^  many  thoufand  men,  who  have  pafied  over  the  edge  of  nij 

^^  fword,  fince  it  has  been  drawn  for  bis  icrvice,  jtbat  he 

*^  ought  not  to  have  doubted  of  my  fidelity  with  regafd  to 

*'  the  fpoil."    Nor  was  he  content  withexpreffing  hk  reTent- 

ment  in  this  manner.     For,  inflead  of  marching  into  Sp^ 

and  Egypt ^  after  the  defeat  of  AbtTalkb^  as  by  his  orders  he 

was  obliged  to  do,  he  retired  into  Hhcrujan^  where  he  lived 

for  fome  time  in  a  fort  of  independency,  tho'  without  afl/ 

formal  renunciation  of  his  allegiance  to  the  Khalif.    Hav*^ 

ever,  at  laft,  either  by  the  artifices  of  his  enemies,  or  too 

great  a  prefumption  of  his  own  merit,  he  was  drawn  to  court, 

fnd  met  with  a  moil  gracious  reception  there  s  though,  a 

few  days  after,  he  was  a&ffinated  by  four  perfons  pofte^  '^ 

his  chamber  by  Al  Manjur^  for  that  purpofe.     The  followiflg 

*       detail  of  the  circumftances  preceding  and  attending  this  borfw 

aftion  have  been  handed  down  to  us  by  Abu' I  Eeroj*    ^^ 

4  Mopniy 
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ifpfiim%\j  his  .diftribution  of  vefts  amongft  the  ^r^^.  pil- 
grims tKat  atteilde4  him  to  Mecca^  and. his  reparation  of  the 
toadS)  as  well  as  of  the  fountain's  and  weUs  of  water,  fo  ne- 
ceflary  for  tbe  rdre£hment  of  thofe  prtgrims,  had  acquired 
iuch  acepntatioh  as  excited  the  jealouiy  of  Al  MatifAr,  and  rn- 
iluced  &im  to  refolve  upon  his  deftrudion.  To  which  he  was 
firtbef  prompted  by  t  letter  brought  to  him  from  Mu  M$f' 
letiij  who  fet  put  from  Mecca  before  him^  and  received  advicp 
pf  the  deceafe  of  AlJ&affab  upon  the  road^  in  which  he  con- 
doW  with  him  for  his  brother's  death,  without  congratulating 
him  upon  his  accejEon ;  which  extremely  irritated  the  new 
thaltf.  Nor  did  he  either  flop  upon  the  road  till  that  prince 
came  up,  or  return  to  him,  as  In  point  of  duty  be  ought  to 
have  done;  which  greatly  aj|graYated  the  affront,  and  noade 
'  MAtcadur  more  femible  of  the  contumelious  treatment  he  had 
xeceived«  From  that  moment  he  not  only  hated  Jbu  Mof^ 
2ns,  but  was  afraid  o^  him,  and  could  enjoy  no  fort  of  reft 
till  he  had  iormti  a  ftheme  for  his  deftrudion.  Abu  Mof' 
Uniy  on  the  other  hand^  was  very  well  apprized,  that  he  had 
incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  Khalifa  and  therefore  confuked 
one  of  his  friends  at  Raya^  whether  or  no  it  would  be  proper 
for  him  to  go  to  tourt  I  That  truily  confident  advifed  him 
by  no  nieass  to  fee  the  Khalifa  but  to  retire  inftantly  into  Kha- 
rajan.  This  he  refuiing  to  do,  and  making  the  befl  of  his 
way  to  Al  Manjur\  refidence,  it  was  told  him,  ^^  that  he  had 
.   ^<  left  his  counfel  behind  him  at  Raya ;"  which  afterwards 

{afied  into  a  proverb  amongft  the  Arabs,     Al  Manjur^  upon 
is  arrival,  at  iirft  tireated  him  with  great  marks  of  dif^inc- 
r  tion,  and  ordered  him  to  refrefh  himfelf  that  night  in  a  proper 
^  manner;  which  he  did,  without  delay.     But,  the  next  day, 
\  when  he  returned  to  court,  'he  was  aifsffinated  by  four  of  the 
KbalijTs  guards,  who  had  placed  themfelves  behind  a  curtain 
for  that  purpofe,  and,  as  foon  as  Al  ManfiiT  clapped  his  hands, 
i    which  was  the  fignal  ^reed  upon  between  them,  they  r u&ed 
upon  him,  and,  amidu  bis  outcries  for  mercy,  and  loud  pro*^ 
fdEons  of  loyalty  to  Al  Manjury  immediately  difpatched  him. 
>    Upon  his  firft  appearance  before  the  KhaUf\!a9X  day,  aftef  he 
:    had  fent  for  him,  he  upbraided  him  with  the  difrefpeft  he  had 
&ewn  him,  and  particularly  with  having  inferted  his  own 
name  before  that  of  his  fovereign  in  onf  of  hi«  letters,  as  well 
as  with  ridiculing,  in  conjundion  W\^  Make  EbnAlHaithamy 
a  letter,  that  he  himfelf  had  fent  him.    In  anfwer  to  which  ac* 
cufations,  Abu  idojkm  endeavoured  to  exoufe  his  former  con- 
du£l,  and,  in  order  to  move  the  Kbaltf\  compaffion,  pro- 
ftrated  himfelf  befoie  him;  .but  without  elFeA,  that  prince 
wifliifig  Gob  might  deflroy  him,  if  he  did  Yiot  inftantly  pttt  * 
(lim  to  death.    ]^%  thoni  clapped  bis  bands^  and  the  aflamms 

^  »  appeared  \ 
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appeared;  upon  which^  AbuMoJlem  cried  out,  Preferve  nu^O 
emperor  of  the  faithful^  from  your  enemies.  To  whom  the  KbaUf 
replied,  fyhat  more  deadly  enemy  have  I  than  yourfelff  We  find 
it  intimated  y^yAhu  Jaafar  AlTabari^  that  Al  Marif&r  vowed 
Ahu  Mojlem^s  ruin,  becaufe  he  had  calumniated  him  \  but  that 
for  fome  time  he  in  vain  attempted  to  get  him  into  his  power, 
tho'  at  laft  he  decoyed  him  to  court,  where  he  met  with  his 
tragical  fate.    The  fame  author  alfo  relates,  that  he  was  niaf- 
facred  on  the  25th  day  of  the  month'  Shaabdn^  in  the  1 37th 
year  of  the  Hejra ;  and  that,  after  the  perpetration  of  this 
horrid  fad,  his  body  was  thrown  into  the  Tigris,     Some 
writers  pretend,  that  this  great  general  had  an  intention  to 
transfer  the  Khalifat  from  the  houfe  of  AI  Abbas  to  the  defcend- 
ants  of  Ali^  or  rather  at  firft  to  have  fettled  the  latter  upon  the 
Mojlem  throne  ;  and  that  this  was  the  principal  caufe  of  his 
deftrudion.     Be  that  as  it  will,  he  is  faid  to  have  killed  fix 
hundred  thoufand  men  in  the  various  battles  he  fought  for  die 
houfe  of  Al  AbbaSy  and  on  other  occafions,  or,  as  fome  wilt 
have  it,  that  number,  befides  thofe  he  deilroyed  in  his  mili- 
tary expeditions.    He  is  alfo  faid  to  have  been  a  great  gluttoa 
and>epicure;  to  have  confumed  every  day  3000cheefe-cakes9 
or  tarts,  and  1000  (beep,  befides  oxen  and  fowls;  and  to 
have  had  1000  cooks,   and  as  much  kitchen  furniture  as 
would  load  I2C0  beads  of  burden.     He  had  three  wives,  with 
every  one  of  which  he  lay  only  once  a  year.     He  was  one 
of  the  moft  jealous  and  fufpicious  of  mortals,  and  kept  hb 
wives  confined  ,in  a  caftle,  into  which  no  one  but  himfeK' 
was  permitted  to  enter.     They  were  fupplicd  with  neceflaries   . 
through  the  windows  of  that  prifon ;  and  whenever  any  of  ^ 
them  was  introduced  to  his  embraces,  fhe  rode  on  a  beaft  chat 
was  afterwards  killed,  and  the  faddle  on  which  {he  (at  burnt 
the  night  after  it  had  been  ufed,  in  order  to  prevent  any  man*s 
ever  making  ufe  of  them  for  the  future.     He  was  indl^utably 
valiant  and  brave,  tho',  with  regard  to  his  intelledual  abilities 
'and  humanity,  authors  are  not  perfeflly  agreed;  fome  of  the 
eaftern  hiftortans  reprefenting  him  as  prudent,  merciful,  and 
difcreet,  Whilft  others  of  them  have  charafierized  him  as  an 
officer  of  a  fierce,  mercilefs,'  and  intraftable  difpofition.     A 
cttx.^^n^Moflem  being  once  aflced,  whether  Abu  Moflem  or  Al 
Hejaj  was.  the  better  man  ?  be  replied,  /  will  not  fay^  that  Abu 
Moflem  was  better  than  any  other  man,  but  that  Al  Hejaj  u;£s 
worfe  than  him.     Some  pretend,  that  he  was  born  in  a  village 
belonging  to  the  territory  of  Merits  a  famous  city  of  Khora^ 
fan  \  others  fuppofe  him  to  have  been  an  Arab,^  extremely 
well  verfed  in  the  writings  of  the  antient  poets  of  his  own 
nation,   as  well  as  in  the  moral  traditions  of  the  (ayir.gs 
and  a£tions  of  Mohammed  \  and,  laftly,  others  maintain,  that 
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he  was  originally  a  flavC)  and  of  Curd  extradion.     But  Row- 
ever  this  may  be,  as  he  had  the  principal  fhare  in  that  fur*. 
prififlg  revolution^  which  fixed  the  houfe  of  Al  Abbas  upon  the 
Mofim  throne,  and  makes  fo  great  a  figure  in  the  Arab  hi- 
flory,  we  thought  it  would  be  highly  proper  to  oblige  our 
curious  readers  2f.  leaft  with  the  preceding  (hort  (ketch  of  his 
life  and  character,  as  well  as  a  circumftantial  account  of  his 
tragical  exit,  here  ^ 
Aft£R  the  death  of  y/^K  Mojlem^  one  Stnanj  a  Magtariy  or  Sinati,  th  ^ 
^  adorer  of  fire,  of  Naifabour,  the  metropolis  of  Khirajan^  who  Magian, 
\  had  made  himfelf  matter  of  Abu  MoJlenC&  treafures,  excited  rebeis 
\  Ac  people  of  that  country  to  a  revolt  againft  x\\c  Khalif  Al''S^'''fi  ^^* 
Manfuri  but  he  was  foon  defeated,  though  at  the  head  ^f^balif ; 
'  100,000  men,  and  the  province  reduced  to  the  obedience*    " 
6f  the  Kbalf^  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  137,  by  Jamhur  Ebn^/^     , 
Morady  who,  had  been  fent  againft  him  by  Almanfur  with  j[^ZP 
a  powerful  army.     That  general  having  acquired  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  fpoil  in  this  expedition,  the  Khalif  was 
prompted  by  his  avaricious  temper  to  fend  a  perfon  exprefs  to 
I  the  airmy,  to  fcize  upon  it ;  which  fo  difgufted  "Jamhur^  that 
\  he  immediately  turned  his  arms  againft  his  matter.     But  Al 
Manfur  having  ordered  a  formida^^Ie  army  to  march  againft- 
him,  he  abandoned  the  city  of  Raya^  where  he  had  cantoned 
his  troops,  at  the  approach  of  the  Khalifas  forces,  and  retired 
io Ifpahariy  in/order  to  pofTefs  himfelf  of  that  city  and  its  de* 
pendencies.    We  muft  beg  leave  to  remark  here,  that  Diony^ 
fius  Telmarenfis  is  guilty  of  a  miftake,  when  he  aflerts  AlSaf- 
\fah  to  have  died  this  year;  fuch  an  afTertion  running  counter 
to  what  has  been  advanced  on  this  head  by  Abu'l-Faraj^  Eu- 
tjchiusy  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabariy  and  all  the  reft  of  the  moft  ce- 
lebrated MojUm  hiftorians  ". 

The  following  year,  being  the  138th  of  iht  Hejra ^  the  jamhur 
Khalif  s  forces,  under  the  command  of  Mohammed  Ebn  AJhdat^  Ebn  Mo- 
'  purfued  Jamhur  to  Ifpahdriy  where  he  had  taken  poft  with  a  rad  is  de- 
body  of  troops  j  but,  upon  the  approach  of  Mohammed^  htfeated  by 
retired  with  great  precipitation  into  Aderbijan.  Here,  for  fome'^^  Kba* 
time,  he  maintained  himfelf;  but  the  Khalif  %  army  at  laftl^f'A"^^'- 
coming  up  with  him,  attacked  him  with  incredible  bravery, 

'  Khomdbmir,  nbi  fup.  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  ubi  fup« 
ALMAKiNyobifup.  p.  100,  101.  Greo.  ABu*L.FARAj,abi  fup. 
p.  21^-^.217.  BuTYCR.  obi  fup.  p' 39S,  399.  Go  LI  I  not.  ad 
Afragan.  p.  183,  184.  Theophak.  chronograph,  p.  360. 

^  KHoNPBMjRytibi  fup.  DioNYS.  Tblmarens.  apud  Jof.  Sim. 
Affeman.  ubi  fop.  p.  110.  ut  et  ipfe  Jos.  Sim.  Asseman.  ibid. 
Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  AlMakin,  EuTYCH.etGRBc.  Abu'l- 
i^ARAj,  ubi  fup.  Ebn  Shohnah^  Ism.  Abulfed.  in  bifl.  univer, 
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an'cl  intlcely  defeated  him.  Dipnyfius  Telmarenfit  feems  to  ia« 
timate,  that  an  engagement  haptpened  this  year  in  the  neig^n 
bourbood  of  Mefopoiamia^  betVireen  the  governor  of  that  pro* 
vlnce's  fon  and  one  of  the  imperial  generals,  wbo  had  made 
an  icrupiition  into  the  M^Jlem  territories ;  dip*  we  meet  wiifc  m 
account  of  this  adion  in  any  of  the  Arab  writers.    On  tic 

'  9th  day  of  March ^  either  the  prefcnt  or  the  foHowing  jar, 
feveral  (hocks  of  an  earthquake  were  /dt  in  Pfileftm  ^ 

'Syria J  which  did  very  confiderable  damage.  About  this 
time,  TheodoruSy  patriarch  of  Antioch  was  bfaniflied  into  m 
obfcure  part  of  palejline  by  the  Jrabs^  for  holding  an  illicit 
correfpondence  ^ith  the  emperor,  and  difcoveriog  to  ii$ 
prin.ce  feveral  fectets  /elating  to  the  prefent  fituatioo  tf 
ithe  Mojlem  affi^rs.     On  tbis  occasion,  the  Gbrijliani  wot 

.forbidden  either  to  bui^d  or  repair  any  churches,  to^expoff 
publickly  the  crofs  in  any  part  of  the  Khalifs  dotninions,  <ir 
to  enter  into  aiYy  religious  difputes  yith  tjie  Atabs.  Sd^ 
one  of  Al  Manftith  grncrals,  according  to  Theophtsnes^  io^ 
yaded  Cappadocia  the  lame  year  with  an  irmy  of  80,000  mea| 
but  was  obliged  to  retire  o»it  of  that  country  with  coniidtt^ 
able  lofs,  and  without  any  other  advs^ntage  than  the  aop&fi^ 
tion  of  a  few  Armenian  defertcrs,  whom  he  conduced  ioV 
^he  Mojlem  territories.  'J^^^  patriarch  of  Antioch^  A&id 
patriarqh  of  Alexandria^  Timothy  bifhop  of  Edcjfay  Confttaiti 
Di(hop  of  Samofata^  Dionyfius  bifbopof  Harran^  SerguntVh 
ibop  of  Mardey  and  David  bifliop  of  Dara^  who'  was  afw* 
wards  created  patriarch,  all  Monophyfite  prelates,  flourifbedil 
the  year  V9t  are  now  upon  ;  and  Awanajius  oandaUnfts^  lH(bd| 
of  Jkfaiphera^a,  erected  a  monaftefy  on  mount  7*eilefmey1^ 
iad-Befme,  or  Tel- Befmai^  caHed  afterwards  the  monaikii 
of  Mar  AthanafmS',  abqut  the  fame  time.  Aba  alfo^  who  W 
longed  to  the  monaftery  of  Mar  Abib,  was  promoted  to 
fee  of  Amida  in  Mesopotamia ^  in  the  room  of  SeveYus^ 
refigned.  Tlyc  fynoa  of  Mahug  feems  likewife  to  have 
held  in  the  church  of  5/.  TlMmns^  withotit  the  town,  the 
fent  year;  at  which  aflifted  John  bifhop  of  CaUsnicuTjiy 
mothy  bifhop  of  EdcJj'a^  I)avtd  bifhop  of  I)ara^  Aha  bi 
of  Amida^  Scrguna  bifliop  of  Marde^  Mardtn^  or  M(if 
Stephen  btfliop  of  Chabnra^  Cerifimitine  bifhop  of  Samsj 
Cyriac  bifliop  of  Tur-Abriin,  Diovyfius  jbiAiop  of 
EUas  bifhop  of  S/f^r,  Paul  bifhop  cf  Tagrit^  J^nas  bi 
of  Be  NrJ^fadra,  Naarda^  Nearda^  or  Neardea^  and  fevi 
other  Syrian  -And  A'lefopotamian  prelates  of  confiderabie 
The  reVult  of  which  (ynod  was  a  fchifm,  occafioncd  prim 
pally  by  the  influence  of  a  monk  named  Jobn^  at  whcfe  i 
ligation  the  eaftcrn  MefopotL^nian  clergy  chofe  John  bifl» 
^  (ialllniciim  (mr  their  patriaJihs  v^'lulii  thofe  feated  at^#* 


fii^  and  lA  fhe  weftem  parts,  elevated  one  Gegrge^  not  then 
upon. the fpot,  to  that  honoeurable  poft.  It  feems  to  appear 
from  Rpderic  of  T^Udo^  that  the  Angli^  or  Engtijhy  laid  wafie, 
about  tbe  I34t!i  y«ar  ©f  the  Hejra,  the  borders  of  the  Mofitm 
conquefts  in  5^f«  *. ' 

In  tfc^  J  39th  year  of  the  H^ra^  Ahiahrahman  Ehn  Afod-  J  prince 
myah  Ebn  HtjMtn  Bin  Ab^dabnaUc  Ebn  Merwdn^  afer  the  of  tht 
fctilt  ntin  of  his  family  in  Afia^  arrived  in  Spain.     That  fu-  ^^ufe  of 
|||tivepfiftce»  at  this  time  abont  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  ^"'■"^y*^ 
i  Wai  rccogmzcd  by  the  AraU  of  that  country  for  lawful  Khali f^^y*^' 
*tf  tlie  weft,  and  is  faid  tx)  have  reigned  thirty-two  years  and  ir^^e  . 
Ifrrera]  raonchs ;  leaving  his  crown,  according  to  fome  of  the  c-^.:- 
ifbikm  writers,  to  his  fen  HefliRmy  in  the  17  2d  year  of  the    '^ 
P^Vtf,    He  ereded  the  great  mofque  at  Cordubfiy  or  Cordova^ 
ImHt  two  years  before  his  death ;  and  founded  a  monarchy,  • 
\%tx  nunaitSfcd  near  200  years.     The  Spanijh  chronicle  in- 
i^ftrmstis,  that  he  was  furnamed  Al  AdeU  or  the  ^uft\  and 
ttit  he  kft  cfieven  font  and  nine  daughters  behind  him.     We 
(Ihift  not  forget  to  dbferve,  that  Rafei  has  placed  Ahialrah^ 
.Mfs  amval  in  Spain  in  the  preceding  year.     That  prince  af- 
^^inned  tohtmfelf  the  tide  of  Emir  AlMumenin^  or  emperor  of 
ifatthful^  of  Spain^  and  king  of  Cordala;  and,  after  the  de- 
It  of  J^ufif  in  the  year  of  theHejra  142,  aflerted  his  inde- 
"Icncy,  and  rcfufed  to  pay  any  tribute  to  the  eaftern  Khali f 
Jaafar  At  Tabari  is  undoubtedly  guilty  of  a  miftake, 
he  affirms  Modwiyah  Ebn  Hejhdm  himfelf,  the  father  of 
^akahmdn^  to  have  been  the  firft  Khalifa  or  MofUm  cm- 
)r,  of  Spain ;  as,  in  this  point,  he  runs  counter  to  the 
ileftream  both  of  Spanijh  and  Arab  antiquity.  A  I  Man  fur 
oTed  about  this  time,  according  to  Tbeophanes^  an  additional 
mte  upon  the  Chrijiians  in  his  dominions,  which  even  the 
iks  and  religions  were  obliged  to  pay,  fealed  up  the  furni- 
of  their  churches  with  his  own  fesil ;  and,  that  it  might 
the  more  eafily  difpofed  of,  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
n.    Some  authors  pretend,  that  the  Kbalifthis  year  ifTued 
order  for  the  reparation  and  enlargement  of  the  temple  at 
:ca ;  but  that  this  was  ever  carried  into  execution,  does  ndt 
any  Arab  author  appear.     On  Tuefday^  March  3d,  a  tcr- 
tc  earthquake  happened  in  y?ziV<7,  or  Mefipotamia^  which, 
>rding  to  Dionyjius  TelmarenftSy  demoliihed  three  confi- 
raUe  towns  ».  The 

•  Khondemir,  nbi.  fup.    Dionys.  TztMARENS.  apud  Jof. 

H.Affeman.  ubi  fup.  p.  no,  iii.  ut  ctipfejos.  Sim.  Asseman. 

I.  THKOPftAN.  chronograph,  p.  361.  Golii  not.  ad  Alfragan. 

r  Jos,  Sim.  Asseman.  differtat.  de  Monophyfit.  pafl".  Roderic. 

i^lstan.  ubifup.  c.  xvii.  p.  16,  &c.  *  Khondemii^, 

fup.  EsN  Auio,  Chronic/JHifpau.  Rodsrxc.  Toletan.  ubi 

fuf. 
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Tifrtf  Ra-  .The  liext  year,  being  the  146th  of  the  Hejra^  bbnnniog 
wandians  May  25th^  757,  the  lD)aUf  Al  Manjur  fent  Ah^alTVabtA^ 
attempt  to  his  brother  Ibrahim  Ehn  Mohammed'^  fon,  with  an  army  of 
ajfaffinau  70,000  men,  to  *Malatia^  or  Melitene^  a  city  of  ArmemOy  tx^ 
fff  *'  as  others  will  have  it,  of  Cappadocia ;  where  he  incampcdi 
^"'  during  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  and  in  that  time  zeSono&A 

the  toi^,'  that  had  a  little  before  been  difinantled  by  die 
Greeks,  He  alfo  made  it  a  place  of  arms,  depofited  a  great 
part  of  his  treafures  there,  and  left  in  it  a  garifon  of  40OO 
men.  He  likewife  built  a  caftle,  or  citadel,  at  Claudias^  «r 
Claudiopolisy  a  neighbouring  city  of  Cappadocia^  according 
AbuH'Faraj.  But  the  moft  remarkable  event  that  happeacj 
this  y^ar^  was  the  rebellion,  or  infurrcSion,  of  the  . 
dians^  an  impious  fedl,  who,^  according  to  Ebn  Sbobnab^  fad| 
a  metempfychijis^  or  tranfmigration  of  ibuls,  in  the  city  ctJf 
Hajhemiyah ;  of  which  we  fhall  here  beg  leavCi.  to  give 
readers  a  fliort  and  fuccind  relation.  The  Rawandlans  \ 
defcended,  or  at  leafl:  received  their  name,  from  one  Al  fta» 
wand'y  and  have  been  reprefented  by  feveral  of  the 
hiftorians  as  fome  of  the  firft  who  ftrenuoufly.  promoted  Ar^ 
iniercfl  of  the  houfc  of  jII  Ahhds  in  Khorafdn,  But  jfb/FoBJk^ 
the  Ton  of  this  Jl  Rawdnd^  having  been  engaged  in  fome  dS^' 
putes  with  Abu  MoJIenij  who  was  very  powerful  in  Kbarafibu 
he  came  to  an  open  rupture  with  him  ;  the  confequences  m 
which  were  by  no  means  favourable  to  Abiallab  Ebn  Al  Jtt^ 
wand,  and  his  adherents,  who  were  intirely  defeated  and  dU^ 
fperfed,  and  obliged  to  hide  themfelves  in  the  moft  obfc 
parts  of  that  province.  From  this  time  to  the  prefent  year,; 
jfbu  Mojlem  bad  been  put  to  death,  by  the  Khaltfs  order, 
d*allah  Jay  concealed ;  but  being  now  freed  from  all  apprel 
fions  of  his  moft  formidable  enemy,  he  alTembled  all  his 
lowers  in  the  city  of///  Hajhemiyah^  then  the  refidence  of  1 
Khalify  and,  at  the  head  of  them,  went  Jn  proceffion  roi 
Al  Manfur*^  palace  there,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  n 
Mojlems  did  round  the  Caaba,  By  this  they  gave  him  to 
derftand,  that  they  invpked  him  as  their  deity,  and  fcru[ 
not  to  pay  him  divine  honours.  The  Khali/ h^ing  extremi 
incenfed  at  fuch  an  open  and  bare-faced  impiety^  ordered 
hundred  of  the  principal  of  them  to  be  imprifoncd.  This! 
vere  treatment  fo,  irrit.ited  the  reft,  that,  fmcc  AJ  Afaei 
would  not  be  looked  uporf  as  a  divinity,  thfey  were  rcfolvcd 

aflafrmate  him,  and  fubftitute  another  in  his  room.     In  on 

•\    •  • 

fup.c.  xvjii.  p.  17.  Rases,  HifFanillullrat.  ubi  fup  p.  703. 
cofurti,  1603.  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  ^1.  Maktn,  ubi  Aip. 
loi.    Ifm.Abuiffd.  hift.  univ.    Theophan^i  ubi  fup.  p.  |6V< 
DioNYs.  Telmarens.  flpud  Jof.  Sim.  AiTemap.  ubi  fup.  p.  n 
*  uc  ct  ipfe  Jos.  Sim.  Ass£Mi*N.  ibid. 
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to  facilitate  the  execiltron  of  which  defigfivtbey  took  an  empty 
coffin  to  the  prifon  where  their  companions  were  confined; 
under  the  pretext  of  carrying  from  thence  a  dead  body,  and 
releafed  them  all.     After  which,  they  went  in  a  body  tp  the 
Khattfs  palace,  with  a  refolution  to  murder  him  ;  but  he,  be- 
ing a  perfon  of  uncommon  bravery,  tho'  he  was  furprized, 
vitb  veiy  few  people  about  him,  inftantly  mounted  a  mule, 
never  a  horfe  in  this  hurry  and  confufion  being  at  hand,  and 
imqiediately  advanced  towards  the  mutineers,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  fell  his  life  as  dear  as  poffible.     In  the  mean  time, 
Mian  Ebtt  ZaUat^  who  had  kept  himfelf  concealed,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  KhaUf*%  refentment,  he  having  been  one  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Ommiyan  fa£lion,  feeing  the  iniminent  danger 
.  Jl  Manfir  was  in,  fallied  out  of  his  retreat,  put  himfelf  at 
^^the  head  6f  that  prince's  attendants,  and  charged  the  rebels  - 
with  fuch  fury,  that  he  intirely  defeated  them.     This  genero* 
icfof  Moan  was  fo  fignal  and  unparalleled,  that  it  paifed  into 
•  proverb  amongft  the  Arabs*     The  Rawandians  were  treated 
,  h  rudely  on  this  occafion,  that  they  were  all,  to  the  number 
,  of  6000  men,  killed  upon  the  fpot;  and  the  JST^^/^ delivered 
from  mftant  death,  when  his  caft  feemed  to  be  abfolutely  de- 
fperate.    However,  the  affront  that  had  been  offered  him  in 
iis  capital  city  fo  chagrined  him,  thslt  he  refolved  to  build  a 
\  new  city  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tigris^  and  fix  his  refidencc 
\  there.    The  foundations  of  which  city,  known  from  that  time 
;  to  the  prefent  by  the  name  of  Baghdad^  were  laid  five  years  after 
(Jhfallab  Ebn  Al  Rawand's  revolt,  and  confequently  in  the 
[year  of  the  Hejra  145  ^. 

[     The  fame  year,  Al  Manfur  removed  his  uncle  SaUh  Ebn  Otber 
;  AK  from  the  government  of  Egypt^  and  appointed  ^Abd^almalec  ivents  of 
l  BbnYezid  to  fucceed  him  in  that  poft.     Theophanes  feems  to  tbe  140/^ 
have  had  the  Rawandians  in  view,  when  he  informs  us,  that^'^^f  ^f^^^. 
feme  of  the  Pcrfians,  or  Maurophori,  that  is,  of  the  fa6^ion  of  ^^^J*^ 
the  houfe  of  Al  Abbas,  after  they  had  diffipated  their  fubftance, 
'  threw  thcmfclves  headlong  from  oflF  the  tops  of  towers,  and 
I  other  high  buildings,  in  order  to  fly  from  thence  to  heaven ; 
rWhich  ftrange  and  amazing  conduft  he  attributes  to  demo- 
i  niacal  ohfeffion.    Some  other  afllons  he  alfo  relates  of  tbem, 
which  to  him  feemed  to   proceed  from  the  fame   fource- 
j  The  ringleaders  of  this  infatuated  faflion,  or  fe£l,  to  the 
^  number  of  fix,  he  farther  tells  us,  the  Khaltf  ordered  to  be 
put  to  death,  after  they  had  been  difcovered,  at  Bercea  and 
Chakis, ,  It  appears  probable,  from  what  has  been  obfervcd 

^  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  obi  fup.  p.  217,  218.    GoLtx  not.  ad* 
Alfrogan.  p.  264 — 269.    Ebn  Shohnah,  Eutych.  ubi  fup.  p. 
398,  399- 

WoD.  Hist,  Vol,  II.  S  by 
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hj'RoJeric  of  Toledo^  that  AbJ^alrahman  Ebn  M9awifab  leduced 

this  year  Malaga^  StuilU,  and  ibme  other  places  of  note  ia 

Spain  ^. 

T^/Mof-      The  following  year,  bjcing  the  141ft  of  the  Hepr^^  tht 

kmt  Khalifdt^kd  AbJ^almilec  Ebn  Yi%id^  whom  he  bad  the  pre- 

make  an    ceding  year  conftituted  "gdvemor  oi  EffpU  >o<l  apfXHntad 

irruption    Ji^^Ja  Ebn  Caab  to  prefide  over  the  people  of  that  country  ia 

info  the     ^iis  room.     About  diis  time,  the  Mojlans  forbad  the  Chrtfiian 

mpertal    ^^  ^li^  the  public  accounts,  of  the  tribute  paid  the  Khahf\ai 

temtortis  ^^  fgvgral  provinces  of  his  empire ;  though  afterwards,  findiag 

themfelves  incapable  of  penning  fuch  accounts,  they  woe 

obliged  to  repeal  the  order  that  had  been  made.  The  £une  year, 

a  body  of  the  Arab  troops  made  an  irruption  into  the  ioipertil 

territories,   defeated  a  flrong  detachment  of  the  Armemm 

forces,  under  the  command  oif  one  Pauluiy  that  pretctMied  to 

oppofe  them  near  the  river  Meks^  and  then  retired,  with  a 

confidcrable  number  of  captives,  after  ^ey  had  ppt  oaBy  «C 

.    the  emperor's  fubjeds  to  the  fwprd,  into  their  own  <hi«ii* 

nions.    This  year,   AbSalrahmau  Ebn  Modfviyab  imns  tp 

have  gained  feveral  advantages  over  Tufef  in  Spaim^  and  to 

have  afTembled  a  powerful  army  of  Spamjb  Arabs  at  SrmSi^ 

in  order  to  fuppgrt  bis  pretenfions  to  the  Khalifat  there  a. 

Abd'al-        I^  the  i42d  year  of  the  Hejra^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  M^nfur  de- 

rahman    pofed  Mufa  Ebn  Caah^  who  had  been  advanced  to  the  go- 

meots        vernment  of  Egypt  the  year  before,  and  appointed  Mobammid 

nviih great  Ebn  Afad  to  rule  the  Egyptians  in  his  ftead.    Some  deputes 

fuccefs  in    are  faid  to  have  arifen  amongft  the  eailern  Chrtftians  about 

Spain.       the  time  of  celebrating  Eafter,  this  prefent  year*    At  the  fame 

time  alfo,  or  the  following  year,  according  to  TheopbameSy 

one  Theodorus^  a  Syrian^  in  the  diftrid  of  Heliopolisy  rebelled 

againft  the  Arabs^  and  brought  a  conHderable  army  lAto  «he 

Held.     But  the  Kballfs  forces  at  laft  came  up  with  him,  in- 

tirely  defeated  him,  and  cut  the  whole  body  of  the  rebels  he 

commanded  to  pieces.    In  the  year  we  are  now  upon,  Ab*Srd'- 

rahman  Ebn  Moawiyah  likewife  overthrew  Tufef  at  Corduba^ 

purfued  him  to  ToUdo^  and  formed  the  fiege  of  Vetay  or  Beia. 

In  fine,  this  Tufef  was  attended  by  a  feries  of  misfortunes, 

and  at  laft  flain  at  Tcledc^  by  fome  from  whom  he  expe&ed, 

and  perhaps  defervcd,  a  better  fate.     This  we  learn  from 

fome  of  the  bcfl  of  the  Spenijb  hiftorianf  •     When  Atd^cU 

rahmayiy  after  the  great^ fuccefs  he  had  met  with,  marched 

with  his  army  to  befiege  Valencia^  the  ChrijHanSj  accordoig 

*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tab ar.  Al  Macin,  ubi  fup.  Theophav. 
ubifup.  p.  361.  RoDERic.  ToLETAN.  ubi  fup.  »  Abu 

Jaafar  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  loi.  Theoph.  x, 
ttbi fup.  p.  36a.  RoDERic.  Toletam.  ubifup. 
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toRafis^  being  ftruck  with  terror,  a{^lied  themfttves  to  the  / 

body  of  St.  Vincent^  then  in  their  po^Son,  that  had  wrought 

many  miracles,  foj  its  protediori)  and  carried  it  with  them  in 

their  flight  to  the  fea-fide.    Thefe  unhappy  wretches  were 

afterwards  difcovei-ed  by  one  ARbohactSy  an  ArfBib  of  diftinc* 

tioo,  as  he  was  hunting,  and  the  people  accompanying  hiniy 

on  the  fea-coaft  of  Algarvi.    Tne  men  and  women  the  Arabs 

put  to  the  fword,  carried  the  children  adray  into  captivity,  and 

kft  the  body  of  the  faint  upon  a  narrow  trad  projeding  into 

die  fea,  denon^jnated  Promsntorium  Sacrum  by  the  antients^ 

and  bv  the  moderns,  as  is  faid,  from  this  event,  the  Cape  if 

St.  Vtncent.    As  for  Ab£alrabman  Ebn  Moawiyah^  after  the 

death  of  T^frf^  he  feized  upon  C&rdi^a^  as  well  as  the  fa- 

Bious  garden  in  Arabic  termed  Raxafa^  and  made  himfelf 

nafterof  all  the  il/0^m.territories  in  %pain^     He  alfo  cut  o£^ 

S0^  Ai  Hadraj  Beye^  and  other  Arab  commanders,  who 
revolted  againft  him,  and  aflembled  a  confiderable  force^ 
in  order  to  drive  him  from  the  throne.  Of  their  followers 
he  flew  great  numbers  in  battle,  hanged  fome,  and  put  manj^ 
othen  to  various  kinds  of  deaths ;  by  which  means,  he  per* 
jieaiy  fettled  himfelf  in  the  Khalifat  of  the  weft,  reftored  the 
public  tranquillity,  that  had  been  lb  long  difturbed,  and  in'* 
tirely  appeafed  all  commotiohs  in  the  Mi/lem  part  of  Spain  ^. 

The  next  year,  being  the  I4?d  of  the  Hejra^  Mohammed Thi^catr^ 
Ebn  A[ad  was  removed,  by  the  Khalif*%  order,  from  his  poft,  renees  im 
and  Hamid  Ebn  Kabtaba  appointed  to  goVem  the  Egyptians  in  ^^e  Mof- 
his  room.     About  this  time,  the  repofe  of  a  confiderable  part !«» ««^>' 
of  Africa  m2&  difturbed  by  fome  tumults  and  conjmotions,  ^''''^ '*' 
which  were  preceded  by  a  folar  eciipfe  that  happened  onjJJ?!'^^^', 
Friday^  Auguft  1 5th,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Theophanis  "^J** 
fcems  to  intimate,  that  the  RawandianSy  about  the  fatne  time,  '^^* 
committed  fome  diforders  in  (everal  parts  of  th&MoJlem  em- 
pire, and  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bafra,     It  ap- 
pears likewife  from  the  fame  Author,  as  well  as  from  Dhnyfms 
Tdmarenjis  and  CedrenuSy  that  a  very  remarkable  comet,  re- 
fembling  a  iiery  beam,  and  therefore  called  by  the  Greeks  do» 
dtei  (^oaitjk)  was  feen  ten  days  together  in  the  eaftern,  and 
twenty-one  days  in  the  wcftern,  part  of  the  hemifphcre,  in  the 
month  of  March^  the  prcfent  year  ^. 

**  Abu  J\afar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin^uoi  fup.  Theophaki 
nbi  fap.  Roderic.  Toleta>i.  ubi  fup.  Rases^  Andreas  Re- 
lEKDius,  apad  Joan.  Vafaeura,  in  Hil'pan.  cKron.  Vide  etiam  Hi* 
fpan.  illaftrac.  p.  703.  Francofurti,  1603.  ^  Abu  jAAFAfc 

Al  Tabar.  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  Theophan.  chronogr^h.  p. 
J62,  363.  DioMYS.  Tel  .mar  ESS.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  Affanan.  obi 
lop.  p.  lit.  ut  ei  ipfe  Jos.  Sim,  Asse.vak.  ibid.  Georo.  Ce- 
PREN.  hirtofiir.  compcnd  p.  464. 
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A\  Man-  The  following  year,  being  the  144th  of  the  Hejray  com- 
f^r  cuts  fiffrntnc'inz  April  iitb,  761,  Hamid  Eln  Kabtaba  was  ordered 
fe'veraUf  by  the  Khalif  At  Manfur  to  retire  from  Egypt ^  and  fuccceded 
ibe  de-  i^  t^g  government  of  that  fertile  anrf  opulent  province  by  2VziJ 
fcendanu  £^  /Jj^^^  £^„  ^^^  ^^yj.^  ^/  MohalUb'u  The  fame  year,  /^Z 
^/f  IjEbn ^/^„y^v  got  into  his  hands  Abd'allah  Ebn  Al  Hafan  Ebn  Al 
Abu Ta.  j^^j^'^^  2bn  Alt  Ebn  Abu  Taleb,  and  fome  others  of  the  fons 
of  Hafan  ;  as  he  alfo  did  Mohammed  Ebn  Abd'aUab  Ebn  Omar 
Ebn  Uthmiri  Ebn  Affan^  furnamed  Al  Diybaj  Al  Moikbab^ 
whom  he  likewife  found  means  to  decoy.  Being  informed, 
th^t  Mohammtd  and  Ibrahim^  the  fons  of  Abd^aUab  Ebn  Al 
Rafan^  had  formed  a  defign  to  dethrone  him,  he  fent  out  ieve- 
ral  parties  in  queft  of  them ;  and,  in  order  to  difcover  thp  plact 
of  their  retreat,  he  took  with  him  Abd^allah^  their  father,  and 
all  his  domeftics,  loaded  with  irons,  into  Irdk^  examined  chein 
'  there,  and  afterwards  commanded  them  all  to  be  clofely  con- 
fined. He  alfo  treated  Mohammed',  furnamed  Al  Diybaj  Jt 
Mothhab  in  the  fame  manner,  and  ordered  him  to  be  fcouiged 
with  fo  much  feverity  that  he  died  in  prifon.  After  hb 
death,  his  head  was  cut  off,  and  expofed  in  all  the  principal 
towns  of  Khorafan ;  the  populace  there  being  at  the  fame  time 
given  to  underftand,  that  this  was  the  head  of  Mohammed  Ebn  , 
Jbd*allah  \  which  ftep  was  judged  requifite,  in  order  to  make 
them  believe  that  Mohammed  Ebn  Abd*allah  Ebn  Al  Hafan  was 
deflroyed,  and  thereby  cut  off  all  hopes  from  this  prince's  fac* 
tion,  which  was  then  very  powerful  in  that  country.  Tbeophaius 
feems  to  intimate,  that  the  Rawandians  occaiioned  this  year 
fbme  commotions  in  Syria.  Dionyfms  Telmarenjis  relates,  that 
Al  Manfur  fent  Ebn  JVahab  with  a  formidable  army,  attended 
by  a  proper  number  of  workmen,  to  rebuild  the  city  of  Meliiem 
in  Cappadocioj  in  the  144th  year  of  ihcHejray  or  of  Christ 
76 1 ,  after  it  had  lain  in  ruins  about  eight  years ;  tho'  that  city 
was  rebuilt,  or  rather  refortified,  by  Abd*al  ff^abab  Ebn  Ibralnm 
^Ebn  Mchammedy  if  we  will  believe  Abu^l-Faraj^  four  years  be- 
fore, as  has  been  already  obferved.  The  latter  of  tliefehtftorians 
likewife  informs  us,  that  the  Khal f  czrncd  twelve  of  the  fons 
of  Hofcin  ( Hafan  It  muft  have  undoubtedly  been  in  the  original, 
all  the  remaining  copies  of  that  author  being  corrupted  here) 
with  him  from  Medina  to  dfa^  where  he  incarcerated  them 
in  fo  flrait  a  room,  that  they  could  none  of  them  fit  down. 
The  little  air,  therefore,  they  were  allowed  to  breathe,  fooa 
becoming  tainted  by  the^excreaients  of  thefe  unhappy  men, 
with  which  they  were  obliged  dai]y  to  confpurcate  and  conta- 
minate one  another,  they  in  a  fhort  time  expired.  It  docs 
m)t  appeAr  either  from  the  Spa>0)  or  Arabic  writers,  that  any 
thing  material  happened  this  year  in  Spain  '•  In 

**  Aru  Jaafar  At  Taoar.  Al  Makin,  ubifup.  p.  loi,  102. 
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In  the  145th  year  of  the  Hejra^  the  Khalif  Al  Manfur  ThiKh^Liif 
hid  the  foundations  ef  Baghdad^  the  capital  of  the  Babylonian,  AI  M2in* 
ex  ChaUaany  Irdk^  as  has  been  already  remarked.     To  this  f"r  ^«y' 
he  was  excited  by  the  affront  offered  him,  or  rather  the  affaf-  '^'/w»- 
fmation  intended  him,  by  the  Rawandians^  in  the  city  of  ^Z^"**'.^ 
Hajheniiyab\  where  they  rebelled  againft  him,  and  befieged    ^S    **^* 
him  in  his  palace.     Another  reafon  affigned  by  AbuU-Faraj 
for  the  creation  of  this  metropolis,  was,  becaufe  the  place 
pitched  upon  for  its  fituation  was  at  a  greater  diftance  from 
Cufa\  the  inhabitants  of  which  city  had  never  been  faithful 
to  him,  but  always  debauched  his  army,  and  promoted  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  power  a  dcfertion  amongft  his  troops.     Be- 
fides,  the  people  of  Iraky  who  had  perfifted  in  their  fidelity  to 
him,  reprefentcd,  that,  by  building  his  capital  on  a  fpot  of 
ground  near  the  confluence  of  the  Sarat^  or  Shat  Al  Arab^ 
the  Eupbraiesy  and  the  Tigris^  it  would  be  in  a  great  meafur6 
fccured  from  the  infults  and  attacks  of  thofe  who  fliould  ever 
have  an  intention  to  difpute  tht  Kbalifat  with  him  ;  and  that, 
by  being  fituated,  as  it  were,  in  the  middle  of  the  traft  com- 
prehending the  diftri£b  of  Bafroy  Cufa^  Wajet^  Mawfel^  of 
Moftdy  and  Sawada^  and  at  no  great  diftance  ^om  thofe  cities, 
it  would  be  plentifully  fupplied  with  all  forts  of  provifions  from 
thence,  by  means  of  the  af©refaid  rivers.     Having,  therefore,, 
chofcn,  for  the  fite  of  his  new  city,  a  delightful  plain  on 
the  weftern  bank  of  the  Tigris^  and  the  horofcope  of  a  lucky 
day  and  moment,  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  his  aftro- 
Jogers,  he  ordered  the  workmen,  aflembled  on  this  occa- 
fion,  and  drawn  from  all  the  politeft  parts  of  the  MoJUm  eni- 
pire,  to  begin  to  dig  for  the  foundations  of  Baghdad.     The 
Perjian  geographer  places  this  metropolis  in  his  third  climate, 
and  informs  us,  that  Khofru^  named  Anujhirwan^  gave  the 
plain  on  which  it  ftands  to  one  of  his  wives.     This  princefs, 
who  kept  great  numbers  of  (heep  there,  ere£ted  on  the  very 
fpot  where  Baghdad  was  afterwards  built,  a  chape},  or  ora- 
tory, which  (he  dedicated  to  her  principal  and  favourite  idol, 
called  5flj;&;  and,  according  to  the  laft-mehtioned  author, 
from  this  event,  gave  to  all  the  open  country  forming  that 
particular  diftrift  the  name  of  Baghdad^  i.  e.  in  the  Perjian 
tongue,  the  gifi^  or  prefent^  of  Bagh.     In  procefs  of  time, 
continues  the  Perjian  writer,  this  chapel  came  to  ferve  for  an 
oratory  and  retreat  to  an  hermit  of  uncommon  fanflity  and 
auftcrity  of  life  -;  who  accidentally  met  with  one  of  the  Kba^ 
lif^  officen,  that,  whilft  his  mafter  was  riding  on  the  banks  of  * 
the  Tigris^  full  of  his  new  fcheme,  had  ftrayed  a  little  from 

Thbophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  363.  DiaNvs.  Telmarbns.  apod  Jof. 
Sim.  Afleman.  obi  fup.  p.  i  x  i,  1 12.  ut  ec  ipfe  Jos.  Sim.  Assbman. 
ibid.  Greg.  AbuVFaraji  ubi  fap.  p.  218. 
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the  reft  of  that  prince'^  attendants,  and  approacbedtbe  an- 
tient  ftrufhire  raifed  by  the  prince&  above-mentioned  in  bo« 
Hour  of  Bagh,  This  officer  foon  difcov^red  to  the  hennit  Al 
Manfur\  defign*;  upon  which,''the  holy  tnan  told  hiiDs  that, 
according  to  ^  tradition  which  had  long  prevailed  in  the  cir- 
cumjacent territory,  a  city  was  to  be  built  there  by  a  pericio 
named  Moelas  \  but  that  he  could  not  perceive  any  afEcity  be- 
tween this  name  and  thofe  by  which  the  Khatifvizs  called* 
However,  the  officer,  rejoining  his  companions,  communis, 
cated  to  AVManJur  what  he  had  learned  of  the  hermit,  in  re* 
lation  to  the  erection  of  a  city  upon  the  fpot  he  had  chofeoj 
ahd  the  JSr^47/(/*  thereupon  alighted  from'  his  horfe,  proftrated 
bimfelf  on  the  earth,  and  returned  God  thanks  for  being 
|Jeafed  to'deftine  him  to  be  the  author  of  fo  grand  a  worlc  All 
the  MoJUms  then  prefent  being  vaftly  furprized  at  this  adion« 
9$  not  being  able  to  difcoverany  fimilitudeor  refemblance  be* 
tween  the  names,  or  rather  furnames^  of  Abu  yaafar  smd  A 
Manjur^  applied  to  the  Khalifa  and  that  of  MeclaSy  ipentioncd 
by  the  hermit  i  AlMqnJur^  in  order  to  put  them  out  of  their 
pain,  immediatdy  told^them,  that  having  in  his  younger  ycaia 
taken  one  of  his  nurfe's  bracelets,  to  buy  with  it  fome  provHioai 
for  himfelf  and  hts  brothers,  who  were  all  then  in  very  oecefin 
tous  circumftances^  (he  ever  after  called  him  Moelas^  which 
v^as  th^  name  of  a  famous  thief,  or  highwaymafi,  very  weD 
known  in  Kborafan.  To  this  he  thought  fit  to  add,  .that,  aa 
God  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  hhn  by  this  name  to  carry 
^  into  execution  the  defign  he  had  for(ned»  he  would  not  cbufe 
any  other  fituation  for  bis  new  city  than  the  fpot  be  at  prefent 
found  himfelf  upon  ^ . 
'Afifrther  But,  notwithftanding  the  authority  of  the  Perjian  g!eog;ra* 
atcount  ^  pher,  the  Arab  writers  give  a  very  different  account  of  this 
thtfoun-  matter.  The  fpot  on  which  B^bd^d  at  this  time  ftands  was 
^'''*  '/  *  ^^  verdant  plain,  according  Jo  Jbu  Jaafcar  Al  Tabariy  and 
9^hd^.  had  nothing,  before  the  foundation  of  that  city,  upon  it,  but 
the  cell  of  a  Chriftian.  monk,  called  Baghdad.  From  him, 
therefore,  if  this  author  and  Eutychius  may  be  credited,  die 
new  city  received  the  name  of  Baghdad,  Otbers,  however^ 
inform  us,  that  this  monk,  whom  they  call  Dddy  poileflbd  a 
beautiful  garden,  adjacent  to  his  cell,  of  a  very  confiderable  ex- 
tent; and  that  the  town,  whofe  foundations  occupied  thb, 
was  from  whence  denominated  B^ghdady  or  ^€  garden  4/ 
Dad.  The  firft  city  that  went  by  this  name  was  ereded  fay 
Ai  Manfnr  on  the  weflern  bank  of  the  Tigris  \  from  whence 

•  Oreg.  AauVF^aAj,  uW  fup.  p.  217-?— 219.  Geograpb. 
Perf.  apud  D*Herbel.  Biblioth.  6rient.  in  art.  Bagdad^  p.  167,  i6S. 
ytf  et  ipfaD^HEaaBL.  ibid.  Gaoac.  Jac.  Kbhr»  ubi  Tap.  p.  9^  10. 
S(e  ^^  Sale's  ma^  of  Arabia,  prefixed  tq  bi^  prelloi,  difc.  ^c. 
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he  detachell  a  bodv  of  the  Mofiem  tr60p3,  undei-  the  Cdmmtnd 
of  his  ion  Al  Moodly  to  the  oppofite  bank,  i^ere  the  y&ung 
prince  took  poft,  and  fortified  the  place  on  Urhich  he  had  in« 
camped  with  a  t^all>  in  order  to  cover  his  troops,  as  well  aa 
ffie  wortmeif  employed  by  hi^  fnither  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
firer  6om  the  inctifnons  of  the  Perjthnt^  who  Teemed  to  have 
taken  uiftbrage  at  the  eredion  of  a  new  metropolis  (b  near  • 
fteir  frontiers,  ^nct  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  city,  or  ra« 
Aer  that  part  cf  the  city,  fooo  after  built  upon  the  eaftern 
btrtk  of  fte  Tigris^  received  the  name  of  th^  camp^  or  yirif- 
frftj  9fAX  Mohdi ;  and.  In  coAjun£tion  with  the  other,  on 
fib  cfppofite  bank,  formed  the  city  of  Baghdad.  The  former  of 
Aefe,  as  having  its  ftreets  paved  with  ftones,  ii^as  alfo  deno* 
minat6djRf{/2^;  a  name  that  was  likewife  applied  to  other 
places  of  note  in  Jiztra  and  Irik.  The  KbaS/h^d  a  fuperb 
'  M  magnriice^t  Balace  both  in  'the  ea^ern  and  Vtrdlem  parts 
ef  ^  town,  whicli  went  under  the  appellation  of  the  boufe  ofthi 
BuAfat^  6v  thi  itnperiat  palace 'j  tho'  the  former,  which,  by 
<wy  of  emiMAce,  wag  ftJled  the  garxfon^  or  the  royal  inclofure^ 
tras  fflodi  more  g^and  and  ftately  than  the  latter.  The  eafteril 
pahce  Wf^  forrotinded  On  th^  land-fide  by  a  femicircular  wall, 
tfeit  hiA  fix  gates ;  the  prin^ctpal  of  vi^hich  feems  to  have  been 
fll«  called  the  gttti  rf  theprefeSfs^  whofc  cntfantc  was  genc- 
ntfy  (i^  by  the  princes  ahd  embafladors  that  came  to  the 
KhaHf^  court.  Some  writers  arc  greatly  miftaken,  when 
tbey  make  Baghdad  to  have  occi^ied  the  fpot  on  which*  the 
antient  Baiykn  flood' ;  fince  the  former  feems  to  have  been 
ereded  upon  the  foundations  of  StUtuia^  and  to  have  been 
,  iivrdcd  by  the  Tigris  m  the  fame  manner  that  the  latter  wafi 
hfikt  Euphrates.  Befides,  there  is  a  village,  according  to  . 
fte  oriental  geographers,  upon  the  Euphrates^  called  Babel^ 
coilfiderably  to  the  north  of  Baghdad^  near  which  the  traces 
of  a  very  large  city,  fuppofed  witlf  greater  reafon  to  have  becj^i 
Bahjktt^  are  ftilt  to  be  feen ;  whereas  nothing  of  that  kind 
appears  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Baghdad.  The  def)e<5(ion  of 
the  gates  of  the  interior  from  thofe  of  the  exterior  city  in* 
duced  the  Arabsj  according  to  Abulfeda^  to  denominate  the 
p^ce  Zauraaj  that  is,  obliqUiy  crooked^  &c.  tho'  others  pre- 
tend, that  the  obliquity  of  the  Kehla  of  its  principal  mofque 
gave  this  metropolis  that  name.  For,  the  city,  at  leaft  thaf 
^art  of  it  creded  on  the  weftern  bank  of  the  Tigris^  was  in- 
Qtely  round;  iiac  Khalifs  palace  being,  as  it  were,  in  the 
centre  of  ft,  and  having  annexed  to  it  the  great  mofque, 
whdfe  KeUa  was  oblique,  inforauch  that  the/f^irmx  performr 
iiig  their  devotions  here  tdrned  their  faced  towards  the  gate  o^ 
Bajra.  With  refpeiSl  to  Ac  eaftern  part  of  Baghdad^  we  find 
itJAttmat^  bf  the  oriental  writers,  that  it  conufied  of  an  in* 
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tenor  Stnd  exterior  town ;  each  oF  which  was  furrounded  b^ 

a  wall ;  and  confequently,  that  the  eafiern  city,  or  princip» 

part  of  BaghdM^  had  appertaining  to  it  both  an  interior  and 

exterior  wall.     For  fome  time,  after  the  foundations  were 

laid,  the  work  went  on  but  flowly.    For,  Jbu  Jaafar^  in» 

tending  to  demolifli  Al  M^dayen^  that  had  formerly  been  the 

refidcnce  of  the  kings,  or  &bahiy  oi  Perjia^  furnamed  Khofru^ 

and  to  make  ufe  pf  the  materials  ot  the  buildings  in  tbe 

predion  of  his  new  city,  upon  confideration,  found  that  hft 

could  not.  advance  very  brifkly  in  that  demolition  $  as  tho 

ftones  were  of  fo  wonderful  a  fizc,  and  the  towers  and  wath 

of  fo  furprizlhg  a  height,"  that  it  would  require  much  time,  as 

well  as  a  very  large  expence,  to  Ieve{  with  the  ground  all  the 

fabrics  there,  and  tranfport  all  the  materials,  of  which  thofi; 

noble  edifices  were  compofed,  from  thence  to  Baghdad.     Be* 

fides,  he  confidered,  that  \  it  would  be  no  fmall  reproach  ta 

him  to  have  it  faid,  that  he  could  not  iinifli  the  metropolQ 

vpon  which  his  workmen  were  then  employed,  without  de- 

ftroying  fuch  a  pile  of  buildings  as  could  fcarce  be  paralleled 

in  the  whole  world  \  and  this  induced  hitn  at  laft  intiidy  fti 

abandon  his  iirft  defign.     To  which  we  may  add,  that  the  dc 

molition  of  A\  Madayen^  had  he  finally  refolved  upon  it^ 

^        would  have  been  not  a  little  retarded  by  the  commotions  that 

happened  in  his  empire  this  very  year ;  of  which  we  have  beca 

obliged  with  the  following  accounts  by  fome  of  the  beft  Arah 

hiftorians  '. 

Moham*       Soon  after  the  Khaltf  AlManJur  began  to  lay  the  founda-r 

jned  Ebn   tions  of  Baghdad^  in  the  145th  year  of  the  Hejxa^  Mebammed 

Abd'allah  ^^„  Abd^allah  Ebn  AlHaJan  Ebn  AlHofein  Ebn  Alt  Ebn  Jim 

Ebn  AJ     y-^Af^^whofe  head  the  partifans  of  the  houfc  of AIAbbds  had  pec* 

i  /    °  ^J  *^"^c^  ^^  expofe  in  all  the  principal  places  of  Khorafdn^the  pre- 

is  cM^'ff'   ^^^*"8  y^^^'  ^^  P^^^'  aimed  Khalifat  Medina ^  and  afliimed  the 

^  ^f^f'    furname  of  AlMohdu  In  order  to  fupport  his  pretenfions  to  the 

KhalifV    Khalifat^  he  aflcmbled  an  army  of  joo,oqo  men  j  but,,  upon 

foffff.       the  approach  of  Ifa  Ebn  Mufa^  whom  Al  Manfur  fent  againft 

him,  the  greateft  part  of  his  forces  difperfed  of  their  own  ao 

(:ord,  a|id  (he  reft  retired  to  the  deep  ditch 9  or  intrenchment, 

which  the  prophet  himfelf  had  ordered  to  be  due  round  At^" 

fina^  by  the  advjce  of  Salman^  the  Perfian^  for  the  fecurity  of 

the  city,  and  which  Mohammed  Ebn  Abd^aUqh  £bn  Al  Hafauy 

on  this  occafion,  caufed  to  be  immediately  repaired.  However, 

f^  receiving  advice,  that  Ifa  was  marching  againft  him,  he  drew 

his  troops  out  of  the  intrenchn^ent,  difmi&d  as  many  of  them 

^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabah.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fap.  p.  los, 
Creg  Abu*l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  Euttch.  ubi  fup.  p.  398,  399, 
^harif  Al  £pRisi,p.  204.  Golii  not.  ad  AlfragaD.  p.  tai»i22, 
|22.  Ism.  Abulfed.  in  Irak.  Al^.  Schult.  ia4.  geo^r8|ib.  19 
Vip.  §»l^f  D'HpRPE^.  Bibliptji.  ©ncnt.  ubi  fup.  tf 
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IS  were  anwilling  to  engage,  and  with  the  reftf'iainQvtflZng 
fiD  about  300  men^  came  to  a  general  a£Uon  with  the  KM^t 
forces ;  but  being  overthrown,  he  was  fo,  clofely  purAicd  b]|  ' 
Ifoy  that  the  latter,  at  the  head  of  his  horfe,  entered  ,m 
town,  andy without  much  difficulty,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  fC^ 
He  aifo.  put  Mohammed  Ebn  Abiolkh  £in  Jl  Uijan  himfelf  , 
to  the  fword,  and  cut  off  his  head;  which  he  rentii$  a  pre^ 
lent  to  Al  ManfuTj  who  immediately  ordered  it  to  be  learned 
io  triumph  through  the  principal  provinces  of  the  empiio; 
M^animed  Ebn  AbSalkh  Ebn  Al  Hafan^  who  pretemded.  tO" 
di^Cc  the  Kbali/at  with  AlManfur^  is  faid  to  have  loft  his  hiti 
9r  Medina^  the  prefent  year,  in  the  month  of  Ramadan  k.      ; 

Th£  fame  year,  Ibrahim  Ebn  Abd^allah  Ebn  Ai  ffafan  EbnrlhTahlm 
JIH^/ein  Ebn  AkEbn  Abu  T4Ub  caufed  bimfelf  to  be  faiitUdJBbn  Ab« 
JfbaUfzt  Bafroj  and  obliged  the  people  of  that  city  t«  taked*allah 
aaxttth  of  fidelity  to  him.    He  likewife  feized  upon  Pirfia^bn  Al 
abd  Abwdz ;  and,  in  order  to  maintain  himfelf  in  the  pofleP  Hafao, 
Hon  of  the  provinces  that 
|ke  field  with  an  army 

nephew,  I/a  Ebn  M^fa^  at  laft,  after  th^.  defeat  of  if/isij^w-''^!^^^ 
mdfEbn  Abd^allab  Ebn  AlHafauy  coming  up  with  him,  ^^&B^  jl^iLj 
him,  put  his  forces  to  flight,  and  difperfed  them  in  fuch  .af^'ji^'  ^ 
manner,  diat  they  could  never  afterwards  rally,  nor  make  bead>^ 
igainft  him.  .  As  for  Ibrahim  himfelf,  be  periCbed  in  the  ao-» 
fion ;  after  the  end  of  which,  his  head  Vf^  cut  oflF,  and  fent 
by  the  general  to  Al  ManJuTy  who  received  it  with  all  poffible 
demooitrations  of  joy.  Thus  the  IQmlify  by  his  prudence  and 
bravery,  or  rather  the  valour  and  conduct  of  .^,  appeafed 
thofe  commotions  that  threatened  de(lru£lion  to  his  family,  in 
the  year  of  the  Hejra  145,  which  enabled  him  to  refume  the 
great  worl;  he  had  begun  on  the  banks  of  the  Tigrify  and  to 
&ve  law  to  all  his  domeftic  enemies  that  had  for  fome  timff 
Deep  meditating  a  revolt )). 

We  muft  not  forget  to  obfervc,  that  the  great  fuccefs  which  ^ht'Vxix^ 
attended  AlManfwr'&  arms  this  glorious  campaign,  has  \ietnmakemn 
mentioned  hy  Toeopbanes;  who  informs  us,  that  the  iroo^  irruftien 
^oipldyed  by  that  prince  in  the  reduction  of  the  rebels  to  his  into  Ar« 
obedience,  whom  he  calls  inhajbitants  of  thedefart,  amounted  taenia* 
to  about  80,000  men.    He  likewife  relates,  that  the  Turis^ 
paiSng  the  Cafpian  ftrait^,  made  an  irruption  into  Arnuni/i^ 
killing  many  of  the  natives  of  that  country,  and  taking  a  con«!> 
(denible  number  of  them  prifoners,  this  prefent  year  ^ 

K  Abv  Jaafar  AlTabar.  AlMakin,  ubi  Tap.  Ism.  Abul- 
FED.  de  vit.  Mdkanuned.  p.  75 — 77.  AlBoichari,  Al  Beidawi^ 
D*HbRbbl.  ubifap.  p.  16S.  ^  ^  Abu  jaafar  AlTabar, 

Al  Maicin,  ubi  fap.»  p.  loa,  103.     D*Hbrbel.  qbi  fup.  p.  168. 

^  Tbbopham.  chronograph,  p.  }6^t     . 
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Events  of  *   Tir&:f[dlowing  year,  beihg  the  146th  o£  theH^Vj,  com* 
ihijear    fiiQttcing  March  21ft,  763,  there  wa9  %  profound  calm  limA 
146.        ttirdughout  the  whole  moJUm  empire;  which  enid)ld  the 
Khalifa  through  the  courfe  of  this  year,  to  continue,  withoot 
iAt^fr«f«ioA,  the  hu\\A\ttgd( Baghdad.    However^  if  wtirll 
li^fvd  Th^hanss^  the  Turk$^  in  the  beginning  of  it,  made  a 
VBConA  imiptioti)  through  the  Cafpian  ftraitat  and  Iheriay  into 
Ams  Mojkm  territories;  but  being  met  bjr  a  body  of  i4vf, 
tnMjpS)  an  engagement  enfued^  in  which  many  on  both  fidei' 
were  iliain.    We  aie  likewife  informed  by  th6  fame  iriU^j 
Atat /^  £^19  Af^,  having  been  before  appointed  to  ftKt#l| 
AeKbulif^  was,  by  th<$  following  artiike,  depHved  of  hit  ie< 
mfional  right  to  the  Jir£4r/(/!r/«    ^/ JAik/i^r  bribed  hb      ' 
dan- to  give  I/a  a  violent  and  feporiforous  fternutatory  1 
cine,  ih  ttiki  t6  curd  him  of  the  merrim  nnSt  vertigp', 
which  hc^  y^zi  gnevdufty  troubled.    Th\9y  continued 
thoi'^  produced  the  d^fii^  ^tEt&i  d^liVing  I/ay  for 
days,  of  his  fenfes^  atid  rendering  Kim  rntirely  incapsMe 
holding  the  reins  .of  government ;  Which  being  obferv ed 
the  Moftem  nobles  and  generals,  who  had  been  afllemHed 
Ah  Man/iir  for  that  purpofe, '  tfiey  unanhnouily  agreed  to 
Jll  Mchdi,  the  KhaljPs  fon,  to  the  ifoi(ceffiofi,  after  hisfatiM 
itsiah.    However,  ^,  afterwards  coming  to  himfelf,  aadi 
covering  the  afeof  his  reafon,  received  a  large  quanti^ 
gold  from  the  Khalifa  which  he  confidered  afs  a  fort  of 
pence  for  the  injury  thlit  had  been  offered  him.     That 
particular  .citcumftances  mentioned  in  this  ftory  migM 
really  happened,  we  (ball  not  take  u«?on  us  abfelutely  to  ~ 
but  diat  the  whole  relation  is  ftridUy  true,  we  are  by  noi 
difpcAd  to  believe,  fincc  we  are  aflurcd  by  /fhu  JaafarJlfi 
horl^  that  I/a  was  removed  from  the  fuccclllion  after  Ae  d<  ' 
of  Al  Manjurj  the  right  to  which  had  before  been 
him,  and  declared  the  apparent  heir  to  ^he  croWn  aft( 
Mohdi^  the  following  year,  not  without  mueh  fquabbliAgi 
altercation.    Dionyfius  Telmaren/is  writes,  that  there  wat 
dreadful  inundation  of  the  Ti^is^  which  almoft  infirely 
flroyed  the  citv  of  Mo/ulj  and  all  the  neighbouring  townv 
the  month  of  March y  this  prefent  year  ^. 
^bd'allah      The  next  year,  which  was  the  147th  of  the  Hg^^i 
|!bn  Ali    Man/if  got  Abd^allah  Ehn  Ali^  his  unde,  who  had  rebe' 
4fftr<yedhy  z^^Xtifi  him,  and  been  overth^o^ah  by  y§bu  Mo/km  near  A 
|^#Khalif,^;f^  in  Me/opotamia'i  into  his  hands,  and  dettrojed  hiffl 

.^  D*Herbel.  ubi  fup.  p.  t68.  ThsophaM.  ubi  fup.  p.  36^ 
367.  Abu  Jaafar  ALTAB-At.  Al  Makik,  abifop.  DroKVi 
Telmarens.  apud  Jof.  Sim*.  Allcmaa,  abifup,  p.  iia.  tft^lpi]^ 
Jqs.  Sim.  AssEMAfi.  ibid^ 
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the  feUowing  maimer.  Th^  Kbalif  innui.  hii&*  to  Ms  covrtt  * 
fmring'at  the  fame  time  that  be  would  not  hurt  bim.  Tbir. 
inductd  Abfulkh  to  leave  the  city  of  B^Jra^  whither  he  had  . 
letind,  and  lived  in  obfcurity  with  his  nrothef  S$linmn^.  uiA 
come  imniediatelj  to  Al  Manfur^^  refidence.  Soon  after  hi# 
anrival,  the  Khaltf  ordered  a  boufe  €0  be  built  for  him,  whofe 
foundatioiM  (hoiiM  jcoofift  chieiy  of  ialt.  Whkh  being  done^ 
t  nk  quantity  oi  water  was,  by  his  order,  poured  upon  them. 
This  occafioned  tbe  MX  of  that  boufe  upon  j^Walkb  Ebn  Mf 
lAowas  tberetnr  gmfhed  to  pieces  foon  after  he  had  taken  po^- 
tfpoofici* 

The  fiune  year,  aooerding  to  Tbi9pbantSy  fome  diAurb-  ^j^  <^ 
wees  happened  in  the  defiurt  of  Palmyra^  tbo'  the  particular  ^^"g^^^' 
pRwdbnces  attending  thefe  troubles  he  has  not  handed  down  ^^'^  f  ^^ 
lifs.    The  Kbalif  likewife,  if  we  will  bdieve  this  wrim,/**^''*'- 
emred  all  the  crcme?  upon  the  tops  of  cliurches  to  be  taken- 
kmoj  would  not  permit  tbe  Chrijimns  to  b6ld  nig^y  meeN 
^   i,  oor  to  tea^  tbek  children  to  fead*  and  dtfeovered  o^ 
ag  difpofition  to  have  proceeded  to  a  formij  perfecutioiw 
:>ur  the  iiiaie  time,  according  to  Dimfjbts  Telmarinfisi, 
"^ftt  ^FAs  a  grtevoos  murrain  in  M^fipvtamia^  that  proved' 
'  tovaft  numbers  of  catde  there.    Soon  after  the  desfth  of* 
aHah  Elm  M  Bbn  JM'alkb  Ebn  JUbMs,  Abu  AbialUb 
ifwr  Ebn  Ali  Ebn  Al  Hpfrin  Ebn  ATi  Ebn  Abu  Takb  died  at 
idfiu.    }t  has  been  ah-eady  oMefved,  that  Al  Atanfihr  called 
ha  foA  Al  Mob4iy  after  him,  to  the  iiteceffion,  in  prejudice 
hUiis  nephew  Ifa^  who  had  been  before  declared  bis  imme- 
Atte  fucceflbr,  but  wal  flow  appointed  to  mount  the  throne 
|ier  Al  M^bJ&^  tho'  not  without  fome  difficulty,  likewife  this  . 
fitra. 

•  In  the  148th  year  of  the  /£ffnr,  thd  workmen  empl<^ed  in  ^bt  nmr^- 
k  ereiSion  of  Baghdid  continued  their  operations ;  and  that  »vf«/f7/ 
lith  fo  much  diligence  and  fucoels,  that  they  had  well-nigh  f^ph'd 
let  the  laft  hand  to  the  new  city.     This  year,  fix  ftars  feemed  ^^.  .^^S^* 
ii  faU  from  heaVen,  in  the  month  of  the  latteif  Canwi^  ac«>  ^  *  * 
tording  to  Dionyjiui  Tirbnarenfis;  who  likewife  informs  us,, 
hit5<«^»r,  biSifip  of  Amida^  died  on  the  14th  day  of  the 
Bomh  AdoTy  and  was  buried  in  a  monafiery  where  he  had  re* 
Ued  a  coniideraUe  time^    We  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve 
iere^  that  the  Syrian  month  called  the  latter  Canun  anfwers 

'  Abv  Jaafaa  Ai.Tab4K«  AlMasin,  iibifup.  Theophatt. 
ibifap.  p.  369.  ™  Thiophan.  ubi  fup.  Diony^^.Tel- 

lARVNa.  apud  Jof.  Sim,  AiTeman.  ubi  fup.  ut  et  ipfejos.  Sim. 
Istiif  Air.  ibid.  Abv  Jaa^jvr  A^  Ta4^a|l.  Al  Ma^im»  ubi  fup. 
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to  'January^  as  does  Adar  to  March,    Ndtfitng  remaHubk 
feems  to  have  happened  this  year  either  in  Africa  or  Spain  *. 

Baghdad       The  following  year,  being  the  149th  of  the  Htjra^  the  fc- 

fan/bed.     mous  city  of  Baffyiid  upon  the  Ttgrit^  the  capital  of  the  M^f- 
km  empire,  was  finifbed.     That  part  of  it,  fituated  upon  fbe 
weftenv  bank  of  the  Tigris^  is  faid  to  have  coft  the  Khd^ 
4,000,000  dinart ;  tho*,  according  to  AhuU-Parajy  he  adual^ 
demoltfhed  part  of  .the  If^ite  7ower^  or  citadel,  tft  Al  Mi^ 
dSyiHy  and  ordered  fihe 'tnaterials  prbcutied  from 'thence  to  he 
carried  to  the  fpot  he  had  mariced  out  for  the  fite  of  his  new 
city.     However,  finding  that  the  demolition  of  all  the  bu3d- 
ings  of  Al  Madayen^  ai^d  the  tranfp6rtatk>n  of  the  materiab 
belonging  to  them  to  Baghdad,,  would  bo  more  expenfive  dna' 
he  at  firft  apprehended,  he  abandoned  the^deTign  he  M 
formed.     The  city^  when  finilhed,  was  perfediy  round,  Ihut 
iip  by  ft  double  wall,  and  flanked  with  a  confiderable  niiai*^ 
her  of  towers.     The  caftle,  or  citadel,  was  in  fii^  -middfe 
of  it,  and  commanded  every  part  of  the  town.    Its  gsft«*$  wrie 
difpofed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  thofe  of  the  firft  wall  were  iaf« 
a  floping  and  oblique  pofition  in  refped  of  thofe  of  the  K'* 
dond;  which  difpofition,  according  to  fome  authors,' gift' 
this  place  the  name  of  Zaura,  or  Zauraa^  i.  e.  obliquey  cnihif^ 
kc  tho*,  if  others  may  be  credited,  it  received  that  nanrf 
from  the  obliquity  of  the  KMa  in  its  principal  mofque.    K 
leems  to  be  intimated  by  Sharif  Al  Edfifi^  that  the  e^cftr 
city  was  not  built  till  the  Khaltfai  <A  Almohdi\  tho^  wbai^* 
of  opinion,  with  the  celebrated  GoUus^  that  this  town  was  be*' 
gun,  and  even  jn  a  manner  finifhed,  before  the  death  of  A 
Manfur.     The  palace  in  the  wefterfl  town  was  called  the  fa* 
lace  efAi  Manfur,  as  that  in  the  eaftern  city  went  under  the*, 
denomination  of  the  palace  of  A\  Mohdi.     The  Khalif  ftiicd 
his  new  metropolis  MetUnat  AlSalam^  the  city  ^f  peace^  either' 
by  allufion  to  the  name  of  ^irufalem^  Or  becaule,  at  the  time* 
when  it  was  finifhed,  all  the  commotions  in  his  empire  werr' 
appealed,  and  almoft  every  natron  in  Afia  had  fubmitted,  or' 
was  become  tributary,  to  him  ^ 

Who  the        Thu  Perjian  hiftorians  pretend,  that  the  city  of  Baghdad^ 
founder  of  as  well  as  that  of  Bahel^  or  Babylon^  was  built  by  the  Perjian 

it,  accord-  kings  of  the  firft  dynafty,  who  Were  ao  other  than  the  anctent' 

"  D'Herbel.  Biblioih.  orient,  ubi  fup.  p.  168.  Diontts.  Tel- 
MARENS.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  AfTeroan.  ubi  fup.  ut  2p  ipfe  Jos.  Siv. 
AssEMAN.  ibid.  Vide  etiam  Theo1>ha'n.  ad  ann.  Conftant.  Co- 
pronym.  ^3"*.  chronograph,  p.  366.  <>  0*Herbel.  ubx  fup. 

GoLii  noc.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  122.  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fap. 
p.  219.  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  Ism.  Abulfed.  ubi  fup.  Georg.  Ja* 
COB.  Kehr.  monarch,  /fiatico- Saracenic,  fbt.  p.  §— 12«  Lipffis, 
1724,  Sharif  Al  Edrisi,  ubi  fup.  p.  Z04. 
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kiq^  ot  Affjfriai  that  Zchak^  who  was  the  Nimr^d  ot  theing  to  the 

?^ews^  firft  founded  this  city ;  and  that  Afrafiah^  king  of  ^^yPeriiaD 
vri,  or  Turkiftan^  and  conqueror  of  Pirjia^  z^aLniized  ^'/friaMs^ 
it,  and  named  it  Bagiddd^  that  is  to  fay,  tbe  garden  0/Did, 
or  die  idol  that  he  worifaippcd.  TTo  which  they  add,  that 
Kaiiausydit  fecond  king  oiPnfiu  of  tlie  fecond  dynafty,  who 
could  have  been  no  other  than  Cujh^  the  (on  of  iiimrad^  ac- 
cording to  thcdfe  authors,  confiruded  the  temples,  and  the 
other  moft  antient  public  buildings,  of  the  place  p. 

Wfi  are  told  by  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabariy  who  has  been  fW-  WhennU 
lowed  herein  by  £utjcbius  ^nd  Al  Makinj  that  this  city  if^^'oediti 
ceivcd  its  name  from  that  of  the  monk,  or  hermit,  Baghdad^  *««^  ^'- 
in  whofe  garden,  and  part  of  the  territory  adjoining  to  it,  the  ^^^^"g  '^ 
{}uodattons  were  firft  laid;    tho*  others  pretend,  that  this    '^'^^^^ 
monk's  name  was  not  Baghdad^  but  Dad.    Be  this,  however,^"'"*'' 
IS  it  will,  Baghdad  feems  to  have  been  raiied  out  of  the  ruins 
ai  Cteftpbejij  as  well  as  thofe  of  Seleucia^  and  was  not  only 
denominated  by  Al  Manfur^  after  the  erection  of  it,  Medifutt  \ 

Jl  Saiamj  or  Medinai  AJJalam^  but  likewife  Dar  Al  Salam^  or 
Dor  AJfalam ;  which  appellation  was  plainly  of  tbe  fame  im- 
ptot  with  the  former.  Hence  it  was  frequently  called  by  the 
Sjrians  Medinat  Silama^  and  by  the  Greeks  IrenopoUs ;  both 
^  which  are  equivalent  to  the  Medinat  AJfalam  of  the  Arabs* 
We  iind  two  opinions  concerning  the  reafon  of  the  name 
Baghdad  mentioned  by  Abulfeda.  According  to  the  firft, 
^iK  in  the  Perfic  language,  fignified  a  garden,  and  Dad 
yn&  the  proper  name  of  the  man  oa  whofe  garden  was  eroded 
SManfur^s  new  metropolis  ;  of  both  which  words  the  name 
Baghdad  is  apparently  formed*  If  we  will  pay  any  regard  to 
the  fecond,  the  fpot  on  which  this  city  ftood  was  denominated 
Baghdad  by  an  eunuch^  fent  by  Khofru  king  of  Berfia  thither, 
ftom  an  idol  named  Bagb^  worihipped  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
<aft,  and  the  prefent  made  him  by  that  prince  of  the  grourid 
00  Which  his  temple  ftood  ;  a  gift^  or  prefent^  in  the  Perjic 
tOflgue,  being  exprefled  by  Dad,  The  fame  author  obferves, 
Aat  Al  Manfur  derived  the  appellation  of  Medinat  AJfalam^ 
which  he  conferred  upon  his  new  capital,  from  Vadi  AJJalam^ 
^  torrent  0/  peace^  a  name  frequently  applied  by  the  orientals 
to  the  Deglatay  or  the  Tigris^  on  whofe  banks  that  capital, 
fiood.  The  Ni/?orianSj  who  were  in  great  favour  with  the 
Rjalifsy  transferred  their  patriarch's  fee,  fixed  before  at  Ctefi^ 
fhon  VLiid  Seleuciay  io  Baghdad  \  and  the  Gr^-^^j,  likewife,  ac- 
cording to  Nilus  Doxapa^riusy  had  a  patriarch  there.  But 
Abrabaniy  furnamed  Abraza^   the  Nejiorian  patriarch,  pre- 

'  LebTarikh,  Khondemir^  ubi  fup.  B'Herbel.  Biblioth. 
^itnt.  zxi,Bagbdad,  p.  167. 
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▼ailed  upon  the  KhaUf  to  expel  Jobn^  die  Grak  metiq)o* 

Ikan,  from  thencc>  in  the  year  of  the  Hijra  300.     hsA 

John^  the  Neflorian  patriarch,  prevented  Ignatius  Bmrchidi^ 

the  Jacobite  Mafrian^  from  fettling  at  Baghdad^  about  94 

years  after;  th'o- the  Ai&«// then  permitted  a  biihop,  fulijeft 

to  the  Mafrian^  to  re&de  there.    However,  Sor  Htbr^tn^ 

the  Jacobite  Mafriany  relates,  that  he  fpent  the  fiiouncr  it 

Baghdad^  and  ordained  four  deacons  and  a  btfliop  there,  ia  dK 

▼ear  of  Christ  1265  ;  as  likewife,  that  JacoUu  bifliops  vm 

before  that  time  permitted  to  fix  their  reiidenoe  in  thisdif ; 

and  that  Lazarus^  one  of  them,  was  deposed  by  Dimffiusy  w 

Jacobite  patriarch,  wbofe  condud  in  this  particular  was  ip- 

proved  of  by  the  Khali/  Al  MamAn^  in  the  year  of  our  Loas 

829.     This  great  city  was  the  feat  of  the  Khalifs  of  the  hods 

pf  AlAbbis^  excepting  onlv  two  or  diree,  from  its  foundatioaH 

the  year  of  the  Hejra  65b,  when  it  was  taken  by  the  Tartvh 

Of  which  furprtzing  revolution,  and  the  principal  circum* 

ftances  attending  it^  our  readers  will  meet  with  a  full  aai 

ample  account  in  the  (equel  of  this  faiftory  q, 

Ba<^Kdad    '  B AGHD AD>  the  capiul  of  the  Mefiem  empire  for  near  509 

foffljffed atyt^r%y  remained  in  the  hatids  of  the  Tartars.^  or  Me^dsy  W 

different    the  year  of  the  Hejra  795,  or  of  Christ  1392,  when9i» 

timej  hy     mur  Begby  or  Tamerlain  tibe  GruUj  took  it  for  the  firft  timi 

the  Tar-    jfrom  Sokdn  Ahmed  Ebn  Atuis^  or  Sultan  Ahmed  Ebn  Wm^ 

tars,  who,  being  incapable  of  making  bead  againft  the  numcnMl' 

Turk-       forces  brought  by  Timur^  after  he  had  fubjugated  Perjia^  to 

mans,       f^^^^  ^^ic  fiege  of  this  city,  found  himfelf  obliged  to  (^  al 

Pcrfians,   j^j^  baggage  over  the  TigriSf  to  crois  that  river  with  ail  lii 

T    kj      troops,  and,  in  fine,  to  abandon  his  capital  to  the  conquenA 

He  was,  however,  hotly  purfued  by  one  of  the  enemy's  i^ 

tachments  to  the  plain  of  Kerhela^  where  feveral  fkirmiflMI 

happened,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  men  on  both  Med 

were  killed.    Notwithftanding  which,  he  at  laft,  by  bis  £xm» 

dud  and  bravery,  efcaped  the  fury  of  his  purfuers,  tookre* 

Rige  in  the  territories  of  the  Greek  emperor,  and  afterwark 

found  means  to  repoffefs  himfelf  of  the  city  of  BagbieL 

There  he  remained  till  the  year  of  the  Hejra  803,  wbes 

the  city  was  taken  a  fecond  time  by  Timur\  Vho,  joem* 

**  Abu  Jaafar  At.  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fop.  p.  ica.' 
Edtych.  ubi  Tup.  D'Herbel.  ubi  fup  p.  167,  168.  EbsCa* 
&EN,  Ism.  Abulfed.  ubi  fup.  Jos.  Sim.  Asscman.  Bibhoih.  ori- 
ent. CIcmcntino- Vatican,  torn.  i.  p.  10.  ^t  difTerut.  de  Monophjife 
NiLus  Doxipatrius,  in  notit.  patriarchal.  AntiocheD,  Greco* 
Rivs  Bar  Hebr.7.us,  apad  Jof.  Sim.  Aileman.  Qbifup.tOB.it 
p.  291.  Jos.  Sim.  AssEMAN.  ul)i  (up.  tom.ii.  p.  441,  44^,  S51. 
EccHEi.LEvs.  in  not.  adcacai.  Ebed.  p.  135.  Cod.  Syr.  Nicr.  iv.fol. 
2 1 8.  GtoiLC.  Jac.  Keur,  ubifup.  Golu  not.  ad  Alfrag.ubifap.- 
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tbnie&y  reftored  it  to  him^  and  he  contiaued  ibvdrdgn  oTtht 

pbce,  till  he  was  driven  from  thence  by  A£raH  Sbaby  that 

prince's  fon.    However,  afterwards  returning,  be  was  chafed 

from  thence  by  Kara  Tuftf^  the  Turkman^  in  the  year  of  the 

Hgjra  Bis  9  who  liimewUe  reduced  Baghildd  a  fecond  time, 

and  finally  expelled  from  thence  Jbu  Btcr^  the  fon  cf'Minm 

Sbdh;  fecuring  dnt  capital  to  his  fiimily,  in  which  it  remained 

till  the  time  of  Hafan^  or  i/^T^Jv,  furnamed  Uxuftj  which,  i^ 

fiiriijbj  figufies  lomg^  commonly  called  by  the  Eurtpemis  Ufum 

Cafany  a  Turkman  prince,  who  drove  the  defoendants  ^Kara 

i  Trfif  from  thence,  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  875,  or  of  Our- 

Loxo  1470.     The  princes  of  this  family  maintained  them- 

*felvcs  in  poileffion  of  Baghdad  till  the  year  of  the  Hejra  014^ 

«  of  Christ  1508,  when  ShiA  Ifmady  furnamed  Swy  or 

i^fit  the  firft  prince  of  the  royal  family  that  rciened  in  iran^ 

•r  Perfiay  till  the  dethroning  of  the  late  Shdb  M^feiny  made 

Ittmiek  maAer  ef  it.    From  that  time,  for  above  an  hundred 

Jtmy  this  city  continued  to  be  a  bone  of  contention  between 

the  Turks  and  the  Pirfiauiy  having  been  the  fubjefk  of  feveral 

Uoody  wars  between  thofe  two  powerful  nations.    It  was 

taken  by  S^mdn  I.  furnamed  the  Magnificent ;  and  retaken 

hy  Sb£b  AhkaSy  king  of  Perjia ;  but  being  at  laft  bdieged  by 

Jmurathy  or  MoradlV.  with  a  formidable  army,  it  was  finally 

bhitged  to  furrender  to  him,  in  the  year  of  grace  1638,  and 

iua  fcmained  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks  to  this  very  day  ^ 

It  may  not  be  amifs  farther  to  obferve  here,  that  this  city,  Some/ar^ 
which  has  always  been  fo  celebrated  amongft  the  MoJkmSy  tber  re^ 
liad  feveral  other  names  befides  thofe  already  taken  notice  of.  ntarkahU 
That  part  pf  it  ereded  on  the  wcftcrn  bank  of  the  Tigris  wzst^'"**^^- 
called  Medinat  AlManfury  the  city  oi  Al  Manfiry  as  owing  {'*''' '''^'«*- 
its  origin  intirely  to  the  prince  whofe  name  it  bore;  whiltt  "f-^ '*  ^^J*' 
^t  on  the  oppofite  bank  went  amongft  the  Mojlems  under  ^'P'»     fng 
dtf  appellation  of  AJker  Al  Mohdiy  the  armyy  or  campy   rf  n^ffi^ 
Al  Mohdiy  for  the  reafon  above  ailxgned.     As  the  Mojlems  of*       ' 
S^ia  fometimes  denominated  it  both  Medinat  Selamay  and 
Medinat  Sehmoy  the  city  ofpeace^  fo  it  received  the  appellation 
of  Medinat  Slamay  denbtin^y  the  fame  thing,  from  the  Syrian 
or  Chaldgffan  Nefiorians.     The  weftern  part  of  jB^^^^W, which 
in  after*ages  was  confidered  as  a  fort  of  fuburb,  went  alfo   • 

'  Ahmed  Ebn  Arabshah,  in  vit.  Tim.  Beg.  Greg.  AbuY* 
Faiaj,  obi  fop.  p.  526 — 565.  pETR.  Tbxeir.  Al  Jan^kab.  Ah- 
MiD  £«if  YusBP,  Olbar.  Aut.  Al  RAUDAif,  Dbmbtr.  Can- 
T emir's  hidory  of  the  Othman  empire,  m  the  life  of  Amurath, 
or  Mond  ^V.  D'He^rbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  arc:  Ahmed Bea  Awj, 

p.  149 151.  2n,BGgd^iii,  p.  168.  zrl,  Timour^  p.  880,  ^I»et 

^ibi.  xVIjRJCfiOND,   hbti  ^HOUNAH,    AuC.  NlCiiJARI^ST.  &c. 
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finder  the  denomination  of  Karihr\  tho'  this  nsiKe  fccms  to 
have  been  more  particularly  applied  to  that  part  of  thewcften 
town  to  which  Al  Manfur  commanded  the  market,  that  bad 
before  been  kept  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  palace,  in  order 
to  remove  the  rabble  to  fome  fpot  at  a  greater  diflance  from 
bim,  to  be  transferred.    Here  be  likewise  had  a  bridge  coo« 
finided  over  the  Tigris j  to  keep  open  more  efiedually  acorn- 
munication  between  this  and  JI  Mchdi's  part  of  the  town. 
The  name  of  Karih  was  afterwards  rendered  famous  by  die 
aforefaid  market)  which  occafioncd  the  ere^on  of  a  confi- 
gurable number  of  buildbgs  there.    The  Dar  Jl  KbaUfiy 
that  is,  the  bmfi^  or  pelaciy  pfthe  Khalif,  in  the  weflem  tovo, 
called  Kafr  Al  Manfikfy  the  palace  of  h\  Manf&r,  as  wdl  ts 
the  other  named  Kafr  Al  Mohdiy  the  palace  ofM  Mohdi,  made 
a  very  good  figure.     There  was  likewife  a  palace  in  BagbM 
iiifficiencly  grand,  known  by  the  name  oiKafr  Jl  'Hafan  Ek 
Zobal^  the  palace  ef  Hafan  £ll>n  Zobal,  befides  feveral  piiUic 
buildings  ereded  by  the  Kbelif  Al  Moftanfer  BUla^  and  pm- 
ctdarly  the  famous  coUese  founded  by  that  prince,  dcoooii* 
nated  by  the  Arabs  Al  JMadrafah  Al  Moflanferiab^  which,  far 
the  beauty  and  elegance  of  its  ftruSure,  the  number  of  ib- 
dents  it  contained,  as  well  as  the  learned  men  it  produced, 
and  the  ample  revenues  fettled  upon  it,  has  been  reprefeotod 
by  Abu^l'Faraj  as  excelling,  in  his  time,  every  other  boufeof 
learning  in  the  then  known  world.     Amongft  otlier  ihideBli 
here,  there  were  300,  who  applied  themfelves  intirely  todie 
ftudy  of  the  Mohammedan  law,  according  to  the  decuioasof 
the  authors  of  the  four  chief  k(h  of  ^the  SonniUSj  or  ortho* 
dox  Mojlems ;  every  one  of  which  k&s  had  a  profeflbr  in  dm 
college,  who  had  a  monthly  falary  fettled  upon  him,  for  in- 
ftru6ting  75  young  men  comoiltted  to  his  care  in  the  principles 
of  the  fe£t  to  which  he  belonged.  Every  one  of  thofe  ftudents 
had  likewife  a  very  handfome  daily  allowance  of  all  kinds  of 
proviGons  alTigned  him.  •  There  was  alfo  a  bath  fet  apart  far 
the  ufe  of  the  ftudents  here,  and  a  phyfician  maintained  at 
the  KhaUfs  expence,  who  vifited  them  every  morning,  to  fee 
'  whether  any  of  them  flood  in  need  of  his  affiftance.    The 
college  had  alfo  a  kitchen,  a  cellar,  and  an  apothecary's  (hop, 
belonging  to  it,  that  the  preledors,  and  the  young  men  edu- 
cated therein,  might  be  taken  proper  care  of  both  in  ficknefi 
and  in  health.     With  regard  to  the  (bur  orthodox  fe£b  above- 
mentioned,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that,  notwitb- 
ftanding  fome  dilVercnces  as  to  legal  conclufions  in  their  inter-  ^ 
pretation  of  the  Koran^  and  matters  of  practice,  they  wereg^ 
nerally  acknowleged  to  be  orthodox  in  radicals,  or  matters  of 
faith,  and  capable  ot  falvation,  and  had  each  of  them  their  fc- 
vcral  ttationsj  or  oratories,  in  the  t^m\>\^  .oi  Mecca.    The 

founders 
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feunders  of  tbefe  fe£ts  are  ftill  looked  upon  as.th*  great  ma^ 
ten  of  juriiprudence^  and  are  faid  to  have  been  men  of  great 
devotion  and  felf-deniaf,  well  verfed  in  the  knowledge  of  thofe 
tilings  which  belong  to  the  next  life,  and  to  man's  fight  con- 
dud  here,  and  direding  alt  thcit  knowledge  .to  the  glory  of 
God.    1  his  is  Al  GhazdlPs  encomium  of  them,  who  thinks 
itden)|atory  to  their  honour,  that  their  names  fhould  be  ufed 
by  tboie  who,  negleSing  to  imitate  this  other  virtues  which 
nake  up  their  charader,  apply  themfelves  only  to  attain  their 
Ikill,  and  follow  theil*  opinions  in  matters  of  legal  pra£Hce« 
Beftdes  yfl  M9ftanfer  Stud's  college,  there  M^as  another  famous 
college  and  gymnadum  at  Baghdady  founded  by  Mvtx^addin 
dUlfeta  MdUc  Shdh^  the  third  Sultan^  or  Soltdn,  of  the  Selj^ks 
of  Iran ;  and  another  ereded  by  his  prime  minifter,  or  Wazir^ 
Nnam  Ji  MM ;  the  firft  of  which  was  called  Jl  Madrafah^  or 
MMadrafatAlHuntfiaty  and  tht  other  AlMadra/atAi  Nezd- 
m»t.    In  the  vaft  number  of  learned  men  bom  at  Baghdad^ 
nay  be  reckoned  the  famous  Ahmed  Ebn  Hanbal^  the  author 
of  the  fourth  {tdt  of  the  Sonnites^  of  whom  we  Ihall  fpeak  more 
fully  hereafter.    Amongft  the  perfons  famed  for  literature, 
educated  here,  may  be  ranked  Kawam-addin  TufefEbn  Hafan 
AlHofeini  Al  RUmiy  who  wrote  a  treatife  in  Perftc  concerning 
the  power  and  prerogatives  of  princes ;  Ahmed  Ebn  Shamji  Al 
Hadiy  who  wrote  in  Turkijh  the  lives  of  feveral  oriental  poets  ; 
AMI  Abbas  Ebn  Hamd^n  AlKateb^  who  obliged  his  country- 
men with  a  choice  coUedion  of  hiftorical  narrations,  and  va- 
rious elegances,  in  Arabic  \  Moaffekaddin^  who  puUifhed  a 
commentary  upon  Arijiotle*^  piece  de  auditione  naturaU^  ia 
Arabic  \    Mohammed  Ebn  Seiimdn  Fodhltliy  the  author  of  a 
poem  in  Perpc  concerning  cordial  friendfhip ;  Ebn  Najjar  Mo^' 
heh  addin  Mohammed  Em  MahmAd  Al  Baghdddi,  who  com- 
pofed  a  hiftory  that  bore  the  title  of  Tarikh  Ebn  Najjar  Al 
Bagbdadi  \  Ebn  Haithemah  Ebn  Zehr  Al  Neffai ;  Abu  Sahal 
Haithem  Ebn  Jemil  AbuH  Barakat^  a  phyfician  of  Baghdad 
fent  for  by  the  Khan  of  Khowarazm  ;  Abu  Kerim  Sa*id  Ebn 
Al  Talmtth^  a  Chri/iian  phyfician  of  Baghdad^  who  obtained 
from  the  Khalif  Nafer^  or  Nafr^  the  tide  of  Amino' ddawlai 
befides  many  others,   whofe  names  we  are  not  permitted 
to  enumerate  by  the  limits  prefcribed  us  here.    From  what 
has  been  faid,  we  rtxzy  conclude,  that,  for  feveral  ages,  Bagh^ 
dad  niuft  have  abounded  more  with  Mojlem  do£tors,   and 
other  learned  men  of  various  kinds,  than  any  other  place 
b  the  Mohammedan  dominions,  except  Mecca  and  Medina. 
It  was  alfo  extremely  populous,  and  contained  feveral  forts, 
or  cafUes,  capable  of  making  a  tolerable  defence,  that  derived 
•  their  names  from  their  founders  ;  fuch  were  Tak  Al  Harani^ 
Tab  AlAtrify  Tak  Al  Aki^  and  oUicrs ;  the  principal  of  which 
Mod.  Hist,  Vox,.  II.  T  was 
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%nt  Tak  Al  Afma^  fo  called  from  Afmoy  the  KkalifS  Mn- 
/ur*$  daughter,  erected  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Tigrit^  in 
that  part  of  the  city  to.  which  was  more  particularly  ap|^ 
the  name  oiRutafry  or  AlRufdJa,    One  of  the  gates  like- 
iR^ife  of  Baghdadj  that  was  fortined  in  a  peculiar  maaiier»  r^ 
^ceived  the  appellation  of  Tak^  or  Taka.    The  language  fpokea 
here  was  one  of  the  moft  polite  and  elegant  dialeds  of  thei^ 
kU^  as  there  was  a  greater  concourfe  of  nobility  and  Icamcd 
men,  that  excelled  in  ipany  branches  of  literature,  for  fettni 
ages,  in  this  city,than  in  almofi  any  other  of  the  eaft.  After  whit 
has  been  laid  of  the  flourilhing  ftate  oi  Baghdad^  for  fo  confi- 
derable  a  period  of  time,  it  wUl  not  appear  ftrange,  that  thcie 
ihould  have  been  a  mint  here,  in  which  a  vaft  number  of  iir- 
hems  and  dinars  were  ftcuck.     At  prefent,  thd*  it  groaos.under 
the  Turkifi  yoke,  Baghdad  is  a  celebrated  empory  and  fros- 
tier of  the  Ottoman  empire  on  the  fide  of  Perjia^  to  which 
not  only  many  merchants,  but  likewife  an  incredible  nundMr 
of  pa^ngera,  travelling  from  NatcUa^  Syria,  Pahftim^  and 
EsiPU  in^o  P^fi^i  continually  refort.    |t  is  the  ieat  of  a 
Pajha,  to  whom  every  one  of  thofe  paflengers  pays  a  Ibit  of 
tribute,  or  toll,  which,  in  the  whole,  amounts  to  si  voy 
large  annual  fum.    The  religion  profefied  here  is  theJU^ 
bamnudan,  tho*  various  fe£b^  of  (Arijlians  are  tolerated,  el 
which  the  Neftorians^  who  have  a  church,  bear  the  greateft 
fway.     The  jacMtes  and  Armenians  have  no  place  of  pubfic 
worihip,  but  go  to  the  convent  of  the  Capuchins^  who  adeii- 
nifter  the  facraments  to  them.  -  There  are  feveral  yews  )Su- 
wife  that  refide  conftantly  at  Baghdad,  but  many  more  who 
come  thither  annually,  in  order  to  vifit  the  fepulchre  of  the 
prophet  Ezekiely  which  is  faid  to  ftand  about  a  day  at^d  a  half  s 
journey  from  the  city.    The  Pajba  of  Baghdad  is  generaDy  a 
f^ifir.    The  proper  garifon,  about  the  middle  of  the  laft  coi- 
tury,  coniifted  of  only  300  JanifaritSy  commanded   bj  an 
'  Jgai  tbo'  the  Pajha,  whofe  houfe  flood  then  upon  the  bank  ' 
of  the  river,  and  made  a  good  appearance,  had  under  his 
command  a  body  of  6  or  700  horfe.     There  were  alfo  then 
about  3  or  400  SpahPs,  commanded  by  two  Aga*Sy  befides  an- 
other body  of  horfe,  under  two  Aga's,  that  went  under  dw 
denomination  of  men  of  courage.     In  fine,  the  Ottoman  troops 
at  that  time  in  and  about  the  town. amounted  to  about  3000 
men.     The  city  then  was  1500  paces  long,  7  or  800  broal, 
and  about  three  miles  in  circumference.     The  walls  were  of 
brick,  and  flrengthened  with  towers  that  refembled  baftions  ^ 
upon  which  the  Pajha  had  mounted  60  pieces  of  cannoa  i 
the  largefl  of  which  were  not  above  five  or  fix  poundess. 
There  were  four  gates,  three  on  the  land-  fide,  and  one  upon  the 
river  j  over  which  there  "^as  a  bridge  of  cbirty-three  boats,  or 
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rather  pieces  bf  tiiBber>  brpu^t  from  Afp/ul  and  other  t^acer^ 
fafiened  together  on  ^oats  Ikins^  blown  like  bladders.     The 
(aftle^  or  citadel,  was  in  the  city,  near  one  of  the  gates  called 
Jl  Maassan^  on  the  north  fide  \  ftanding  partly  on  the  river^ 
and  funounded  by  a  fingle  wall,  adorned  with  turrets ;  upon 
which  were  planted,  tho'  without  carriages^  about  I50  pieces 
xi  cannon.    The  Pujha  was  afSfted^  in  the  civil  government 
iqt  the  place,  by  a  Kadiy  who  reprefented  the  Mufti^  and  a 
fiAirditiry  who  coI]e£led  the  revenues  of  the  Grwid  SignQi\ 
There  we're  five  mofques,  of  which  two  were  tolerably  wi;!) 
built,  and  adorned  with  Dtwtnis^  covered  with  varnifhed  tiles 
of  difierent  colours;  ten  caravanTera's,  or  inns,  two  of  which 
were  proper  enough  for  the  reception  of  travellers  \  and  feve- 
lal  &ztfr/,  or  market-places,  arched,  to  enable  the  mer- 
chants to  bear  the  heats,  ^nd  watered  three  or  four  times  ft 
dajy  for  the  fame  purpoie.    Commerce  then  flourifhed  to  a 
'cttiGderdble  degree  here,  tho'  not  fo  much  as  when  the  city 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Ptrftu ;  SuUen  Amuruth  ly. 
iqpon  bis  making  himfelf  mafter  of  it,  having  pot  moft  of  the 
pcheft  merchants  fettled  there  to  death.     Many  of  the  Shiites^ 
a  followers  of  AU^  were  fettled  there,  beine  fo  fimple  as  to 
bdieve,  that  their  great  Imam  lived  at  Baghdad,    The  pil- 
mns  that  vSfit  Mecea  by  land  are  obliged  to  pafs  through 
%igbdadj  and  every  one  of  them  pays  a  tribute,  or  toll,  equi- 
valent to  four  piaflres,  to  the  Pdfifa ;  which  branch  of  the  re^ 
venue  brings  annually  a  very  confiderable  fum  into  the  cofTeiS 
of  the  Grand  Sign^,    Tavernier  informs  us,  that  the  RafsdPt^ 
«r  heretics,  here,  who  Teem  to  have  been  a  branch  of  the  ohiites^ 
in  his  time, were  fo  rigid  and  ftrid,  that  they  would  by  no  means 
jcidiereator  drink  w\ih  z  Cbri^ian^  and  fcarce  with  a  Sonniu 
himfelf.    In  his  time,  the  inhabitants  o^  Baghdad  confided  of 
about  15,000  fouls.     The  latitude  of  this  city  was  defined  by 
theaftronomers,  who  lived  in  the  days  of  the  Khalif  Al  Ma- 
«H0if,  to  be  33*"  %d\  and  by  fome  of  the  modern  geographers 
«nd  aitronomers,  33"*  15'.  But,  for  a  more  particular  defcription 
of  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  celebrated  city,  we  muft  beg  leave 
to  refer  our  curious  readers  to  the  lafl- mentioned  author,  who, 
'Vi  that  point,  will  give  them  full  and  ample  fatisfa£^ion  '. 

Asovr  the  149th  year  of  the  Hijra^  as  we  learn  from  Dio-  Abd*al' 
mftus  Telmannfay  the  Mamihus^  or  Manichaans^  fettled  at  rahcn&n 
Marrdn  in  Mffipotamia^  having  been  guilty  of  moft  execrable  ^bn  Mol- 

*  GeLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  et  Gaoac.  Jacob.  Kemr,  obi  fop. 
f^htQ.  AbvVFaraj,  hiit.  4ynAft*  P«'4^3*  Jfo^-  ^i^n*  Asseman. 
abifap.  Sharif  ALEmttsi,  A4.Qha«al.  X)*HfRaEL.  Bibliotii. 
ofient  art.  MaUkfchab^  ou  Mt^kfcbah^  p.  ^^z^  et  alib.  pa/T.  Alb, 
"ScavLT.  iad.  geographic,  ad  vit.  Salad,  obi  ijip.  TAVaaMiaa't 
Tti&uiTiaveU,  b.  ii.  c.7.  p.  84--«x^6.  JE.^n4*  1678. 
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wiyah  h-  fuperftitioh,  were  treated  with  great 'feverity  by  AlAhhas^  the 
gimsto       Khaifs  governor  of  that  province.     The  fame  year.  Ah' 
treSi  a      eFalrahmdn  Ebn  Moawiyah^  the  grand  fon  of  Hejham^  who  had 
mo/qmiin   fettled  himfelf  upon  the  MoJIem  throne  in  Spain^zvA  been  ac- 
Spain.       knowleged  lawful  Khalif  of  the  weft  by  the  M^bamnudam 
there^  began  to  eredl  the  great  mbfque  at  Cordiva,  or  Cpt- 
dttba  \  which,  after  it  was  finifhed,  during  the  continuance  <^ 
this  monarchy,  was  highly  revered  l^  all  the  Mojlerm  in  that 
part  of  the  world.     AlManfut^s  arms  having  been  attended 
with  all  imaginable  fuccefs,  the  preceding  years,  his  fubjefis, 
through  the'whole  courfe  of  this,  enjoyed  the  fweets  of  peace, 
tnrithout  the  leaft  difcontinuance  or  interruption  <. 
Tbi  fa-         The  next  year,  being  the  150th  of  the  Hejra^  beginning 
mout  Abu  February  6ch,  767,  the  famous  Abu  Hanifa  Ai  Nooman  Eh 
Hanifa     Thabety  the  founder  of  the  firft  of  the  four  chief  feds  of  the 
dies.  SotmiteSy  who  was  born  at  C^fa  in  the  i8th  year  of  the  H^raj 

departed  this  life.  He  died  in  prifon  at  Baghdad,  lybere  he 
had  been  confined, becaufe  he  refufed  to  be  madeJr^dSf,ory«4rQ 
on  which  account  he  was  very  hardly  dealt  with  by  his  fupe- 
riors,  yet  could  not  be  prevailed  on,  either  by  threats  or  31 
treatment,  to  undertake  the  charge ;  chafing  rather  to  he  fw 
nijhed  by  them  than  by  Gox>,  fays  Al  Ghazdli  i  .who  adds,  that 
when  he  excufed  himfelf  from  accepting  the  office,  by  alleg- 
ing that  he  was  unfit  for  it,  being  afked  the  reafon,  he  repli^ 
I/I/peai  the  truths  lam  unfit ;  but  if  I  tell  a  lie^  a  liar  is  Kit 
ft  to  be  a  judge*  It  is  faid,  that  he  read  over  the  Koran^  in  the 
prifon  where  he  died,  no  lefs  than  70OQ  times.  The  dofirine, 
or  tenets^  propagated  by  him,  as  well  as  the  fed  of  which  he 
was  the  author,  went  amongft  the  Sonnites  by  the  name  of /&• 
nifiahy  or  Hanntfiyah,  The  Hanifites  are  called  by  an  Arahiat 
writer  the  followers  of  reafon^  and  thofe  of  the  other  three  or- 
thodox fe^s  followers  of  tradition ;  the  former  being  princi- 
pally guided  by  their  own  judgment  in  their  decilions,  and 
the  latter  adhering  more  tenacioufly  to  the  traditions  of  Mo^ 
bammed.  The  fe<^  of  Abu  Hanifa  heretofore  obtained  chiefly 
in  Iraky  but  now  generally  prevails  amongft  the  Turks  and 
Tartars,  His  dodrine  was  brought  into  great  credit  by  Ahu 
nfefy  chief  juftice  under  the  KbaUfs  Al  Hidi  and  //m»«  M 
Rajhid.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  AbfaUab  Ba* 
thabniAs  wrote  a  treatife  concerning  the  divifions,  or  diffiaut 
'  ientiments,  of  the  Hanifites -,  which,  amongft  the  adsiirfeof 

that  fed,  is  held  in  good  repate  m.   ,  Asout* 

t  DiOKYs.  Telmarins.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  AiTeman.  obifap  p. 

•iiz.utetipTe  Joi.  Sim.  Asseman.  ibid.  KHOHDEUtti,  AiMAKtn, 

RoDESic;  ToLETAN.ubi  fup.  axviii.  p.  18.  ■  Aav 

•Jaafar  Al  Tab ar.  Al-  Makin,  u\A  fup.  Gkeo.  A»tf*L«PAaAj^ 

ubi  fup,  p.  219.  Ebv  Khalscan^  Poc.  not.  in  fpcc.  hiA.  Arab,  p^ 

«97r 


e.'  2.  fbe  Hifiory  of  the  Arabs.  291 

Abotjt  the  151ft  yedr  of  the  Hejra^  as  ihould  Teem  from  9%^  Eha* 
Jbu^l-Farajy  who  makes  this  event  to  have  happened  a  -little  lif  atnd 
after  the  lu?alif  Al  Mlanfkr  had  fixed  his  refidence  at  Baghda4y  rfa  dan'" 
Je)iirjeyuSy  or  George^  MbnBakhtiJhua  /fljondifdburi^  a  famous  ^^*«'  •^'^- 
phyfiaan^and  aC!6r/^//7»,was  brought  to  court,  in  order  to  cuie*C/^  h^^ 
iheKbalif  of  a  want  of  appetite  and  indigeftioi?)  under  which  ~^.^ 
he  at  that  time  laboured*     The  phyfician,  attended  by  his^-ZA'^'^*' 
khohTy  or  pupil,  Jfa  Ebn  Shablatha^  being  introduced  to  the 
Xtaliff  difcourfed  with  him  both  mPtrftc  and  Arabic^  vi\^ 
great  fluency  and  elegance ;  afliiring  him  at  the  fame  time,  after 
he  bad  received  from  hinv  an  account  of  his  diforder,  that, with 
the  divine  aiBftance,  he  could  cure  him.  The  Khalifa  charmed 
with  the  gracefulnefs  of  his  perfon,  the  politeneis  of  his  Ian* 
guage,  and,  above  all,  the  aflurances  he  had  given  him,  ordered 
afumptuous  and  coftly  veft  to  be  put  upon  him,  afligned  himi 
one  of  the  beft  apartments  in  his  palace,  and  commanded  his 
chamberlain  Rabi  to  treat  him  vrith  the  higheft  marks  of 
refped.     Georgi  having  in  a  fhort  time  eile£ted  a  cure  upon 
him,  AlManJiir  one  day  afked  him  whether  he  was  married? 
To  which  the  phyfician  replied,  that  he  had  for  his  wife  aa 
old  woman,  who  was  extremely  infirm,  and  not  able  to  rife 
from  her  feat.    Upon  this,  the  Khalif  orAtxtf^  Salitriy  one  of 
his  eunuchs,  to  take  with  him  three  beautiful  Greti  girls,  and 
a  prefent  of  3000  dinars,  to  George's  apartment ;  who,  not 
finding  him  at  home,  left  them  with  I/a  Ebn  Sbahlathaj  V\b 
fcholar,   there.     But  George,  upon  his  return,  after  repri- 
manding ^^ji  for  receiving  them,  returned  them  to  the  Khalifi 
who  fendmg  for  him,  and  afking  him,  with  great  furprize, 
the  reafon  of  fo  ftrange  and  unparalleled  a  condud,  the  phy- 
fician told  him,  without  any  fcruple  or  hefitation,  that  it  ^aa 
not  lawful  for  a  Cbriftian  to  have  more  than  one  wife  at  a 
time.  This  increafing  Al  Mcnjur'%  aftoniftiment,  he  difmifled 
him  with  uncommon  expreffions  of  efteem,  and  afterwards 
heaped  his  favours  with  greater  profufion  upon  him.     About 
the  fame  time,  the  Khaliffcnt  three  bodies  of  his  troops,  un- 
der the  command  of  his  brother  Al  Abbas,  governor  of  Mefop^- 
tamia,  Hafan  Ebn  Kahtaba^  and  Ebn  Afad^  to  penetrate  into 
the  imperial  territories.     Thefe  forces. were  cpmpofed  of  Siu"  < 
dians,  Alans,  KhozarSyKhaxars,  oiKhazarites,  Medet,  PerJianSy 
Aiulites,  Arabs,  Khofanites, Turks, znd  others;  but  did  not  meet 
with  great  fuccefs  in  their  expeditions.  The  KbaSfbimltlfym 
the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  confifting  of  8q>oqo  men>  moved 

297,  298.  Al  Ghazali,  Al  Sh ahrestan.  apod  Pocockium,  abl 
fup.  D'HERBEL.Biblioth.  orient,  art.  Abou  Hani/ab,  p.  21,  22« 
&art.  Hanifiat,  p.  429.  Abd'allah  BATUAi.Miovs«apadD*H6r- 
W.ibid, 
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ftom  jfmida^  Armdy  ot  Edeffa^  Tur-Aidin^  and  T/if-JCwi,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  campaign ;  and  made  an  irraption  into^tbe 
ncrt'-^crn  parts  oH\\t. Roman  empire.  He  advanced  to  a  fbrtreft 
called  Kamach^  ox  Kamakh^  upon  which  he  contintted  hts  at- 
tacks the  whole  fummer;  but  without  efled :  fo  that  be  fouiMi 
hiiiifelf  at  laft  obliged,  after  he  had  loft  an  incredible  nttmherof 
men,  fiiamefully  to  abandon  the  fiege  *. 
S.^^^e  other     Thp  fame  year,  a  complaint  being  br<>ught  before  AlMoh 
--/f«/i  •/  Jitr  againft  the  patriarch  George^  by  Sic  biihops  vriio  had  hcea 
fbejtar    deprived  by  him  of  their  authority  at  thefynod  diSarug^vtA\t 
^%^*        being  by  them  accufed  of  exercifing  tyranny  upon  the  fijffin 
'  clergy,  the  Khaltf  ordered  him  to  be  put  in  iron^^  and  gut 
bis  accufers  leave  to  fubftitute  another  patriarch  in  his  room. 
Upon  which,  by  their  unanhnous  fufFrages,  they  sdvancoitt 
that  high  dignity  David  bi(hop  of  Dora ;  wljofe  lenity  srnd 
moderation  might  juftly  have  intituled  him  to  the  profouiKkt 
refpe^  and  veneration  of  all  the  Mtjopotaman  clergy,  over 
whom  he  prefided  ;  tho'  none  of  them,  except  thofe  by  lAom 
he  had  been  eleded,  paid  any  regard  to  his  orders  anddcci- 
iions ;  he  having-  been  not  a  little  blamed  for  being  fo  aAve 
againft  his  predeceflbr.    Hence  a  fchifm  arofe  amongft  die 
jacobttei ;  fome  of  whom  confidered  David  as  their  patfi- 
arch,  others  Georgia  and  others  acknowledged  no  patriarch  IC 
all.     With  regard  to  Tur-Abdin^  mentioned  above,  it  ion 
not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  the  natives  call  it  impf 
fur  J  which  in  their  language  fignifies  a  mffuntoin ;  and  that  it 
is  a  confidcrable^trad  in  the  neigfibourhood  of  the  Jigrih 
which  formerly  contained  a  pretty  lai^e  number  of  towns  and 
monafteries,  all  under  the  jurifdi£lionof  a  bifliop,  called  Ae 
bifhop  of  ^ur-Ahdin,     His  diocefc  was,  in  proce6  of  Srt^i 
folit  into  feveral  others,  v/z.  Salacha^  or  Salakhj  Beth-MentiH^ 
(ic.  and  efpccially  after  Saba  was  tranflated  from  the  ftc  rf 
'  Salacha  to  the  patriarchate  of  Tur-Abdin^  and  fet  up  in  oppo- 

fitiort  to  Ignatius  VI.  the  lawful  patriarch  of  the  JacoUtes] 
which  produced  a  fchifm  that  continued  from  tklc  year  of 
Christ  i  364  to  the  year  1 494,  We  muft  alfo  beg  leave  to 
obfcrve,  that  the  Ne/lerian  convent  on  the  Curd^  or  Gerdjain^ 
■  mountains  was  reduced  to  afhes,  together  with  all  the  people 
therein,  as  they  were  celebrating  their  annual  feftival  on  the 
fpot  where  Noah's  ark  had  reftcd,  in  the  ufual  manner,  bj 

lightning,  the  preceding  year  «. 
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^  Grbg.  Abu'i-Faraj,  ubt  fup.  p.  221—^223.  Diokti. 
Telmarjns.  apud  Jof  Sim.  Affcman  ubi  fup.  p.  113.  ntetipfe 
Jos.  Sim.  Asseman.  ibid.  Theophan.  chronograph.  p*J7f 
Theoph;  SlGEF*.  Bayer,  hiflor.  Ofrhocn.  p.  t%z,  Petrop.  r73f 
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Thi  (tXkfmng  year,  being  the  15  2d  year  of  the  /^Vtf.  Tk$  Khm* 
\  Gdehnted  Chriftiam  phyfician,  Garge  Ebn  Bakbtijhua  Al  lif  tmkts  a 
Jmdifiivnf  who  had  been  (o  ferviceable  to  the  Khali f  Jl  ^^  Phfi' 
yMixnjitr  in  the  recovery  of  his  health,  was  himfelf  taken  ex-  ^'^*>  ^^ 
tremdy  ill,  and  bis  life  thoueht  to  be  in  no  fmall  danger.  ^^^^Ids  a 
Upon  which,  he  afked  the  l3>aUf%  leav^  to  return  home,  in*^^'''^*  '^ 
order  to  fee  his  fon  and  family,  and  to  be  buried  with  his  *^*y^^ 
brodien,  in  cafe  it  ihould  pleafe  God  to  put  a  period  to  his  '^'* 
days.    Jl  Mmfkr  defired  him  firft,  by  way  of  reply  to  his 
jpetition,  to  embrace  MBbammeixfm ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  pro« 
loifed  him  a  certain  admiffion  into  paradiife,  after  )iis  death : 
Id  which  Ge^rgi  made  anfwer,  **  O  emperor  of  the  faithful^ 
^  I  am  determined  to  ^o  to  the  place  where  my  anceftors  re- 
[ff<  fide  in  the  other  world,  whether  that  be  paradife  or  helL'*' 
Tbb  excited  theKbaEfs  laughter,  who  thereupon  returned^ 
<^  But  fince  you  have  been  with  me,  I  have  been  free  from 
*^  the  maladies  with  which  I  was  before  afflided  j  how,  there* 
^*  fore,  can  I  part  with  you  ?"    To  this  the  phyfician  replied, 
that  he  ihouM  Jeave  behind  him  his  fcholar  Ija^  who  was  a 
very  fldlful  profeflbr  of  phyiic,  and  would  take  all  poffible  care 
of  his  majefty's  health.    The  Khdif  then  difmiiled  Gttrgt^  ^ 

widi  a  prefent  of  10,000  iin&rs^  and  fent  i^n  eunuch  with 
him,  lo  condttd  him  to  his  friends  and  relations,  with  orders 
tD  have  his  body  conveved  to  them,  in  cafe  he  fliould  die  upon 
the  road.     However,  he  arrived  at  home  fafe,  under  the  eu* 
ouch's  condud.    After  his  departure,  Al  Manfkr  fent  for  Ifa^ 
iriiom,  upon  cooverfing  with  him,  he  found  to  be  a  perfon  of 
profound  erudition,  and  therefore  fubftituted  him  in  his  maf* 
ter's  place.  Ifa^  after  his  advancement,  began  to  grow  conten- 
tioos,  and  to  behave  in  a  very  infolent  manner,  particularly  to 
the  Cbrifiian  biihops  and  metropolitans,  of  whom  he  would 
have  exadied  lar^  fums  of  money.  Attending  the  Kbatif0t\ct 
to  NtJMs^  or  Nisihtn^  he  had  the  aiTurance  to  write  to  the 
metropolitan  of  that  city  to  fend  him  the  moft  valuable  part  of 
his  confecrated  vefiels,  or  church- plate ;  threatening  him  with 
his  refentmcnt,  in  cafe  of  refufal ;  and,  in  his  letter,  making 
nfe  of  the  following  remarkable  words :  *'  Are  you  ignorant 
^  of  my  tatereft  with  the  Kbalif?  Do  not  you  know  that  00 
**  me  his  health  intirely  depends,  fo  that  I  can  make  him 
^^  fick  or  well  as  I  pleafe  V*   This  letter  Cypriatiy  the  metro- 
pofitan  of  Nistbtn^  found  an  opportunity  of  reading  firft  to 
Al  RabU  Al  Manjir's  chamberlain,  and  afterwards  to  the 
JSfitf// himfelf.     Ai  Manj&Ty  after  he  had  received  this  intel- 
ligence, finding  how  he  was  abufed,  firft  deprived  IJa  of  all 

de  MoDophyf.  et  ubi  fup.  p.  1 1 3.  et  alib.  pafl*.  Naikon.  euQpl  par* 
i.p,4S, 
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the  valuable  prefents  he  had  made  him,  and  dsen,  after 

proper  caftigation,  difcharged  him  his  fervice.    The  fai 

year,  that  is,  the  I52d.year  of  the  Hijray  died  YexiiEi 

Hdtenij  who  had  been  made  by  JJ  Manjur  governor 

£gypt.     He  was  fucceeded  in  his  poft  by  Abiallah.Ehn  M 

£bn  Abfolrabman  Ebn  Mouwiyah  Ebn  Hadij  *  About  the 

fame  time,  likewife  died  Maan  Ebn  Xayada^  an  Arab  of  f» 

brave  and  generous  a  difpolition,  that,  amongft  his  country 

men,  it  pailed  into  a  proverb.     The  Khalif  firft  appoimol 

him  his*  lieutenant  of  Xan^an^  afterwariib  of  Jderbijany  vak 

laftly  of  ^orafan      Al  Ai(^nj4r  is  aWb  faid  by  DionyJwtTd* 

tnarenfts  to  have  ereded  a  ntw  fortrcfs,  called  by  th^t  author 

Jrjamofatay  upon  the  river  jirfani(ts^  either  this  or  the  pre-' 

eeding  year.     But  DionyfiuSy  ia  what  he  advances  here,  muik 

undoubtedly  be  mtiia^en.     For  this  town,  which  likewife; 

went  under  the  name  of  Armojata  and  Jrfamotty  h^  beat; 

takeii  notice  of  by  Pliny^  Ptolemy^  Tacitus,  and  pQiybius.  as  w 

as  by  a  coin  of  ^.  /lureUuSy  in  i\\tMedician  collection  at/i 

fencey  ftruck  feveral  hundred  yes^rs  before  tne  Khalifat  of  i 

*Yaafar  Al  Manjiiry  which  has  been  publifbed  by  (he  lea 

Lucas  Holjienius,  The  Arabs^  therefore,  did  not  found,  but 

build,  or  rather  repair,  the  place  at  prefent  under  confiderati 

However,  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  ixomDionyfiuSy  xhzxCeUm 

is  guilty  of  a  miftake,  when  he  places  ArmsfatOy  or  Arjamfi 

at  a  great  diftance  from  the  Arfanias.  The  J^balif*%  work 

foon  after  they  begun  their  operations,  were  ftruck  with 

^t  the  fight  of  a  body  of  the  imperial  troops  incamped  on 

other  fide  the  river,  and  immediately  abandoned  their  wor! 

which  gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  demolifhiog  v 

they  had  done.     However,  the  Arabs  foon  returned,  refo 

their  work,  and  finifhed  the  fortrefs  in  fuch  a  manner  as 

put  it  out  of  danger  of  any  future  infult.     Abiabrabnm  £k 

Moawiyah  ftill  maintained  himfelf,  notwithftanding  the  power 

of  Al  Man/nTy  and  the  fuccefs  tha(  had  attended  his  arms  io 

the  eaft,.  upon  the  Mojlem  throne  in  ^pain  "f. 

The  Chri-     In  the  1 53d  year  of  the  Hejra^  comxiktrxcingjamtary  J^TJ^ 

ilian  /#rr/-Qne  Banaia^  or  Ebn  Aka^  a  Mofie^  general,  according  to  tmt 

$priis  in-  fbane^^  undertook  aq  expedition  againft  the  Cbrifiians^  in  oida 

y  GascA^u^L  Fakaj,  ubi  fap.  p.  223,  224.  Abv  Jaafar 
AlTaear*  Al  Ma  1^1  n,  ubi  fap.  p.  103.  DiONYS.TELiiARiiii 
npud  Jof. Sim.  Alfeman.  ubi  fup.  p.  i| 3, 1 14.  i^t  et  ipfe Joi. Sim. 
AssEMAN.  ibjd.  Plin.  lib.  vi.  c. 9.  Proi.geogr.  Tacit,  lilk 
XV.  c.  10.  PoLYB,  apad  Chrid,  Cellar,  in  geogr.  antiq.  iib.iile, 
1 1,  p  390,  391.  Lipfix,  1706.  ut  et  ipfe  Christ.  CfLtAR.  ilud, 
Luc.  tiotST£N,  in  ^d^io^t.  ^4  Qrt^l*  l^op^  Tol^ta?.  abi  fuf^ 
ft  «»f 
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to  revenge  an  irruption  which  the  imperial  forces  had  made  Iti^^adnifym 
^Armtnia  the  preceding  year.  He  adv^giced  iirft  intoj^itn'tf.  Modem 
and  from  thence  inarched  to  a  fortrefs  called  Syce^  which  he  ^rmy^ctm^ 
firaitly  befieged.     Advice  of  this  bcirg  brought  to  the  em  ^'fM^^ 
peror,  be  fent  orders  to  Michael^  Manes^  and  Bardanes^  three  ^''^^" 
of  bis  commander S)  to  move  with  a  body  of  BuaUarfom^^^*^ 
^d  Arnunians^  and  other  troops  drawn  out  of  fome  of  the         « 
eaftrm  provinces,  againft  the    rabsy  and  force  them  to  raife 
the  fiege.     7'he  imperial  generals,  in  jpurfuance  of  the  orders 
they  had  received,  aflembled  their  forces,  and,  in  conjundioa 
with  a  fleet  fitted  out  by  the  citizens  of  CiHyra^  chat  had  en« 
tered  the  port  of  Syce^  immediately  advanced  to  the  relief  of  th« 
plare.   Banaka^  being  apprized  of  their  approach,  made  the  ne« 
ceflary  difpofittom  to  engage  them ;  which  at  laft  he  did,  and 
gave  them  a  total  overthrow,  putting  a  great  number  of  them 
to  the  fword.     'Tis  remarkable,  that  the  Arahs^  in  this  adion, 
made  the  firft  onfet  with  the  fame  outcries  and  bowlings  that 
the  Turks  do,  in  order  to  intimidate  the  enemy^  when  thejr 
begin  the  attack,  at  this  day.   After  this  defeat,  Banakoy  who 
had  made  himfelf  terrible  to  the  ChrijUans^  by  the  depreda- 
tions he  had  committed  in  the  imperial  territories,  and  the 
captives  he  had  carried  ofF  from  thence,  the  foregoing  year, 
ravaged  all  the  neighbouring  diftrid  in  a  dreadful  manner. 
However,  he  could  not  reduce  the  fortrefs  he  had  for  fo^mc 
time  h  ftraitly  befieged,  but  was  obliged  to  return  home^ 
without  having  made  any  confiderable  conquefi  ;  tho'  he  ac* 
quired  fome  valuable  fpoils,  and  took  feveral  prifoners,  in  thiy 
expedition.     About  the  fame   time,    /fl  AJanfUr  difmiiled 
Nithakhty  his  aftrologer,  who  was  a  Perfian^  and  extremely 
weH  verfed  in  every  branch  of  his  art,  on  account  of  his  ill 
ftate  of  health  ;  filling  the  poft  become  vacant  by  his  difmif- 
fion  with  his  (on  Khorjhadmah  Watimadab  Khostr  IViababa* 
fiady  whofe  name  the  Khaltfconycned  into  that  of  JSu  SabL 
In  the  151ft  year  of  the  iiejray  or  the  768th  of  Christ, 
DionyJiuSy  bi(bop  of  Harran^  departed  this  life,  and  was  fuc* 
ceeded  by  a  perfon  of  the  fame  name,  taken  out  of  the  mo* 
naftery  of  /uipeniny  or  ZMenin ;  as  did  likewife  Stephin^  bi« 
ihop  of  Chabura^  or  M  Khabur^  ZacbariaSy  bifliop  of  Edejfa^ 
and  J^nnes,  biihop  of  Tela^  the  following  year;*  the  two  laft 
of  whom  were  fucceeded  by  Elias^  a  cruel  and  flagitious  per- 
fen  belonging  to  the  monaftery  of  Cartamina^  or  K(trtamin^ 
and  one  Sabinus.  At  this  time,  David^  the  patriarch,  Setguna^ 
bilhop  ofMardiy  Abai^  bifliop  oijlmida^  or  Jmd^  Canftantim^ 
bifhop  of  Sa^ofatt^y  or  Soputjit^  and  Paul^  bifliop  of  Tfigrit^ 
or  Tacrli^  were  in  great  repqte,     A  comet  was  feen  in  the 
month  of  Jkiayf  between  the  eaftern  and  northern  parts  of 

t))9  h^mifpherc}  wi  fooi)  aft^r  it  rained  bUck  ftoQeS|  Ibme 
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of  whidi  #ere  preferved  to  the  time  that  Dtmjpm  TAntrmfit 
wrote  the  aniub  here  lefeired  to.    Zeid^  one  of  the  JutUt/t 
gienerals,  is  likewiTe  faid  by  that  author  to  have  exaficd  a  ca* 
pitation-tax  of  the  Scythians j  or  Tartars^  the  fame  year*. 
fhrtran/-      Xhe  next  year,  betiig  die  154th  year  of  the  H^ti,  die 
mBi^m  $/  KJjfali/knt  one  of  his  commanders,  piUed  MualabituSy  or  A 
ihiytar    MtbaUebij  by  Theopbanis^  with  a  numeroua  army  into  y/^/tf ; 
'Si-         but  what  he  did  there  this  campaign,  we  are  not  told  qrdiat 
author,  jtl  Fadl^  furnamed  Barmary  anodier  of  that  prince's 
generals,  made  an  incuriion  into  the  Ciir^/^m  territories,  suki 
carried  off  with  him  from  thence  about  500  prifoners.    The 
people  of  Mvpjueftia^  or  Al  Aiasifa^  in  CHiciay  receiviRg  in- 
telligence of  this,  detached  a  body  of  troops,  levied  amongft 
tfacmfelves,  in  order  to  cut  off  his  retreat  i  but  JI  Fadl  de- 
feated this  detachment,  and  put  the  Mvpjtuftiam  to  ffigfa^ 
with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men.    The  KbaltfvftnX.  this  ynr 
to  JerufaUm^  where  he  kept  the  great  fall  cfRamadoHi  and 
obliged  many  Chrtftians  to  retire  from  thence  into  the  dooii* 
nions  of  the  Gre4k  emperor.     Either  this  or  the  piecedint 
year,  Mtifa  Ebn  Mofaabj  the  Khalifs  governor  of  Mopl^ 
faifed  a  violent  perfecution  againft  the  Chrtftians  of  the  Jea* 
Hie  perfualion  there ;  which,  by  means  of  his  deputies,  or  in- 
ferior officers,  whom  he  had  appointed  to  prefide  over  fevenl 
confiderable  cities  ofMi/opctamia^  he  extended  to  other  pim 
of  that  province.     One  of  thefe  was  /tsiam  Ebn  TezH  ^ 
lieutenant  o^Amid^  Arxan^  Al  Rihn^  and  Mayafarktn^  who,  la 
cruelty  and  barbarity,  feems  to  have  furpafled  all  the  reft.  One 
Zparas^  or  Zeara^  a  monk  belonging  to  the  convent  of  &. 
Matthew  at  Mofuiy  having  conceived  an  invincible  averfiontOi 
and  borne  an  implacable  hatred  againft,  his  brethren  theie,  a^ 
cufed  them  to  Jaafar^  Al  Manfitr*s  fon,  of  having  cooceaM 
the  treafures  of  Kejham,  Merwdn^  and  other  Khalifs^  befidetaa 
irnmenfe  quantity  of  gold  and  filver  of  their  own.    Upea 
which,  that  prince  fcnt  a  detachment  to  plunder  the  convent, 
and  ftrip  the  religious  th^re  of  every  thing  valuable  belongiif 
to  them ;  whicb  being  done,  he  iilued  an  edid  to  oblige  the 
Chrijiiam  to  tranfinlt  him  ail  exad  account  of  all  the  rich  fiir- 
niture  contained  in  the  churches  and  monafteries  of  MeJvfHi' 
mia,    But  yaafar  dying  foon  after,  that  edid  was  revoked,  and 
tne  valuable  cfiefis  taken  out  of  the  convent  of  St,  Maiibtw 
reftored.  At  this  time,  a  body  of  500  (laves,  being  chiefly  Sw- 
Mans  and  KhazarSy  or  Khazarites^  attempted  to  feize  upon  the 
imperial  treafury  in  Harran ;  but  being  repidfed  by  M  M^h 
the  governor,  they  were  foon  difperfed,  and  feveral  of  them 

*  Theophaw.  ubifup.  p.  37J.  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubifopt 
p  224,  225.  DiONYS.  Telmarens.  apud  Jcf.  Hm.  Afleman.  ohi 

h^.  p.  114.  ut  etipfe  Jes.SiM.  Asscuam.  ibid. 
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cMecuted  forbeii^coiicerfiDdin  ib  viliainoiis  an  attempt    Jl 

Manfinr  faiit  officers  liktwife^  this  year,  to  ooUed  the  capita* 

tion  enfied  of  the  Chrijtimu  icttled  in  Armtma^  Syria^  and 

Mif(fp0Mttaf  with  the  utmoft  rigour  and  fevertty ;  and  to  \m* 

•  prefc  the  fnark  of  flavery  upon  the  foreheads,  necks,  arms^ 

Ivealbaiid  ihoiiiderB,of  that  unfbitunate  people ;  which  drofc 

mMBj  of  them  into  the  imperial  territories.    Hence  probably 

irofe  the  cuftom  of  having  certain  marks  and  charaders 

pftimcd  on  the  arms  and  other  parts  of  thofe  who  v^ted  %* 

n^AV,  which  in  fome  meafiure  prevails  at  dns  very  d^y^ 

Tim  Kialif  adib  ordered  the  walls  and  fortifications  of  Cal^ 

Uatm  to  he  repaired.    The  fame  year,  a  nocorious  vilfain, 

bom  in  a  village  called  Rama^  in  the  nei^bourhood  of  Ta* 

crtt^  after  he  had  afied  the  monk  for  feveral  yean  in  the 

convent  of  St.  Matthew  at  Mefidy  put  oiFthe  monaftic  habits 

and  declared  himfelf  a  convert  to  MAammeSfm.    This  main 

however,  afterwards  returned  to  the  Cbriftian  fiiith,  afiumed 

the  name  and  charaAer  of  a  prophet  in  the  territory  of  DartL^ 

ivhere  he  pretended  lo  foreteli  future  events,  and  to  direaten 

deftnidion  to  the  Chri/lumi  of  Mefipotamia^  unlefs  hey  fprfr- 

dily  repented  of  their  fins  i  and  had  the  impudence  to  pJace 

himfelf  in  the  cpifcopal  chair  belonging  to  the  cathednd 

cherdi  of  Dora.     Here  likewife,  though  he  was  only  a 

deacon,  he  took  upon  him  to  communicate  to  prcibyters  the 

bcAedtdioa,  co  confecrate  oil  mixed  with  fpittle,  and  to  diflri-' 

bute  potions  of  this  amongft  the  populace,  as  a  remedy  that 

would  efiedaaUy  cure  all  diibrders  $  by  which  he  amalled  vaft 

fums  of  money.    Ttie  news  of  which  proceedings  being 

brought  to  Cyriacus^  the  bifliop,  he  had  the  impoftor  carried 

iiftmediatdy  before  David  the  patriarch,  who  ordered  hihi  to 

be  conduAed  to  Hmrin^  and  thrown  into  prifen  there.    We 

moft  not  fof*get  to  obferve,  that,  about  this  very  year,  flourifhed 

Tliopbilus  Edeffenus^  by  nation  a  Maronitej  and  by  profeffion 

an  aftronomer.     He  wrote  a  hiftory,  in  which  he  msdces  5 197 

years  to  have  elapfed  between  the  creation  of  the  world  and 

Ae  commencement  of  the  aera  of  Seleucus.    He  alfo  tranC* 

lated  the  Iliad  of  Homer  into  the  Syriac  language.    But,  for 

a  farthet  account  of  this  learned  author  and  his  works,  we 

muft  beg  leave  to  refer  our  readers  to  fome  of  the  writers  cited 

here  \  who,  on  that  head,  we  doubt  not,  will  give  them  full 

and  ample  fatisfa^lion  *• 

*  Theophah.  ubi  fap.  p  376.  Joa.  Sim.  Assbman.  diiTertat, 
de  Monophyfit.  Diomys.  Telmarbms.  spud  Afieman.  nbi  fup, 
p.  114,  lie.  at  et  ipfe  Assbman.  ibid.  GftaoOR.  Bar-Hbbrjevs^ 
apod  J  of.  Sim.  Aficman.  in  Biblioth.  orieot.  Clementino- Vatican, 
torn.  ii.  p.  3ii»3i3 — 3)5.  Roai9s^  I7fi-  Gboro.Jac.  Kimr, 
ubi  fup.  p.  32, 
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Tbi  Arabt     The  following  year,  being  the  155th  year  of  Che  Hejni^ 
/eixe  upon  Ab^aUah^Ebn  M  Ebn  Abfahrahman  Ebn  Moawiyab  Ehn  Ha-- 
>*^  '<-     dij  died  in  Egypt j  over  which  country  he  had  bfeen  appointed 
firias  of  to  picfide  by  Al  Manfir  j  who  fcnt  M4fa  Ebn  Alt  Ebn  KJyib 
^^Jm^c    ^^  ^^^f^i  thither  to  fucceed  him.     M^/a  continued  in  that 
•*'    .  *^'poft,  which  he  filled  with  credit  and  repuution,  till  the  death 
potamia.   ^^  ^^^  KhaUf.    There  was  a  great  drought  this  year,  accord- 
ing to  Dionyjius  Telmarenjis^  in  Mefopotanda,  Th.^  Arabs  oiM 
1%alabiya  and  Maad^  with  their  flocks,  camels,  and  other  beafts 
of  burden,  made  an  irruption  into  ^JJyria  and  MefvpBtawuAi 
pofleiling  themfelves  of  the  diftriAs  of  MufaU  Bitb^G^mUy  or 
Bt^arnuiy  Heza^  MargOy  Canifapory  Rtfin^  Kai,  or  Cocha^  and 
Sakkhy  or  Salaeha.  With  regard  to  Beth  Garme^  or  Bajarma^ 
we  muft  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  it  was  a  trad  of  A0na^ 
containing  the  cities  of  Dakuka^  Shabar-Kadidy  Buazicba^ 
and  others  that  we  find  enumerated  by  EHas  Damafcenusy  the 
Uijiorian  bifliop,  and  called  Germa  by  Agathias  Scbciafliaa. 
It  was  a  bifliop's  fee,  and  had  one  ConjianttHe  fur  its  bUhop  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  969.     Marga  was  a  town,  or  pretty 
large  village,  in  the  territory  of  Mojul.    Bar  Haibijhabay  one 
of  the  bifhops  of  Marga^  has  been  mentioricd  oy  fome  of  ti« 
eaftern  writers.     Koky  oxCochoy  may  poffibly  have  been  the  ' 
fame  city  with  the  Coche  of  Arrtany  Ammianus  MarceUinmSj 
and  EutropiuSy  fea>ed  upon  the  Tigriiy  at  a  fmall  diftance  from" 
CtifiphQn  and  Seliuciay  ereSed  on  the  oppofite  bank  o(  that  \ 
river ;  though    'Jfemanm  feems  to  be  of  a  different  c^tntoo.  | 
Salakhy  or  Salachay  was  a  town  of  Tur-Abdiriy  that  ftood  like- 
.  wife  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  Tigris^  and  a  bifhop's  (ice, 
as  n^ay  be  inferred  from  Gregory  Bar^Hebraus.     The  con-  : 
vent  of  £/•  'James  here  was  the  feat)  or  refidence,  of  the  pa« 
triarcbs  of  Tur-Abdiriy  from  the  year  of  Christ  1364  to  the 
year  1494.     The  other  places  taken  by  the  Arabs  this  year 
have  not  been  fo  particularly  defcribed  by  the  oriental  geo- 
graphers and  hiflorians  ^, 

^  Abu  Jaapar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makik,  tibi  fup.     Dionti. 
Teluarbns.  apud  Jof,  Sim.  AiTeman.  ubi  fap.  p.  115.  ot  ct  ipfe  ; 
Jos.  Sim.  AssBMAN.  ibid.  Renaud.  torn.  ii.   Liturg.  orient,  p,  \ 
^71.  Met^phrast.  apad  Lipom.  torn.  ii.  in  vita  8.  Bademi,  ' 
Agathias,  lib.  iv.  p.  136.  Elias  DAi^AscEN.apud  Jof.  Sin.  Af- 
feman.  Biblioth.  orient.  Clcmentino-Vatican.  torn.  ii.  p.  459,  344, 
'115,382,  &c;  Amr.  in  vit.  Abrahae  Neftoranior.  patriarch.  At- 

.  Ki  AN.  in  Parthic.  apad  Steph.  Byzant.  Nazianz.  orat.  iv.  p.  1 15. 

.  Ammian.  Marcellin.  lib.  xxiv.  c.  18,  21.  Eutrop.  lib.  ix.  c. 
I  a.  Nairoh.  in  Evopl.  p.  45.  Vide  etiam  Christopr.  Cellar. 
geograph.  antiq.  torn.  ii.  p.  752,  753,  ft  alib.  &  Jos,  Sim.  Asse- 

.  |4AN,deftlonopbyiit«  p^C 
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In  the  I56ch  year  of  the  Hejra^  Paul^  bifhop  of  Tagrit,  orn#£ha- 
Tacrky  Zacb^eus^  bifliop  of  CharmOy  and  J^nas^  bifliop  of  Ni-  lifntmrms 
ttrdtty  departed  this  life.     The  fame  year  the  KbaUfAl  Manfitrfrom  Jeru- 
returned  from  JerufaUm  to  Baghdad^  and  conftituted  Mufa  Ebn  ^*^ein  /• 
Afpfaaty  in  the  room  of  Al  Abbas ^  his  governor  of  Mefepotamia.  Baghdad, 
He  alfo  ordered  the  inhabitants  diAkula  to  repair  the  walls  and 
fortifications  of  their  city  at  their  own  expence.     Having  by 
treachery  cut  off  PatriduSy  the  lieutenant  of  the  Gnater  Ar^^ 
mtmtty  he  feized  upon  all  his  immenfe  treafures,  and  put  them 
into  his  own  coffers.     At  fuch  a  pitch  of  impiety  did  the 
Arabiy  or  MpJUmsy  arrive,  that  they  opened  a  great  number 
of  fepulchres  in  Mef§potamiay  in  order  to  difcover  gold  and 
filver  there.     About  the  fame  time,  according  to  The^pbanes^ 
St8o  heads  were  brought  from  Africa  into  SyrtOy  and  expofed 
to  public  view,  by  way  of  triumphal  parade,  in  feveral  places. 
The  fchifm  amongft  the  Chrijiians  of  the  Jacdbitf  perfuafion 
in  Mefopetamiay  fome  of  Whom  adhered  to  Vavidy  as  their  pa- 
triarch, and  others  to  Georggy  who  had  been  imprifoned  hj 
the  Kbalif  at  Baghdady  ftill  continued  «. 

The  next  year,  being  the  157th  of  the  Htjray  a  grievous i/ySrWay 
famine  made  terrible  havock  in  every  part  of  MifopotamM  \and f^agm 
inforouch  that  the  Chriflians  were  obliged  to  live  upon  fle(h  in^'«  Mefo* 
Lent*    This  was  followed  by  a  plague,  which  fwept  awayP®^*"**** 
the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  province.     Mufii^ 
Ehn  M^faaby  the  Khalifa  governor,  treated  the  Chrijitan$ 
of  all  denominations,  not  excepting  the  religious  of  every 
kind,  with  the  utmoft  rigour  and  fevcrity,  this  year ;  thix>wing 
into  prifon  all  who  could  not  pay  the  enormous  tribute  he  de- 
manded of  them.     Such  treatment  as  this  they  had  likewife 
met  with  from  the  prefent  Khali f  or  at  leaft  the  perfon  he  ap- 
pointed to  prefide  over  them,  in  the  beginning  of  hrs  reign  '. 

Th£  following  year,  being  the  158th  of  the  Hejroy  com- Al  Man- 
mencing  November  nth,  774,  AlManfAr  fet  out  from  Baghfur^j  dtmti 
dady  in  order  to  perform  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.     But  Yitandcha' 
was  taken  ill  upon  the  road,  and  found  himfelf  fo  bad  at  ther«Ar« 
caftle  of  Abdawayoy  where  he  lodged  one  night,  that  he  fent 
for  his  fon  At  MehcUy  who  attended  him  in  this  pilgrimage,  in 
order  to  take  his  final  leave  of  him.     As  foon  as  Al  Mohdi* 
came  into  his  apartment,  perceiving  his  end  to  approach,  he 
gave  him  fome  falutary  advice  in  relation  to  his  future  con- 
dud,  when  fettled  upon  the  Moflem  throne,  and  laid  his  laft 
commands  upon  him^    which,  according  to  Abvfl  Faraj^ 

^  OioMTs.  TiLMARENs.  apod  Jof.  Sim.  Affeman.  nbi  fap. 
{,115.  ttt  et  ipfe  Jo&.  Sim.  Assbman.  ibid.  Theopham.  chrono- 

gniph«   p.  377.  ^   DiOHYS.  TCLMARENI.   Ct  JoS.SlM,^ 

Au€MAN«  obi  fup.  p.  1 15, 1 16.  TksoPHAN.  ubi  fup,  p.  361. 
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were  dklhrei^d  ia  the  fcflowing  terms  :^<  I  -comtiiiid  you,* 
laid  be,  <*  to  treat  piihlicly  your  relations  with  the  greifeet 
^  marks  of  difiindioii,  fuioe  this  will  jeflefi  bo  fmall  itffm 
<^  of  honour  and  glory  upon  yourielf:  but  this,"  added  bei 
^<  I  bdieve  you  will  not  do.  Iiicreafe  the  nvmber  of  your 
^<  freed- men,  and  treat  them  all  with  kindnels,  as  they  iiill 
^  be  of  ^eat  fervice  to  you  in  time  of  advcrlity ;  but  thii^'' 
continued  he,  «'  I  am  apt  to  think  you  will  not  dow  Uaigf 
*'  not  that  part  of  your  capital  eceded  on^the  eaftera  baak  tl 
*'  the  Tigris^  iis  you  will  nef  er  be  able  to  finifli  it :  but  thii|* 
laid  he,  ^^  I  know  you  will  attempt.  Never  permit  any  of 
*^  your  women  to  intermeddle  in  affiurs  of  fiate,  nor  to  ban 
^<  too  much  influence  over  your  councils :  but  this,"  fubjoiDal 
he,  ^'  I  know  you  will  not  fail  to  do.  Th^e  are  my  iat 
*^  commands,  or,  if  ^ou  pleafe,  my  dying  advice;  and  ts 
<<  God  I  now  rocoounend  you/'  Then  be  took  his  Inveof 
him,  and  they  were  both  drowned  in  tears.  From  AU§^ 
^9aya  he  went  to  C&fa^  and  then  continued  his  journey,  iaii 
he  grew  worfe  and  worfe  every  ftation,  till  he  arrived  at& 
Maimiinj  that  is,  the  weU^  or  fiuutawy  of  MaimOn,  wbcn 
he  expired,  on  the  6th  of  DhuUbajja^  very  early  in  theflDon^ 
ing ;  iind  was  carried  from  thence  to  Mscca^  vrhere,  after  is 
hundred  graves  had  been  dug,  that  his  fepukhie  might  k 
concealed,  he  was  interred.  He  lived  iixty-thfcc,  and  reigoei 
twenty-two  lunar  years,  according  to  Jbu  Ji^tfrr  Jl  Tahm^ 
Eutyckius^  or  Sa'id  Ebn  Batriky  and  AbuHFaraj.  Ebn  B4trit 
makes  htm  to  have  been  lixty-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
liis  deat)i.  With  regard  to  his  perfon,  he  had  a  thin  long  beud, 
wasull,  leant  and  of  a  fwarthy  complexion.  Heisalfofsi^ 
to  have  tinged  himfclf  with  fomethingthat  gave  him  adsrUfli 
hue,  and  to  have  changed  the  colour  of  his  grey  hairs  eveij 
month  with  two  thoufand  drachms  of  mulk.  As  to  his  difpo* 
fition,  he  was  of  a  moft  fweet  temper  in  private,  and  oooU 
*  bear  even  with  the  impertinences  of  bo]rs ;  but  when  be  ap- 
peared in  public,  arrayed  in  his  royal  robes,  even  all  the  fenitf 
part  of  his  fubjeds  ftood  in  awe  oiF  him.  He  was  a  prince  of 
vaft  prudence,  integrity,  and  difcretion,  and  of  a  very  wia- 
.  4itng  and  amiable  converfation.  He  was  alio  magnanimooi 
and  brave,  and  extremely  well  verfed  (having  improved  bii 
natural  genius  hy  long  experience)  in  all  the  arts  of  spvenh 
ment.  But  thefe  good  qualities  were  not  a  little  fidlied  bf 
fpme  of  a  contrary  nature.  For,  h^;  was  covetous  to  fucb  i 
degree,  that  feveral  very  ridiculous  ftories  have  been  told  of 
htm.  He  was  likewife,  on  fome  occafions^  trucukot  sod 
cruel,  of  a  fierce  afped,  leaded  fome  of  his  fubjeds  witk 
irons  on  bare  fufpicion,  and  butchered  others  of  them  vtt 
greedinels  and  pleafure.  He  left  belund  him»  in  his  ueahtft 
4  600,000,000 
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6oo,QOO>ooo  £rhimsy  and  24,060,000  dinars.  We  are  toM 
hf  Jhi  Jodffur  j/ITahirij  that  he  paid  his  cook,  by  aifigniitg 
him  the  heads  and  legs  of  the  animals  dreiled  in  his  kitchen 
for  bis  own  ufe ;  and  that  he  obliged  this  fenrant  to  procure 
all  the  fiiel  and  veflels  he  had  occauonfor  at  his  own  expence. 
The  following  Aory  of  him  is  too  remarkable  to  be  paiied 
over  in  filence  here.    Whilft  he  remained  in  a  private  ftation, 
and  before  be  was -elevated  to  the  ibvereign  digilkity  of  Khalifa 
ht  ranked  amongft  his  moft  familiar  friends  one  AThar  Bd^ 
isUj  a  man  of  great  merit,  and  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft 
audicntic  dodors  in  all  points  relating  to  traditions.    This 
perfon  obferving  that  Mu  yaafar^  when  fettl^  upon  the 
throne,  did  not  vouchfafe  to  enter  into  any  particular  conver- 
fttton  with  him,  as  formerly,  he  refolved  to  preient  himfelf 
before  him  at  one  of  his  puUic  audiences ;  which  he  accord- 
ingly did.    As  foon  as  the  iiiK^^perceived  him,  he  demanded 
cf  him  what  be  wanted  there,    ytzbar  anfwered,  that  he  was 
come  to  congratulate  him,  and  to  rejoice  with  him,  upon  his 
elevation  to  die  Khalifat.    Abu  Jaafar  immediately  ordered 
faim  a  purfe  with  a  tboufand  dinars  in  it,  and  then  difmifled 
him  with  tbe  following  words :   <<  Don't  give  youtfelf  the 
^  trouble  to  come  here  any  more/'  Notwithftanding  which, 
the  following  year,  Azbar  prefented  himfelf  again  before  him. 
Tlie  lOfoMf  looked  upon  him  with  a  very  four  countenance, 
and  aflced  him  what  brought  him  thither  i  Jxhar  replied,  <'  I 
^  was  informed  that  your  majefly  was  greatly  indifpofed,  and 
^  caune  hither,  as  one  of  your  moft  fatthfol  flaves,  to  inqdfc 
<*  after  vour  majefty's  health."    Upon  which,  Abu  Jaafar 
ordered  him  another  purfe  with  the  fame  fum  in  it;  and  iaid 
to  him  roughlv  at  parting,  <<  Don't  come  to  teize  me  here 
<*  any  more  tor  the  fiicare.'*    But  this  did  not  binder  Azhar 
foom  appearing  before  him  again,  the  following  year.    The 
MimUfy  as  foon  as  he  fiiw  him,  iaid  to  him,  in  great  wrath, 
««  Will  yoa  never  oeafe  to  importune  me  V*    Auhkt  anfwer- 
ed, ^  Fonneiiy  I  neivr  received  any  thing  but  civilities  firom 
^  y^vx  majefty ;  I  come  therefore  now  to  learn  what  has  oc* 
«*  cafioned  fuch  an  alteration  01  yovr  conduct/'    To  which 
die  JCAa^anfwcfed,  *^  As  the  civilizes  you  mention  hflid  no  . 
f^  manner  of  foundation,  fo  they  left  behind  them  not  the 
**  leaft  impreAon  in  my  mind ;  becaufe,  by  not  feeing  you 
«<  at  I  afed  to  do,  I  have  contraAed  a  habit^f  not  feeing  you 
^  at  aQ/'    In  line,  dtMan^r  difmified  him,  without  giving 
hino  any  thing.    This  ftory  has  been  handed  down  to  us  by 
HvfHy  «^  telb  us,  that  the  Khali f  by  the  patience  and  li- 
berality exhibited  on  this  occafion,  deviated  from  the  general 
tcowiWe  and  tenor  of  his  condad^;  as  he^was,  for  the  moft  part^ 
both  very  foniid  and  avartcious,  and  of  a  hafty  and  paffionate 

temper. 
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temper.     He  onjered  a  tax  to  be  levied  upon  the  people  of 
Cufa  of  a  dawanek^  or  obole^  a  fmall  incoiifiderable  hrafs  coin, 
a  heady  to  defray  the  expence  of  digging  a  ditch,  or  intrendir 
meat,  round  the  town,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  place ;  for  whidi 
reafon,  he  was  furnamed,  by  way  of  contempt,  /^bu  Dawaruij 
the  father  of  the  dawanek,  or  obole,  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
city  *. 
Ztme  other     Some  of  the  eaftern  writers  relate,  that  a  dyfentery,  o^ 
fmrtitu'     bloody-flux,  put  a  period  to  this  Khaltfs  days,  and  that  he 
Imrs  nlmt*  died  at  Mecca  \  though  the  latter  notion,  however  po&dvdy 
i^  40  him*  ailerted»    was  undoubtedly  a  miftake.     Khondemir  report^ 
that,  a  feW|  days  before  he  was  attacked  by  the  malaby  that 
carried  him  oiF,  he  found  four  Arabic  verfes  infcribcd  up- 
on a  wall,  which  gave  him  great  uneaflnefs ;  the  purport  o^ 
which  was  to  the  following  efFedt :  <^  O  Abu  Jaafar^  the  dooe 
*^  of  your  death  is  come !    Your  days  are  determined,  and 
*^  God's  irrevocable  decree  is  arrived.    Confult  as  many  a»- 
*^  gurs,  foothfayers,  diviners,  and  afirologers,  as  you  plcafe; 
^<  your  time  is  foon  to  expire,  and  the  thread  of  your  life  to 
•  •*  be  cut  by  the  diftemper  that  is  to  prove  fatal  to  you."  Thcfc 
Terfes  mentioned  aftrologers,  becaufe  the  Kbalif  who  was 
bimfelf  well  verfed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  ftars,  had  always 
Ibme  philofophers  and  mathematicians  about  him.  According 
to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari^  Al  Manfir  difcovered,  written  up- 
on the  wall  of  a  caravanfera,  or  inn,  four  other  verfes  is 
Perjicy  the  fenfex>f  which  was  as  follows  :  *^  The  kingdoms 
t^  and  riches  of  this  world  are  not  given,  but  only  lent  as, 
^*  Let  no  one,  therefore,  ^ink  himfelf  fure  of  them,  or  value 
^  himfelf  too  highly  upon  account  of  them.   Whoever  fixes 
^  his  heart  upon  them,  and  places  his  chief  confiilence  ia 
**  them»  will  be  covered  with  (hame,  when  he  is  obliged  t» 
^  return  them  to  him  from  whom  he  received  them/'  Some 
authors  inform  us,  that  this  £ki/^8  governors  ci  Egypi  t»r  i 
"^  aded  fuch  enormous  fums  of  money,  by  way  of  tribute,  ef  I 

the  people  of  that  coimtry,  not  fparing  even  the  pooreft  arti- 
ficers arid  meaneft  mechanics,  that  they  were  reduced  to  the 
extremeft  poverty,  and  forced  to  feed  upon  dogs  and  dead  bo- 
dies. Al  Manftr  and  Conjiantihe  CopronymuSf  the  Greet  eat*  , 
peror,  are  both  faid  to  have  died  within  the  courfe  of  the  frme 
year.  The  former  underftood  the  Mohammedan  law  better  dm 
moft  of  his  age,  having  been  inftru£led  therein  by  ionse  of 
thf  moft  celebrated  Mojkm  dodors^  whom  he  greatly  ho- 1 

^  Gbeo,  AauVFAaAi,  uhi  fap.  p.  i\f^  lao.   Abv  JaafAs 
^  <Al  Tabar.  At*  MAXiNyubi  fup.  p.  104.  Eutych.  ubi  fup.pu|4ac« 
401.  £bn  Shohnah,  Yafbii  Dion.  Tblmarbns.  apud  Jo?.  Sib. 
'  i^ffhnan.  ubi  fup:  p«  116.  ut  et  ipfe  Jos.  Sill.  Assbmaa*  ibid. 
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noureds  and  did  not  think  it  beneath  btra  to  be  looked  utk>h  ils 

their  ibholar,  even  after  his  elevation  to  the  Khalifat.    Not- 

withftanding  the  averfion  that  reigned  between  thehoufes  o^ 

Al  Abbas  and  Onuniyah^  Al  MaHJur  frankly  owned  that  the 

Kbatifs  of  the Tonner  family  had  three  advantages  over  him  ^ 

firft,  in  finding  fuch  a  general,  ahd  governor  of  a  province^ 

is  AlHnaj  \  tecondly,  m  being  ferved  by  fuch  a  fecretary  a& 

Ahfal  Hami\  and,  thirdly,  in  meeting  with  fuch  a  Muedh- 

4hin^  or  crhr^  as  Al  Baalbeku     Tliis  Khalif*%  counfcllors  werd 

Abu  Aiiya  Al  BabeUf  Ayub  AtMarzabani^  whom  he  put  to 

death  for  aflumingto'hunlelf  too  much  power^  and  his  fervant 

Rabi.     The  captains  of  his  guards  were  Abdal  J  labor  Ebn 

Abiatrabmin  AlA%di^  Ebn  Caab  Ebn  M^fa  M  Taminl^  and  Al  ^ 

Mffjaiyeb  Al  Zabiri ;  his  judges  AbtTallab  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn 

Safwdn^  Sbarik  Ebn  Abd'auah^  Al  Hafan  Ebn  Amdra^  and  Al 

liijdj  Ebn  Artah  i  his  chamberlains  Kabi^  Ifoy  Al  Hasib^  his 

ih-vants,  AbuUKhatib  Marzii^ and  Al Rabiy  his  freedmen.  His 

brother's  ion,  Ibrahim  Ebn  Tahya  Ebn  Mohammid^  faid  the  ufual 

prayers  at  the  time  of  his  interment.   The  iiril  day  of  his  reign 

was  Monday^  and  the  laft  Saturday.  The  moft  illuftrious  aSions 

of  this  prince,  according  to  fome  of  the  oriental  hiftorians,  were 

the  conquefts  of  Armenioy  Gilicia^  and  Cappadocia  \  to  which 

others  add  the  eredion  of  the  famous  city  of  Baghdad.     We 

arc  told  bv  Ebn  Shohnahy  that,  when  he  took  his  final  leave  of 

his  fon  Al  Mobdiy  he  made  ufe  of  the  following  terms:  ^^  t 

**  was  born,"  my  fon,  **  in  the  month  of  DhuWhajjary  I 

<*  was  proclaimed  Khalif  in  the  fame  month ;  and  I  am 

*^  ilrongly  inclined  to  believe  that  I  (hall  die  in  it}  for  which 

«*  reafon,  I  am  now  endeavouring  to  pcrfofm  my  laft  piN 

^*  grimage,  in  order  to  be  rendered  a  proper  obje^  of  the  di-* 

•*  vine  mercy/'     - 

SECT*    XXIIL 

WHEK  Ahu  Jdafrt  Al  Nffinjir  expired  at  If//-  MainAn^  AlKldhdi 
he  had  only  bis  domeAics,  and  Bjabi^  hie  ixttA-mzxiymounti  tbi 
with  hiiii.    The  latter  of  thefe,  fot  fome  time,  kept  his  death  thirwty 
concealed,  and  pretended  to  have  a  conference  with  hitoi^^^rto 
in  wbicfaf  as  he  gave  out,  the  Kbalif  commanded  him  to/^b& 
CKa&  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Al  M$ndi^  his  fon^  as  his  iin- ^^^  J^*' 
Alcdtate  fuGceftbr,  and  to  t/a  EbHMUfa^  his  coiilin-germani^^  ^ 

'  Gate.  AbuVPara},  ubi  fap.  p.  %to.  KhonpsKir,  Ni« 
OfARisr.  ABtt  Jaapar  Al  Ta#ar.  Ai.  MaHin,  ubi  iufp.  p. 
104,  10$.  EuTYCii.  obifup.  Thboi^iIaK.  ubi  fop.  p.  ift,  Dixi- 
HY-s.  TtLMARias.  apad  )of.  Sim.  AiTefflan.  a^i  fup.  p.  it6.  ut 
ct  ipfe  Jot.  Sim.  Assbman.  ibid.  Etfif  S^hiia1i«  I>*ijaa9Bi.i 
BiUioth.  orient,  art.  idanfir^y  p.  5{2|  5c a. 
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as  the  next  apparent  heir  of  the  crown,  of  all  then  prefent : 
which  having  done,  he  difmifled  them,  and,  (bon  after  te 
conclufion  of  that  ceremony,  communicated  to  th^m  the 
news  of  Al  Manftir^s  death.  He  alfo  difpatched  a  courier 
to  Jl  Mohdi^  with  advice  of  that  event,  and  of  the  iirft  flep 
that  had  been  talcen  at  Bir  Maimun  in  his  favour.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  the  courier  at  Baghdad^  then  the  refidence  of  dui 

Erince,  he  was  unanimoufly  proclaimed  Kbaltf  by  the  inba- 
itants  of  that  city.  This  courier  was  Monara^^  one  of  the 
late  Khalifa  fervants.  Some  of  the  eaftern  writers  infonn 
us,  that  (Jmm  Mufa^  Mohammed  Al  MohdV%  mother,  was  the 
daughter  of  Al  Manfur  Ebn  Abd'allah  Ebn  Sahar  Al  Horn* 
yari^  or  of  the  tribe  of  Hamyar,  Ifa  Ebn  Mufa^  as  foon 
as  the  news  of  Al  Aianf&r\  death  was  imparted  to  him,  be- 
gan to  entertain  thoughts  of  fetting  up  for  himfelf  at  C«/ff, 
where  he  then  refided  ;  and,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  execu- 
tion of  his  fcheme,  fortified  himfelf  in  that  city.  But  A 
Mohdt^  having  been  apprised  of  his  intended  defeSion,  fent 
Abu  Horeira^  with  a  detachment  of  1 000  horTe,  to  bring  him 
to  Baghdad  \  which  being  done,  Al  Mohdl  not  only  prevailed 
upon  him  to  recognize  his  authority,  but  likewife  perfuaded 
him  to  relinquiOi  his  right  to  the  fucceffion,  in  favoer  of  Va 
{on  Mttfa  Al  tiddly  for  the  fum  of  1 0,000,  or,  according  to  fane 
'  of  the  MS.  copies  of  Abu*l'Faraj^  10,000,000,  dinars,  Sood 
after  the  new  Khallfs  acceffion,  one  Tufif  Ebn  Ibrabim  A 
Ya%dmy  declaring  againfl  Al  Mohdiy  aflemhled  in  Khorafin  a 
body  of  troops,  in  order  to  difpute  the  Khalifat  with  him.  This 
impoftor,  pretending  to  z8t  the  prophet,  feduced  a  great  num- 
ber of  AlMehM's  fubje6b  at  Bufa,  or  Be/Of  probably  the />^ 
of  Abulfeda^  an  antient  city  of  rerfta^  about  ten  parafangs  al- 
moft  eall  of  EJiakr^  or  IJiakljra^yfYnxt  he  firft  fct  up  fa  is  ftandard. 
The  Khalifa  therefore,  fent  an  army  againft  him,  which  intirdy 
defeated  him,  difperfed  all  his  followers,  and  brought  him 
bound  to  Al  Mohdi ;  by  whofe  order  he  was  publickly  cruci- 
fied at  Baghdad.  According  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabarl,  this 
Yufef  Ebn  Ibrahim  Al  Tazam  was  governor  of  JSTi^r^j/Sr;  tho\ 
if  we  will  believe  ABuU-Faraj^  he  firft  fet  up  for  a  prophet  at 
Bufa^  and  was  overthrown  by  Tezid  Ebn  Tezid^  one  of  S 
Mohdi* s  moft  experienced  generals.  We  muft  not  forget  ta 
obferve,  that  Al  AAanf^r^s  name  at  length,  with  his  whole  for- 
name  annexed  to  it,  was  Abetaliah  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  AHEh 
Abddllah  Ebn  M  Abbas  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Manfur ;  though  die 
firft  part  of  his  name,  Abdallah^  has  been  denied  hia>by?«' 
gius.  it  muft  alfo  be  remarked,  that  Bufa^  Befa^  or  Fift^ 
was  in  the  earlier  times  a  city  of  a  very  confiderabJe  extent  K 

K    GrEO.    AlU^L-FARAJr    ubl    fup.    p.  22^.    AbU    JaAPAK  Al 

Tabari,  AlMakin,  ubi  l^p.  p<.  1Q5.  Eutvch.  ubt  fup.  p.40ti 
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In  the  159th  year  of  the  Hejray  Al  Mohii  sippointcd  Mb-  fht  Arabs 
'■  hammed  Ebn  Saliman,  the  Syrian^   governor  of  £^ypt ;  but  fnake  an 
piefendv  removed  htm  from  that  exalted  poft,  and  fubftituted  ^^"''A'* 
!    Mufa  Ebn  Alt  in  his  room.    It  appears  from  Thtophanesy  that  ^"'^  '^' 
a  body  of  Al  Mohd?s  troops  made  an  incur fion  into  the  ihi-  ^^f^^'^l 
^  *  perial  territories,  and  carried  oifF  with  them  fome  Mojlem  pri-  ^^^'^^''I'ff 
foneny  that  had  bee^i^oniined  in  a  cave  called  Ctiujisy  the 
prefent  year  K 

The  folio  wine  year,  being  the  i6oth  of  the  Mojltm  xrz;  ^j  //^^^  ' 
the  KbaUf  fcnt  Ifa  Ebn  Lokmdn  Al  Jamjamt  to  govern  iri  w//?  ani^ 
^Sfpty  in  the  room  of  M£fa  Ebn  Ali^  difpatched  thither  for  ether^  the 
the  fame  purpofe  the  preceding  year,  whom  he  thought  fit  iofiilonjuhg 
depofe.     The  Arab  forces,  under  the  command  of  OthmanyeaK 
Ebn  Kaka^  one  of  the  MtJUm  generals,  according  to  Tbeo- 
pbenesj  made  another  irruption  into  the  dominions  of  the 
Gnei  emperor,  plundered  in  a  dreadful  manner  the  country 
through  which  they  moved,  and  conducted  from  thence  fe- 
vera]  prifoners  into  the  Af<^/n  territories,  like  wife  this  year  ^  , 

The  next  year,  being  the  161  ft  of  the  Hejra^  the  Cbri»  theCini^ 
ftiansy  if  we  will  believe  Thedphanes^  invaded  Syria  with  an  ftian .  /«- 
army  of  100,000  men,  and  defeated  a  body  of  ^r^^^  that  v^^  Sy<» 
pretended  to  oppofe  them  ;  of  whom  they  killed  five  EmirSy  ria. 
or  principal  officers,  and  2c6o  men,  upon  the  fpot.     At  this 
time,  feyeral  dirbems  came  out  of  the  mint  erefted  at  Bafra  j     '     , 
one  of  which  was  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dantziciy  on 
the  coaft  of  the  Balticky  in  the  year  172a  ;  a  particular  de- 
fcription  of  which  has  been  given  us  by  the  learned  M.  Kchr. 
This  dirhem  exhibits  on  the  anterior  part  the  following  words,  • 
Bfl  Bafrata  ahdayni  wafittina  wameaten  \  that  is.  At  Bafra^ 
in  the  i6ift  year  of  tbentxrz  ;  and,  on  the  reverfe,  Moham^ 
medon  raPUo-Uahiy  faUa'-Uaho  alayhi  wafallama ;  Mohammed  is 
the  ttpojile  of  GoD  ;  may  Gol>  hi  propitious  to  him^  and  make 
him  happy  !    After  which  come  the  words,  Al  Khalifat  o-P 
Mohdiyyo  Mohammedy  In  the  Khalifat  rf  Al  Mohdi,  or  wheH 
Al  Mohdi  Mohammed  was  Khalif.     With  regard  to  Bafrai 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  remind  our  readers,  that  this  citv 
was  built  by  Atha  Ebn  Arir^  at  the  command  of  the  Khauf 
Omar^  in  the  i*;th  year  of  tittHejray  and  confequcntly  can- 
not be  deemed  a  place  of  very  high  antiquity.     It  is  at  prefenC 
a  very  famous  empory  of  the  eaft^  and  ftands  upon  a  thick 
ilony  foil,  as  the  word  Bafrd  itfelf  denotes,  about  a  day  and 

403.  Jo3.  Sim.  Assi^MAM.  abifup.  p.  ii6.Pa6<us,  ad  an.  Chrift. 
775.  £bn'Arra.heb,  in  Cbropic.  oriental,  p.  72.  Goux  not.  ad 
Aifragan.  p.  114,  115.  ^  Asv  Jaafar  AlTabar.  J^l 

Makin,  ubifttp.  p.  to6.  Thbophan.  chronograph,  p.  378. 
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half's  journey  from  one  of  the  moutbt  of  the  7ijfri/|b)F^ivUdi 
diaC  river  empties  itfelf  into  the  Perjfyn  giilpb«  denoqumtod 
Itkewife  from  this  town  the  bay  of  Bafra.    It  U  fitiiatod  b^* 
tween  Perfta  and  Arabia^  in  the  extremity  of  the  defuts  of 
Jrdk^  a  little  to  the^weft  of  the  Tigris^  and  was  firQ  fouiufed 
for  the  fake  of  carrying  on  more  commodioufly  an  exficofiiv  \ 
commerce  between  the  Syriansy  Jraiians^  Pfrfi^H^i  wi  /«• 
diaas.     The  circumjacent  trad  is  looked  upon  by  4ie  ^r§ii 
as  one  of  the  moft  dcligbtfi^  fpots  of.<^yand  evep  as^nc 
of  the  moft  beautiful  gardens  in  the  world,  H^wfvtrftbehot 
burning  winds,  that  frequently  blow  there*  are  vefy  trouU& 
fome  to  travellers,  and  fometimes  overwhelm  theip  withfRQun*  j 
>  tains  of  fand,  driven  by  the  for^e  of  th^fe  winds  out  ef  tk  ' 
neighbouring  defarts.    Th^  city  is  inhabit^  by  74r^j^  A/is 
JhrianSy  Catholics^  y^^^t  Mohammffl^ns^  and  CboiJ^HmCki^ 
Jiiansy  commonly  called  CBrifii^ns  of  St,  Jekn^  wbo  are  pndjf 
numerous  here.  The  Arab^  according  tQ  Jbukpukh  iff<;Mt$dtft 
^  a  ftreet  of  Bafraj  denominated  Mirbai  Al  Bap^^  in  his  dsjfii 
from  all  parts,  in  order  to  repes^t  both  their  profaic  and  pocdcal 
performances.     Bafr^  has  fept  out  many  perfons  of  profourf 
erudition j,  fome  oi  the  principal  of  which  were  Alttmixi 
whofc  ftile  in  eleeance  is  fuppefed  to  eycel  even  lha|  of  thf 
Koran ;  Ht^Jun  AlBafri^  who  wa»  fcnrant  to  0mm  Salm0fWi 
of  the  prophet's  wives*  who  ^ve  him  her  own  bi:eafi8  to  Aicki 
whilft  his  mother  was  employed  in  her  fervice,  a  famotis  fAxh 
laftic  divine,  that  kept  a  fchool  at  Ba/rif^  and  wrote  apiece, 
intitled,  Noblg  Traditions  i  containing  all  the  principal  tradi* 
tionary  precepts  of  the  Mojltm  law  r  Aiu  IJbak  IfimuU  w^ 
penned  a  treatife  concerning  the  law  and  ftatutes  of  ths  ^<^, 
rdn  i  Ycicib  Ebn  Ibrahim^  c^b^H^tUor  to  the  Kh^lifi  4i  ^ 
and  HaruH.  Al  Rjajbidt  who  co^npofed.a  piece  CQinceniiag  ^ 
<;ttaUties  requifvtp  to  form  &  Kfidf<i  or  judgf  j  Aim  9^^ 
htimm^df  who  left  behind  him  a  coUo^ioiL  of  narratiops^oranr 
tienc  hlftories;  HelalEbn  TahyOy  whopublKbed  a  piece  npoo 
'  the  ecclefxaftical  laws  of  the  AU/hmsa  feinting  to  moiqucs  ani 

hofpitalsi,  founded  for  the  benebt  cf  travellers  and  ftrangetsi 
and  Abu  So* id  Omar^  who  compofe<l  ^-  treatife  upon  thtArd 
poetry.  There  is  a}fo  at  Bafra  a  famous  cpllegc^  or  acadeoft 
founded  by  Nixam  Al  Molk^  d^e  Viftr^  ear  WanAFy  ^  Afa»« 
aMfn  Abu'lfetab MdUc  Shah^  the  third  Saltmoi  xh^Si^fi 
irdny  called  the  college*  pr  ac^demy^  of  Ni%dm*  At  this 
time,  the  city  we  are  fpeaking  of  is  faid  tp  be  a  flpurifhifig  icat 
of  litera.mre,  tho'  inferior  in  number  of  academics  to  JDiJ^aJUt 
or  Damafcus,  and  Kairo^  or  AJ  Kabirah  *,  the  U%tcr  of  wbkh 
places,  if  we  wiU.believe  a  certain  wtiter,  <;ontain&  no  lefs  than 
12,0Q0  Mphammfsd^n  {\  lident^^  B4(fra  f^aods,  according  to  tbe 
calculation  oi  the  Arabic  tables^  in  long.  74""  co'^and  lat  31* 
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ed'.  The  citj  of  Baghdad^  the'  fo  lately  creded,  Ifoiiriftted 
greadj  tins  ytm*  fiefidcs  Ebn  Najjdr^i  hiftoiy  of  Boghdad, 
intitkd  Tarutb  Ebn  Najjar  j/lBagmadi^  these  is  alfo  another 
iuftory  of  this  capital,  to  which  we  find  prefixed  the  -title  of 
Tiiriib  Bagkddd,  that  is,  sbe  hyimry^  or  annaky  ^  Baghdad, 
confifting  of.  00  lefi  dian  ten  voimncs.  The  larikh  AlAbhh 
aUb  meotions  it  in  feveral  plaoes,  as4o  in  like  manner  all  the 
Pirfian  and  Anabimt  geographers*  To^e  Jearned  mtn  pro^ 
dfMxd  by  this  metropolis,  akeady  taken  notice  of^  we  may  add 
Mmid  Ebn  Ahnud  Al  Ba^tdM  Kbattab  M  Hafi!db  Mamar 
Ebn  AlnmthAiu  Al  B^gbda£  AL  Obeidahy  Al  Jmdm  Nhbammtd 
M  Bagbddii^  and  odim  \  ad^mimeration  of  whofe  names  our 
leaden  will  not  exped  to  meet  widi  here  ^> 

In  the  i62d  vear  of  tht  Hijr^t^  the  Kbalif  Ai  M$bdi  rc-Tbi  Arab) 
anored  IJk  Ebm  L^kmAn  Al  Jw^am  from  the  government  jcf  undertake 
Epft^  and  fubftiiHted  ffi^sSk  Ebn  Al  Manjfur  in  his  room.  ^«  txfiS- 
Aboat  the  fame  time,  he  commanded  Hajan^  one  of  his  ge*-  ''*<"' 
nerak,  to  march  into  Pbrjgw^  «t  the  head  of  a  fomtrUA  ^f*^ . 
amy)  10  J^t ei^e  the  lofs  ho  had  fitfbincd,  when  the  imperial  ^.  ^^^^^ 
4br«is  broke  into  Spin  the  laft  year.     Hofm^  in  puribance  of     "^  * 
his  orders^  ad^oted  to  t)9ryUeum  in  that  country^  invefted  it^ 
and  attacked  it  lor  ft^enteen  days  with  incredible  fury.    But 
finding  hhnfelf,  at  the  end  <A  that  term,  greatly  -diftrefled  fo# 
Mat  of  provlfi^nsy  and  all  his  forage  confumed^  he  was 
^iged  to  decamp  from  thence,   and  retire  to  Amonnmi 
4irbich  town  Kktwift  for  one  whde  day  he  clofely  befiegcd* 
But  being  informed^  that  the  jilace  was  amply  furniihed  with 
at)  kinds  of  proi^iiions  and  miUtaiy  ftoses,  hefides  a  numerous 
garifen  to  defend  it»  he  thought  nt  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  re- 
turn home.    The  imperial  troops  were  not  ftrong  enough  to 
haraft  him  vk  his  jetreatf  notwithftanding  which,  he  loft  a 
tety  smiBdiai  aHe  numtw  of  men,  witixHit  the  kaft  advantage 
il^iaed^  thi4uftferfunacif<»mpaignl. 

The  foUoWfing  year,  being  the  163d  <A  the  Htjra^  Aland  an- 
JUobdi  km  hia  fon  Harin  Al  RaJUdy  who  was  afterwards  other  tb§ 
Kbedi/^  wkh  a  formidable  army,  to  undertake  an  expeditioA/^/Mv/Vr^ 
tgainft  ihtGfeeh,    The  jSM^  attended  his  f^n  Hattrn  pzrtycar. 
cf  ^e  way,  and  then  took  his  leave  of  him;  appointing  72t- 
iya  kbnXhitedEJbn  BarmaCy  his  counfellor,  to  aiiift  hiih  with 
his  advice*  However,  he  ai^erwards  joined  him  in  the  neigh- 
hourhoed  of  Haleb^  or  A/eppo ;  tho'  it  does  not  certainly  appear, 

*  fufioFHAit.  ubi  fup.  Tarikh  Esn  Najjar,  Tarrik 
tACHDAD,TARiiCH  Al  Abbas,  Ism.  Abuifed.  Jos.  Sim.  Asse* 
MAN.  dilTcrt  de  Monophy/it.  Sharif  Al  Edrisi,  Golii  not.  a4 
ANiragan.  p.  iigk— 123,  Oboro.  Jac  Kbhr,  ubi  fop.  p.  8— -iz, 
jo-'ja.  iipfe,  1724.  '  Abu  Jaapar  AlTaBA'R.  At 
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^hat  he  was  prefent  ac  any  of  the  militaiy  operations;  On 
the  contrary,  we  -And  it  intimated  by  Tbe(^baneSj  that  he  left 
the  army,  and  went  to  yerufalem,  before  the  opening  of  the 
campaign.  Harun^  after  he  had  conferred  with  hishidierin 
the  plains  of  Dabek^  advanced  to  Samaleky  battered  that  foit- 
refs  with  his  catapults,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it  after  38 
days  (lege  \  tho%  when  he  entered  the  place,  he  found  it  little 
better  than  a  heap  of  ruins.  After  the  redudion,  or  rather 
deftru£Uon,  of  jhistown,  flarun  returned  home;  contentiDg 
himfelf  with  the  glory  he  had  acquired.  We  learn  from7&«- 
phamsj  that  the  Khalif  raifed  a  violent  perfecution  agaioft 
both  the  Chrifiians  and:  JuTf^s  fettled  at  Hems^  and  in  odier 
parts  of  his  dominions,  this  year  °^. 

About  the  fame  time,  there  happened  another  event, that, 
according  to  AhuH-Faraj^  not  a  little  embarafled  the  Khalif  \ 
affairs.  One  Hakem  Ebn  HA/htnij  originally  of  Meru^  in 
Khorajan^  who  had  been  an  under-fecretary  to  JhuM$Jlem^  dte 
governor  of  that  province,  and  afterwards  turoed  ibUicr, 
pafled  thence  into  Mawarfflnahvy  where  he  gave  himfelf  out 
for  a  prophet.  He  is  generally  named  by  the  Jrah  writeis  A 
MokannOy  and  fomedmes  Al  Bcrkai^  that  is»  the  yaiUi^  bc- 
caufc  he  ufed  to  cover  his  face  with  a  vail,  or  a  gilded  mafr, 
to  conceal  his  deformity,  having  16ft  an  e}'e  in  the  wars,  and 
being  otherwifc  of  a  defpicable  appearance ;  tho'  his  followexs 
pretended  he  did  it  for  the  fame  reafon  as  Mofes  did,  viz,  left 
the  fplendorof  his  countenance  (hopld  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the 
bchoIder«.  He  made  a  great  many  profelytes  at  Nakbjkab  and 
Kafo^  deluding  the  people  with  feveral  juggjing  performancesi 
which  they  fwailowed  for  miracles,  and  particularly  by  cauf- 
ing  the  appearance  of  a  moon  to  rife  out  of  a  well  for  man/ 
nights  together  \  whence  he  was  alfo  called,  in  the  Perfitoi 
tongue,  Saxendih  mgh^  or  the  mooMnaier.  This  impious  in* 
poftor,  not  content  with. being  reputed  a  prophet,  arrogated 
to  himfelf  divine  honours,  pretending  that  the  Deity  refidcd 
in  his  perfoQ  :  and  the  doctrine  \vhereon  be  built  this  was  th^ 
fame  with  that  of  the  Ghola'ites^  who  affirmed  a  tranfmigra* 
tion,  or  fucceilive  manifeftation,  of  the  Divinity  through  and 
in  certain  prophets  and  holy  men,  from  Adam  to  thefe  latter 
•days  (of  which  opinion  was  alfo  Abu  Mojlem  himfelf;)  but 
the  particular  dodrine  of  Al  Mokanna  was,  that  the  perfon  in 
whom  the  Deity  had  laft  reiided  was  the  aforefaid  Abu  M^ 
lemy  and  t^at  the  fame  had,  fince  his  death,  pailed  intohioi- 
fclf.  The  fadion  of  Al  Mokanna y  who  had  made  himfelf 
jnafter  of  feveral  fortified  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
pities  above-mentioned,  growing  daily  more  and  more  power- 
ful, the  Khalif  was  at  length  obliged  to  fend  an  army  tore- 
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duce  him ;  at  the  approach  whereof  jfl  Mokanna  retired  into 
one  of  his  firong  fortrefles,  which  he  had  well  provided  for  a 
fiege,  and  fent  his  emiflaries  abroad  to  perfuade  people  that  he 
raifed  the  dead  to  life,  and  knew  future  events.  But  being 
ftraitly  befieged  by  the  Khalifas  forces,  when  he  found  there 
was  no  pofHbility  for  him  to  efcape,  he  gave  poifon  in'  wine  to 
his  whole  family,  and  all  that  were  with  him  in  the  caflle, 
and,  when  they  were  dead,  he  burnt  their  bodies,  together 
with  their  cloaths  and  all  the provifions,  and  cattle;  and  then, 
to  prevent  his  own  body's  being  found,  he  threw  himfclf  into 
the  flames,  or,  as  others  fay,  into  a  tub  of  aquafortis^  or 
fome  other  preparation,  tvhich  confumed  every  part  of  him, 
except  only  his  hair :  fo  that  when  the  befiegers  entered  the 
place,  they  found  no  creature  in  it  fave/)ne  of  Al  Mokanna*% 
concubines,  who,  fufpe£ting  his  defign,  had  hid  herfclf,  and 
diftovered  the  whole  matter.  'This  contrivance,  however, 
failed  not  to  produce  the  effed  which  the  impoftor  defigned 
amongft  the  remaining  part  of  his  folloWers ;  for  he  had  pro- 
mifed  them  that  his  foul  fhould  tranfmigrate  into  the  form  of 
a.grey-headed  man,  riding  on  a  greyiih  beaft ;  and  that,  after 
fo  many  years^  he  would  return  to  them,  and  give  them  the 
earth  for  their  pofieffion  :  the  expedation  of  which  promife 
kept  the  fed  in  being  for  feveral  ages  after,  under  the  name  of 
JMobeyyidites^  or,  as  the  Perfmns  call  them,  Sifid  januhghian,, 
i.  e.  the  cloathed  in  white^  bccaufe  they  wore  their  garments  of 
that  colour,  in  oppofition,  as  is  fuppofed,  to  the  Khalifs  of 
the  family  of  M  Jihdsj  whofc  banners  and  habits  were  black. 
We  mutt  not  forget  to  obferve,' that  y//-W!?M  removed  Jl 
Manfur  Ehn  Ymd  Al  Raghhiy  who  fucceeded  Wadih  Ehn  At 
Manjur  in  that  port,  from  the  government  of  Egyfty  and  fub-  ' 
flituted  Ahu  Sakb  Ehn  Ahdallan  Aiyawnani  in  his  place  ". 

The  next  year,  being  the  164th  of  the  Hejra,  after  Abu  Harun  Al 
Sa'idy  Al  Mehdi^s  general,  had  reduced  Al  Mokanna's  faflion  Ra^id  iVr* 
to  the  obedience  of  the  Rhattf,  Ibnahim  Ebn  SaUh  Ebn  Ali  Ebn  ^^^^f'  '*' 
AhJallah  Ebn  Al  Abbas  was  fent  to  prefide  over  Egypt,     The  '^J'^^*' 
fame  year,  the  KhaliforimA  his  fon  Har^n  Al  Rajhtd  to  pe-  «^^^'  '^^ 
nietrate  into  the  Chrtjiian  territories,  with  an  army  of  95,000  j    ' 
men.     Harun^  having  entered  the  dominions  of  the  emprefs 
lune^  defeated  one  of  her  commanders,  that  had  advanced  at 
the  head  of  her  forces  to  oppofe  him ;  tho',  ac&i-ding  to  Theo-- 
phanesy  the  Greeks  gained  the  advantage  in  that  adion.    After 
this  overthrow,  Harun  laid  feveral  of  the  imperial  provinces 

»  Grbo.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fop.  p.  226.  Khondemir,  Ebm  " 
Shohkah,  Aut.    Lbb  Tarikh,  vel  Lebtarikh,  Abu  Jaafar, 
AlTabar.  AlMakin,  D*He  rbbl.  BiMioth*.  orient.'  zn.  Ha  kern 
B(M  Hd/cbemy  p.  41 2, 41 3.  k  art.  Mabadi^  p.  5  >0. 
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wafle  with  fire  and  fword,  fpread  a  urror  over  die  itft>  aad 
alarmed  even  the  city  of  OmflMntiwfph  itielf.   ^Tbis  induoci 
the  emprefs  Irene  to  purchafe  a  peace  of  the  Klnilify  by  agree- 
ing to  pay  him  an  annual  tribute  of  70,000  pieces  of  gold  j 
which,  at  leaft  for  the  prcfent,  delivered  her  fubjeds  from  die 
courfes  and  depredations  of  the  jfrah.     After  the  figning  of 
the  treaty,  Harun  returned  home,  loaded  with  fpoils^  and 
covered  with  glory.     We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  jH 
Mokarma^  or  Hakemy  of  whom  we  have  ipoken  (b  larady 
gbove,  is  denominated  Hahm  Ebn  Atba  by  one  of  the  eaKcm 
hiftorians.    It  has  been  remarked  by  fpme  of  the  oriental 
writers^  that,  one  day  in  the  laft  Artii  month  of  this  year^ 
the  fun,  a  little  after  his  rifing^  totally  loft  his  Iight»  ia  a  mo^ 
■  ment,  without  being  eclipfed ;  when  neither  any  f<^,  nor  any 
cloud  of  duft,  appeared  to  obfcurt  him.    The  frighiful  dark-* 
neis,  occafioned  by  this  furprizing  event,  continu^  till  noon, 
to  the  great  aftonilhment  of  the  people  fettled  in  the  conntfica 
where  it  happened.    The  fame  authors  likewife  obferve^*  tlK 
no  account  of  any  prodigy  like  this  has  been  tranfinittcd  doim 
to  us  by  any  of  the  hiftorians  of  former  ages  *. 
Abu  Ha*     Iv  the  1 65th  year  of  the  Hejra^  commeociiig  Ang^  %f^i^'^\^ 
f^Wsfea.  the  Hanifaeiy  or  Hanefites^  of  whofe  founder  Abu  Hmifa  M 
NoomaB  EbnTbabet  we  have  already  giVen  our  readers  adiftinA 
.  account,,  made  a  confiderable  figure  in  and  about  the  city  of. 
Baghdad.    To  what  has  already  been  laid  of  that  cdebcated 
Sonniti  dodor,  wc  fliall  here  beg  leave  to  add  the  following 
particulars.     M^lfc  Ebn  Am^  the  author  of  the  (ecopd  octho- 
"     dox  fed  of  the  MoJUjnh  ^ho  was  born  at  Medirm^  being  ones 
engaged  in  converfation  with  Abu  Hamfa^  who  was  a  nathr^ 
of  Cufa^  told  him,  that  Alt  had  obferved  the  Cufaus  to  be . 
quarrelfom  and  fcditious ;  to  which  Abu  Hanifa  rudied,  diat 
the  people  oi  Medina  were  taxed  with  hypocrify  by  the  £1- 
ran :  which  little  raillery,  that  paflcd  between  two  fucfa  great 
men,  has  been  taken  notice  of  by  one  of  the  more  repute* 
able  Mojkm  writers.    Another  of  them  informs  us,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  fentlments  of  this  doSor,  thofe  points  that 
have  been  imparted  to  us  by  God  and  bis  prophet  Mobamnud^ 
fXt  to  \St  received  with  intire  fubmiiSon  \  of  thofe  that  have 
been  banded  down  to  future  ages  by  the  Companions,  or 
cotemporaries,  of  the  prophet,  the  beft  are  to  be  chofen  ;  bvt 
that  with  regard  to  the  tenets  and  opinions  of  the  dodors  who 
followed  them^  men  are  at  liberty  either  to  admit  or  rejed 
them,  s^s  the  perfons  from  whom  they  come  were  weak  and 

•  Abu  Ja^far  Al  Tabae.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup,  Thbophah. 
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fafliUe  Iile  ourfelves.     Hofein  ff^aezy  in  his  commentary  upon 
Cbe  K^afty  relates,  that  A^u  Hanifay  having  onc^  received  a 
box  on  the  ear,  faid  to  the  pcrfon  who  had  the  temerity  to 
give  it  him,  **  I  could  return  you  injury  for  injury ;  but  that  I 
'*  will  not  do ;  I  could  carry  my  complaint  to  the  Khalifa  hut 
^  fuch  a  part  as  this  I  (ball  not  ad ;  I  could  at  leaft  reprefent 
"  U)  God  in  my  prayers  the  outrage  you  have  offered  me,  but 
^*  againft  this  I  (hall  take  care  to  be  upon  my  guard ;  laftly,- 
"  at  the  day  of  judgment,  I  could  demand  vengeance  of  God 
^  for  this  violence,  but  far  be  it  from  me  to  purfue  fuch  a  vin- 
'^  di^ve  condud :  if  that  great  and  terrible  day  fhoutd  this 
I  '*  moment  arrive,  and  my  interceffion  could  take  place,  I 
I  *'  WQttld  not  enter  into  paradife  without  you."  The  principal 
of  his  works  are  the  Mefnady  that  is,  the  prop^  oxfupporty 
;  wherein  be  eftablifhes  all  the  ^ential  points  ofljlarnijm  upon 
I  the  aiidiority  of  the  Koran  and  the  moft  received  traditions  ;  a 
!  treatife,  intitled,  Filielamy  that  is  to  faLyy/cholq/lic  divinity ;  and 
a  fort  of  catechifm,  or  inftrudion,  that  bears  the  title  of  Mo^ 
oBm,  or  the  maflir.    In  the  laftof  thefe  pieces  he  maintains, 
that  as  long  as  a  Mojkm  continues  in  the  faith,  he  Cannot  be- 
come an  enemy  to  God,  tho'  he  may  fall  into  enormous 
fins;  that  fuch  fins  pannot  deftroy  the  validity  of  faith ;  and 
that  erace  is  by  no  means  incompatible  with  nn.     Thefe  and 
fuch-like  propofitions  induced  Vaxai  to  attack  his  notions  ; 
which  he  did  in  a  book,  intided,  Ekhtekf  Kvu  Hanifa,  or 
the  c9ntradi£fions  of  fmu  Hanjfa.     The  Sonnite  dofior,  of 
whom  we  are  fpeaking,  b  greatly  celebrated  by  JlZamakh- 
fiari^   Korderty   Marghinanty    Dainuriy    Sobahazmuniy    and 
others,  whofe  authority  is  of  no  (mall  weight  with  the  ortho- 
dox Mojlems,    In  fine,  aU  the  principal   eaflern  hidorians 
ac'ee,  that  j&h  Hanifa  excelled  all  the  learned  Mohammedans 
of  his  age,  not  only  in 'the  knowledge  of  their  law,  but  in 
the  praoice  of  all  the  duties  it  injoin3  ;  that  his  life  was  ex- 
tremely auftere,  and  intirely  detached  from  the  things  of  this 
Jorld,  on  which  account  he  has  always  1>een  conudered  by 
e  Sonnttes  as  the  chief  and  firft  Imam  of  the  Moflem  law ; 
aod  that  his  fentiments  have  been  rejefted  by  none  but, the 
ShiiteSy  or  followers  of  Aliy  who  are  looked  upon  as  fchifmatics 
by  the  orthodox  Mohammedans.    We  (hall  conclude  what 
we  have  to  fay  on  this  head  with  obferving,  that  Mdlec  Shah^ 
third  Soltan  of  the  Seljuks  of  Irony  erefled  a  fuperb  maufoleum 
iSLhoxioux  of  Abu  Hantfa  ntBagbdady  and  joined  to  it  a  college 
fcr  the  ufe  of  the  youth  educated  in  the  principles  of  his  feft, 
in  the  year  of  the  ilejra  485,  or  of  Christ  1 092  p. 
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Harun  Al      Thp  following  year,  being  the  i66th  of  the  Hejra^  Hartn 
Rafhid      Jl  Rafljid^  the  Khalifa  fon,  arrived  fronfi  the  neighbourhood 
arr.'cves  at  q{  ConJiantinopU^  where  he  had  concluded  a  peace  with/rw 
Baghdad,  fivord  in  hand,  and  impofed  what  terms  he  thought  fit  upoa 
that  princefs,  at  Baghdad.     One  of  thofe  terms  was,  that  the 
Mojlem  troops  ihould  be  fupplied  with  proviiions,  and  furnilhed 
.  with  all  proper  accommodations,  as  long  as  they  remained  io 
the  emprefs's  dominions ;  as  alfo  that  they  ihould  be  condu&d 
from  thence  to  the  Khalifs  territories  by  fome  of  her  fubjcfls, 
'        who  knew  the  roads,  by  the  bcft  way  they  could  fliew  them, 
and  not  that  narrow  defile  limited  on  one  fide  by  a  Seep 
mountain,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Sagaris^  or  Sangarim^  a 
noted  river  of  Bithynioy  through  which  the  Arab  army  had 
marched  to  the  coaft  of  the  Propontis^  where  they  had  mud 
a  terror  into  the  imperial  court.  The  conclufion  of  this  trea^ 
with  Irene  is  placed  by  Abu'l-Faraj^  who  fcems  in  this  pobt 
to  be  fupported  by  Theophanes,  in  the  165th  year  of  thtHijni 
tho'  that  p vent  appears  to  have  been  fixed  by  Abu  JaafarM 
Tahari  in  the  preceding  year.     Had  not  the  empreu  been  io- 
tirely  governed  by  her  fears,  (he  might  have  cut  Harun  A, 
Rajhid  and  all  his  troopsto  pieces,  or  ftarved  them  to  a  fur- 
render,  fince  they  were  in  a  very  diftrefled  and  calamitom. 
fituation  when  the  treaty  was  figned,  as  we  find  intimated  b/.. 
I  JbuH'Faraj.     Harun  entered  Baghdad  in  the  month  of  it!. 

Aloharraniy  and  was  attended  by  a  confiderable  number  of., 
ChriJUansy  who  had  been  reftored  to  their  liberty  by  virtue  rf. 
the  preceding  treaty.  The  peace  concluded  between  thcGral^ 
emprcfs  and  the  Khaltf  continued  about  three  years.  Sood^ 
after  Al  Rajhtd^s  arrival  at  Baghdad,  he  was  declared  the  next 
heir  to  the  crown  after  his  elder  brother  Mufa  Al  Hd£.  Aboal. 
the  fame  time,  y^/ ^^M"  caufed  diligent  fearcih  to  be  made! 
after  all  his  fubjefts  who  were  infefted  with  Zendiclfm^  ao| 
put  to  death  as  many  of  them  as  fell  into  his  hands.  Aimoidt 
the  reft,  he  ordered  Saleh  Ebn  Abd'allah  and  TafAr  Ehn  fif- 
rad  to  be  executed,  under  the  pretext  of  their  having  been; 
fufpefted  of  favouring*  thofe  who  profefled  that  fpecies  of  inR* 
delity.  But  YafAr  Ebn  Tarad  is  fuppofed  to  have  fufFered  the 
puniftiment  inflicted  upon  him,  for  publifhing  fome  fatiriol 
verfes  upon  Al  Mohdi  and  his  counfellor  Takub  Ebn  DokJ^ 
which  have  been  handed  down  to  us  by  Abu  Jaa/ar  Jl  fs* 
bari  ^i. 

Ekhtclaf  AbuHanifa,  Al  Zamakhshar.  Kordbr.  MARCHl^'Air« 
DAl^uR.  SoBAHAZMUN.  Al  Jannab.^c.  ^  Abu  Jaa* 
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The  noct  ycVir>  bejng  the  167th  of  the  Hejra^  Al  Mohdi  Ibrahim 
removed  from  the  government  of  Egypt  Ibrahim  Ebn  SaUh^  Ebn  Saleh 
;md  appointed  Mufa  Ebn  Mofaab^  or  Mofes  the  Ton  of  Mufaab^  removed 
as  he  is  called  by  Djonyfius  Telmarenfisy  who  had  formerly/^*"  '^^ 
been  the  Khalifs  governor  of  Mefopctamiaj  to  fucceed  him.^^^'"** 
Every  part  of  that  prince's  vaft-idominions  feems  to  have  en-  ^'"^  ^ 
joyed  an  uninterrupted  repofe,  no  military  operations  having   ^^P'* 
been  mentioned  as  happening  during  the  courfe  of  it,  in  any 
of  the  provinces  of  the  Mojlem  empire, '  by  the  oriental  hi- 
ftorians,  the  prefent  year  ^ 

In  the  i68th  year  of  the  Hejra^  Mufa  Ebn  Mafa'ah  was  af-  Mufa  Ebn 
iaffinated  in  Egypt.  This  tragical  event  happened  in  the  month  Mafaab 
of  Sbawdl^  and  was  probably  occafioned  by  a  tyrannical  and  ^Jf^Jji^at" 
oppreffive  adminiftration.     His  deputy  Amer  Ebn  Omar  took^'* 
upon  him  the  government  of  Egypt y  till  the  arrival  of  Fadl^^y^* 
Ebn  SaUh  Ebn  AbiaUah  Ebn  Al  Abb&Sy  who  was  fent  by  the^^^-^^^^ 
Kbalifirooi  Baghdad  to  fucceed  Mufa  EbnMafaab  in  his  lu- Jl'  '  '* 
crative  and  exalted  poft  •.  'venment 

The  following  year,  being  the  169th  year  of  the  Hejroy  ^r  ^^^J 
and  beginning  July  I4tb,  785,  Al  Mohdi  fent  to  his  fon  Ha-  country  hf 
run  Al  Rajhidj  then  in  the  province  of  JorjAn^  to  repair  ioi-  Fadl  Ebn 
mediately  to  court ;  he  having  formed  a  defign  to  fccure  to  Saleh. 
him  the  Moflem  throne  immediately  after  his  death,  and  in-^ 
tircly  to  exclude  his  cldefl  fon,  Mufa  AlHadi^  from  the  fuc-  Al  Mohdi 
ceffion;  hux.  Harun^  looking  upon  this  as  an  iniquitous  ilep,//i>j. 
would  not  comply  with  his  father's  order ;  fo  that  the  Khalif 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  undertake  a  journey  intojorjdn^  in  or- 
der to  have  a  conference  there  with  his  younger  fon  AlRafhid, 
When  he  arrived  at  Arud^  or  Al  Rud^  in  the  diflrifi  oiMafab-  ^ 

dan^  one  of  his  favourite  miflrefTes,  whom  he  had  commanded 
to  attend  him,  gave  him  a  poifoned  pear,  which  had  been  pre« 
fented  to  her  by  another  of  the  Khalifas  concubines,  named 
Hafanoy  who  thought  (he  had  too  great  an  afcendant  over  him, . 
and  therefore  refolved  to  deftroy  her  j  which,  appearing  very 
beautifu)  to  him,  he  could  not  forbear  eating  it,  not  in  the  leait 
fufpe£iing  that  any  noxious  quality  was  inherent  in  it.  But 
it  had  no  fooner  entered  his  ftomach  than  he  found  himfelf  in 
moft  exquifite  torture,  and  in  a  vtry  (hort  time  expired  ; 
which  greatly  afflifted  Hafana^  tho*  (lie  had  no  intention  to 
hurt  him,  when  (he  communicated  the  poifoned  fruit  to.  her 
hated  rival.  This  tragical  accident  happened  on  the  twenty- 
fccond  day  of  the  month  Al  Moharram  j  and,  after  it,  the 

*■  Abv  Jaaf^r  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  Dionys. 
TiLMARENs.  apud  Jof  Sim.  AfTcman.  ubi  fup.  p.  L15.  ut  etipfe 
Jos.  Sim.  AssEMAN.  ibid.  .  •  ^bu  Jaafar  AlTabar. 
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Khalif  was  buried  ne^  a  walnut-tree»  under  whofe  bou^ 
he  ufed  fometimes  to  repofe  himfelf.  He  was  near  foct]r*dM 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  reigned  ten  yesi) 
one  month,  and.fifteen  days.  His  fbn  Har&n  Jl  Rafind^  iriu 
Was  with  him  when  he  expired,  faid  the  prayers  over tiinit 
the  time  of  his  interment.  Some  writcn  pretend,  diat,  o« 
day,  as  he  was  hunting,  he  purTucd  a  wild  beaft  into  at  old 
ruined  houfe;  where,  being  obliged  to  make  a  great  efibft  to 
pafs  through  a  low  door,  his  horfe  carried  him  with  filch  (ot^ 
againft  it,  that  he  broke  his  back  ;  fo  that,  no  affiftancebd^g , 
at  hand,  he  expired  upon  the  fpot.  This  Khalifa  in  imiUQoi 
of  his  father  jibu  Jaofar  Jl  ManfuTy  is  faid  to  have  ptf* 
formed  a  pilgrimage  tcr^ecca^ihQ*  with  more  pomp  thin  # 
votion ;  as  he  fpent  in  fthat  journey  about  6,000,000  £Au 
Amongft  other  things  with  which  he  loaded  the  camds  tt 

^  attended  him,  he  carrid^  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  dftaft 
that  it  ferved  i)ot  only  to  refiefix  him  and  all  his  retinue  ifl(i( 
burning  fands  of  jfrMa^  biit  likewife  to  prefenre  all  tbeddh 
cious  fruits  he  took,  with  him  in  their  natural  fre(hners,aiidtl 
afford  him  ice-water  to  drink,  during  his  abode  at  A^woi,  ikl 
inhabitants  of  which  place  had  fcarce  ever  (een  any  fnoir  ii|» 
fare.  Whilft  he  was  there,  according  to  fome  authofS)  l| 
inlarged  the  portico  of  the  Caaba^  and  iflbed  orden  fer^ 
molifhing  many  houfes  at  Medina^  to  give  a  greater  etfol 
to  the  mofque  containing  Mohammed's  tomb;  which wii If 
no  means  approved  of  by  the  fuperftittous  followers  cf  '^ 
Mojlem  law.  It  was  at  this  tin\e  aUo  that  a  Moftem  br< 
xo  him  one  of  the  prophef  s  flippera,  and  received  from 
for  it  a  prefent  of  1 0,000  dirtHms ;  after  which,  turning 
towards  fome  of  his  prindpal  courtiers,  he  (aid,  ^*  Ma 
*^  never  faw  this  flipper;  but,  if  I  had  refu(<d  accepting  of 
^'  the  people  would  have  believed  Chat  it  had  really  bel 
*  ^<  to  Mohammeij  and  th^t  I  had  defpifed  it ;  for  they  are 
<<  turally  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  weak  againft  the 
This  prince  often  changed  the  governors  of  provinces, 
their  minifters,  left  fome  of  them  fhould  uiurp  too 
degree  of-  power,  and  even  afTume  to  themielves  the 
authority.  He  likewife  reftored  large  Turns  of  monev  that 
father  had  extorted  fi'om  his  fubjeds,  releafed  a  vaft  noni 
of  prifoners,  and  dilpatched  moft  of  the  affairs  of  ftatelaj^ 
felf  with  ^reat  diligence  and  application.  He  frequcndf  M 
his  bed  of  juftice,  in  order  to  punifli  thevidences  andoppfw; 
fions  exercifed ,  by  the  grandees  upon  the  lower  part  of  tb 
people,  and  to  make  the  latter  amends  for  the  loflcs  thcr  hi 
Aiftaincd.  He  appointed  perfons  of  great  gravity  and  ciftrfr 
tioii,  and  fiurh  as  were  extremely  wefl  vcrfcd  in  the  AV^ 
ijiedan  civil  law,  to  affift  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  that,  by  their 
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pr^fimcef  th«y  inig|)t  prevent  all  illegal  decifions.  Having  one 
d»,  if  way  of  reprimand,  faid  to  one  of  his  civil  officers^ 
tim  bug  willycfu  hi  gi^iby  rf  tbefe  faults  f  the  other  very  fa- 
fiiQK>i«Oy  replied,  >ff  kng  gs  itjhall  pUaff  God  to  preferveypwr 
Tfffrr  m  go94j  fi  Ung  jhaU  iVi  commt  frultiy  and  your  cU- 
ntn^  mUparJ$n  tbim  I.  j 

Jiu  firft  principal  counrellor,  or  prime  minifter,  was  Mo&'  Wh9  <inert 
wijAKhm  jibfidlab  Al  Jpsari ;  but  he  did  not  continue  long  hiifrind- 
in  that  exalted  ftation.    After  his  difmiffion,  he  advanced  to/^^  ^0«^' 
tbft  fiiUiaie  poft  YaHh  Ebn  Davd  Ebn  Tabmar^  furnamed/'^:f«^^'  ^ 
f$bamafi^  a  pufon  of  great  wit  and  a  moft  charming  conver-/'^'  *"' 
fition,  who  was  in  fuch  high  favour  with  the  Khalifa  that  he  ^'fi^'* 
:  ^not  only  truft  him  with  the  management  of  all  bis  afiarrs, 
kit  likevriie  permitted  him  to  partake  of  all  his  diverfions.. 
r'Tkii  excited  the  envy  <rf  the  principal  courtiers,  who  entered 
^  Irth)  Isveral  cabals  againft  him,  and  at  laft  found  an  opportu- 
i  «ly  of  accufing  bim  lb  Jl  Mohdi  of  favouring  the  partifans  of 
rtie  AUd^^  o$  family  of  ^/ii,  and  ccH^equently  of  being  an 
k^eioy  to  th^  houfe  of  Al  Abbas.    This  accufation,  tho'  it  did 
ctDt  gain  intire  credit  with  the  Khalifa  made  neverthelefs  fomc 
i^Mprc^n  upon  him.    In  order,  therefore,  to  try  him,  Al   . 
(Mh^  commanded  Taki^  to  put  to  death  one  of  the  defcend- 
•Ws  of  ^/i,  whom,  he*pretended,  he  could  not  permit  to  live 
^fKf  longer  $  and,  to  induce  him  to  obey  with  the  greater  ala- 
this  command,  he  made  him  a  prefent  of  100,000  dir^ 
,  and  beftowed  upon  bim  in  marriage  one  of  the  moft 
ktttifiil  ladies  of  his  feraglio.    Takub  having  communicated 
the  perfon  deftined  to  fuflbr  the  order  he  had  received,  be 
%»  addrelled  by  bim  in  the  following  terms  :  Givi  me  the  lift 
wiidt  it  it  now  in  your  power  to  take  away^  and  you  will  by  toat 
ifmns  avoid  the  eonfujimwbieh  you  muft  necejfarily  be  in  at  tho 
^tlf  of  judgmonty  when  you  oMear  before  my  great  ante/ior  Ali, 
m  pf*JpiU  my  bkodi  winch  bo  regards  as  his  own.  Thefe  word^ 
m  feifeby  touched  iaJitH  £bn  Dawd^  that  he  gave  the  perfon 
(Mryoted  to  deftni^Uom  the  money  he  had  received  from  the 
^  ^f  and  enabled  him  to  make  hr^  efcape.    But  this  having 
dif^^vefed  to  Al  Mohdi  by  Takub' s  new  wife,  fuch  ftridt 
rcb  WIS'  Bsiade  after  the  prifonery  that  lie  was  retaken  in  a 
time,  and  confined  in  an  apartment  fitted  up  for  him  in 
P|k  KbaHf^u  palace.    After  which,  Taiub  was  fummoned  to 
[liypeaf,  and  charged  with  forwarding  lus  efcape;  which  that 
iiMieman  denybg,  and  fwearing  by  the  head  and  Itfe  of  thia 

*  Gaso.  AbvVParaj,  abt  lop.  p.  327, 128.  KiioNniMXRg 
Mrs  Jaabar'  Al  Tabar.  A^  Maici|i»  abi  fup.  p.  107,  108. 
EnTYCH.  ubifup.  p,  402,40^.  Tbiopbah.  abt  fup.  p.  385. 
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Khalify  that,  he  had  put  the  prifoner  to  death,  the  ShiiU^who 
had  been  Teized,  and  put  under  arreft  in  the  palace,  was  imme- 
diately produced  before  him.     Takub^  being  confounded  « 
this  fight,  had  nothing  to  urge  in  his  vindication,  and  was 
'       therefore  immediately  ordered  by  the  Khalifa  who  was  initatd 
to  the  laft  degree  at  the  perjury  he  had  been  manifeftly  guiky 
of,  to  prifon,  where  he  remained  till  the  fixth  year  of  dK 
Khalifat  of  Harun  Al  Rajhtd,  But  that  prince  having  releaM 
him,  he  retired  to  Mecca^  and  refided  there  till  his  deatk 
After  AlMohdi  had  removed  him  from  the  honourable  poftfae 
for  fome  time  filled,  he  fubftituted  KabadEbn  Saleby  a  pefiba 
of  uncommon  abilities,  in  his  room  "• 
Tbeophi-      Hasana,  to  whom  Jl  Mobdi*%  death  has  been  afcrifaetf 
lus  Edcf-  by  fome  of  the  eaftern  writers,  having  been  commanded  hj 
fcnus  dits  the  Khaltf  to  attend  him  in  his  journey  to  forj&n^  imagtoel 
alitilebe'tY^^X,  his  intended  conference  witR  his  fon  HarUn  Al  Re^ 
^^  vc      ^^^  owing  to  the  advice  of  Theophilus  of  Roha^  or  Ed^Jffa^  tM 
JChalif.      f^^  Qj-  qiQ^a^  Edejfenus,  a  Chrijiian^  and  his  chief  aftrologer, 
whom  he  comfulted  on  all  emergent  occafions.  She,  therefore^ 
fent  him  an  infoient  meflage ;  upbraiding  him  with  his  paft 
condu£t,  and  wi(bing  that  God  would  foon  deliver  them  fnm 
him,  by  putting  a  period  to  his  days.     To  which  he  replied^ 
that  he  had  never  attempted  to  perfua.de  th^  Khaltf  to  under** 
^  take  the  journey  (he  mentioned ;  thatywith  regard  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  the  approach  of  which  flie  fo  earnefUy  defired!; 
he  knew  it  was  fixed,  and  at  hand  ;  but  that  neverthelefs  tbii 
was  not  owing  to  her  prayers,  and  that  as  foon  as  (he  (hootf 
be  informed  of  it,  (he  ought  to  c6vcr  her  own  head  widi- 
duft.     The  meaning  of  the  latter  part  of  this  anfwer  (be  (fid 
not  underhand  till  twenty  days  after  the  aftrologer's  deaths 
when' that  of  >4Vil/<7A^/  himfelf  likewife  happened';  but  the* 
(he  eafily  comprehended  the  purport  of  his  predidion,  whick 
flood  in  no  need  of  any  farther  interpretation!     To  ytAxM 
has  been  already  obferved  of  this  Theophilus  Edejfenus  we  IhaO 
here  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  ftile  of  his  Syriac  verfion  of 
the  Iliad  is  reckoned  very  elegant  and  polite  by  fome  of  thu 
jfrab  writers ;  and  that  he  feems  to  have  tranflated  the  Odyfjhf 
as  well  as  the  lliad^  into  that  language,  according  to  jftir'/i 
Faraj  w. 

« 
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At,  MoHDi  bad  another  great  favourite  befides  bis  princi- Al  Moh- 
pal  aftrologer,  or  rather  z&ionomti yTbeophilUs  Edeffenus^  and  di's/^- 
that  was  Ifoy  his  phyfician,  Turnamed  M  Sidalani^  or  the  apo-  cian  Ifa  a 
.thecary^  l>ecaure  he  was  originally  of  that  profeffion,  and  didj?'*'^'/^' 
not  pretend  to  any  great  (kill  in  phyfic.     Al  Khizaratiy  one  ci'^^oritt, 
Al  MdbdTz  beft- beloved  concubines,  a  native  of  Medina^  be- 
ing indifpofed.  Tent  a  irtaid  with  fome  of  her  urine,  to  a  phy^ 
fician,  in  order  to  learn  the  caufe  of  her  diflemper  \  giving 
her  a  ftriS  charge  at  the  fame  time  not  to  difcover  the  perfon 
from  ivhom  ftie  came.    The  maid  went  direftly  to  the  (hop 
of  Abu  Koreijh  (for  fb  likewife  was  Ifa  called)  and  (hewed  him 
her  lady's  urine ;  telling  him,  that  it  belonged  to  a  poor  wo- 
man, who  ftood  in  great  need  of  his  ailiftance.     A  poor  wo- 
man !  (aid  he ;  m^  this  came  from  an  illujirious  princefs^  who 
•  is  vfitA  child  of  a  king.    The  maid  immediately  reported  this 
to  jfl  Khizaran^  who  afterVards  made  Ifa  a  prefent  of  two 
Aiaiptuous  ve(b  and  300  dinars,  and  promifed  to  procure  him 
admiffion  into  the  Khallf*s  family,  if  the  latter  part  of  what 
'ic  had  told  the  maid  (houfd  prove  true.  This  vaftly  aftoni(hcd 
Abu  Koreijh,  who  pubiickly  declared;  that  what  he  had  faid 
muft  have  proceeded  from  a  divine  impulfe,  fince  he  fpolce  aC 
vandom,  and  in  reality  knew  nothing  of  the  grand  perfonage 
bjr  ivhom  the  maid  had  been  fent  on  this  occafibn*     How- 
ever,  Al  Khizardn  being  brought  to  bed  of  a  prince,  after- 
Wards  named  Mufa  Al  Hadi,  who  fucceeded  his  father  in  the 
Kbaltfatj  in  due  time,  (he  communicated  the  whole  affair  to 
li%c.Khalif'y  who  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  it,  that  he  fent  for 
Abu  Koreijh,  made  him  his  phyfician,  tho*,  upon  examination, 
lie  found  him  not  to  underftand  much  of  phyfic,  and  heaped 
njany  favours^  upon  him.     But  notwithflanding  his  good  fcr- 
tone,  Abu  Koreijh,  or,  if  we  pleafe,  Ifa  M  Sidaidni,   was 
jBever  honoured  with  a  place  amongft  the  principal  phyiicians 
by  the  Arabs  ». 

As  to  his  perfon,  Al  Mohdi  was  tall,  handfome,  though  ht  A  ^fcrip^ 
bad  a  white  (peck  in  his  right  eye,  and,  like  the  grnerality  of //Vn  o/Al 
die  Arabs',  of  d  fwarthy  complexion.     With  regard  to  his  Mohdi*i 
diipo(ition,  he  was  liberal  and  munificent,  or,  according  toferjonarid 
tothers,  prodigal  and  profufe,  as  he  di(fipated  in  a  vcry&oTt^^^''^^*''* 
time  the  immenfe  treafures  left  him  by  his  father  Abu  jaafar 
'Al  Aianftir.     He  was  alfo  magnanimous  and  brave,  and  ex- 
tremely beloved  by  his  fubje£h,  on  account  of  his  impartial 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  the  averfion  •  he  always  difco-* 
vered  to  an  effufion  of  human  blood.     He  has  likewife  been 
confidered  by  fome  of  the  Aiah  writers  as  religious  and  de- 
vout ;  tho'  others  of  them  have  not  been  fo  willing  to  admit 

^  Greg.  AbvVFaraj,  ubi  Tup.  p.  229,  230. 
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that  part  of  his  charadler.  Being  once  in  the  mo(que  at  Cufa^  . 
and  upon  the  point  of  beginning  the  public  prayers,  one  of 
the  rabble  faid  to  him,  I, have  not  yet  perfomudtbe  ahlutisg^ 
and  yet  I  would  willingly  join  with  you  in^Ae  public  frayeru 
Upon  which,  the  KballfRopped  in  the  middle  of  the  mofquCi 
till  the  Jrsii  had  wafhed  and  purified  himfelf  in  a  proper  man- 
lier.    In  his  pilgrimage  to  Mecca^  he  was  attended  by  ai  peribtt 
of  great  fan&ty,  named  AlManfur  AlHajaniyViho  Imng  with 
huh  in  the  Caaba^  when  he  diftributed  large  fums  amoi^ 
the  people,  there,  the  Khali/ (did^  Do  you^  Al  Manfilr,  dt^g  m* 
thing  of  me?    The  other  replied,  /  am  ajhamed  to  defurt  aa^ 
thing  m  the  houje  of  God  but  God  himfelf.    Al  M^bdi^  up* 
on  his  return  from  the  pilgrimage,  found  himfelf  fo  tou<^ei 
by  the  pious  fentiments  infpired  into  him  by  that  devout  ex* 
prefEon,that.he  threw  himfelf  upon  the  ground,  and  addreflei 
himfelf  to  the  Deity  in  the  follo^wng  term's  ^  Jfh  O  Lo&Di* 
am  to  be  punijhedy  I  JhaU  chearfully  undergo  whatever  cbafiUit^ 
ment  ldejerve\  buty  O  Lord,  look  upon  none  of  the  faitbfm  OM 
thine  enemies  on  my  account.  After  which,  he  made  Al  AiamfSif 
jf I Hajani J  for  the  reproof  be  had  given  him,byfuggefting,diaC 
he  ought  never  to  confound  earthly  with  heavenly  things,  a 
prefent  of  10,000  dinars.    It  has  been  regarded  likei^ife  as  m 
inftance  of  this  Khallfs  liberality,  as  well  as  of  his  indio**^ 
tion  to  encourage  learned  men,  that  he  ordered  Afertvdn  Ek^ 
Abu  Hafasj  oi)eof  his  fubjeds,  for  feventy  diilichs  of  Arabk 
verfes.that  he  had  compofcd,  the  fum  of  70,000  dirbrmu 
The  following  remarkable  flcr^,  that  has  been  told  of  him  bv 
Ahmed  Ebn  Mohammed  Abdaljaafar  Al  Kazwiniy  may  alfo  be 
confidered  in  a  fimilar  light,  and  is  too  entertaining  to  hf 
omitted  here  \ 
Apleafant     Al  Mohoi,  being  one  day  engaged  in  a  hunting.niatd% 
ad*6enturt  ft  rayed  from  his  attendants,  and,  being  prefixed  with  hung^ 
befalls  tbuznl  thirft,  was  obliged  to  betake, himfelf  to  an  Arab*s  tefl| 
Khaltf.     that  be  difcovercd,  in  ordejf  to  meet  with  fome  refrcfluneat. 
The  poor  man  immediately  brought  out  his  coarle  bioiM 
bread  and  a  pot  of  milk  to  the  Rkallf     Al  Mohdi  alked  Hm 
if  he  had  nothing  elfe  to  give  him ;  upon  which,  the  ArJ^^ 
went  diie£tly  to  fetch  a  jug  of  wine,  and  prefented  it  to  liV|b ' 
After  the  Tihalifh^id  drunk  a  good  draught,  he  deoiandedw 
the  y^rab  whether  he  did  not  know  him  ? .  The  other  haviiH 
anfwered,  that  he  did  not ;  I  would  have  you  knew  tbgn^  1^ 
plied  Al  Mohdi  y  that  I  am  one  of  the.  principal  fiords  of  A^ 
Khalifa  court.     After  he  had  taken  another  draught,  he  poK 

^  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  Al  Makii^,  p.  107,  loS.  Kao3ii* 
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the  fame  queftion  to  the  Jrab  ^^  before ;  who  therteUpoh  an- 
fvircring,  Have  not  I  already  told  you  that  /  know  you  not  ?  Al 
Mohdi  returned)  I  am  a  much  greater  f&fon  than  I  have  made 
you  believe.  Then  he  drank  again,  and  afked  his  landlord  the 
third  time,  whedier  he  did  not  knoi^  him  i  To  which  the 
oAer  replied,  that  he  might  depend  upon  the  truth  of  the  anfwer 
Ikhadaireacfy  given  him.  1  am  then^  faid  AlMohdi^  the  Ivha- 
Hf,  hefere  whom  all  the  world projirate  themfelves.  The  Arab 
00  foonelr  heard  thofe  words  than  he  carried  off  the  pitcher^ 
and  would  not  fuller  his  gueft  to  drink  any  more.  Al'Mehdt^ 
being  furprized  at  this  a£tion,  alked  him  why  he  carried  off  his 
wine?  The  Arab  repiied,  Becaufe  I  afH  afraid  that^  if  y^^ 
fake  a  fourth  draughty  you  wiU  tell  me  you  are  the  prophet  Mo- 
hammed ;  arid  if  by  chance  a  fifth^  that  you  are  God  Al- 
mighty himfelf.  This  gentle  wipe  fo  pleafed  the  Khalifa 
that  he  could  not  forbear  laughing  at  it ;  and  being  foon  re- 
joined by  his  people,  he  ordered  a  purfc  df  filver,  and  a  fin<5 
Veft,  to  be  given  the  poor  man^  who  had  entertained  him  iii 
fo  hoTpitable  a  manner.  Upon  which,  the  Arab^  in  a  tranf- 
port  of  joy  for  the  good  fortune  he  had  met  with,  faid  to  the 
Khaltf  IJhall  henceforth  take  you  fidr  what  yon  pretend  to  bt^ 
even  though  you  jhouid  make  your f elf  two  or  three  times  more  con* 
fiderabU  than  you  have  done  ^. 

We  have  already  obferved  from  an  Arab  authoi*  of  good  Somi  otk^ 
repute,  that  Al  Mohdi  died  in  a  village  called  Al  Rudy  in  t\\t  t^rticu- 
territory j  or  diflrid,  of  iAafabdan\  and  that  he  was  buried  in  f^'^*  ^'' 
the  fame  place.  He  alfo  affirms  this  Khallf  to  have  been  but  39  ^f'l'^i  '•  < 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death ;  which  runs  couriter  to  *"**  . 
What  has  been  advanced  on  that  head  by  other  Writers.     An- 
other hiftorian,  or  rather  arinalifl,  informs  us,  that  Madi  (for  (b 
he  calls  Al  Mohdi  J  had  alfo  the  name  of  Mohammed^  ind  was 
fucceeded  by  his  Ion  Mofes^  or  Mufa»     The  firfl  day  of  his 
teigrt  was  Sunday^  and  the  lafl  frednefday.     The  captain  of 
his  guards  was  Nafr  Ebn  Nofair  Ebn  Malec  Al  KhoTuFi,  and^ 
after  him,    Hamzah  Ebn  Malic  Ebn  Abfallah\    his  judget 
Mehammtd  Ebn  Abd^allah  Ebn  Alafa  and  Afiyd  EbH  fezid^ 
^\io  exercifed  their  fun£lion  together  in  the  ereat  mofque  at 
Baghdad  \  and  his  chamberlains  Sdlam  Abwdjh^,  Fadl  Ebn  At 
Rabiay  and  jfl  Hofein  Ebn  Rdjhed,     LafUy,  the  infcription  pf 
his  feal  was,  God  is  my  fu^dency^  or  My  fufficiency  is  of 
■QoD  «. 

^  AkMBD  EUfi  MqhamMed  Abd^aljaaI^arVVl  l^AzwiKi,  in 

Ni^biari/.  *  EuTYCH.  obi  fup.  p.  402,  403.    ThbO- 

YHAN.  chronograph,  p.  J8j.  Abu  Jaafar  AlTaBar.  Al  M^-* 
ai,  obi  fup.  p.  109. 
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« 

S  E  C  T.    XXIV. 

Mufa  AI  1J[  A^UN  Al  Rashid,  jII  MohdPs  fecond  ion,  being  wish 
Hadi/Kr-  ^-^  his  father  at  the  time  of  iiis  death,  objiged  all  the  pco^ 
€eeds  Al  about  him,  and  particularly  thofe  who  were  jnembeis  of  the 
Mohdi  in  houfe  o^HaJhem^to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  brotha 
tht  i6gth  Muja  Al  Hadi^  and  fcnt  advice  of  this  into  all  parts  of  die 
ytar  e/^'^' empire ;  upon  which,  he  was  unanimoufly  proclaimed  Kb§^ 
^^J^*-  by  the  inhabitants  of  Baghdad.  Harun  Jikewife  difpatched 
an  cxprefs  to  his  brother  Al  Hddiy  then  in  yorjdny  with  aa 
account  of  what  had  happened,  and  advifed  him  to  make  al 
poffible  hafte  to  Baghdad-^  where,  after  his  arrival,  be  confli^ 
tuted  Al RabUoxRabk^  his  prime  miniftcr,orf^l^.  The  ianie 
year,  according  to  Ahu' I  Far ajy  he  maiTacred  great  numbcn 
of  his  fubje£is  who  had  embraced  Zendicijm^  becaufe  they  li- 
diculed  the  pilgrims  who  went  in*procefiion  round  the  Caebg. 
'The  Arabs y  who  profefled  Zendiafmy  if  we  will  believe  Eb9 
iCaJfemy  were  a  fort  of  Sadducees^  or  rather  ManicheeSy  wfaa 
maintained  the  exigence  of  two  principles.  Light  and 
Darkness,  and  permitted  marriage  to  be  contraded  betwecB 
the  neareft  relations.  At  firft,  the  Zendiaes  taught,  tlu( 
men  ought  to  preferve  themfelves  from  (in,  applied  their 
thoughts  intirely  to  the  other  world,  defpifed  the  good  things 
of  this,  and  abfiatned  from  all  animal  food.  But,  in  proceft 
of  time,  they  introduced  the  worfhip  of  the  two  prii^cipkl 
above-mentioned,  denied  that  the  firft  degrees  of  confangutnity 
prohibited  marriage,  and  defp;fed  all  the  other  religions  of  Che 
country  where  they  lived.'  Amongft  others  infe&d  vrith  Z«i* 
di'cifm,  AlHadi  put  to  death  Yacub  Ebn  Al  FadlEbn  Abd'akA- 
man  Ebn  Al  Abbas ;  whofe  daughter  FaUma^  after  ber  fathcr't 
death,  confefTed  that  (he  had  been  got  with  child  by  him.  k 
appears  from  fome  of  the  eaftern  wri^s,  that  jfl  HaJi  un* 
dertook  an  expedition  into  the  provinces  of  yorjm  and  A^ 
zandiran^  or  Tabarijiany  in  his  father's  life-time  ;  and  that  he 
was  in  the  former  of  thofe  provinces  when  that  prince  died* 
It  alfo  may  be  inferred  from  fome  of  thofe  authors,  that 
Mohdly  a  little  before  his  death,  fent  him  with  a  body 
troops  in  queft  of  the  Zendic/tiy  in  order  to  bring  them  to  o 
dign  punifhment ;  which  orders  he  executed  with  honour,  aal 
to  the  Khal,f*s  entire  fatisfiadtion.  We  muft  not  omit  oIk 
ferving  here,  that  M.  D*Herbelot  is  guilty  of  a  great  miftake^ 
wheo  be  afierts  Al  Mohdi^  in  dire£l  contradidion  to  all  the  bcft 
Arab  hiftorians,  to  have  died  at  Baghdad  ^. 

The 

^  Greg.  Abu^l-Faraj,  ubi  fap.  p.  230.    Abu  Jaabar  Ak 
Tabar.  Al  Makin^  ubi  fup.   Ebn  Kassem^  Bvtych.  jibi  fup. 


C.  i.  th  Hifiary  if  the  Arabs;  je  j 

Ths  fame  year,  that  is,  the  169th  of  the  Hijroy  AlHdiij  Al  kadi 
by  hb  brother  Harun  M  Rafiid's  influence,  was  inaugurated,  (naugu- 
without  any  oppofition,  at  Baghdad,     Here  he  arrived  from  ^^0^  ^f 
ymjm  and  Ma%anderdny  called  fometimea  by  the  Jmis  Taia-  Baghdad. 
ttftan^  th^  inhabitants  of  which  provinces  he  had  reduced  to  the 
cA)edienoe  of  the  KhtdifAl  Mobdi ;  who,  from  the  meafureis  he 
intended  to  have  purfued  at  the  time  of  bis  death,  in  favour  oE 
M  Rt^tidj  fisems  to  have  been  jealous  of  him;     Soon  after  his 
arrival  at  Baghdad^  Al  Hadi  removed  AlFadlEbn  Saleb  from 
lhtff>YtxnmctitofEgypty  suiAtvb&itutKdA^iEimSffiimtinEim, 
jSi  Ein  Akifallah  Ebn  AlAhbds  in  his  room.  The  courier  dif- 

E Itched  by  Har(tn  Al  Rajbid  to  his  brother  Ai  hcdi^  after  hi3 
therms  deaths  vws  Salmat  Al  IFasif^  Al  Mohdi's  freed -man. 
The  perfon  who  headed  the  rebels  of  Ma%andiran^  or  Tabd^ 
fiftoHy  was  Madar^  the  lotd  of  Hnrmuzy  or  Hormax.  It  haa 
been  already  obierved,  that  the  mother  of  Al  Hadi  was  called 
Kbmtran  by  AbuH-Faraj,  She  was  the  daughter  of  AtOy  one 
of  Jl  M9bdi\  fervants,  and  has  been  denominated  Hin^aran 
fcy  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  «. 

*  Soon  after  his  acceflion,  Hofetn  Ebn  AH  Ebn  Hafan  re-  Hofeih 
belled  againft  Al  Hadu  and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  Ebn  All 
KhaUf  at  Mtdina ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  city  declared  Ebn  Ha- 
openiy  for  him«    From  thence  he  marched  to  Mteca^  and  put  f^^  rthtU 
10  the  fword  all  the  pilgrims  there  known  to  be  members  of  Hf^^^fi 
'tte  houfe  of  Al  Abbas.    This  revolt,  neverthejete,  coft  the  fvL^^'^- 
mily  of  ^/<  very  dear.     For  the  Khali/,  havii^  defeated  if^i^ 
JatL,  cut  oflF  his  head,  as  ^ell  as  thofe  of  a  great  number  of 
'his  adherents,  and  deprived  his  family  of  all  the  penfions  and 
appointments  that  they  had  enjoyed  by  a  particular  privilege. 
ibfein  had  thecharader  of  a  valiant  and  very  liberal  prince* 
He  is  faid  to  have  diflributed  40,000  dinars^  which  the  Khali/ 
had  one  day  given  him,  amongft  the  citizens  of  Baghdad  and 
Cufdj  and  aftetwards  to  have  retired  to  his  houfe  at  Aledina 
in  a  furred  veft  only^  without  fo  much  as  a  fhixi  under  it.  Be- 
fore he  took  up  arms  againft  the  Khali/  he  ordered  a  procla- 
mation to  be  made,  whereby  he  manumitted  all  the  flaves  who 
fliould  defert  their  mafbrsv  and  take  on  in  his  fervice.  By  this 
'  means  be  formed  acohiiderable  army,  which  he  flattered  him- 
felf would  enable  him  to  difpute  the  Khali/at  with  Al  Hidij 
I  txA  even  enable  him  to  mount  the  M§fiim  throne;     But  he 
was  not  a  little  ituftaken  in  tbis ;  for  his  forces  were  over- 

p.  404^405.  TBaoaaXn.  ubifap.  DiiEaitEL.  Bibliotb.  orients 
art.  f^A^'y  p.  415.  ^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al    ^ 

Makin,  ubifup.  p.  119.  Grso.  AbuVFara/,  ubi  fup.  p.  227^ 
1291  2;o.  VaKut,  ^vttcR.  ubi  fup. 

.X  a  thrown 


tfarown  ly  a  handful  of  difctpUned  and  rcgidtr  traaps  fenr 
againft  them  by  the  Khalif,  Thisphanes  calls  tkia  pnaot 
Mofis^  and  his  father  Mohammed^  as  well  as  Madi^  Init  he 
fays  not  a  word  of  Hofria^s  defedioo,  nor  mf  the  ded£ve  ac« 
tion  confequcnt  thereupon  <*. 
Al  Hadi  The  next  year,  being  the  170th  of  tbc  Hyrm^  Mifii  M 
£eu  Hads^  finding  himfelf  now  fetded  upon  the  riMrone,  formed 

a  defign  to  exclude  his  brother  Harun  Jl  Ri^tidy  aocvitk* 
fhnding  the  good  offices  he  had  done  him,  ftom  the  fiicci^ 
lion.  Uis  view  herein  was  to  advance  his  own  fon  yaafmr  \m 
the  Khahfaiy  who  was  not  yet  arrived  at  the  age  of  puberty. 
But  Yahya  Ebn  KbaledEhn  Barmac^  a  perfon  of  great  repit* 
tation  for  his  prudence,  and  who  filled  the  importaiit  poft  of 
Fijir^  endeavoured  to  diibade  him  from  canning  fiich  a  dcfiga 
into  execution,  by  reprefenting  to  htm,  that  the  MtfioK^ 
would  not  be  fatished  with  a  Khalifa  who  coidd  not  per&na 
divine  fervice  in  the  mofque,  conduft  them  in  thdr  piigam- 
age  to  MeccOy  and  march  at  their  head  againft  an  enemy* 
The  Khahf  pretended  to  be  convinced  by  his  reafcming,  airf 
to  approve  of  his  advice ;  but  he  gave  Hartbamabj  a  pcrfiui 
^  in  whom  he  could  intircjy  confide,  private  orders  to  kill  Us 
brother  Hatun^  and  Yabya  his  yijir.  For  that  purpofe,  ha 
kept  him  one  night  concealed  in  his  palace.  Bat,  about  mid- 
night, Harthamah  heard  the  voice  oi  Kbixarau^  the  K^dif% 
mother,  calling  him  by  bis  name,  and  bidding  him  come  Ae 
Al  Hadi  dead  upon  his  bed.  That  prince  died  fuddenlj  of  a 
cough,  which  feized  him  after  he  had  drank  a  g^a6  of  waler* 
He  was  jealous  of  his  brother  HarHtn^  and  the  mere  fo»  as 
their  mother  had  difcoiwt^d  a  greater  afiedioa  for  the  latter 
than  the  former  on  ievcral  occaiions.  But  fhe  prevented  hb 
project  from  taking  efled,  by  giving  him  a  fufade  poilbn  that 
carried  him  off  by  coughing  and  fneeaing.  AJkds^  a  Perfim 
poet,  compofed  a  diftich  upon  this  tragical  event,  wherein  he 
feys,  that  tbi hkodrftwo  bretbirs is  thefigme^  a$  heit^fnrmii 
if  due  fame  miikf  and  that  tbebrotber  whoftadi  tbis  is  a  bmm^ 
iide  of  Ins  mother  as  well  as  of  his  brttber*  We  are  iofbrmed 
by  ^xiArab  write.,  that  when  Yalya  attempted  to  perfiiade  M 
ficM  not  CO  alter  the  order  of  fucccffion,  he  toid  him>  .that  if 
he  prevailed  upon  the  people  to  violate  their  eagagements  ta 
his  brother  Harun^  this  would  give  them  a  mean  opinion  of 
public  £iiith;  but  that  their  veneration  for  fitdi  engagements 
would  be  heightened  by  a  contrary  condud ;  that  the  nohlefie, 
of  whom  he  named  a  confiderable  number,  would  never  come 
into  fuch  a  fcheme ;  and  that  confequently  this  would  pave  the 
way  to  hisSonyaafar*s  exc!ufion*ffom  x^tMofiem  throne.  Some 

a 

'        '  XttOKDEMiR,  THioPKiUi.  chioftograph.  p.  ^85. 


C.  I.  fte  H0^  of  At  AriA&  .^»5 

t£  the  Ag^thYiJkuMSA  fdli«»  that  he  firft  «ndeftvomed  lo  it^ 
ftroy  his  mother^  by  fending  her  a  poifoned  goofe ;  but  diat 
this  not  Hiceting  with  faccefd,  ihe  foon  after  fmothered  him 
with  a  i^llow,  as  (he  attended  him  in  a  fit  of  ficknefs.  Bt 
that  as  it  wilU  ht  died  at  BagffslaJ^  or  rathtr  Ifiibad^  a  place  a  ^ 

litde  Krithout  the  city^  on  Friihy  the  14th  day  of  the  latter  ^ 
X^t  after  he  bad  reigned  one  year,  two  months,  and  twenty^ 
two  days.  He  was  buried  near  the  fpot  where  he  died,  and' 
his  brother  Harun  Al  Rajhtd  performed  the  funeral  fervict 
JDvcr  him.  He  is  faid  by  fome  authors  to  have  been,  at  the 
time  of  his  death;  twenty-fonr,  by  others  twenty*fire,  aiid^ 
laftly,  by  others,  twenty^fix  years  of  age  *. 

When  At  Hidi  commanded  Hurthamah  to  afiaffiaate  his  Al  Hldi*# 


iNTother  Har&n  Al  RafiAdy  and  Yabya  his  Vij^r^  he  affigned  the  mothtr^  , 
following  reafon  for  that  order,  vi%,  becau/e  the  latter. was  his  ouordin^ 
4eclared  enemy,  and  had,   by  bis  feditious  difcourfes,   at-  ^o/cm  tf 
tempced  to  alienatcthe  aff(»&ioos  of  his  fubjeds  from  him,  as  ^^^  .^"^ 
well  as  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  engage  them  in  favour  '^S^^'^^* 
of  the  former*    He  alfo  commanded  him,  after  that  double '^^"^,^y 
execution,  to  put  to  the  fword  all  the  defendants  of  Ali  that  ^^^^y 
could  be  found  in  any  part  of  his  dominions,  and  then,  with  a 
body  of  his  troops,  to  furprize  the  city  of  Cpfa  \  to  which,  after 
be  had  drawn  from  thence  all  the  partizans  of  the  houfe  of  Ai 
AMi$^  he  was  to  fet  fire,  and  reduce  it  tntirely  to  a(hes.  Hav'^ 
ihamAh  would  have  excufed  himfelf  from  being  concerned  in 
lb  bloody  a  fcbeme,  by  alledging,  that  he  had  not  a  number  of 
tioops  fuflicient  to  execute  fuch  a  ^rand  defign«    But  the 
jC6tf/(/*  threatened  him  with  death  if  he  did  not  comply  with 
hb  ordcr^  left  him  abruptly,  and  retired  into  the  private  apart*. 
ments  of  his  palace ;  from  whence  a  few  moments  after  ar- 
rived the  news  of  his  expiring  fuddenly  in  the  manner  al* 
ready  related.    We  are  told  by  Abn^l-Farajy  that  Kkiazar/tn^ 
who  governed  with  an  arbitrary  fway,  having  one  day  prefied 
AI  Hadiy  with  an  uhufuad  warmth,  to  grant  her  a  favour  (he 
hwi  promifed  to  obtain  for  one  of  her  dependents,  which  he 
refufed  to  do,  ihe  went  off  in  a  heat ;  declaring  (he  would 
never  for  the  future  put  tip  any  petition  to  him.  Upon  which^ 
he  £iid  to  her,  in  an  angry  tone,  ^*  Keep  within  your  doors, 
<<  and  m'uid  your  own  bufinefs ;  if  I  fbould  hereafter  be  in«> 
^^  formed,  that  any  of  my  officers  apply  to  you  for  favours,  i 
<^  will  order'  his  head  to  be  dit  offl     How  comes  it  about, 
^  that  my  courtiers  attend  your  levee,  from  morning  till 
^^  evening,  in  Aich  crouds  ?     What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ? 

^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makiiv,  ubi  fnp.  p.  flo. 
KaoHDSiiia^  Assad,  poet.  Perf.  Greo.  Abv^l^J^abaIv  nfai  fnp. 
p.  231.  £uTTCB«  abifup. 
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•J  4$  ^e  Hificry  of  ihe  Arsjbf.  B.L 

c* 'Have  you  not  a  wheel  and  a  diftafF  wherewith  to  employ 
f<  yourfelf,  or  a  book  to  put  you  in  mind  of  your  duty,  or, 
<<  laftly,  a  houfe  to  reiide  in  ?''    This  inraging  her  to  the 
laft  degree,  (he  inftantly  vowed  revenge ;  and  accordingly  or* 
dered  the  maids  (he  fent  to  attend  him,  in  a  fit  of  ficknefs  dial 
foon  enfued,  to  fufFocate  him,  as  related  above.     As  foon  as 
he  was  dead,  (he  commanded  Harthamah  to  apprize  her 
younger  fon  Har^n  of  what  had  happened,  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  immediately  aflerting  his  right  to  the 
Moflem  throne.     Hence  it  appears,  that  different  accounts  of 
fhis  prince's  death,  as  well  as  the  true  caufe  of  it,  have  been 
handed  down  to  us  by  the  beft  oriental  hiftorians  ^ 
4dff€rip'      With  regard  to  his  perfon,  Al  Hadi  had  a  large  mouth, 
^ion  of  ifr/jcontraded  his  upper  lip,  was  tall,  corpulent,  and  of  a  foir  com- 
ftrfon,  and^^txion.     He  was  likewife  extremely  robuft,  and  an  cxcelient 
€baraiier,  horfeman.     As  to  his  difpofition,  he  was  magnanimous  aod 
brave,  as  well  as  liberal  on  fome  occaiions ;  tho*  be  has  not 
been  reprefentcd  by  any  of  the  Arab  writers  as  very  prcrfufiMif 
his  favours.     He  one  day  repeated  an  Arabic  verfe,  and  de- 
fired  Yufef  Al  Sokaii^  a  pretty  noted  poet,  to  produce  feme 
others  of  the  fame  fort;  which  he  did,  and  received  for  a  re- 
ward no  more  than  ten  dirhems.     However,  we  are  told  by 
another  author,  that  Merman  Ebn  Abu  Hafidhj  a  very  cele- 
brated Arab  poet,  having  once  prefented  fome  of  his  pieces  to 
him,  this  prince,  who  was  a  good  judge  of  fucb  performances^ 
as  evidently  appears  from  fome  of  his  poems  ftill  extant,  dif- 
covered  fuch  beauties  in  them,  that  he  was  extremely  pleaM, 
and  faid  to  him,  Chufe  for  your  trouble^  by  way  ofrgeom^ma^ 
either  to  receive  immediately  30,000  dirhems,  tfr   100,000, 
ajter  y<iu  have  gone  through  all  the  delays  and  formalities  ef  tbt 
exchequer.     The  poet  anfwered  pleafantly.  Give  ms  30,000 
now^  and  100,000  hereafter.     Which  repartee  was  fo  wdi 
taken  by  AlHddi^  that  he  ordered  the  intire  fum  of  130,000 
dirhems  to  be  immediately  paid  him.     The  captain  of  ha 
guards  was  AbVallah  Ebn  ffazem  Ebn  Hozaimab  Al  Teumniy 
and,  »after  his  abdication  of  that  poft,  Abdtallah  Ebn  AfilnJO 
Khoz^*r\  his  counfellors  Rabi  Ebn  Tunas  and  OmarEbn  AlReUi 
bis  judges  /ibu  YufefYaHb  Ebn  Ibrahim^  a  perfon  intimatdy 
acquainted  with  Abu  Hantfa^  who  went,  as  we  may  term  it, 
the  weftern  circuit,  and  Said  Ebn  Abiahrahman^  who  went 
the  eaftem ;  and  his  chamberhins  Al  Rabi  and  jff  Fadl^  his 
fon.     In  the  firft  year  of  his  Khalifat^  Abuna  Tabya  was 
elected  ps^triarch  of  the  Jacobites  at  Alexandria^  and  continued 

^  Ahmeih  Ebm  Mohammed  Abd^aljaapar  Ai.  Kazwiri,  is 
JSigbiariJt,  Grbo.  ABu'L-FARA^yObi  fup.  p.  231.  Kromdemie, 
Abv  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  A^  Makin\  ubi  fup. 
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in  that  poft  thirteen  years.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  born^ 
deded  patriarch,  and  died,  on  the  fame  day  of  the  month. 
The  church  at  JUxandria  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  repofe  du- 
ring the  time  he  preiided  over  it.  He  was  very  charitable, 
and  diftributed  amongft  the  poor  of  that  city  a  vaft  quantity 
of  corn,  when  a  grievous  famine  raged  there.  At  Antioch  died, 
IB  jB  Ha£*%  reign,  Dawd^  or  Davids  bifhop  of  Dara^  who 
had  by  violence  intruded  into  the  patriarchate  there ;  whici> 
enabled  Gicrge^  the  lawful  patriarch,  who  had  been  incarce* 
rated  at  Baghdad  many  years,  to  exercife  his  patriarchal  fun- 
fiion  at  Antiocbj  in  the  fame  manner  as  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  aforefaid  fchifin.  Gi§rg€  was  fucceeded  by  k 
perfon  named  Syriac^j  or  Cyriacus^  a  man  of  uncommon 
fandity  and  aufterity  of  life.  The  firft  dav  of  JlHddi's  reign 
was  Thurfdayy  and  the  laft  Friday ;  and  the  inscription  of  his 
fcal,  God  is  my  Loud.  It  has  been  already  remarked,  that' 
the  followers  of  4^u  Hantfa  acquired  a  great  degree  of  repu* 
tadon,  by  being  taken  under  the  protedion  oiAbu  Tu/ef^  his 
chief  juftice,  in  the  Khalifat  of  this  prince  8. 

SECT.    XXV. 

A  L  Hadi*s  death  was  no  fooner  known  than  Harin  Al  Al  H^di 
**  Ra/htd  was  faluted  emperor  of  the  faithful,  in  the  night  is  fie- 
between  the  14th  and  15th  of  the  latter,  according  to  /Ibu  ceededhj 
Joofar  AlTabariy  or,  if  we  will  believe  Eufychius  and  Ahu^l-  hishroiht^ 
Jaraj^  the  former  RaMj  by  the  inhabitants  of  Baghdad ;  and  Haran  Al 
thofc  of  the  provinces  foon  followed  their  example.    AlRaJhid  Rafliid. 
was  at  this  time  about  twenty- two  years  of  age,  and  a  great 
favourite  of  his  mother  Khizaran^  who  not  a  little  contributed ' 
to  his  acceffion.     One  of  the  firil  things  he  did  was,  to  order 
fome  divers  to  fearch  for  a  ring  given  him  by  his  father,  worth 
100,000  dinars^  that,  to  prevent  its  falling  into  his  brother's 
hands,  he  had  thrown  into  the  Tigris ;  which  being  found,  with- 
out much  difficulty,  he  was  highly  pleafed.    The  night  that  Al 
Hadi dicAy  Khozafma  Ebjs  Hd%erp.  ruflied  into  his  ion'Jaafar*^ 
bed-chamber,  dragged  him  o^it  of  bed^  and  threatened  im- 
mediately to  cut  ofF  his  head,'  if  he  did  not  inflantly  acknow- 
ledge Harun  Al  Rajhid  for  his  fovereigq ;  which,  to  favc  his 
life,  he  was  glad  to  do.     As  Jaafar's  recognition  of  the  new 
KSfiH/*s  authority  was  atteftedf  by  fome  Modems  of  diftindion, 

s  A^u  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makin,  ubi  fap.   p.  iii, 

112.  EurrcH.  ubi  fup.  p.  404 407.  Dionys.  Tblmarens. 

apttd  Jof.  Sim.  AiTeroan.  obi  fup.   ut  et  ipfe  Jos.  Sim.  Asseman.  * 
ibid.    Vide  etiam  D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  art.  AbQu-Hanifab^ 
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tbftt  KhmfiAnia  had  brought  with  bim  for  tUs  pi^pofe ;  the 
fervice  done  Harun  Al  Rafindy  on  this  occafion^  pfoved  ex« 
'         tremely  acceptable  to  that  prince.     Yahya  Ebn  Kkalid  Ehn 
J^artnacy  being  informed  of  M  Hadfs  deaths  came  to  At  Ra^ 
Jhtd  to  acquaint  him  with  the  news,  foon  after  his  brother 
expired ;  and,  before  his  departure,  another  of  the  new  Kba- 
flf's  friends  arrived,  to  Congratulate  him  upon  the  birth  of  a 
ibn,  called  firft  J^d'ailaby  and  afte^^t$^:d»  JI  Mamuny  who, 
after  his  brother  Al  ^xn/iVy-^afcended  the  Mafiem  throAe.     So 
that  the  fame  night  was  famous  for  the  death  of  one  KbdRfy 
the  acceifion  of  another,  and  the  birth  of  a  third.     Al  Rajtii 
bad  likewife  another  font  named  Mohammid^  and  afterwards 
AlAmtny  born  in  the  mou^oiShawal  this  year;  who^  die^ 
he  was  younger  than  Al  Maim&ny  fucceeded  his  father  in  die 
Khalifat,     This   young  prince's  mother  was  Zeheida^    the 
daughter  of  Jaafar^  the  foil  of  the  JCba&f  Abu  J^afar  jH 
Aianfur.     Al  Ro^id  called  Xahya  Ebn  Khuled  Ebn  Bar  mac  bit 
father,  and,  for  his  clofe  and  faithful  attachment  to  him, 
(|:ituted  him  his  prime  minifter,  or  f^j/ir  K 
Thi  «fw        In  the  1 7  ift  year  of  the  Mohammedan  acra,  beginning  fi 
Khalif/?^  ^2^»  jSy*  Al  Rajhid coaftned  the  government  of  Egypt  upon 
points        Afufa  Ebn  I/a  Eh  Mufa  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  AH  Al  Hd^ 
Mufa  W^ujhemiy  as  a  peribn  every  way  qualified  for  fo  important  a  poft. 
Ifa  to  pre-  The  furname  Al  Rgjh\4  denotes  the  righteousj  the  dire£fory  ct 
Jide  otitr    thejufl.  We  are  told  by  fome  of  the  eaftern  writers,  that  when 
%yp(*      Harun  Wfis  apprized  of  his  brother's  death,  and  coniequently  61 
his  own  exaltation  to  the  Khali faU  he  gave  himfclf  up  intirely 
for  fome  time  to  the  reading  of  the  Koran.    As  the  night  of 
Al  HadPs  death  was  fo  remarkable  for  the  relation  it  bore  ta 
three  Khalifsy  it  has  been  denominated  by  fome  of  the  Arabi^ 
th^  nighty  or  rather  the  day^  of  the  family  ^/Hafliem.     It  ap- 
pears from  Abu'l'Farajy   that  Al  Rafindy   being  extremely 
troubled  with  the  head-ach,  commanded  Yahya  Ebn  Kbaket 
Ein  Barmacj  his  f^ijity  to  fend  for  Saihtijbua^  the  (on  of 
George  above-mentioned,  from  Naifab^r;  whom,  after  his  ar<s 
rival  at  Baghdad^  he  prefented  with  a  fumptuous  veft,  befides 
many  other  things  of  great  value,  and  made  him  the  chief  of 
his  phyficians,  the  prefent  year  i. 

^  A^v  Jaafar  AlTabari,  Grig.  Abu'l-Faeaj,  iibirii|v 
p.  23T.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  112.  £utych.  ubi  fap.  p.  406, 
407.'Theophan.  ubi  fop.  p.  389^  '  Abu  Jaafar  Al 

^  ''J  ABAR.    Al  Makin^  ubi  fup.   D^Herbsl.  fiiblioih.  orient,  iq 

^.  Haroun  AlRa/cbii,  P- 43'-    Greg.  Abu'l-F'araj,  ubi  fap. 
p;  ^55.    Georc.  Jac.  Kr^HR^  ubi  fup.  p.  23.    . 
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Thb  Mbwing  youTt  being  the  17  ad  of  the  Hi^r^f,  com- 72# -u;^- 
mcncmg  7«^^  I  ith,  788,  the  Khatif  MRaJhid  tppointed  his  ern  Kh4* 
yoiiBgef  ion,  Al  jfm(n^  his  fucceflbr  in  the  empire ;  and,  after  lif  4^'^. 
him,  fettled  the  right  of  fucceffion  upon  his  elder  ion,  Jl 
Mamun,  He  alfo  made  the  latter  of  tho(e  young  princes  the 
prcfefi  qiKbmtajany  and  all  the  adjacent  regions,  extending 
as  far  as  Hathrnddn ;  and  committed  to  Jtiofor  Bin  Tabya  Ehm 
Khilid  E^  Barm^c  the  care  of  his  education.  About  the 
f;ime  time,  the  daughter  of  die  king  of  the  Khn^rsy  or  Klw'^ 
xmtiSj  known  likewife  by  the  name  of  the  Khakan^  being 
hroi^t  to  Fadl  Ebn  KbaM  Ebn  Barmac^  died  at  Barthaa ; '  and 
her  attendants  returned  to  her  father's  court,  where  they  gave 
out  that  ibe  was  poifoned.  This  induced  that  prince  to  mak^ 
piv|Mnitions  for  a  war  with  the  KhaUf.  Soon  after,  a  body  oJF 
^fidofiem  forces  made  an  irruption  into  the  imperial  territo- 
rial add  penetrated  as  finfas  Epbtfus*  Al  Rafiid  al(b  removed 
Mi^Ebn  Ifoy  during  the  time  ^  this  irruption,  from  the  go- 
vemBEient  of  Egypty  and  fubftituted  Mojkma  Ebn  Tabya  in  his 
room  2  appointing  Amru  Ebn  Mabrdn  colledor  of  the  tribute 
there.  But  he  foon  depofed  Moflema^  and  fent  Mohammed  Ebn 
Zabar  to  fucceed  him.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that 
JWaJrabmdn  -Ebn  Moawiyah  Ebn  Hejhian  Ebn  AbtabnMiC 
Ehn  Merwdn^  the  weftern  Kha^f  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah^ 
died  this,  and  not  the*  preceding,  year,  as  we  find  aflerted  by 
^ideric  of  ToUdoy  aft^  he  had  reigned  about  thirty-three 
years,  in  Spain  ^. 

The  next  year,  being  the  173d  of  the  MoJUm  sera,  the  Jctvii 
fio/r/* deprived  ASohammed  Ebn  Zabar  of  the  government  ofnvat  in 
Egjfpii  and  conferred  upon  TTrnd  Ebn  Hatem  that  honourable  Spain, 
and  lucrative  poft.     In  the  month  of  September^  this  year,  the 
drabs  made  another  irruption  into  the  tctritories  of  the  Greet 
emperor,  and  defeated  a  Chriftian  army  fent  by  that  prince  to 
oppofe  them.     Diogenes^  an  imperial  officer  of  great  merit  and 
bravery,  together  with  feveral  other  commanden,  and  a  vaft 
number  of  foldiers,  perifhed  in  the  a£Kon.   About  this  time,  a 
pvil  war  broke  out  between  Hefidm^  Ab^alrabman's  eldeft 
fen,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  weftern  Khalifat^  and  his  bro- 
ther Solimany  who  preiided  over  the  principality  of  Toledo^  in 
Spain,     The  armies  commanded  by  thofe  two  princes  came 
to  a  general  a£Uon  near  a  fortrefs  called  Bulcbe ;  where,  after 
a  fharp  engagement,  Sojimdn  wasoverthrown,  with  very  great 

« 

*  Greo.  Abo'lFaraj,  ubi  fop.  p.  232.  T»eophan.  chro- 
nograph, p.  390.  Asu  Jaakar  Al  Tabar.  '  Al  Makin,  ubi 
(up.  p.  113.  RoDBnic.  ToLETAN.  h\&.  Arab.  c.  xviii.  p.  18. 
Khondemir.  Vide  etiam  D^HaaaBL.Biblioth.  orient,  art.  Abdal^ 
rabmaa.  Sec,  p.  9. 
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flaughteri,  tnd  Toledo  obliged  to  open  its  gates  to  die  iridor, 
after  it  had  fuftained  a  pretty  vigorous  fiege.     The  battle  of 
Bulche^  according  to  Roderie  of  Toledo^  fo  often  cited  bere^ 
feems  to  have  been  fought  towards  the  dofe  of  the  preient 
year  *. 
The  Arabs     In  the  174th  year  of  the  Hijra^  AlRnfhid  fent  a  powerful 
defeat  the  navy,  with  a  ftrong  body  of  land-fsrces  on  board,  to  invade 
imperial    (he  ifland  of  Cyprus  \  which  was  met  and  attacked  by  the  Cbri* 
S^^'        Jlian  fleet,  under  the  condud  of  Tbeophilus^  duke  or  prince  (rf^ 
Cibyraj   off  the  Chelidonian  promontory.     The  Cbrifiians^ 
after  a  vigorous  adion,  were  intirely  deflated,  and  n^opbUta 
himfelf  uken  prifoner.     Being  brought  before   the  KbaUf 
Harun  Al  Rajhid^  called  Jarm  by  Tbeopbanis^  and   refufing 
'  to  embrace  Mohammedifmy  he  was  put  to  death,  by  that 
prince's  order,  according  to  this  author;  which,  we  muft 
own,  to  us  appears  by  no  means  probable,  as  being  diredly 
repugnant  to  one  of  the  principal  Mojlem  inftitutions.     £#&- 
judn^  after  the  blow  he  had  received  at  Bukbe^  fled  to  MuroM^ 
where  he  reftded  the  greateft  part  of  this  year.  He  alio  ibid  to 
his  brother  Hejham  his  preteniions  to  the  principality  of  which 
he  had  been  deprived,  for  70,000  dinarsi  after  which,  he 
eroded  the  fea,  retired  into  Barbary^  and  was  not  ken  for 
fomc  years  afterwards  in  Spain  «. 
ScmegocJ    •  The  following  year,  being  the  T75th  of  the  Hgjrdy  the 
fbyficians  Khalif  fent  Mil/a  Ehn  Ifa  Ehn  Muja  Al  Hafiami  into  Egyp^^ 
attend  the  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  government  there.     About  the  lame 
Khalif*i    time,  Jaafar  Ebn  Tahya  Ehn  Khakd  Ebn  Barmac  being  taken 
€OMrt,        extremely  iH,  the  Khaiiffent  his  own  phyfician  Bakbttjkua  to 
'    attend  him ;  who  bavins  cured  htm,  Jaajfar  chofe  the  dodor's 
fon  Gabriel  for  his  phyucian,  and  made  him  many  very  va- 
luable prefents.     Gabriel  foon  after  cured  Jaafar  of  another 
diforder,  by  which  he  acquired  no  fmall  degree  of  reputation. 
,  One  of  Al  Rajht^s  concubines  flretching  out  her  hand,  in 
yawning,  it  immediately  grew  ftiff,  and  remained  extended 
in  fuch  a  manner  thatfhe  could  not  draw  it  back.  Nor  couM 
|he  application  of  all  forts  of  liniments  and  unguents  to  it,  as 
prefcribed  by  jthemoft  able  phyGcians  of  the  court,  relieve 
her.     Gabriel^  theisefore,  being  recommended  by  Jaafar  to 
her,  he  waited  firil  upon  the  Khalifa  and  defired  him  to  com- 
mand her  to  appear  publickly  at  his  levee ;  which  being  done, 
he  immediately  approached  her,  and  began,  before  the  whoic 
circle  of  courtiers,  to  undrefs  her.    This  threw  her  into  fuch 

'  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Ma  kin,  ubi  fap.  Thbofhan. 
ubi  fup.  p.  391.  RoDiRic.  Tolbtan.  ubi  fap.  *  Theo« 

phan.  ubi  fup.  p.  392.     RoDERic.  Tolbtan   ubi  fup.    Sale's 
prelim,  difc.  p.  144.. 
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confiilion,  that  (be  made  a  violent  efibrt  with  her  v^hole  body 
to  prevent  him ;  and,  in  the  hurry  and  furprize  this  occa- 
fioned,  feized  upon  the  garment  he  feemed  to  be  going  to  take 
ciff  with  the  part  afieded :  upon  which,  turning  to  the  Kbaltf^ 
he  immediately  cried  out,  ^*  O  emperor  of  the  faithful,  fhe  is 
^^  cured."     Then  ihe  was  ordered  to  move  her  hand  upwards^ 
and  downwards,  backwards  and  forwards,  and  in  all  direc<* 
ttons,  feveral  times ;  after  which,  (he  found  the  ufe  of  it  per- 
kedy  reftored.     This  not  a  little  pleafed  Al  RaJhUy  who 
thereupon  m^dt  Gakrul  a  prefentof  500,000  pieces  of  mo- 
ney.    He  alfo  defired  to  know  what  might  be  the  caufe  df  fo 
fiiange  and  unaccountable  a  diforder.     To  which  Gabriel  re- 
plied, that,  during  the  time  of  coition,  a  thin  humour,  being 
agitated  by  the  motion  and  extenilon  of  heat,  attending  this, 
haA  djfiiifed  itfelf  over  all  parts  of  her  body,  and,  upon  the 
fudden  ceilation  of  that  motion,  was  congealed  in  the  interior 
part  of  the  nerves ;  which  had  obliged  him  to  make  ufe  of  the 
foregoing  artifice,  in  order  to  dilate  th^  heat,  dtilb]  ve  the  humour 
that  was  congealed,  and  reflore  a  perfed  foundnefs  to  the  limb 
whofe  ufe  had  been  loft.     This  anfwer  wonderfully  pleafed 
the  Kha&fy  and  procured  the  dodor  that  prince's  perpetual 
efteem.   At  this  time,  AlRaflAd  had  likewife  for  his  phyfician 
TTohana^  or  YabyaEbn  Mafawiyah^  a  Syrian^  of  the  Chrijiian  re- 
ligion, who,  at  the  Khali/*s  requeft,  interpreted,  or  explained, 
the  writings  of  the  antient  phyficians,  and  ferved  him  and  his 
fucceilbrs  in  the  fame  capacity  till  the  reign  oi  Al  MoiawakkeL 
He  was  greatly  honoured  at  Baghdad^  and  compofed  feveral 
pbyiical  treattfes  in  a  very  elegant  tfile.    He  likewife  founded 
a  fort  of  fchool,  or  gymnafium,  there,  wherein  he  infiruded 
his  fcholars,  or  young  ftudents,  who  were  very  numerous,  in 
every  branch  of  literature,  but  efpecially  phyfic.     He  was  a 
perfon  of  confiderable  humour,  and  feveral  of  his  facetious 
fiiyings  have  been  preferved  by  Abu^l-Faraj.    Cotemporary 
with  this  Yabya  was  SaUh  Ebn  Nabalay  an  Indian^  who  per- 
formed feveral  remarkable  cures,  and  made  no  mean  figure  at 
jtl  Rafii^s  court.  -  But  for  a  farther  account  of  this  phyfi- 
cian, as  well  as  of  Gabriel^  Bakhiijbuc^^  fon,  pur  readers  may 
have  recourfe  to  the  author  laft- mentioned,  who,  in  that 
point,  will  give  them  full  and  ample  fatisfadiion  ». 

The  fame  year,  that  is,  the  i7Sth  of  the  Hejra^  Al  Ra-.  Al  Amin, 
>^^  declared  Mohammed  Al  Amin  his  immediate  fucceflbr,  ac-  declared 
cording  to  AbuJaaf^rAlTabari\  tho*  that  event  feems  to'^'l^ha- 
have  been  placed  three  years  higher  hy  Abiil-Faraj.     The  ^^^-^ '**^" 
poet  Salem  Al  Hajh^  made  foipe  vcrfes  on  this  occafion,^'^''^^' 

»  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Maki«,  nbi  fup.    Gr^q. 
Abu';.  Faraj,  ubi  fiip.  p.  235—240, 
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which  lit^ly  pleafedl  Jl  Amlt/z  mother  Ziitiday'  the  grttoid^ 
dzughttr of ^eKhalifjiiuJaa/arJlJktan/iiri  wbothemipoa 
ordered  him  many  valuable  prcfencs.  We  are  tohl  Uktwikf 
that  Zfhiida  founded  this  very  year  the  city  of  Tamris^  in  the 
province  of  Aderbljan^  aa  her  bufband  had  before  done  anodicr» 
from  him  named  HarMay  on  the  confines  of  CiScia^  SyrUi 
and  Armenia.  About  the  fame  time,  (bme  difputcs,  tint 
had  arifen  between  He/bam^  the  weftem  Khalifa  and  his  bm* 
ther  Ahiallaby  were  terminated,  by  the  retreat  of  the  lattCTf 
who  pafTed  over  the  fea  into  Africa ;  which  reftored  peace  aad 
tranquillity  to  the  Mofltm  provinces  in  Spain  ^. 
'J  rebel'  Thr  next  year,  being  the  176th  of  the  MebammedoM  ana, 
ben  tx'  beginning  Afr^  ^iQtb,  792,  Yahja  Ehn  Abd'aUah  Ehn  Hetjmt 
timgntfiiti,  Bbn  Hojein  Ebn  Ali  Ebn  Abu  Tikb  fet  up  for  himfelf,  in  op 
pofitlon  to  the  KbalifHar&n  Al  Rajbii^  in  the  province  of 
Deylam,  and  raifed  a  powerful  army  to  fupport  him  in  hia  de* 
fedtion.  To  extingutib  this  rebellion,  Harin  fent  an  amy 
of  50,000  men,  under  the  command  oSFadlEbn  Tabja  Eim 
Khaled  Ebn  Barmee^  whom  he  had  appointed  to  prefide  ofer 
Rity^  or  Raja^  J^j^n^  Aljebelj  iti  the  Perfian  Irdky  and  Taha* 
rijidn.  Fadly  being  arrived  in  Khtnrafdn^  wrote  a  kind  letter  to 
Tahyay  and  perfuaded  him  to  fubmit  to  thtKha&fi  who,  upon 
FaM%  application  to  him,  promiied  to  take  him  into  his  pro^ 
tedion.  U  pon  which,  Tahya  diibanded  his  troops,  and  went  with 
Fadi  to  Baghdad ;  where  he  at  firft  met  with  a  gracioua  recep* 
tion  from  Ai  Rafiid^  but  was  afterwards  put  in  irons,  and 
clofely  confined.  The  fame  year,  the  KbaHfttxnon^AMufmEim 
Ifa  Ehn  Mufa  from  the  government  of  Egypt^  and  appointed 
ibrakim  Ebn  SaJek  Ebn  Ali  Al  Hdfifemi  to  fucceed  him  in  that 
poft.  It  may  be  pnDper  to  infiirm  our  readers  here,  that  Dejlmm 
was  bounded  on  the  £•  by  the  region  of  Tabarifian  and  the  A* 
firi£l  of  Ray  ^  on  the  S.  by  the  diftri^  of  Ray^  and  Kavwiny  and 
the  province  of  Aderbijin }  on  the  W.  by  Aderbijdn ;  and  oq 
the  N.  by  the  Hyrcaman  fea*  It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  one 
of  which  is  mountainous,  going  properly  under  the  name  of 
Deylam^  and  the  other  almoft  one  continued  plain,  known  at 
this  time  by  the  name  ofGhUdn,  The  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince  are  called  Dolomites  by  Procepius^  and  Dilimmtes  by  Cr* 
drenus.  But,  for  a  more  copious  defcription  of  it,  our  curious  and 
learned  readers  may  confult  the  authors  here  refeired  to  P* 

*  Abu  Jaafar  At  Tabar!  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  Grec. 
ABv'L-FAftAjy  ubi  fap.  p.  232.  Georq.  Jac.  Kehr,  obi  fup.  p. 
23.  RoDiERic.TotETAiv.Dbt  fup.  "  f  Abu  JaapaR  At 
Tabar.  At  Makim,  ubi  fop.  p.  rT3,*\i<.  Ism,  AautrED.  i% 
geogr.  Georc.  Cedren.  apud  Gol.  in  not.  ad  Alfr;tgan.  p.  20^. 
A<GATHiAS»  t^Rocopi  hill.  Goth.  lib.  iv.  Golu  not.  ad  Alf ra- 
£an.  p.  204— —a  10. 
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Ik  A«  177th  year  of  the  Hgjra^  the  Khalif  made  Jmruthi  lutf- 
Bbn  Afahrin  govtmor  of  £i)^9  in  the  room  of  Ibrahim  Ehn  tint  Kha- 
Sakh^  whom  he  dioughc  fit  to  depofe  1  but,  in  a  month's  time,  'if  He- 
rcilored  him  to  his  former  poft.     However,  Ibrahim  feems  to  ^^mV 
hmw  teen^  not  a  litHe  affeded  with  his  difgrace,  the  reafon  of  ^^^'*  '* 
whkji  has  not  been  handed  down  to  us^  as  he  died  {oon^  ^^'^ 
after.    Jb^allah  Ebn  Zahar  Ebn  Altmiu  who  came  after  ^^^* 
Mm,  was  foon  removed^  and  fucceeded  by  IJhak  Ebn  SclimoH 
jffHaJhimif  whom  Jl  RaftAd  fcnt  to  prefide  o^er  Egypt.    In 
the  month  of  Ssftember  this  year,  a  body  of  the  imperial  forces 
idiranced  to  Tarfits  in  CHiaa,  with  an  intent  to  invade  the 
M9fltm  territories ;  bttt  were  obliged  to  retire  from  thence  the 
foMowing  month,  without  «ccompiifliing  their  deftgn.     Aly* 
ialmiiUc^  one  of  Hefiim^s  generals  \n  Spain^  likewife  marched 
at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army  as  far  as  the  cities  iAN^rbone^ 
er  Nm*b§nn4i^  and  Gircna^  made  himfelf  mafter  of  them,  as  well 
as  of  ail  the  other  places  of  ftrength  fittiated  between  them  and 
the  Mofiem  frontiers,  and  acquired  fuch  a  large  quantity  of  plun- 
der in  this  expedition,  that  the  fifth  part  of  it,  which  fell  to  He^ 
^ftMt  (hare,  amoonted  to  the  value  of  45,000  dinars:  With 
this  that  prince  finiihed  the  great  moique  at  Corduba^  which 
had  been  founded  by  his  father ;  and  obliged  the  ChriJIian  in* 
habitants  of  the  country  he  had  conquered,  and  many  othera 
^  their  brethren  fettled  in  the  neighbouring  provinces,  to 
jwhom  he  was  grown  extremely  terrible,  to  carry  materials  for 
that  purpofe  to  Corduba,  where  he  then  refided.     HeJhAm  alfo 
ercAod  feveral  new  mofques,  and  repaired  fome  old  ones  that 
were  falling  to  ruin,  in  other  places.    He  likewife  built  the 
famous  bridge  at  CordUb^y  that  remained  as  a  monument  of  hia 
magnificence  for  feveral  ages.    This  prince  confulttng  a  fkif- 
ful  aftrologer,  in  order  to  know  thelene:th  and  fortune  of  his> 
.retgn,  he  was  told  by  the  artif^,  that  he  mould  not  prefide  over 
4ke  M9Jkm%  of  Spain  eight  complete  years ;  but  that  his  Kha^ 
Ufat  there  fliouid  be  pro(perous^  and  he  always  prove  fuperior 
to  his  enemies.    This  predtdion  at  firft  greatly  aifeded  He^ 
fifonu,  who  remained  filent  for  fome  time  after  it  was  delivered, 
though  he  amply  revimrded  the  aftrologer  for  the  troub!*:  he 
had  given  him.     He  afterwards  alfo  applied  himfelf  to  the  ex- 
•crcife  of  all  political  virtues,  adminiftered  jufHce  to  the  poor 
with  fo  much  impartiality,  and  treated  the  people  in  general, 
bofii  Mcflems  and  Chrtflians,  that  he  governed,  with  fuch  affa- 
bility and  beiieficence,  that  he  was  almoft  adored  by  the  whole 
body  of  his  fubjeds.     He  firfl  invaded  Galicia  in  the  175th 
year  of  jthe  Hejra^  where  he  then  committed  dreadful  dcvaf- 
tations  ;  but,  on  his  return  home,  was  met  and  attacked  by 
'Vertmundy  or  Bermuda^  though  with  what  fuccefs  we  are  not 
•told  by  any  good  author.    Some  of  the  Spa'nijh  writers,  how- 
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'    ever,  inform  us,  chat,  after  the  redudion  of  Narbont^  Gir^nd^ 
and  the  other  places  above-mentioned,  he  made  an  imipdoii 
into  Bifcay  and  Jfiurias^  laying  wafte  all  the  country  throng 
.which  he  moved ;  but  that  at  lafl  he  received  a  figtial  over- 
throw from  the  forces  commanded  by  Jlphonfus,  or  AlmzM^ 
IL  who  drove  him  from  thence  with  the  ilaughter  of  70,000 
men.    It  muft  neverthelefs  be  owned,  that  this  laft  article  has 
not  been  fo  much^as  mentioned  by  any  of  the  moil  attthcncie 
Jrah  hiftorians  ^. 
Some  com-     The  following  year,  being  the  178th  of  the  Hyra^  M  Ra* 
motions  in  fiid  ordered  IJhak  Elm  StJiman  Al  Ha/hemi  to  retire  from 
Armenia,  Egypt^  aiid  made  HaTuma  Ebn/yan  his  lieutenant  there.  But 
ondCzr    HazSma  did  not  long  remain  in  pofieffion  of  that  honourable 
mach  ^f-  poft ;  being  fenwi  after  baniflied  by  the  KbaUf  into  Africa. 
ir^ed  to   jj^  ^^  fucoceded  by  AMalmaUc  Ebn  Saleh  Ebn  AU  Al  Hi- 
in  thliat^^"^^  who  appointed  AhiaUah  Ebn  AlMofabbib  to  coUca  the 
178         tribute  impofed  on  thofe  who  refufed  to  profefs  IJlam^  and  the 
cuftoms  there,  and  on  iome  occafions  to  officiate  for  bun  in 
the  mofque.  We  muft  not  forget  to  remark,  that  when  Aiifa 
Ebn  Tfa  Ebn  Mtifa  Al  Hkflxm  was  governor  of  Egfpt^  he  re- 
paired and  inlarged  the  gieat  mofque  at  J///r,  and  put  it  imo 
the  form  wherein  it  temaincd  to  the  time  of  Eutycbius,    It 
appears  from  Tbeophanes^  that  fome  commotions  happened  in 
ArTmnia ;  and  that  the  people  of  that  country  delivered  Ae 
fortrefs  of  Camad>y  or  Kamakhy  into  the  hands  of  the  Arabt^ 
the  prefent  year  '. 

Al  Ralhid     I^HE  next  year,  being  the  179th  of  the  Hejra^  Al  R^tfiH 

performs  ^confulted  all  the  principal  do£tors  of  the  law  at  Baghdad^  ta 

filgrimagi^^ovf  whether  he  was  obliged  to  undertake  a  journey  on  toot 

/«  Mecca  to  Mecca ^  in  confequence  of*a  vow  he  had  formerly  made. 

•nfoot.      That  prince  being  in  great  perplexi^  and  diftrefs,  aind  eves 

almoft  overwhelmed  with  the'affliaions  he  found  him&if 

obliged  to  fuftain  in  the  KbaUfat  of  his  brother  Al  HUSt^ 

vowed  to  perform  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  on  focyt,  if  it 

fhould  pleafe  God  ever  to  deliver  him  out  of  thofe  trouUes. 

However,  after  his  elevation  to  the  Khalifat^  many  of  fait 

courtier^  remonftrated  to  him,  that  he  was  under  oo  oblintioa 

to  vifit  the  Caaba  in  the  manner  he  had  propofed.     Upoa 

which,  he  thought  fit  to  apply  to  the  aforefaid  dodors  for  their 

^  Abu  JaAfar  Al  Tabar.  Al  MakIn,  ubi  fap^  p.  114. 
Theophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  3Q4..  Gfioao.  Cbdren.  hiftoriar.  ctm- 
pend.  p.  472.  RoDESLic.  ToLETAN.  nbi  fup.  c.  srviii^  xix, 
p.  18.  19*  Joan.  Vas.  Hifpan.  chronic.  Vide  etiam  Hifpaa.illi 
i^rac.  CQm.i.  p.  705,  706.  Francofarci,  i6o^.  '  Abu  Jaafa|^ 
,  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  Eutych.  abifup.  p,  406,  407. 
Theophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  395,  396. 
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dedfion  in  fo  momentous  a  point;  and  they  being  Unanimotifly 
of  opinion,  that  his  former  vow  was  obligatory,  he  fet  out 
from  Baghdad  for  Mecca^  went  on  pilgrimage  thither,  and  re- 
turned to  his  capital  on  foot,  this  prefent  year ;  which  was 
never  afterwards  performed  by  any  future  KhaUf^  accord- 
ing to  Mu  Jaafar  Ai  Tabari,  We  are  likewife  told,  that 
the  roads  through  which  he  pafled  were  covered  with  rich 
carpets,  and  a  variety  of  ftufis  of  very  confideraUe  prices 
About  the  fame  time,  JI  Rajhtd  alfo  appointed  his  brother 
jfb^allab  Ebn  M  Mohdi^  after  the  difmiiBon  of  /bd^almaUc 
Ebn  Saleby  to  preiide  over  Egypt ;  but,  in  a  fhort  time,  he 
removed  him  from  that  poft^  and  fubfUtuted  Mufa  Ebn  Ifa 
Jl  Hajhemi  in  his  room  ». 

The  fame  year,  that  is,  the  179th  of  the  Mojlem  aera,  ac-  Malcc    - 
cording  to  Mu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari^  tho'  others  arc  of  a  difFe-  ^^^  Ana 
rent  opinion,  died  Abu  Abtallah  Make  Ebn  Am  AlAJbehi  Ar'^''      ' 
AleMnif  the  founder  of  the  fecond  orthodox  (ei\^  who  is  faid 
to  have  paid  great  regard  to  the  traditions  of  Mchamwed,    He 
went  amongfV  the  Arabs  by  the  name  of  the  Imam  of  the  city 
§f  the  flighty  as  he  was  a  native  of  Medina.     He  was  born  4n 

the  year  of  ^^  ^'JS^  9^»  93'  9^'  ^^  95*  C^*^  '^  much  do  thp 
jMoflem  writers  diflFer  about  the  year  of  his  birth)  and  confe^ 
quently  attained  to  a  very  old  age.  Some  of  thofe  writers  pre* 
tend,  that  he  was  three  whole  years  in  his  mother's  womb« 
In  his  laft  illnefs,  a  friend  going  to  vifit  him,  found  him  in 
tears,  and  aflcing  him  the  reafon  of  it,  heanfwered,  **  How 
^'  fhould  I  not  weep ;  and  who  has  more  reafon  to  weep  than 
«*  I?  Would  to  God  that  for  every  queftion  decided  by  me, 
^^  according  to  my  own  opinion,  I  had  received  fo  many 
«^  ftripes!  then  would  my  accounts  be  eafier.  Would  to 
*'  God  I  had  never  given  any  decifion  of  my  own  V  Al 
Gba2Mli  thinks  it  a  fufficient  proof  of  MaUc\  direding  his 
knowledge  to  the  glory  of  God,  that,  being  once  aikcd  his 
opinion  as  to  forty-eight  queflions,  his  anfwer  to  thirty-two 
of  them  was,  that  he  did  not  know ;  it  being  no  eafy  matter 
for  one  who  has  any  other  view  than  God's  glory,  to  make  io 
frank  a  confeffion  of  his  ignorance.  A  certain  perfon  having 
once  demanded  of  him  whether  it  was  lawful  to  ufe  a  porpoife, 
or  fea-hog,  for  food,  he  anfwered  in  the  negative  \  and,  in 
fupport  of  his  decifion,  obferved,  that  tbo'  it  was  really  afiib, 
•  yet  thename  it  boremadc  it  pafs  for  a  hog,  which  every  Mof- 
'  Um  was  abfolutely  forbidden  to  eat.  Nor  is  this  to  be  won- 
cieredtiti  the  impofitionof  names  being,  according  to  a  tra- 

•  D*Herb£L.  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  4jt.  Abu  Jaafar  At  Ta- 
BAK.  Al  Makin^  ubi  fup.  p.  114.  £utyck.  ubi  Tup.  p.  406* 
407. 
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dition  that  prevails  amongft  the  MobammedanSy  of  divine  ori- 
ginal.    It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  the  dodrine 
of  Malec  is  cniefly  followed  in  Barharj  and  other  parts  of 
Africa.     The  Mo/Ums  of  the  weft  are  faid  to  have  waged  wv 
with  AlonfaH.  in  Galicia^  this  year,  with  very  bad  fuccefa; 
the  forces  of  that  prince  having  fallied  otit  upon  them  from 
the  mountains,  intirely  defeated  them,  cut  many  of  them  to 
pieces,  taken  «  confiderable  number  priibners,  and  driven  aS 
the  reft  out  of  the  province.     Soon  after  which  event,  Hefim 
departed  this  life,  in  conformity  to  the  foregoing  predidioo, 
before  be  had  comploted  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign.  He  was 
fucceeded  by  his  fon  Haktm^  who  fat  twenty  fix  years,  ten 
months,  and  twenty  days,  upon  the  Moflem  throne  in  Spain  ^ 
Al  Ralhid     In  the  iSoth  year  of  the  Hejra^  beginning  March  i6th, 
invadts   »  796,  Al  Rajbid  removed  Mufa  Ebn  Ifa  Al  Hajhend  from  Che 
tbeterri'  government  of  Egjpt^  and  made  his  brother  Abd^allab  Ebn  Al 
i9riei  of    Moh£  the  lieutenant  of  that  country  a  fecond  time.     He  alio 
^'  entered  the  dominions  of  the  Greek  emperor  either  this  or  the 

Greeks,  following  y^r,  with  a  formidable  army,  took  the  city  of  72r- 
bafa  in  Lycaonia,  called  AlSafsaf  by  fome  of  the  Arab  writers^ 
ravaged  the  neighbouring  territory,  in  a  dreadful  manner,  and 
~  then  returned  home  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  plunder,  and 
without  having  fuftained  any  confiderable  Ipfs.  This  year 
alio,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari^  died  Hejham  Ekn 
Abd*alrahman^  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyabj  and  was  fucceeded 
by  his  (on  Hakem  Ebn  Hejham  in  the  kingdom,  or  Khalifat, 
ereded  by  the  Mo/iems  in  Spain.  Hakem^  or  Al  Hakem^  was 
a  prince  of  great  prudence  and  refolution,  and  attended  in 
moft  of  his  enterprizes  with  good  fuccefs.  His  guards  im 
eorpsy  or  life-guards,  confifted  of  5000  men,  3000  of  which, 
if  we  will  believe  Roderic  of  Toledo^  were  rencgado*s,  and 
2000  of  them  eunuchs.  Part  of  them  were  deftined  for  the 
defence  of  his  per(bn,  and  the  other  part  he  placed  as  a 
garifon  in  his  capital  city.  He  caufed  juftice  to  be  impar- 
tially adminiftcred  to  the  pooreft  of  his  fubjeds,  brought 
even  the  greateft  to  condign  puriifhment  for  their  crimes^ 
and  was  extremely  charitable,  liberal,  and  munificent.  We 
muft  not  omit  obferving^  that  the  Khalif  Harun  Al  Rajbtd 
cxceffivcly  regretted  the  death  of  Malec  Ebn  Ans^  for"  whoa 
be  always  entertained  the  moft  perfe£i  efteem.  That  prince 
one  day  definng  Malec  to  come  to  the  palace>  in  onkf 

<  Aatf  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.    AlMakin,  abi  fup.   At  Boa* 
RARi,  JsM.  Abulfsd.    Ebn  Khalecan,  Poc.  DOt.  ID  fpec.  faift. 

Arnb.  p.  294 296.  AlGhazali,  apad  Pocockium,  ubi  {hf . 

ut  et  ipfePococic.  ibid.  D'Hervfl.  Biblioth.  orient  p'539»540. 
Lamai,  Roderic.  Toletam.  ubi  fup.  c.xx^xxi.  p.  19/ 
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Uf  inftru£l  his  Tons,  the  MtjUm  doSor  anfwered,  <*  Know- 

**  ledge  will  not  wait  upon  any  perfon,  ^but  is  itfelf  to  be 

"  waited  upon."     **  You  arc  in  the  right  of  it,'*  faid  Hartin  ; 

<^  and  therefore  they  fliall  attend  you  in  the  place  to  which 

*<  other  children  reibrt  for  the  benefit  of  your  inftrudion/'  • 

Aad  he  was  as  good  as  his  word ;  for  he  fent  them  conftantly 

to  the  public  mofque,-  where  many  of  bis  fubje£b  children 

net  for  the  fame  purpofe,  to  receive  the  documents  of  this 

celebrated  fage.     MiUc  is  reported  to  have  faid,  that  all  the 

inafters,  whofe  fcholar  he  had  be^ti  in  his  younger  years,  came 

to  learn  of  him  before  their  death.    The  funeral  fervice  was 

performed*  over  him,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tahari^  by 

one  of  his  difciples,  or  followers,  named  Ehn  Abu  Dawib  \ 

The  following  year,  being  the  181ft  of  the  Hejra^  com-  ThiBccur^ 
mcDidng  Mardf  5th,  797,  the  j^i6a/r/*  recalled  his  brother  rencts  cf 
Abitdlab  Ebn  AlAhhS  from  Egypt^  and  fent  Ifmael  Ebn  Sa-  t^ejear 
kb  diither  to  take  the  government  of  that  country  upon  him.  ^^^^ 
Alx)ut  this  time,  iUrhims  were  ftruck  in  the  mint  that  had  been 
ki  up  at  Sauraiy  Saraiy  or  Sariyaby  a  very  xonfiderable  city  of 
TgbarifidHy  or  Tabrefidn  -,  one  of  them  coined  there  the  preced- 
ing year  having  been  difcover^d  on  the  coaft  of  the  Balticky  not 
6r  from  Dantzidj  in  the  year  1722.  On  one  fide  are  fecn  the 
following  words.  In  the  city  ^Saurai,  one  hundred  and  eighty  i 
i.  e.  Coined  in  that  city^  in  the  iSoth  year  of  the  Hejra;  which 
anfwers  to  part  of  the  years  of  Christ  796,  and  797.  The 
reverie  exhibits  the  following  infcription,  Mohammbd  is  the 
etpoflle  of  God y  may  God  be  propitious  to  bim^  and  make  him 
happy!  In  the  Khalifat  of  Al  Rashid  Jaafar.  Hence  we 
learn  (which  not  a  little  enhances  the  value  of  this  dirhem) 
Aat  the  Khaltf  Hartin  AlRaJbid  was  furnamed  Jaafar y  as  well 
as  Abu  Jaafar  and  AlRaJhid^  which  canflot  be  inferred  from 
iny  of  the  Arab  hiftorians,  nor  even  any  of  the  oriental 
writers  that  have  fupplied  MrD*Herbelot  with  materials  for 
his  very  valuable  work.  M.  Kebr  imagines,  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  thofe  pieces  were  ftruck  in  the  iSotfa  year  of  the  Hejra 
by  AlRaJbtdy  before  he  fet  out  from  Baghdad  on  his  expedi- 
tion againft  the  Greeks^  and  put  into  the  military  cheft,  in 
order  to  animate  the  foldiery,  and  induce  them  to  diftinguiflx 
themfelves  in  an  extraordinary  manner  5  in  which,  perhaps, 
he  may  not  be  very  remote  from  truth.  According  to  Theo^ 
fhanesj  the  Arabs  received  a  notable  overthrow  this  year  from 
the  Greeks^  at  no  great  diftance  from  Ephefus ;  but  the  Arab 
luflorians  have  not  taken  the  leaft  notice  of.  this  adion,  of 
n^hich  even  the  Greek  author  himfelf  has  handed  down  to 

•    ■  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fop.  Thbophan. 
ubifop.  p.  396.  RoDBRic.ToLETAN.  ubi  flip,  c.xxi.  p.^19.  Al 
CiHAZALi,  Poc.  not.  adfpec.  bift^  Arab.  P.  295. 
Mod.  Hist.  Vojl.  II.  Y  us 
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us  very  few  particulars.  Soliman  and  JbdaUab^  who  bad 
been  driven  by  their  brother  Hejbam  into  Africa^  having  been 
apprized  of  that  prince's  death,  and  of  his  fon  Al  Hakevii 
acceflion  to  the  crown,  afiembled  about  this  time  a  body  of 
tfoops,  to  difpute  the  weftem  Khalifat  with  the  Iatt«r,  and 
made  the  neceflary  difpofttions  for  returning  into  Spain  ^. 
andofihi  The  next  vear,  being  the  ]82d  of  the  H^ra^  AlR/tfiU 
year  i  tt.  appointed  Al  Lett  Ebn  JuFail^  one  of  his  fervants,  to  prefide 
over  Egypu  Not  long  after,  the  Kbaltfknt  an  embaflador, 
with  magnificent  prefents,  to  the  court  of  Cbarkmagnt^  or 
Charles  the  Great ^  king  of  France j  and  emperor  of  the  weft, 
who  was  admitted  to  an  audience  at  a  place  between  Verc^ 
or  VerceUi^  and  Ivrta^  the  Vereella  and  Ep^redia  of  the  aa- 
tients,  and  received  with  great  marks  of  diftindion  by  that 
prince.  It  feems  to  appear  from  Theopbanes^  that  the  Jrtk 
made  an  impreffion,  about  this  time,  upon  the  imperial  terri- 
tories, and  penetrated  as  far  as  Ammum  in  Pbrygia  with  i 
very  confiderable  force  *,  but  they  were  foon  obliged  to  retire 
from  thence,  if  we  wilt  believe  this  author,  with  ibmc  pri- 
ibners  they  had  taken,  and  without  having  eiFcded  any  thing 
of  note.  We  arc  told  by  Roderic  of  Tokdoj  that  Solimm  and 
Ahd^aUah  landed  with  a  body  of  troops  in  Spmn^  and  fixed 
.  their  head-ouarten  at  Valencia^  in  order  to  drive  their  nephew 
Al  Hakem  from  thence,  about  the  prefent  year.  The  M^m, 
empire  confifted  now  of  the  extenfive  provinces  of  fjrrtf, 
Palejiine^  Arabia^  Perfia^  Armenia^  Natalia^  Media^  or  Adba* 
hijifiy  Bahyhma^  AJJyria^  Sindiay  Sijijldny  Khorafan^  Tabrtfidn^ 
Jorjan^  Zablejlan^  or  SabUflan^  MawarSlnahr^  or  Great  Buk^ 
iaria^  Egypty  Libya^  Mauritania^  and  others,  that  rendered  it 
the  moft  formidable  and  puiflant  ftate  in  the  world.  The 
J^ojtems  were  likewife  now  in  poflW&on  of  moft  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  Spain^  together  with  fome  part  of  France  ;  tho'  the 
prince  that  prefided  over  them  there  feems  to  have  been  inde- 
pendent on  AlRaJhidy  who  might,  at  this  juncture,  with  great 
propriety,  have  been  ftiled  the  Khalifoi  the  eaft  '. 
The  Kha-  In  the  183d  year  of  the  Hejra^  bzg\nn\n%  February  12th,. 
kan  makes  799,  the  Khikan  fent  a  numerous  army  through  the  CaffiaB 
an  irmf'   ftraits,  called  by  the  Arabs  Babalabwab^  or  the  gate  of  gates^ 

^  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabah.    AlMacin,  ubi  fap.    Geob.g. 

Jac.  Kehr,  ubi  fup.  p.  21 — 23.    Theophan.  chroDograph.  p. 

396.    Roderic  Toletan.  ubi  fup.    Joan.  Vas.  Hifpan.  C3uo- 

nic.  Vide  etiam  Hifpan.  illuftrat.  torn.  i.  p.  707. 

'  *  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fop.  p.    ir*. 

IBcnptor.  rer.  Germanicar.  a  Carolo  M.  uique  ad  Pridencum  III« 

p.  58.  ad  iin.  vit.  Carol.  -M.  Argeptoraii,  1702.  Theophan.  oSii 

'  (4ip.  p.  397,  et  alib.  Georg.  Jac.  Kchr,  ubi  fup.  p.  2».  Roo6' 

Ric.  Toletan.  ubi  fup.  cxxi.  p.  19. 
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to  make  an  irruption  into  the  Mcjlem  territories.     Thefe  ho-  tion  inf 
ildities  were  committed  againft  the  Khaltfhy  the  Khakatiy  in  the  Kha- 
order  to  revenge  his  daughter's  death ;  who,  having  been  be-  Hf  V  //rri- 
trothed  to  Fadl  Ebn  lahya  Ebn  Khaled  Ebn  Barmac^  and  tones. 
coming  to  Bartha^a^  to  be  married  to  him,  died  there  a  natu* 
ral  deaih :  upon  whkh,  the  retinue  that  attended  her  returned 
home,  and  gave  out,  tho'  without  the  lead  appearance  of  truth, 
that  (he  was  privately  deftroyed.     This  greatly  incenfing  the 
Kbikan^  that  prince's  forces,  by  his  order,  entered  Mawarctl* 
nabrj  put  a  vaft  number  of  the  Khalifa  fubjeds  in  that  pro- 
vince to  the  fword,  and  canied  ofF  above  100,000  of  tfiem 
prifoners.     Either  this  or  the  following  year,  one  of  Al  Rajhid^s 
generals,  called  AbimiUc  by  Theopbams^  with  a  body  of  troops 
nvaged  the  provinces  of  Qippadoda  and  Galatia :  upon  which, 
a  negotiation  was  fet  on  foot  between  theKbalifsLnd  the  emprefs 
/rear,  for  an  accommodation  between  the  two  powers ;  but 
witliout  efkSL    Towards  the  dofe  of  the  prefect  year,  M^fa 
Ebn  Jaafar  Ebn  M^hammii  Ebn  Hofein  Ebn  AH  Ebn  Abu 
TaUby  who  had  been  imprifoned  at  BaghdM^  was  put  to  death 
in  the  prifbn  where  he  had  been  confined,  by  Al  Rajhii% 
order.    He  left  eighteen  fons  and  twendr-three  daughters  be* 
hind  him,  and  was  buried  in  the  weitern,  or  old,  city  of 
Baghdad.     About  this  time,  Solsman  and  AbJPaUah  aflembled. 
their  forces  at  Valencia^  and  had  feveral  brifk  rencounters  with 
fome  parties  and  detachments  of ^AlHahm^s  troops  ;  tho'  no- 
thing deciilve  happened,  during  the  courfe  of  it,  in  Spain  r. 

In  the  184th,  or  185th,  year  of  the  Mohammedan  aera,  7^/Chri- 
Abimelecb  made  another  irruption  with  a  body  of  light-armed  ilians  der 
troops  into  the  imperial  territories,  and  penetrated  to  Man-feattdby 
gana.    From  thence  he  fent  a  detachment  to  the  ftables  of  the  Arabs, 
StauraciuSy  which  carried  ofF  the  horfes  there,  and  one  in  ^^  ^^ 
particular  that  the  emprefs  Irene  hcrfelf  fometimes  ufcd.  An-  Hakem 
other  body  of  the  Arabs  fell  into  LytUa^  where  they  committed  ^biains  a 
terrible  depredations,  and  returned  home  loaded  with  booty,  '^f^     . 
A  third  body  of  troops  of  the  fame  nation  attacked  the  impe-  V  f'^  *^ 
rial  forces  commanded  by  Peter^  a  patrician,  put  them  to   ^ 
flight,  and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  all  their  baggage,  pro- 
viuons,  and  military  ftores.   The  Chrijlians  fufFered  extremely 
in  the  adion ;   Theophanes  Teeming  to  inrimate,  that  a  vaft 
number  of  their  m^n,  and  amongft  them  many  officers  of  note, 
were  killed  upon  the  fpot.    In  the  i  84th  year  of  the  Hejroy  the 
KbalifHar^n  Al  Rajhidy  according  to  Ebn  Shohnah^  likewife 
fent  Ibrahim  Ebn  Aglab  into  the  weitern  part  oi  Africa^  to  take 
upon  him  the  government  of  a  tradi  of  very  conliderable  ex- 

^  Geeg.  Abu*l-Para),  ubs  fup«  p.  232.  Abu  Jaafak  Al 
Tabar.  Al  Macin,  ubi  fup.  Theophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  399.  Ro- 
Diaic.  TotiTAN.  ubi  fup. 
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tent  there.  About  the  fame  time,  M  Hakem  gaire  his  undes 
battle,  and  overthrew  them  with  incredible  (laughter.  SoU- 
man  J  one  of  them,  was  killed  upon  the  fpot ;  and  Md'aiUb^ 
the  other,  with  great  difficulty  made  his  efcape  to  yaUnciay 
where  he  was  (hut  up  by  the  vi&or's  troops.  This  memo* 
rable  battle,  fought  in  the  184th  year  of  thcHejra^  if  we  will 
believe  Ronderic,  fo  often  cited  here,  determined  the  fate  of 
Sfain  ". 

The  next  year,  being  the  185th  of  the  Hejra^  commcnc- 
\r\^January  21ft,  801,  fome  dirhims  weieflruck  in  diemint 
ere^ed  at  Samarkand  \  one  of  which  was  found  not  far  from 
Dantzicty'in  the  year  1722.  Samarkand^  the  capital  of  MmM- 
ralnahr^  fcems  to  be  the  Maracandh  of  the  antients,  faid  by  ifr- 
rian  to  be  the  metropolis  of  the  Sogdians^  and  is  placed  by  fin 
Haivkely  oxEbnHaivkal^  on  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  I'xyer  Sigd, 
It  has  always  been  edeemed  as  one  of  the  moft  renowned  dtics 
bf  y^,  being  fituated  in  a  moft  delightful  tradl,  denottiinated 
the  ^  0^^of  Samarkand^  on  a  confiderable river,  that  funs  throQgli 
the  town,  and  twelve  parafangs  in  circumference  ;  at  feaft  its 
walls  were  of  that  extent  in  the  time  of  Soltdn  M^hemmei 
Khowara%m  Shah^  before  it  was  reduced  by  yinghi:^KbAn.  Ftofli 
the  charming  plain,  confidered  by  the  orientals  as  one  of  dte 
four  *Tcmpii  of  Afi^^  in  the  fouthern  part  of  which  this  ci^ 
is  fituated,  and  going  under  the  name  of  the  &^d^  u  e.  m 
flaiHy  or  valUy^  of  Samarkand,  the  province  in  which  it  flands 
was  called  Sogdiana  by  the  antients.  The  people  of  the  couii- 
try  have  a  tradition,  that  this  capital  was  founded  by  one  of 
the  princes  of  the  tribe  of  Hamyary  fettled  in  Tamwtj  that  had 
the  general  title  of  Tobba^  ox  fucceffor^  tho'  they  do  not  take 
upon  them  to  determine  with  any  predfion  the  time  of  its  feuB- 
dation ;  and,  in  fupport  of  this  tradition,  they  pretend,  that 
an  infcription,  written  in  the  olid  Hamyaritic  charad^r,  was 
dug  up  near  one  of  the  gates  of  Samarkand.    If  this  be  admit- 
ted by  the  learned,  they  muft  likewife  allow,  that  the  kingdom 
of  the  HamyariUi  was  formed  of  feveral  very  extenfive  pro- 
vinces ;  the  city  of  Samarkand  being,  according  to  Al  BerjenS^ 
the  geographer,  about  1000  parafangs  diftant  from  diat  of  Sa- 
naa^  the  metropolis  of  Yaman,     Khondemir  and  the  author  of 
the  Leb  Tarikh^  or  Libb  Al  Taw  irikh^  write,  thlt  the'^cafUe  of 
.Samarkand  Hi2&  built  hy  Kifhtafby  the  fon  of  Loraf^^  Lobra^^ 
or  Loborafby  king  of  Perfioj  of  the  fecond  dynafty,  called  %e 
dynafty  of  Kay.^  or  the  Kaianians ;    who  likewife  ereAed  a 
wall  120  parafangs  long,*  that  inclofed  the  diftrid  of  Samtr^ 
kandi  and  defended  it  from  the  coarfes  of  the  people  of  Ti&w» 

*  Theopuan.  ubi  fap.  p.  400.  Ebn  Srohnah,  Roobric. 
TotSTAH.  ttbifup.  Joan.  Vas.  Hifpan.  chronic.  Vide  etzan 
Hifp^tiilttftrlt.  p.  707.  Francofurti,  1603. 
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or  Turiffih,  But,  notwitbftandjng  this,  there  is  fome  reafon 
to  believe  that  this  city  was  founded  by  4i^xander  the  Gnat ; 
at  leaft  if  we  will  pay  any  regard  to  the  authority  of  TaHt 
Ebn  AUtallaby  the  Syruin  geographer.  Some  authors  relate, 
that  the  Mefitms  iirft  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Samarkand^ 
under  the  condud  of  Katiba  Ehn  Mojlemy  in  the  S8th  year 
of  the  Hejroy  and  not  the  85th,  as  we  find  ailerted  by  M* 
IfHerbekt  \  but  others  believe,  that  they  firft  reduced  that 
place  in  the  93d  year  of  the  Mohammedan  aera,  the  very  yeaf 
in  which  Tarif  begun  his  conquefts  in  Spain.  It  fell  afcer- 
wards  into  the  hands  of  the  So/tans^  or  Khans,  of  Khvwarazm^  «. 

and  was  taken  and  pillaged  by  Jenghiz  Khan  in  the  year  of  the 
Hijra  61  J,  But  Tlmur  Beg,  or  Thnmr  Bek,  the  TatMrkn 
of  the  Europeans,  reitored  it,  rendered  it  more  flour ifliing 
than  ever«  and  made  it  the  feat  of  his  empire  in  the  year 
of  the  Hejra  'j'ji.  After  which,  it  continued  to  \^e  the 
itfidenceof  his  defcendants,  till  they  were  driven  from  thence 
by  the  Us^iis,  who  have  remained  in  pofleffion  of  it  to  tbif 
day.  If  Samarkand  anfwers  to  the  Maracanda  of  the  anr 
tients,  as  the  affinity  between  thofe  two  names  may  render 
ibmetbing  probable,  it  could  not  well  have  been  founded  by 
JUxmuUr  the  Great  \  fince  Maracanda  was  demoliflied  by 
that  prince,  as  we  learn  from  Strabo.  Adjacent  to  this  city, 
denominated  Samaul  Han,  Sa- ma-ban,  and  fometimes  Han^ 
by  rkcCbimfe,  is  the  little  hill  Cubac,  that  fupplies  the  inha- 
iMtaots  with  large  quantities  of  (tones,  out  of  its  bowels,  with 
which  the  ftreets  of  Samarkand  are  paved.  The  plain,  or  vaU 
ley,  in  the  language  of  this  country  Sogd,  is,  according  tp 
fome  modern  travellers,  about  eight  days  journey  in  length, 
and  Aretches  itfelf  out  from  the  diftrid  of  Bokhara  to  the 
coniines  ct  Jl  Botom;  beginning  above  twenty  parafangs  above 
Samarkand, .  It  is  compofed  intirely  of  mod  beautiful  gardens 
and  verdant  meads;  the  former  c^  which  the* neighbouring 
rivers  perpetually  refrefli  with  their  falutary  irrigations.  The 
walls  of  this  city,  being  twelve  parafimgs  in  circumference, 
had  formerly  twelve  iron-gates,  a  parafang  diftant  from  each 
other,  and  between  evety  two  of  them  a  centry  was  pofted. 
The  tops  of  thefe  walls  were  adorned  with  galleries  and 
Cowers,  which  rendered  the  place  likewife  more  capable  of 
fuftaining  a  fiege.  The  inner  or  interior  city  had  four  gates 
'only,  conCaineothe  citadel  and  other  public  buildings,  and  was 
watered  by  a  river,  carried  through  leaden  pipes  into  the  fofs 
or  ditch,  that  entered  the  town  near  the  gate  of  Kafi>  In  the 
days  of  Rjbmvfio,  it  was  as  biz  as  Cairo,  or  Al  Kabirahy  the 
metropolis  of  Egypt,  and  coiud  at  that  time  fend  into  the 
field  a  body  of  60,000  horfe.  The  religions  formerly  tole- 
rated here  were  the  Cbriflian^  as  profcflcd  by  the  Nejlorians, 
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the  Mohammedan,  the  Magian^  and  the  Sahian ;  fhetwolaft 
of  which  have  been  abfurdly  confounded  by  M.  KAr,    It 
ftands  about  fevf  n  days  journey  north  of  the  city  of  Bohhara^ 
and  falls  fhort  at  prefent  of  being  fo  fplendid  as  in  times  paft; 
though  it  is  ftill  very  large  and  populous.     'Tis  fortified  with 
ftrong  bulwarks  of  earth,  and  its  buildings  are  in  much  the 
fame  condition  as  thofe  of  the  oity  oi  Bokhara,  excepting  that 
more  of  its  houfes  confift  of  ftone,  which  is  brought  from 
fome  quarries  about  the  town.  The  beautiful  (ilk  paper  mide 
at  Samarkand  is  looked  upon  to  be  the  bed  in  !^tf,  and  b 
much  efteemed  all  over  the  eaft.     The  academy  of  fciences, 
that  flouri(hes  here,  is  at  prefent  one  of  the  moft  famous  feats 
of  literature  amongft  the  Mohammidans.  Amongft  the  learned 
men  produced  by  this  city  may  be  ranked  the  following: 
Shams-addin  Mohammed  nbn  JJbraf  M  Hofiini,  who  wrote 
feme  obfervations  concerning  the  method  to  be  ufed  in  difpu- 
tations,  as  alfo  concerning  figures  and  the  elements  of  geo- 
metry, in  Arabic^  together  with  a  recenfion  of  the  commen- 
taries upon  the  Koran ;  Abu  Ahmed  Mohammed  Ebn  Moham* 
med  Al  Omari,  who  penned  a  treatife  in  Arabic  upon  the  art 
of  difputing  \  Abtll  Kajem,  who  compofed  a  book  upon  the  de^ 
liverance  of  the  mind  from  error;  Mohammed  Ebn  MAmii 
Ebn  Mohammed,  who  publifhed  a  treatife  in  Arabic  upon  the 
various  readings  of  the  Koran  \  a  MS.  copy  of  which  woik  is 
faid  to  have  been  brought  out  of  the  eaft  by  Stgnwe  Pietn 
Delia  Valle,  a  Roman  nobleman,  and  to  be  ftill  extant  at  Rrnue, 
by  Father  Marracci ;  AbuH  Leiths  Nafr  Ebn  Mummed  Eh 
Jbrahimy  who  wrote  a  commentary  upon  the  Koran,  a  piece, 
intitled.  Singular  cafes  and  allegatiens  of  law,  Thefamrus  Jurif- 
prudentia,  a  beautiful  copy  of  which  is  preferved  in  the  duke 
of  SaX'Geftha*s  magnificent  library,  The  inJlruSiion  9f  the  ig^ 
norant,  a  collcdion  of  moral  hiftories,  and  a  treatife  bearing 
the  title  of  Injfruflion  preparatory  to  prayer ;  all  which  were 
compofed  and  written  in  Arabic 'y  Racnad£n  Mabammed,  a 
famous  lawyer  and  civilian,  as  well  as  the  author  laft^men- 
tioned,  who  publifhed  an  Indian  philofophical  and  magical 
book  in  Arabic,  at  Kanuti,  or  Kanuthi,  a  city  of  InAta,  where 
Solian  Ali  Mirza,  of  the  line   of  Tamerlan,  reigned.     To 
this  piece  he  prefixed  the  title  of  The  ciftem  of  Ufe.     Nifib* 
addin  Mohammed  Ebn  Ali,  who  penned  a  book,  intitled,  Sy* 
nopfis  medicina  praiiifa,  treating  of  the  caufes,  fymptoms, 
and  curie,  of  all  difeafes ;  Imam  Dawlat  Shah  Ebn  Alao^ddanda 
Bakhti  Shah  Al  Ghafi,  who  wrote  the  lives  of  twentv  Arable 
and  fix  Perfan  poets.  The  famous  poet  Al  Naffafi,  wno  com- 
pofed 2660  diftichs  upon  all  the  chapters  of  the  Sonma,  like- 
wife  died  at  Samarkand,     The  celebrated  lawyer  Ahu  Attel- 
Itih  Mohammed  Ebn  Ifmael^  born  at  Bukhara^  or  Bokkata^  the 

capi* 
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capital  of  the  proper  Bukharia^  and  from  thence  fumamed 
Al  Bokbari,  who  colieded  the  oral  traditions  oiMobammai^ 
that  had  been  propagated  by  Jiis  followers,  and  reduced  (hem 
to  a  fort  of  fyftem,  fled  alfi>  from  the  fury  of  his  enemy  into 
the  caftle  of  Kbertenk  at  Samarkand.     This  piece  has  always 
been  imitied  by  the  orientals  Al  Sahib  Al  BMaru     A  mod    * 
afltienty  elegant,  and  rare,  MS.  copy  of  it  may  be  ieen  in  the 
pubUc  library  at  Leipjicky  (aid  to  have  been  written  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  i  398.     The  language  fpoken  at  Samarkand  is 
a  dialed  of  the  Perfic^  tho'  the  Arabic  and  Mongalica^Torta^ 
ridn  tongues  are  likewife  there  very  well  undeiilood.     Th« 
Tartars  of  Bukbaria^  or  the  Uzbeks^  now  in  pofieifion  of  Sa^ 
markand^  which  was  taken  from  the  defcendants  of  Tamer^ 
kn  by  their  anceftors,  under  the  condud  of  Shaibek  Khan^ 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  15 17,  are  very  fond  of  learned  men^ 
elpecially  thofe  that  come  amongft  them  from  foreign  parts, 
and  greatly  admire  the  calligraphy  of  the  Perjians.     This 
M.A/^^  learned  from  M.  Ju^us  Samuel  Scbarfdmid^  who  had  ^ 
been  chaplain  to  a  regiment  at  TVri/,  and  frequently  con- 
verfed  with  the  Tartars  of  Bukbdrta.    The  Uzbeks  inhabiting  ^ 

this  trad  are  faid  to  be  extremely  kandfome ;  for  which  rea- 
ibn,  Arabjbab^  in  his  hiftory  of  Timur^  calls  the  men  moons, 
and  the  women  funs.  They  are  vaftly  clean  and  neat  in  their 
attire ;  and  their  turbants  are  looked  upon  by  the  people  of 
Aleppo  as  the  fineft  and  moft  elegant  of  any  in  the  eaft.  The 
Buibarian  merchants  refort  in  great  numbers  to  the  marts  of 
Syria f  and  import  into  that  country  very  confiderable  quantities 
of  moft  excdlent  filk,  gold,  and  other  valuable  commodities  ^ 
taking  in  return  clod),  iron,  and  Englijb  tin*  The  diflri^ 
of  Samarkand  alfo  fupplies  Perjia^  and  the,  territories  of  thq 
Great  Mogul  with  pears,  apples,  raifms,  and  melons,  which 
it  produces  in  furprizing  plenty,  of  a  moft  exquifite  and  de- 
licious tafte.  As  the  province  of  Mawarffbuxbr  has  no  par-r 
ticular  Khan^  the  caftle  of  Samarkand  falls  infenfibly  to  ruin. 
When  the  %hin  of  Great  Bukharia  comes  in  the  fummer  to 
pafs;  fomc  iponths  at  Samarkand^  he  ufually  incamps  in  the 
meadows  near  the  town.  The  river  here,  which  falls  into  the 
Amii  about  the  92**  of  longitude^  would  be  of  prodigious  fcr- 
vice  CO  the  place,  by  opening  a  communication  with  the  neigh- 
bouring countries,  if  the  inhabitants  had  but  the  induftry  to 
make  it  navigable.  Samarkand  ftands  about  feven  days  jourr 
nev  of  Khfjandahy  a  city  oi  Mawarfflnahrf  fituated  upon  the 
SihAtt^  or  the  Jaxartesy  in  a  northern  dire£Uon,  and  five  eaft 
of  Ofrujhanaby  one  of  the  principal  cities  of  Maward*lnahr, 
Hence  it  cam^  to  pafs,  that  Arabjhah  placed  it  between  two 
rivers,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Jibin  and  the  Sibun^  or  the  Oxus 
Vid  the  JoMftesp    its  latitude  has  been  determined  by  Ulugb 
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Setgh^  or  Otugh  Beky  to  be  39"*  37'  23",  tho*  wWi  more  pre* 
cifion,  by  later  aftronomers,  4iO20r,anditsloiigitude9^oc/\ 
A  defcrip'     Thb  Srhem  above-mentioned,  on  the  anterior  port,  cxhi- 
^*Ttfr  **'  ^^^  ^^  words,  Be  Samerkanda  chamfen  wathfamamna  wamtaitn  \ 
dT  K *        ^^^  '**  ^^  Samarkand,  /^^  jS^thyear ;  and  on  die rcverfe,  J&- 
uroems.   ^^^^^^^^^  res^lo^liahiwakhelfaUho P  Emircfyfrnhtd  Mchammtim 
Ebno*l  Emiri  Tmo*menina  yamfara^  i.  e.  Mohammed  /^  Mr 
apoftle  of  God,  and  the  Emir  Al  Amm  Mohammed,  /^yM 
^Jaafar,  prince  of  the  faithful^  is  his  fuccejfir.     This  dirbimy 
therefore,  feems  to  have  been  ftnick  by  the  citizens  of  Samer- 
iand  in  honour  of  Al  Atnin^  who  had  before  been  declared  his 
father^s  immediate  fucceflbr,  and  wa$  this  very  year  acknow- 
ledged to  have  anived  at  his  mafority,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  orientals,  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  and  of  age  id 
ffovern  the  empire ;  as  may  very  naturally,  and  without  the 
leaft  tortHre  or  violence,  be  inferred  from  the  inicription  pie» 
ferved  on  this  remarkable  coin.     As  the  iiifcription  is  wiittca 
in  the  Ci^fic  charader,  the  dirhim  under  conftderation  maf 
not  improbably  have  been  one  of  the  fame  fort  with  thofe  that 
had  Cific  letters  infcribed  upon  them,  and  were  found,  ac- 
cording to  Arahjhah^  in  the  ruins  of  old  Samarkand.    Be  that 
as  it  will,  this  dirhim  apparently  takes  notice  of  a  fad  that 
lias  not  been  clearly  and  expltcidy  mentioned  by  any  of  the 
MoJUm  hiftorians  ^. 
ne  Kha-      IN  the  1 86th  year  of  the  Hejra^  beginning  y^myiiry  loth, 
Mf  divides  8o2,  the  KhatifHarun  Al  Rajhid  performed  another  pilgrim- 
thego'      age  to  Mecca  ;  which  proved  very  expenftve  to  him.     Afttr 
xemment  the  performance  of  all  the  prefcribed  ceremonies  at  Adeccoy  he 
of  bu  do-  ^^cnt  to  Medina^  and  diftributed  lai^  fums  of  money  in  aJms 
mim^u     amongft  the  podrer  inhalntants  of  both  thofe  cities.     He  aid 

*  Georc.  Jac.  Kbhr,  monarch.  Aiiatico- Saracenic,  flat.  &g. 
p.  26-^-<-l9.  Lipfiac,  17H-  EbnHawkbl,  apod  Ifm.  AbuUed. 
ip  geogr.  ut  et  ipfe  Ism.  Abulfbd.  ibid.  Arriam.  lib.  iii«  fob 
fin.  ProL.giBogr.  Cb.  vi.  Yakut,  Strab.  lib.  xi.  Ahmed  £bv 
Wadhbh,  Hasan  Ebn  Al  Momdhser.  M.  Gio.  Battista 
Ramus  2  o>  in  vol.  i.  lib.  Italic.  Delle  Nai^igationil^  Kiag^^  kc, 
Arabshah,  in  vit.  Tim.paif.  Paul.  Vekbt.  de  regionib.  ori- 
ental, lib.  i.  cap.  39.  p.  J3.  Justus  Samuel  Scharschmip, 
apud  Georg.  Jac.  Kehr,  ubi  fup.  p.  28.  Al  Biruni,  Al  Ber- 
jENDi,  KuoNDEMiRy  Aut.  Leb  Tarixh,  Golii  not.  ad  Alfra* 
gan.  p.  171  — 175,  &  alib.  pafT.  Vide  ctiam  Chorafmiac,  &c.  de« 
fcript.  ex  tabulis  Abulfed.  &c.  &  bin  ta)»ul,  geographic.  Nassir 
Eddin.  Perf.  &  Ulu.ch  Beigh.  Tatar,  op.  &  ilud.  Joaanis  Gra* 
vii,  Oxon.  1711.  ^  Georo.  Jacob.  Xehr,  ubi  fap.  p . 

^,29.  Grec.  Abu'l-Faraj,  abi  fup.  p.  232.  Abu  Jaafar 
AlTabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  113.  Araesiiah,  in  vie 
Tim. 
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caBed  his  fon  JIKa/em  to  the  fiicceffipn»  after  AfMamAn^  and  ommifi 
furnamed  him  Al  mutaman.  After  this,  he  is  faid,  by  Aia  ^"  *^^^ 
Jatifar  Al  Tabari  and  Khondemiry  to  have  divided  the  go-  fi^* 
vernment  of  his  extenfive  dominions  amongft  his  three  fona 
io  the  following  manner :  To  Al  Amhij  the  eldeft  of  them, 
he  affigoed  the  lieutenancy  of  the  provinces  of  Syria^  Irdk^ 
the  three  Arabia*s^  Mefopotamia^  Affyria^  Media^  PaUftine^ 
E^y  and  all. that  part  of  Africa  conquered  by  bis  predecef- 
(brs,  extending  from  the  confines  of  Egypt  and  Ethiopia  to 
the  Anights  of  Gibraltar  j  with  the  dignity  of  Khalifa  to  Al 
Mamwij  the  fecond,  that  of  Perfia^  Kermdny  the  InSet^ 
Kkrafan^  Tabrtftan^  QAUftan^  and  Zableftan^  or  SabUfian^ 
together  with  the  vaft  province  of  Mawarffbiabr ;  and  to  his 
turd  fon  Al  Kaftm^  Armtniaj  Natoliaj  yarjdn^  Georgia^  Cir'* 
uijfiaj  or  TcheriaSa^  and  all  the  Mojkm  territories  bordering 
vpoQ  the  Euxim  lea.  With  regard  to  the  order  of  fucceffion, 
it  has  been  abready  obferved,  tbztA/Amin  was  to  mount  the 
throne  after  his  ftther,  Al  Mamun  after  hin(»,  and  then  Al  Ka^ 
jjfm  Al  Mutaman.  About  this  time,  Al  Haiem  forgave  his  oolf 
£irviving  unde  Abiallah^  pernxitted  him  to  refide  in  the  city 
ofy^UfKiay  fettled  upon  him  a  penfion  of  1 000  dinars  a  ipontht 
eogaged  to  make  him  an  annual  prefent  of  5000  n>ore,  grz^ 
cioufly  received  his  Tons,  and  gave  one  of  them  his  own  fifier 
in  marriage;  by  which  means,  peace  and  tranquillity  were 
intirely  reitored  to  the  Mo/Iem  conquefis  in  SpaSx  c. 

Tu£  following  year,  being  the  187th  year  of  the  Hejray  The  hamfi 
commencing  Duihber  30th,  802,  Al  Rajbid  put  his  favou-  of  Bar- 
rite  Jaafar  Ebn  Tahya  Ebn  KhaUd  Ebn  Bar  mac  to  deaths  mak  Mf 
for  which  different  reafons^  have  been  a£gned  by  different  au-  graced. 
tfaors.    Some  pretend,  that  when  the  Kbalifw9s  determined 
to  incarcerate  Yahya  Ebn  Abd'allah  Ebn  liafan  Ebn  Hojtin 
Ebn  Alt  Ebn  Abu  Taliby  he  committed  him  to  the  care  of 
Jaafar  J  who  fitffered  him  to  make  his  efcape  by  night,  and 
even  lent  a  peribn  with  him  to  conduA  him  to  Fdmia  \ 
which  being  refented  by  Al  Raftiid^  tho'  he  at  firft  feemed  to 
approve  of  what  Jaafar  had  done,  it  was  the  principal  caufe 
of  his  deftni^tion.    Others  iay,  that  the  KhaEf  being  fo 
vaftly  fond  both  of  Jaafar  znA  his  own  After  Abbafa^HtiTX  he 
could  not  long  be  anfent  ftom  either  of  them,  in  order  to  en* 
joy  their  company  and  converfation  together  with  the  Icfs  in* 
convenience  to  them,  he  gave  her  in  marriage  to  him ;  per? 
mitting  him  to  look  upon  her  as  much  as  he  j^leafed,  hut  in* 

^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  115, 
1 16.  Khonoemir,  Aut.  LoBB  Al  Tawarikh,  Ebn  Shohnah^ 
Greg.  Abu^l-FaraJi  ubi  fop.  Rodbric.  Tolbtan.  obi  fup.  p* 
19,  to. 
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joinfflg  bim  never  to  touch  her.    NotwithftandiAg  which  in* 
jun£lion,  yaafar^  being  once  drutik,  according  to  jfbu  Ja&» 
fair  M^abariy  or  rather  both  of  them  being  young,  as  is  ob» 
fcrved  by  AhuU-Farajy  lay  with  her,  and  got  her  with  child. 
After  the  expiration  of  the  ufual  term,  ihe  was  brou^t  to 
bed  of  twins ;  which  Jaafar  fent  to  Meeca^  in  order  to  avoid 
the  fury  and  refentment  of  Al  Rajhid.    But  the  Khdlif  being 
foon  acquainted  with  what  had  happened,  ordered  yaafar*% 
head  to  be  cut  ofF,  fent'^his  brother  jII  Fadl^  and  his  father 
Yabya^  to  prifon  at  Ai  Rekka^  where  they  remained  till  the  day 
of  their  death,  and  commanded  his  fifter  Abbitfa^  who  had 
likewife  been  confined,  together  with  her  two  children,  to  bt 
thrown  alive  into  a  well,  which  was  afterwards  filled  up; 
tho'  he  is  faid  to  have  (bed  tears  a  little  before  this  command 
was  carried  into  execution.     Others  relate,  that  the  Kboif 
ordered  Jaafar  to  be'beheaded,  becaufe  he  had  built  a  hoofe 
that  coil  him  20^000  dinars  \  which  his  mailer  confldered  as 
an  evident  proof  of  his  having  embezzled  the  public  money; 
and,  laftly,  others  affirm,  that  Jl  Rajhid  having  taken  a  dif- 
like  to  the  houfe  of  Barmac^  and  being  afraid  of  Jaafar  and 
his  father  Yahya^  as  having  imparted  to  them  all  his  fecrets, 
he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  treat  them  in  the  foregoing  man- 
ner.    But  whatever  was  the  motive  to  this  furprizing  conduS, 
yaafar  was  executed  in  the  palace  by  Mafrur  on  Saturdaj^   \ 
in  the  month  of  Al  Moharram^  by  the  KhaYif^  order,  when  he 
had  fcarce  completed  the  37th  year  of  his  age.     Nor  could 
his  mother,  tho'  (he  had  been  At  RaJhiSs  nurfe,  prevail  upon 
the  Khalif  to  releafe  her  hufband  Tabya^  and  her  other  fon  M 
'     FadU  who  had  been  Harun's  coimfellors  during  the  fpacc  of 
feventeen  years,  from  their  confinement;  he  perfifling  inflex- 
ibly in  his  intention  to  deprefs  that  once  favourite  fomily, 
which  was  now  become  the  objed  of  his  averiion,  and  having 
written  to  all  the  governors  of  provinces  to  confifcate  the  ef*  ' 
fe£b  belonging  to  every  member  of  it,  that  fhould  be  found 
in  any  part  of  his  dominions.     It  may  not  be  improper  to  in* 
form  our  readers  here,  tt)at  the  Barmacida^  or  Barmeddit^ 
called  by  the  Arabs  Baramaca^  or  Barameca^  were  one  of  the 
moft  illuilrious  families  of  the  eail,  being  originally  defcendedi 
according  to  fome  authors,  from  the  antient  kings  of  P^fi^a ;  ■ 
tho%  if  we  will  pay  any  regard  to  the  fentiments  of  ^y  Z#-  ■ 
Tffakhjkariy  they  deduced  their  origin  from  the  city  of  BitUh. 
This  writer  rcjates,  that  the  firil  of  this  family  ereded  the 
fiately  and  magnificent  mofque  at  Balkb^  called  Aym  Bahar^ 
which  name,  mPerfic^  fignifitSi  new  fpringy  ox  mw  gardini 
and  that  they  conibu£ied  this  noble  edifice  upon  the  model  of  > 
the  temple  at  Mecca.     The  outfide  of  it,    in  imitation  of 
what  was  done  to  the  exterior  part  of  the  Caaba,  they  covered 
5  wi* 
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with  rich  datnaflc,  and  furrounded  the  whqle  with  ^o  cha- 
pels, into  which  the  pilgrims,  of  whom  there  was  a  vaft  con- 
coude  here,  ufually  retired,  in  order  to  perform  their  devo- 
tions. As  the  founders  were  the  proper  intendants,  or  keep- 
ers, of  this  templcy^nd  confidered  that  poft  as  infeparably 
conneded;  by  the  right  of  patronage,  with  their  family,  they 
afiumed  from  thence  the  name  of  Barmac^  or  Bartrucj  and 
ever  afterwards  retained  both  the  title  and  the  name.  A  cer- 
tain author,  however,  of  confiderable  note  in  the  eaft,  has 
not  fcrupled  to  deduce  the  appellation  of  Barmac  from  a  difie- 
rent  fource  *. 

The  firft  who  gave  a  very  remarkable  luftre  to  this  family,  ^Tbatfa" 
which  moft  eminently  4iftinguiflied  it  from  many  others  that  milybigbly 
had  before  made  a  much  more  confiderable  figure,  was  the  ffietnudm 
aforefaid  Yahja  Ehn  Khalei^  named  at  length  Abu  AH  Yahya  ^P^'- 
Ehn  Kb&led  Ehn  Barmac^  a  perfon  endued  with  all  civil  and  H^*» 
military  virtues,  and  chofen  by  the  KhaEf  Al  Mohdi  for  go- 
vernor to  his  fon  Har^n  AiRaJhid,     He  had  four  fons,  Fadf^ 
Jaafar^  Mohammed^  and  Mufa^  who  by  no  means  degenerated 
from  their  father's  virtues,  but  raifed  the  glory  and  reputation 
of  their  houfe  to  the  higheft  pitch.    It  may  not  be  amifs  to 
remark,  that,  after  this  illuftrious  family  had  been  abandoned 
by  fortune,  and  fidlen  under  the  Kbaiift  difpleafure,   the 
people  had  a  more  lively'fenfe  than  ever  of  the  imponant  fer- 
vices  the  members  of  it  had  done  them.     The  exalted  merit 
and  excellent  qualities  of  thofe  great  men  then  appeared  in 
a  flronger  light  than  even  when  they  were  in  the  zenith  of 
their  power;  infomuch  that,  in  after-ages,  they  found  almoft 
as  many  hiflorians  to  celebrate  their  virtues,  and  write  their 
lives,  as  did  the  greatefl  conquerors  and  moft  powerful  princes 
of  the  eaft  •. 

The  elevated  fentiments  their  cotemporaries  entertained  o(  andSf 
Atir  rare  and  uncommon  merit,  in  fome  meafure  appears  tba'r  c^ 
from  the  following  remarkable  ftory,  which  has  been  handed  temporal 
down  to  us  by  a  Per  Ran  hiftorian.     Tht  Khaltf  HarUn  Alries. 
^Mdy  after  he  had  difgraced  the  houfe  of  Barmac^  forbad 
l^is  fubjeds  ever  to  mention  that  family,  upon  pain  of  death, 
on  any  occafion.     But,  notwithftanding  this,  an  old  map, 
named  Moadirj  placed  himfelf  one  day  upon  an  eminence, 
that  ferved  him  for  a  fort  of  pulpit,  oppofite  to  one  of  their 
boufes,  then  deierted,  where  he  entertained  all  that  palled  by 

^  Abu  Jaapar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  116, 
'*7.  n8.  Greg.  Apv'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  z^iy'i^i.  Eutych. 
wbifup,  p.  406,  407.  Al  Zamakhshar.  in  KahiAl  Ahrar.  Aut. 
Magma  Al  Tawarikh.  •  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar. 

Al  Makim^  Greg.  Abu'l-Far aj,  et  Eutych.  ubi  fup.  KhoW« 
^tHiR^  Aut.  LoBB  Al  Tawarikhj  &c. 
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with  a  detail  of  the  fineft  and  moft  amiable  adioiit  of  diofe 
flieat  men  ;  making  upon  them  a  panegyric  in  form.    The 
Abalt/y  being  apprized  of  his  boldnefs,  ordered  the^man  fi» 
be  brought  before  him,  and  condemned  him  to  die  for  treat- 
ing with  fucb  contempt  his  prohibition.     MonMr  received  his 
fentence  with  pleafure,  and  only  defired  leave  to  fpeak  two 
words  to  the  Kialif  before  bis  execution.     This  be)ng  grant- 
ed, the  two  words  he  mentioned  were  drawn  out  into  a  loif 
difcourie ;  in  which  he  infilled  upon  the  obligations  he  was 
under  to  the  family  of  Barmacwi^  fuch  force,  that  the  KiitBf 
heard  him  without  impatience,  was  touched  with  his  work^ 
^ad  did  not  only  give  him  his  life^  but  likewife  made  him  a 
present  of  a  very  rich  gold  plate,  that  he.himfelf  ufed.    Bat 
the  moft  furpriaung  part  of  the  old  man's  condud  is  fiill  b»> 
hind.    Having  ceceived  this  valuable  prefent  from  the  KbaSf$ 
own  hand,  and  being,  according  to  the  eaftern  cuftom^  pio- 
firate  on  the  ground,  he  (aid,  bv  way  of  acknowledgment,  t^ 
}iis  munificent  benefa&br,  S^i  hire  a  new  favour  that  I  ham 
received  from  the  boufe  of  Barmac  !     Which  words  were  fii 
remarkable,  that  they  afterwards  paiTed  into  a  proverb,  cir* 
rent  in  every  part  of  Afia^  according  to  the  report  of  ^^femt 
biftorian  f  • 
Moham-       Tho'  almoft  all  the  members  of  the  family,  of  wbicb  wa 
med  Ebn   have  been  giving  our  readers  here  fame  account,  as  well  m 
Yahya,     their  domeftics,  and  other  dependents,  were  invcaived  io  tb^ 
one  of  the  common  deftrudion,  yet  Mobanufied  Ebn  Yahya  did  pot  mc^ 
members  of^iih  the  leaft  moleftation,  nor  receive  even  the  flighted^  injuv 
tbisfami'^  in  the  minuteft  particular.    From  whence  it  appears,  that  hip 
Ij^  i^^i-Gondud  gave  no  manner  of  umbrage  to  the  Khatify  and  coi^ 
fequently  that  he  was  not  afieded  by  the  caufe,  whatever  *% 
might  have  been,  that  produced  the  foregoing  alteration  i| 
that  -princess  difpoiition  towards  the  race  of  barmac.     Wim 
regard  to  Yabya  himfelf,  he  is  faid  by  fome  authors,  to  baip 
died  in  prifon  at  Al  Rakkoy  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  1 96,  aa4 
by  others,  in  the  193d  year  of  that  sera.     As  for  yeiafatk 
his  (on,  after  Mafrur  had  ftruck  off  his  head,  his  body  w^ 
cut  in  pieces,  and  a  part  of  it  fixed  upon  every  one  of  thi 
gates  of  Bfighdad.    The  head  alfo,  by  the  Khal^s  order,  Ufa 
expofed  to  public  view  on  the  bridge  over  the  Tigris^  in  lb| 
neighbourhood  of  that  city  g. 

Al  Raihid  ^^^  ^^^^  X^^'  ^^^  ^^9  ^^  i87thof  the  Hqra^  Al  Rj^il^ 
forces  Ni-  received  a  letter  from  Nicephorusy  fooo  after  he  had  been  ad* 
oephorifs  vanced  to  the  imperial  dignity,  commanding  him  to  retuift 
te  acceft    all  the  money  he  had  extorted  from  Irene^  though  this  hai 

^  Ahmed  Ebn  Mohammed  Abd^aljaafar  Al  Kazwiki,  i 
HigbUrift.  a  Abu  Jaafae  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makim,  vW 

fap.  p.  117. 

been 
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been  fecumi  to  him  by  the  laft  treaty  concluded  with  that  tfafeact 
princeis,  or  to  exped  fooh  to  fee  an  imperial  army  in  the  upom  Us 
heart  of  his  dominions.  .  This  infoient  letter  fo  incenied  the  0^« 
Kbellf^  that  he  immediately  a&mbled  his  forces,  and  ad*  tirmt* 
vanced  to  Heradea ;  laying  the  country  through  which  he 
moved  wafte  with  fire  and  ^ord.     For  fome  time,  alio,  he 
kept  that  city  firaitly  befie^ed  ;  which  fo  terriiitd  the  Greek 
emperor,  who  was  afraid  left  ^t  Arabs  Ihould  over-run  allliie 
imperial  provinces  in  jtjia^  that  he  fubmitted  to  pay  an  annual 
tribute  Co  the  KbaUf,  Upon  this,  Harun  granted  him  a  peace, 
lAd  returned  with  his  army  to  Jl  Rakka.    But  a  hard  fnoft 
foon  after  happening  in  thofe  p^its^Nicephorus  took  for  granted 
that  thefeveri^of  the  feafon  would  prevent  Harin  from  mak^ 
in|  him  another  vifit,  and  therefore  broke  the  preceding  treaty. 
0?  which  the  JW^/^ receiving  advice,  he  inftantly  put  him- 
fdf  again  in  motion,  refumed  the  military  operations,'  and, 
Botwithftanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  forced  the 
toperor  to  accept  of  the  terms  prefcribed  him,  and  to  pay 
the  tribute  that  had  formerly  been  impofed  upon  him.    After 
which,  he  retired  out  of  the  Chrtftian  territories,  and  fent 
Ahmed  Elm  Ifmael  Al  Hajhemi  as  his  lieutenant  into  Egypt. 
It  appears  from  a  Per/tan  hiftorian,  that  Nicephorus^  before 
hoCtilities  commenced,  made  Harun  a  prefent  of  fevcral  ex- 
celliftt  fwords,  all  which  the  Khalif  cut  in  two  with  his  fa- 
mous fword  Samfafnah^  as  if  they  had  been  io  many  radi&es, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Greek  embaiTador,  who  brought  them. 
Thi^  Samfamah  was  a  fword  that  had  fallen  into  Al  RaflAt^ 
hands  amongft  the  fpoils  of  Ehn  Dakik&n^  one  of  the  laft  Ha- 
myaritic  princes  of  Taman  5  but  is  faid  to  have  belonged  ori- 
ginally to  a  valiant  Araby  nzmtd  Amru  Ebn  Maadi  Carb^ 
linder  whofe  name  it  generally  went  amongft  the  MoJIems. 
By  the  prefent  of  the  above-mentioned  fwords,  Nicephorus 
gave  Harun  plainly  to  underftand,  that  he  was  more  difpofed 
to  come  to  blows  with  him,  than  to  pay  him  the  tribute  that 
bad  been  exaded  of  Irene^  whom  he  fucceeded  in  the  em- 
pire.    Some  of  the  eafiem  writers  inform  us,  that  the  Khalif j 
upon  this  provocation,  immediately  entered  the  enemy's  fron- 
tiers, advanced  to  Heradea^  took  that  city,  and  even  flew 
hkie  an  eagle  to  the  very  gates  of  Conjtantimple  itfelf.     The 
famous  fword  above-mentioned  has  been  taken  notice  of  by 
Ahmed  Ebn  Tufef^nA  Al  Jannibi^  in  their  hiftory  of  the  Ha~ 
myaritesy  as  well  as  by  other  authors.     There  did  not  appear 
the  leaft  flaw  in  the  blade,  after  the  proof  Harun  had  made  of 
it ;  which  clearly  evinced  the  ftrength  of  his  arm,  as  well  as 
the  goodnefs  of  the  fword.     It  is  faid,  that  Amru  Ebn  Maadi 
Carh  on^e  gave  this  fword  to  a  certain  prince,  who  complained 
that  it  did  not  produce  the  defired  effed;  upon  which,  that 

brave 
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brave  man  took  the  liberty  to  tell  him,  that  he  had  not  feot 

him  his  arm  with  his  fword  b. 

Nicepho-      The  next  year,  being  the  1 88th  year  of  the  Hejroy  the 

ras^-       VhaUf  ItxiX.  an  army  to  invade  (bme  of  the  imperial  provinces, 

featidhy  which  penetrated  as  far  as  Safsaf.     Nicephoria^  being  in- 

the  Kha-   formed  of  this  irruption^  advanced  at  the  head  of  his  forces 

lifj/tfr^//. jigjiinft  the  Arabs^  and  attacked  them  with  incredible  fury ; 

but  was  overthrown  with  the  lofs  of  40,000  men,  and  received 

bimfelf  three  wounds  in  the  a3ion.    After  which,  the  Af^f- 

Urns  ravaged  all  the  adjacent  territory  in  a  dreadful  manner, 

and  then  returned  home  laden  with  the  fpoils  acquired  in  this 

iiiccefsful  expedition  ^ 

Jn  biftori^     Th£  fame  year,  as  appears  from  one  of  them  foond  on  the 

talac'      cOaft  of  the  Baltick  in  the  year  1 722,  feveral  dlrbems  were 

eouni  of    ftruck  at  Bakh^  Balkhe^  or  Balkh^  a  city  of  Khorafdn^  or  rather 

the  city  of  oi  Great  Bukharid^  fituated  in  the  extremity  of  that  province,  at 

Balkh»      no  very  great  diftance  from  the  fource  of  the  Jihun^  the  Ami^ 

nubere       qj  the  Oxus^  upon  a  fine  river,  fometimes  denominated  by 

/a«r#dir-   the  orientals  the  river  of  Balkh.    The  Perfum  hiftoriav 

hems        attribute  the  foundation  of  this  city  16  Kay-umarraz,  the  fiift 

T'^^i  tbii  '^""S  ®^  PiTJiay  and  fay  that  he  gave  it  the  name  of  BalHi^ 

*^^         becaufe  he  met  his  brother  upon  the  fpot  where  it  ftood, 

^     *         after  he  had  been  loft  a  longtime;  haikhiden^  or  hdlghiia^ 

in  the  PerRan  language,  fignifying  to  receive  and  embrmce  0 

friend.     The  firft  kines  of  Perfiay  who  refided  in  the  pro* 

vince  of  Media^  or  Adherbijan^  cpnfidered  this  city,  which  ws 

in  Baliriay  as  one  of  their  principal  frontiers  on  the  fide  of 

Seythia ;  and  Lahorajby  Lorafpy  or  Lohrafpy  having  refigned  fah 

crown  to  his  fon  Kt/htefby  or  Hydafpes^  made  it  the  plan 

of  his  retreat,  and  was  afterwards  killed  by  Afrafiahy  tiiB 

king  of  Turkejian.     Hence  it  came  to  pa(s,  that  Yakut  Ebm 

Ab^allahy  oi Hamath  in  Syrioj  aflerted  Balkh  to  have  bees 

founded  by  this  Lohrafp  about  the  time  that  Nebucbadnevsgf 

deftroyed  JerufaUm ;  though  there  feems  to  be  no  founda^ 

tion  for  fuch  a  notion.    Some  of  the  oriental  writers  make 

thofe  two  princes  to  have  been  the  fame  perfon  ;  and  otben 

pretend,  that  Lohrafp  conferred  the  government  of  Cbaldm 

upon  Nebuchadnezzar^  whom  they  therefore  confider  as.laij 

viceroy,  or  lieutenant,  there.    The  latter  take  Lohrafp  and 

lochy  or  Balokhy  in  the  catalogue  of  Affyrian  kings,  to  have 

in  reality  the  fame  prince,  and  fuppofe  the  laft  name  to  bait ; 

*  Greo.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  233.  Abu  Jaafar 
Tabar.  .Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  118.  Eutych.  abifup.  AuutM 
£bn  Mohammed  AbdVljaafar  AlKazwini,  in  Nigbiar^ 
Ahmed  £bn  YusEF,  Au  Jannab.  Vide  eciacn  Theophan.  abi 
fup.  p.  402.  ^  Abu  Jaafar  Ai.  Tabar.  Al  Makiv, oil 

fup.  p.  118, 119. 

been 
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been  applied  to  him,  becaui'e  he  fixed  hi$  refidence  at  Balkh. 
Both  the  name  and  (ituation  of  this  place  clearly  evince  it  to 
have  been  the  Ba^ra  of  the  antients.  For,  the  city  of  Baiira^ 
called  likewife  Zariafpa  by  Pliny  and  Strabo^  was  fituated  un- 
der mount  ParopamijuSf  a  part  of  mount  Taurus^  or  Caucafus^ 
on  this  fide  the  Oxus^  according  to  the  old  ^ographers.   And 
that  the  city  of  Balkh  is  feated  in  a  plain  about  four  parafangs 
from  a  mountain,  and  has  its  fuburbs  waflied  by  the  river  Di^ 
baJh^&icBa^rus  ofCurtiuSy  Pliny  ^  Poly  anus,  and  Strabo,  whichy 
after  it  has  irrigated  the  gardens  and  fields  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  place,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  And,  or  the  Oxusy 
about. twelve  parafangs  from  Balkh,  weiearn  from  EbnHaw- 
kal,  who  had  himfelf  very  attentively  viewed  the  fituation  of 
this  city.     Nor  can  any  thing  be  more  common  amongft  the 
orientals  than  the  promifcuous  ufe  and  permutation  of  the  let« 
ters  L  and  R ;  from  whence  it  will  fufficiently  appear,  that 
BaSra  and  Balkh,  Balkhe,  or  Balch,  are  words  extremely 
fimiiar,  if  not  altogether  the  fame  name.     Tha  notion  here 
advanced  may  alfo  be  rendered  ftill  more  probable  by  feveral 
additional  confiderations,  with  which  we  are  fupplied  by  Sbartf 
jUEdriJi,ox  thcNubian  geographer,  Abulfeda^ and  other  eaftefn 
writers.     We  fay  nothing  here  of  the  reduction  of  Ba£fra  by 
Semiramis,  600  years  before  the  death  of  Lorafp,  or  Lohrafp^ 
mentioned  by  Diodorui  Siculus  \  as  this  hiftorical  article  intirely 
.  depends  upon  the  authority  of  Ctejias,  whom  we  have  elfe- 
.where  demonftrated  to  be  a  fabulous  writer.     The  fertility 
of  the  (oil  in  the  territory  ofBalkh^  whidh,  according  to  Abul- 
Jluhj  was  the  metropolis  of  Khorafan,  blefled  with  great  plenty 
-of  water,   and  producing  large  quantities  of  (ugar-canes, 
.Jikewife  very  well  anfwers.to  the  furpriztng  fruitfulneis  of 
;  BaSfria,  in  conformity  to  the  deicription  of  that  country 
^handed  down  to  us  by  the  antients.     The  didridi  of  Balkh  is 
moreover  faid  to  produce  hyacinths  and  rubies,  very  beautiful 
to  behold,  feveral  of  which  have  found  their  way  into  Europe 
^at  different  times.     Some  of  the  eaftern  authors  relate,  that 
Lobrafp^s  general  Raham  was  no  other  than  Nebuchadnezzar, 
who  fubjugated  PaUftine  in  the  days  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah. 
^We  are  told,  that  Kijhtdjb^  or  Hydafpes,  was  crowned  at  Balkh 
J0  the  days  of  the  famous  Zoroajlres,  or  Zerdujht,  at  whofe  in- 
jjftigation  he  became  a  convert  to  Magifm,  and  ere£led  many 
h$re-temples  in  his  kingdom.    We  are  likewife  informed,  that 
r^iis  monarch  afterwards  removed  from  Balkh,  apd  fixed  his  re- 
fidence at  Eftakhr,  or  Ijlakhra,  the  antient  PerfepoUs,  in  the , 
province  oi Pars,  or  Farjijldn,  that  is,  Perfia  properly  fo  called ; 
and  that  he  reigned  not  only  over  Perfta  and  Turkejian,  or  the 
regions  fituated  beyond  the  Cafpian  fea  and  the  Oxus,  but  like- 
ivife  the  whole  kingdom  of  Habajha,  Hahjfmia,  or  Ethbpia, 

Be 
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Be  that  as  it  will,  after  a  feries  of  long  and  bloody  wars  between 
the  oriental  Turh  and  tYicPerJians^  the  latter,  under  their  princn 
of  the  fecond  dynafty,  are  fatd  to  have  maule  Balkb^^  capitalof 
their  empire,  as  its  fituaiion  enabled  them  todifpute  moreea% 
with  the  former  the  paflage  of  the  Oxus.  The  latter  lungs, 
however,  of  the  fecond  dy nafty ,  and  thofe  of  the  third,  refided 
conftantly  tX,Eftakhr^  or  Jfiakhr^  in  the  province  of /tfrj,  and 
Tufter^  or  Sujaj  in  that  of  Kbuzejlan^  the  Sufiana  of  tbeao* 
tients.  Thofe  of  the  fourth  dynafty  chofe  K>  fettle  in  Irik^ 
where  they  built  the  city  of  /ll  Madayen^  upon  the  eahn 
'.  bank  of  theTf^m,  in  the  neighbourhood  oiCtefipbon  and&- 
leucia.  But,  notwithftanding  this,  Balkb  always  remained  tkt' 
capital  oi Khorafattj  and  was  adually  fo,  when  it  was  takenbr 
jtLd^allah  Ebn  Amtr^  in  the  27th  year  of  the  H^ra^  or«f 
Christ  647,  and  not  by  Abnaf  Ebn  AlKais^  as  we  find  it 
ferted  bv  M.  D'Herbilot^  in  the  Khalifat  of  Otbmin.  Sok 
of  the  Khalifs  of  the  family  of  Al  AbbaSy  as  well  as  the  SeljiBm 
princes,  and  thofe  of  the  race  of  the  Samaniy  having  refidedk 
other  cities  of  Kborajan^  as  Nifabir  and  Meru ;  the  Migi 
and  Tartar  princes  alfo,  defcended  from  Jcngbiz  Khan  amdu- 
merlariy  having  chofen  Herit  for  their  capital ;  Batkhy  Nif^^ 
MtrHy  and  Herat  were  reputed  iroyal  cities,  and  aflumed 
one  of  them  the  title  of  capitfal  of  Khorafdn.  Nevi 
^Balkh  enjoyed  the  peculiar  privilege  of  being  (tiled  Kobbit 
Ifiam^  tbi  metropolis  of  Iflamifm,  and  extended  its  jurifdir 
over  the  territories  of  Badakbjhany  or  BalakhJhAny  Kbothm^ 
Tokbariftan'y  which  undoubtedly  rendered  it,  in  fome  reff 
the  moil  opulent,  famous,  and  confpicuous  city  of  the 
province  in  which  it  ftood.  The  cftablifhed  religion  heit 
MohammedifmyXho*  there  may  poffibly  be  even  at  prcfcntfc 
few  Magiansy  whofe  facred  rites  are  performed  in  the  old 
language,  are  termed Pehlawiy  CftPeb'lewdny  amongft  thcM 
Th  at  the  Chrifiian  religion  was  not  intirely  unknown  at  A 
in  the  8th  century  after  Christ,  appears  likewife  from  an 
tient  monument  of  ftone,  dug  up  ztSi-nganfuy  the  capita]  of 
province  of  Shen-Ji  in  Chinay  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  i' 
with  an  infcription  in  Cbinefe^  and  another  in  Syriacy  upon 
a  copy  of  which  is  prcferved  in  the  Vatican  library,  ami 
^  the  Chinefe  books  prefented  by  Father  Couplet  to  InnociKt 
The  Chinefe  infcription  contains  the  names  of  fevcniy 
fionaries  fent  out  ot  AJfyria^  or  Chaldeay  and  not  Paleftini% 
the  Latin  tranflator  has  falfely  remarked,  into  the  empife 
China  \  amongft  which  we  find  an  hiflorical  memoir  ifi 
Syriac  language,  and  EJlrangeloy  or  round  Chaldeafiy  ch 
to  the  following efFeft :  **  In  the  days  of  the  father  of  fa 
*^  Mar  Ananjefuy  the  catholic  patriarch,  Adanty  the  prclbyWii 
*'  fuiFragan,  and  pope,  of  the  Chinefe^  in  the  year  or  tte 
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*<  Gr/fi/  1092  (of  Christ  781)  and  Mar  JaziSidzidjiht 
*'  prdbyter  and  fuiFragan  of  the  royal  city  of  Chumdan^  or 
'<  Kbumdin^  the  fon  of  the  blcfled  MilUfius^  prefbyter,  born 
^  at  Balachy  or  Balaih,  a  city  of  Adatchurtftan^  or  Adatkhu-- 
^^  riflan^  ereded  this  monument  of  ftone,  upon  which  is  in* 
^^  fcribed  the  difpenfation  of  our  Saviour,  and  the  predica^ 
*^  tion  of  our  fathers  to  the  emperor  of  China,**  Hence  it 
appears,  that  feveral  Chrijiian  mii&onaries  vifited  China  even 
in  the  eighth  century,  in  order  to  convert  the  Chintfe  \  and 
that  the  city  of  Balkb  was  then  called  Balach^  or  Balakh,  Xo 
which  we  may  add,  thztJhulfiJa  is  intirely  in  the  right,  when 
he  allerts  that  Bakh,  or  BalAhy  is  an  Arabic  contradion  of 
Btdah^  Balacbj  or  Balakh^  as  may  be  very  naturally  inferred 
firoin  this  infcription ;  and  confequently,  that  Dr.  tfydi  is  ab* 
fblutely  in  the  wrong,  when  he  finds  fault  with  the  Arab  hi* 
ftorian  for  that  ailertion,  and  affirms,  that  the  metropolis  of 
Eharafan  was  never  called  Balachy  or  Balakh.  This  capital 
had  likewife  the  name  of  Bilahj  given  it  by  Al  Firauzabadi^ 
or  Al  FirAzabadiy  and  that  of  the  city  of  Abraham  by  thf 
p€rjiansy  probably,  as  is  infinuated  by  Dr.  Hydi^  becaufe  they 
pretend^  to  be  of  the  Abrahamic  religion,  and  frequently  per- 
forme<i  a  folemn  pilgrimage  to  Balkh^  which  was  confidered 
hy  them  as  (acred  on  that  account.  Dr.  Hydi  thinks,  that  th« 
words  BaQra  and  BaSfria  were  derived  from  Bokhara^  and 
not  from  Balkb^  by  the  antients ;  but,  for  the  reafons  abov^ 
affigned,  we  are  by  no  means  difpofed .  to  come  into  his  opi* 
nion.  This  author  informs  us,  that  Lohorajby  Lorajh^  or 
Lobrafpj  ereded  a  moft  magnificent  fire-temple  at  Balib^  de* 
nominated  bv  him,  from  the  name  of  his  fon,  Adur-KiJht&Jb^ 
or  Adur-GujDtafp^  in  which  he  depofited  all  the  immenfe  trea- 
fares  be  was  mafter  of.  The  fame  author  likewife  imagines, 
that,  from  its  founder,  or  rather  reftorer,  Lohrafpy  or  Lab^^ 
ra^y  this  city  received  the  name  of  Larafpe^  or  Larafpd^ 
fuppcfed  by  him  to  have  been  corrupted  by  the  Grtek  copifts, 
or  tranfcribers,  into  ZariafpCy  or  Zariafpa\  in  which,  per- 
haps, he  may  not  be  very  remote  from  truth.  We  muft  beg 
4cave  here  ferther  to'  obferve,  that  Adam^  the  deacon,  the  ion 
%3/[ jfa%idbu%idy  the  fu£Fragan,  Mar  Sergius,  the  prefbyter  and 
fumagan,  Sabarjefuy  the  prdbyter,  Gabriel^  the  prefbyter  and 
archdeacon,  as  likewife  the  ecclefiarch  of  the  cities  of  Chitm^ 
dan^  or  Khumdan^  and  Sarag^  or  Sarugj  and  the  emperor  of 
China  hhnfclf,  whofc  name  was  written  in  Chincfg  chairaders, 
are  all  mentioned  in  the  aforefaid  Syriac  infcription.  But,  for 
a  more  particular  account  of  this,  our  readers  muft  have  rc- 
courAs  to  Sig.  AJfemanVs  notes  upon  Gregorius  Bar-HchrauSf 
who,  in  that  point,  will  give  them  full  and  ample  fatisfafUon  K 

^  Georg.  Jacop.  KiBa,  ^bi  fup.  p.  13—15.  Kbovdimib, 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  II.         *  -  Z  Aat. 
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iiomefar-  The  language  fpoken  at  Balkh  h  that  moftekgantAdcfi 
tbgr  far-  of  the  Perjtc  called  £)^r/,  which  (ignifics  auiic^  or  belmginf 
ticulars  /^  /^^  ^^j^;*/  .  Jt  being  the  dialedt  chiefly  ufed  by  the  king  tnd 
rtlating  /•^^obility  6f  Perfta^  and  that  which  priitcipally  obtains  at  tbe 
Balkh*  Perjian  court.  The  word  Z)fr,  from  whence  Deri  is  derived, 
denotes  a  ^tf^^,  or  ^^r/,  as  well  as  the  court ;  from  which  tm* 
biguity  process  the  expreflion  of  the  Oitoman  Pe/ft^  h  com- 
mon in  Chrifteni^ni^  equivalent  to  that  of  the  Ottoman  rwt, 
ihe  cvurt  of  the  Grand  SIgnor,  or  the  court  of  the  OthminiA' 
tah-  The  language  ftiled  by  the  Perfians  Deri^  or  tfafff^ 
%hlch,  according  to  Ehn  Pakhr-addin  Andjbu^  the  Ink- 
Peffiarty  who  lived  above  200  years  ago,  in  the  preface  to 
his  work,  intitled^  Farh(.ngh  yiban^irt^  Written  in  Perfie^ 
was  fpoken  httz  in  the  days  of  the  Ptrfian  kinp  of  the  fe 
C5ond  dynafty,  fome  of  whom  refided  at  Balkh.  nTisnotw* 
fler,  therefore^  that  this  rtioft  e!egant  dialed  (houid  be  odU 
the  language  of  StJtikh^  the  language  of  Bdmiyafiy  t  vciy  ffl» 
ticnt  city,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  jRrood  upbn  the  fpdtW* 
ttupled  afterwards  by  Baikhy  or  at  a  fmall  dfftance  ftoffl  % 
4nd  the  l^iguagfe  of  Mcr/i  Shahjdn  and  Bvkbara,  111 
Mohammedans  believe,  that  cith'fr  the  jfrahk  or  the  Ptrpk 
Deri  will  be  thcf  tongue  fpoken  in  paradife.  TTiey  alfejwi 
tend,  that,  Ivheh  God  (peaks  gently  and  mihJIy  to  the  Ckn^ 
him  about  his  throne,  he  ufcs  the  latter,  but  when  rna  roiig^ 
4ind  more  authorPtative  manner,  the  fornrrer  of  thofi^iaingui^ 
Amongft  the  leafncd  men  phitlucfed  ^f  the  citjr  of  fi^fe 
be  ranked-  the  following :  famajb^  a  Perftan  philo" 
cotemporary  ^«h  the  famous  Zerdtijhty  wht)  wrote  a 

Ant.  loBB  AlTawarikw,  Ism.  Abulfed.  in  Cliorafin.de(€ri| 
Yakut  Edn  Abd'allah  AlHamathi,  Strab.  lib.ti.PuN. 
Vi.c.  15.  Curt.  Tib.  vii.  c.  4  PoLYiEN.flratcg.  lib.  vii.c.ii.Pro 
^eogr.  fib.  ▼!.  c.  7.  Fbn  Hawkel,  flvcEsN  Hawkal,  afodlT 
•Abuffed.  ubi  fup,  nt  et  ipfe  Ism.  Abulfed.  ibid.    Goui  »ct 
Alfragan.p.  17J,  176.  Theoph,  Sic.  Bayer.  hiH.rcgn.Gnec 
&Arian.  p.  1 5 — 119.  PetropoH,  1 738.    Bochart.  Phai.  lib. fi. 
12.   Chan.  lib.  i.  c.  33, >&  alib.  Sharif  Al  EixRisr,  ABOtrt 
Lbi  fop.    DiOD.  81C.  lib.  ii.  p.  90— 95.   Univer.  H4ft.vol.ir. 
072—297.  vol.  XX.  p.  84,  et  alib.    KiioND-EMik,  obiAip.  A 
Lobb  AlTawarikh,  Golii  not. ad  Alfragan.p.  113,  2\k,fXli^ 
D'Herb&l.  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  181, 182,  et  alib.   Abv  JaaF] 
Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  obi  fup.  p.  32.    Jos.  Sim.  Assc 
hot.  adOregor.  Bar-Hebraram,  in  Bibli«cb.  orieatal.  Ckttiefl 

Vatican,  torn.  ii.  p.  255 ^297.    Hyd.  rclig.  yftttr.  Periir, 

append,  p.  493 495,  ct  alib.  Mohammed  Al  Firaoxam*! 

KusTEMi  epitomat.  Assemav.  ubi  fup.  An  account  of  tlieprdciC 
ibte  of  North.  Afia,  p.  466.  Vide  etiam  Greg.  Bar-Hbbeas^' 
in  Chronic,  par.  iii.  fol.  370,  ct  Thom.  Maracens.  Efwc.  » 
kiftor.  moaaftic  Cbaldsor.  par.  iv.  c.  a.  et  par.  r.  c.  41 7,  \%  ^¥, 
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in  Perfic  upon  the   moft  remarkable  conjUh(£lions  of  tbe 
planets,  and  their  moft  noted  ^ife(£ls ;  which  Lali  tranflated 
into  JrabU  in  £gypt^  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1280. 
AH  Eln  Tunis,  a  perfon  of  uncommon  learning  and  piety, 
who  decided  all  points  of  rights  and  all  cafes  of  confcience,^ 
for  fomc  time,  amongft  the  citizens  of  Balkh ;  but  defined 
from  that  praflicc,  after  he  had  been  reproached  by  Mdham* 
tncdy  in  a  dream,  for  his  refolution  of  a  difficulty  to  his  daugh<* 
tcr,  with  which  the  prophet  was  by  no  means  pleafed  ;  Sheikh 
jS  Imum  Gmar  Al  Bajihdmi,  a  perfon  of  profound  erudition, 
who  lived  at    Ualkhy  and  Sheikh  Al  Imam  Afis-addin^  the 
^ufti  of  the  fame  place,  who  have  both  been  taken  notice 
of  by  Rajhid-addin  Al  Jfafwdt^  as  writers  in  the  fixth  cen- 
tury of  the  Hejra,  and  appertaining  to  that  city;  Abu'l KaJ^ 
fern  Ahnied  Ebn  AtJalhh,  the  author  of  a  book,  intituled^ 
Jdab  Al  JadaL,  that  is  to  fay,  the  laws  or  conditions  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  a  d'tfpute^  who  had  the  furname  of  Al  BaUhi,  and 
died  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  319.     The  author  of  a  geogra- 
phical treatilc,  that  bore  the  title  of  Takwtm  Al  Belady  who 
is  always  cited  hyEbnAllVardi^  and  other  oriental  geographers, 
under  the  name  of  Al  Balkhi,     Mohammed  Ebn  Emir  Khoand 
^haby  or  rather  Kbowand  Shah,  commonly  called  by  the  Eu' 
ropean  writers  Mirkhond,  who  compofed   a  great  hiftoricat 
wofk,  intituled,  Rawdhat  Al  Safoy  was  like  wife  furnamed 
Al  "Balkhi  by  the  eadern  hiftoriaas.     Mohammed  Ebn  Okail^ 
a  celebrated  compiler  of  hiflory,  and  another  learned  man 
famous .  for  T)is  .Ikill  in  geography,   called  Al  Balkhiy  were 
both  originally  of  this  city.     Abu  Ma^Jhar^  an  aftrologer.j 
Ahu  Khatem,  tbe  tranflator  of  the  Indian  author  Shanak  up- 
on filhes ;    Rajhld^  a  celebrated  poet ;    Anwari^  a  famous 
poet  and  allronomer  i  befides  many  other  learned  men,  that 
we  cannot  enumerate  here,  are  faid  to  have  been  natives 
q{  Balkh     With  regard  to  the  fate  this  place  ha^  at  diffe- 
rent times  met  with,  our  readers  will'  not  be  difplcafed.  to 
find  the  followi^ng  particulars.     Balkh^  with  the  whole  pro- 
vince of  Kborajan,  fell  under  the  dominion  of  Ifmacl  Al  Sar 
w*',  OT  Ifniael  Al  Sammdniy  faid   by   fome  to  be  defcended 
frow  the  Famous  Bahrdm  Chuhin,  the  firft  prince  of  the  Sam^ 
mdnian  family,  according  to  Ebn  Shohnahy  towards  the  clofe 
of  the-  third  century  of  the  Mojlem  aera.     In  the  year  of  the 
Hejra  432,  or  of  Christ  1041,  ^ogrol  Beg^  or  Togrol Bei^ 
a  Turkijh  prince  of  the  Seljukian  dynafty,  conquered  the  whole 
Drovinccofir6or<7/2//,  and  po/Tcfled  himfelf  of  tbe  city  of  Balkh. 
In  the  6 1 8th  year  of  the  Mojlem  aera,  anfwering  to  the  year  of 
pur  Lord  i  %%  r,  this  city  was  taken  by  the  Tartars^  or  Moguls^ 
under  the  command  of  jenghtz  Khdn^  who  caufed  all  the  inha* 
bitants  tobe  conducted  without  (he  walls,  and  malTacred  without 

Z  2  pity. 
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pity.   In  the  77  !ft  year  of  the  Hejra^  or  of  our  Lord  1369, 
.  Tamerlan  beiieged  Sultan  Hofein^  the  laft  prince  of  the  bxxif 
of  Jenghtz  Khdn^  in  Balkhy  and  obliged  him  to  funenderthe 
place;  which  his  fucceflbrs  kept  in  their  hands,  till  they  ime 
driven  from  thence  by  t)^t  Uzbeh^  under  the  command  of 
Shalbek  Khan^  in  the  ninth  century  of  the  Hejraj  and  theff« 
teenth  of  the  Chriftian  aera.     It  was  afterwards  redeemed  lij 
Shah  Ifmael  Sufi  Shah,  but  finally  wrefted  out  of  the  hands  d 
the  Pirfiam  by  the  Uzbeks,  who  remained  maften  of  it  almoft 
to  this  day.    We  are  told,  that  it  was  lately  the  fubjedof  at 
moft  perpetual  wars  between  the  Perfians  and  the  uzMuy  ii 
the  fame  manner  as  Baghdad  W2s  between  the  former  of  tMl 
nations  and  the  Turks,  and  the  city  of  Kandahar  between  Ab 
Shah  of  Perjia  and  the  Great  Mogul.     It  was  not  long  fiioB 
the  refidence  of  a  Khan  of  the  Uzbeks,  who  pofiefs  the  b^ 
thern  part  of  Great  Bukharia.    Its  diftriA  muft  be  allowed  to 
be  but  fmall,  in  refped  of  the  territories  of  the  Khan  of  £d- 
hdria;  but  as  this  produces  very  confiderable  quantities  rf 
iilk,  of  which  the  inhabitants  make  ftufB,  and  is  extradb 
fertile,  and  well  cultivated,  the  Khdn  drew  lately  a  verjHr 
revenue  from  thence.     His  fubjeds  were  the  moft  civiliseitf 
tht  Mohammedan  Tartars  of  Great  Bukharia,  to  which  therf* 
^     vantageous  trade  carried  on  between  them,  the  Perfians,  tfi 
the  fubje^  of  the  Great  Mogul,jiot  a  little  contributed,  llf 
town  of  Balkh,  at  prefent  the  moft  confiderable  of  any  pdP 
feiTed  in  thofe  parts  by  the  Mohammedan  Tartars,  is 
fair,  and  populous  \  and  its  buildings  are  for  the  moft  part 
ftone  oir  brick.    The  fortifications  confift  of  bulwarks 
earth,  fenced  without  with  a  ftrong  wall,  high  enough  to 
thofe  employed  in  the  defence  of  thofe  fortificatioas.   At 
place  is  the  refort  of  ail  the  bufinefi  tranfaded  between 
Indies  and  Great  Bukharia,  has  a  fine  river  pafling  from 
S.  S.  £.  through  its  fuburbs,  which  is  of  vaft  fervice  to 
tovirn,  and,  in  time  of  peace,  all  foreign  merchants,  and 
travellers,  have  free  liberty  and  permtffion  to  manage 
affairs  in  it,  trade  flourifhes  extremely  at  Balkh.     The 
faid  river  falls  into  the  JmA  about  the  380  30'  north  ' 
upon  the  confines  of  Great  Bukharia  and  Khowarazm. 
Khan^s  palace,  or  caftle,  is  a  laij^e  edifice,  built  after  the 
cntal  manner,  and  confifb  almoft*intireIy  of  marble,  of 
there  are  very  fine  quarries  in  the  neighbouring  moui 
The  jealoufy  that  has  long  fubfifted  between  the  neiebborf 
ing  powers  preferved,  till  very  lately*  the  Kbdu  of  Ba&b  iil 
flate  of  independency,  and  not  a  little  forwarded  the  exM^ 
fion  of  the  trade  carried  on  by  his  fubjeds.    But  he  1 
laft  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  Perjian  forces,  under  die 
mand  of  Riza  Kouli  Mirza^  detached  by  his  father  Ni 


Car  The  Hifiory  of  the  Arabs.  357 

Shah  z^in^Ait  Uzbeks  J  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  17379  and 

ibally  to  Nadir  Shah  himfelf,  in  the  year  1 739,  upon  his  re- 

torn  from  his  Indian  expedition*     We  fball  conclude  our  ac* 

count  of  this  city  with  obferving,  that  the  longitude  of  Balkh 

has  been  determined  by  Ulugh  Beigh^  or  Olugh  Beky.  to  be . 

;  loi^  00^  and  its  latitude  36^  41'  j  though,  according  to  the 

;  more  accurate  determination  of  the  later  ailronomers,  it  (lands 

;  k  longittide  920  2o\  and  latitude  370  10'  K 

The  anterior  part  of  this  dirhem  exhibits  the  words  Bi'  Difcrip- 
;  Ar/iUtf  thfamanen  wathfamanina  wamedten  j  that  is.  In  Balkh,  tion  rfthi 
:  188,  fxfirtuk  at  Balkh  in  the  i%%th  year  of  the  Hejra,  or  of  coin. 
Christ  8q^.     The  reverfe  has  prefervedf  the  following  in- 
(fcripdon  originally  imprefled  upon  it :  Mohamrnedgn  rajuh  .  •  • 
'Mhi  wamala  namiyyetehi  . . .  PEmtro  T  Mamuno  Ab£allahi .  •  • 
\m  Etmri  FA^menina  aleya  walioyy'amadi  tMoJJemina  Tahya  ; 
;  i*  e.  Mohammed  is  the  apojile  of  GoDy  and  the  plenitude  of  all 
Uscrebtures  :  The  prince  AJ  Mamun  Abd'allah,  the/on  of  the 
Srince  of  the  faithful^  is  the  high  fupporter  of  the  pillars  of  the 
^tfoitms :  Yahya,  or  John.  Hence  we  learn,  that  dirhems  were 
'  ed  this  year  at  Balkhy  in  honour  of  Al  Alamin^  who  had 
called  to  the  fucceffion  after  Al  Anun^  by  one  Tahya^  who 
to  have  been  at  leaft  the  governor  of  that  city,  if  not 
the  whole  province  of  Kborafan.  The  title  of  the  plenitude^  ' 
mbiUty^  of  all  creatures^  here  implies,  that  Mohammed  vf 2.% 
moft  noble  and  excellent  of  all  created  beings ;  and  that 
was  one  of  his  lingular  properties,  and  a  prerogative  pe- 
to  him,  who  was  believed  by  his  followers  to  have  ere* 
Adam  and  all  other  creatures,*  to  have  been  the  iiril  pro- 
in  the  order  of  creation,  and  the  lafl;  in  the  order  of  mif- 
to  have  be^n  the  prince  and  lord  of  all  the  Tons  oiAdam^  •  » 

live  had  the  angels  Gabriel^  ACchael,  Izrafil^  or  Ifrafil^ 
'  Azrdtlj  for  hb  HJirSy  we  are  informed  by  fome  of  the  moft 
brated  Moflem  authors  ">. 

The  fame  year,  that  is,  the  i88th  of  the  Hejray  fome  Other  dir» 
'ms  were  likewife  coined  at  Baghdad-^  one  of  which  is  hems 

Qboro.  Jac.  Kbhr,  ttbt  fop.  p.  14*  15.    D'Hbrbel.  BibL 
It.  abi  fup.  Ebn  Al  Wardi»  KuoNDEMiRy  Auc.  Lobb  Al 

AWARIKH,  Abu'l  KaISEM  AhMED  ^BN  AbD*ALLAH,  ID^tf^^/  ^ 

^tf/y  Arab8Hah»  in  vit.  Tim.  Al  Jannab.  Ebn  Yusef^  £bn 

ORNAH,  An  account  of  the  prefent  ilate  of  Northern  Afia,  Sec.  p; 

'  467.  Lood.  1729.  Hanwa'x's  hidorical  account  of  the  Britiih 

over  the  Cafpian  fea,  with  the  revolutions  of  Perfia,  vol.  iv. 

_   148,  205.  Lond.  1753.  Uluchi  Bbicui  tab.  geographic,  op. 

'jjt  ftad.  Johan.  Gravii,  P- '  43-  Oxon.  1 7 1  t  .    Vide  etiam  Theoph. 

wCEFRrD.  Bayer,  hiilor.  regn.  Grxcorum  Badlrian.  p.  15 19, 

Tl^etrQpoU,  1738.  »  Geo RG.  Jacob.  Kehr,  ubi  fup. 

r*.  16.  Al  Jannab.  p.  323.    Gagn.  la  vie  de  Mahom.  torn.  ii.  c- 

pop- 165.370. 
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firucl  at  faid  tD  have  been  difcovered  in  1 722,  on  the  coaft  of  the  £^ 
Baghdad  tUkj  not  far  from  Dantzick.  The  following  words,  at  the 
ibis  year,  time  of  its  difcovery,  were  vifible  upon  it:  Eefmi^..,  SX 
dhoreba  hafa  .  « .  ddithemo  benudtnati .  .  Sfalam^  Jtnata  /^ 
tnanen  wathfamahtna  wanuaten  \  that  is,  in  the  name  ^Gop, 
this  dirhem  xuasjiruck  in  the  city  of  peace  {or  Baghdad)  in  lb 
l%ithyear^  i.  c.  i?/'  the  Hejra.  1  he  infcription  vifiblc  on  the 
reverfe  confifts  of  thefe  words,  Mohammedon  rajulo  . .  Mi 
arjalaho  bethlda  wadini  . ,  thakki  leyodh'Jheraho  da  .  \  did 
kollehi  "joalau  kurcha  . .  rmojhrekuna  \  that  is,  Mohamnudhit 
apoftle  of  God  J  who  fent  him  ivith  dire^ficn^  or  the  right  reaj^ 
and  the  true  religion^  that  he  might  render  this  fufericr  to,  ii 
fnore  confpicuous  tkan^  all  other  religions,  tho'  the  ajfociatmmi^ 
abhor  it.  Of  which  infcription  we  have  already  given  a  par- 
ticular account  and  explication  in  a  preceding  part  of  de 
work.  M.  Kehr  feems  to  think,  that  the  Khalff  Ham  i 
RoflAd  caufed  a  great  number  of  fuch  filvcr  pieces  to  bciw 
ftruck  at  B<ghdddy  in  order  to  d^iflribute  them  amongllb 
troops,  during  the  expedition  he  thought  lit  at  this  time  If 
Undertake  againft  the  Greeks,  For  a  farther  account  of  &t 
expedition,  we  muft  beg  leave  to  refer  our  readers  to  whathi 
been  already  obferved  on  this  hekd  from  Al  Makin  andifc 
Jaafar  Al  Talari  ".  • 

Harun  /«-     The  following  year,  being  the  189th  year  of  the  Hjr^ 
^fades        HarUn  Al  RaJhU removed  Ahmed Ehn  Ifmad  Al Hajhtmi 
Phrygta    the  government  of  Egypt,  and  fubdituted  in  bis  room 
tbe /el'      Zeneiba  ;  whom  he  foon  after  depofed,  and  conferred  the 
lowing      become  vacant  by  his  amotion  on  Hafan  Ebn  Jamil  Al 
year.         About  the  fame  time,  a  body  of  the  Khali f%  forces  penctrarf 
into  Phrygia,  overthrew  an  imperial  array  fent  to  oppofe  thcifu 
and  retired  into  the  Mojlem  territories  without  having  fuftaiatf 
any  confiderable  lofs.     It  appears  from  a  dirhem  found  on  Al 
coaft  of  the  Baltick  in  1722,  that  the  mint  fet  up  at  BaltbkA 
out  fome  more  of  thofe  pieces  this  year,  or  at  leail  in  tbe  ft^ 
of  the  Hejra  187.     This  coin  feems  to  have  been  ftruckk 
honour  cither  of  Al  Amm  or  Al  Mamwiy  one  of  the  KbaUfi 
fons,  or  rather  of  the  latter  of  thofe  princes,  whofe  namel 
exhibits,  according  to  M.  Kehr.     On  the  firft  fide  are  obfii» 
vable  thefe  words,  Be-Bdlkha,  tes^enwathfamanina  ivameitta^ 
At  Balkh,  in  the  year  18^  5  or  Be-Balkha,  fas' ben  watbfatdh 
nina  wameaten.  At  Balkb>  in  the  year  187.     After  the  wor4| 
Mohammed  //  the  apojile  of  God y  on  the  reverie,  anodicr 
name  of  the  Mojlem  [u-ophet,  iva*alakeyatoho,  and  bis  atfBh 
Janty  occurs  1  which  implies,  that  he  was  unified  with  die 

n  Georg-JacKchr,  ubi  fup.  p.  g,— ij,   A»u  Jaafar  At 
Tabar,  Al  Majcin,  ubi  fup.  p.  11 89  x'x9. 
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Deity  in  fuch  a  jsanner^  that  the  ^ivijoe  an4  human  natures  in 
him  were  infeparable.  The  other  part  of  the  inrcription  is 
the  faine  with  |hat  pr^ferved  oa  the  rtv^Ic  .of  the  dirhim 
Qoioed  at  Balkb  the  preceding  year ;  tho'"  the  Cilfic  letters,  of 
vhich  thofe  infcriptions  are  coDipcfed,  as  to  their  forms,  ad- 
mit of  ibcne  variation  ^. 

In  the  igotb  year  of  the  Hejroy  commencing  NovemherThe  Jtha-. 
27th,  80s,  Haruu  Al  R^Jhid  marched  into  the  imperial  pro-lif  w^^Jw- 
viiices  with  an  army  of  135,000  men,  befidcs  a  great  number/^^^  ff 
gf  volunteers,  and  others  who  were  not  inroUed  amongft  Yi\%^^dUitm 
tpoops.    He  firft  laid  fiegc  to  Heraclca^  took  it,  and  reduced  ix^^'^fi  '^ 
to  alhes;   after  which,  he  made  himfclf  m  after  of  feveral 
other  towns.     He  is  faid  to  have  carried  with  him  fiom  /fc-'^^^ 
raxka  no  Icfs  than  i6»ooo  prisoners ;  and,  after  the  conclu-^^     ^^ 
iion  of  this  expedition,  to  have  made  a  defc^nt  on  the  ifland  | aTooa 
of  CjffruSy  the  people  of  which  country  he  pillaged  and  p'un-^^* 
jered  in  a  dreadful  manner.    .This  fuccefs  fo  intimidated  Ni- 
,t/fhru^9  the  Greek  emperor,  ti:at  he  immediately  fent  the 
I  tribute  due  to  Harun^  and  concluded  a  pe^ce  with  the  Khalif 
lupon  dhe  terms  he  thought  fit  to  pceicribe ;  one  of  which  was, 
,  ^t  the  city  of  HeracUa  (bould  never  be  rebuilt.     About  the 
Jime  time«  or  rather  whiUl  Harun  was  employed  in  the  afore- 
6id  eJ^dition,  Rafe"  Ebn  AlLe'nh  revolted  againft  xh^Kkalif 
|t  Samariand^  and  aflembled  a  corJiderable  force  to  fupport 
liim  in  his  defe£^ion  \  which  probably  induced  the  latter  to 
ut  the  Greek  emperor  fo  fpcedy  a  peace  ;  tho*  that  prince's 
»ps  were  by  no  means  in  a  pondicion  at  this  time  to  make 
id  agatnfl  him.     It  fcems  likely,  from  one  of  them  found 
\9g9ixDantwci  in  1722,  with  the  words  tes^ina  wameaten^  i.  e. 

i90,  upon  it,  that  the  Khali/ cTiukd  a  large  number  of  dir- 
fiBii  to  be  now  ftruck,  in  order  to  defray  the  expence  of  a 
I  ^griipage  to  Mecca^  which  he  perfornjed  the  following  year* 
i ihe  citizens  of  Toledo^  at  this  time,  rebelled  againft  the 
{^t^tm  Khalif ^  Al  Hukem^  in  &pain.  But  that  prince  Tent 
liisfon  ALd'alrahmaUy  then  only  fourteen  years  of  age,  with 
an  army  againft  their  city  \  who,  by  the  ailiftance  of  one  Am- 
I  kr^Zy  governor  of  Saragafa  and  Husjca^  who  betrayed  them^ 
^r  they  had  admitted  him  into  the  town,  found  means  to 
enter  the  place,  without  the  trouble  and  fatigue  of  a  iiege,  put 
jooo  of  them  to  the  fword,  after  he  had  decoyed  them  to  an 
^tertainment,  and  intirely  exttnguifhcd  the  rebellion  that  had 
begun  to  fhiike  Al  Haieru's  throne.  We  arc  told  by  Tbeo- 
fbaneSy  that  the  greateft  part  of  a  body  of  light- armed  troops, 
ient  by  the  Gre£i  emperor  into  Syria^  to  a£l  againft  the  Khalif 

*  Abv  Taafar  AlTaba|i.  Theophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  406.  Ab 
Makin,  abifup.  p.  119.  Georg.  Jac.  ICfiHa,  ubifup.  p.  i8,  19, 
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"  there,    periibed,    without  efFeAing  any  thing,   this  cam* 

paign  p. 

JUfc'Ebn     THE  next  year,  being  the  191ft  Tear  of  the  Hijra^  the 

Al  Leith   Kbaltf  removed  AH  Ebn  Ifa  Ebn  Aiabam  from  the  govern* 

mdis  a     ment  of  Kborafin^  probably  becaufe  he  was  not  fufficieotly  at* 

great  fro'  tentive  to  the  motions  of  Raff  Ebn  AlLeitb^  and  appointed 

grefi  tu     Hav^ma  Ebn  Ayan  to  fucceiM  him  in  that  poft.     The  new 

iL^^%     lieutenant  had  no  fooner  entered  upon  the  government  of  the 

^^  ^C    province  afligned  him,  than  he  fent  his  predeceilbr,  who  had 

V  ^'^*^' exercifed  unheard-of  tyranny  upon  the  people  of  KborafSn^  in 

chains  to  Harttn  Al  Rajbtd,    The  Kbaltf  ^(o  deprived  of  his 

office  Khastb^  whom  he  had  conftitutcd  coUedor  of  the  rew-i 

^  nues  of  Egypt  J  the  preceding  year.     It  milft  he  here  obiervui, 

that  Theophanes  places  the  laft-mentioned  irruption  of  the 

^rabs  into  the  imperial  territories  in  the  prefent  year.     He 

informs  us,  that  Harm  advanced  to  Tyana  in  Cappad§cim  at 

the  head  of  an  army,  raifed  in  Syria^  Palejiinij  and  l^ibftt,  of 

300,000  men,  feized  upon  that  cfty,  and  ereded  a  mdqoe 

there;  that  he  alfo  made  \{\Tn(^\fmz&tt of  HeracUa^^behafiy 

called  Safsaf  by  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari^  Malacopaa^  SiJen- 

talus f  and  Andrafus^  the  Androfia  of  Ptolemy^  and  detached  a 

Dddy  of  6o,coo  men  to  ravage  all  the  neighbouring  difirifls. 

Afterwards  he  penetrated  to  Amyra^  took  a  narrow  view  of 

that  fortrefs,  and  then  returned  home ;  having  laid  wafte  the 

circumjacent  territory  with  fire  and  fword.     I'his  rapid  pn>- 

frefs  of  the  Arabs  obliged  the  emperor  Nicepborus  to  fend  em- 
aJT^dors  to  Harun  to  treat  of  a  peace;  which  was  at  laft 
granted  by  the  Kbaltf  upon  condition  that  he  ihould  pay  sa 
annual  tribute  of  30,000  pieces  of  gold,  with  his  own  eSnes 
Vpon  them,  and  3000  more  with  that  of  his  fon  ;  as  allbSiac 
the  fortrefies  ruined  by  the  Mo/tems  (hould  never  be  refiuti- 
fied  or  repaired;  But  the  Arabs  were  fcarce  got  out  of  die 
imperial  dominions,  when  Nicepborus  ordered  ^hofe  towns  to 
be  rebuilt,  and  ftrengthened  with  new  fortifications ;  of  whidi 
the  Kbaltf  being  apprized,  he  immediately  returned  widi  m 
powerful  army,  rcpoflfefTed  himfelf  of  Ti/i^,  made  a  ifc- 
fcent  upon  the  iiland  of  Cyprus^  being  affifted  therein  hj  a 
ftrong  fleet,  which  forwarded  the  operations  of  the  land-- 
forces,  demoliflied  many  churches  there,  and  carried  off  a 
vaft  number  of  Cbriflians  with  him  into  captivity.  Such  ra^ 
peated  fuccefs^  could  not  byt  intimidate  Niatboru^j  who 
thereupon  was  glad  to  conclude  a  freih  treaty  witn  the  Kba^^ 

.  »»  Abu  Jaapak  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  vU  fop.  Qaao. 
Abu'lFaraj.  ubifup.  p.  234.  Georg.  Jac.  Kehr,  obifiip. 
f.  12.  RoDBRiG.  Tolbtam.  abi  fpp.  c.  xzii|Zzii4.  ».  acs  91, 
T{i?OPUA|i:c)^on«{rfph.  |>.  ^96. 
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upon  the  (ame  terms  with  that  he  had  violated  before.  Soon 
!*  after,  Har&n  undertook  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca^  with  his  three 
ibosy  and  diftributed  vaft  funis  of  money  amongft  the  poor  of 
that  city,  as  well  as  Midina^  before  his  return  to  Baghdad. 
We  muft  not  forget  to  remark,  that  the  rebel  Rafe*  Ebn  Al 
Lesib  made  a  formidable  progreft  in  the  conqueft  of  Kborafan 
the  prefent  year  9. 

Th£  following  year,  being  the  iQzd  of  the  Hijra^  be-  The  Kha* 
ginning  N&vembir  6th,  807,  HarUn  marched  aeainft  Rafe*  \\^ finds 
Mbn  Al  Leitby  who  pretended  to  difpute  the  ICtallfat  with  bisfim  AJ 
him.   The  general  rendezvous  of  his  forces  was  in  the  plains  Mamiia 
of  Rakka^  horn  whence  he  advanced  at  the  head  of  them  to  ^i^^ft 
Baghdad.    Having  fupplied  the  troops  vnth  every  thing  necef-  ^'^* 
&ry  at  diat  place,  he  continued  his  march  to  the  frontiers  of 
yorjoHy  where  he  was  feized  with  an  illnefs  which  grew 
more  violent  after  he  bad  entered  that  province.    Finding 
himfelf,  therefore,  not  able  to  purfue  his  route,  he  reiigned 
the  command  of  the  army  to  his  fon  AlAfamin^  appointed 
many  experienced  officers  to  ferve  under  him,  ordered  him  to 
march  diredly  to  Meru  in  queft  of  the  rebels,  and  retired 
himfelf  to  Tus  in  Kborafan^  twelve  parafangs  of  NifabHrj 
not  Tufier  in  KhusUflatiy  the  antient  Sufa^  as  we  find  falfely 
aflerted  by  M.  Kihr.    Before  the  £hi/l/'aflembled  his  forces 
at  Rakkoy  he  deprived  Hajan  Ebn  Jamil  of  the  eovernment 
of  Egypt^  and  fent  Malec  Ebn  Dabam  to  Mefr  to  (ucceed  him 
in  that  pofl.     We  are  told  by  Khondemiu  (hat  the  Kballfizvi 
in  2L  dream  at  Rakka^  before  be  departed  from  that  place,  4 
hand  over  his  head,  full  of  red  earth,  and  at  the  fame  time 
hesurd  the  voice  of  a  peribn  pronouncing  thefe  words.  See  tbt 
tarib  in  which  Harfin  is  U  be  inttmd.    U(^n  which,  he  der 
manded  where  he  was  to  -be  buried  i  and  was  inftantly  an* 
fwered  by  the  fame  voice.  At  Tiis.    This  greatly  difcom^ 
poling  him,  he  communicated  the  dream  to  his  chief  pbyli-^ 
cian  Gabriily  the  fon  of  Bakhtljhua,  a  Chrijiiany  who  told 
bina,  that  thb  ought  to  give  him  no  manner  of  concern,  aa 
dreams  were  only  phantoms  produced  by  the  fumes  which  the 
humours  of  the  body  fent  into  the  brain  ;  and  that  the  expe- 
dition to  Kh$rafany  in  order  to  extinguifh  ^e  rebellion  of  Raff 
£bn  Al  Iditb  there,  he  was  upon  rthe  point  of  undertaking* 
had  given  place  to  this  imagination.    To  which  the  dodor 
added,  that  no  better  remedy  could  be  thought  of  to  diffipate 
hia  chagrin,  than  to  purfue  fqme  favourite  diverfion  that  might 

P  Aav  J^AFAft  Al  TabaRi  V^l  Makin,  uba  fop.  p.  119, 
THBOFHim.  abi  fup.  p.  407,  408.  Georc.  Cbdrbn.  ubi  iup.  p« 
476—478.  Gborg.  Jac.  KBHBxUbifuf.  p.  12.  Bvtycb.  anna]« 
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dftfwhis  attention  another  way.  The  Khalifa  therdbrc,  by 
his  phyfician's  advice,  pnrpared  a  magnificetit  regale  for  his 
principal  courtiers,  which  continued  feycral  days.  After  this, 
he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  troops^  and  advanced  to  the 
eonfines  of  Jorjaity  where  he  was  attacked  by  the  diftcmper 
iSiat  proved  fatal  to  him.  This  increafing,  he  found  hioiielf 
obliged  to  leave  the  army,  and  retire  to  Tus  %  where  the  pre- 
di^ion  communicated  to  hiiii  in  his  dream  was  fulfillod^  as 
will  ibon  more  clearly  appear.  In  the  month  of  Scptaukar 
this  year,  according  to  The^phanes  and  Csdr^nus^  the  yirais 
made  a  defcent  upon  the  iiland  of  Rbcdes^  commiUed  dreadful 
depredat'rons  there,  and  at  laft  retired  into  their  own  duini- 
nions  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  fpoil.  About  the  £unc 
time,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  date  prelerved  on  one  of 
them  found  on  the  coaft  of  the  Baltick  in  1722,  fome  dirbaas 
Were  ftruck  at  MohammedUay  a  city  of  Kirnuny  fanK>us  ix 
the  great  number  cf  learned  men  it  has  produced.  The  words 
that  determine  the  place  whene,  and  the  time  when,  this 
piece  was  coined,  are,  Bel'Mohanimediyyata  eth/fsatdyns  ttMx^ 
s*ina  wameiiUn^  i.e.  /n  Mohammed  ia,  ory/rx^^ri  a/ Moham* 
media,  in  the  year  cf  the  Hejra  192,  of  Christ  807,  or  ra- 
ther 808 •  As  Mobammediu  was  not  at  a  vaft  dift^uice  firoiB 
TWi,  and  our  dirhm  exhibits  the  name  Jl  Amta^  it  fecms  10 
have  been  coined  in  honour  of  that  prince,  a  lictie  before  his 
father's  deceafe.  As  M  Amin  was  likewife  at  this  time  cany* 
hig  on  his  miliury  preparations,  in  order  to  attack  his  brother 
Al  Mamdn^  then  commander  in  chief  of  the  K})alif%  forces 
m  Khorafdriy  thefe  pieces  might  have  been  firuck  to  enable 
jfl  Amin  to  undertake  the  projected  expedition,  immediately 
after  Al  HarufCs  death  ;  or  they,  might  have  been  coined  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Adahanmiediay  not  only  as  an  inflance  of  their 
homage  and  loyalty  to  Al  Amin,  but  likewife  with  a  view  of 
making  a  confiJerable  prefent  to  that  prince.  At  kaft  this  Is 
the  opinion  of  M.  K£hr,  The  language  fpoke  at  M^hatjwudia 
is  the  Perfu  \  which  \%  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  this  city  is 
ttlmoft  fituated  in  the  very  heart  of  Perjia,  Other  dirbcm* 
were  likewife  coined  this  year  at  Baghdad^  as  appears  isaoL 
two  of  them  difcovered  with  t^e  former  in  1722.  We  muft 
fliot  forget  to  obferve,  that  M.  Kehr  is  inconfiftent  with  him- 
felf, when  in  one  place  he  affirms  Tns  to  have  belonged  to 
Ptrfioy  and  in  another  to  the  province  of  Khorafan  ;  and  ^h^ 
iMohamnudia  flood  in  loi^tude  90*^  Oo'>  and  lat.  31^  45. 

Tke 

'  Greg.  ABuVFAaAj,  et  Ei/TTcu.  nbifap.  Khondsiiie^ 
Abu  Ja  AFAR  Al  Ta6ar.  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  p.  iso.  Trbo- 
PUAN.  et  CcDREN.  ubi  Aip.  Georg.  Jacob.  Kehr«  ubi  (bp.  |^. 
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'  The   193d  year  of  the  Hejrn,  bcgirfning  OHober  2:5th,  Harun  Al 
808,  was  fs^nous  for  the  death  of  ihcTKhalif  Harun  Al  Ra-  Rafliid'/ 
pidy  ^ho  departed  this  life  the  third  of  the  latter  Jornada  at  death,  and 
Tus\  being  then,  according  to  EutyJuus^  forty-tix,  or,  \{charaiUr, 
we  will  believe  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  and  Abu'l-Faraj^  forty- 
fcven,  or,  laftly,  as  otners  will  have  it,  forty-erght  years  of 
age.    Upon  his  arrival  at  Tus^  to  which  place  the  violence 
of  his  diftemper  obliged  him  to  retire,  he  fent  foi"  his  phyfi- 
cian,  Gabriel  Ebn  Bakktijhuay  and  fiiid  to  him,  "  Do  you  re- 
"  member,  Gabriel^  my  dream  at  Rakka  ?   We  are  now  ar- 
"  rived  at  Ti?J,  the  place,  according  to  what  was  prediSed 
"  in  that  dream,  of  my  interment,  bend  one  of  my  eunuchs 
**  to  fetch  me  a  handful  of  the  earth  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
"  the  city.'*     Upon  which,  one  of  his  favourite  eunuchs^ 
named  MaJrHr^  was  immediately  dlfpaiched  to  bring  a  littld 
of  the  foil  of  the  place  to  the  Khalif\  who  foon  returned^ 
and  brought  a  handful  of  red  earth,  which  he  prefented  to 
Harun  with  his  arm  half  bare.     At  the  fight  of  which,  the 
^*tfii/*inftantly  cried  out,  "In  truth,  this  is  the  earth,  and 
"  this  the  very  arm,  that  I  faw  in  my  dream.**     Whereupon 
bis  fpirits  failing  him,  and  his  malady  in'creafing,  he  died 
three  days  after  this  frightful  fight,  and  was  buried  in  the  fame 
place,  where  a  (lately  monument  was  afterwards  ereAed  in 
honour  of  the  Imam  Alt  Ebn  Mufa  Ebn  Jaafar^  called  by  the 
Pirfians  the  Imam  Riza^  going  under  the  appellation  of  Majb" 
iad  Rtza^  or  the  fepulchre  of  Riza^  at  this  day.     Some  au- 
thors relate,  that  both  thefe  princes  were  interred  at  Senabad^ 
a  village  about  a  parafangdiftant  from  Tus ;  and  that  Sawri 
Ebn  Al  Adetez^  who  prcUded  over  the  difiricls  of  Nifabtir 
and  TAs  in  the  days  of  Mahmud  Gazni,  adorned  the  fpot 
where  HarUn  and  Kiza  lay  inhumed  with  many  fuperb  and 
magnificent  buildings.     Which  place  has  fince  been  fo  beau- 
tified and  inlarged  by  the  later  Perjian  kings,  that  7Uj,  with 
which  this  is  now  immediately  connefled,  was  at  leaft  very 
lately  efteemed  the  metropolis  of  Khorajan,     Nor  did  the  ter- 
ritory of  Tus  make  a  mean  figure  500  years  ago,,fince  we 
are  told  by  Tdkut  Ebn  Akd'allah  Al  Hamathi^  that  it  then 
contained  about  a  thoufand  villages  and  towns.     It  appears 
from  Abu'l-Faraj,  that  Bajhir  Ebn  /I  Leitb,  Rafe*  Ebn  At 
Ltitbh  brother,  was  brought  to  the  Khalif  in  chains, when  that 
prince  was  at  the  point  of  death ;  who,  at  the  light  of  him, 
declared,  that  if  he  had  had  only  time  enough  left  him  to 
fpeak  two  words,  he  would  fay.  Kill  him ;  and  immediately 
ordered  him  to  be  cut  to  pie<:e8  in  his  prcfence  i  which  being 

etUtUGH  Beich.  Tatar,  op.  et  flud.  Johannis  Gravii,  Qxon«x  7 1  !• 
Goiii  not.  ad  AlfragaD.  p.  185 — 188,  216,  &c. 
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done,  he  fix>n  after  expired.  Harin  bx  about  tbree-and* 
twenty  years  upon  the  MoJUm  throne.  As  to  his  peribn,  he 
was  tall,  corpulent,  and  of  a  fair  complexion  \  he  had  tfaidc 
bufhy  hair,  which  had  begiin  to  grow  grey,  a  bandfome  face, 
and  a  black  beard  :  his  head  he  took  care  to  have  (haved  as 
often  as  he  performed  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  With  regard 
to  his  difpofidon,  he  was  a  peribn  of  fuch  lingular  humanity, 
that,  in  this  point,  he  could  fcarce  be  paralleled  by  any  of  bis 

Eredeceflbrs,  of  great  liberality,  efpecially  to  poets,  being  excef- 
vel  V  fond  of  the  Arab  poetry,  and  even  capable  of  writing  verles 
liimielf,  magnanimous  and  brave,  and  fo  devout,  that  he  is  faid 
to  have  g>ne  eight  or  nine  times  on  pilgrimage  to  il^fotf,  whilft 
he  was  Kbalif'  He  fpent  a  cdnfiderable  time  in  prayer  cveiy 
day,  except  when  he  was  fick,  and,  during  the  performance  of 
bis  devotions,  according  to  Ahujaafar  AlTabari  and  Abu  I- Fa- 
raj^  made  an  hunc^r^d  incurvations.  He  alfo  diftributed  every 
day  a  thoufand  £rb:ms  amongft  the  poor,  and  carried  with 
him  an  hundred  learned  men  to  Muia ;  and  when  he  did  not 

Iro  thither  himfdf,  he  took  care  to  fiirnifli  three  hundred  per- 
ons  with  proper  accommodations  for  fuch  a  journey.     None 
of  the  preceding  Khaltfs  had  fo  great  a  number  of  counfellors, 
judges,  learned  men,  and  poets,  in  his  palace,  as  Har4m  M 
Rafl>id.    Al  Afqiaghi  relates,  that,  on  a  certain  day,  he  found 
AlRaJhidiX[  in  tears,  upon  difcoveringa  paflage  in  the  poetical 
works  of  AbuU  Ababia^  that  he  applied  to  himfelf,  and  (eemcd 
to  interpret  as  a  prediction  of  his  death.     The  diftemper  that 
attacked  him  with  great  fury  and  violence  at  ^4s  is  (aid  to 
have  been  the  bloody  flux,  which  at  laft  proved  fatal  to  him. 
The  firft  and  lafl  day  of  his  reign  was  Saturday.     His  fiift 
counfellors  were  Taiya  Ebn  Khdled  Ebn  Barmac^  and  his  two 
fons  Al Fadl 2iX\AJaafar I  after  whofe  difmiffion,  betook^ 
Fa(U  Ebn  Al  Rabu    He  is  faid  likewife  afterwards  to  (have 
delivered  the  privy  feal  to  Ali  Ebn  Baitar.    Ijmael  Ebn  Saiih 
alfo  ferved  him  in  the  caps^city  of  prime  minifter  to  the  day  of 
his  death.  His  judges  weie  Ni/h  Ebn  Daraj  and  Hafas  Ebn 
'  Ayatj  in  the  eadern  parts  of  his  dominions;    and,  in  the 
Vfeftern,  AlHofein  EbnAlHaJan  Al  Awfi^  and  afterwards  jfum 
Ebn  Abtallah  Al  Mafudi.     We  are  likewife  told,  that  Mo- 
hammed Ebn  Soma*  a  J  Sherik  EbnAbd^allahy  and  AU  Ebm  Hmt^ 
mala  J  preiided  over  the  courts  of^  judicature  durine  fome  part 
of  his  reign.    The  captains  of  his  guards  were  AlKafem  Ebn 
Nafr  Ebn  Mdlecy  Hamzah  Ebn  Hozemy  and  Hafed  Ebn  Omar 
flbn  Al  Shojair ;  and  his  chamberlains,  Bajhar  Ebn  Maimdm^ 
his  fervant,  Mohammed  Ebn  Tahya  Ebn  Khdled  Ebn  Barmacy 
and  FadlEbn  AlRabh  The  infcription  of  his  feal  was,  Grtat^ 
nefs^  and  power  of  Goj>.    From  what  has  been  already  ob- 
fervedy  it  fufficiently  appears,  that  this  KhaHf  wa$  extremely 
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fend  of  learned  men,  and  cultivated  himfelf  at  leaft  fome  of 

the  fcicnces^    He  obliged  Malecy  the  author  qf  die  famous 

'    book  intitled  Mawtha^  to  write  an  explication  of  that  piece; 

who,  when  the  Kbalif  would  have  Ihut  the  door  of  the  cham* 

ber  wherein  that  explication  was  made,  boldly  told  him,  that 

knowledge  was  of  no  manner  of  lervice  to  the  great,  except 

they  communicated  it  to  thofe  of  a  lower  decree.     But,  in 

order  ^o  have  an  adequile  idea  of  the  llate  pf  learning  in  the 

JIdo/em  empire  during  this  Kbali/*s  reign,  and  perfedly  to  un* 

demand  on  what  foot  he  fet  the  fciences,  we  muft  bee  leave 

to  refer  our  curious  readers  to  the  hiftory  of  TawadUd  Kbatun 

and  HaruHj  as  well  as  the  works  of  divers  antient  authors, 

that  he  caufed  to  be  tranflated  into  Arabic ;  a  detail  of  which 

mav  be  met  with  in  the  Bibliotheque  of  M.  lyHerbebt  *•  « 

It  has  been  obferved  by  fome  of  the  oriental  hi^orians,  Harftn 

diat  Al  Mobdi  made  his  fon  Harun  a  prefent  of  a  mbft  beau->ri6  m 

dful  ruby-ring,  which  he  wore  himfelf,  as  an  earneft  of  the  ring  ibmi 

fucceffion,  to  which  he  was  called  after  his  brother  Al  Hddi  i  btbad 

and  that  the  laft  of  thefe  princes,  immediately  after  his  accef-  ^^''^'^ 

fion,  fcnt  a  eunuch  to  demand  it,  as  of  right  belonging  to  ^f'  '•' 

him.    This  unreafbnable  demand  fo  incenfed  HarUn^  that,  in  * '8™» 

the  eunuch's  prefence,  he  pulled  it  off  his  finger,  and  threw 

it  into  the  7%rix,  where  it  remained  till  Al  Hadi*s  death.  But 

no  fooner  had  he  taken  pofleffion  of  the  Kbaltfaty  than  he 

commanded  fome  divers  to  fearch  for  it  \  cafting  a  lead-ring, 

in  order  to  dired  them,  firom  the  fame  part  of  the  bridge 

where  he  ftood  before,  when  the  eunuch  demanded  Al  Mob^i 

ring  of  him,  into  the  river.    The  divers  were  fo  fortunate  on 

this  occafion  as  to  find  the  thing  fought  for,  without  any  diifi* 

culty  or  tofl ;  which  accident  was  confidered  as  a  certain  prog* 

noffic  of  a  happy  and  aufpicious  reign.  One  of  thefe  authors' 

relates,  that  tl^e  famous  Sakdiny  in  the  year  of  the  Htjra 

560,  loft  a  ruby*ring,  of  almoft  ineftimable  value,  which  .    ^ 

was  as  luckily  found  again  as  this  of  the  KbM  Hartln  At 

Rajlndt. 

In  the  1 80th  year  of  the  Hijray  Al  Rafind  being  fcized  with  Tbi  Kha* 

an  apopledic  fit,  the  phyficians  met  at  his  palace,  to  confultlif  r^ro- 

about  the  proper  means  of  relieving  him ;  when  Gahriely  the  virsfrmm 

fon  of  Bakhtijbua^  a  Chrijlianj  and  then  but  a  very  young  ^^  ^P^ 

fleaufai 

•  A»a  Jaapar  Al  Tabar.  AlMakin,  EuTYCB.ctGaKc. 
AbuVFaraj,  ubi  fap.  Khomdemir,  £bn  Hawkel,  Ism. 
Abvltsd.  Yakut  Ebw  Abdullah  Al  Mamathi,  Golii  not, 
adAlfragBn.  p.  185^^188.  Al  Asmaohi  et  Abu*l  Abahia,  apud 
Al  Makm,  obi  fap.  D*HtRBBL.  BibKeth.  orient,  p- 433,'8$3,ec 
alib.  pafi*.  <  Mirhond,  Ebn  Shohnah.    Vide  etiam 

D'HaABfi.  Biblioih.  orient,  p.  4^a.  .  ' 

man. 
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jnan,  declared,  tbat^  in  bis  opinion,  a  vein  was  immediately 
to  be  opened.     This  was  oppofed  by  Al  Amin^  .but  agreed  to 
by  jU  Mamufij  as  the  only  expedient  that  could  be  thought  of 
fo  favc  his  father's  life.     The  Khalifa  therefore,  was  blooded 
without  delay,  and  recovered;  after  which,  Al Mamim  re* 
lated  to  him  the  whole  affair,  and  was  ever  after  his  particular 
favourite.     As  for  Gahrlel^  Harun  was  fo  pleafed  with  his 
condu<3  on  this  occafion,  that  he  made  him  his  princfpal  phy- 
fician,  and  fettled  a  penfion  of  1 00,0©b  dirhems  upon  him ". 
as  does  his  '  When  Abd'allah  Ebn  Al  Mohdi\  the  Kholtf^s  brother,  was 
fan)Ottrite  profeftof  Egypt^  he  made  a  prefent  to  Harun  c5f  a  moftbcau- 
s^ftrefs     tlful  damfcl,  of  v.'hom  that  prince  was  paflionatcly  fond.  This 
from  en-    a^^j  being  oncc  extremely  ill,  and  the  court- ph}'ficians  not 
§ti^r  dtf'  being  ^ble  to  procure  her  any  relief,  the  Khalif  found  hiirifdf 
«r4Spr.        obliffcd  to  apply  tohis.  brother  for  a  doftor  from  E^ypt,    Jk* 
^  d*alTah^^  upon  this  application,  ler>t  him  the  patriarch  oi  Alt' 
.,   */.      xa^idriay  who  had  great  fkill  in  phyfic,  and  who  fooo  cured 
her  of  ber  diftempcr.  •  This  fo  pleafed  the  Khalifa  that  he  or- 
dered all  the  chvrc*hes  that  had  been  taken  away  from  the 
Melchites  in  Egypt  to  be  reftored  them,  artd  gave  the  patriarch 
a  large  fum  of  money  for  the  cure  he  had  performed.  Thispa- 
triarch,  whofe  name  wa?  Balattan^  or  Balaiianus^  died  in  the 
forty- feventh  year  of  bis  patriarchiate,  and  was  fucccedcdbjf 
one  EJlat^  or  Euftatius,  at  Alexandria^  in  the  fixteenth  jcar 
of  the  Khalifat  of  Al  ^ofud.     Which  Euflatius  was  oi^« 
nally  a  flax-drefTer';  but  finding  a  treafure  accidentally  ia 
the  place  where  he  beat  his  flax,  he  became  a  monk  in  the 
inonaftery  of  Al  Kofair^  was  at  laft  made  the  head  df  his 
convent,  and  built  the  church  of  the  Titi^  ApbJiUsj  tpg^tf, 
with  a  bed  chamber  .for  the  bi(hon.     He  lived,   after'  his 
advancement  to  the  patriarchate  oF  Alexandria^  only  fcur 
years  ;  and,  after  his  death,  one  Chriflopher  was  elevatedxo 
that  high  dignity;    wlio,  having  t)cen  afflifted  with  a  pa- 
ralytic diforder,  appointed  a  certain  bifhop,  named  Piter^ 
to  difcharge  the  duties  of  hisfundlion^or  him.  He  contijuied, 
however,  in  that  fublimc  poft,  tha'  very  infirm,  two-a^d- 
thirty  years.  '  In  the  eighth  year  of  Al  Rdjhid*s  reign,  Thet^* 
titus  was  conftituted  patriarch  of  Anfiochy  and  prefided  ovtr 
the  Chrtjlians  there  feventeen  years.     We  arc  told  by  &dU 
.  Ebn  Batriky  or  Eutychius ^thzt  there  was  fo  remarkable  a'f(3af 

eclipfe,  as  (houldJeem,  at  Alexandria^  after  eveniiig-praycff 
in  Harun^s  reign,  that  the  ftars  appeared,  and  the  people  wete 
firuck  with  terror,  infomuch  that  thev  iell  down  upon  tbor 
knees,  and  implored  the  divine  proteaion, .  For  other  parti' 
culars  relating  to  the  churches  oi  Alepe^ndria  and  Antiidfifi 

«  * 

*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabail.  AlMUkhv,  ubi  fop*  p.  IZ2*  . 
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the  Khaiifttt  oiJIRaJMd^  we  tnuft  beg  Idttre  tx>  refer  tmt  reft<f* 
era  ee  the  writers  mentioned  here;  as  a  detail  of  fuch  eccle* 
liftftica)  ailairs  would  by  no  means  be  compatible  with  our 
prefent  defign  v, 

A  CERTAIN  writer  relates,  that  Kdrun  being  one  day  told  HarlinV 
tkat  there  was  a  fool  at  Baghdady  who  precended  to  be  God,  eonfertnu 
he  fent  for  him,  in  order  to  convcrfe  with  htiH,  and  diibover  tuitb  « 
whether  he  was  really  a  fool  or  an  impofior.     At  bis  ftrtLzp^/o^/at 
pearance,  the  Khalif(i\f  to  him,  ^*  A  man  was  brought  before  Baghdad* 
^  me  fome  days  ago,  who  made  himfelf  afcol,  and  had  a 
^  mind  to  pafs  for  a  prophet  fetit  by  God.    I  commtfided 
**  him  immediately  to  be  carried  to  ptiioRt  and  from  Iheoc^ 
'^  brought  to  his  trial ;  after  the  conclufion  of  which  being 
«'  condemned^  he  had  his  heid  ftruetoff/'  The  fool,  having 
heard  thefe  words^  repKed,  ^  You  afiedon  this  ocoaiioiv  ai 
^^  became  one  of  my  faithful  fervants;  that  wretch  never  re-  > 
«•  ceived  the  gift  of  prophecy  from  mc,  nor  had  he  ever  d»y 
'^  erder or  mimon oti my  part"  Theaudiop,  who  ha»handid 
8dwn  to  us  this  ftory,  adds,  that,  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  AMfammednHSy  one  who  is  befides  himfelf,  and  haa  loft 
.ttle  'tife  of  his  feafon,  can  fey  nothing  but  what  is  true;  fince 
it  i^Go]^  who  fpeaksin  him.    On  the  contrarjs  he  who  pre^ 
titnis  to  b6  a  prophet,  afid  to  be  ;fent  by  GOD^  when  he  realff 
i»  fiot  (b,  19^  an  impoftor,  and  can  utter  nothing  but  lies.  Tfatt 
Itf^teft  part  of  thtMofleiiks  believe,  tliu  fools  are  agitMed:  by 
the  fpirit  of  God,  and  of  courfe  reverence  them  n.'fainti 
tiranfp>erted  by  the  divfne  love ;  and,  iA  conformity  to  this  fen- 
i^mtfki  iM  M.  D'Herbiht  has  rightly  tfbTervtd^  it  js  a  &yfn| 
ntft  uncoh^mon  in  thele  #eR«m  parts  of  the  world,  that  truA 
isinthemidhafchlidrenendfcols^,' 

Itnis.Kiidjfy  b^ing  in  Egypt ^  fiiid  once  to  bb  coortr^rs;  fi^^*. 
cwntiers,-  **  The  ling  of  this  coumry  fcrrrteriy  boafled  him-  points  am 
*«  fclf  to  be  God;  I  thei^fe,  in  abhorrence  of  fuch  prides  £thio- 
•*  tntend  to  confer  the  government  of  it  upon  one  of  the  piao^'t;* 
^  i^eaneft  of  my  flaves.  In  confequence  of  which  intention,  ^tfv/rw<?r 
he  Chofe  for  this  cffed  one  Hoznib^  an  Ethiopian j  a  perfon  of  ^ Egypt, 
a  oioft  rude  and  clowmih  difpofition.  The  king  hinted  at  here 
>6  Pharcahj  who  is  rcprefented  in  the  Koran  as  faying  to  "hia 
'peo(de,  I  am  more  great  and  powerful  than  all  your  gods :  l<im 
y^ur  fovereign  God  and  majhr.     The  Egyptians  having  <*iee 
tomplained  to  this  Hozaib^  after  he  had  been  made  their 
^syemor,  that  the  cotton  they,  had  f6wed  on  the  banks  of  tho 
rfiU  was  carried  away  by  an  inundation  of  that  river,  he  afked 
CfaeiiH  by  way  of  confblation,  why  they  had  not  fown  wool 

♦  EtTTVCH.  ubifup.  p.  408— '^.i  I.  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar. 
Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  123.  ^  Aut.  Lathaif^  D*Hsr- 

>.  Biblioth,  orient.  9Lrt.  Haroim  Jl  Ra/chid,  p.  432. 

there  ?     - 


3^B  The  Hiftory  of  the  Arabl.  B.l 

ftere  ?  believing  that  wool  and  cott6^^"Ure^e  produced  in  the 
fame  manner.  This .  anfwer  of  the  governor  has  been  taken 
for  a  piece  of  wit  by  M.  D'Herbeht  \  tho'  it-has  been  pre- 
ferved  as  an  inftance  of  his  ftupidity  by  Sadi^  an  author  of 
good  repute  amongft  the  Mojkms  r. 
Hi  i9ok  £bn  Kass£M  has  remarked,, that  the  ftrone  caiUe  oiSafiif ' 

Safsa.        in  Natalia^  called  by  the  Turks  at  this  day  Beliftk^  was  taken 
from  the  Greeh  by  the  Khalif  HarinAl  RaftUdy  who  obliged 
the  emperor  Nicepborus  to  pay  him  tribute,  as  we  have  already 
obferved ;  but  that  this  was  retaken  from  the  Arabs  by  the 
GreikSy  who  kept  pofleffion  of  it  till  the  time  of  Othman^  the 
fon  of  OrUgroI^  the  founder  of  the  Otbman^  or  Ottman^  em* 
pire  *. 
His  ai-         Amongst  the  remarkable  fayings  of  thb  Khalifa  the  fat 
v/r/,  m  M  lowing  has  been  handed  down  to  us  by  Sd£j  or  Saa£^  die 
fartiadar  above-mentioned  author.     Al  Amn^  his  fon,  having  one  daj 
ceeafian,  to  defired  him  to  punifli  a  man  for  fpeaking  ill  of  his  mother  u* 
bis  fin »      biida^  he  confulted  hispfficersof  jufticeuponthe  puniflunoit 
proper  to  be  inflided  on  that  ofiender.     After  which)  Ik 
addrefled  himielf  to  Al  Amin  in  the  following  terms:  *^I 
'^  would  advife  you,  (on,  to  forgive  him^  as  this  will  be  ai 
'*  adion  worthy  a  great  and  magnanimous  prince ;  but  t 
^  you  cannot  abfolutelv  reprefs  your  defire  of  vengeance 
f*  nor  overcome  yourfeif  on  fo  &ie  an  occafion,  you  mf 
^^  treat  his  mother  in  the  fame  manner  that  be  has  treattl 
•*  yours  »." 
His  ai'        The  Kbatifht\vi%  once  marching  at  the  head  of  his  troopi 
^HHtuTi     a  woman  came  to  him  to  complain  that  ibme  of  his  foidiai 
nmtb  a     had  pillaged  her  houfe.     Harun  immediately  made  anfiN^ 
^f^of"^*     «(  Haft  thou  not  read,  woman,  in  the  Kordn^  that  uta) 
T'^i    :  •*  princes  pafs  with  their  armies  through  places,  they  defliar 
boufi  bad  44  them/'    True,"  replied  the  woman  i  **  but  then  it  issift 
^   /a     <<  faid  in  the  fame  book,  that  the  houfes  of  thofe  princes  flol 
fiime  ofb^  *'  ^  defolate  for  the  ads  of  injuftice  they  have  comnit- 
J^  y    "ti  ^^j/>    This  bold  repartee,  and  the  good  fenfc  of  the  vo* 
man,  were  fo  well  received  by  the  Khalif ^  that  he  immedi- 
ately ordered  reparation  to  be  made  her  for  the  damages  fli 
had  fuftained  ^. 

Hi  tool  for     He  took  for  his  inftru  Aor  in  the  Mohammedan  law  the  cde* 

bis  mafter]  brated  dodor  A/mai^  or  Afmaghiy  who  being  vnlling  to  examim 

Abnai.      things  to  the  utmoft  rigour  of  the  law,  would  frequently  ba9 

obliged  him  to  make  a  ialfe  ftep,  if  he  had  not  been  eztrenielf 

r  Sadi,  D'HBRBBL.Biblioth.  orient,  abi  fup.  p.  4^943}* 
^-  £bn  Kasssm,  D^Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  ubiiap.  p.4jj« 
^  Sadi,  D'Herbel  Biblioth«  orient,  ibi  flip* 
^  Auti  Rabi  Al  Akhiaiu 
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well  upon  h'^s  guard.    On  Aich  occafions  as  thefe,  HarJbi  ufed 
to  fay  to  him,  **  You  are  inorc  learned  than  I  j  but  I  have 
"  more  fenfc  and  prudence  than  you.*'    This  fagc's  name  at 
length  was  Jhu  Sa'idAbd^almdlec  Ebn  Koraib  JUjm^K  He  was 
^  born  in  the  year  of  tht  U^jra  122,  and  died  in  the  215th,  or 
2i6tb,  year  of  that  aera,  when  the  Khali f  Al  Mamttn  fat  up-     . 
on  the  Mojlem  throne.     He  excelled  in  tne  art  of  grammar 
and  eloquence,  was  extremely  well  verfed  in  the  mofl  authen- 
tic traditions,  and  had  a  perfe<ft  knowledge  of  the  Koran, 
Thefc  fine  qualities  fo  indeared  him  to  the  Khalif  Hartln  Al 
Rajbid^  that  he  did  not  think  it  beneath  him  to  take  him  for 
his  mailer.  But  the  fcholar  was  refolved  to  give  the  firft  leflbn^ 
and  that  fuch  a  one  as  was  worthy  his  high  rank  and  capacity* 
He  ordered  Afmai  never  to  offer  to  feach,  or  in(faii£l,  him  in 
public,  and  not  to  be  too  forward,  or  officious,  in  giving  him      , 
his  advice  in  private ;  to  flay  till  he  was  afked  his  opinion,  and 
then  to  content  himfelf  with  giving  a  clear  and  precife  anfwef 
to  the  queftions  put  to  him,  without  any  fuperfluous  additions; 
above  all  things,  to  takcuxare  not  to  attempt  preoccupying 
him  in  favour  of  any  of  his  notions,  or  exacting  of  him  too 
high  a  regard  for  his  authority;  not  to  dwell  too  long  on  the 
hiftories  and  traditions  he  (hould  relate  to  him,  without  his 
particular  permiffion ;  to  bring  him  back  with  foftnefs,  and 
>  without  any  hard  words,  to  the  paths  of  juflice,  if  he  {hould 
ever  depart  from  thence  in  his  decifions ;  principally  to  point 
out  to  him  the  things  that  were  moft  proper  for  the  difcourfes 
he  was  to  make  in  public,  in  the  mofques  and  other  places; 
and,  finally,  never  to  talk  to  him  in  obfcure  and  myfterious 
terms,  fuch  as  were  not  eafily  to  be  undcrftood.  Thisdoflor 
v^as  fomething  under  a  middle  iize,  of  great  vivacity  and  pe- 
netration, and  had  a  mind  capable  of  the  vafteft  undertakings. 
He  was  the  author  of  many  pieces ;  the  principal  of  which 
were  OJfU  AiKelam^  The  foundations  of  jcholajlic  divinity^  and 
fahiat'Wa-Al  Naderat^  Kare  and  curious  things.  We  muft  not 
forget  to  obferve,  that  Ifa  Ebn  Jaafar  faid  the  funeral  fervice 
over  the  KhallfHarun  Al  Rafoid^  at  the  time  of  his  interment ; 
and  that  Al  tiafan  Ebn  Al  Tabtah  was  governor  of  Egypt^  in 
the  room  o{  MdUc  Ebn  Daham^  whom  he  removed  a  little 
before  his  death,  when  he  expired  *« 

*  AsMAiy  D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  art.  Afmdl,  p.  39. 
Abu  Jaafar.  Al  Tabar.  Al  MAKiN,ubi  fup.  p.  120.  Georo. 
Jac.  Kbur,  ubifap.  p.  23. 
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Jfter  A\  T  TPON  the  arrival  of  a  courier  from  Tus  with  the  news 
KafhidV    yJofJi  Rajhid's^dcaith.,  his  fon  Mobammsd  Mi^a  Jl  /fWi 
^//7r^,  ^iV  waa  proclaimed  Khalifa  or  emperor  of  the  Meftems^  at  A^ 
>if  Mo-     ^^^^     'Phis  happened  about  twelve  days  after  his  father's  de- 
^?V"^   ceafe,  tho*  he  had  been  declared  KhaU/zt  Tuf  the  very  mora- 
7"?  .     ing  /ff  Sapd  died.     His  mother  was  Zehida,  the  daughw 
r^/" W^^  7tfii/^r  £^»  ^^a  7tftf/ur  Jl  ManJSr.    He  was  at  Bagbdii 
Khalif'^  when  his  father  expired.     JJ  Mandn^  this  prince's  brother, 
had  been  called  to  the  fiicceffion  after  him,  by  an  expRf84i6 
claration  which  Herihy  in  order  to  render  it  the  more  authcB- 
tic,  had  caufed  to  be  hung  up  in  the  Caaba*  He  had  likewife 
been  indulged  by  his  father  with  the  perpetual  governmentof 
KharafaHj  togjether  with  the  command  of  ;dt  dbe  troops  can- 
toned in  that  province.    Notwithftanding  vrtiichy  M  Am^ 
after  his  acceffion,  formed  a  defigui  to  exclude  him  fW>m  Ac 
Khalifaty  deprived  him  of  the  furniture  and  moveables  of  ike 
imperial  palace  in  Khorafdn^  which  had  been  left  htm  by  M 
Rojfhidj  and,  in  open  violation  of  his  fiuher's  will,  and  die 
former  declaration  of  that  prince,  which  had  been  renewed  i 
little  before  his  deadly  ordered  the  foices  in  Khwafan  tomstdl 
dire£tiy  to  Baghdad.    This  not  a  little  incenred  Al  MM»f 
who  thereupon  expoftulated  with  AlFadlEbnAlRabU  diep* 
neral  of  thofe  forces ;  but  without  efied ;  he  pundually  ob^ 
ing  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  new  Khatif.    How- 
ever, Al  MamAn  took  care  not  to  be  wanting  m  his  fkkfi^ 
to  his  brother*   He  obliged  the  people  of  Khorajan  to  tike  tie 
oath  of  allegiance  to  Al  Amin^  and  seduced  to  reafbo  km 
feditious  (pints  that  had  aduaily  excited  a  confiderable  bedy  rf 
th^  inhabitants  of  his  province  to  a  revolt.    The  new  Ka^ 
caufed  dirhcrHs  to  be  ftruck  immediately  after  his  inaugun- 
tion,  as  has  beeti  rendered  probable  by  M.  Kehr ;  two  4 
which,  with  the  words  thfalatbfen  wates^inawameattn^  anbm' 
dred  and  nimty-three^  upon  diem,  were  found  near  Stigrn^  OK 
the  coaft  of  the  Baltick^  the  ad  ofjune^  1722  •*• 
Ti^^Khalif     Ai«  Am  IN  being  extremely  addided  to  drunkennefr  aal 
excludes    gaming,  and  thereby  become  incapable  of  all  manner  of  appli- 
his  bfotlercdXAon  to  bufmefs,  chofe  AlFadlEbn  AlRabt  for  his  prime /^, 
from  the    and  indrely  abandoned  to  him  the  government  of  his  Aobsh^ 
juccf£loH.  nions«     Fadl  was  a  very  able  minifterj  though^  fearing  yf 

*  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  239.  Eutych.  ubi  ftp. 
p(i4i4.,  415.  Abu  Jaapar  Al  Tabar.i,  Al  Ma&im,  obi  (s^ 
p.  124.  Gkorg.  JacKeur,  ubi  fup.  p.  i^  13,  &c* 
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M^tmiiiz  reilbntmcnt,  if  ever  he  fhould  afcend'  the  Moflem 
tbroncy  for  the  iil  offices  he  had  formerly  done  him,  he  ^ave 
his  mafter  very  bad  advice,  and  fuch  as  in  the  end  proved 
the  total  ruin  of  them  both.  He  told  him,  that  his  bro* 
ther  Al  Mantun  had  gained  the  aSt^ton  of  the  people  of 
Khtrafm  by  the  good  order  and  police  he  had  eftablifhed 
in  his  government  i  that  his  unwearied  application  to  admi- 
nrfter  jufttce  to  thofe  over  M^hom  heprefided,  had  fo  attra&ed 
their  efteem,  that  the  forces  of  the  whole  province  were 
indrely  at  his  devotion;  that  his  own  condud-  had  by  no 
means  been  reliflied  by  his  fubjedh,  who/e  minds  were  almoft 
totally  alienated  from  him ;  and  that,  therefore,  he  had  only 
one  part  to  a€l,  which  was,  to  deprive  his  brother  of  the 
right  of  fttcceffion  that  had  been  left  him  by  his  father,  and  » 
transfer  it  to  his  ion  Mufa^  though  then  but  an  infant.  The 
Khalify  unhappily  for  himfelf,  followed  the  counfe^  of  his  prime 
V^i  ordered  Al  Mam&iC^  name  to  be  omitted  in  the  public 
praycirs  on  Fridays^  and  in  the  difcourfes  made  afterwards  to 
the  people  by  the  hndm^  which  the  Aiofiems  call  Khotbahy  and 
declared  AUtfa^  tho'  ftill  in  his  tender  years,  the  preemptive 
heir  to  die  crown.'  After  which  degradation  of  AlMamdn^  Al 
Anun  furnamed  Mitja^  at  that  time  not  above  five  years  old,  Alt 
NatikBiUab,  Al-NdtiJtBMai,  or TzthtrAi'NatiJtB'Ihai,  i.e. 
^me  wbo  nafcns  and  difiourfis  in  a  manmr  agrteable  to  Goo,  or 
iucmrding  to  truth.  But  feveral  of  the  Moflem^  after  Mii/a  had 
|)een  proclaimed  his  father's  immediate  fucceflbr,  by  way  of  ri- 
diciile>  nicknamed  him  Natha  Billaby  that  is  to  fay,  mo  wbo^  by 
the  graco  of  Gojiy  begins  tofpeak.  The  Kbalif  2l(o  fent  for  his 
Other  brother  horn  Mefopotamiaythe  governmentof  which  pro* 
vince  his  hthtxHarun  had  conferred  upon  him ;  and  recalled^/ 
J^amAn  to  court,  under  the  pretext  that  he  wanted  his  affiftance 
id  his  councils.  This  unparalleled  treatment  fo  irritated  Al  Ma'- 
m6n^  that  he  was  refolved  to  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  his 
farodier,  in  order,  if  poifib]e,  to  fruftrate  his  wicked  defigns.  In-- 
flead,  therefore,Qf  goingtoi?<7f  £^^,asy//^;m/if  had  commanded 
liiitiyhecutofFallcommunication  between  his  province  and  that 
capital;  pretending,  that,  as  his  &ther  Harun  hadalBgned  him 
the  lieutenancy  of  Kborafdny  he  was  refponfible  for  all  the  dif^ 
orders  diat  might  happen  during  his  abfence  there.  He  alfo 
coined  money,  and  would  not  funer  Al  Amitis  name  to  be  im^ 
preflfed  upon  any  of  the  dirhims  or  dinars  ftruck  in  his  pro- 
vince. Not  content  with  this,  he  prevailed  upon  Rafe'  Ebn  Al 
Lett  Ebn  Sayar,  who  had  been  for  fome  time, in  open  rebellion 
againft  the  Khalifa  to  join  him  with  a  body  of  troops ;  whofe 
example  was  foon  after  followed  by  Harthema  Ebn  Aafan ; 
which  put  him  in  pofleflion  of  all  the  vaft  territory  of  Kho^ 
rafan^    Hare  he  t>or«  an  abfolute  fway>  cffici^cd  in  the 
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fbofque  as  Tmamj  and  from  the  pulpit  conftandy  hanngiied 
the  people.  Jl  Jmiuy  about  this  time,  removed  Al  Hafan  Ehn 
jflTahidh  from  the  government  of  £^^^/,  and  appointed  Hatm 
Ebn  Harihema  Ebn  Aafan  to  Aiccecd  him  in  liiat  poft.  He 
likewife  coined  a  large  number  of  dfrbhns  at  Baghdad^  to  en- 
able him  to  carry  on  the  war  againft  his  brother  M  Mamh 
with  vigour ;  one  of  which,  with  the  words  arhdm  wateiim 
tuameateny  ah  hundred  and  ninety  four ^  upon  it,  was  difoeTcred 
ficzr  Stej^xn,  in  1 722.  I'hespbanes  feems^to  reprefent  the  new 
Khalifzs  a  very  weak  prince ;  and  intimates,  that  a  civil  war, 
betwiecn  him  and  Al  Mamttny  which  occafioned  a  vaft  efiiifioo 
of  human  blood,  and  many  dreadful  devaftations,  commeoced 
*  foon  affter  his  acceffion.  Thefe  were  the  principal  tranladions, 

,  if  not  the  only  events  of  any  eclat,  that  happened  in  the ifi/^ 
lem  empire,  during  the  year  of  the  H^ra  194.  •. 
Heie-  The  following  year,  being  the  igsth  of  the  Hejray  bc- 

#/eirr/<u;/7r  ginning  O^ober  4th,  810,  the  Khali f  AlAnun  finding  that  ho 
4igainfl  ^Vhad  milled  his  aim,  and  that  his  brother  Al  Mamun  fet  him  at 
kroiber.     defiance,  declared  war  againft  him,  and  fent  Alt  Ebn  Jfa  to 
invade  Khorafdn  with  an  army  of  60,000  men.     Before  fail 
departure,  Zobeida^  as  we  are  told  by  Abu^UFaraj^  Al  Ami% 
ihother,  and  n^other- in-law  to  yf/ il<V?;7Ztf;7,  intreated  thatg^ 
neral  to  confklerthe  latter  as  her  own  fon,  or  at  leaft  tbefia 
ciHarun  Al  Rajhid\  and,  if  he  refufed  to  obey  the  ¥ha}if\ 
orders,  three  days  after  they  had  been  imparted  to  him,  to 
bring  him  in  filver  chains  to  Baghdad.    Authors,  howem, 
differ  about  the  number  of  forces  employed  by  Al  Anan'^i 
this  expedition.     Some  make  them  to  amount  to  the  niunbef 
above-mentioned,  others  reduce  them  to  40,000,  and,  lafth^ 
others  afTert,  that  Alt  Ebn  Jfa  fet  out  from  Baghdad  with  onlf 
a  body  of  10,000  horfe  K  , 
Mis  forcer      At  Mamun  being  inforn^ed,  that  Ali  Ebn  Ifa  had  begua 
f  wr-        liis  march  for  Khorafun^  and  even  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of 
ibrtywn  by  that  province,  made  the  ncceflary  diTpofitions  for  giving  him 
thofe  ofPA2i  proper  reception.     He  put  on  foot  all  the  troops  hecotdd 
Mamun.   ^^Mq  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  gave  the  comiliand  of 
them  to  Taher^  or  Tdaher^  Ebn  Hofein^  afterwards  the  founder 
of  a  coniiderable  dynaiiy,  and  one  of  the  greateft  generals  of 
the  age ;  who,  being  a  man  of  undaunted  refolution,  chofe  only 
a  body  of  4000  men,  whom  he  Jed  againft  AH  Ebn  Ifa^  thca 
incamped  on  a  fpot  of  ground  about  ten  leagues  from  the  dtf 

*  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  124,  125. 
Khondemir,  Ebn  Shohnah,  Greg.  Abu*l  Faraj,  ubi  fup.  pj. 
239,240.  Georg.  Jac.  Kehr,  ubi  fup.  p.  i,  20,  30,  &c.  Tueo^ 
pHAN.chron.  p.  409.  *  Aut.  LoiiB  Al  TAWARiitH, 

KuoNDEMiR,  Greg.  Abu'l  Far aj,  ubi  fup.  p. 240.  Abu  Jaafai 
A^  Tabasl.  4^1. Makin,  ubi  fuf .  p.  125.  KuTXcu.  ubi  i\i^* 
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of  Kay.  jfliy  feeing  fo  fmall  a  number  of  troops,  was  tranf- 
ported  with  joy,  and  promifed  himfelf  an  eafy  vi6h>ry  over 
them ;  not  confidehng  that  thefe  were  all  choice  men,  and 
the  flower  of  yU  Mamun's  forces.  He,  therefore,  walked  about 
careleily  in  his  camp,  without  any  manner  of  precaution. 
Which  being  obferved  by  Dawdy  furnamed  Siydh^  or,  as  fomc 
ef  the  manufcripts  of  Ah^UFaraj  have  it,  &hdhy  one  of  TA^- 
htr\  fitbalterns,  he,  with  a  fmall  party,  Ajrprized  AH  in  his 
camp,  cut  off  his  head,  and  immediately  brought  it  to  Thaher 
Ekn  Ekfeitt ;  who  inftantly  difpatched  a  courier  with  it  to  Al 
Mamttfty  theji  at  Mer^^  the  capital  of  Khorafdn.  The  courier 
made  fuch  haile,  that  he  arrived  at  Mer^  in  four  days  time,  tho' 
that  city  is  near  400  leagues  diftant  from  R^iy^  prefented  the 
head  to  Al  Mamurty  and  brought  him  the  news  of  a  vii^ory  ob- 
tained by  his  general  over  the  enemy  without  fh iking  a  ftroke  j 
the  KhaUf^  troops  betaking  themfelves  to  flight,  as  foon  as  it 
was  knowfi-that  ////  had  been  aflaflinated  in  bis  camp.  This 
is  the  relation  oi  Al  MamdrC^  firft  inftance  of  fuccefs  handed 
down  to  us  by  the  Perfian  hiitorians.  But  the  Arab  writers 
relate  this  affair  in  a  difierent  manner.  Al  MamHtty  accord- 
ing to  them,  joined  Harthema  Ehn  Aafan  with  Thaher  in  the 
command  of  his  forces,  and  ordered  them  to  attack  Ati^  then 
poAed  on  an  advantageous  fpot  of  ground,  about  five  para- 
fangs  from  Ray.  Upon  which,  thoTc  generals,  in  purfuancc 
of  their  orders,  marched  up  to  Alt  Ebri  Ifd*s  camp,  gave  him 
battle,  and  intireiy  defeated  him.  For  fome  time,  >f//'s  right 
land  left  wings  behaved  well,  and  forced  thofe  of  Thaher  and 
Harthema  to  give  way ;  but  Al  Afam4n*s  main  body  having 
broke  that  of  the  Khalif  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  troops 
which  compo&d  it  couid  never  afterwards  rally,  and  then 
fallen  upon  the  two  wings  which  had  fo  puflied  thofe  of  TJj- 
her  and  Harthema  in  the  beginning  of  the  adiion,  Al  AmirC^ 
troops  could  not  (land  their  ground,  but  were  forced  to  be- 
take themfelves  to  a  precipitate  flight.  And  what  increafed 
the  general  confufion,  on  this  melancholy  occaflon,  was  the 
death  of  Alt  Ehn  Ifa  himfelf,  who  was  killed  by  an  arrow  let 
fly  at  him  by  the  aforefaid  Dawd  Siydh^  in  the  heat  of  the  ac- 
iion ;  which  abfolutely  obliged  victory  to  declare  in  favour  of 
Al  Mam&Ti%  troops.^  Ajli*%  head  was  afterwards  cut  ofF,  and 
fcnt  as  a  prefent  to  that  prince,  who  amply  rewarded  Thaher 
and  Harthema  for  the  important  fervices  they  had  done  him» 
If  we  will  believe  Abu'l-Faraj^  AH  thought  himfelf  fo  furc  of 
an  eafy  viftory,  that  he  told  his  men  they  had  nothing  farther 
to  do,  in  order  to  obtain  it  (or,  as  the  Arabic  text  of  that  author 
exprdDes  it,  to  break  7AaA^r  to  pieces  like  a  tree)  than  to  march 
over  the  hill  of  Hamaddn.  Flence  it  appears,  that  however  the 
preceding  accounts  may  vary  in  other  refpe£iS)  thej^  feem  to 
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I^eein  tliis.^  that  the  difperfion  of  the  Kba&f*s  forces,  as  wcS 
as  the  \oU  ofJlii  was  in  a  great  meaTure,  if  not  foldy,  owiif 
to  a  want  of  precaution  in  that  general ;  who  could  by  ad 
means  be  induced  to  thinks  that  the  enemy  would  have  the 
courage  to  attack  him,  or  e^en  dare  to  look  htm  in  the  bat. 
But  however  this  may  be,  whether  JU  was  furphzed,  or  ots- 
thrown  by  the  bravery  and  refolution  of  4he  enemy,  this  &> 
after  proved  of  fatal  confequence  to  Jl  Jm'm's  affairs  k. 

Al  Mamun,  having  received  advice  of  the  death  ofil 
£^»  Ifa  Ehn  Muhin^  his  brother's  general,  and  the  indieik- 
feat  ot  the  army  under  his  command,  afiumed  the  tide  i 
Khalif y  ordered  Al  Jntk^s  name  to  be  omitted  at  thedneof 
» divine  fervice  iniiis  turn,  and  made  the  neceflaxy  preparatioa 
for  carrying  the  war  into  the  very  heart  of  the  MoJIem  dooi- 
nions.     For  this  purpoie,  he  divided  his  forces  into  two  bo* 
dies,  and  commanded  both  of  them  to  march  into  h^  bf 
different  routes.     One  of  them  obeyed  the  orders  of  9Mrr, ; 
.who  direSed  his  march  towards  Jbwaz ;  and  the  other  dwfc  I 
cf  Harthemay  who  took  the  road  of  Hohuan ;  both  of  tbefl  | 
propofing  to  ni>eet  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bagbdiiy  an),  afar  i 
their  jund^'ion,  to  form  the  fiege  of  that  city.    Li  the  comfc] 
of  their  march  this  year,  MMamm\  troops  defeated  a  boijf 
tA  the  Khalif  z  forces,  and  reduced  the  city  of  Hamadhyt^ 

Sther  with  feveral  other  places  of  ftrength,  without  any  ooa> 
ejable  lofs.  In  the  mean  time,  Jl  Anun  removed  iS» 
Bbn  Harthema  Ebn  Aafan  from  the  government  of  Eof/t^  lai 
fubflitut^  HdyarEbn  AlAfhah  in  his  room.  According  to  ifc 
Jaafar  Al  Tabari^  TbabiryVfiih  the  body  of  troops  under  ht 
command,  took  poft  in  the  territory  of  Hohvatiy  incadipd 
there,  and  fortified  his  camp,  to  fecure  it  from  all  infuhirf 
the  enemy,  towards  the  dofe  of  this  campaign  i>. 

We  muft  here  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  it  feeois  to  ap- 
pear from  a  dirhim  coined  at  Samarkand  the  preceding  yetfi 
and  found  on  the  coafl  of  the  Babick  in  1722,  not  ody  thi 
fome  of  ihoie  pieces  were  then  flruck  in  the  mint  erefisi 
there,  hut  likewife  that  AlMamun  a/Tumed  xkic  titles  of /m 
froUSlor  of  tht  pillars  ^Iflamifm,  and  om  byfritndflnf  unm 
with  Mohammed^  at  that  time.  From  whence  we  may  infat 
that  he  probably  caufed  himfelf  to  be  acknowledged  Kb^fh 
■Kborof&n  at  leaft  a  year  fooner  than  that  event  is  faid  tx>  taw 
happened  by  the  Arab  hiftorians,  if  not  immediately  aAerb 

a  Aut.  LoBB  AlTawarikh,  Khonpbmir,  Abu  JaafarA* 
Tabar.  Al  Makin^  Eutych.  et  Grec.  Abu'l  Faraj,  viA^i^ 
Theopu  AN.  chronograph  p.  409.  *  Aut.  LobbAi 

Tawarikh,  Khondbmir,  Greg.  AbuV-Faraj,  obi  fop.  P- 
240,  341,  Ebn  Shohnah.  Ism.  Abulfed.  in  hill.  um>er.  AiV 
J  A  afar  At^T^BAR.  Al  Makin^  ubi  fop,  p.  135, 136.         , 
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Ltbei's  deceate.  This,  if  admitted,  may  ferve  to  corned  thofe 
fa/rltcrs,  and  perhaps  give  us  to  undernaxid,  that  the  Khaltf 
fl  Anun  had  fome  other  motives  to  a  war  with  AlManAn  be* 
ides  thofe  they  have  fuggefled  to  us.    The  words  preferved 
»y  this  Jirbem  are  fd  remarkable  th^t  we  muft  not  pafs  chem 
Jpver  in  iUence  here.    On  one  fide  it  exhibits  iimedinati  Stf- 
^iuirkaniafanaUinarh<mwat^^inawameitan^  i.e.  wi!f  Samar- 
i^and,  in  the  year  194  \  and  on  thereverfe,  Alohammedon  rsr 
Mio . .  Uahi  wamu^Ufoho  timcmw. .  VMamx^o  waUyyo  amadi  . . 
ifAff/kjttina  AMauahi  bno  Emirs . .,  F  momitdna^  i.  e.  Mo«* 
]iammed  istbeapo/ile  ofGoj^^  with  whom  is  uniud  by Jriend^ 
JUp  the  Imam  Al  Mamun,  the  proU^cr  tf  the  pillars  0/Iflam- 
jSo^j  Abd'allah^  the  Jon  of  the  prina  of  the  faithful.     This 
piece  feems  likewife  farther  to  intimate,  that  a  confiderahic 
Dumber  of  dirbims  were  coined  by  the  people  <>f  Samarkand^ 
with  Al  ManuaCs  name  upon  .them>  on  account  of  Rafe"  Ebn 
^Liit  Ebn  Sayar*s  declaration  for  him,  and  as  an  inftance 
.of  theur  loyaUy  to  him ;  if  it  will  not  evince  that  prince's  firft 
viAory  to  have  been  gained  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  194  ; 
jtbo*  it  has  been  placed  by  the  oriental  hiftorians  in  the  follow- 
ing year.    In  either  of  which  cafes  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the 
.antient  coins  of  the  Ar^ibs  may,  on  fome  occafions,  illuftrate 
Boatters  of  hifiory,  as  well  as  thofe  of  politer  nations.   With 
fcg^dto  the  word  Imam^  it  may  not  be  amtfs  to  remind  our 
leaders,  that  it  properly  denotes  the  fame  perfon  as  the  Latin 
^ntifliSy  or  rather,  for  the  moft  part,  one  that  preiides  over 
^ecdeliaftical  aflairs  K 

KoTwiTHSTAvbiNG  die  furprising  progrefs  made  by  AlAniia 

^J4amuri^  arms  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  195,  the  province  of  M«>h*™'' 

Ktrmdn^  or  at  leaft  a  confiderable  part  of  that  province,  tho'  v^^dia. 

HOC  (b  very  remote  from  Kborafan^  feems  to  have  perfifted  in 

an  unfliaken  fidelity  to  Al  Andn  feveral  months,  if  not,  as  i9 

010ft  probable,  through  the  whole  courfe,  of  that  ^ar.    For, 

'  ibme  dirbims  were  coined  then  at  Mohammedia  in  iCermdn^  as 

we  learn  from  one  of  them  found  near  Dantzick  in  172a  ; 

whofe  anterior  face  has  preferved  thefe  words,  belmohammedi^ 

jyata  chamfen  wates^ina  wameatan^  u  e.  At  Mohammedia,  in 

the  year  one  hundred  and  ninety  -  five ;  and,  on  the  reverfe,  we 

•  diicover  the  following  infcription :  Mohammedon  rafulo  . .  lldhi 

wa-olakeygtobo  .  •  P  Khaltf  at 0  Mohammedon  Emiro  .  •  rmo*msm 

nina  afahido ;   Mohammed,  is  the  apojile  of  600,  and  the 

Khalif  Mohammed,  prince  of  the  faithful^  the  devout  worflnp^ 

per  and  adorer  of  Gop,  is  bis  attendant.    Where,  by  the 

Khalif  Mohammed^  we  are  plainly  to  underftand  Mohammed 

'^  Georg.  Jac.  Kehr,  obi  Tap.  p.  t,  30>  &c.   Seealfo  Salb> 
traiiflat«  and  notes  upon  the  Koran,  p.  i6. 
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Jbu  MAfa  Al  Amtn^  the  fon  of  Hariin  Al  Rajhtdj  who  at  that 
time  fat  upon  the  Mojlem  throne.     Hence  it  appears,  that 
ibme  dirhems  were  ftruck  at  Mohammedia,  in  the  year  of  the 
Hejra  195,  probably  with  a  dcfign  to  enable  Al  Amtn  to  pay 
the  troops  he  had  then  in  thofe  parts  on  foot ;  as  like  wife  that 
the  people  of  this  diftriS,  atleaft,  were  intirely  ih  the  intercft 
of  that  unfortunate  and  indolent  prince,  when  th6(e  pieces 
were  coined.   For  a  more  particular  explication  of  the  legend 
and  infcription  preferved  bylhe  dlrhem  now  in  view,  "wz  muft 
beg  leave  to  refer  our  curious  readers  to  what  has  been  pob- 
Iifhed  oh.  this  head  by  M.  Kehr^  an  author  to  whom  we  own 
ourfelves  obliged  for  feveral  hints  and  obfervations,  that  can 
by  no  means  be  judged  unworthy  a  place  in  the  work  we  ait 
at  prefent  upon  ^. 

The  far-        The  following  year,  being  the  196th  of  the  Hejra j  Al 
ther  pro-    Mamun^  who  now  openly  difputed  the  Khalifat  with  his  bro- 
ffrtfs  o/Al  ther,  failed  not  to  improve  the  great  advanuges  he  had  gained. 
^amun  s  pj^  (^^^  ^lti  exprefs  to  Thaher^  comnjanding  him  to  purfuehis 
frms.        march  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  reach^  if  poffible,  the 
*         frontiers  of  Irakj  before  Al  Amin  could  fend  any  formidable 
army  into  the  field.    That  general,  therefore,  upon  the  arrirai 
of  the  exprefs,  made  the  neceflary  difpofitions  for  immediately 
opening  the  campaign.     But  he  had  no  fooner  moved  out  of 
his  winter-  quarters,  in  order  to  recommetice  the  military  ope- 
rations, than  he  received  advice  of  the  approach  of  two  ar- 
mies, confifting  each  of  20,000  men,  that  were  advancing  to 
give  him  battle ;  but,  by  the  ailiftance  of  his  emiilaries  and 
fpies,  he  foun,d  means  to  fow  the  feeds  of  difcord  and  difien- 
fion  between  AlfmedEhn  MartdAl  Shaihdni  and  Ahd'allab  Eim 
Hamid  Eln  Kahtaha^  who  commanded  them  ;  fo  that^  infiead 
of  acting  in  conjund^ion  againft  the  common  enemy,  as  they 
ought  to  have  done,  they  turned  their  arms  againft  one  an- 
other.    This  enabled  Thaker  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of //«/- 
wdn^  which  he  took  by  capitirfation,  and  then  marched  di- 
redtly  to  Ahwdz,     Here  he  attacked  a  body  of  the  Kbalif% 
forces ;  but  being  weakened  by  the  lofs  of  a  detachment  be 
had  left  in  garifon  at  Holwdn^  unc'er  the  command   of  Har* 
ihema  Ebn  Aafan^  who  had  joined  him  before  his  arrival  at 
that  place,  nothing  decifive  happened' on  either  fide.      The 
indolence  and  fupinenefs  of  Al  Amin  had  hitherto  been  one  of 
^he  principal  caufes  of  the  furprizing  progrefs  of  Al  A^afnus^s 
arms  in  fo  fliort  a  time,  and  given  fuch  offence  to  the  pc<  pie 
of  Baghdad^  that  they  were  univerfally  difpofed  to  an  iiiliir-. 
^'eftion.     Of  which  unaccountable  negligence,  the  following 
fnofl  remarkable  inftance  has  been  mcntioDed  by  ibme  of  the 

\  Georc.  Jac.  Kehr,  ubifup..p.  1, 19,  29. 
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eaftern  writers.  When  a  courier  arrived  from  the  army,  with 
the  bad  news  of  Alt  Ehn  If  a  Ein  Mahan*s  death  and  defeat,  and 
imparted  it  to  tht  Khalff  he  found  him  fifhing,  and  fo  little 
concerned  at  what  had  happened,  that  he  faid  to  him,  Der^t 
dlflurbmy  diverfion ;  y^rXuthar,  my  freed-maity  has  taken  two 
large  fijhis^  and  I  none  at  alL  Being,  therefore,  become 
odious  to  the  citizens  of  Baghdad^  by  fuch  an  infamous  he- 
^ed  of  public  affairs,  they  unanimouily  entertained  thoughts 
of  withdrawing  their  allegiance  from  him.  To  which  they 
were  farther  excited  by  AlHafan  Ehn  AH  Ebn  Ifa  Ehn  Mahdn^ 
perfon  of  great  power  and  authority  in  the  army,  after  his  ar- 
rival from  Rakka  at  Baghdad,  They,  therefore,  depofed  him 
on  the  eleventh  day  of  the  month  of  Rajeh,  Incarcerated  him 
%nd  his  mother  Zeheiday  and  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Al 
Mamun ;  though  afterwards  repenting  of  what  they  had  done, 
they  drove  Hajan  out  of  the  city,  took  Al  Amtn  out  of  pri- 
/bn,  and  placed  him  again  upon  the  throne.  They  alfo,  in  s 
litde  time,  feized  Hafan^  and  brought  him  to  the  Khaltfy  that 
he  might  receive  the  reward  of  his  late  treafonable  praflices 
and  inftigations.  That  prince,  however,  did  not  only  forgive 
him,  but  likewife,  after  having  fupplied  him  with  large  fums 
of  money,  carriages,  horfes,  arms,  and  all  forts  of  military 
ftores,  fent  him  to  command  the  troops  pofted  in  the  neigh-* 
bourhood  of  H$lwan,  But  he  had  no  fooner  reached  the  op« 
polite  bank  of  the  Tigris^  than  he  took  to  his  heels,  in  order 
to  make  his  eicape.  Of  which  AlAmin  being  apprized,  he 
immediateiy  fent  a  detachment  in  purfuit  of  him;  which  at 
laft  coming  up  with  him,  after  a  brave  defence,  cut  him  to 
pieces,  and  brought  his  head  to  the  Khaltf  Two  of  his  fer- 
vantsalfo  that  attended  him,  and  in  conjunfUon  with  him  bei* 
haved  with  fuch  unparalleled  refolution,  that  they  feveral 
times  repulfed  the  above-mentioned  detachment,  met  with 
the  fame  fate  ^ 

In  the  mean  time,  Thaher  Ehn  Hofein  made  a  moft  rapid  Thaber  . 
progrefs  with  the  troops  under  his  command.     Having  ad- '^^^'/^^ 
vanced  to  Ahwdz^  and  attacked  a  body  of  the  Khaltf^  forces  ral  towna 
pofled  there,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  he  obliged  them'J*'^^^ 
to  retire ;  though  the  adion  by  no  means  ended  in  their  in-  ^^^'' 
tire  defeat.     However,  it  fo  intimidated  the  commandant  of  X'^.'^^* 
Ahwaz,  that  he  thought  fit  to  furrender  that  fortrefe  to  him.  r?"?' 
This  opened  him  a  way  to  fFafet  upon  the  Tigris^  and  facill-  ^A  y! 
tated  the  conqucft  of  that  place.     After  which,  he  marched  ^j^  ^^ 
with  his  army  to  AlMadayeny  almoft  within  fight  of  Baghdad;  dec/are  fir 

AIM^.  . 
*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.    AlMakin,  obi  fup.  p.  126.  mun, 
Greo.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  241,243.  £utych.  ubifup.  p« 

iH'4'5*  ^H0N0EJ4,IR,  ISM.AfVLF£D.  J^C. 


^.     i 


^7l  ^  Kifiory  pf  tic  Arabs:  B.i: 

^t  jnlabifants  joi  wiiicb  tovm  opened  ifaeir  ntes  to  racrive 
hirD)  upon  the  firft  nevs  of  his  approach.    'The  fapi<Iity  of 
thefe  conquefisy  and  Jl  JtmiiC^  in/amoiw  ^dminiflration,  ex- 
cited the  people  of  ^£K^>  Syria^  Hejaz^  and  ^^umssy  liuiam- 
moufly  to  4i(:clare  for  u^  JUamda^  who  was  thereupon  inmie- 
diately  proclaimed  KhaUf  in  all  tbofe  provinces.    All  tbingi 
thus  apparently  tending  to  a  revolution,  that  prince  took  upoo 
him  to  conftitute  feveral  governors  of  provinces,  and  in  par- 
jticular  appointed  Ayad  Ehn  Mshammed  to  pre(ide»  in  the  room 
of  Hatem  Ebn  Hprthema  Ehn  Aafan^  whom  he  deprived  of  the 
fovernmeot  of  that  country,  over  the  people  of  Egypt.    He 
^fo  made  the  proper  diipofitions  for  improving  the  vaft  ad- 
'  vantages  he  had  gained,  and  even  for  putting  an  end  to  tbe 
.war  in  which  he  hmi,  himfelf  engaged  the  following  cam- 
paign "• 
Somi  dir- .     To  furni(h  the  powers  enea^ed  in  this  war  with  proper  fup- 
hems       .plies,  large  quantities  both  ^Mrbitm  and  dinars  were  probaUy 
€9inedat  coined  in  feveral  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  Mofiem  empire, 
Ifpahan.    the  prefent  year.     That  fome  dirbims  were  ftruck  at  Ifpaban^ 
A  de/crip'  ^j  Isfahan^  the  capital  oi  Per/ia^  we  learn  from  one  of  them 
''/*  ^.     /ound  near  the  coafl  of  the  oaltid  in  1722.   This  city,  caDed 
tbat  aiy.  j,    ^^it  orientals  Isfebdn^  hfaban^  Esfaban^  AsfeboHy  IJbeba^ 
Jjhehan^  Spahan^  Suffihany  and  EJbabaaa^  feems  to  be  the  JfpA 
pi  Ptoltmyy  placed  m  Partbia  by  that  geographer,  though  he 
ailigns  it  and  the  adjacent  places  a  greater  latitude  than  the 
eaftern  aflronomers  and  geographers;  moft  or  whom  place 
Ifpaban  in  latitude  320  25^  and  longitude  86^  40'.     Thb 
conje^re  is  not  a  little  countenanced  by  the  affinity  of  names, 
as  Spahdn^  Asfehany  Isfahan^  Ifpaban^  &c.  muft  be  allowed  vciy 
dedudblefrom  i^i^;  tho' ^/J^irri  feems  to  deriveVhofe  names 
from  Ifpdby  in  the  plural  Ifpaban^  which  in  Arabic  denotes 
militiay  troops^  &c.  hccaufe,  according  to  him,  the  Partbima 
ailembled  sdl  their  forces,  drawn  out  olPerfia^  Ktrman^  and 
AhwaZy  at  this  place.     Some  of  the  oriental  writers  have 
ranked  Ifpahan  amongil  the  cities  belonging  to  the  fourth  di-* 
mate  ;  tW,  if  we  will  believe  HanuiaUay  it  has  a  better  title 
given  it  to  the  third  by  its  fituation.    It  ftands  in  a  very  ez- 
tenfivc  plain,  furrounded  by  mountaihs,  and  has  eight  di* 
ilri£ls  appertaining  to  it,  that  contain  about  400  towns  and 
villages.    The  fertility  of  the  foil,  the  mildnels  of  the 
fons,  and  the, fine  temperature  of  the  air,  all  confpire  to  rc 
Ifpahan  one  of  the  moft  charming  and  delightful  cities  in  the 
world;  for  which  reafon,  IfmoilSuJiy  the  firft  prince  of  the 
laft  royal  family  of  Perfuiy  that  lofl  all  its  power  and  influence 

"  Abu  J -afar  Al  irABAR.    Al  Maicih^  iiblfop.  p.  1^7. 
CoLii  not.  nd  Alfragsm,  p.  la  U  tt.ahb: 
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in  duit  country  jby  the  dcckrosinff  of  the  ImU  Sbab  SUfnu^ 
wh^  he  came  to  it,  gsive  it  the  tide  oiDar  Jffuktnia^  or  the 
roydftaU    Shah  Jbhis  aUb,  his  great  graiMiibn»  was  fo  taken 
vith  its  i^ea&nt  fituationy  diat  he  fixd  his  rdGlJeace  there. 
After  whidi,  this  city  was  adorocd  with  aiiiperb  edifice,  caUed 
by  ^Ptrftans  Daiwkt-Uma^  the  royal falace^  a  I'pacious  mar- 
ket-place, a  fta^Iy  mofqiiey  it  noUe  garden  divided  into  four 
pafts^an  esDteofivehippodrome^asd  arc^f^ial  park,  or  place^whcre  * 
wild  beafis  weie  kopt,  confifting  of  1000  acres  of  groufld*   It 
fooa  likewife  received  (uch  farther  acocffioea  of  grandeur,  as  ea- 
abled  it  to  lift  up  its  head  above  all  the  other  cities  afPerfia. 
The  Ibcee  principal  fuburbsaon^ed  to  are,  dbhas-abedy  deno?- 
Biinated  likewife  the  manfim  0/  the  Tauhfians,  built  by  Sbdb 
JlbHi%  and  belonging  to  the  people  of  Tauris ;  Jvlfa^  inha* 
bited  by  a  colony  ^  Jrminians^  called  by  tome  tfew  Julfa^ 
there  having  been  an  antioit  city  going  under  the  /aoie  name 
in  Jrmenia^  upon  the  Araitis%  and  Gkebr-abod^  or,  as  the 
Jlrabs  pronounce  it,  Kibr-abad^  thejireet  of  the  Magians,  oc« 
cupied  intirely  by  the  profeiOlbrs  df  Magifm^  or  die  antient  re** 
lig^on  of  the  Perjians*   The  river  Zenderoud^  having  its  fourcc 
9n  mount  Dijnawendy  feparates  the  city  of  Ifpaban  and  AbbAs-^ 
Mid  from  Julfa  and  Ghebr-abadi  befides  which,  another 
river,  called  Jbi  Kur0n^  by  means  of  a  pailage  made  for  it 
throu^  mount  Dimawtnd  by  Shib  Abbdsy  formerly  watered 
part  of  the  neighbouring  trad,  and  united  its  ftrearas  with 
Aofe  of  the  Zinder$ud.     Some  authors  relate,    that  there 
are,  or  formerly  were,  two  other  ftreets,  or  fuburbs,  belong* 
ing  to  Iffabdm ;  and  that  the  Perfiaas  have  a  common  faying 
anionglft  them,  importing,  that  this  city  is  half  of  the  world. 
The  diftria  of  ^iMn,  which  is  in  Jl  JebMy  or  the  Perfum 
Irikj  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  Khusujidn^  the  Sufiana  of  the 
antients,  whofe  metropolis  Tufter^  fituated  in  a  plain,  anfwers 
to  the  Sufa  of  HerodottUy  PUf^  and  Strabo^  and  the  Shujhan  of 
/Scripture ;  and  on  ^e  fouth  by  the  town  of  Semiramj  that 
fiands  at  almoft  an  equal  diAance  from  this  capital  and  Shiraz^ 
the  metropolis  of  Fdrs^  FarfifldHy  or,  as  the  antient  Per  [tans 
pronounced  it,  Pirs.    At  nrft  the  fpot  on  which  Ifpaham 
Aands  was  occupied  by  four  towns,  or  ftreets,  going  under 
Ae  names  of  Kirafij  Kojhec^  Jubara^  and  Dirdejhta^  built  by 
Tabmuratb^  furnamed  the  Demoniac^  becaufe  he  was  fu(}po(ed 
to  have  vanquifhed  and  bound  the  devil,  and  Jam/hid.    The 
Perjian  writers  pretend,  that  Kaykobdd^  the  founder  of  the 
Kayaniafir  dynafty,  was  the  iirft  king  of  Perfia  who  fixed 
bis  refidence  here,  wliere  he  cho/e  his  fepulchre;  though, 
according  to  them,  it  did  not  long  enjoy  the  prerogative  of 
capital  of  that  kingdom.     Others  relate,  that  the  Jews^  after 
dieir  difperfion  over  Jffyria^  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring' 

pro- 


provinces,  being  diuwn  hither  by  the  fsflubrity  of  the  ixriter, 
built  a  fmall  town  near  anotbei-,  named  Jiiy^  whidi  was  after-* 
wards  greatly  inlargedj  and  became  a  city  of  very  confiderable 
note.    Hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  Yokut  ftiied  Ifpahan  the 
larger  city  of  the  Jews^  in  order  to  diflinguifh  it  froni  Jitj^ 
two  miles  diftant  from  it,  that  had  alfo  received  the  denomi* 
nation  of  the  Jewijh  city,  or  rathef  the  leffcryrt««^city; 
and  hence  a  probable  reafon  may  be  afitgned  why  the  Perfiens 
and  Jrminiam  (hould  affirm,  that  Ifpahdn  had  amiently  the 
name  oijujh*    Some  authors  maintain,  that  the  word  Ijfa- 
bin^  ox Sipaban^  denoted  cavalry;  and  that  it  was  applieid  as 
a  name  to  thecity.  (b  called,  becaufe  the  antient  kings  ^fPerjk 
ailembled  their  cavalry,  in  which  the  principal  flrength  of 
their  armies  confided,  here.     The  greatefi  part  of  the  Per^ 
fian  hiftorians  *  attribute  the  foundation  of  Ifpahan  either  to 
Hujhenk^  or  Houjkenk^  or  to  Tahmurhtb^  two  Pirjian  kinn  rf 
the  dynafty  of  Pijhddd,     It  loft  its  title  of  capital  of  Ptrfia  by 
the  tranilation  of  the  royal  feat,  in  the  days  of  the  KhoJr£s^  iSift 
to  Sufa^  afterwards  to  EJiakhr^  or  IJiukhra^  the  antient  Perfep^ 
&,  and  laftly  to  Al  Madayen  upon  the  Tigris^  However,  in  pre- 
eels  of  Itime,  it  recovered  this ;  for  Jalaloddin  MqUc  Sbdb^  or.e 
of  the  Seljukian  princes,  quitted  Khorafan  and  the  Arabian  Iriky 
where  his  predeceiTors  had  feated  themfelves,  in  order  to  fix  his 
relidehce  in  this  city.     Neverthelefs,  it  was  afterwards  obliged 
to  leave  this  honour,  upon  the  decline  of  the  Seljikian  d ynaliy, 
to  Shiraz^  which  the  Mo^afferian^  or  Motbafftrian^  Sohans  of 
Perfia  had  made  the  capital  of  their  dominions  in  the  days  cf  • 
Tamerlan ;  tho'  after  Ifmael  Sufi  had  feated  himfelf  upon  the 
Perfian  throne,  it  grew  more  flourifliii^  than  ever,  and  was 
not  only  made  by  his  defcendants  the  metropolis  of  Perfia^  b«t 
like  wife  one  of  the  moft  magnificent  cities  of  Afta  ;  erpecia]]y 
after  Shah  Abbas  I.  had  joined  to  it  the  fuburbs,  or  fireets,  above* 
The  mO'     mentioned,  and  eftabliflbed  there  feveral  colonies  of  Georjpans^ 
ietnftatf  GbebrSf  and  Armenians  '. 
e^lfpa-         WiTH  regard  to  the  modern  ftate  oi  Ifpahan^  before  Ac  ■ 
^^"^   '-^^'"'commencement  of  the  dreadful  rebellion  in  the  year  1721,  • 
tot  am-    ^^g  which  time  the  once  flourifiiing  kingdom  of  Perfia  has 
beeii  almoft  one  continued  fcene  of  blood,  ravages,  and  con- 
fufton,  in  order  to  give  our  qipous  readers  a  general  idea  of  it^ 

"  Georg.  Jac.  Kbhr,  ubi  fup.  p.  24— -—.26.     Golii  not.  a4 

Alfragan.  p.  214 218.  Ptol.  geogr.  lib.  w.  c.  5.    Al  Bicai» 

Hamdallah,  Sharif  Al  Edrisi,  Mohammed  Eqn  Kothair. 
Al  Fargani,  Yakut  Ebn  Abd^allah  Al  Hamathi,  Heroq. 
lib.  V.  c.  54.  Strab.  lib.  XV.  Pavsan.  Meflen.  c.  xxxi.  Plih. 
Jib.  vi.  c.  27.  Nehem.  i.  i .  Esth.  i.  2.  Dan.  viii.  2..  Ism.  Abi7Li^ 
FED.  in  geogr.  Khondemir,  Aut.  Lobb  Al  Tawarikb«  A 
Ja^nab.  Ahmed  Ebn  Vusbp.  Vide  eti^^  ARAftSjiAB^  iavi^? 
Tm,  ^iof^ue  fcriptor.  orienta].  plor,  119 
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we  {hall  here  beg  leave  to  lay  down  the  followbig  particulars,  m^ffrfw^tr 
*rhis  city  was  diilinguiflied,  no  lefs  for  the  magnificence  of  ^^^^  '**- 
Its  buildings,  than  for  the  vaft  traS  it  indofed ;  the  circum-^'«'«*'« 
fercnce  having  been  ordinarily  computed  at  twenty-four  miles,  *?**• 
including  its  gardens  and  fuburbs.  It  was  iituated  in  a  plain 
to  the  north  of  the  Zenderoud^  which  feparated  it  from  Julfa 
and  Gbebr-abad^  as  already  obferved.  The  fource  of  this  v 
river  is  diftant  only  three  days  journey :  there  arc  various  ac- 
counts concerning  the  courfe  of  it ;  but  it  \%  agreed  to  be  of 
very  fmall  extent.  Abbas  the  dfeat  caufed  a  chanel  to  be  cut 
through^ the  mountains,  thirty  leagues  diftant;  by  which 
means  the  wslters  of  the  river  Mahmoud  Ker^  called  by  fome 
of  the  eaflern  geographers  Jibi  K^nn,  as  has  been  above  re- 
marked, were  conveyed  into  the  Zenderoud ;  which  renders  it^ 
-  according  to  a  very  curious  modern  traveller,  as  wide  and 
deep,  upon  the  melting  of  the  fnows  in  the  fpring,  as  the 
"Sam  is  in  the  winter  at  Paris,  This  work,  which  was  car- 
ried on  by  fome  thoufands  of  men,  was  finifhed  in  fourteen 
years  time,  at  an  immenfe  exp^nce.  There  is  a  communica* 
tion  between  the  two  banks  of  the  river  by  different  bodges. 
The  largefl  and  fineft  was  that  of  Julfa :  it  was  360  geome- 
tfical  paces  in  length,  and  thirteen  in  breadth;  the  two  extre- 
mities of  it  were  flanked  by  four  round  towers,  with  a  covered 
gallery,  which  ranged  on  both  fides  the  length  of  the  bridge  i 
the  whole  decorated  with  the  richeft  ornaments  oiPerfuin  ar- 
chitedure.    It  was  joined  by  two  cauieways,  made  with  a 

frentle  defcent  to  afdouble  row  of  trees,  above  3000  paces 
ong.  This  delightful  alley  was  lined  with  terraflesand  plane 
trees:  it  was  called  Toherbag^  ox  four  gardens^  and  bordered 
with  gardens  belonging  to  the  kitlg.  The  length  of  it  was 
terminated  h^  ^'targe  pavilion  tpwards  the  town,  and  on  the 
pppofite  fiide'by  a  building,  in  th<i  royal  garden,  ctMgA  Hazar 
yeribj  m ^htmfand  gardens.  The  town,  or  fuburb,  of  Julfa 
on  the  dlie  ffde,  and  that  of  Ahbas-abad  on  the  other,  ftretched 
along  the  \enderoud.  From  the  bridge  of  Julfa  to  the  bridge 
of  Abbas-abad  vvas  ^bout  a  mile  and  a  half.  I'he  laft  received 
its  name  from  the  neighbouring  fuburb,  and  fcrved  as  a  com- 
munication to  the  we(tern  extremity  of  the  town.  The  bridge 
of  Barbaroui^t  which  was  lefs  difljdit  than  that  of  Abbds-abdd 
from  the  bridge  of  y«^,  was  the  third  met  with  defcending : 
like  the  latter,  \t  was  lined  with  galleries,  and  not  fo  much  in* 
ferior  to  it  in  architedure  as  in  length.  About  a  mile  further^ 
advancing  eaftward,  was  the  bridge  o\  Shirux^ovShirafs^  fo  de- 
nominated, becaufe  it  was  the  road -way  from,  Ijpahan  to  that 
city  ;  and  near  it  was  the  village  of  Cheerejian.  T'he  city  of  If 
paban^  or  Isfahan^  was  then  in  its  highef^  pitch  of  fpiendor,  and 
cfieeiQed  the  iargeft,  '\i  we  except  fome  of  tUe  cities  oiChina^  and    - 

moft 
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RioA  nftgmficeht  in  Afia^  with  6oo,ooa  iobsbitaiilS)  estdubve 

of  thofe  crowds  who  had  fled  thither  for  ihelter  ffom  dUFertof 

ptrtt  of  tho  opcii  country,  and  were  reckoned  near  100,000 

fottla.  Jti^^  was  a  town  fituated  only  a  mile  and  a  half  (buth 

of  Upahan^  on  the  feutfi  banks  o^  the  river  Ztnderoaii  01 

ftfprivir\  on  the  fide  (rf  uriiich  it  extended-  almoft  three 

Allies.    The  Armenians^  having  revolted  ag^inft  the  Turh^  in 

the  reign-  of  Ahbis  the  GrMt^  and  fiibmitted  to  that  prince^  he 

jtomoved  part  of  die  inhabitants  ofArmema  into  difiertnt  pio* 

Tince^  of  Perfia^    ThoA  of  tbe  antient  Julfiry  »tDWn  onths 

bimks'of  the  Aras^  or  Araxes^  were  tranfported  to  lfpMii% 

from'  whence  they  afterwards  reitioved,  and  fettled  in  tka 

piaco;  tb  which  they  gave  the  name  of  their  former  idi* 

denoe.     The  people  who  had  been  drawn  from  Erivany  Stif 

twf ,  aild^  the  loiH^er  Anmniay  had  fettled  in  the  other  faboHa 

ofl/pabafti  huiAbUsj^  defirous  of  improving  this  new  co> 

lony,  obliged  them  to  remove  to  JuVa^  tograiet  with  bm 

P^r/em  of  the  nei^bourhood  ofKenaan  and  Yt%i%  by  wUdi 

'   means,  four  new  quarters  were  formed.    Moft  of  the  ftrfm 

took  odcafion  to  retire  from  thence ;  fo  that  of  1500  fun* 

lies,  which  were  at  firft  computed  in  their  quarter,  there  id^ 

mained  only  300,  all  compofed  of  artificers  and  labomii^ 

'  men«    But  die  Armenians^  being  an  induftrious  adive  peofl% 

applied  themfelves  to  commerce,  »idy  by  their  care,  this  00* 

lony  fooif  arofe  to  a  flourifliing  condition.  They  were  gretfb 

cneoUraeed  by  AUaSj  and  fome  of  his  fucoeilbrs,  infomofli 

tiiat  7»m  had  the  appearance  of  a  repubhc,  founded  id 

mtdft  of  a  foreign  nation.     But  the  F^rfian  court  at  1 

forgetful  of  its  own  interefts,  grew  tired  of  fiivouring 

and,  ih  Shah  HpfeifC%  reign,  their  privileges,  which  had 

fefed  fome  diminution  under  his  predecdGursy  fell  into 

tempts.     This  was  the  fituation  of  the  Armenians  at 

whofe  colony  there,  by  fuch  condu<^  was  reduce 

pretty  low  eob,  when  the  fiirprising  revolution  happened 

Perfia^  in  the  year  1722 ;  of  which^togtether  widi  itsd 

ful  confequences,  the  vi^rlu  has  been  but  too  well  appi 

Howeveiv  if  we  will  belike  a  very  celebrated  modem* 

who  VFas  himfelf  upon  the  fpot,  the  inhabitants  of 

amounted  to  30,000  ibuls^  had  thirteen  churches,  and 

an  hundred  priefts,  and  paid  the  Perfian  court  200  / 

yeariy  for  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  not  many 

beftm  that  tragical  eveht  happened.     Ahhas-abad  is  fi 

to  the  w«ft  of  the  city,  and  derived  its  name  from 

Greaty  itsr  foundery  and  has  always,  at  leaft  for  the  moft 

beeD> inhabited  by  Mahantmedans^  Gheir-ahddvrzs  intiidy 

cupied  by  the  Aftigians^  or  Perfees^  of  whole  leligious 

wo-  hii^'c  already  g^ven  a  ml  and  ample  accoum^ 
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are  fauT  to  have  rcRrincd*  the  flimc  habit  and  attire  that  wtfrt 
>ifcd  in  the  days  of  the  antient  Ferfean  kings,  and  to  hive 
amounted' lately  to  about  600  families,  coftfifting  ortly  of  la- 
bourers and  farmers.    Some  of  the  ftreets  were  broad,  hand- 
fcme,  and  of  avery  confiderablc  length  j  flich  were  many  o^ 
ihofe  that  compofed  Mhas-ahad^  fome  of  thofe  that  formed 
i^t  town  of  Julfa^  and  a  few  of  thofe  belonging  to  Ghebr- 
Md\  but  others  of  them  were  narrow,  crooked,  aloft,  and 
arched,  to  the  great  conveniency  of  thofe  walking  in  them. 
Others* of  them  again,  tho'  extremely  narrow^  as  well  as  turn- 
-  jng  and  winding  many  ways.  Were*  of  an  incredible  lengthy 
and  refembled  \o  many  labyrinths.  The  broad  and  handfome 
ftreets  were  frequently  beautified  with  ttets  planted  in  them, 
widi  fountains  and  canals  in  the  middle  of  chem.     At  a  Imall 
difiance  from  the  town  there  were  likewife  public  walks, 
adorned  with  rows  of  plane-trees  on  each  fide,  ways  paved 
with  ft'one,  fountains,  and  cifterns.  Thbre  were  alio  above  an 
hundred  caravanfera's^  for  the  ufe  of  merchants  and  travel- 
ten,  many  of  which  were  built  by  the  king  and  prime  nobi- 
lity oiPerfta.   The  ground  was  plain  and  even,  except  in  tHatr 
rort  of  the  city  bordering  upon  the  river,  which  feemed  a 
iittte  lower,  and  approaching  nearer  a  fort  of  d^foent,  than 
the  reft.     As  very  little  rain  fell  here,  the  ftreets  of  Ifpahan 
were  frequently  full  of  duft  ^  which  circumftance  rendered' 
this  place  difagreeable,  during  a  confiderable  part  of  the  year. 
However,  in  ordei*  to  remove  this  inconvenience,  or  at  leaft: 
to  make  it  more  tolerable,  the  citizens  often  watered  them  in 
the  fummer* time,  and  whenever  the  weather  v^as  warmer  than 
ufual  here.     The  natives  admired  a  caftlein  the  eaftern  part 
of  the  town,  which  they  took  to  be  impregnable,  and' called 
Kalabi'beruky  that  is,  the  citadel  of  benedi^fion*    The  public 
mooey,  and  moft  of  the  military  ftores,  were  faid  to  be  kept 
Dere ;  for  which  reafon  it  went  amongft  fome  by  the  naiiie  of 
Jebbekbonth\  the  armory^  or  magazine.    The  building  was  it- 
Self  extremely  rude,  and  thepenthoufesbelongbgto  it  refembled 
a.fauman  nofe.    The  baths  and  caravanfera  s,  or  inns,  of  lefter 
note  in  this  qity  were  almoft  innumerable,  tho' there  was  but  one 
public  hofpital,  which  was  capable  of  containing  a  pretty  large 
number  of  infirm  people.  Moft  of  the  public  buildings  were  ra- 
ther neat  than  magnificent;  tho'  the  great  Meidart^  or  market- 
idace, called  by  xhtPerJians  Afeidan- bejforg jthc  royal  palace,  and 
the  alley  denominated  Tober-bagy  adjoining  to^  it,  made  a  very 
grand  appearance.  The  Meidan'biforgvr2i!&  660  paces  long,  and 
212  broad  i  and  was  fttuated  in  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  city. 
The  antient  ^i?/^;sr,  or  market-place,  going  under  the  name  of 
Meid4m-kohonehyV92A  30O  paces  long,  and  100  broad  ;  and  had 
its  fituation  likewife  in  the  fouth- weftern  quarter  of  the  town. 

The 
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The  ioxmtvMeidan  inclofed  the  royal  mofque,  called  the  mafpii 
of  the  Imam  Al  Mohdi ;  the  building  dcnotnin^tedi  Kaifiritb^ 
where,  all  forts  of  foreign  commodities  were  expofed  to  fale ; 
and  the  mint  ftiled  by  the  Perfiam  Serraab-khonebj  where  the 
xurrent  money  of  the  kingdom  was  coined.  Befides  the  native 
Perjians,  there  were,  according  to  Dr.  Kampfer^  who  refidcd 
fome  time  here,  in  Ifpahdn^  not  many  years  fincc,  above  i  o^oco 
Indians^  all  fupported  by  trade ;  20,000  Georgians^  Circaffiatu^ 
or  CberkaffianSy  and  Tartars  of  Dagejiariy  oxLefgees  ,  a  confide* 
rable  number  of  Engli/hj  Dutchj  and  Portuguefe,  together  widi 
a  few  of  the  French  nation.  The  Capuchins^  DifcaUeated  Car- 
meliteSy  JefuitSy  Dominicans^  and  Aujiin  Fri^arsy  had  likewile 
their  convents  here ;  though  they  found  it  impbiEble  to  make 
any  converts  in  this  place.  The  mofq^es  and  public  colleges 
amounted  to  above  an  hundred,  when  Dr.  Kampfer  was  ia 
this  city.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  dbferve,  that  IffabSti 
has  produced  an  incredible  number  of  learned  men,  amon^ 
whom  the  following  feem  to  merit  our  principal  regard  :  m 
Ifmael  Tograi,  a  celebrated  poet,  and  privy* ^ounfcUor  to  JU 
Make  Mas'id  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Mdlec  Shah  Al  Seljidii 
whofe  fifty-nine  verfes,  ending  in  LI.  were  publi(hed  by  the 
learned  Dr.  Pocock^  at  Oxford^  in  1661^  Shams-addtn  Mab^ 
mud  Ebn  Jbu*l  Kafem  AlAjhariy  who  wrote  a  commentary  up- 
on the  Kordn^  and  annotations  upon  Al  BeidawVs  commen- 
tary on  that  book,  befides  feveral  other  treatifes  of  good  ie<>  ^ 
pute.  The  firft  of  the  pieces  here  mentioned  is  faid  to  contaia 
every  thing  valuable  in  the  Kejhafoi  Al  Zamakl^Jharu  Abift 
Kafem  Ifmael  Al  Esfahanij  who  compofed  a  piece,  intitlcdp. 
Targhib  wa-Tarhib^  i.  e.  concerning  the  things  that  are  to  it 
fought  aftefy  or  avoided,  A  copy  of  this  is  to  be  feen  in  the* 
French  king's  library.  Sharfaddin  Abd'al  Mo'men  Sbakerim 
■•  Ebn  HebataUahy  who  wrote  a  piece,  intitled ,  Athbak  adhfdhfehA^ 

i,  e.  Golden  leaves^  containing  the  lives  of  fome  of  the  moft  ptoos^ 
Mohammedans*  AbiCl  Faraj  Ali  Ebn  Hofein  Al  Esfahaniy  wl» . 
publifhed  a  treatifc  upon  the  morals  of  travellers,  as  likewifil 
the  life  of  fahedhy  of  the  family  of  Barmacy  and  a  piece  exhi» 
biting  the  (;ondu£l  of  the  moft  illuftrious  men  of  Perjia,  AhA 
Kafem  Hafan  Ebn  Mohammedy  who  penned  a  book,  intitk^ 
Akhlak  Ragheby  i.  e.  The  manners  and  difpofttion  of  a  cmriaf 
perfon.  Abu  Ndim  Ahmed  Ebn  Abiallahy  who  wrote  a  trca- 
tife  containing  his  fentiments  of  the  qualities  of  a  iincere  friend^ 
wherein  he  gave  a  true  portFait  of  many  perfons  who  de*; 
ferved ,  that  chara<3er.  Mohammed  Ebn  ibrahimy  who  wtoI^ 
upon  ^z  forty  traditions,  Kamal-addln  Al  Esfabaniy  a  cdc^ 
brated  poet,  who  obliged  his  countrymen  with  an  elogy  npbii 
SoltanJalM*oddiny  and  fome  other  works  held  in  good  efleei9» 
MohammedEbnlJhakEbnMandahAlEsfuh&niyyilio  compofed  tl« 

*  bifioi/ 
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farftory  of  the  city  of  Ifpabdn.  Omad  Jl  Kbattab  Mu  AMal- 
kh  mtkammtdy  who  oompiied  %  hiflory  to  which  he  prefixed 
the  titk  of  The  ffiinior  of  Syria.  He  likewife  drew  up  cer- 
ttin  annotations  and  queftions  upon  the  Sonna.  Abu  Thdher 
Mmti  Ebn  Mohamnied  Sa/efi  Al  Esfabmi^  who  drew  up  a 

S'ecc,  intitlcd,.31tryir/y  traditions  applied  to  travellers.     Abu 
akaria  Tabya  Ebn  Abd^allah  Al  Esfabdni^  fometimes  called  ^ 

EknMandah^  who  wrote  the  hiftory  of  Ifpahan^  and  the  cir-" 
cuiiijacent  region.  Kawdm-addtn^  Dawd  Al  Esfahani^  and 
many  other  eminent  writers,  wbofe  names  and  works  we  are 
not  permitted  fo  nauch  as  to  mention  by  the  limits  prefcribed 
us  here  <^. 

SiKCE  the  fatal  period  above-mentioned^  thefuburb  o^JulfaSomefmr^ 
hai  been  almoft  totally  abandoned  by  the  Armenians^  who  in-  tber  par^ 
habited  it  In  very  confidcrable  numbers  before.     The  goytrn^^l^'^l^^' 
mexA  of  IJpedfdn,  twenty- four  leagues  long,  and  as  many  broad,  ^^^^'^^  'f 
comprehending  the  diftrids  of  Tcbiy  Marbin^  Kieraridgey  JCiz- *»P*^*Pr 
beb^  BaraaHy  Perhavar^  Elkhan^  and  Roundejier^   fome  of 
which  were  formerly  well  peopled,  appeared  a  few  years  fmce 
little  better  than  a  defert ;  moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  fer- 
tile and  delightful  xx^St  being  fled  or  difperfed.     Multitudes  of 
diem  had  taken  a  precarious  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Z«- 
rtfiiHy  or  Ldrijian^  a  particular  territory  lying  between  I/pa- 
m  and  Tm/Ieri  whofe  lands  were  left  untilled,  and  their 
houfes  mouldered  into  ruins*    In  (hort,  all  the  diilrefles  of  >^ 
AR  unfuccefsful  war,  or  the  invafion  of  a  barbarous  enemy^ 
eould  not  have  plunged  the  people  of  IJpaban  into  greater  mi- 
iry  than  the  vidories  of  their  tyrannical  king^  Nadir  Shdb^ 
who  feemed  more  fdjicitous  to  humble  his  own  fubjeds  than 
lis  enemies.     M.  Kebr  gives  us  to  underflandj  that  the  name 
tfiaban  was  deduced  from  the  word  SabahaHy  SabianSy  ^*  be« 
^  caufe,"  fays  he,  **  many  Sabiansy  Magiansy  or  fire-wor- 
^  ibippers^  have  their  habitations  in  this  City."     But  nothing 
lertainly  can  be  farther  fetched  than  this;  as  the  Sabians  and 
ifagiansy  whom  he  here  abfurdly  confounds,  are  two  very 
difierent  fe^b';  the  former  paying  an  adoration  either  to  the 
iars,  or  the  angels  and  intelligences  whiclvthey  fuppofe  refide 
In  them,  and  govern  the  world  under  the  Supreme  t)eity ;  and 
Ae  latter  thinking  fire  worthy  of  divine  honours,     Befid^s^ 

*  Hanway's  hiHoridil  account  of  the  BHcifh  trade  over  the 
Cafpiaafea;  with  theicvolutions  of  Per'fia,  vol.  iii.  p.  1 14,  ii^^ 
Il6»i2i, 122.  Lood. 1^(3.  GoLh  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  214— 2i8, 
^GSLBBRT.  KjEllVFtt.  amcenitat.  exotic.  Sec.  p.  163— ^2069  &c* 
Lemgoviie,  lyi^i  QltoKo.  Jac.  Kehr,  ubi  fup.  p.  2^.  See  alfo 
DLBAaivs't>|ravtbiotoPerria.  D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  art. 
Mifabatt  Jr  ijfrbtmif  p.  323,  324^  et  alib.  paiT.  Petr.  Della 
Vallb.  TAVBltH.  CIIaro*  voy.  de  Perfe,  &c. 
•  •  Vo^.  fl.  Mqr,  BUst.  B  b  though 
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though  the  Magiam^  or  Perfees^  with  whom,  atcording  to 
him,  Ifpahan  abounds,  might  at  firft  have  fettled  here  in  g^t 
numbers  $  yet  this  can  by  na  means  be  allowed  to  hold  true 
of  the  Sahians^  who  were  by  far  more  numerous  in  other  pans 
of  the  caft  than  in  Perfia^  where  Magifm  principally,  if  not 
folely,  prevailed.     Nor  has  Jfpahdn^  at  leaft,  for  feveral  agoS| 
abounded  with  MagianSy  or  Perfees^  as  this  author  pretends, 
in  fupport  of  his  hypothefis  \  that  fe£t  having  been,  ever  fioce 
the  reign  of  Abbas  L  confined  to  the  fuburb  of  Gbetr^UJ^ 
as  has  been  already  obferved.     The  latitude  of  Ifpahan  ha^ 
been  defined  by  Dr.  Kampfer  to  be  32®  40' ;  whereas  ths 
city  has  been  placed  by  Najfir  Eddiny  or  Nafsir  Kboaja  M 
Tdfiy  and  Ulugh  Beighy  or  Olugh  Bekj  in  latitude  320  25^  P. 
Defcrip'        That  a  mint  was  ere6led  here,  and  coiifequently  thati^ 
$^n  of  tbepo^in  was  a  town  of  confiderable  note,  in  the  earlier  times 
^bo^ve-       of  Mohammedifmy  though  it  made  a  much  more  conlideraUc 
mentioned  figure  in  later  ages,  the  aforefaid  dirhem  itfelf,  excluUve  rf 
dirhem.     what  might  be  collected  on  this  head  from  the  eaftern  writcn, 
js  a  fufficient  proof.     This  dirhem  exhibits  the  words  Bemt- 
dtnatiEJbahtma  fetUn  wates'ina  wamiaUny  i.  e.  In  the  city  t/lfy^ 
han,  1 96;  and  on  the  reverfe,  Mohammed  is  iheapoJlU  ofGoUy 
all  direSfion  is  from  God.     The  laft  of  which  expreffiom 
is' apparently  equivalent  to  the  following  allertion,  God  abn 
is  the  true  leader  and  director.   As  the  two  Arabic  terms  in  the 
infcription  importing  this  may  either  be  read  Lellahi  farifatssp 
«r  Lelldhi  farimatorty  for  faramaUUy  they  nuy  either  be  re«* 
dered  All  direRion  is  from  God,  or  In  God  isjirengtby  litk 
laft  of  which  veriions  makes  the  words  perfe^y  equivalent  tttP 
the  following  aphorifm  of  the  MohammedanSy  La  hdula  wetk 
iuzvata  eila  belldhiy  i.  e.  There  is  np  Jirengtb  or  fortitude  ki0 
in  God.     As  neither  the  name  of  ^/  Aminy  nor  that  dM 
Mamnny  occurs  on  this  dirhemy  we  cannot  certainly  iay  bf 
which  of  thofe  princes  partifans  it  was  coined.     However^  tt 
Thaher  Ebn  Hofein  reduced  Ahwdzy  as  well  as  Wafet  and  A 
MaddyiH  upon  the  Tigrisy  and  obliged  the  province  ofFars  !• 
fubmit  to  Al  Mamun  in  196,  the  city  of  Ifpahan  muft  nil* 
iJoubtedly  have  opened  its  gates  to  diat  prince's  troops  the ; 
fame  year  9. 

Thk 

^  Han  WAY,  nbi  fup.  vol.  iv.  p.  230.  Gotri  not.  ad  Alfragn. 
p.  Z16.  Georc.  Jac.  Kehr,  ufoi  fup.  p.  24.  Encblibet.  Kieafp* 
F£R.  ubi  fap.  p.  163.  Hyde,  hift.  relig.  vet.  Per£  p.  lag,  ct  alib. 
Prid.  conncft  of  the  hift.  of  the  Old  and  New  Teilam.  p.  i.  b.  )» 
B'Herbjel.  Biblioth.  orient.  zrt.Sabi,  p.  725'^  yzS,  SALE*spreliau 
difc.  p.  14,  15.  Nassir-Edoin.  et  Uluck  Bbioh.  in  bis.  tabat. 
gcog.p.  105,  137.  Oxon.  1711.  ^  Geo&o,  Jac.  KsBR.  sbi 
iup.  p.  a4— ^6.  Asi?-ADDi)f  Asv  AbdV  ilah  Mohamw£i>£bs 
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Thb  next  year,  being  the  197th  of  the  Hijra^AlMsmhf^  Al  Ma* 
forces,  under  the  command  of  Tbaher  Ebn  Hofein  and  Har^  mi^nV 
thitna  Ebn  Aafan^  appeared  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tigris^  xTiJ^rces 
the  neighbourhood  of  Baghdad^  and  formed  the  fiege  of  that  A^  *'^ 
capital.    As  the  Khalif  Al  Amn  hixnfelf  was  fliut  up  in  the-^'  ^-j 
place,  and  it  had  a  numerous  garifon,  tjie  befieged  made  a  "^O"*^* 
vigorous  defence,  and  deftroyed  the  enemy  abundance  of 
men*    The  befiegers,  however,  played  upon  the  town  incef- 
faotiy  with  their  catapults,  and  were  in  their  turn  not  a  littla 
annoyed  by  the  garifon.  with  the  fame  fort  of  military  machines. 
The  latter  likewife  made  continual  fallies,  and  fought  lika 
men  animated  by  defpatr,  though  they  were  always  at  laft 
beaten  back  into  the  town  with  conftderable  lofs.    In  fine» 
die  fiege  continued  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  year  ;      • 
durine  which,  the  greateft  part  of  the  city  oalled  Ajktr  At 
AlobSf  or  the  camp  0/ Al  Mohdi,  ere^led  on  the  eaftern  bardc 
of  the  Tigris^  was  either  demoliflied  or  reduced  to  aihes  by 
JdMamin'a  troops.     The  citizens  alfo,  as  well  as  the  gari- 
fon, were  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity  by  the  length  and  vio- 
lence of  the  fiege*    The  fubjefis  of  Al  Hakem  (eem  to  have 
enjoyed  this  year  a  im)found  tranquillity  and  repofe  through- 
<K*t  the  whole  extent  of  the  MoJUm  dominions  in  Spain  <*. 
.  In  the  b^inning  of  the  190th  year  of  the  Hijra^  com-  Al  Amiii 
mencing  S^ptimbir  ift,  813,  the  Khalif  Al  Amin^  having  «^iS^- 
keendeierted  by  his  troops^  as  well  as  ^he  principal  men  of '^^^ 
^gbdaiy  who  had  kept  a  private  correfpondence  with  Tbaher 
EinHofiin,  found  himielf  obliged  (o  retire  ta  the  old  town 
m  the  weftem  bank  of  the  Tigris^  c^ed  the  ci^  of  Abu  Jaa^ 
fir  AlManfiir^    However,  he  did  not  take  this  fiep  before 
tbe  citizens  of  Baghdad^  intirnidated  by  Thaher  Ebn  Hoftin^ 
bad  formally  depofed  him,  and  proclaimed  his  brother  Al  Ma- 
taiHn  Khalif,    Thaher^  receiving  advice  of  this,   caufed  that 
town  to  be  immediately  invefted,  planted  his  catapults  againft 
It,  and  at  laft  ftarved  it  to  a  (Urrender.    M  AnAn^  being  thua 
ttduced  to  the  neceffity  of  putting  himfelf  into  the  hands  of 
one  of  Al  Mamun^s  generals,  chofe  to  implore  the  proteSioo 
niHarthema  EbnAafan^  whom  he  judged  to.be  of  a  more 
bitmane  difpofition  than  Thaher  Ebn  Hofein  \  which  having 
obtained,  he  imbarked  in  a  ihallop,  or  fmall  veflel,  upon  the 
T^iiy  in  order  to  arrive  at  that  part  of  the  camp  where  Har^ 
tbema  was  pofted.    But  Thaher y  being  informed  of  his  der 

Baais  AlSmafei^  mjRaudh  arreydltit /  heiajiae-aJalehtM,  Abu 
Jaafae  Al  Tabar.  Al  Maicin^  ubi  fup.  p.  127*  ^  Abu 

Jaafar  AlTabar*  Al  Max  I  n,  ubi  fup.  Khondemir,  Grxc, 
Abu*l-Faraj»  ubi  fup.  p.  241.  Rooeric,  ToLiTAS.hift.  Arab, 
c.xjcif,  p.  ai. 

»  b  a  fign. 
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fign»  which  he  imtgtned^  if  carried  hito  estecttdottt  Wvuld 

^cfipfe  the  glory  he  had  acquired,  laid  an  ambufii  for  lum* 

which  he  had  not  the  good  fortune  toefcape.     Upon  his  ai- 

rival  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Harfhtma*%  tent,  Tbiher^s  fol- 

diers  ruflied  out  upon  him,  (link  his  boat,  drowned  aU  hit  al* 

tend^nts,  and  incareerated  hixn  in  Ibrahim  AlTalhf%  houfe. 

Hete  he  was  (bon  aftet  mitfiacr ed  by  ibme  of  TMAir's  fervantSi 

who  cut  oiF  his  bead,  and  carried  it  in  triumph  to  their  mai^ 

ter  V  by  whofe  order  it  was  the  next  day  expofed  to  public 

view  in  the  ftrcets  of  Baghdad,     Thaher  afterwards  fent  it  Co 

Ai  Mamun  hi  Khorafart,  together  with  the  ring  or  f6al  of  the 

Khalifaty  %ht  fcepter,  and  clie  imperial  robe  j  at  th«  fight  ef 

which,  that  prince  ftii.  doWn  on  \m  knee99  returned  thanki 

to  the  Almighty  for  his  good  fuccefs,  snd  made  tile  coiiriei 

who  brou^t  them  a  present  of  a  million  of  dirhAns  *• 

ime/ar-      SoM£  of  the  eaftern  writers  relate,  that  JHA^n^  a  litd^ 

tberfar-  before  his  death,  imagined  himfelf  in  a  dream  to  fir  upott  a 

ticulars     very  high  thick  wall,  and  faw,  as  he  thou^ht^  at  ciie  lasia 

relating  to  time  Tbaher  fapping  its  foundations.     Nor  did  he  appear  to 

^*         defift-from  that  operation,  titi  the  wall  he  undedHined  was  ah* 

Ibiutely  levelled  with  the  grotutd.    This  had  ftich  lui  cfieft 

upon  jH  A'mtHy  as  the  Arsh  are  naturally  feperftitknis»  thai 

'  he  refolvcd  never  to  deliver  himfelf  ap  to  the  mercy  of 

general.     Other  plrognollics  Ilkewife,  accoxdtng  tDthe 

tal  hiftoriant,  preceded  this  prince's  death.     Findhtg  a  tnod^ 

in  his  cloaths  ^  very  day  he  was  killed,  as  foon  as  he  fiiw  i^ 

through  an  utiaccountable  impulfe,  he  cried  out^  Oo3d  Mhtr 

^i  from  (Very  great  mis furtunt  that  may  happin  !     UratimEtm 

MMtfhdi  being  one  ni^ht  along  with  himi  a  little  before  fht  ; 

furrender  of  oKl  Baghdad^  called  ^he  city  of  At  Min^^  m 

the  golden  palace  there,  he  fent  for  one  of  his  (mging  grria^ 

named  Da^f^  to  enteTtain  them  with  .fome  of  ber  foafb 

After  they  had  exhilarated  tkertifelves  with  a  few  glidS»  of 

|rin6,  (he  fung  fome  verfes  taken  out  of  the  wwks  of  tht 

celebrated  poet  Al  Nahigba  Alja^di^  that  have  been  pre- 

IcrVed  by  M  Makin ;  which  he  could  not  forbear  confider'* 

mg  as  prefages  of  his  approaching  fate,  and  wMch  obliged 

him  to  (peak  with  a  figh  the  following  words  :   IF%rft  defikf 

df feats  $ttr  fnye^Sy  we  ought  to  hoi  upon  as  afokfs  aU  pr^ash 

iions.    The  &me  night,  which  did  not  precede  this  prince^ 

murder  above  two  or  three  days,  Ibrahim  EbnjttlUibdi  mA 

the  Kbaiif  heard  a  voice  clearly  and  diftindly  pronouncing 

thefe  words,  from  the  neighbouring  bank  of  tte  Tigris^  Yht 

.'  Aatr  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  MaIcin,  ubi  fup.  p.  127, 
\2^.  GkEG.  Abu^l-Faraj,  ubt  fup.  p.  24-1,  242.  EuTTCB.  abi 
fap.  p«  414, 415.  ILHONDaMiR^TasoFUAN.  chroBOgraph.  p.  421. 
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fuhjeSI  of  yur  confultation  is  determined \  .which,,  being  after- 
W2fis  repeated,  threw  the  latter  into  fuch  an  excefs  of  in« 
quietude  and  grief,  that  he  immediately  fell  out  of  his  feac 
We  are  told  by  AbuH-Faraj^  that  AlAtntn  was  fupplied  with 
the  vefiel  in  which  he  attempted  to  efcape  out  oUThiher^t 
hands,  by  Harthema  Ehn  Aafan  himfelFj  who  attended  him 
therein ;  that  Th{Aer*%  men^  ^ho  gave  chace  to  them  in  little 
boats,  attaclced  them  with  ftones  and  naphtha/  and  at  laft  fent 
their  ihallop  to  the  bottom  of  the  ri\rer;  that  Harthema  was  • 

wkh  much  difficulty  faved,  being  dragged  out  of  the  Tigris 
by  the  hair  of  his  head  ;  that  the  Khalifwzs  taken  with  only 
an  old  ragged  mantle  over  his  Shoulders,  his  breeches  on,  and 
a  curbant  upon  his  head,  at  no  very  great  diftance  from  Ba/ra ; 
that  he  was  incarcerated  in  a  houfe,  to  which  Thaher^s  fol- 
dlers  conduced  him,  till  midnight ;  and  that  feveral  Perjians^ 
fent  by  Tbaher  for  that  purpofe,  then  entering  the  room 
wherein  he  was  con Hned,  with  drawn  fcymitars  in  their  hands, 
immediately  dtfpatched  him,  and  cut  off  his  head,  which  was 
foon  after  carried  by  a  courier  to  Al  Mam&n  in  Kherafan.  The 
aforefaid  tragedy  was  aSed  either  on  the  twenty-fifth  jar  twenty- 
fixth  day  of  the  month  Al  Moharram^  before  Al  Amln  had 
completed  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  and  after  he  had 
jrigned  four  years  and  about  feven  or  eight  months.     He  had 
m  h^ndfome  face,  little  eyes,  and  thick  bufliy  hair.     He  was 
^tall,  fat,  extremely  robu4,  and  of  a  fair  complexion.   Some  of 
the  eattern  writers  have  reprefented  him  as  vaAiy  liberal,  tho"* 
at  the  fame  time  as  raih,  imprudent,  cruel,  intirely  attached 
to  his  pleafures,  and  indolent  to  the  laA  degree.     As  a  farther 
tnftance  of  his  infamous  fupinencfs,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  he 
and  his  freed-man  Kithar  were  playing  at  chefs,  without  the 
Vaft  apprehenfion  of  any  impending;  danger,   when  Al  Ma^ 
m^n^s  forces  puihed  the  liege  of  Baghdad  with  fo  much  vigour 
that  the  city  was  upon  the  point  of  being  carried  by  affault* 
Soon  after  his  acceilfion,  he  purchafed  for  large  fums  of  mo- 
ney great  numbers  of  eunuchs,  who  were  brought  from  all 
parts  of  his  dominions  xo' Baghdad ^  conftantly  attended  him 
day  and  night,  and  had,  together  -with  his  Uet  women,  of 
whom  he  was  likewife  extremely  fond,  the  principal  fliare  of 
his  favours.     Nay,  he  is  faid  to  have  divided  al)  his  Jewels, 
befides  many  other  things  of  ineftimable  value,  dmongft  them* 
He  alfo  commanded  the  different  provinces  of  the  empire  to 
fend  to  his  court  all  fuch  perfons  as  were  the  mod  expert  at 
chefs,  and  other  games  then  in  vogue  amongft  the  Arabs^  al- 
lowed them  peniions,  and  fpent  the  mod  confiderable  part  of 
his  time  amongft  them.     Of  the  velTels  which  he  CDhftruftcd 
on  the  Tigris^  one  refembkd  a  lion,  an  nher  an  elephant,  an- 
other a  viiltur^  another  a  ferpent,  and  another  an  horfe.    He 

B  b  3  fcarce 


393  The  Hiftory  cf  the^ArJ6$l  B.l. 

fcarce  ever  ailbciated  either  with  his  officers  or  relations ;  bat 

gave  himfelf  up  almoft  intlrely  to  women  (ten  of  which, 

that  underftood  mufic,  ufed  frequently  to  perform  on  the  lute 

together  before  him)  wine,  and  diverfions  of  various  ktmk. 

His  principal  counfellors,  or  FtfirSy  were  JlPadlEbn  Al  RaU^ 

Ifmael  Ebn  SaHh^  and  others  ^  his  judges,  IfmaelEhn  Hamai 

I  jkbn  Abu  Hantfa^  AbtClBahra  Ebn  friaheb/znd  Af^bammd 

£bn  Samara ;   the  captain  of  his  guards  Alt  Ebn  Ifa  Ebn 

Mdhini   and  his  chamberlain  Al  Abbas  Al  Fadhl  Elm  M 

JtabL    The  infcription  of  bis  Teal  was,  Mohammed  tru/UA 

in  Goo.    In  his  days,  according  to  Eutycbiuiy  the  emperor 

Uicephorus  departed  this  life ;  and,  in  the  third  year  of  Ui 

#  Kbalifaty  if  we  will  believe  the  iame  author,  T%cmasy  fat- 

flamed  Tamrlk^  was  advanced  to  the  patriarchate  of  ^«nh 

Jalenij  in  which  fublime  ftation  he  remained  about  ten  yean. 

la  fine,  as  this  Khaltf^  whofe  body  was  burled  at  BagUed^ 

imoft  ihamefuUy  negleded  all  affairs  of  government,  no  very 

memorable  event,  or  adion  of  eclat,  happened,  during  it^ 

whole  courfe  of  his  reign  ^ 

SECT.    XXVIII, 

^t  isfitf'  'T'HE  fame  day  that  Al  Amn  was  aflaffinated,  the  people  o( 

tteitiby     ^   Baghdad  proclaimed  his  brother  Al  Mamun  the  fccood 

Mi  brotbirtimt  KhaBfi  His  mother  was  Marajel  Al  Badagheifia.  At  die 

A\  Ma-     time  of  Al  Amn\s  death,  Thaher  Ebn  Hofein  occupied  the 

#da*        eaftem,  and  Harthima  Ebn  Aafenj  the  weftern  part  of  Bagh-^ 

dad.     Hanid  Abid  Hamid  Al  Tuji  was  pofied  alfo  with  a 

body  of  troops  at  a  place  about  four  parafangs  from  that  dtf* 

Soon  after  his  acceffion,  the  ntw  Khallf  Tcmowcd  Th&ber  En 

Hofnny  whom  he  appointed  to  prefide  over  Syria  and  J^ejif* 

tamhy  from  the  government  oilraky  and  fubftituted  Al  Ajim 

Ebtt  Sahalm  his  room.    He  likewife  deprived  Ayad Ebn  Ab' 

kammed  of  the  lieutenancy  of  Egypt^  and  fent  AlMataHeh  Sk 

jfbd*i(llab  Al  J^A'i  to  fucceed  him  in  that  poft  ;  but  this  go- 

Hremor  being  foon  depofed,  Al  Abbas  Ebn  Mufa  Ebn  1/a  Al 

H4/bimiMV2LS  diipatched  to  Egypty  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  dt* 

region  of  aflairs  there.  Abouc  the  fame  time,  the  new  Kbtdif^ 

whofe  name  at  length  was  AbuU  Abbas  AlMomin  Abu  Jm^^ 

Ab^aUah  Ebn  HarAn  Al  Rajhid  conftituted  AlFadl  Ebn  SM 

•his  Fifir ;  or  rather,  according  to  thePerJtan  hiftoriauSy  con*, 

iKrmed  him  in  that  exalted  charge,  to  which  he  had  advancd 

.  ^  KHONDKMiKy  Al  Nabicha  Al  Ja^di,  i^pad  Abu  Jaa^ 
Al  Tabar.  et  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p  129,  150  ut  e(  ipfe  Abv 
Jaafab  Al  Tabar.  ct  Al  Makin,  ibid.  Greg.  AbuVPabaIj 
jibi  fup.  p.  24Z,  243,  lEwTTcii.  ubi  fup;.  p.  ^r+^-ifi?; 
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btm  before  his  elevation  to  the.  Mofem  throne^     The  Khatif 
alio  gave  AlFadl  the  title»  or  Airname,  of  DhfURiyafatain^  i.e, 
the  perfon  having  two  principalities y  ox  fuhlime  employnu^ti^  be- 
caufe  he  committed  to  his  care  the  civil  and  military  govern- 
ment of  all  his  dominions  u. 

"The  following  year,  being  th<;  199th  of  t\\tHejra^  com-^^bam- 
mencing  Anguft  21ft,  814,  the  new  Klialif^  who  refided  ftill  '"^'^^^I^J 
at  Merti  in  Kherafin^wzs  alarmed  with  the  news  of  cpmmo-  T*bauba 
tions  brought  him  from  feveral  parts  of  the  empire ;  the  moft''     ."^^  . 
dreadful  of  which  was  that  excited  by  Mohammed  Ebn  ^^^^^^^^l^'^^^ 
Ebn  Ifmael  Ebn  Ibrahim  Ebn  Ai  Hafan  Ebn  Al  Hofein  Ebn  Alt  j*^ 
Ebn  Abu  Taleby  commonly  called  Mohammed  Eln  Tabdtibd^ 
at  C^fa^     The  people  of  that  city  being  incenfed  at  Al  Ma^ 
mwiy  for  permitting  AlFadl  Ebn  Sahal,  his  Vijiry  to  manage  all 
things  folely  by  his  own  authority,  were  eafily  prevailed  upon 
by  Mohammed  Ebn  Tabdtibd  to  efpoufe  the  intereft  of  the  houfe 
oiAli^  or,  as  they  termed  it,  that  of  the  prophet  himfelf.  Mo- 
bammedy  therefore,  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to  aflemble  a 
conftderable  body  of  the  malecontents  j   the  command  of 
which  he  gave  to  Abiiljdrdya^  an  officer  who  had  ferved  under 
Harthema  Ebn  Aafan^  the  preceding  year.     This  officer,  not 
thinking  himfelf  rewarded  according  to  his  merit,  left  Har* 
thema  in  difguft,  retired  to  Cufa^  and  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  Mohammed  Ebn  Tabdtibd^  as  the  prophet's  lawful 
fucceilbr,  there.     Being  now  at  the  head  of  his  new  maker's 
forces,  he  drove  Al  Hafan  Ebn  SqhaVs  deputy  from  Cufsy  and 
in  feveral  engagements  defeated  the  troops  fent  againfi  him  by 
the  Khalifa  governor  of  Irak,     This  enabled  him  to  advance 
to  Bafra^  which  he.poiTefled  himfelf  of  without  any  contider- 
able  lo(s.     By  thefe  fignal  advantages,  Mohammed  Ebn  Tabd-^ 
iibd*%  forces,  under  the  condu^  of  AbuUfarayd^  began  to  grow 
formidable,  and  to  give  no  fmall  inquietude  to  the  Khalif\ 
efpecially  fince  the  fcene  of  a£^ion,  as  well  as  the  neighbour- 
ing trad  now  wholly  occupied  by  the  rebels,  was  (ituated  at 
to  fmall  a  difiance  from  the  city  of  Baghdad  itfelf  ^. 

It  feems  to  appear  from  Roderic  of  Toledo^  that  the  people  Rebellions 
of  Calahorra^  the  Calaguris  of  the  antients,  rebelled  likevirife,  in  *vanoMS 
about  this  time,  againft  Al  Hakemy  the  wefiern  Khali f  mt^^^^f 
Spain,    Upon  receiving  advice  of  which  revolt,  that  prince  '^'  omfire* 
fent  Ab^alkarim^  one  of  his  generals,  with  an  army  to  bring 

^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  131. 
Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,   ubi  fup.  p.  243.     Eutycm.   abi  fup.  p. 

416 ^419.    Aat.  Lobb  Al  Tawarikh,   Khondemir,  Ism* 

Abclfed.  hid.  gen.  Al  J  ANNAS.  ^  Abu  Jaafar  Al 

Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  131,  i^^.  GokJi  w>c.  ad  Alfra* 
gan.  p.  126«-124« 
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them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty.    It  may  alfo  be  inferred  from 

Theophanes^  that  oiie  ufurper  made  himieif  mafter  of  Damaf* 

cuSy  with  the  territory  appertaining  to  it,  another  ravaged  Pan 

kftiney  2L  third  fet  up  for  bimfelf  in  Egypty  and  a  fourth  in  the 

weftern  part  of  Africa^  the  prefent  year.    But  we  (hall  oon- 

tent  ourfelves  with  barely  mentioning  thefe  rebelttons  here,  ai 

no  clear  and  diftind  account  of  them  ha«  been  handed  down 

to  us  by  any  of  the  jfrab  hiftcM'Sans  >• 

'AbaMfe-       The  next  year,  being  the  200^  of  the  Hsyra^  was  re* 

raya  //      markable  for  feveral  material  occurrences  that  happened  in  it 

tebeaJeJt  Hajan  Ebn  Sahal^  the  governor  of  Irok^  having  finiflied  hit 

«7}r^/^^rf- military- preparations  for  reducing  the  rebels  of  that  province 

iellions  m  to  the  obedience  of  the  KhaH/i  font  Harthtma  Ebn  Aafan  with 

Irak  and  ^  powerful  army  ap;ainft  Abiilfariy^ ;  who,  after  tnc  dcatk 

jftrabia      ^f  MohammtdEbn  Tabfitibd^  had  canfed  the  authority  of  Ah* 

^*'.'?-        hammed  Ehn  Mohammed  Ebn  Zeid  Ebn  Alt  Ebm  Ji  Hofiin  Ebn 

gtitj  ed,     ji^  £^j^  ji^^  Tdleb  to  be  recognized  by  the  troops  under  his 

command.  AbuUfarAy^^  finding  himfelf  not  able  to  make  head 
againft  the  Khalifas  forces,  fled  to  Ciifa^  and  even  abandoned 
that  city  upon  their  approach.  After  H^ribtma  Etn  Aafem 
had  poiiefTed  himfelf  of  the  place,  and  taken  the  inhabitants 
under  his  proteSion,  he  fent  a  detachment  in  purfuit  of  J/s» 
hammed  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Z$id  and  AbtHfar£iyi^  who  had 
made  their  efcape ;  which  foon  came  up  with  them,  txx)k 
both  of  them  prifoners,  and  conducted  them,  \yy  Hartbem^% 
order,  to  Al  Hafan  Ebn  Sahal^the  governor  of  IrdJt.  Several  of 
their  accomplices  likewife,  who  were  taken  &t  the  fame  time, 
attended  them,  under  the  fame  efcorte,  to  the  governor's  resi- 
dence. After  they  had  been  brought  before  him^  and  be  had 
had  fome  converfation  with  them,  AlHa/an-fentMihatmHsdEba 
Mohammed  Ebn  Zei4  to  AlMamun^  then  at  Meru  in  Kbor^ 
fan ;  but  ordered  one  of  his  executioners  X6  cut  off*  the  heU 
of  Ahtilfar&yh,  Notwithflanding  what  is  iniinuated  to  the  am? 
trary  by  TheofhaneSy  the  province  of  Egypt  feems  to  have  en- 
joyed a  profound  repofe  under  the  adminiftration  of  ^/  AiotedU 
EbnAbd'allahy  who  fucceedcd  his  jiredtceSoTjfl  Abbas  Ebn  Mu/m 
Al  Ifdjhemij  and  AJJhri  Ebn  Al  Hakem^  both  this  and  the  pre- 
ceding-year. After  the  extindion  of  the  rebellion  in  Irdi^ 
flarthema  Ebn  Aafan  took  a  journey  to  the  'Kkalif*z  court  ^ 
^er4  ;  where  he  accufed  Al  Fadl  Ebn  Sahalj  his  yijir^  of  con* 
cealing  from  him  the  true  Aate  of  his  affairs,  and  advifed  hint 
to  refide  at  Saghdad^  that  he  might  be^  as  it  were,  in  the 
centre  o/his  empire,  and  confeqviently  much  nearer  thegrcatcf! 
part  of  his  frontiers.     On  the  other  hand,  AlFadly  being  ap- 

*  RoDERic.  ToLETAV^  ubi  fup.  c.  xxiv,  p.  21.    Thiophaf. 
^bifu|).  p.  421. 

prized 
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prized  of  this  accu&Uon,  told  the  Khaltf^t^2X  Harthma  bad 
excited  JhuUfariya  to  the  late  revolt,  and  done  him  many  ill 
offices  in  other  refpeds.  This  fp  exafperated  Jl  Memdn,  that 
he  commanded  Hartbtma  to  be  firft  Severely  drubbed,  and 
afterwards  thrown  into  prifon  ;  where  he  was  foon  put  to 
death  by  an  afi'affin  fent  thither  by  M  Fail  for  thai  pwrpofe* 
About  the  fame  time,  Abialkarim^  after  he  had  befieged  £49^ 
iahorra  in  Spain^  obliged  the  people  of  that  place  to  fubmit  to 
jU  H^Jumj  ihe  weAern  Khalifa  and  ravaged  the  territory  he* 
longing  ta  them  in  a  dreads  manner,  returned  to  that  prinoe't 
rcfidence  loaded  with  fpoii.  The  calamities  attending  the  di** 
ibaded  ftate  of  the  Arabs  at  this  jundure  obliged  many  of  this 
Cbrifinmsj  according  to  TbeophamSj  to  abandon  Palf^ine  and 
Syriay  and  to  take  refuge  in  the  ifland  oi  Cyprus,  Ibrahim  Shn 
Mufa  Ebn  ^aafar  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  Khelif  in 
Yaman^  as  did  Mohammed  Ebn  Jaafar  at  Mecea^  the  prefenC 
vear.  But  as  neithfcr  of  thefe  ufurpers  was  long  fupported  in 
(is  attempt,  the  commotions  in  thofe  parts  were  appeafod 
without  any  great  efiiifion  of  Mofiem  blooid  r. 

•  In  th^  20 1  ft  year  of  the  Hejrti^  beginning  July  3Qth,  826,  Gr$mi 

.  JlMamuncd!&eAMEhnMifalihnJaafarlihnAl^himmedEbn  comm^ 
jUi  Ebn  Al  H^ftin  Ebn  All  Ebn  AbutaUb^  after  his  death,  to  the  ^^^'^^ «( 
fuccei&on,  gave  him  his  daughter  0mm  Habiba  in  marriage,  ^^ghdad. 
and  ordered  him  to  repair  immediately  to  his  court  at  Mirsi  in 
Khorajm.  He  aifo  lurnamed  him  Al  Radi  min  AlMoham^ 
mtd;  alluding  thereby  to  his  being  one  o(  AH^s  defcendams, 
and  of  the  family  of  Mehammed.  He  moreover  commanded 
his  troops  to  lay  afide  their  black  cloaths,  fuch  as  d^  membere 
ofnhe  houfe  of  Al  Abbas  conftantly  wore,  and  to  put  on  others 
of  a  green  colour,  the  principal  chara6leriftic  of  the  prophet's 
family,  in  their  room.  He  likewife  wrote  to  the  governors  of 
provinces,  to  let  them  know,  that  he  had  found  none  cither 
of  the  race  of AlAbha$  ox  AH  more  pious,  excellent,  or  learned, 
than  Alt  Ebn  Mifa ;  and  therefore  h^d  nominated  that  young 
prince  to  fucceed  him  in  the  Khalifat.  He  fent  an  exprefs  to 
jif  Ha/am  Ehn  Sahal^  the  governor  oflrai^  in  particular,  with 
orders  to  him  to.repair  forthwith  to  J?tf^i&^^/,  to  oblige  tba 
inhabitants  of  that  capital  to  drtb  tfaemfei  ves  in  green,  and  to 
-exaft  of  them  a  recognition  of  AH  Ebn  Afu/a's  right  to  the 
fucceffion.  This  ftep,  however,  greatly  alarmed  the  mem*- 
hers  of  the  houfe  of  AfAbias^  who  were  found  the  preceding 
year  to  amount  to  above  30,000  fouls,  and  threw  the  whole 

•  r   A'Bv  Jaapar  AlTabak.  A^Makiw,  ttbifiip.  p.  132, 159. 
Khondsmir,  EuTYCH.   ubi  fup.  p.  ^iS,  419.   THBePHAM.  ubi 

fup.  p.  21 — 23.     RODERIC.  TOLITAM.   obl  fup.    Isif,  AbULFBD, 

^j^  Jannab. 
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City  iifio  confufion ;  many  of  the  MoJUms  there  abfblutdy  re* 
fuiing  to  comply  with  the  KhaUf*s  orders.     Nay,  the  princi- 
pal officers  of  the  families  of  Jlyfhtds  zn6Hafl>em  ailemblcd  on 
this  occafion,  refolved  formally  to  depofe  Al  AfamAn^  and  to 
proclaim  his  uncle  Ibrahim  Ehn  Al  VI/AMirempcror  of  die  faith- 
ful in  his  room.  It  is  intimated  by  fome  of  theeaftern  writers, 
that  Al  Fail  Ehn  Sahaly  the  firft  officer  of  the  empire,  madci 
iJrofeffion  of  the  fed  of  AUy  entertained  the  htgheft  veneration 
for  the  family  of  that  Imam^  and  infpired  his  mafter  with  dx 
lame  fentiments  \  which  produced  the  aforefaid  impolitic  coo- 
dud.    It  muft  here  be  obferved,  that  the  SbiiteSj  or  followen 
of  AH^  look  upon  this  AU  Ebn  M£fa  as  one  of  the  twelve 
great  Imams^  whom  they  regard  as  the  twelve  great  piUanof 
Jflami/m.    However,  the  meafures  purfued  at  this  jundure  hf 
die  KhaHf  now  in  view  might  have  proved  the  total  ruin  i 
his  aflfairs  K 
Ibrahim        The  following  year,  being  the  202d  of  the  Hijroy  tlie 
Ebn  Al     forces  cantoned  about  JSaghdddy  excited  to  this  revolt  by  the 
Mohdi      friends  of  the  houfes  of  Al  Abbas  and  Hafiyem^  withdrew  thdr 
^0t/flti/if4/ allegiance  from  AlMamUftj  and  created  his  uncle,  Ibrahim  Ebt 
Kbalif      jl  %fcbdij  Khattf,    However,  the  troops  commanded  by  A 
iktn.        Hafan  Ebn  Sabat^  the  governor  of  Irak^  pcrfifted  in  their  fide- 
lity to  the  former  of  tbofe  princes,  and  even  attacked  Ibrahim's 
forces  feveral  times;  tho'  nothing  decifive  happened  on  either 
iide.     After  his  inauguration,  Ibrahim  made  a  fpeech  to  the 
people ;  wherein,  like  others  in  the  fame  fituation,  he  pro- 
mtfed  them  all  the  happinefs  and  advantages  that  their  heans 
could  defire.    Upon  which,  Cu/a^  with  its  dependencies,  fiib- 
mitted  to  him.     Ibrahinfs  exaltation,  and  the  courage  of  bi 
faithful  fubjeds  in  /nzi,  haftened  yfl  MamuiiC%  joum^  t» 
Baghdad,     Upon  his  arrival  at  Sarkbas^  or  Sarakkas  (which  is 
undoubtedly  the  true  reading  in  Al  MaHn)  a  town  of  Klmra-^ 
fattj  and  not  at  Baghdad^  as  is  indmated  by  fome  of  the 
Perjian  hift#rians,  he  gave  private  orders  to  an  aflkflin  to 
murder  Al  FadlEbn  Sahaly  his  yifir^  who  had  been  the  chief 
caufe  of  all  the  difturbances  in  the  empire,  in  a  bath  ;  and 
afterwards  put  the  murderer  to  death,  for  the  perpetratioa 
of  a  crime  which  he  pretended  to  abhon    This  Al  FatH  ii 
faid  to  have  been  the  firft  Arab  who  inferted  his  furnane 
in  the  letters  that  he  wrote.    The  people  of  Cordttba  ia 
Spain  rebelled  this  year  zgzxntt  Al  Hakem^  the  Kbalif  ^txtti 
but  were  reduced  to  his  obedience  hy  Ab^alkarimy  his  gene* 

*  Abu  JaaFar  Al  Tabar:  Al  Makin,  obi  fiip.  p.  i|j. 
Oreg.  AbuY-Faraj,  ubifup.  p.  243.  Khondemir,  Act.  Lobb 
AlTawarikh^  Gborg.  Cedren.  abifup.  p.  512,  $13.  £iB 
Shohnak.    Sec  dfo  Sale's  prelim,  difc.  p.  17$ — ^i?^** 
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ral,  who  entered  their  city  by  force  at  the  nnv  gati^  cut  o(F 
all.  the  ringleaders,  lianged  above  300  of  the  rebels,  and  fuf-  ' 
fered  fome  of  them  to  efcape,  M  Hakifity  however,  accord- 
ing to  his  ufual  demency,  pardoned  the  wives  and  children  of 
thofe  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  revolt.  This  rebellion 
is  attributed  by  ftodiric  to  the  opulence,  luxury,  and  pride,  of 
the  Mojkms  fettled  in  that  part  of  Spain  ^ 

7^H£  following  year,  being  the  203d  of  the  HejrOy  conv-  The  trttof$ 
mencing  July  9th,  818,  M  Ebn  Mufa  Al  Radi^  called  by  it/  Bagh- 
the  Perpans  Riza  the  /m^,  having  taken  a  furfeit,  by  eat-  dad  Jep9fi 
ing  too  many  grapes,  or,  as  others  write,  having  been  poi«»  Ibrahim 
foned,  died  at  T&s  in  Khorafdn^  the  laft  day  of  the  month  ^^^  Al 
Safar ;  and  was  buried,  by  Al  Mamun\  ckder,  near  the  fe-  M®'"''* 
pulchre  of  his  father  Harin  M  Rajhid.    This  Jli  Ebn  M^fc 
has  been  reprefented  by  the  Arab  writers  as  a  moft  abftemious 
and  religious  youth.     His  death  not  a  little  afieded  the 
KbaSf^  who  therefore  continued  the  remainder  of  the  year 
at  Tus.    In  the  mean  time,  great  commotions  happened  at 
Baghdad.     The  troops  (here  depofed  Ibrahim  Ebn  Al  Mahdi^ 
fumamed  by  theipi  Al  Mobarak ;  who,  in  order  to  efcape  their 
fury  and  violence,  was  obliged  to  hide  himfelf  about  the 
middle  of  the  month  Dbu^Wajja^  and  to  remain  concealed  till 
Al  Mamtlnh  arrival  at  Baghdad.    That  ufurper,  whom  fome 
like  wife  call  Ebn  Sbaklahj  according  to  Ahu  Jaafar  Al  Ta^ 
bariy  bx  upon  the  Moflem  throne  at  Baghdad  almoft  two 
whole  lunar  years  ^, 

The  next  year,  being  the  204th  of  the  Hejra^  beginning  Tbefa^ 
Juru  28tfa,  819,  the  Khalif  Al  Mam&n  entered  BagMddy  ^Xmoas  Al 
the  head  of  his  forces  that  had  attended  him  from  Khorafin^  Sbafel 
and  were  ail,  in  compliance  with  his  former  order,  dreflra  in  diet  in  the 
green.     However,  in  about  a  week's  time  after  his  arrival  zty^arrftb^ 
Baghdad^  he  thought  iit  to  revoke  the  order  he  had  made  Hejra 
three  years  before,  and  to  command  both  the  people  and  ^4« 
the  army  always  to  appear  in  black,  as  heretofore ;  which 
produced  the  defired  effeA,   and  intirely  conciliated  the  af- 
fcdions  of  all  his  fubje£ls  to  him.     This  year  was  likewife 
remarkable  for  the  death  of  the  famous  Abu  Ab^aUah  Ma-- 
hammed  Ebn  EdrU^  furnamed  Al  Shafei^  the  author  of  the 
third  orthodox  fe£l  of  the  Sonnites,    He  was  born  either  at 
Gaza  or  Afcahn  in  Palejiiney  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  150^ 

*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.p.  1331 134. 
GiEQ.  Abu'l-Faraj,  obi  fop.  Eutych..  ubi  fup..p.  418,  419. 
GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  18$.    Auc  Lobb  Al  Tawarikh, 

KHONDEMIRy    RODBRIC.  TOLETAN.  ubi  fap.  }   AbV 

iikAFAR  Al  Tabar*  Al  Makin,  obi  fup.  p.  134.  Greg/Abu*!,* 
AR4J>  ttbi  fop.  p.  244*  EvTYCH.  ubijup.  p.  41 8j  419. 

the 


f^6  Tthc  Hijiory  <^f  tU  Arabs^.  .Bft. 

the  fitme  day,  as  fome  will  have  it,  that  Ahu  Hamfa  died, 
and  was  carried  to  Mecca  at  two  years  of  age,  and  dierc  edu- 
cated. He  died  in  Egypt,  whitlier  he  went  about  five  yean 
before.  Some  authors  relate,  that  he  came  to  Baghdad  in 
195,  and  performed  the  pilgrim9ge  ts^AItcoiy  from  whence 
he  returned  in  198,  ^nd  afterwards  took  a  journey  into  Egjfi^ 
where  he  had  formerly  heard  that  celebrated  dodorand  /mm, 
Malec  Ebn  Jns.  He  is  held  in  the  higheft  repute  amongfi  the 
SonniteSy  for  his  excellency  in  all  points  of  learning,  and  was 
much  efteemed  by  Ebn  Hankal^  his  cotemporary,  who  uicd  to 
iky^  that  he  was  as  the  fun  to  the  vforld$  and  as  health  t§  tie 
hody*  Ebn  Hanbaly  however, -had  fo  ill  an  opinion  of  jfi 
Sbd/ei  at  firft,  that  he  forbad  his  fcholars  to  go  near  hinii  but 
Jbme  time  after,  one  of  them,  meeting  his  mafier  trudging 
en  foot  after  Ji  Shafet\  who  rode  on  a  mule,  aflced  him  how 
it  came  about  diat  he  foroad  them  to  follow  him,  and  did  it 
btmfelf  f  To  which  Ebn  Banbal  replied,  HM  thy  peace  \.  if 
Jib(m  hit  aUend  bis  muUf  th$H  wilt  profit  thereby.  A  I  Sb^d 
ji  fiiid  to  have  heen  ^  firft  who  diicovrfed  of  jurifprudeooe^ 
and  reduced  that  fci^nce  into  a  method  ^  one  wittily  fayif^ 
d^ttt  the  relators  of  the  tradidons  of  AUhammed  were  aflccp,  dl 
JI  Shafei  came  and  waked  thftm.  He  was  a  great  enemy  t» 
the  fcholaftic  divines,  as  has  been  ^bferved  by  a  good  author. 
AlGhaxaU  tells  us,  that  Al  Shafei  ufed  to  divide  the  ntglit  ijiId 
three  parts,  fine  for  fludy,  another  for  prayer,  and  the  thtod 
for-fleep.  It  is  alfo  related  of  him,  that  he  never  fo  much  as 
once  fwore  by  God,  either  to  <:oufirm  a  truihi  or  to  affirm  a 
falfehood  ;  and  that  being  once  aiked  his  opinion,  be  remained 
filent  for  fome  time,  and  when  the  reafon  of  his  (ilcnce  w 
demanded,  he  anfwered,  /  am  c§nfidering  firft  whuhv^  it  h 
better  tofpeak  or  to  hoid  my  tongue.  The  following  faying  it 
recorded  of  him,  vi%,  fn)oever  pretends  to  Jove  the  world s^i 
its  Creator  at  the  fame  time^  is  a  liar.  He  alfo  u(ed  to  iay^ 
that,  for  fixfben  years  together,  he  never  rofe  from  tMc  &» 
tisfied,  as  imagining  that  a  full  meal  would  difqualify  hiA  < 
both  for  ftudy  and  devotion.  We  are  informed,  that  when 
his  mother  was  with  child  of  him,  (he  dreamed  that  the  planet 
yupiter  fell  out  of  her  womb  into  Egypt^  and  that  a  part<£ 
It  pailed  from  thence  into  feveral  other  regions ;  from  vfhctxt 
tlie  interpreters  of  dreams,  whom  ibe  confultcd  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  inferred,  that  (he  (hould  be  brought  to  bed  of  a  fon 
.who  ihouki  firft  inftrud  the  Egyptians  in  all  kinds  of  ufefid 
.knowledge,  and  afterwards  impart  the* fame  inftru£lion  to 
•  other  nations.  He  wrote  a  book  upon  the  foundations  of  ^JfSttH^ 
ifniy  which  comprized  all  the  eft'entials  both  of  the  civil  and 
canon  law  of  the  Moflems  \  as  alfo  two  others,  one  of  which 
was  intitlcd  Soilan^  or  Swnan^  and  the  oth^  Mcfnad^  upoQ 
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the  fame  fiibjed.  His  doArine  wa3  held  in  fuch  high  n* 
pute  amoi^  the  SoHnhes  in  the  time  of  Saiadin^  that  h# 
founded  a  college  ac  Cairo^  or  Al  Kahirah^  in  which  no 
other  was  pefBiitted  to  be  taught.  The  magnificent  mofqu« 
and  coUege  erc£ted  at  HerM  in  Khorafdn  by  Gayatbo^ddin^ 
third  Sobin  of  the  Gaurian  dynafty,  was  appropriated  to*the  ui* 
of  the-dodors  ofA/Sia/ers  fed :  and  the  dodors  of  the  city 
ofjFaroi^  or  Farhb^  in  the  Tranfixana^  according  to  an  eaftem 
writer  of  good  noie^  were  all  of  the  iame  featiments.  Ther*- 
is  a  hiitovy  of  tihefe  do£tors,  or  foUcwers  of  Jl  Shafki^  thaf- 
bears  die  tltk  of  Tbmbttkat  Al  Shafitit^  in  whkh  they  ar* 
ranged  in  different  daffeo.  The  Shdfiitet  were  formerly  (preaA 
into  Adawar&'kakr^  and  other  parts  eaftward,  but  are  at  pre* 
fent  almoft  intirely  confined  to  ArMn.  With  regard  to  th# 
Mtfiem  traditions,  it  is  iaid  that  Al  Shifn  received  them  from 
Malic  Ehn  An$^  and  traafmitted  them  to  ZAaru  For^  2E  i* 
leoised  upon  as  a  point  of  no  fmatl  imp<^rtance  by  the  J£r- 
bammgdam  to  know  the  canal  by  which  thofe  traditions,  that 
deduced  their  fimice  from  the  prophet  himfclf,  have  been  con* 
▼j^r«d  down  to  thenti.  We  muft  not  forget  to  inform  0110 
leaders,  that  AJfari  Ehn  Al  Hakim  likewile  <kparted  this  life  \tk 
£gyp*j  over  which  country  he  had  been  fent  by  Al  MamHn  to  ^ 

preftde,  and  was  fucceeded  there  by  his  fon  Jmlmmmid  Aku* 
mafir^  die  prefent  y^ar  \ 

Isr  the  205th  yeir  of  tht/£^tf,comsiiencing7aii#  17th,  820, 7Bipn^ 
nothing  very  material  happ^icd  iti  the  Mnifltm  empire,  as  far  'VMcf  9/ 
as  can  be  collefted  from  the  oriental  hiftorians.    We  arc  told,  Khoralan 
however,  that  AlMamAn^  nowfindiilg  himfelf  in  peaceable  "-^'fjf?' 
poffi^ion  of  d)e  Khalifat^  conferred  this  year  upon  Thaher^  Te^^ 
mod  his  defcendents,  the  government  ofKhoraJany  with  almoft  u'^i^-q 
an  abfolute  and  unlimited  power,  in  order  to  recompence  the  ^ndHs^^m 
iagnal  fervices  done  him  by  that  general*     Some  of  the  eaftern  y^^^^/. ' 
writers  alfo  relate,  that  Al  ShAfei  was  alive,  and  continued  to  * 

propagate  his  do<^ine,.  as  ufual,  throughout  the  whole  courlb 
of  the  prefent  year  •*• 

The  following  year,  being  the  206th  of  the  Hijra^  Mo-  Al  Ha^ 
hantmid  Abunafr  Ehn  AJfari^    lieutenant  of  EgypU  died  at  ^em  ««J 
MifTy  or  Al  Foftut^  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Ah^  ^^1^ 
Wallah  Ehn  AJfari^  whofe  pretenfions  to  the  government  were  ™     ^*^ 

*  Abv  Jaavar  AlTabar.  Al  Makin,  ubifup.  Khonob- 
Btia,  Gbbg.  Abu'l'Fabaj,  ubi  fup.  Ebn  Khalecak,  Al  Za- 
Vaeami,  apod  Pooockiam,  in  not.  sid  fpcc.  hid.  Arab.  p.  296,  uC 
«t  ipfe  Poc.  ibid.  Al  Ghazali.  Vide  etiam  D'HERBEL.Biblioth, 
orient,  art.  Schafti\  p.  766. vct  Poc.  ubi  fup.  p.  197,  .295—297, 

'  Khokdbmir,  D*Herbel.  Bibiioth.  orient,  p*  545* -54^*  ^\ 
atlib.  Ebn  Shohnah,  Aur.  Lobb  Al  Tawarikh*  Poc.  ubi  fup. 
p.  ^96. 
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Tbi  Mof-      TH£  iftxt  year,  being  the  21  ith  of  the  Hejra^  commctic- 

lems  ^ie-  Ifig  Affil  13th,  826,  Ahiallah  Ebn  Tbdher  Ebn  fbfein  ar- 

/ar/d«ri  I*  rired  in  jP^^  and,  in  the  month  of  the  former  Rm:^  en* 

Spain.       tered  upon  the  government  there.    After  Ae  amotion  of  jR^ 

^aUah  Ebn  \Ajlfon^  he  alfo  appointed  Ayai  Ebn  Ibrahim  his 

Vrjir.     About  this  time,  Ah^alhxrm  retoc^  Bnrcdma  from 

the  drijUons  inSpatn^  and  reduced  the  other  places  the  Aftf^ 

Rnis  h^d  loft,  during  the  contintiatice  of  dieir  late  diflenfions* 

The  Khttltflikemfh  forbad  all  his  fubjefb  to  mirice  faonoor* 

Able  Mention  of  AhSwtyahj  the  ftrft  SCbaMf  of  the  hode  of 

Ommiyah^  and  to  prefer  him  to  any  of-  the  prophet's  ccmxp^ 

tfions,  the  fame  yeir  k. 

The  Arabs     In  th^  212thycar  of  the  Hejra^  beginning  April  ad,  817, 

mah  a  di-  Jfbd^atkh  Ebn  7%dhef  Ebn  Hofein  removed  ^ad  Ebn  Ihrdnm 

/cent  in     fit^m  die  high  office  bf  Vifir^  and  (ubftituted  in  his  room  Ifa 

SiciJy.       Ebn  Yezid.    The  Jn^alifWktTnfty  this  year,  eommanded  hs 

^b}e(!b  to  admit  Alt  Ebn  Abu  TAkb  to  have  been  the  moft 

e^ctUent  of  ill  men,  except  M&hammed.  This  happened  in  tile 

trron'fh  of  the  former  Rabr,  Nay,  it  fcems  probable  from  jSm 

JaafarAlTabari^  thzt  the  KhaKfAlMam^i  at  this  time,  iffiicd 

out  a  public  cdi(3,  declaring  the  JTor^  to  be  create,  whkk 

^         .  w^s  cbnitrmed  by  his  fucceflors  Al  Mitafem  and  Al  I^tU^ 

ivho  whipt,  imprifoned^  and  put  to  death,  thofe  of  the  coo- 

'  tratv  opinion.    But,  at  length,  Al  Mtrtawakkel^  who  facceedei 

Al  n^atheky  put  an  end  to  thcfe  perfecutions,  by  revoking  tkt 

former  edids,  releafmg  thbfe  that  were  imprifoned  on  that  afr 

^unt,  and  leaving  every  man  at  liberty  as  to  his  belief  in  dm 

point.    We  muft  not  forget  to  6bferve,  that  the  African  Afy^ 

Jems  ms'de  a  defcent  in  Sicily  about  the  middle  of  the  month  ol 


7«^i  the  pfefent  year  ^ 

1--  Ti 


f^^Kha-  ,Th£  following  year,  being  the  213th  of  the  Mol 
lif  ap'  fcra,  the  KbJlff  Al  MamHn  removed  AbinM)  Ebn  Tbikt 
poifttj  tnvQ  ff om  itit  government  of  Egypt^  and  fent  his  brother  Al  Mk^ 
new  go-  tafem  to  take  opon  himfdf  the  government  of  that  coutitxy, 
H}ermr$  of  ^^^^^  $^ia^  He  alfo  appointed  his  /on  Al  Abbds  to  prefidc  over 
frvmnces.  Mefop^ttmia^  and  fome  of  the  nei^bourmg  provinces,  ffe 
lik&wHb  made  a  prefent  to  each  of  the  new  governors,  as  ymA 
is  to  Abd'allah  Ebn  ThAhirj  of  500,000  dinars  «». 

^  A»v  jAAtthK  Al.  Tabak.  AlMaciNi Abi  fap.  p.  1 56.  Roa^ 
'iTOitfeYAH.  ubifafV.  D*Herbbl.  ttbifnp.  p.  9.  1«m.  AsoLPKOb 
>   ^  Oifotttc.  Sicut  ab  anno  Christi  Say^  ad  annum  Christi 
963.  .ex  cqdtce  Ar^bico  Cantabrigtehf.  edit,  a  Joamnb  Baftista 
Carusio.  in  hift,  Saracenico-Sicul.  var.  inonunicnt.  Sec,  p.  5. 

^  Abu  Jaafae  Al  Tabar.  Au  Mai^xn,  ubi  fup.  p.  ii^. 
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In  the  2i4tb  year  pF  th^  Hejra^  nothing  venr  material  hapt>  Th  nve/^' 
peped  in  the  eadern  provinces  of  the  empire ;  but  the  weftern  f^*^  Mo(- 
Mo/eems  in  Africa  carried  on  great  military  preparations^  in  lems/rf 
order  to  make  another  deicent  in  &idhf.    Nay,  >iccording  to  A^  ^^^ 
fome  authors,  about  this  time,  they  took  and  deftroyed  the  ^'*^'*'^ 
city  oiSilinm^  in  that  ifland.     The  weftcrn  Mojkms  wcre?';^''  V 
now  grown  in  a  manner  independent  on  the  Khali f    Ikrahim  ^'^)^* 
Eht  Aglat,  who  had  been  fent  goveropr  into  the  weftern  parts 
^Africa  by  the  KhaEf  Harin  Al  Rcjknd^  in  the  year  of  the 
Uqra  184,  aflumed  to  himfelf  almoft  an  abfolute  power  in 
that  country,  and  conquered  a  large  extent  of  territory  for 
himfelf  and  his  defcendants ;  over  which  they  prefided  as  fo« 
yereign  princes  about  112  years.     It  appears  from  Abuffeda^ 
that  Al  Mamun  received  Abu  Dolaf  one  of  hi^  brother  Al 
Andi^a  friends,  into  favour,   and  appointed  AifTallah  Ebn 
Tbihir  to  prefide  over.  Kborafan^  the  prefent  year  '*. 

The  next  year,  being  the  215th  of  the  Hejray  AlMamtn  The  Eiia- 
afbnbled  a  powerful  army,  in  order  to  undertake  an  expedi-  WUmfades 
.lion  againft  the  imperial  territories.    Having  finiflied  his  mili-  th^^trri^ 
tuy  preparations,  he  fet  out  from  Baghdad^  at  the  head  of  his  ^^^'*  9f 
numerous  forces,  on  the  27th  day  of  AlMoharram^  and  made  '^' Greek 
Wm&lf  matter  of  a  fortrefs  called  Karra  by  Abu  Jaafar  Jl^^^i 
Tabari;  which  he  ordered  to  be  difmantled.     He  allopof^ 
kSkd  himfelf  of  feveral  other  places  of  ftrength,  and  dien 
inarcbed  to  Damafcus.     Abu  SoUman  Al  Daranij  a  perfon  oif 
.uncommon  fandity,  Makki  Ebn  Ibrahim  Al  Balkhi^  one  of 
AlBokharV^  doSors,  and  Abu  ZeidSeidj  a  famous  gramma- 
Han  and  philologer,  according  to  Abulfeda^  died  this  year  o.  ^ 
.    Th£  following  year,  being  the  216th  of  the  Mykm  aera,  and  maka 
Al  Mamun  received  advice,  that  the  Greek  emperpr  had  put  another 
4dx>ut  1600  of  the  citi^ns  of  Tarfus  and  Al  Mafiftyah  in  Cibcia  imtftiw 
.to  the  fword.     To  revenge  which  alFront,  he  took  poft  with  a  into  them 
fomiidable  army  before  a  confiderable  Chrijiian  town,  whicl^  tbefollotuf^ 
immediately  furrendered  to  him.  From  thence  he  detached  his  i^iJ^or. 
1>rother  Al  Motafem  with  a  body  of  troops,  to  penetrate  farther 
4nto  the  imperial  territories ;  who  made  himfelf  matter  of  no 
Jds  than  thirty  of  the  enemy's  catties.  He  alfo  fent  Yabya  Ebn  ^ 
i/^^iff  with  smother  detachment  to  Tatuaba ;  who  carried  the 
place  by  ftorm,  laid  a  great  part  of  it  in  afhes,  and  then  returned 
to  the  armv,  which  foon  after  marched  to  Damafcus.    0mm 
.Jaafar  Zeheida^  Al  AmirC%  mother,  died  the  prefent  year.  Ii^ 

^  Ebm  Shohnah,  Georc.  CeDrbn.  ubi  fup»  p.  512,  513.  Zo- 
BAR. p.  173.  Videetiam  Joan.  Baptist.  Carus.  Saracenic^iu  rer. 
in  Sicil.  geftar.  cpit.  87.  Panormiy  1720.  Ism.  Abulfed.  ubifup. 

^  Abv  Jaapar  At  Tabar.  Al  Makxk,  ubi  fup.  p.  137, 
Abulfed.  in  chrop.  ad  an.  He).  215. 
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Ac  month  of  DhuUhajja J  the  Kbal^ put  himfclf  atthe  head  of 
the  troops  to  be  employed  in  the  Egyptian  expedition  P, 
Al  Ma-         On  Friday  the  fcventh  day  of  the  moDth  A!  Afbharram^  ia 
man  r/-    the  year  of  the  Hejra  217,  commencing  Fib,  7th,  832,  jO 
duces  the   Miimin  entered  Egypt ^  and  foon  after  attacked  the  city  ol 
€ityof      Taima^  probably  the  prefcnt  Tamiea^  with  all  his'forces.  Hav- 
Taima.     jj^g  obliged  it  to  furrender,  he  carried  away  with  him  all  the 
inhabitants  prifoners ;  and,  towards  the  dofe  of  the  mooA 
Safary  departed  out  of  Egypt,  taking  the  route  of  Domafatf^ 
where  he  arrived  in  due  time,  without  having  fuflsine<)  any 
^  confiderable  lofs.     Soon  after  his  arrival  here,  he  received  a 
letter  from  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  in  Syria,  witli 
an  account,  that  Mermn,  Aimamed  Al  Himar,  had  hid  a  trca- 
fure  under  fome  pillars  at  Hebron :  upon  whieh,  feveral  la- 
bourers were  fent,  by  the  Khalifas  order,  to  difcover  then ; 
who,  amongft  other  things,  dug  up  a  great  number  of 
filled  with  10,000  watflcoats,  the  extremities  ofwhofe 
were  greafed  in  a  moft  filthy  manner.    For,  Merwan  faanug 
been  extremely  fond  of  {beeps  kidneys^  and  a  moft  voradons 
glutton,  he  ufed  to  tear  that  pzxt  out  of  the  carcafes  of  die 
mal,  when  roafted  whole,  with  his  own  hand ;  by  whtch 
he  fo  fmeared  the  extremities  of  the  aforefaid  garment's  fleeres, 
that  he  could  never  afterwards  wear  it*    However,  he  always 
depofited  it  in  a  cheft,  with  others  in  the  fame  condition,  pre^ 
pared  for  that  purpofe,  and  put  on  a  dean  on^  in  the  room  of 
it;  at  leaft  this  was  the  account  of  the  matter  given  now  to 
the  Khattf  Al  MajnAn  by  the  celebrated  dodor  Al  Afmtn. 
Which  if  we  admit.  We  muft  of  courfe  conclude,  that  M. 
D'Herbehtj  or  rather  the  author  he  follows,  is  guilty  of  a  mi<^ 
take,  when  he  makes  this  A/mat  to  have  died  in  the  215th,  or 
a  1 6th,  year  of  the  Hejra.    TheKhalffy  if  we  will  believe 
Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari,  was  fo  pleafed  with  this  piece  of  in- 
telligence, that  he  made  a  prefent  of  all  thofe  garments  to  the 
perfon  he  was  obliged  to  for  it ;  who  fold  them,  zs  curtofides, 
for  a  fum  amounting  to  10,000  dindrs'9. 
Tivorehel'     ^^  Mamun  undertook  the  Egyptian  expedition ,  in  onler  to 
/ions  in      fuppreis  the  rebellion  of  the  Al  Bimaidee,  or  the  descendants  of 
flgypt,      FORTY  (as  the  name  hnports  in  Coptie)  Chriftians  of  good 
note^  Who  made  a  confiderable  figure  when  the  MoJUms  firft 
conquefed  Egypt.     Thefe  AlBimaida,  who  were  in  all  likdi* 
hood  feated  at  Taima,  refufed  to  pay  the  tribute  ufiially  ex- 

P  Abv  Jaapae  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  Tap.  p.  137. 
Abwlpbd.  in  chron.-  ad  ao.  Hej.  216.  Golii  not.  ad  Alfragaa. 
p.  aS^,  286,  287,  293 — 2q6.  9  Abw  Jaafah  At 

Tabar.  Al  Makik,  ubi  iup.  p.  137.  Grbc.  Abu^l-Farai,  obi 
fup.  p.  244,  245.  Pococke's  dcfcripiion  of  the  Eafl,  voLi.  p.  56. 
JLond.  1743.  EuTYCH,  abi  fup.  p.  428—43^1, 
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aded  by  the  MoJUms  of  thofe  who  profefs  the  Chr^ian  reli- 
gion: upon  which^  M  Mamun  and  his  brother  m  Mhtafem 
marched  againft  them  with  an  army  into  Egypt^  in  the  year  of 
thtHejra^jjy  intirely  defeated  them,putniany  of  them  to  the 
fWord,  difperfed  the  reft,  and  carried  away  their  women  and 
chddren  prifoners  to  Baghdad.  Al Mamun  himfelf,  being  highly 
pleaied  with  the  fiKxefs  that  attended  his  army  in  this  exped^- 
tion,  made  a  triumphant  en^y  into  Mefr  and  AlFoflat  on  th< 
fourteenth  day  of  the  month  Safari  and  departed  out  of  Egypt 
in  the  former  Rabi^  the  fame  year,  according  to  Ebn  Batrtk^  '    , 

or  Eutyebius ;  tho'  thefe  particulars  are  pafled  over  in  filence 
by  other  writers.  The  iCJ^/;/ like  wife,  during  his  rcfidence 
in  Egypu  the  prefent  year,  ereded  a  tower,  or  caftle,  on 
mount  Al  Mofattam^  which  he  called  Kobbat  Al  Hawa^  thi 
tmir  of  dejiri\  and  permitted  two  of  th^  gentlemen  of  hia 
bed-chamber,  who  were  Chrijiians^  to  build  a  church,  deno- 
minated fifft  from  theni  the  church  of  the  two  gentlemen  of  the 
ied'chambery  and  afterwards  the  church  of  the  Romans^  upon 
a  foot  of  ground  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  it.  He  alfo  ereded 
a  Mieasy  Miiidsy  or  meafuring  pillar,  in  order  to  determine 
theg^dual  increafe  of  the  NiUy  at  Shuraty  a  place  belonging 
to  die  village  of  Banban^ahy  in  the  country  of  AlSa^tiy  ne^ 
baisy  or  the  upper  Egypt ;  and  repaired  \nother  of  thofe  pillar$ 
2tAkhm^my  in  the  fame  region,  which  was  gone  greatly  to  de- 
cav.  Some  years  before  the  late  rebellion  of  the  Al  Bimaida^ 
Al  Sariy  or  AJfariy  Ebn  Al  Hakeniy  and  his  fon  Mohammed  Ebn 
Al  Sariy  or  AJfariy  Ebn  Al  Hakmiy  had  withdrawn  their  allegi- 
ance from  the  £617/^  and  ufurped  the  government  of  Egypt ; 
but  all  the  commotions  there  were  appeafed  by  AbiaUah  Ebn 
Tbabery  or  Obeiefallah  Ebn  Thahety  as  he  is  named  by  Buty^ 
tbiusy  (eat  into  Egj^t  by  ALMamAn  for  that  purpofe,  who  | 
feized  upon  all  the  treafures  amailed  by  thofe  ufurpers,  and ' 
ordered  them  to  be  conduced  to  Baghdad.  This  Abiallah  - 
likewife  obtained  a  permiffion  from  the  Khaltf  to  annex  the 
palace  of  Dar  Al  Randy  or  DarH  Rand^  to  the  great  mofque  at  ,  , 
Mifr.  With  regard  to  mount  AlMokattamy  we  muft  beg  leave 
toobferve,  that  it  confifts  of  a  ridge  of  mountains  extending 
to  the  eaftern  part  of  Al  Sa'tdy  or  Thehais  \  for  a  farther  ac- 
count of  which,  as  well  as  of  mount  Al  Teilamony  appertain- 
ing to  the  weftern  part  of  that  tra£l,  our  curious  readers  may 
have  recourfe  to  Tdk§^t  Ebn  Abd*allah  Al  Hamathiy  Ifmael 
Abulfeddy  and  the  reft  of  the  oriental  geographers  ^ 

'  EuTYCH.  ubi  fap.  p.  420,  421,428— -43a.  Asu  Jaafar 
AlTabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  Golii  not.  adAlFragan.  p. 
100,  ioi»&c.  Yakut  £bn  Abd'allaH  Al  Hamathi,  Abul- 
fBD.  &c.    See  alfo  Shaw's  phyfic.  asd  mifcellan.  obfcrvations  in 

C  c  2  The 


404  The  Hiftory  of  the  Ara&C  I,f: 

Th£  Kha-      Th£  fame  year,  the  Khali fmzit  another  irruptipn  into  Che 
m makes   imperial  territories,  ihv'efted  LuluOy  and  piiflied  the  fiege  of 
an  srrup-  that  fortrefs  with  the  utmoil  vigour  for  an  hundred  days  toge- 
tioninto     jher ;  but  being  obliged  to  return  home,  he  left  ^jif^  or  0^7- 
theimpt'    '^ij^^^  jjis  general,  with  the  ^eateftpart  of  the  troops  employed 
rial  urn-  ^^  ^jjjj  expedition,  to  continue  the  fiege.     I'bat  commander 
*^'^'       was  <b  little  upon  his  guard,  that  he  was  furprized  by  a  party 
of  the  garifon,  who  fallied  out  of  the  town,  took  htm  prifoner, 
and,  afcer  a  detention  of  eight  days,  fent  him  back  to  die 
'Mojlem  camp.     In  the  mean  time,  TbeophiluSj  the  Greek  cm-* 
(>eror,  advanced  with  a  powerful  ''army  to  force  the  Arab  ge^ 
iieral  to  raife  the  liege;  of  whofe  motrons  the  Khali f  being 
apprized,  he  haftened  with  a  numerous  body  of  troops  to  the 
relief  of  his  forces  before  Lulua,     But  The&philns  receiving 
advice,  that  the  whole  Arab  army,  commanded  by  the  Kha^f 
himfelf,  was  marching  to  attack  htm,  he  immediateij  drew 
'     o(F;  not  thinking  it  proper  at  that  time  to  hazard  a  battle 
with  fo  potent  an  enemy.    This  fo  intimidated  the  beikged, 
that  they  opened  their  gates  to  Ajlf^  without  giving  him  any 
farther  trouble,  and  were  taken  under  the  Khalifat  protcdioo^ 
\Ve  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  the  Afmam  MsJimM 
landed  a  body  of  troops  in  Sicily  the  preceding  year,  and  madcf 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  city  of  Mejfma  diere.     They  pm 
Theodotusy  the  commandant,  who  probably  made  a  vigorous 
defence,  to  the  fword ;  and  plundered  Lipari^  called  iipars 
by  the  antients,  the  chief  of  the  Molian  or  Vukaman  ifiandt^ 
on  the  coaft  of  Sicily^  about  the  fame  time.  Thefe  advantages 
fo  animated  them,  that  they  advanced  to  Panormus^  or  P«^ 
lermoy  laid  fiege  to  that  city,  and,  without  any  great  dificultj^ 
pofTefied  themfelves  of  it,  the  prefent  year.    K  appears  from 
Abulfeddy  that  the  Greek  emperor  made  fome  overtures  for  an 
accommodation  to  the  Khalifa  after  the  redudion  of  L^Ua  i 
and  that  the  terms  of  peace  offered  at  this  time  by  the  Cbri^ 
Jtian  monarch  were  rejeded  by  that  prince  «.. 
Al  Ma-         Tri£  objed  of  Al  MamutC%  laft  expedition  into  Egypt ^  ac^ 
ndn  dies,  Wording  to  fome  of  the  eaftern  hiftorians^  was  the  redu^on  of 
the  rebel  Aydus^  who  had  revolted  againft  the  KbaUfy  and  be- 
gan to  grow  formidable  there ;  which  having  efKs£ted,  he  pe» 
netrafed  into  the  territories  of  the  Gr«ri  emperor,  advanced  t» 
Tarfus  in  CiUciOy  and  took  fourteen  or  fifteen  towns  from  tbe 
Chrijliam  in  that  trzSt*    Raving  finiihed  this  expedition^  he 
moved  at  the  head  of  his  forces  towards  Baghdad ;  and,  in  bis 
march,  incamped  upon  the  banks  of  the  BadandAny  or  nxbitT^ 

'         • 

•  Greg.  AbuVFaraj,  ubifap.  p.  144.  Aau  JjiAPAitALTj^ 
BAR.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fop.  Cod.  Arab.  Cantabrigienf.  et  Joai«« 
Baptist.  Carus.  ubi  fup.  p.  5.  et  in  Saracen,  rer.  tpit.  p.  98. 
IsM.  AfiVLFSD.  in  hill.  gi:n.  fivecbronic.  ad  an.  He}.  %ijn    , 
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as  fome  of  the  oriental  writers  will  have  it^  near  the  iburce 
of  that  river.     Here  he  and  his  brother  Mu  IJhak  Al  Mita- 
/em  one  day  went  into  the  water ;  after  which,  admiring  the 
clearnefs  and  freibnefs  of  the  ftream,  he  could  not  forbear 
faying  to  his  courtiers,  *^  Nothing  woidd  give  a  better -relifli 
^*  to  the  water  of  this  river  than  fome  of  the  ifc&k  dates  of 
**  Jzad*^  Which  words  were  fcarce  out  of-his  naouth,  when 
k  w^  t6ld  him,  that  fone  mules  were  arrived  with  a  confi- 
denable  qasm^ty  of  tbofe  dates  in  the  camp.    This  tallying 
with  the  Khakfs  prefent  appetite,  he  ate  fo  immoderately  of 
Chem,  and  afterwards  drank  fuch  vaft  draughts  of  the  water  of 
the  Badandun^  that  a  violent  fever  immediately  enfued,  whicli 
pat  a  period  to  his  days  on  the  nineteenth,  or,  according  to  7 

Abulfeda^  the  eighteenth,  of  the  month  Rajeh^  in  the  year  of 
the  iiejra  218^    We  are  told  by  MuUFifraj^  that,  a  little  be- 
fore hi$  death,  he  deprived  his  brother  M  Kafim  M  Mutamen 
of  the  right  tothe  fucceffiorn  that  bad  been  conferred  upon  him 
hy  bis  ftther  HarUn  AlRaflAdy  and  declared  his  other  broths 
Abu  IfinJt  Al  Mitafem  his  only  lawful  heir ;  tho'  this  ev^nt  is 
£ud  to  have  iiappened  before  /SI  Mamut!%  laft  expedition  intQ 
Clkcia  by  other  hiftorians.    As  foon  as  this  afiair  was  fettled^ 
he  apprized  the  provinces  of  it  by  a  letter,  figned  by  himfelf^ 
and  his  fucceiTor  Ahu  JJhat  Al  Motafem  Eim  Hm^n  Al  Rajhid^ 
which  he  difpatched  to  the  governors  of  them  at  their  re- 
jpe<Sive  reiidences,  with  all  pofliible  expedition*    When  h^ 
was  at  the  point  of  death,    his  phyfician  Ebn  Mujcvwaih 
approached  him,   and  another  perfon,  who  d^red  him  to 
make  a  confeflioii  of  hifi  faith«  or  to  communicate  his  re«» 
ligious  ientiments  to  the  people  about  him.    But  his  fpeech 
£ailfiig.hini,  he  could  only  fay^  ^^  O  thou  who  never  dicA, 
<^  have  mercy  upon  me  now  dying  !'*    After  which,  he  al- 
snoft  immediately  expired,  and  was  carried  to  TarfuSy  where 
his  ion  Al  Abbas  and  his  irother  Al Mitafim  buried  him  io  the 
houft  o^ Khakan^  one  of  Harun  AlRaJhUPs  favourite  eunuchs. 
iSome  writers  relate,  that  the  aftrologers  foretold  his  death 
ihoidd  happen  at  a  place  called  Rakka^  or  Arr^ikka  \  and  that 
as  ibon  as  he  was  informed  by  the  people  about  him,  that  the 
Coivn,  or  village,   upon  the  Badand&n^  where  he  lay  fick, 
virent  by  that  name,  he  expeded  there,  in  conformity  to  their 
predidion,  to  meet  with  his  approaching  fate.     The  fame 
^ear  in  which  he  died,  he  ordered  IJbot  Ebn  Ibrahim^  the  go* 
irernor  of  Ba^hdad^  to  oblige  the  judges  and  maftersF  of  tradi* 
^on»  to  aflert  the  creation  of  the  Koran  \  and  to  puniih,  with 
the   utnioft  rigour  and  feverity^  all  who  ihould  prefume  tQ 
maintain  t^e  contrary  opinion.     Amongft  other  delinquents^ 
wha  Incurred  the  Khalifa  difpleafure  on  this  occafion,  a  ce- 
|^bx:^ted  Ar^h  hifiorian  has  mentioned  AbmA  Ebn  Hanbal^  ^ 
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famous  S$nniti  do(Sor,  and  Mohamnud  Ehn  Nuby  furnamed  i 
Jl  Mafrub^  who  were  loaded  with  irons,  and  fent  to  the  Kha- 
lifa camp ;  but  M  MamiLn  was  furprized  by  death,  upon  the  ' 
banks  of  the  Badandun^  before  his  arrival.  His  fucceffor  ^ 
Mitofem^  however,  commanded  Ahrmd  Jibn  Hanbal  to  be 
whipt  in  a  cruel  manner.  We  muft  here  obferve,  that  the  J 
Khaltfs  fon  Al  />'bhaSj  by  his  father's  order,  repaired  the  dtf 
of  Tawabay  a  little  before  the  iait  irruption  into  CUifiay  and 
inlarged  it  with  to  many  additional  buildings,  that  it  was  a 
mile  (quare,  had  ^ree  ilreets  and  four  gates,  and  was  confi* 
dered  afterwards  for  fome  time  as  one  of  the  principal  ckics 
in  thofe  parts  '. 
J>$fcrip'  A|«  Mamun  was  forty-eight,  or,  as  others  will  hare  it^ 
tion  of  his  above  for^y-nine,  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe.  Ht 
firffm  and  reigned  twenty  years,  five  months^  and  thirteen  days  ;  or  above 
thara&ir.  twenty -two  years,  if  we  fuppofe  his  reign  to  have  commenced 
at  the  beginning"*  of  the  fiege  of  Boghd^.  With  regard  to 
his  perfon,  he  was  of  a  middle  ftature,  of  a  fair  complexion, 
though  tinged  with  yellow,  and  had  a  long  beard  of  a  greyiih 
polour.  Some,  however,  have  reprefented  him  as  a  periba 
of  a  coinely  countenance,  with  a  beard  perfectly  grey,  aed 
of  a  ruddy  or  fanguine,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  of  a 
fwarthy,  complexion.  As  for  his  difpoTition,  the  eaflcm 
writers  have  painted  him  as  endued  with  all  royal  virtues;  as 
full  of  fweetnejfs,  liberal,  of  great  clemency,  a  confummate 
general,  and  thoroughly  verfed  in  all  the  arts  of  govern- 
ment.  He  is  alfo  faid  to  have  applied  himfelf  particttlaiiy 
to  the  fpeculative  fciences,  and  to  have  made  a  very  confidcr* 
able  prc^refs  in  them ;  which  induced  him,  at  a  vaft  expenoe, 
to  encourage  learned  men  to  refort  from  all  parts  of  the  woiU 
to  Baghdadf'  He  likewife  fpent  immenfe  fums  in  purchafii^ 
curious  books,  written  in  Hebrew^  Syriacy  and  Greeks  in  older 
to  have  them  tranflated  into  Ar^bic^  One  of  theafofefiud  an-* 
fhors  finiibes  the  portrait  of  this  prince  with  faying,  that  he 
was,  without  contradidion,  the  greatefl  and  moft  renowned 
prince  of  the  houfe  oi  Ai  AbbiSy  a  race  more  fruitful  in  heroes 
than  any  that  ever  fwayed  the  fceptre  amongft  the  Jbfofiim* 
Through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign,  he  favoured  indif* 
ferently  all  learned  men  of  whatfoever  religion  they  weie ; 
who,  on  their  part,  in  return,  contributed  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power  to  raife  the  glory  of  this  monarch  to  the  hig^ieft 
pitch.     This  they  did  by  the  prefents  which  they  made  hia 

^  MjRKHOKD,  Aut.  LoBB  Ap  Taxvarikm.  Golii  not  id 
Alfragan.  p.  253.  Georg.  Jac.  Kehr,  ubi  fup.  p.  17.  Krohde- 
MiR,  Ebn  Shohkah,  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabaiu  Al  Makih, 
ubi  fup.  p  138.  Greg.  Abu^l-Faraj,  abi  fup.  p.  24^,246, 
Ism.  Abui;«fed.  inchrofi.adan.  Hej.  2/8.  EvTYCif.  ubi  ftpw  p. 
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of  their  works,  colIe<Sled  from  all  the  moft  rare  and  curious 
productions  of  the  learned  men  of  the  eaft,  whether  Indians^ 
JciJM^  AUgianSy  or  oriental  ChrtJ}ians  of  every  fcft.  He  feems 
to  have  been  moft  famed  for  his  fltill  in  aftronoray,  and  the 
accurate  obfervations  which  he  made.  He  tifed  to  fay,  *'  If 
**  men  knew  what  an  excefs  of  clemency  there  is  in  me,  f 
^  fhould  be  perpetually  vifited  by  the  moft  notorious  offend- 
•*  rs."  ^^a^J^:?  relates,  that  this 'A'Z^tf/i/ heaped  his  favours 
«pon  the  defcendants  of  Mi^  and  reftoced  to  them  the  territory 
of  Fadaky  or  Fidak^  that  formerly  belonged  to  their  common 
mother  FAuma^  of  which,  by  the  tyranny  of  his  predcceflbrs, 
Xhey  had  been  fo  long  and  fo  unjuftly  deprived  «• 

Before  we  conclude  our  account  oit\{\s Khalifa  we  mufl  beg  Some  a€^ 
leave  to  obferve,  that  the  mafter  appointed  him  by  his  father  ^^«»'  ^f 
Harm  MRaJUd  was  the  famous  AbuH  HafanAUEhnHamzah  Kaffai,  AJ 
BahamanEbnAbiTallahEbyiFir&Zy  ^Perftanh^  nation,  but  ex-  MamiuiV 
tremely  well  verfed  in  all  kinds  of  y/r^i literature.  This  doflor  ^^^^^ 
was  a  (lave  of  the  AfaditcSy  and  furnamed  KaJJai^  or  Kojpi^  from 
the  decifions  he  had  made  againft  luxury,  and  in  favour  of  fum- 
{>tuary  laws.  He  was  fo  excellent  a  grammarian,  that  he  b^f- 
iled  in  a  difpute  Sibuieb^  xki^Ptrftan^  who  was  before  efteemed 
the  beft  grammarian  of  his  age.  The  Khalif  Har^dn  one  day 
meeting  KoJJ'ay  aiked  him  in  a  very  civil  manner  how  he  did} 
To  which  he  anfwered,  with  a  good  deal  of  wit  and  ekgance^ 
*<  If  I  had  never  received  any  other  fruit  from  my  ftudies  than 
<^  the  favour  yo\x  do  me  to  think  of  me,  that  would  be  fuffi- 
**  cicnt  to  make  roe  happy.**  Another  day,  Kojfd  coming 
to  the  door  of  Al  MamM%  apartment,  in  order  to  inftrudt 
him,  as  ufual^  that  prince,  who  was  then  at  table  with  his 
/riend$,  feiu  him  a  di^ich  upon  the  leaf  of  a  myrrh-tree, 
importing,  ^^  that  there  was  a  time  for  ftudy^  and  a  time  fur 
'^  diverfion,  and  that  he  was  then  entertaiomg  his  friends.^ 
Which  Koja  anfwered  by  a  tetraftich  on  the  back  of  the  fame 
leaf,  couched  in  the  following  terms :  '^  If  you  could  once 
*'  perceive  the  excellency  of  knowledge,  you  would  un- 
'^  doubtedly  prefer  the  pleafure  arising  from  thence  to  that 
^^  which  you  at  prefent  tafte ;  and  if  you  knew  who  was  nov7 
**  at  your  door,  you  would  immediately  get  up,  come  to  him, 
^'  and  proftrate  yourfelf  on  the  ground,  to  thank  and  praifs 
**  Gop  for  the  favour  he  vouchfates  you."  The  young  prince 
bad  no  fooner  read  this  thap  he  left  his  companions,  and 
yvaited  upon  his  mafter  with  the  utmoft  deference  and  refped. 
This  dodor  was  the  author  of  a  book,  intitled,  Nafai$  AlaraU 

«  Grec.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  ^p.  A^u  Jaafar  Al  Tabar, 
^L  Maicin,  ubi  fup.  p.  1-38,  139.  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup  Georq. 
Iac.  Kehr,  ubi  fup.  p.  17.  Khokdemir.  Ism.  Abulfed.  in 
c}kfon.  94  ^«  II^j-  21 9.  Vide  etiam  D'Herb.  BibU  oriem.  p.  546. 
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via-KeJfas  Al  Jnhia^  The  htftory  of  the  patriarcbi  and  prophets 

from  the  creation  of  the  world  \  a  tranflation  of  which  into  i^^fo 

is  to  be  met  with  in  the  French  king^s  library.     Kejpi  died  ia 

Khorafan^  or,  according  to  Abulfedp^  at  i2tf;r,wiiither  he  attended 

the  Khalif  Har{in  AiKa/htd^  in  the  year  of  the  Hejr^  189  */ 

AlMa-         Al  MAMUN9  notwithftanding  his  amiable  qualities  and 

snun         rare  intellediual  endowments,  had  the  weakiiels  to  f^H  into  the 

blamed  hy  erfors  of  the  Afotazaliusj  and  was  blamed  by  the  more  fe- 

the  Son-    yere  dodors  of  the  law  for  not  being  fuffictently  orthodox  in 

tiitc$/or    (iig  feligion  of  the  Mohammedans.     The  fame  do&ors  by  no 

/allin^in'  means  approved  of  his  introdudion,  or  rather  improvement, 

/•  '*' f*'*  of  philofophy  and  the  other  fpeculative  fciences  amongft  the 

X^^f^^^  Mojlems.    For,  the  Arah%  had  not  yet  acxruftomed  themfelves 

< -^      '   f o  read  many  books  befides  thofe  relating  to  their  religjuMi. 

"■         They  did  not  begin  even  in  earncft  to  cultivate  aftronomy 

bef pre  the  reign  ot  this  Khalifa  who  was  himfelf  %  great  pofih 

cient  therein  *. 

S^mefarr      Al  Mamun's  firft  prime  mrnifter,  or  Vifir^  was  FaM^  Ekm 

tberpar'   Sahal^  furnamed  DhPI  Riyafatainy  as  has  been  already  ob- 

tUulars     ferved  ;  after  whofe  tragical  exit,  his  brother  Hafan  Eht  Sen 

relating  1 3  hqly  Omar  Ehn  Sa*td,  Ahmed  Eh  Ahu  KhAledy  and  Ahmed  Ehm 

,tbts  Kha-  Tufef  fucceffively  filled  thatfublime  and  important  poft.  Some, 

^^V  however,,  maintain,  that  he  was  his  own  prime  minifter,  aAcr 

Fadl  Ebn  SahaPs  dtzth^  which,  in  our  opinion,  very  wcB 

"  Records  with  what  has  been  related  of  this  Xhaitfhj  the  eafi* 

ern  hiftorians.     The  firft  captain  of  his  guards  was  ZAdr 

Ebn  Mofaiyeb  AlDobbi^  who  was  fucceeded  by  Thaber  EbmM 

-  Hofein^  of  whofe  e^tploits  we  have  already  given  our  readcB 

a  full  and  ample  account.     IJhak  Ebn  Ibrahim  had  alfo  for 

ibme  time  af&cned  him  the  command  of  thatxorpa.     His 

chamberlain,  whilft  in  Khorafanj  was  Al  Hofein  Ebn  Abu  Sefid^ 

9M3d  afcerwards  Ali  Ebn  Abu  Sdleh^  Ab^alhandd  Ebn  Sbttbib^ 

Mohammed  Ebn  Saleh^  Ifmael  Ebn  Mummed  Ebn  SeUeb^  and 

others 'who  have  not  been  named  by  the  oriental  writers.  His 

judges  ^ere  Mohammed  Ebn  Omar  Al  Waftdi^  Mohammed  Ebn 

Omqr  Ebn  Aid'alrahmAn  Al  A/aMmiy  Bajhar  Ebn  At  JVmttd^ 

and  Yahya  Ebn  Atlem ;  the  laft  of  whom,  by  fome  point  of 

.  ill  condiid,  iiicqrred  the  Khaltfs  difpleafure.     The  firft  day 

cf  Al  Afant&n's  reign  is  fajd  to  have  been  Monday^  and  thelatt 

Wednefday.     The  fymbol,  or  infirription,  of  his  feal  was, 

Ajk  of  Goii,  and  hi  will  give  you.     Some  of  the  Cbrlfiima 

.  Writers  infqrm  us,  that  Mark^  the  yacobite  patriarch,  died  at 

Alexandria  in  the  KhaHfat  of  AlMamAny  and  was  fucceeded 

^  Al  Zamakhshar.  in  Rait  4lAbrar^  Ebn  Shohnah,  Gboe. 
Jac.Kkhr,  obifup.  Ism.  Abulfed.  in  chron.  ad  an.  Hej.  185. 
Vic?c ctiam  DUIhrbel  Biblioth.  orient,  art.  Keffai^  p.  961. 

*  £bn  Shohkah,  Abu  Jaapar  Al  TABi^a.    Greg.  Abu* 
•Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  zJifoyZJ^*^, 
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in  the  patriarchal  fee  there  by  one  James^  who  prefideJ  over 
thoTe  of  the  Jacobtte  perfuafign  ten  years  and  eight  months. 
In  this  patriarch's  time,  the  cnonafteries,  that  had  been  taken 
frotti  the  Chfijiians^  were  reflorcd,  and  re- occupied  by  the 
monks,  who  had  been  foritierly  driven  from  thence.    He  was 
a  peribri  of  uncommon  fandiQr,  and,  if  we  will  believe  foilic 
4if  the  aforcfaid  authors,  reftored  to  life  iigain  the  fon  of  ont 
ASakara^  a  perfon  of  great  diftipdion,  belonging  to  Nabrub  ; 
<who  was  fo  afitSed  with  this  illufirious  miracle,  that  he  dif«- 
tributed  the  third  part  of  his  fubftance  amongft  the  poor,  and 
built  at  his  own  expence  a  church  in  JerufaUm  foiely  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Egyptians  reibrting  to  that  place.    In  this  Kbalift 
time,  Dkr^JiuSy  die  patriarch  of  Jnthcby  took  a  journey  into 
Egypt  J  in  order  to  have  a  conference  with  Abfalkby  or  ObeitTal- 
lab^  EbnThabirEbnJlSofeinxyk^itty  and  abode  for  fome  time  in 
^f Jacobite  patriarch's  houfe.  In  AlMamM%  KhaUfat^  a  grie- 
vous famine  likewife  raged  at  JeruJaUtit,  which  feenis  to  nave 
beert  occaiioned  by  vaft  fwarms  of  locufts,  that  devoured  all 
the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  even  every  thing  green,  in  the 
neighbouring  tra£t.    The  extreme  fcarcity  of  provifions,  or 
rather  the  total  want  of  them,  at  this  jundure,  drove  almoft  all 
iiatMoJkms  from  the  holy  city ;  which  gave  Thomas^  the  patrir 
arch,  an  opportunity  of  repairing  the  roof  of  the  church  of 
the  Rifurrt£H$n  there.    For  this  purpofe,  he  purchafed  the 
trunks  of  fifty  tall  cedars^and  firs,  which  were  imported  from 
the  ifland  of  Cyprus,    The  expence  of  this  reparation,  which 
'  was  very  coniiderable,  was  wholly  defrayed  hy  one  Becatttj 
a  rich  native  of  jB«toi&,  or  Burah^  in  Egypt ^    The  patriarch 
made  ufe  of  forty  beams,  or  rafters,  on  this  occafion ;  that 
number  having  been  fuggefted  to  him  by  forty  martyrs,  who 
ap|>eared  to  him  in  a  dream,  and  feemed  to  uipport  the  roof 
that  was  upon  the  point  of  falling  down.     After  the  return  pf 
jIbifaUab  Ebn  Tbaber  to  yerufaUm^  in  hft  way  to  Baghdad^ 
the  Cbfijiians  were  acculed  of  having  inlarged,  and  made 
an  addiiion  to,  the'  aforefaid  roof;  upon  which,  AbtaUab 
•  fent  for  the  patriarch,  ordered  him  and  many  odiers  to 
-  prifon,  and  threatened  to  have  them  all  publickly  whipped^ 
if,  upon  inquiry,  he  found  the  Mnflems  capable  of  iupport* 
ing  their  accufadon.    However,  by  the  intervention  of  an 
amient  Mohammedan^  on  whom  he  beftowed  a  fum  of  a 
thoufand  dinarh  ^^d  engaged  to  fupply  him  and  his  pofle- 
rity,  as  long  as  any  of  them  fliould  remain,  with  the  fame 
monthly  allowance  of  proViiions  that  the  priefts  and  <Iea- 
cbiis  themfelves  were  furnifhed  with,  out  of  the  revenuef 
of  the  fatd  church,  for  his  affiftance  in  this  aiFair,  Tiomat 
pacified  ^bd^attub  Ebn  Tbaber^  efcaped  the  ignominious  pu- 
liUSunent  with  which  he  h^dbeen  threatened,  and  obtained 


419  Tie  Hiftory  of  the  Arabs.  E  L 

the  abfohite  approbation  of  all  the  principal  Mejki^s  then  re* 
ifiding  in  Jirufalem  of  what  had  been  done.  After  Tbema^t 
death,  which  happened  in  the  feventh  year  of  the  Khalifat  di 
'  Jl  Atamuttj  one  Bafilahy  who  had  received  his  education  from 
his  predeqeflbr,  fucceeded  him  in  the  patriarchate  of  ^^ii^ 
lem^  and  continued  in  that  fee  twenty-Ave  years.  One  Jyik 
or  Joby  fecms  to  have  been  conftituted  patriarch  of  AnU$tH^ 
in  the  firft  year  of  Ai  Mamtin^  according  to  EtOychius  ;  tat 
this  does  not  tally  with  what  has  been  obTerved  of  Dhnyfiu^ 
the  patriarch  likewife  of  this  fee,  as  that  author  makes  Jyib  tf> 
itave  prefided  over  the  church  there  no  lefs  than  thirty-on^ 
fears.  As  Al  Mamun  was  convinced^  that  the  improvement 
of  the  mind  ought  to  be  the  principal  objed  of  a  wife  man's 
attention,  and  was  much  preferable  to  the  purfuit  of  tbofe 
fdeafures  in  which  the  vulgar,  as  well  as  others  placed  in  more 
exalted  ftations,  do  for  the  mod  part  take  their  chief  delight, 
he  did  not  only  treat  with  the  greateft  marks  of  did  inclion  thofe 
learned  men  whom  he  invited  to  Baghdad^  but  likewife  fpcnt 
as  much  time  in  their  company  as  the  affair.s  of  ilate  wouM 
f>eraiit,  encouraged  his  fubjedts  by  his  example  to  read  the 
lK>oks  they  both  tranflated  and  wrote,  and  even  conftantly  at- 
tended their  difputations.  The  principal  afironomers  thatflou- 
nflied  in  his  days  were  Habajh  Al  Mtrwazi^  an  inhabitant  of 
Baghdad^  who  wrote  three  books  of  aftronomical  ubles,  or 
calculations,  intitlcA^JISend  H^nd^  AlMonttaben^  zniAiSbdhi 
Ah'Md  Ebn  JLothair  Al  Furgdni^  or,  as  others  call  him,  M^ 
fiamnud  Ebn  Ketir  Al  Forgani^  known  likewife  amoogft  the 
Europeans  by  the  Msne  oi  AlfraganuSy  whofe  book,  iotitled* 
Elements  of  ajlromiwf^  with  GqHus^  veriion  and  notes  upon  k, 
is  held  in  confideraUe  repute  amongft  the  learned  ;  AbifiUsk 
Ebn  &ahd  Ebn  Ndbakbt^  a  perfon  famous  for  his  ikill  in  aftro- 
nomy,  and  much  efteemed  by  the  Kha^f\  Mohanmud  Ehu 
M4tfa  Al  Khtfwarazmiy  whofe  aftronomical  tables,  intitled, 
Al  Send  Hend^  were  reckoned  fufficieotiy  exa£t ;  MafiaU^^ 
"  the  JeWy  for  his  uncommon  (kill  in  abftrqfe  literature,  looked 
upon  as  the  pbcenix  of  his  age,  who  flouriChed  in  the  KbelifA 
of  Al  ManJuTy  and  died  after  Al  MamAr^s  acceffion  to  the 
throne ;  and  Yahya  Ebn  AbuU  Manf&r^  of  whofe  £kill  in 
aftrological  matters  we  have  an  inftance  handed  down  to  us  by 
AbuU'Faraj.  The  moft  celebrated  phyficians  in  Al  Mamin*% 
days,  fome  of  whom  he  employed  in  tranflatinginto  u/r^^a 
confiderable  number  of  thofe  phyfical  treatifes  purchaicd  of 
the  fubjedis  of. the  Greek  ^mperor  by  the  Kbalify  were  TahjM 
Ebn  Batriky  Al  Mamun'9  frtcA-mzn^  who  had  a  happy  talent 
at  tranflations,  with  regard  to  his  hitting  upon  the  true  fenfe 
and  meaning  of  his  author,  tho'  he  did  not  write  elegant  Ara^ 
^         ^iV,  and  was  better  verfed  in  philoibphy  than  phyfic  s  Sabel 
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Ebn  SihAr^  furnamed  Al  Kawfaj^  who  liv<;d  at  Ahwaz^  and 
confequently  wrote  in  the  dialed  of  Kb^Zy  or  Khizeftdn ;  Tahya 
Ebn  Mafua^  who  likewife  made  a  very  conftderable  figure  in 
his  profeffion  j  JturgU^  orGeorge^Ebn  Bakhtijbua y of  yr\\om  we 
have  fpoken  before ;  Jfa  Ebn  Al  Hakfmy  who  alfo  enjoyed  a 
very  advantageous  charader;  and  Zak<irid  Al  Ttfuriy  who 
praftifed  with  good  fuccefs.  BeHdes  thefe,  Al  MamAn  had 
another  phyfician,  called  Gabriel  by  one  of  the  Arab  writers^ 
who  attended  him  eyery  morning  before  any  of  the  othen^ 
and  had  for  fome  time  affigned  him  a  monthly  penfion  of 
1000  4irhems;  )>ut9  falling  afterwards  into  difgrace,  he  was 
forbidden  to  appear  in  the  Khalifs  prefence»  and  his  penfion 
was  reduced  to  150  dirhems.  We  mufl  here  beg  Jeave  to 
remark,  dsat  the  Arabs  difcovered  a  paffion  for  the  ftudy  ef 
phyfic  in  the  earlier  times  of  IJlamifm ;  that  art  being  of  fuch 
vaft  ^lity  to  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men,  even  when  they 
applied  themfelves  almofl  folely  to  the  ftudy  of  their  own  lan- 
^age,  and  of  the  Mohammedan  civil  law,  founded  upon  tho 
precepts  and  determinations  of  the  Kdrdn,  For,  this  was  un<^ 
doubtedly  the  flate  of  learning  amongfl  the  Arabs^  whilfl  the 
Kkfllifi  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  fat  upon  the  Mojlem  throne^ 
But,  after  the  elevation  of  the  family  cfAl Abbas  to  theKbali/aty 
the  cultivation  of  the  fciences  began  foon  to  be  in  vogue.  Abu 
yaafar  Al  ManfiTy  the  fecond  luMiHfof  th^trace  did  not  only 
attain  to  a  good  degree  of  knowledge  in  the  Afobammedfin 
pivil  law,  but  likewife  made  fome  progrefs  in  the  iludy  of 
philoibphy  and  aftronomy ;  which  arrived  at  a  R)uch  higher, 
d^ree  of  perfedion  in  the  reign  of  his  great  grandfbn  Abi- 
iFallab  AlMdmin.  For,  that  prince  not  only  hired  learned 
men^  whom  he  had  aflembled  from  all  parts  of  his  vail  domi« 
pions  for  that  purpofe,  to  tranflate  the  bodes  he  had  purchafed 
of  the  Cbrifiiam  at  an  immenfe  esrpence,  but  likewife  pro- 
moted by  all  poffible  motives  the  ftudy  of  thofe  branches  of 
literature  they  were  written  upon,  ana  even  purfued  with  an 
alxnof^  unparalleled  ardour  that  fludv  himielf.  But,  for  a  more 
explicit  and  particular  account  of  this  Khaltf*s  thirfl  after 
knowledge,  as  well  as  of  his  wonderful  propeniion  to  favour 
^d  animate  learned  men,  we  tn\A  beg  leave  to  refer  oi^  cu^ 
rious  and  intelligent  readers  tp  the  authors  cited  here  "f. 

V  Abu  Jaapar  Al  Tabak.  Al  Makin,  abi  fop.  p.  139, 140* 
EvTYCH.   ubifup.  p.42o — 437.    Al  Kadi  Saed  Ebn  Ahmbd> 
Al  Aiidalo«.  apud  Greg.  Abu*l-Faraj,  ubi  (iip.  at  «t  ipfe  Gebc* 
ABuVFARAj,ibid.  Ism.  Abulfbo.  abi  fop.  Golii  not.  ad  Al« 
iragaii.  p.  I,  et  aiib.  Kiioiip£|iiR|  Ebi^' Shohkah.    Videetiam   - 
p*|^f  RBf  L.  ubi  iap. 

spcT- 
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ttfemit 


AL  MoTASEM,  or  jfhu  IJhai  Mohammed  Ebn  Har&n  Al 
Rajhtd^  furnamed  likewife  Biilah  by  fome  of  the  oriental 
^^'^^'"'^^^.hiftorians,  was  falutcd  Kbaltf  the  fame  day  his  brother  A 
Khalif.      Mamun  died,  that  is,  the  i8th  or  19th  of  the  month  Rajih^  ia 
the  year  of  the  Hejra  218.     His  mother  Miredahy  or  Mi- 
radahy  was  one  of  the  concubines  of  the  Khdltf  Harun  Al 
Rajhtd.    Some  of  the  Mofitm  commanders  at  Tarfus  were  in- 
clined to  favour  the  intereft  of  M  jlblds^  Ton  to  the  dcceafed 
Khdltf \  but  that  young  prince  having  himfelf  taken  theoatfa 
of  allegiance  to  Al  Mitafem^  all  the  officers  of  the  army^  as 
well  as  thofe  belonging  to  the  cuurt,  foon  followed  his  ex- 
ample.    M  Mitafem  afcended  the  throne  by  virtue  of  ^/  Ma- 
mMs  exprefs  nomination  of  him  to  the  Khalifat  after  his  de- 
.ceafe,  which  was  made  to  the  prejudice  of  his  own  fon  AlA* 
idsy  and  (he  exclufion  of  his  other  biother  Al  Mutamen  \  Ax! 
the  latter  had  been  called  to  the  fucccffion  after  him  by  their 
father  HarUn  Al  Rajhid.    Tlie  firft  thing  the  new  KhaHfUA 
was  to  iflue  orders  for  the  demolition  of  the  additional  pant 
of  Tawdba^  that  had  beeh  built  by  Al  ^  Afamun^s   fon  At 
Abbas  in  the  late  reign  ;  which  were  immediately  executed, 
all  the  ;irms  and  warlike  (lores  to  be  met  with  in  the  towii 
carried  from  thence,  and  the  inhabitants,  who  had  been  trans- 
planted thither  from  other  cities,  commanded  to  return  to  their 
.former  habiutions.  In  the  beginning  of  the  month  oiRamadam^ 
Al  Motafem  arrived  at  Baghdddy  and  (bon  after  was  inaugurate^ 
there.  About  the  fame  time,  the  KhaUf  rcotiyed  advice  of  tbc 
great  progrefs  made  by  the  tebels  in  Perfia^  and  Perfian  Irak^ 
who  were  headed  by  one  JBdbecj  an  enemy  both  to  the  civil  and 
ccclehaftical  conftitutioo  of  the  Mojlerm,  ThU  Bdbec'w^s  fur- 
named  Al  Herremii  or  Al  Khornmiy  and  Kborremdn^  either 
becaufe  he  was  of  a  certain  diftrid  near  Ardgbil  in  Adberhijam^  ^ 
called  Khgrrem^  or  becaufe  he  inftituted  a  jn^rry  religion, 
which  is  the  fignification  of  the  word  in  PnfifLn,     He  firlt  ap- 
peared in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  201,  when  he  began  to  takp 
upon  him  the  title  of  a  prophet.     We  ^o  not  find  wfa^t  par* 
tlcular  do£lrine  he  taught,  when  he  now  made  open  profeifion 
of  iiis  impiety ;  but  it  is  faid  his  fyftem  of  religion  difi^red 
from  all  the  others  then  known  in  Afiff*     He  gained  a  grcaK 
number  of  devotees  in  Adh^bijan  and  the  Perfian  Irdk^  and 
grew  powerful  enough  to  wage  war  with,  the  Khalif  Al  Ma* 
>muny  whofe  troops  he  often  beat,  killing  feveral  of  his  gene* 
rals,  and  particularly  Ebn  Hamid^  one  of  them,  with  his  ^wn 
haqd  i  hy  which  viaories  (le  became  fo  formidable,  that  At 
•'.-.♦  '  Mitafem 
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Afo'afm  was  obliged  to  employ  the  iwholc  forces  of  the  cm- 
pirc  againfl  him.  The  general  (cnt  to  reduce  Babec  Was 
Haidar  Ebn  KauSy  furnamcd  Afjhtn.  a  Turk  by  nation,  who  ^ 

bad  been  brought  a  flave  to  the  Khalifa  court,  and,- having 
been  employed  in  difcipfining  the  Tir|/^  militia  there,  had 
Acquired  the  reputation  of  a  great  captain.  As  the  rebels  had 
made  themfclvet  mafteis  of  MJehal  and  Hcmadan^  and  were 
very  ftrong,  Afjhin  was  rcfolved  to  bring  them  to  a  batt)e  as 
fb  n  as  a  proper  opportunity  offered  ;  which  having  doncy  he 
bvenhrew  them  with  prodigious  flaughter,  putting  np  kft 
ihan  6o,oc6  of  them  to  the  fword,  and  driving  the  reft  into 
the  imperial  territories.  He  firfl  marched  at  the  head  of  bis 
army  towards  the  province  of  Adhtrh'tjariy  and  fpent  a  good 
deal  of  time  in  rebuilding  all  the  caiUes  between  the  cities 
^of  Arxanjan  and  Ar debit ^  that  had  been  demoli(hed  by  B&be€*% 
troops.  This  ftep  he  judged  previoufly  requifite,  in  order  to 
fecure  all  the  pafiages  and  defiles^  and  thereby  put  a  flop  to 
the  incuriions  of  the  rebeh  *.  *     *" 

The  following  year,  being  the  219th  of  the  Hijra^  com*  Mohan* 
incncwg  yanuary  16,  834,  Mohammed  EbnjllKaJem^  oneof  med  Ebli 
AtP%  defendants,  appeared  in  arms  againft  the  KhaKf^  and  Al  Kaiexii 
Seized  upon  a  confiderable  part  of  the  province  of  KhorafAn\  nbelt 
He  was»  however,  at  laft  defeated  by  the Khalifs  forces,  taken  ^^^ 
•prifoncr,  and  brought  to  Al  Motafem  at  Baghd^,  Being  fent  J;?'  ^^" 
^o  prifon,  he  was  for  fome  time  there  confined ;  but  at  laft^  "' 
by  what  means  we  have  not  been  told,  he  made  his  efcape^ 
and  was  never  afterwards  feen.     The  fame  year,  Kendi^  Ai 
Afitafem^^  governor  of  Egyft^  died  at  Mefr^  and  his  fon 
Afotaffrr^  or  ModaffirEbn  Kendt\  was  appointed  by  the  KhalSf 
to  fuccecd  him.  It  appears  from  fome  of  the  eaftern  writers, 
^at  Afjhin  made  himfelf  mafter  o\  Isfahan^  or  Ifpahdn^  and 
Hamadarty  the  two  principal  cities  of  Aljebdl^  or  the  Perfian 
Irdk^  and  feveral  of  Bdhec^s  caftles,  notwithftanding  the  great 
annoyance^iven  him  by  the  rebels,  though  he  could  not  re- 
'duce  the  whole  country  to.  the  obedience  of  the  Khalifa  the 
prefent  year  a* 

Aboijt  this  time,  a  very  feverc  perfecution  was  carried  Al  Mdta<> 
on  by  the  £&a/i^  againft  all  who  denied  the  creation  of  the  itmperfi^ 
Kordn.  Ahmed  Ehn  Ha^nbaly  the  founder  of  the  fourth  fed  ot  ^»^  ^^ 
the  Sonnites^  iA  i^om  we  fliall  have  occafion  to  fpcak  here-  ^^^  ^^"91 

*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.   AlMaRin,  ubi  fup.  p.  140^ 

j^I.    EuTYCH.ubifup.   p.  436,437.    GrE^.   ABU'L-FARAJ,ubi 
fop.    p,2^2.'  KHOMDEMIR9  Aut.  LojlBALTAWARIK|i,EBN  ShoH- 

)Iah.  Vide  etiam  D'Her  be  v.  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  158,  159. 

»   Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  14U. 
K-KtoN^EMtR,  Ebm  Shohnah,  Evtych.  ubi  fnp.  p.  438,  439. 
Gkbc.  Abu'l-Fara;,  ubifup. 
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the  cna-    after,  refufing  to  acknowledge  the  Koran  to  be  crested «  was 
fion  oftbt  fcourged  in  fo  cruel  a  manner  that  he  fainted  away,  having 
Koran.      been  almoft  flayed  alive,  hy  order  of  the  Kbaiif  j/l  Mitafem, 
and  afterwards  imprifoned.     The  fame  punimment  wouM 
have  been  inflidled  upon  jfha  Harm  Ebn  Al  Baca^  had  he  not 
efcaped  it  by  a  notable  evafton,  which  was  of  fignal  fenrkeio 
him.     He  allowed  the  K^ran  Jto  have  been  placed^  given,  or 
inftituted,  by  God,  and  that  every  fuch  thing  was  created ^ 
though  he  would  not  in  dired  terms  admit  the  conduiioo  m^ 
rurally  flowing  from  thofe  premifes.    In  Rntf  he  conceded  the 
Koran  to  be  endued  with  one  of  the  eflential  properties  of  a 
created  being,  though  he  endeavoured  to  evade  fianding  to 
the  immediate  confequehce  of  fuch  a  conceffion  ^. 
'J gnat         l^HE  next  year,  being  the  22oth  of  the  Hejta^  Affair 
svirthrow  having  fortified  the  paflTes  in  the  mountains,  and  pofted  proper 
mum  Bi-  detachments  of  troops  there  to  defend  them,  deicend^  ioto 
Mc  ^jp  Af-  ihe  plain,  and  incamped  near  a  village  called  Ar/u^  or,  m 
*^*         ibme  will  have  it,  JJhak,  where  be  oflfered  the  enemy  battle. 
Baiec^  notwithflanding  the  great  loffes  he  had  fuflained,  ac- 
ceptecl  the  challenge )  but,  after  a  fliarp  engagement,  was  bh 
titely  defeated,  and  conflrained  to  fly-with  the  fluttered  re- 
ftiains  of  his  troops  iirft  to  Mogan,  and  afterwards  to  Cf/^ 
haiad,  the  place  of  his  nativity,   where  he  had  at  tkt 
time  ereAed  his  principal  fort«   His  army  muft  have  beea 
.   extremely  numerous  before  the  beginning,  of  the  aAioBi 
if^  as  we  find  aflerted  by  Mu  Jaafar  -Jl  Taharty  be  loft 
in  it  above  100,000  men.     Be  that  as  it  will,  Babec^  fiod« 
ing  no  other  way  to  efcape,  was  obliged  to  retire  into  tbc 
Gordyean  mountains,  where  he  fortified  feveral  pofts  ;  from 
whence  he  greatly  incommoded  the  Kbalifs  forces  that  pur« 
fued  him  thither,  frequently  intercepting  their  provifioas,  and 
deftroying  them  abundance  of  men.    In  fine,  JI  MUaJad\ 
general  found  it  impoffible  to  diflodge  him  from  thofe  pofis 
during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  vear  <• 
Bibec////     The  following  year,  being  tne  22ifl  of  the  MoJUm  sera, 
Jwfports      Mdfa  Ebn  Abu* I  Abbas  AlShabani  wai  continued  by  tfae  Kha* 
bimftlf      Jif  in  the  government  of  Egypt,  to  which  poft  he  had  beea 
again^      advanced  by  that  prince  after  the  death  of  Modaffir  Eim 
AfSnn*      Kin£,  the  preceding  year.     Bahtc  ftill  remained  in  the  Gm* 
dyean  mountains,  and  defended  himfelf  againft  the  KbtJ^  \ 
troops.     However,  Afp)in  took  feveral  of  his  ftrong-  h<^s, 
and  forced  fome  of  his  fortified  pofts,  though  be  could 


^  Greg.  Abu*l-Faraj,  ubifun.  p.  2(2,  252.   Ebn  EwalB'' 
CAN.  ^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubtfopu 

Greg.  ABu'L'FARAj,faift.dyHafi.  p.  zj}.  D^Hirksl.  Bi^liotk 
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bring  the  war  in  ihofc  -parts  to  a  conclufion  the  preTent  ctm-^ 
paien '.  ' 

In  (he  %i2i  year  of  the  Hejra^  beginning  December  t^thy  Baboc  rr- 
836,  Afjhid  carried  on  the  war  with  great  vigour  againft  Ba-  ^«^^^»  ^"^ 
*«•,  and  (hut  up  that  itopoftor  in  Cajbohad^  Badi^  or  AlP"^^^ 
Badh^  as  it  is  fometimes  called  by  the  Arab  hUlorians ;  which  ^^^^"^ 
place  he  ftraitlyibcfieged.  Hither  that  rebel  found  himfeif 
obliged  to  retire,  after  Afjhin  had  reduced  ail  his  caftles  on« 
after  another  with  invincible  patience,  and  forced  all  his  re- 
trenchments in  the  mountainous  tra£t  of  the  Curds^  as  his 
laft  refource.  The  fortrcfs  of  Cajbabad^  being  a  place  of  con- 
fiderable  ftrengtb,  he  defended  himfeif  there  with  great  bravery 
for  feveral  months  ;  but  at  laft,^  finding  he  fhould  be  obliged 
to  furrcnder  the  town,  he  made  his  efcape.into  a  neighbour- 
ing wood;  from  whence  be  foon  after  came  to  Afftnn^  upon 
that  general's  promifmg  to  procure  for  him  die  KhaUf's  pro* 
tedion.  But  Afjhin  had  no  fooner  got  him  into  his  power, 
'riian  he  ordered  an  executioner,  who  attanded  him  for  that 
purpofe,  firft  to  cut  oiF  his  hand^  and  feet,  and  afterwards  his 
bead.  This  is  the  account  handed  down  to  us  by  Atu  yaafar 
Al  Yaharu  Other  writers,  however,  relate,  that,  juft  before 
the  furrender  of  Cafiabdd  to  the  Khalifas  forces,  Bibec  found 
means  to  efcape  thence  in  difguife,  after  he  had  with  great 
bravery  fuftained  feveral  aflaults,  with  his  (on  Abd*aflahy  and  his 
general  Moatviyahy  into  y^/Tf^r/?,  where  he  was  betrayed  in  thb 
following  manner*  Sahei  Eln  Sanbdty  an  Armenian  offic^r^ 
happening  to  know  him,  enticed  him,  by  offers  of  fervice  and 
refpeA,  into  his  power,  and  treated  him  as  a  mighty  prince, 
tin,  when  he  fat  down  to  eat,  Sahel  dapt  himfeif  down  by 
him ;  at  which  Babee  being  furprized,  aflced  him,  how  he 
dared  to  take  that  liberty  unafked  ?  It  is  true,  great  king^ 
replied  Sahely  I  have  committed  a  fault ;  for  who  am  I  that  I 
Jbouldjit  at  your  majefy^s  table?  and  immediately  fending  for 
a  fmiih,  he  made  ufe  of  this  bitter  farcafm.  Stretch  forth  your 
JegSy  great  kingy  that  this  man  may  put  fetters  on  them.  After 
this,  Sahel  fent  him  to  Afjhin^  though  he  had  offered  a  large 
fum  for  his  liberty,  having  firfl  ferved  him  in  his  own  kind, 
by  cauling  his  mother,  fifter,  and  wife,  to  be  raviihed  before 
his  face ;  for  fo  Bahec  ufcd  to  treat  his  prifoners.  Afjhin^ 
having  the  arch- rebel  in  his  power,  condu£ted  him  to  Al  Mb' 
tafemy  by  whofe  order  he  w  s  put  to  an  ignominious  death. 
The  KhaUfy^2A  then  at  Sar  Man  Ray^  Sarra  Manray^  or  5^- 
marra  (for  it  Went  by  all  thofe  names)  a  city  of  Irdky  on  the 

'■  <*  Abu  Jaarar  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makin.  ubi  fup.    Greg. 
AbuVFaraj,  ttbi  fuf. 
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eafiem  bank  of  the  Tigris y  ^  little  above  half  a  degree  to  the  wtft 
of  Baghdad ;  where  he  firft  ordered  Babfc*9  hands  and  feet  l» 
be  cut  ofF,  and  then  his  head,  after  his  beliy  had  been  ript  opca 
in  the  prefence  of  a^reat  number  of  ipedator?.     The  bodjr  ^ 
y^s  fixed  upon  a  gibbet,  ereded  for  ttiat  purpoTe,  in  die 
town,  and  the  head  fent  into  Kborafdn.    This  man  had  main* 
tained  his  ground  againft  the  power  of  the  Kbalifs  abott 
twenty  years,  and  had  cruelly  mafTacrcd  250,000  people  ;  it 
being  his  cuftom  never  to  fpare  man,  woman,  or  child,  either 
of  XhtMobatnmidauSj  or  their  allies.     Amongft  tbeprifancn 
taken  at  Cafiabady  there  was  one  Nud^  who  had  hem  one  of 
the  ten  mtn  employed  hy  Bihec  in  his  executions  ;  and  Kh^ 
owned,  that,  in  obedience  to  his  mailer's  commands,  he  hal 
deftroyed  above  20,000  Mojhms  with  his  own  hands.     To 
which  he  added,  that  vaft  numbers  had  alfo  been  executed  br 
bis  companions ;  but  that  of  thefe  he  could  give  no  pfedfe 
account.    Cafbabid  was  taken  in  the  month  01  Rsmadia  tfcb 
year ;  after  which,  Jjif  Ebn  Anbafa  reduced  the  Zatalb£m^ 
who  inhabited  M  Batayehy  or  the  fenny  trad  between  Ifili 
and  Bafra  yto  the  obedience  of  theiri^i!^,and  conduced  maaf 
of  them  prifoners  to  Baghdad.     The  Khemmitis^  not  Ar- 
remittSy  as  they  are  called  by  M.  D^IArbeht^  nor  Hazemius^ 
as  they  are  denominated  by  Dr.  PocQcke^  in  his  Latin  vetfioo 
i}f  Jbu' I' Farajf  or  fefiaries  of  BdhiCy  which  remained  after  hii 
death,  feem  to  have  been  intirely  difperfed,  there  being  little 
or  no  mention  made  of  them  by  the  oriental  hiftorians  *. 
9Z#Eka-       The  next  year,  being  the  223d  of  the  Hejra^  commenc- 
lif  makes    ing  December  3d,  837,  the  emperor  TbecphibiS  invaded  the 
4m  hm^   Mojlem  territories  with  an  army  of  100,000  men.    He  pene- 
tien  itit§     trated  as  far  as  Zabatra,  or  Zabtaroj  took  and  demoiiflkBd 
tbe  Greek  that  city,  put  all  the  men  therein  to  the  fword,  and  carried 
f^ire.       the  women  and  children  into  captivity.    From  dience  he  ad* 
vanced  to  Malatia  in  Cappadocia^  feized  upon  that  place,  kill- 
ed great  numbers  of  men  he  found  in  it,  and  took  about  loco 
of  the  MeJUm.  women  there  prifonen.    He  alfo  made  himiidf 
mafter  of  feveral  other  towns,  the  inhabitants  of  whidi  be 
treated  with  exceffive  cruelty,  putting  out  the  eyes,  and  cut- 
ting off  the  nofes  and  ears,  of  the  men,  and  carrying  vmej 
the  women  captives,  according  to  fome  of  the  Arab  hifto- 
rians.   The  Khalifj  receiving  advice  of  thefe  hoftilities,  an!  [ 
of  the  barbarous  condud  attending  them,  marched  againft  the  i 
Creeks  with  a  more  formidable  army  than  any  of  thofe 
which  his  predeceiTors  had  formerly  made  war  upon  that 


*  Abu  Ja AFAR  Al  Tabar.  ALMAKiNrubifap.  p.  141, 14a. 
Greg.  AeuY-FARAjyvubi  fup.  p.  253,  z^^  Kuondbmir.Ejui 
SaoBNAHyEvTYcu.  ubi  fap.p.  45^8, 439.  D'Hbrbel.  abi  fup. 
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tion.     Tills  army  ke  divided  into  feveral  bodies^  which  en* 
ter^d  the  imperial  territories  by  difFefent  routs,  and  reduced 
feveral  fortrcfies  belonging  to  the  Chriflianu  before  any  enemy 
appeared  to  oppofe  them.     Ancyra^  in  particular,  we  arti 
told,  he  took,  and  laid  in  afbes  ;  though  Ayuby  the  patriarch 
of  jintio£b\  who  attended  the  Khalif  iq  this  expedition,  could 
have  prevailed  upon  him  to  have  fav^  it,  had  the  inhabit- 
ants, as  he  defired,  opened  their  gates  to  that  prince,  when 
he  fir  A  prefented  himfelf  before  the  town.    Some  of  the  Greek 
ivriters,  on  the  other  hand,  pretend,  that  the  ^£/^!nn/ were 
the  aggreflbrs  in  this  war,  and  made  an  irruption  into  the  im* 
perialprovinces  feveral  years  before,  treating  the  empero^'^ 
fubjeds  with  their  ufual  barbarity,  without  having  received 
either  from  that  prince  himfelf,  or  anv  of  the  people  belong- 
ing to  him,  the  lead  provocation.    Be  that  as  it  will,  as 
^IneophiluS'i  in  ravaging  Syria^  had,  according  to  one  of  them^ 
notwithftsnding  the  earneft  intreaties  of  the  KbaUfj  deftroy- 
ed   Zabatraj  or  Sozopetra,  the  place  of  his  nativity ;  he  or- 
dered every  one  of  his  foldiers  to  ingrave  upon  his  fhfeld 
the  word  Amorium^   the  birth-place  of  Hheopbilus^    ranked 
amongft  the  cities  of  Phrygia  by  Piolimy  and  Strabo,  which 
he  \vas  refolved,  at  all  events,  to  deftioy.     Thefe  circum- 
ilances,  however,  have  been  wholly. omitted  by  the  .^^^^n:^ 
authors.    The  Khal!ffir&  advanced  to  Tar/us  in  Cilicia^  and 
from  tbence  moved  into  Pbrygia ;  of  which  ^e  emperor  be- 
ing apprized,  he  marched  at  the  head  of  his  forces  to  Dc» 
'iylgrumj  diftant  about  three  days  journey  from  Amorium* 
A  here,  in  a  council  of  war,  feveral  of  hi&  officers  advifed  him 
to  decline  an  engagement  with  the  Arahsy  whofe  army  was  far 
.more  numerous  than  that  of  the  Greeks^  and  to  tranfport  the 
inhabitants  of  Amorium  to  fomfr  other  pla^e.     But  the  empe<> 
ror,   imagining  fuch  a  proceeding  would  refle£^  no  fmall  dif- 
grac^  upon  him,  refolved  to  venture  all  in  the  defence  of  his 
native  city;  and  actcordingly  fent  thither  a  ftrong  detach. 
ment,.  under  the  command  of  Mtius^  geheral  of  the  Eaff^ 
Theodorus  Craterus^  Tbeophilus  Bubut%icuSj  and  other  experi- 
enced generals.     In  the  mean  time,  tht  Khalifa  having  made 
the  proper  difpofitions  for  invefling  the  city,  detached  a  body 
of  10,000  Turh^  with  a  ftrong  party  oi  Armenians j  to  try  the 
flrength  of  »he  empcroi's  forces.   The  two  armies  faced  each 
other  at  Dazymenunr,  and  foon  came  to  a  general  ^(Stion^ 
'wherein  the  Arabs  were  at  firft  put  to  the  rout;  but  the 
Greeksy  in  purfuing  them,  Were  fo  galled  by  the  arrows  of  the 
yi/Ti^r,  that  they  not  only  gave  over  the  purfuit,  but  betook 
thcmfelves  to  a  difordcrly  flight.     A  body  of  Perjians^  how- 
ever, in  the  emperor's  fervice,  though  abandoned  by  the  reft 
of  the  army,  flood  jtheir  ground,  and  furrounding  the  cnipe- 
MoD-HuT.  Vol. II.  Dd  ror. 
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f (fr,  who  Was  prefcnt  in  tht  engajgement,  made  head  agaddl 
the  ehcniy,  ahd  at  laft,  by  favour  of  the  night,  retired  in  to- 
lerahie  good  order.    According  to  Mtdfeaay  the  I'^ht  «ia| 
6f  the  MoJlm%xvDS  Di^as  comniand^d  by  AfJMnEbn  Aa^lbt 
itft  by  Jfinasj  and  the  mam  body  by  the  KhaHf  himfe^  ift 
this  expedition.    Jt  Motafemy  informed  of  the  good  ibocefc 
of  Bis  troops,  hfiafched  dfve£tly  to  Amoriufn^  and,  Ueii%  that 
joined  by  hiS  Vifiorious  forces,  laid  clofe  frege  to  the  place; 
which,  after  a  long  and  obftinate  fefiffance,  wsis  beftrq^  Id 
fiirh  by  one  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  abjufed  the  CbfiJR^ 
religion.    The  Kbatifj  enraged  at  file  great  lofs  he  had  Itf* 
fained  during  the  ficge,'  which,  if  we^ill  believe  JMfiiti^ 
conlihiied  about  55  day's,  put  moft  of  roe  inea  to  the  (W«i^ 
earned  thd  women  and  chifdrea  into  captivity,  and  levelled  Ae 
city  with  the  ground.    Some  of  the  eaftern  biftOrians  i 
.    '  that  the  Greeh  loft  in  tlie  aTorefaid  af^ion  above  36,000 
1" he  IChalifs  forces  being  diftrefled  for  want  of  water,  laAcir 
return  Home,  the  Chrijlian  prifoners  rofe  uportlbfne  of  taem^ 
and  murdered  them  \  which  fo  exafperated  the  KbaMy  diat 
he  put  6&06  of  the  Gresisy  who  had  been  principauy  coo- 
cerned  in  exciting  that  commotion,  to  death.     Of  the  inba- 
.bitants  of  AmariuM  30,000  v^ere  flain,  and  as  mKiy  taken 
pnfoners,  according  to  JtbuH-Faraj,     JlMiiafem  having  St- 
covered  in  his  march,'  that  fome  of  his  officers  had  'eo^^ 
themfelves  to  fopport  Al  Abhas  Ebn  Al  Mamun*s  preteoiiolis 
the  Khalifat^  he  forbad  his  fubjeds  to  fupply  that  prince 
liquids  of  any  kind ;  fo  that,  according  io  Ahidfidm^  he 
bf  thirft  at  Mttnhtjy  and  was  buried  in  that  city,  the  pr 
year.     ZabatrOj  Zabtaray  or  Sczefeire^  whofe  deftrudKXi  oc> 
cafloned  the  terrible  fate  of  Amorium^  ftood  between  SatmfaUk 
and  Malatla^  a  day  or  tWo's  journey  to  the  foudtof  the  la^ 
ter,  and  has  been  mentioned  by  tfmael  Abulfidoj  MAmmmti 
Al  Firauzabadi^  and  other  oriental  writers.    It  muft-bete  he 
oblerved,   that,   according  to  the  authors,  followed  by  tt.; 
'D*Tierbelot^  the  Khattf  did  not  difcover  the  conipiracy  ths 
.had  been  formed  againll  him  before  hi$  arrival  at  Sarra  Mtm  \ 
ray^  then  the  feat  of  the  Khalifat^  after  his  return  from  ika 
farecian  expedition.    The  confpirators,  if  we  will  bdieie 
thofe  authors,  propofed  to  afiaffinate  his  two  beft  friends,  JjL 
^;l»  and  AJbab^  and  afterwaids  to  elevate  his  nephevir  AlJUm. 
to  the  Mofiem  throne.    But  their  defign^  bdng  detedled,  dif 
were  punimed  with  death ;  and  AlAbbis^  himfelf  was  (hiitif 
in  a  ciofe  place,  where  he  bad  provifions  fent  hiiDvbut  v^asil' 
lowed  nothing  to  drink.    In  this  condition  he  languished  fii 
ibme  time,  and  at  laft  miferably  perifhed  with  thirft,     E^ 
cbiui^  bowevcii^  ktam  to  ioiomatc,.  that  AlAbbai%  death  hap-] 


pen^f  wbilft  the  ^hatifvm  on  his  inarch  from  Zabatra^  and 
^^soi^qtientlv  before  he  arrived  at  Sarra  Manray  L 

'  \  1^H£  Ibllawin^  yoa^,  bein^  l;^e  224th  of  the  Hgrdj  Ah-  A  nhtU 
\4t€H^  BhnTbihfri  Ac  Khaltf  Al  Miiaf€nC%  governpr  of  JC5i-  Hon  in 
jT^Jan^  marched  againft  Barabi  Ebn  Koran j  who  bad  fet  up  Tabrc* 
for  himfelf  in  Tabrgftan^  with  a  powerful  army,  diefeated  him  ^^* 
in  ieveral  eajgiagements,  and  at  laft  took  him  prifbner.    This 
put  an  end  to  the  rebellion  in  thpfe  parts,  and  reftored  the 
country,  'dut  had  been  the  fcene  qt  thefe  codimodohs,  to  its 
former  tranquillity.    As  for  BdrabdJEbn  Karany  Abtaiah  fent 
hun  to  Al  Moiaji/n^  who  <^rdered  hhn  to  be  whipt  to  death  > 
.  jifter  which,  his  body  was  affixed  to  a  gibbet,  at  a  fmall  di-  ' 
jGUnce  frbm^that  ereaed  for  Bab^c,    About  the  fame  time,  the 
jQ)fi(^  removed  Muj4  ZbtiAbu^l  Abbds  Al  Shaihlni  from  the 

S'  venunw  of  EffpU  ^d  appointed\^i/«f  Al  Hindi  to  pre- 
c  over  t&at  countrjrjn  his  room.     Ibrahim  Ebn  Al  Mohdi  • 
'^^  this  yeiy:,  in  the  month  of  Rarriad&n  \  as  did  likewife,  m 
jdie  68tb  year  of  bis  age,  Abu  Obeid  At  Kajmy  who  had  ren- 
dered himfelf  extremely 'fomous' by  bis  ikill  in  the  Arabic    ^     ^ 
..4ix>Dg;ue  (. 

. "  In  the  225th  year  of  the  Hijraj  commencing  November  Al  Mrfta- 
.  J2..tb,  839,  Abu  DfJafmii  AU^bn  Mobammid  AlMadayeniy  fern  dif- 
.-fVfQ  p^ f<>ns  of  confiderable  note,  departed  this  life.    It  ap-  coders  a 
•,gcars  from  fom?  good  authors,  that  AffAn^  the  captain- general  con/pira<y 
\f^  the  Khatif*^  forces,  endeavour^  to  excite  Maxi&r^  the  go-  ^^^f  ^^^ 
fjf^a^TofTabre^dn^  to  adcfeftion;  of  which  the  JM/?/!/ being  ^^^/^* 
Unprized,  as  well  as  of.  his  impiety,  he  having  been  aSually^^^^'^ 
^(Di£»>vered^to  be  an  idolater,  and  to  have  a  prepuce,  he  ordered 
)llm  to  be  thrown  into  prifon,  towards  the  clofe  of  this  year  \ 

IN  the  yw  of  the  Hejra  226,  Affhinj  captain-general  of  Aflhin 
the  KhaUfs  armies,  and  his^  ^reatelt  coniicfent,  having  been  extcnted 
^acqifed  of  holding  a  fecret  intelligence  with  that  prince's/^ /^m- 
^.^nemies,  was  executed  for  the  Vrealbnable  'practices  he  hsid fi»^ble 
been  guilty  of.   .  After  the  execution,  his  body  was  fixed  Mf^fra&icesm 
^po  a  gibbet,  erf  Sed  near  thofe  that  exhibited  tKe  bodies  of 
,JS4roia  ^bn  Kdran  and  Bdbfc,     This  was  no  foonei:  done, 
.  than  fon^e  of  the  Zhalif^  ofiop^s  fearched  Af/htn\  houfe,  and 

^      f  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar*  Al  Makik,  ubi  fup.  p.  14s. 

•Citco.  Abu'l-Farai,  ubi  fap.  p.  154.    Gsorg.  Cbdrin.  bi* 

fioriar.  compend.  p.  528 — $32.  Joan.  Curopal.  £utych.  ubi 

iap.  p.  438-^ — 441.  Khondbmir*  Sbn  ^hohnah,  I^m.  Abux.- 

Tfed. ;iiiciiroo.ad  an.He|.  223.  Moham.  Al  Firauzab.  inKam. 

^jPtol.  geogr-  lib.  ii.  c.  8.  Strab.  lib.  xii.  Golii  noc.  ad  Aifragao. 

'x^  ^69,  270.  D*Hbrb.'&  EurrcH.ubi  fap.  s  Abu  Jaafar 

.AlTabar.  Al  JMaki.n.SpAbulfed.  ubi  fap.        ^  Khondemir, 

*£«!!  Shohnah,   Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  p.  143. 

lABuLtiD.adan,  Hfj.  22c.  Greo.AbuVFaraj,  ubi  fup.  0.254. 
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fourtd  In  it  a  great  nnmber  of  idols,  which  they  immediatdj 
*  burned.     They  likewife  reduced   to   a(hes  ieveral   impioai 

books,  difcovered  there,  and  written  to  inftnid  others  'ih  \k 
execrable  opinions.    This  year,  ///  Motafem  took  the  govem- 
.     •  mcnt  of  Egypt  from  Make  A  I  Hindis  and  gave  it  to  AJbai^txnt 
of  his  menial  fervants.     About  the  fame  time,  Mu  I  HcAmI  . 
Ehn  Al  Hodzail  Al  Bafriy  a  famous  Mitazalite  doAor,  de-  • 
parted  this  life,  extremely  regretted  by  all  his  fed  *• 
Al  Mota-      The  next  year,  being  the  227th  of  the  Hejra^  oommenc- 
(tmdiis.    ing  O£fober  2 1  ft,  841,  the  Khali f  Al  Motafem  died   at  &- 
,   marra^  either  in  the  48th  or  49th  year  of  his  age/   The  dif- 
*   temper  that  carried  him  ofF  is  faid  to  have  been  a  fever;  after 
the  firft  attack  of  which,  he  was  blooded  by  his  principal  phy- 
sician's order,  but  without  ^St&.    He  expiiied  on  Tburpkj^ 
the  iSth  of  the  former  Rahi^  and  left  eight  fons  and  as  man^ 
daughters  behind  him.    He  reigned  eight  vears,  eight  months, 
and  eight  days*  He  was  alfo  the  eighth  KnaUfof  the  honleof 
Al  Ahbasj  was  elevated  to  the  MoJUm  throne  in'  the  2 1 8cli  year 
of  the  Hejra^  was  born  in  the  month  of  Sbaabdn^  bein^r  the 
eighth  month  of  the  year,  fought  eight  battles,  poflefled  8000 
flaves,  and  had  8,000,000  dinars^  and  80,000  jirb/msy  in  Ym 
treafury  at  the  time  of  his  death.     Thefe  circiunflances  in- 
duced the  Arabs  to  furname  him  Al  Mothamenj  i.  e.  the  93$* 
naryy  or  the  eigbthy  according  to  fome  of  the  beft  oriental 
'  writers.     As  the  people  of  Baghdad  difturbed  hi^'  repofe  by 
their  frequent  revolts  and  commotions,  he  took  the  refolntioa  ' 
to  abandon  that  city,  and  to  build  another,  in  order  to  fix  fait 
refidence  there.    The  fpothe  chofe  for  this  purpofe  was  called  , 
Katulj  near  the  city  of  Sarra  Manray^  in  the  Arabian  Irdl^ 
and  and  not  in  Syria^  as  we  find  advanced  by  M.  D^Herhda^ 
Here  he  ere£led  this  new  city,  which  was  firft  called  Sanumrm^ 
and  afterwards  Sarra  Manray.     According  to  Mirkhondy  dib 
Khaltf  had  130,000  pied  horfes  in  his  ftables  at  Samarrm^ 
about  whofe  necks  he  ordered  facks  full  of  earth  to  be  faung^ 
which  they  carried  to  a  place  in  the  city  he  had  marked  oat 
for  that  purpofe.    The  earth  brought  hither  in  this  manner 
formed  a  pretty  high  terras,  on  which,be  built  a.largeialooB, 
from  whence  he  could  eafily  difcover  every  thine  that  pafl«d  >b. 
the  city.     This  terras  gave  name  to  the  magninocnt  palace  of 
SamarrOy  which  was  ever  after  called  by  the  Arabs  Ttl  Abmd* 
haliy  i.e.  the  hill  of  facks  \  Almekhaliy  in  their  language^  de^ 
noting  a  fort  of  facks  hung  aboutthe  horfes  necks,  in  whiidh 
they  carry  their  ftraw  and  oats,  according  to  tke  comnK>n  u&ge 
of  thecaft.^.  -   Wit» 

^  KMONDBMtit,  Ebn  Shohnam,  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabak.  Al 

,       Makin,  ubi  fup.    Greg.  Aau^t-pAftA;,  ubi  fup.  p.  2^4,  ajj, 
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.    With  regard  to  Jl  Mitaferns  perfon,  he  is  fald  to  hzyfiP^fcnp- 
had  a  handfome  facQ,  red  hair,  a  long  beard^  a  broacf  hrezft^tiou  of  kt* 
^^xA  to  have  been  oi  a  fair  complexion.    He  was  of  a  middle ^^C/^>««^   ^ 
fiaturc,  and  fo  extremely  robuff,  that  he  once  carried  a  bur-  chita&tr^ 
den  of  a  thoufand  pounds  weight,  if  Wc  will  believe  fome  of 
the  Arab  writers,  feveral  paces.    As  to  his  difpofition,  he  was 
brave  to  a  great  degree,  and  pundual  in  the  difcharge  of  re-^ 
IJgious  duties ;  though  he  has  been  reprefented  by  {omz  of  the 
oriental  hiftorians  as  intirely  attached  to  the  fentiments  of  the. 
Adhtazalitei.    Thefe  heretics  maintained,  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  that  the  Koran  was  created,  and  ftuck  not  to  accufo 
thofe  of  infidelity,  as  ailertors  of  two  eternal  beings,  who  held 
the  contrary  opinion.     However,  they  lyere  oppofcd  in  this 
notion  by  the  SonniteSy  or  o^hpdox  mohammedansy  who  be* 
llevetTthe  Koran  to  be  uncreated  and  eternal,  fubfifling  in  th« 
very  eflence  of  God  5  or,  as  others  have  expreffed  it,  the 
word  of  Gon,  and  confequently  uncreated,  as  well  as  the  Di- 
vine Being  from  whom  it  did  originally  proceed.    This  KhaUf 
kept  a  greater  number  of  forces  on  foot,  particularly  horfe, 
tiian  any'  of  his  predeceflbrs.     He  alfo  vaflly  increafed  the 
number  of  boys  at  court,  for  whom  he  provided  about  50,000 
iatchels,  or  little  bags,  in  which  they  fometimes  carried  their' 
provi/ionS.     The  mojlem  hiftorians  celebrate  this  JTA^^fof 
bis  greatnefs  of  foul,  and  mention  one  of  his  actions  that  ap- 
pears in  a  very  fingular  li^ht.     Being  once,  fay  they,  fepa-, 
rated  from  his  companions  in  the  country,  be  met  with  an  old 
man  Handing  by  his  afs,  which  had  fallen  down  upon  the 
g;round,  in  a  very  dirty  place,  with  a  load  of  thorns  upon  his- 
back.     This  fight  fo  afle£ied  the  Khalifa  that  he  immediately 
alighted  from  his  horfe,  in  order  to  aflift  the  old  man, .  and 
raife  up  his  beaft;  which,  haying  done,  though  he  fpoiled  his 
deaths  by  this  generous  a£tion,  he  rejoined  his  retinue,  an4 
aftervvards  made  him  a  prefent  of  4000  dinars.     He  was  the 
firft  of  the  Khaltfs  who  added  the  name  of  God  to  his  own* 
For,  he  ordered  himfelf  to  bp  furnamed  Bi'Uahy  in  God,  or  by 
the  graciofGoD  ;  in  which  he  was  followed  by  feveral  of  his* 
fucceflbrs,  who  to  their  names  added  the  words  Billahj  inGoD^ 
BeemrVlIahjby  the  order  of  Gon^  Ala' llah^onGoD^  and  /«GoD, 
ai)d  LedinVllah^for  the  faith  of  Goi>,  or  for  the  worjhip  ofGoD. 
When  theGr^^^f  took  and  facked  the  city  of  Zaiatr^j  ^nJrafy 
woman  of  the  houfe  of  M  /ibbas  is  (jid  to  have  been  taken  pri- 
Ibner  by  a  horfeman  there  ^  and,  the  very  moment  fhe  waa 

Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  143, 144.  Grbg.  ABuVPAv^AXy  ttbifup., 

p.  Z55.    EUTYCH.  abi  fup.  MiRKHOND^   Ebn  SHOHNArt,   D'HCRi' 

aBL^Bibliotb.  orient,  art.  Motaftem^  P-^39-  ^otrr  not*  ad  Alfra4 
^an.  p.  230,  231.  MoHAM.  Al  FuiAVZAffAi>'.  inKfiiki.  Awl** 
p&D.  adan,  Hej.  227. 
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feized,  to  have  died  out,  <<  Succour  me,  O  Ali^afAnf^ 
tJpon  which,  the  horfeman  iEud  to  her,  bjr  waj  of  ridicttlc^ 
*'.  See,  here  comes  Jl  Motafem  on  his  pied  Horfe,  to  ybtir  SUtift* 
<<  ance."    This  adventure  bbing  (bme  time  adSfer  reUteid  Id 
the  Khalify  who  was  then  at  a  great  diftance  from  Zaiatra^  fe' 
ihftantly  fwore,  that  he  would  not  think  of  any  other  eiita- 
prize  before  he  had  releafed  this  woman.    Accordii^ly  Ub 
marched  at  the  head  of  his  forces,  in  thie  liiidtl  of  wiiiter,  Id 
that  citv,  and  attacked  the  Greeks  pofted  there  with  fiidi  Vi- 
gour^ tnat  he  intirely  defeated  them*    This  iiSttfij  opAaag 
him  a  way  to  the  place  ifhere  the  woman, who  cried  oat  tolun 
for  relief,  was  detained,  he  arrived  there  elftdually^  to  her  Sk- 
cpur,  and  delivered  her  out  of  the  hands  6f  her  enemies.  Bo^ 
fpr  a  more  particular  and  circumftantiial  accdutit  of  diis 
we  muft  beg  leave  to  refer  our  curious  reados  to  the 
hiilorians  cited  here  K 
Sme/ar-     In  the  fourth  yealr  of  the  KhaUfat  of  AtMotafim^  Skftn- 
therpMrti'iim  was  jplaced  in  the  patriarchal  iee  oi  AUxaniria^  whaeke 
tul^rtre*  continued  about  thirteen  years.    He  was  a  petfon  of  uocatt* 
laiing  to   ^^^  prudence  and  fa^acity,  and  an  excellent  pTiHo^lopber.   b 
^'^*         u)e  feventh  year  of  this  prince's  reign,  one  Jdm  was  alfe  ton- 
fiituted  patriarch.of  y^fr^Znn;  but,  being  extremely  iD  ufed 
by  the  Chrijiiatu  there,  he  foon  found  himfelf  obliged  to  fe> 
tire  from  that  city.    Whilft  AlMhtaJem  (at  upon  the  M^Sm  ' 
throne,  the.king  of  £/^'^ia  was  likewife  engag^  in  aim 
with  fome  pf  the  neighbouring  powers ;  during  nmofir  abfisce^ 
the  queen  thought  fit.  to  banifli  one  JameSy  a  bilhop  of  tkat 
country,  and  to  fubftitute  another  bifliop  in  his  room.  yeifUij   , 
immediately  after  his  expulfion,  fled  into  Egfpt^  and  the  Eitt^   \ 
pians  Were  vifited  M(ith  a  peftilence ;  which  was  confidcired«s 
a,  punifhment  inflided  upon  them  for  the  violence  that  Ikad 
£een  ofFered  tl^at  prelate.    The  kiilg  of  EtUtpia^  dierdbie^ 
upon  his  return  from  the  wars,  reproved  his  wife  for  what  Ike 
had' done,  and  recalled  the  bifhop  from  his  exile;  ,whidi  oc- 
cafioned  great  rejoicing  amondl  his  fubjads.*    About  the 
fame  time,  the  p^trjarch  of  Auxa'HJrta  knt  (bme  biifaops, 
whom  be  hadprdamcd^for  that  purpofe,  as  miffiontfies,  inm 
the  weflern  part  of  /ffrUa^  called  Fefitatclis  by  the  an^eflb, 
^nd  particularly  to  the  city  of  KairUfoft^  the  metro|;>oIb  of 
that  country.     t)ionjJiuSj  the  patriarch  of  Antitch^  aJ(b  (Bed 
yi  the  KhaUfat  of  Al  Motafemy  and  was  fucceeded  by  one 

'  Abv.Jaajar  Al  Ta9ari»  AlMaki^t,  Greg.  Abu*i#-Pa- 
HA  J,  et  EvTYCH.  ubi  fup.   Poic.  Dot.  in  (^.  hift.  Arab.  p.  ^t^ 
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Jibn  in  that  patriarchal  fee.    When  Sabnawiyai^  one  of 
the  moft  celebrated  phyficians  of  the  M^Jkm  court,  lay  up* 
on  his  dea^h-bed,  th/e  irod^vi&ted  Jnm  ib  tears,  and  alked 
him  who  (hould  take  care  of  his  hedth  after  his  deceafe. 
Sfikumgfii  i^Iied,   ^<  Tlut  t^fynl^^  V^  ^^  .^^^ 
<^  vuyab  i  but  taisie  Qone  pf  bb  comppuod  ip^i^tni^s/'  Soon 
after wbich^ 5<7Zbwv^ died ;  ^^  ^^y^fp^SMM^ 
with  the  irreparable  lo^  be  Aiftaip^  by  that  tragical  event» 
chat  he  io^mcdij^^cly  brqkc  out  into  thuB  followiiig  forrowfi4 
cxcbunation,  ^  I  ihall  finon  ibllow  iui^ ;  ftu-  the  preferyatioA 
^^;pf  my  life  and  health  has  been  iptxri^Iv  owing  to  bis  O^ll.** 
He  likewiie  abftain^ed  from  all  kind*  .of  ^pod  dvs  whole  d^y  of 
Sabnawi^s  4^;Qeafe,  ordered  4>  bier  tf>  be  broijght.i^ito  the  pa* 
lace,  and  the  fu^ieral  iervice  to  be  pe^-fprmed,  in  h^  pDP*. 
ience,  with  cam)]es  and  pd^fiimas,  after  thtCkfiftian  fi^aii*, 
ner.    And  he  bad  great  reason  to  Ve  iH»dcr  the  yaft  concmi 
he  expMflbd  pji  tbjs  melaRchply  4oa;a6pn.    For,  SaJpij^ir. 
jffib  Uqo4q4  him  twice  a  JH^s  .?^^>  after  ^^h  yeneg^^^ont 
ordered  him  4bine  cooling  ph]rfic ;  by  which  means,  he  en<^ 
jgyed  a  ^gopd  ftste  .^f  health  as  long  as  that  phyfiqjan  liv^d. 
fatjj^^  Oil  the. contrary,, pveii^rib^.^im  a  cathartic  before  he 
iiilderwentthe#&refaid  ope^tion;  ^hich,  not  agreeing  w'di 
bia.cQnftituCiPQ,»g(ad^)y  akeved  li^jhabit  pf  bis  body',  ^d 
ft  laft  terminated  in  his  d^ath,  #cqording  to  4tu'l'Faraji 
ile  is  iaid  tohaye.  fui^ived.£0/iM?sM|^^  only  twei|ty  mopths  1^ 
^t  hiftori^.  flis  fir(l.prA0^  miniiler  vrz^Alf!a4l  Ebn  MiT'^ 
wan ;  after whofe  amotion,  MqbammedEkn  Hammad Ebn  4b^ 
i^imSkc  jU  Zi^U  die  feribe,  or  fecretary,  aded  in  thatxa^ 
|iadty  for  hipi-  W^  tfupfeme  judge  ymMmt^SbnAbuDjawd  ;  * 
iind  thofe  who  a^Wd  under  bim>  &Mif  Ebn  §^hily  Mahammid 
fitnSamu'a^  4hf^£bn  G4hby  wd^hj^far  Ebnifa 
SbuMaJan  AlM^ru    The  capi^ain  of  his  ^aids  was  IJbak 
Sin  Jbrabim  i  hi^.ohambexlains,  Simdy  tb^  7«ri,  his  freed* 
m^n*  ^fjiff  ^^  7^"^ >  who  bore  ^  fame  /elation  to  him» 
and  Bqga^  We  of  the  fame  nation.     His  ordinary  chamber* 
bins  wextM^b4i9tnu4£in4/im/tlHatuiksy  Tak&b  Ekn  Ibrahim^ 
Jbab  Etn  Atib^  and  M^hamnud  fiin  Han^nad  Ebn  Danhf/b. 
7he  infcription  of  his,(eal  was,  God  is  the  confidnui  0fAbu 
IfliakEbn  AlRafhid,  andbi  beliiVisin  him.  The  firft  and  laft 
days  of  his  xeign  ^are  faid  to  have  been  Tburfday ;  with  which 
obfervation  we  ihall  beg  leave  to  conclude  our  biftory  of  the 
Khalifat  of  this  potent  prince  ^. 

■»  EuTTCH.  ubifup.  p.  440— —443.  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Ta- 
MA%.  AlMakin,  abi  fup.  p.  144,  14;.  Golii  not.  ad  Alfra* 
gan.  p.  162 — 164.  HoNAiN,  apud  Greg.Abu^l-Far,  abi  fup.  p.255, 
956.  at  €t  ip&Greq.Abu'L'Far.  ibid.  Ism.Abulfep.  ubi  fup. 
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Al  W£.     A  L  WatHek  Bi'iL ah  was  proclainiedir^tf/^^the  fame daj 
chekBil-   ^^  his  father  ^/^^f^m  died,  that  is,  the  i8th  of  the  fomscr 
]ahtf/rr«//i  Rabt^  at  SarraManrayy  and  inaugurated  afterwards  zt  Baghdad^ 
fit  Mof-   His  mother's  name  was  Karaits,  or  FaratU^  and  his  own  at 
lem  /^^«^  Izvgi^HariinAlTFdthekBillahAbuJaafarEbnMMotafemElmHa^ 
after  Al    rrf„  AlRaJhid.  About  this  time,  TbeophUus^  the  Gr^/*  emperor^ 
Wptafan.  Jied,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  ATuhael^  who  being  then 
only  fix  years  old,  his  mother  Theodora  took  upon  her  the  ad* 
jniniftration.     Jbdalrahman  ftill  governed  the  Meflems  m 
Spain^  and  feems  to  have  gained  feveral  advantages  over  the 
Cbrijiians  there.     The  new  Khatif  adhered  to  the  errors  of 
the  Atitazalitesy  as  well  as  his  predeceflbr  y/l  Mitaftm^  and 
even,  at  the  inftigation  of  Abmid  EbH  Abu  Dowdznd  Mo- 
hammed Ebn  Hammad  Ebn  Abd^dlmdtc  AlZiyatj  carried  on  a- 
mdft  fierce  and  violent  perfecution  agalnft'the  Sffnttites^  parti- 
cularly thofe  who  denied  the  creation  of  th6'jr^^.     ffis  mo- 
ther is  faid  to  have  been  a  Greek  by  nation.     In  confequeoce 
of  his  attachment  to  the  MotazaltteSy  he  entertained  tfae^moft 
favourable  fentiments  of  all  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  jffi« 
We  are  told  by  Abulfeda^  that  Raja  Ebh  Ay^b^  with.a  body  of 
troops  ailigned  him  for  tliat  purpdfe  by  Al  Waiheky  fupprefled 
a  rebellion  of  the  Kaijiam  at  Damafcus^  and  'beheaded  1500 
of  the  rebels  thcrej  this  year  «. 
nelAoi"      The  followmg  year,  being  the  228th  of  the  Hejra^  he^ 
lems  f»-    ginning  OSiober  loth,  842,  Al  Wathek  difmifled  his  jiidg|e» 
mfaJe  Si-    and  fecretaries  of  ftate,  and  extorted  from  them,  eidi^  for 
^ilj*         real  or  pretended  crimes,  verv  confiderable  fums  of  nioncy« 
According  to  Al  Noweiriy  Al  fVathek  undertook  thb  year  an 
expedition  againft  the  iflahd  of  Sicily^  and  landed  a  body  of 
troops  there.     Soon  after  this  defcent,  he  laid  fiege  to  MeJ^ 
jina^  and  in  a  fhort  time  made  himfclf  mafter  of  that  city  ; 
which  conqueft,  continues  this  author,  was  followed  by  that 
of  the  whole  ifland.^    However,  this  invafion  has  been  intirdy 
leaded  over  in  filence  by  the  Cbrenicon  Siculum^  already  cited 
here,  which  we  take  to  be  a  piece  of  exceeding  good  autho- 
rity ;  tho'  it  feems  to  have  been  mentioned  by  MuU-Fdrffj, 
Abulfeda  obferves,  that  Mohammed  Ebn  Abialiab  Ebn  M 

»  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fop.  p.  1^5. 
pREQ.  Abu'i.-Faraj,  ubi  fup  r  257.  EuTYCH.  ubi  fop.  p.  442, 
443.  Georg.  Cedrbn.  ubj  lup.  p.  5^3,  5^54,  &c.  Joan.  Zor 
ijAR.  annal.  lib.  xvi.  p.  1 92,  1 5  3,  &c.  Roderic.  Toletan.  hilll 
Arab.  c.  XXV.  p.  22.  A'bulfed.  in  cbron.  ad  an.  Hej.  227.  D'Her- 
p^l^,  Biblio^h.  orieat.  arc.  Vatbek,  p.  911. 
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Jglab  was  then  the  Emtr^  or  governor,  of  the  ifland^  and  re- 
iided  at  Palermo.  He  likewife  informs  us,  that  this  Jtghbiu 
commander  reduced  many  cities  there,  and  carried  oiF  from 
thence  a  very  confiderable  number  of  prifoners,  together  ivith 
a  large  quantity  of  fpoil,  in  the  228th  year  of  the  Hejra. 
*Tis  probable,  therefore,  thztJINowfiriy  or  rather  M.D'jffer- 
heUty  has  miftaken  the  Khali fAl  fVdthek  for  the  Emr  Moham- 
nudEhn  AbtaUah  Ebn  Jtl  Jglab ;  efpecially  as  we  find  not  the 
leaft  intimation  of  Al  fVathek^i  having  undertaken  fuch  a  fi* 
ciUan  expedition  in  the  Tarikh  of  Abujaafar  A{  TabarL  Be 
that,  however,  as  it  will,' we  may  infer  from  Abulfeda^  that 
this  Mohammed  Ebn  Abiallah  Ebn  Al  Aglab  iirft  took  upon  ^ 
bimfelf  the  government  of  £/V//^,  and  aflumed  the  title  of  £m;> 
of  that  ifland,  the  prefent  year.  It  alfo  appears  from  the  Cbro^ 
ntcon  Siculum^  that  this  prince's  new  fubjed^s  were  greatly  in- 
fefted  by  vaft  fwarms  of  locufts  about  the  fame  time  ^. 

The  next  year,  being  the  229th  of  the  Mojlem  ara,  Alne  Nor* 
JVdthek  recalled  Alt  Ebn'Tahya  horn  Egypt ^  and  appointed  mans  iV 
fpt  Ebn  Manfur  to  prefide  over  that  country  in  his  room.'i/fl^/ 
KbalfEbn  Hejbdm  died  this,  and  Abu  Tamim  Ebn  Aws^  a  cc-  Spain  ; 
lebrated  poet  of  the  tribe  of  7iy,  the  preceding  year.  *  The 
Nwrmant  fent  a  fleet,  confifting  pf  fifty-four  large  (hips,  and 
as  many  gallies,  with  a  body  or  land-forces  on  board,  accord- 
ing to  KodmCy  at  this  time,  to  Lt/bony  in  order  to  drive  /ft- 
d'ah-abmdnEbn  AlHakerfty  the  weftern  Khali/y  out  of  Spain  p. 

In  the  230th  ytzc  of  thc^  Hejray  commQncxng  September  mnd  an 
1 8th,  844,  Abd'allab  Ebn  Thdber  Ebn  Hofein  departed  this^o^ni 
lifie;'  He  was  an  excellent  officer,  a  great  encourager  of  learned /r^w 
men,  particularly  poets,  and  had  been  fucceffively  governor  ^^^f^ 
of  Kborafdny  Sjrioy  and  Egypt.  *  This  year  the  Normansy  Abd'aU^ 
called  Magiani  hy  Abul/eday  advanced  with  a  formidable  w***"**^^ 
fleet,  and  a  powerful  body  of  troops  on  board,  from  Lijbon  r^^*'* 
to  SeviUe,  and  laid  fiegc  to  that  city.    From  thence' they 
moved  to  Cadis;,  and  attempted  to  make  themfelves  mafters 
of  that  place.  ^  fiut  being  repulfed  in  all  their  attacks  both 
upon  that  fortrefs  and   Sevilley  and  receiving  advice  that 
Abdahrabman  was  inarching  againft  them  at  die  head  of  a 
numerous  army,  attended  by  a ftrongfquadron  of  fhips, they 

•  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  Al  Now- 
Bf  a.  apud  O'Hcrbel.  ubi  fup.  Greg.  Abv^l-Farai,  uW  fap.  Ex- 
cerpt.  ex  chronol.  univ.  Ism*  Abulfed.  ex  codic.  Aramc.  MS.  in' 
Bibliotb.  Pivi  Laurent.  Efcurxal.  apud  Joan.  Baptift.  Carus.  ul^t 
iiip.  p*  1 8'. Chronic.  Sicul.  Arabic.  Cantabrigienf.  apud  Carus.  ohi 
fup.  p- 5-  **  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.    AlMakin,  ubi 

fup.  RoDBRic.  ToLETAN.  ubi  fop.  AlNowhr.  apud  D'Hcrbcl. 
-     fup.  Tarii^h  AlMacreb^  &^. 
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diottght  (it  to  retire  to  Lifbon  with  uncommoa  precipitatiooi 
and  were  finally  driven  from  thence  by  that  prince's  forces  with* 
out  any  confiderable  lofi  9. 
A  cartel       Thz  following  year^  being  the  231ft  of  the  Hf/ra^  beon- 
ftttlidhi'  ning  Septimhir  jxhj  845,  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  andne- 
tnvien  thi  demption  of  prtfoners  was  fettled^  according  to  Ahj/l-Tar^^ 
Chriftians  between  the  moflems  and  the  Chriftiam^  upon  dw  bai^  of  the 
mtulthi     river  M  Lames  y  the  Zamus  of  Ptolem^  about  a  day's  jouniey 
Modems,  from  Tar/us  in  Ciy/Wtf.   The  perfon  iuithj  MWitbek  to  goo- 
dufi  this  atEur  on  the  pan  of  the  A?ij/0!ffmx  was  one  JTA^y^^  an- 
eunuch,  who  received  orders  firom'liis  matter  not  to  redeem 
any  of  the  Mohamnudan  captiioes,  that  refufed  to  2Bat  die 
creation  of  the  JiC^r^fff,  and  would  not  deny  all  vifion  of  God 
in  paradife  by  the  corporeal  eye.  The  i/rff/prifoners  redeemed 
on  this  occafion  amounted  to  4460  meny  befldes  800  womca 
and  children,  and^bout  100  belonging  to  the  Khaljfs  allies^ 
who  all  entered  the  M^Jlem  camp  on  the  tenth  &y  of  the 
month  Al  Marram.    Mobartk,  ^at  Jrai  mufmui^  jOmSt' 
Hub  YuJefEhn  Yahja  MBwuiiiU^  a  dildple  of  the  famgoiT 
'  Sa^h  who  was  incarcerated  for  denying  the  creation  of  te 
JSCWtf,  and  Bin  Jl  JtraU^  a  oekbraied  philologer  .of  Q^ 
who  left  many  learned  prodiiAions  behind  him,  died  this  yei^. 
A  body  kA  AllVc^biVz  troops,  in  the  winter,  made^an  inop* 
tion  into  the  Chrtftian  provinces^;  but  were  foon  ohligQd  to  le- 
tiie  by  the  feveri^  of  the  feafon,  and  the  enemy^s  dci^cb- 
Hients  fent  againft  them.    Of  the  Jraii  aoo  periihed  widi 
cold,  as  many  were  taken  prifoners,  and  a  great  siumhcr 
drowned  in  tYiU'BaJandin ',  fo  that  theXitf/yfuffaincd.apreBy 
confiderable  lofs  in  this  uhfortuaate  expedition '. 
AHWi*       The  next  year,  being  the  a^ad  of  the  H^ra^  Ae  M^km 
\  defeated  alaurge  body  of  the  Snilian  forces  near  Jfasia,  caHed 
atprefentby  the  natives  Cafir^  GhwtmihJkDii^pot  J90CO  ef 
.them  to  the  fword»    After  which,  they  fcixcd  upoathat  loit- 
tckj  as  well -as  the  adjacent  territory liependent  upon  it.  Thqr 
alfafortified  the  citadels  otModikabi  the  iMi^fcar,  ^r  Matfcg^ 
4ii'PtQlimjf^  and  the  'M%iica  of  theinodems,  which  they  bad 
reduced  the  preceding  year^   'ThtXhaltf  M  WAbdk  died  m 
the  twenty- third,  or  the  twenty-fourth,  day  of  the  maud 
'Pht^lbajjay  and  his  ^brother  Jl  Motawakkd  faid  the  fiancnl 
fetvice  over  him .    With  regard  to  the  caufe  of  his  deafhyjv- 
thors  are  net  agreed.    We  are  told  by  ^a^/idb  aad  JU^ 

'^  Abu  J'Aafar  Al  Tabar.  ALl^Aaiv.  ubi  fop.  p.  i^^ 
AtNoWEiaiy  'Rofrfiuc.  Tox^rsAH.  ubifnp.  Abulfkd.  adaa. 
flej.  ^30. '  ^  Grbo.  AbuVFaraj»  abi  fop.  GoLit  aoL 

*d  Alfragan..p.  253.  Abvlfbd.  ^  an.  Hcj.  231.  Gaoao.Ci* 
dben.  ubi  fap.  p.  541,  &c.  Joan.  ZoNiCR.  aanal*  lib. xri- 
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Fitajf  tMty  being  troubled  With  the  itoffy^  he  con^ved  fik 
ibme  ttme  in  a  ftove^ind  found.hiiitfe]f  thereby  grtatiy  fdieve<t| 
#faich  induced  htm  to  ftatyAn  it,  heated  fhote  tteih  ofual,  the 
next  dar  longer  diin^fore*    Thi»,  continiie  the  fame  wri« 
tasy  affeddl  him  in  fuch  a  ihatiner,  that  he  eiipired  up6n  thift 
^^ ;  thot^  hb  attendants  Were  not  fcnfible  of  Ms  dc^ath,  till 
ihey.viieWed  him  liielefs  in  his  litter.    On  the  other  hand,  wm 
art  informed  by  Jbu  Jaafar  Al  Tnhitrij  thut,  blAng  exireitielf  •    • 
iddidod  to  Tenery,  he  Orde^  his  phyflcisin  f6  prepaie  hiiH 
ibme  provocatives,  aind  thofe  of  die  moft  poWerfUkind.  Tho 
dodor,  uAvidlling  to  Comply  with  his  cotnihands^  reprefente^ 
that  they  would  prove  of  fiital  conicquence  to  him.  Riywevery 
die  Kbalif  perfifiing  in  bis  rcfolution,  the  phyfidan  ailul^ 
htm,  that  tf  he  would  take  only  three  dnidtms  cf  lion's  fleft 
properly  prepared  in  red  vinegar,  it  would  produce  the  defirt4 
dSdBL    This  provocative,  therefore,  he  inade  ufe  of  in  his 
Atnk,and  it  foon  put  a  period  to  his  days.  A  little  before  Mi 
death,  faBine  proftrate  on  the  ground,  he  btlrft  out  into  die  foU 
toWing'ejacmatioD^  O  beavinly  kiHg^  v)hdfe  reign  isetefnal^  baV$ 
Htircylipdn  a  poor  frinci^  wheft  riignisjbding  and  tronftt^  I 
He  &t  on  the  Mojlem  throne  five  years,  nitie  months,  and  fiM 
days,  or,  as  others  will  have  ity  five  years,  feven  -months,  and 
thirtfeen  days.    Some  authors  relate,  that,  whilft  the  pedpte 
Welre  aflbmbled  after  his  death  to  eied  his  fucteflbr  M  A4i9ta^ 
toakkH^  alitard,  or  rather  newt,  cameoiitofthegard^  ad« 
jbining  to  the  palace,  plucked  out  his  eyes,  and  ^^ily  de^ 
iroored  them;   and  that  this  was  not  perceived  before  hit 
body  was  wa(hed,  in  order  to  be  hiterred.    With  regard 
tk>  his  perfon,  he  was  of  a  fair  omiplexlon,  a  middle  fta* 
tore,  and  had  a  very  broad  breaft.     His  beard  was  alfo  e)c<- 
trcmely  thick  and  bulhy,  and  he  had  a  Whife  fycA  in  Ma 
Mght  eye«    As  to  his  difpofition,  he  .was  a  prince  of  great  ho* 
npur,  valiant,  an  admirer  t>f  the  Arab  foetry^  and  a  munifi* 
tent  ^eWarder  of  thofe  who  excelled  in  that  branch  of  litera- 
'  ture*    In  moft  points  of  condtid,  he  imitated  his  uncle  M   | 
VUarnuHj  particularly  in  his  attachment  to  the  iedof  the  Mi* 
temalites.    He  confirmed  the  edt£l  made  by  Al  ManAn  fetec- 
irtg  to  the  creation  of  the  Koran^vLttd  perfeeuted  v^th  uncom^* 
gnon  barbari^  all  who  prefumed  to  maintain  the  contrary  opi- 
nion.   This  greatly  alienated  his  fubjeds  from  him ;  -which  * 
encouraged  Aimed  Ebn  Najfer  Ebn  M&Uc^  fuTttSimtd  Al  Kho» 
faij  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  of  thofe  dofiors  who  bore 
the  title  of  Al  Hafedh^  that  is  to.fa][,  the  preferver  of  the 
Prophetic  Traditions,  enteted  into  a  confpiracy  againft 
hitn*     Hiis  do£^or  found  means  to  engage  many  of -the  prin« 
cipai  lords  of  Baghdad^  and  feveral  other  dodors,  in  an  av 
tempt  to  dethrone  Al  fFitbei^  pxid  to  fix  bimfelf  upon  the  ^ 
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MoJUm  throne.    But  the  cenfpiracy  being  difcovered  by  die 
governor  of  Baghdadj  he  feized  Ahnud  in  his  own  houfe  the 
day  before  it  was  to  be  carried  into  execution,  suad  (ent  him  in 
irons  to  Samorra^  or  Sarra  Manray^  then  the  refidence  of  Ae 
Khalif,  Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  was  immediately  btoug^t 
into  Alfrdtbfi*s  prefence,  who,  without  laying  a  word  of  the 
confpiracy,  prefled  him  to  aflert  the  creation  of  the  Koran  ^ 
which  he  refuting  to  do^  and  abfolutely  perfifting  in  the  com* 
mon  fentiment  of  the  orthodox  MoJIetns^  who  unanimoufly 
admit  the  eternity  of  that  book,  the  Khfillfw^s  (o  enraged, 
that  he  inftantly  drew  his  fcymitar,  and  cut  off  the  traitorV 
bead  with  hi&  own  hands  *. 
He  im'"        It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  AlJVdibek  imitated  in  all 
iatsd  in     things  his  uncle  Al  Mamun,    He  was  therefore  extreriiely  de- 
all  things  lighted  with  the  fiudy  of  the  fciences,  and  not  a  little  careflcd 
kis  uncle    all  men  of  letters.  He  was  alfo  liberal  and  charitable  to  a  mat 
Al  Ma-     degree,  having  taken  great  cai:e  that  no  poor  people  fhouU  be 
snun.        found  in  any  part  of  his  vaft  dominions ;  infomuch  that  not  a 
fingle  beggar  was  to  In:  met  with,  through  the  whole  courfcof 
his  reign,  either  at  ^^r^a  or  Medifia^    He  was- particularly 
fond  of  aftrology,  and  having  in  his  laft  illnefs  conferred  widi 
fome  of  his  wife  men,  who  were  the  moft  famed  for  their  ftiU 
in  that  art,  upon  confulting  his  horofcope,  they. affured  him, 
that,  from  the  prefent  moment,  his  reign  fliovld  be  continued 
fifty  years  ;  .though  he  is  faid  not  to  have  lived  above  ten  days 
after  the  predi£iion.     The  principal  of  thefe  aftrologei?  was 
\Al  Ha/an  Ebn  Sahel  Ehn  Nubakkt,.    This  occurrence  has 
been  mentioned  .both  by  the  Arab  and  Perfian  hiftorians  «. 
His  death      Ak  oriental  writer  likewiie  relates,  that  Ahmed  l^hn  Nazif 
freii&ed  having  been  thrown  into  prifon,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  acknow« 
h  ^  ^*'    ledge  the  creation  of  the  K$rdn^  ^nd  the  impofTibility  of  fee- 
markable  ipg  GoD  hereafter  in  paradife  with  corporeal  eyes,  received 
dream.      ftom  the  good  company  he  foqn^  in  the  place  of  his  confine- 
ment no  fmall  degree  of  confolation.     For,  Mohammed  Ehn 
HammddEbnAbd*almaUcAl  Z/y/i/,  the  Kbaltfs  ^i/fr,  who  perfe? 
cuted  the  Sonnites  in  a  cruel  manner,  filled  all  the  prifons  pJF 
Samarra  with  orthodox  MoJUnn.  Amongft  thefe  tl^ere;  was  one 
JhmedEbn  Ifrdil^  a  famous  aflrologer ;  to  whom,  as  well  as  to 
many  others  of  his  fellow-prifoners,  Ahmed  Ebn  NauSr  related, 

•  Chronic.  Sicul.  Arabic.  Cantabrigjenf  Filip.  Parvt*  FtciI 
geograph.  lib.  iii.  cap.  4.  Abu  Jaafar^AlTabar.  Al  MakiiC, 
tibi  fup.  Ism.  Abulped.  ad  an.  Hej.  232.  Greg.  Asu'c-pAaAi; 
*ubi  fup.  p.  258.  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  444.,  445.  KiioNbBitiRi 
Vide  ctiam  D^Hereel.  ubi  fup.^.  91 1  -    <  Jamai  o^ddim 
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that  t  phantom  had  appeared  to  him  in  his  dream  the  preceding 
night,  and  afliired  him  that  Al  IFathek  (hould  die  in  a  month's  . 
time.  The  aftrologer  then  being  defired  to  calculate  that 
prince's  nativity,  in  order  to  difcover  what  truth  there  was  in 
this  nodlurnal  predi^on,  refufed  to  be  concerned  in  fo  dange* 
rous  an  affair.  However,  the  laft  day  of  the  month  being 
-•'  come,  he  faid  to  jfhmed  Ebn  Nazir^  "  What  do  you. fay  now. 
^  of  your  dream,  fince  the  term  ^inted  out  by  your  phan- 
**  torn  is  almoft  expired  ?"  To  which  Ahmtd  replied)  Many 
things  may  Jlill  happen  bifire  the  conclujion  of  the  approaching 
night.  After  which,  about  the  fecond  watch  of  the  fame  night, 
a  coniiderable  number  of  people  arrived  at  the  prifon-door, 

-  with  advice  of  the  Khalif\  deceafe  ".  ^        , 

Other  authors  inform  us,  that  AllVathek^  by  eating  and  0««  •/  a 
'  drinking  to  great  excels,  and  that  frequently  when  he  had  t^drop/y^  «<- 
appetite  at  all,  together  with  his  immoderate  ufe  of  women,  ^^^^ing  /• 

-  brought  himfelf  into  a  dropfy;  of  which  he  was  cured  by  a/^^^  e/^/^/ 
celebrated  phyficran  of  Nifabur^  who  advifed  him  to  live  more  '^f*"* 
temperately  for  the  future,  as  a  relapfe  muft  prove  fatal  to  him.  *"''"'^''''* 
But  notwithftanding  this  falutary  advice,  the  JChalif  Coon  be* 

gan  to  purfue  his  former  irregular  courfe  of  life,  and  was  con* 
.  fisquently  in  a  ihort  time  affltded  with  the  fame  diftemper,  of 
which,  in  conformity  to  the  dodoi's  predidtion,  he  died  within 
the  fpace  of  a  very  few  months  w. 

One  of  the  fame  authors  remarks,  that  the  KhalifAl  Tf^a-  Ifsuia  - 
tbek  had  fo  terrible  an  eye,  that  having  a  little  before  his  death  ^^gry  ter^ 
caft  an  angry  glance  of  it  upon  one  of  his  domeftics,  who  had  ribh  eye. 

,  been  guilty  of  fome  fault,  the  man  was  inftantly  out  of  coun- 
tenance, and  fell  backwards  upon  another  pcrfon  that  flood  at 
9.  fmall  difiance  from  him.     Which  very  eye,  by  a  moft  ex- 

.  traordinary  accident,  was  plucked  out  of  the  Khalrf^  head, 
according  to  this  writer,  by  an  animal  refembling  a  pole- cat, 
that  flipt  between  his  face  and  a  linca- cloth  which  covered  it, 

.  wbilft  he  lay  dead  in  the  palace  ^. 

Some  of  the  Arab  hiftorians  haveobferved,  that  AlTFathek  Other 
himfelf  was  a  tolerable  good  poet,  as  well  as  a  rewarder  o^partUu- 
thoie  who  excelled  in  drawing  up  poetical  compofitions  ;  that  ^^rt  re- 
he  fung  well,  and  had  an  excellenit  voice.     He  made,  in  th^  fating  t$ 
fecond  year  of  his  reign,  one  Sergius^  who  had  been  a  great*'*'* 

,  enemy  to  thofc  of  his  own  communion,  and  was  for  that  rea- 

.  fbn' very  difagrecable  to  them,  patriarch  of  Jerufalemy  where 
he  refided  in  that  capacity  fixteen  years.     He  like  wife  filled 

.  the  patriarchal  fee  oiAntioch^  which  became  vacant  iri  the  fixth 

°    JAMALO^DDIN  MOHAMM£D  AtiiWKI,   ubi  fup.  .   ^    Ah- 

ifED  Ebr  Mohammed  Abd'aljaafar  Al  Kazwini,  Miri^- 

.  BOND.   JaLAU,  XiiONDEMIRy  &C.  *    AhMED  £bN  Mo- 

MAMM^o  Abp'aljaafar  Al  KAZvy^^m,  U^bi  fup. 


^  yoar  of  bis  KbdUfat^  with  one  Nicholas^  who  prefided  bver  die 
Cftrj/^Mnux  there  twen^-lbxee  years..  Wemuftnpcfoigpttore- 
mailc,  that  the  ahave-jneBdooed  Al  Uafan  Ebn  Sabel  J^ 
Kubakbt  was  the  greateft  -aftronomer,  as  well  as  aftiologprf  of 
the  age  in  which  be  lived,  and  wrooe  a  creatife  upon  tbp  Afnv^^ 
or  manfions  of  the.  moon.  With  ceeard  to  this  KJbattf^t  au- 
n^r^  and  fervaots,  Mob(nmned.  Ehn  Hammad  Eb,^^  Mfabaiiu 
AlZiyat  was  his  principal  coiinfeUor,  or  Vifiri  the  Cilpt^jjn  of 
hi^  guards  IJhak  Ehu  Ibrahim  -,  hl^  chief  judge  Jbmed  mu  Am 
Dawd;  and  his  chamberlains  Aytikt  tbe3»nf,  his  freed  man, 
Bagd^  the  7«ri,  his  menial  fervant,  /^i^,  the  7i/ri,  his  freed- 
iiian»  Atchflmmed  Elm  Hammad  Ebn  Dankajby  Anhub^  his-fer- 
vant^  Ahmed  Ebn  Amer^  and  Mfihammid  Ebn  Jfim  M  ^^i^tdU 
The  firft  4ay  of  his  reign  was  Friday^  and  the  laft  tyuUufiey. 
The  inicription  of  his  feal  was,  God  is  the  c^nfidpscg  rf  iX 
Wathek.  v  Some  writers  make  him  to  have  hficn  thirty-twoy 
others  thirty-four,  and,  laflly,  ojthers  thirty-fix,  yean  of  ^ 
mt  the  time  of  his  deceafe  ^. 

SECT.    XXXL 

.Bi  isfu€»    A  L  Wathek's  death  was  no  fooner  known  than  his  bo- 

eeeded  hy   '^  ther  Al  Afotawakkel  Akfllah  was  faluted  KbdUf  by  tbe 

his  br$ihtr  people  of  Samarra^  and  afterwards  acknowledged  as  fu^  1^  aD 

Al  Mou-  the  provinces  of  the  empire.  Hi§  mother  Shi^d,  jUMiti^uit 

wakkel.    concuhine,  was  of  Khtuwirazmian  extradion.  Abmei  Ehm  Jkm 

IXawd^  Al  Wathek* s  principal  judge,  Mohammed  Ehn 

£hnAid'almaUcAlZiydt,h\sf1j!r,zndfFas^^thernrkyt^  ^ 

with  feveral  other  leading  men,  at  iirft  had  an  inten&um  to 

proclaim  Mohammed^  furnamed  AlMobtadiy  Aiffttebel^s  Coa, 

Khaltfi  but  /f^i(/* afterwards  obje&ing  to  Uiis,  on  account  of 

his  tender  years,  they  dropped  their  defign,  and  agreed  to  is- 

vefi  Jaafar  Ahu'l  Fail  Al  Motawakkel  Ala'llab  Ehn  jflJtiU- 

fim^  the  late  Khalifs  brother,  then  about  twency-fix  years  of 

age,  with  the  imperial  dignity.    The  new  KhaUfxtmoftA  the 

governor  of  Egypt  from  his  office,  foon  after  his  acceffion,  and 

conferred  upon  Anbab^  one  of  his  friends,  that  lucrative  poft  *. 

Wasif  ^/-     As  Al  mohtadij  AlJVathek'^  fon,  was  incapable  of  offici* 

termini    ating  pQblickly  in  the  mofque,  on  account  of  hb  teqdcr  m^ 

ebe  eboice  ff^astfy  upon  mature  deliberation,  jthoughfhe  Ihould  be  gfou^ 

rf  the       of  a  great  fin,  if  he  concurred  with  the  other  principal  ofico 

graudea    of  the  empire  in  advancing  that  young  priiKe  to  the  din^ 

infaveur  ^f  lfn{^ .  and  therefore  determined  theit  choice  of  a  mt* 

^^^^^' reign  pontiflF,  who  was  to  be  emperor  of  the  faithful,  in  fc- 

y  ^BV  fAAFAKAl^TABAlt.  Al  MaKIN,  ubl  fttp.   p.  147*  Sv* 

TYCH.  ttbi  fop.  Greg.  Abv*l*Fara7,  ubi  fup.  >  Abv 

Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  147,  148.  Euttck. 
ubi  flip.  p.  4^6,447.  Gaac  Abv'l'Faraj,  uU  fop.  p.  259. 

wui 


€.i.      ^      fbi  mjhry  rf  the  Arafet.  4|« 

Vour  of  jtl  MsknuaUteL  This  W^astfoomvomiiKA  the  body  of 
Turiifi  troor^y  er  rather  the  TurkiJB  irregulars,  firft  fi^jt  oa 
foot  by  the  Kbalyf  Al  Mitaftm ;  which  gave  g^eat  weight  to 
his  reprelentations,  and  enabled  him  the  more  eai3y  to  carry 
his  point,  notwithftanding  the  vaft  influence  oiMohammid  Ehn 
Hammi  Ehn  Jbialmalcc  Jl  Zsyat,  the  late  KbaHfs  Vtfir^  on 
fhis  ioiportant  occafion  *• 

MoHAMMBD  EbnHammlad  Ebn  Abd'alacaibc  AtMohuft* 
ZiYAT  having  treated  Jl  M9tawakkel*il\  in  his  brother's  lifi^medl  Eba 
time,  that  prince  refented  the  injuriesbe  had  then  met  with,  foon  Abd'al- 
after  he  afcended  the  Moflem  throne.    He,  therefore,  Tent  him  m^ec  Al 
to  prifon  in  the  year  of  the  H^ra  233,  and  ordered  a  pc^fonZiyit^lf^* 
to  keep  him  awajLe  there  for  feveral  day^.  and  nights  together/* 'j^^ 
'MA4mmii\mti%  after  this  fuSered  to  take-fome  repofe,  flept'f^^^ 
^  whole  day  and  a  niaht  %  and,  after  he  awoke,  was  thrown  ^^'  ordat. 
into  an  iron-furnace,  lined  with  fpikes,  or  large  nails,  heated 
led-bot,  where  he  was  miferably  burnt  to  death.    Some  au-        .     ^ 
thors,  however,  relate,  that  he  received  fifty  ftripes  itpon  his* 
belly,  and  as  many  upon  his  back,  and  foon  after  expired. 
This  couniellor,  or  Vifir^  fpoke  his  mother*  tongue  fluently 
and  properly,  and  was  extremely  well  vericd  in  the  Arah 
^^mmwc  and  {toetry.    fiut  he  was  haughty,  fooliih,  vain* 
glorious,  iniquitous  in  his  condud,  and  intirely  void  of  com- 
paffion.    He  was  likewife  a  ftrangqr  to  modefty,  e^cefiively 
fond  of  power,  and  covetous  to  the  laft  degree.  He  never  did 
any  perfon  a  good  ofliccf,  frequently  faying  that  pity  was  a  na« 
tural  weaknefi,  and  liberality  folly.    It  appears  from  Ibme  of 
the  Ar€ib  writers,  that  he  compofed  verfes  during  his  confine* 
jnent,  though  none  of  thefe  have  been  handed  down  to  us* 
The  new  Jr&iSf/*appointed  his  Ton  Al  Montafer  to  prefide  over 
the  peninfula  of  the  Aral^s ;  and,  about  the  fame  time^  Abu 
T^aiaria  Tahfa  Ebn  Moain  Ebn  AMfn  Al  BaghdaMy  a  famous 
Hiftdh  and  Imamy  and  a  difciple  of  Al  Shafeiy  departed  this 
life,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age.    The  Mojltms  reduced  Le&n^ 
tini^  the  Lentint  of  the  modems,  called  by  the  Arabs  Lenti' 
naby  and  made  a  farther  progrefs.in  the  conqueft  of  Sicily^  du* 
jiiig^&e  courfe  of  this  year  ^. 

iHB  following  year,  ihz  Aghhhe  Arabs^  kxA^A  in  Sicily^fhg^iflm 
•made  ^emfeWes  mafters  of  the  city  of  Raguja  with  very  in*  tm  Mof- 
tonfiderable  lofs.    About  the  lame  time  died  Ahu  Kbaitjha7nab\tm$  takt 
Zobr^  a  fiimeus  Sorniiu  dodor.  All  Ebn  jfbd^^illah  Ebn  Jttafar^  Ragufa. 
'u  celebrated  H&fidh^  and  Mdhamnud  Ebn  Mcbajbary  a  Afoia^ 
xaUte  bf  Baghdad.  The  KbaHfAl  Moutwakkely  after  the  death 
^f  M4bqnuMd  Ebn HammadEbm  AbdobnaUc  Al  Ziydu  began 

*  KHOBoaiiia*  ^  Aa^  JAArAa  Al  Tabab.  Al  Ma- 

kin,  obi  fop.  p.  148.  AavLrsD.  in  chron.  adan.Hej.  233.  Chro- 
njc.  ^icuL  Arab.  Caatabrigienf.  Mil.  lib.  ii.  cap.  7.  Plxn.  lib- 
ail.  csap.  8.  Ptol.  obi  fup.  Fii.  Parvt.  ubi  fep.-  ro 
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^  to  think  of  allaying  the  heats  raifed  amongft  the  Mejlems  by  his 

predeceilbrs  Jlmitafem  and  AlWothek^  who  perfecuted  widi 
great  cruelty  thofe  that  refufed  to  embrace  the  tenets  of  the 
MStazalites,  A  famine  this  year  made  terrible  havock  atnongft 
the  Arabs  in  Sicily  c. 
A\  Mota-      In  the  year  of  the  Hejra  235,  feveral  remarkable  occur- 
vrakkel     rences-  happened  amongft  the  eaftern  MoJIems.     The  Kba&f 
fettles  tht  Jl  Moiawakkel  fettled  the  fucceifion  firft  upon  his  eldeft  iba 
fuccejffion    Al  MontaJeTy  after  him  upon  his  fecond  fon  i// ^o'/^z,  and, 
*^  ^'^  .  finally,  upon  his  third  fon  Al  Mowaiad,     He  alfo  gave  each  of 
fonsynndts^^^^  two  banners,  or  ftandards,  a  black  one  and  a  white 
^^#?  L     ^"^  5  ^^^  former  of  which  diftinguiflied  them'  as  heirs  appa- 
Chr'-        '^"^  ^^  ^^^  crown,  and  the  latter  as  their  father's  viceeerenis» 
ftians        ^^^  ^*^  ^^  government  of  the  empire  divided  amon^  them. 
To  Al  Montafer  the  Khalif  affigned  Africa^  iFrom  Artjb  in 
Egypt  to  t\it  moftWdern  limits  of  that  vaft  trad,  as  like- 
wife  the  provinces  of  Kinnifrin^  Al  Sharrtj  or  Syria^  Mejipetg* 
mt'ay  Diyar  Becr^  Diyar  Kabta^  Mawfel^  or  Moful^  titMj 
A  I  Ayat^  Al  Khabtlr,  Karkhia^  Tecrit^  the  region  bordering  ap- 
on  the  Tigris  J  Mecca  ^nd  Medina,  AlTaman,  Hadramaut^  Ttf- 
wama^  Bahrein^  M  Sind,  or  Sindia,  Ahwdz^  SarraManray,  Cufi^ 
Mdfeiddtt,  Al  Hajran,  Sharuzur,  Kom,  Kafan^  said  A/ yttal^ 
with  its  dependencies.   •  To  Al  Ma' tax  he  affigned  Kberafia^ 
Tabrejlan,  Ray^  PerJiOy  Armenia.^  and  Adberbijdn,  And  lafily, 
on  Al  Mowaiad  he  conferred  the  provinces  oiDimiJhk^  or  2>d* 
mafcus,  Hemsj  Al  Ordan,  and  Palejline,  This  divilion  has  been 
.  .celebrated  by  the-^r^^poet  Ibrahim EbnAlAbbaSy{omc  of  wiicrfe 
verfes  have  been  preferred  by  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari.     AIM^ 
^    tdivakkil  alfo  about  this  time  commanded  all  the  Chrlftjians  and 
Jews  in  his  dominions  to  wear  a  leathern  girdle,  called  by 
the  Arabs  zonar,  and*a  fort  of  badge  on  their  doaths,  in  or* 
der  to  diftinguifh  them  from  the  Mojlems*    He  likewiie  forbad 
'  them  to  make  ufe  of  iron  ftirrups,  and  injoined  them,  ac^ 
cording  to  EutyckiuSj  to  paint  the  figures  of  devils,  or  elfe  of 
hogs  and  apes,  on  the  doors  of  their  houfes ;  which,  as  the 
fame  writer  will  have  it,  was  occafioned  by  the  imprudent  con- 
du6t  of  Bakhtifljuay  the  Khalif*^  phyfician,  a  ChriJUan^  who 
had  incurred  his  mafter*s  difpleafure.     About  this  t&me,  one 
Mahmud  Ebn  Faraj,  a  famous  impoftor,  pretended  to  be 
Mofes  refufcitated,  and  plaid  his  part  fo  well  thatfeveni 
people  believed  on  him,    and  attended  him  when  he  ws 
brought  before  the  KhaUf  Al  MotawakkeL    That    priiKCi 
having  beerl  an  ear-witnefs  of  his  extravagant  difcourfes,  con- 
demned him  to  receive  ten  buffets -from  every  one  of  his  fW- 
lov^ers,  and  then  to  be  drubbed  to  death  y  which  was  accord- 
irigly  executed ;  and  his  difciples  were  imprifbned  till  they 

^  Chronic.  Sic. Arab.  Can tabrig.   Khondemir,  Abulpeo.  in 
.   chroD.  ad  an.  He}.234.»  Vide  etiam  D*Herb.  Bibl.  or.  p.  640,91 1. 


cane  to  their  right  minds.    Ha/an  Ebn  Sahtly  Ifimk  Mb  lira*  ' 

him  M  Satdiy  the  mufictaji,  and  AbdalUA  Ebn  Raghbatiy  the 
poet,  died  the^prefent  year  ^.  / 

TH£4iext  year,  being  the  year  of  the  M^ra  236,  com-  T'ArKha-' 
mencing  July  15th,  850,  thisA&7/(^,  who  had  openly  At-Widtfimn* 
dawd  himfetf  an  enemy  to  the  faoufe  of  i//r,  fbrhad  his  fub-  Unancn 
jcfis,  tinder  the  fevereft  penalties,  to  go  on  pilgrimage  to  the  thepofie^ 
'tomb  of  that  Imam.    Soon  after  which,  he  ordered  the  fe-  ritjt/A3k 
pulchre  of  Hofiin^  Jli's  ion,  called  in  jfraiic  majbhad  Hofnn^ 
in  the  plains  of  J&rirA^,  where  that  Imam  was  killed,  to  be  in- 
tireiy  rased ;  and,  in  order  the  more  effe£hially  t6  efiace  all 
treoes  of  it,   he  was  refolved  not  to  content  himfelf  with 
ploughing,  or  breaking  up,  the  ground  on  which  it  flood,  but    . 
UKwife  to  draw  a  canal  of  water  over  it.    However,  if  we 
will  believe  the  Sbiites^  he  could  not  carry  his  defign  into  exe- 
aition ;  the  water  not  approaching  the  tomb,  but  keeping  its 
difbuice  out  of  reiped.    Hence  that  water  was  denominated 
Hair^  which  fignifies  afionijbed  and  rifp€&ful\  a  name  which 
has  fince  been  applied  to  the  fepulchfe  itfelf,  on  account  of  this 
miracle.    Notwithftanding  which,   Ibme  pretend^  diat  the 
place  of  Hofiiffs  interment  was  always  unknown  *. 

Wx  are  told  by  an  eaftern  author,  in  conformity  to  the  this  Klit« 
SbUtg  traditions,  that  the  night  after  Jtl  Motawakhl  had  iflued  lif*/  death 
this,  impious  order,  he  iaw  AU  in  a  dream,  who  reproached  fn^Std 
lujB  with  the  outrages  offered  to  his  family,  and  gave  him'*^^^^)^* 
ftvca  blows  with  the  famous  fword  DbuH-Fakar^  ufed  by  the  ^^^ditfg 
Iprophet  himfelf  in  all  his  engagements,  after  the  battle  of  ^  |jj^^ 
Badr^  which  he  held  in  his  hand.    This,  according  to  one  ^^W»* 
•of  his  wife  men,  well  verfed  in  the  interpretation  of  dreams, 
portended  fome  fignal  difafter  to  him,  that  fiiould  happen 
l>y  way  of  puniihment  for  the  hatred  he  bore  AU  and  his 
dftfeendants.    And,  in  eonfequence  of  this  jR-edidion,  conti* 
nues  the  fame  writer,  the  Khaltf  was  ailaffinated  two  days 
after  by  fome  Turks,,  at  the  inftigation  of  his  eldeft  fon  At 
Af9Ht4ifer\  who,  after  the  perpetration  of  this  horrid  parri- 
c:ide,  commanded  fome  of  his  fervants  to  colle£l  the  pieces 
into  which  his  father^s  bodj^  had  been  cut.    Thefe  amount* 
ing  to  feven,  that  prince  from  thence  inferred,  that  the  mur- 
der had  been  clearly  foretold  by  the  preceding  dream,  which 
iras  mofl  evidently  verified  by  that  Magical  event.    But  here 
.it  may  not  be  improper  to.  obferve,  that  this  Shiite  fidion 
muft  neceilarily  be  exploded  by  all  perfons  of  the  leaft  pene- 

'  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.    Al  MAtiN*  abi  fup.  p.  i49«  ^ 
Gitso.  AbvVFaraj,  ubi  fop.  p.  2J9.  Eutych.  ubi  Tap.  p.  448, 
449.   £bn  Shohh ah.  Ism.  Abulfsd.  ubi  fup,  *  Khondb- 

tiiRy  Gato.  AbvVFaraj,  abi  fop.  p.  260.  MS.  Hunt.  00m.  495. 
in  Bibl.  Bqdl.  .Okod. 
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.  tratien ;  fince  Al  Metawakker^  ed'rds,  mentioned  here,  pic- 

^  ceded  at  kaft  eleven  years  the  aflaifination  of  that  prince  ^ 

Jrehillion     In  tKc  yqar  of  the  Hejra  237,  beginning  July,^xhy  851, 

.  in  Aiinc-  the  Khali/ (cnt  YufefEbn  Mohammed  to  preiide  over  Armiik 

&ia.  and  Adherbijan ;  Who,  upon  his  arrival  at  Ekbldij  or  Aiblst^ 

caufed  Bokrdt  Ebn  AJh0y  an  Armenian  nobleman,  to  be  fc- 

cured,  and  fent  in  chains  to  Al  MotawakkeL     This  (b  in- 

cenfed  the  noblefle  of  Armenia^  that,  in  conjun£Uon  witk 

Mufa^  who  had  married  Bokrdi's  daughter,  they  aflcmblcd  1 

body  of  troops,  in  order  to  take;  vengeance  of  Yufef  Ebn  M^ 

hammed  for  the  affront  he  bad  offered  them.     Coming  up, 

therefore,  with  him  at  the  caftle  of  Mufi)^  they  attacked  hiia 

with  fuch  bravery,  that,  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  tfa^ 

:  intirely  defeated  him,  and  put  both  him  and  the  forces  he  com- 
manded to  the  fword.    The  Khaljf  no  (oonei  received  adnoc 

,  of  this  unexpeded  rebellion,  than  he  fent  Bogdy  the  Taji, 
with  an  army  to  fupprefs  it ;  which  he  did  ef^edually,  and 
fully  revenged  Tufef\  death,  killing  above  30,000  of  .the  it- 

.  bels,  and  taking  a  vafl  nuciiber  of  them  prifbners.  After  this, 
he  adyapced  to  Tejlu^  a  city  of  Georgia^  that  had  affificdds 
rebels,  laid  fiege  to  it,  and  in  a  (hort  time  reduced  it  toaibcs, 
together  with  50,000  of  its  inhabitants,  who  all  periflied  in 
the  flames.  Yufef%  defeat  happened  in  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  Ramadan^  and  th(>€xtin6lion  of  the  rebellioii,  as 
well  as  the  deftrudiion  of  7>/?//,  confequendal  to  that  event, 
.. .  v  foon  after.     About  this  time,  died  Hatem  Al  A/am  Al  j^ittt, 

a  celebrated  Mojlem  (2\iit.  The  fame  year,  Al  Mot^nvakkdd^ 
pointed  Mohammed  Ebn  /fhd*allah  Ebn-  Tbaher  Ebn  Ib/ehtxa 
prefide  over  Al  Sarta^  the  diftridts  of  Al  Sawady  and  the  ter- 
ritory of  Baghdad.     Either  this  or  the  preceding  year,  J^ 

.  d*alrahman  paved  the  ftreets  of  Corduha  in  Spain  with  ftooe, 
and  l^uilt  an  aquedu£l,  with  leaden  pipes,  wbich^  copiodlf 
fupplied  thkt  city  with  water  from  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains.    The  prefent  year  alfo,  according  to  Abtdfuut^  Jlr-i 
hammed  Ebn  Ahiallao  Ebn  Al  Aglab  died  in  Sicily  after  he 
had  reigned  thereabout  nine  years,  in  the  month  of  JijneL\ 
He  was  fucceeded  by  Al  Abbas  Ebn  Al  Abbas  Ebn  Al  red 
Ebn  Takub  Ebn  Nazara^  who  fubdued  many  places  in  Sid^ 
and  overthrew  the  Chrijiians  near  Enna^  ^hich^  by  reafoo  d 
its  furprizing  flrength,  they  had  made  the  capital  «of  their 
part  of  the  ifland,  inflead  of  Sytacufe,     This  fignal  vidoffi 
which  was  gained  on  Thurfday^  the  fifteenth  day  ofte 
month  of  Shawdl^  the  prefent  year,  put  Al  Abbas  in  pcftf- 
iioa  of  EnnOy  where  he  ere£led  a  mofque  for  the  ule  of  Ae 
Mcjlemsthzi  were  fettled  there.     This  defeat  given  -tbcClr*- 

V  ^  JAMALo'noiN  MoHkiAu^n hh hv/Ki^xXiJami Al Hak«'Ut%A 

Lame  Al  Ra^vMiat,  Greg.  AauY-FAaAj,  ubi  fup.  p.  260,  261. 
Ism.  Abulf£d.  ubi  fup.  //dc, 
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jfiiam^  according  to  Ahulfeda^  in.  the  year  of  the  Hejra  237, 
Ikems  to  be  no  other  than  that  mentioned  by  the  Cambrtdgt 
€)iir$nicon'y  as  happening  about  five  years  before.  But  whether 
the  writer  of  that  Chromchtt,  or  Abulfeda^  whofe  authority  is 

'  undoubtedly  of  great  weight  with  regard  to  all  the  Mojletn 
tranfadions  in  the  eaft*  is  to  be  followed  in  the  point  before 
US,  we  leave  to  the  determination  of  our  more  learned  and  in- 
telligent /readers  «. 
The  following  year,  the  Greeks  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  300  (hips  }f^^ 

'  an  hundred  of  which,  under  the  command  of  an  admiral,  fet  Greeks 
fail  for  Dimyaty  or  Dameita  in  Egypt,  Here,  upon  their  arrival,  ra<uage 

'  they  landed  a  body  of  troops,  feized  upon  the  town,  at  thztfi^e  farts 

*  time  deftitute  of  a  garifon  for  its  defence,  plundered  and  burnt  ^Egypt. 
it,  and  carried  off  with  them  6co  Mo/Jem  women  into  capti- 
vity. FromDamiata  they  advanced  toi^^, which  they  pillaged 

and  laid  in  afhes,  and  then'  retired  to  their  own  ports.  After 
which,  the  Khaltf  Al  Motawakkel  ordered  DamiatOy  in  order 
to  fecure  it  from  all  future  infults,  to  be  fortified  with  a  flrong 

'  double  wall  on  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  on  that  of  the  con- 
tinent with  a  triple  'one ;  which  rendered  it  one  of  the  moft 

'  impregnable  fortrefles  in  Egypt.  This  year  died  at  Corduba 
^bd  abrahman  Ebn  AlHakem  Ebn  Hejbdm^  of  the  houfe  of  Om- 

t  fniyah^  after  he  had  reigned  thirty-one  years  and  five  months 

•  in  Spain.'  He  left  behind  him  forty^five  fons  and  forty-two 
daughters,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Mohammed  Ebn  Ab^ 

-^atrahwanEhn  Al  Hakem,  About  the  fame  time  alfo  departed 
-this  life  Ranimir^  the  fon  of  Veremund^  king  of  Galicia^  whofe 
-fbn  Ofdonius^  according  to  Roderic  of  Toledo^  fucceeded  him 
*in  hisr  kingdom,  fruftrated   all  the  attempts  of  the  Arabs 
•Upon  his  dominions,  and  reigned  35  years.     Other  authors, 
•however,  make  Ranimir's  death,  and  his  fon  Ordonius*s  accef* 
•fion,  to  have  preceded  Ab^alrahmarC%  deceafe  above  20  years  K 
'     The  year  of  the  Hejra  239,  commencing  June  I2th,'853,  Nothing 
produced  no  adion  of  eclat  in  the  Mojlem  empire  \  at  leaftr^w^ri- 
none  that  has  been  taken  notice  of  by  any  hiftorian.     Mah-  able  hap- 
•mud  Ebn  Gailamy  of  Meru  in  Kherafan^  one  of  Ai  BokhdrVzP'^*  '*  '^' 
dddor^,  died  this  year.  We  are  told  by  an  author  of  good  t^-y/f'i  ^/^^^ 
pute,  that  Al  Motawakkel  publifhed  an  ediA  forbidding  the  ^J'"* 

s'Greg.  Abu'l-FaraJ,  ubi  fup.  p.  260.  D*Herbel.  Biblioth. 
•brient.  p.  642.  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup. 
p.  149.  Ism.' Abvlfed.  in  chronic  ex  cod.  MS.  Arabic  BibliotiK 
.Divi  Laurent.  Efcurial.  Chronic.  Sicul.  Arab.  MS.  Canttibfigienf. 
jabifup.  Rod,£Ric.  Tolbtan.  ubi  fup.  cap.  xxvi.  p.  23. 
'  *  Greg.  AfiuY  Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  260,  261.  Ism  Abulffd. 
iid  an.  Hej.  238.  Golii  not,  ad  Alfragan.  p.  }49.-Rcd£ric.  lo- 
i^BTAN.  obi  fup.  Jo  an'  Vas.  Hifpan.  Chronic.  Vide  eciapi  Hifpan. 
illc^ac.  p.  709.  Francofurti,  1603. 
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Cbr^iam  uA  Jtiffs  to  lide  on  borfeback  in  99f  pMt  Af  kk 
dominions,  ana  pcrmUdng  them  m  their  journies  to  Bvikc  ii 
only  of  afles  and  muleS)  the  present  year.    Which  bur  i 
eooTidered  by  the  Turis  as  in  force  at  dnis  veiy  dav  '• 
Arehell$99     The  next  year,  according  to  Ahulfeda^  4h  UtbmSm  M^ 
in  Spain,   bamnud^  the  fon  of  the  famous  Al  ^ffeiy  and  Ibral^m  Eh 
Kbdled^  of  the  tribe  of  Calby  a  foUowcf  of  the  fame  coi^yrairi 
Mojlem  dodor,  departed  this  life.    About  .tbe  faoic  tinci 
the  iTWI/ appointed  hid  fecpnd  fon  M  M<ft9^  to  fupcriiiteoi 
all  the  mints  erefibed  in  his  dominions,  and  ordered  bis  nave 
to  be  ftamped  on  all  the  Hrhimi  coinpd  in  the  cmpinp.     Tbii 
year  likewife,  if  we  will  believe  tLodirtc  ofToMo,  the  people 
lof  that  city  rebelled  againft  Mohammed  Ebn  AbSabrahnmEki 
Al  Hakmij  and  were  (upported  in  tbw  defedipn  by  Oritrnm^ 
who  fentone  oi  his  relations  with  a  body  of  troops  to  tbdr 
relief.    However,  Mohammed  advanced  with  his  army  into  ik 
neighbourhood  of  Toledo j  and  found  means  to  decoy  Aen- 
bels  into  an  ambufcade,  that  he  had  pofted  in  a  pn^Mr  pbce 
at  a  (mall  diftance  from  the  town.  The  confequence  of  iihidli 
was,  that  he  eafily  defeated  them,  put  7000  of  the  Abfimh 
and  8coo  of  the  Cbrtflians  to  the  fword,  and  took  prifiuMna 
great  number  of  both ;  many  of  whofe  heads  he  ftruck  cff, 
and  firnt  fome  of  them  to  the  maritime  towns,  and  othoi  ID 
Afritay  as  evident  tokens  of  the  glprious  viSory  he  had  ok* 
tained  ^. 
Theempez      THE  following  year,  a  body  of  the  imperial  troops  ai- 
ror*s forces  vanced  to  Aincaria^  entered  the  place,  made  tbe^^tf^ftiRgt- 
eake  Ain-  rifon  prifoners  of  war,  and  carried  off  all  the  women  anddd- 
^vnzfrom  jf^ii  \^xo  captivity;  after  which,  feveral  briik  adiona h^ 
tke  Arab9.  pened  in  tholfe  parts  between  the  Cbriftians  and  the  Anku 
About  the  fame  time,  Mohammed  Ebn  Abialrabman  Ehi  jfllih 
kern  placed  numerous  garifons  in  Curitay  Talaverety  and  QJ^ 
traVQj  and  made  incuriions  into  fome  of  the  netghhouriog 
provinces.     This  year,  the  famous  Ahmed  Ebn  Ueahed^  ik 
founder  of  the  fourth  fe£l  of  the  Sonnites^  died  at  Be^bdi 
and  was  followed  to  his  grave  by  800^000  men  and  fic/M 
women.    It  is  related,  as  fomething  very  extraordinary^  tk% 
on  the  da^  of  his  death,  no  lefs  than  20,000  Chrifiiuns^  3^1B% 
and  MagtanSy  embraced  the  Mchamjnedan  faith.     We  iqi2 
not  forget  to  obfcrvc,  that  the  Mojlm  forces  took  BotJSnrf^Lg 
Buteriay  not  far  from  Leccata^  in  Sictlyy  the  pr^eding  y^x\ 

k 

'  Aqulped.  ubifup.  ad  an.  Hcj.  239.    D-Hirbel.  Bftfok 

orient,  p.  640.  ^  Ism.  Abulfbd.  in  chron.  ad  an«  Hej*'  a^ 

Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  Al  Makin,  qbi  fup.  p.  149,  150.  R^ 

DERIC.TOLETAN.  ubifup.  '    AbU  Ja  AFAR  Al  TABAai, 

Al  Makim,  ubi  fup.  p.  i  jo.   Greg.  AbuVFaraj^  obfiipi  f& 
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b'  the  jtstt  of  die  i%;m  242,  beginning  May  lolb,  8  j6, 77#|^  «r# 

the  Greeks  penetrated  to  S9mifdt^  or  Samrfata^  but  were  (oonfirprizid 

obliged  by  thcAttjflemi  to  retire  from  thence  to  Jmulj  or  Amdii^^»d it* 

OQthe  borders  of  Arnunia.    After  which,  they  abandoned  Me-fi^**^  h 

fip9temM^  which  they  had  entered,  and  returned  into  their  own  [^  ^^" 

dotoisioiks  r  thoiigjb  they  carried  off  with  thbm  about  10,000^ 

prifoner^  and  plundered  a  gf ^at  number  of  villages  in  their  ^^^^'" 

retreat.    Tbt^'feems  to  be  the  e^rpedltton  mentioned  by  fome 

of  the  Gre^k  wnters,  when  they  inform  us,  that  the  Moflim  ga* 

rifoo  of  jSaihofdta  Tallied  out  upon  the  Chrtftian  forces,  then 

brfbre  the  town,  furprized  them  in  their  camp,  whilft  they 

Were  at  divine  fervice  there,  and  forcer!  them  to  abandon  the 

fi^,  the  third  day  after  it  had  commehced.     We  are  told, 

by  Torrid  of  the  Arab  authors,  that  feveral  violent  fliocks  of 

ai^  etfrth^uake  happened  this  year  in  Kowai^  or  Kernes^  a  pro** 

vincecf  Tabrefiany  ill  the  rhonth  of  Sbaaban,  attended  with 

uilufual  ilotfes,  that  demolished  many  towns  and  village 

there,  did-  incredible  damage,   and  buried  459O96  men  in. 

the  ruins  of  the  houfes  that  were  overturned.     The  greateft 

part  of  thefe  perifhed  at  Damegdn^  placed  in  latitude  36^ 

30^,  and  longitude  890  30^  by  the  eaftem  geographers,  the 

capital  of  that  protrixtte.     Sytioy  Perfia^  lUfora/an^  and  Al 

Yamany  Were  all  vifited  with  the  fame  calamity,  according  to 

thefe  writers ;  who  farther  obferve,  that  mount  Al  Abre^^  or 

tb^'bM  mtfuhtain\  ih  the  neighbourhood  of  Lacdtceay  or,*  as 

'tis  called  by  the  Araky  Al  Ladiktay  at  the  fame  time  fell  into 

Ch<B  fea ;  by  which  furprizing  accident  moft  of  the  inhabitants 

•f-  that  cit^  were  deftroyed.     Mohammed  Abtil  Abbas  Ebn 

J^ahim  Ebn  Al  Aglaby  the  KhallfK^  Kairwdfty  died  about  this 

ti^ie,  and  was  flicceeded  by  his  Ton,  Abu  Ibrahim  Ahmed  Ebn 

M&benmnid\  as  did  Iikewife  Yahya  EbnASiemj  a  moft  cele» 

bt^ted  matter  ofjjiirifprudence.  Mohammed  Ebn  Abd'alrahman 

Eb^AlHakem  fent  alfo  an  army,  under  the  command  oiAlMon^ 

dar^  one  of  bis  relations,  to  lay  wafte  the  territory  oiT^oledo^ 

diat  fliy  refufed  to  fubmtt  to  him,  the  prefeht  year.     The 

Mofian  general  executed  his  orders  with  exceffive  hgour  and 

ieiperity,  either  carrying  off  or  'deftroying  all  the  corn, .  fruits^ 

and*  grapes,  df  that  difiri£t.    Notwithftanding  which,  the  ci- 

tiasenaof  Teied»  fent  feme  of  their  forces,  ^ker  Al  Mandat'% 

it^mttfiiT^j  to  pbflefs  themfelves  of  Talavera.     But  the  com* 

tnajulaiit  of  that  fortrefs  having  been  apprized  of  their  defign^  . 

xbSA  thbm  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  gave  them  battle,  and  . 

ihj^el}^ 'defeated  them ;  taldng  many  of  them  prilbners,  and 

killing  yooupon  the  fppt,  all  whofe  heads  he  fent  as  an  agree- 

ilkle  preient  to  his  mailer  Mohammed  Ebn  Abiahrahm&n  Ebn  Al 

3CB':  Ronsu.tc.  TofyVTAV.  ttbi  fup.  Chronic.  Sieul.  Arab.  Cantii^ 
^Figi^nf.    Joa^  Baptist.  Carvs.  ubi  fup.  p.  6. 
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Hakm^  who  then  held  hb  refidence  at  Cirduba^  ifae  capital  •£ 

the  Mojkm  dominions  in  Spain  ^, 

Tbi¥M2i'      The  year  of  the  Hejra  24.3,  catnmencing  April  3oA,^ 

lif  h(^i//i  iSl-*  ^^'  >^^^  hctn  diftiiiguifhed  by  any  remarkable  event 

about  imfo  The  Khalif  Jl Motawakkii^  however,  fet  out  forDamafrus^vnA 

months  at  an  intention  to  make  that  city  the  feat  of  the  Khalifat^  the  20th 

Damif-     j^y  of  the  month  DhuUbajja.    He  alfo  ordered  fcveral  build- 

^^'  ings  to  be  ereded  there  in  the  following  month  Safar^  defigii- 

ing  to  transfer  all  his  treafures  from  Sarra  Mawray  to  diat 

place.  Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Damafcus^  the  Turkifo  Mdiery 

mutinied'  for  their  pay ;  which  having  received,  they  retumed 

to  their  duty.    Notwitbftaoding  this,  he  conceived  an  averfion 

to  his  new  capital, rand  returned  to  Sarra  *Manray^  after  he  had 

refided  at  Damafcus  only  two  months  and  a  few  days.  He  en« 

tered  that  metropolis  on  Monday  the  22d  of  the  latter  Jemdda^ 

to  the  great  joy  of  all  his  fubjedts  there.   This  year  died  Ibra- 

him  Ebn  Al  Abbas^  and  Al  Hareth  Ebn  Afad\-^^  latter  «f 

whom  was  expelled  Ahmed  Ebn  Hanbat%  kihool,  fdr  beiaga 

reafoner,  or  one  principally  guided  by  his  own  judgment  in  bis 

decifions.     Mohammed  Ebn  Abiairahman  Ebn  Al  Hakan  aMa 

undertook  another  expedition  againft  the  city  of  ToleSoy  be- 

fieged  the  place  in  form,  and  deftroyed  the  famous  bridge  over 

the  Tajo  there,  which  threw  the  citizens  into  a  terrible  con- 

flernation,  the  prefent  year  n. 

ne  The  next  year,  the  Ai^///*  commanded  jttu  Yufef  Yaiib 

Greeks,    Ebn  IJb^k>,  furnamed  Ebn  Al  Seikit,  a  famous  philology*,  ex- 

according  tremely  well  verfed  in  all  kinds  of  polite  literature,  to  be  put 

rf^k^'  .      t3  death,  for  his  attachment  to  the  houfe  of  ///.     About  the 

Chnfti-     fjjjyjg  time,  that  prince  deprived  Bakhtijbua^  his  phyfician,  of 

pit^/ur'    j^jj  ^^^  riches  he  had  acquired  in  his  fervice,  and  bantlhed  him 

df  ^ t'tb    *"^^  Bahrein.     The  Greek  writers  relate,  that  30,000  Arah 

Arabs  in  ^^^^  ^^^^  Kxitit  marched  into  the  imperial  territories,  Airprized 

l^^^y  '      a  body  of  45,000  Thraciam  and  Macedonians^  headed  by  the 

eum.         emperor  hi^-nfelf,  and  put  them  to  a  fhameful  flight.     The 

emperor  narrowly  mifled  being  taken  prifoner  in  the  aAion ; 

having  been  delivered  out  of  the  enemy's  hands  by  ManmAy 

oqe  of  his  officers,  when  he  was  in  the  moft  imminent  danger^ 

It  feems  to  appear  from  thie  Cambridge  Chronkon^  that  the  Sid* 

lianMoJletns  were  worfted  in  an  a£tion  by  fea  the  prefent  year  ^ 

THi 

■  Abu  Jaafa^  Al  Tabar.  AlMakin,  ubi  A>p.  GEoaji;^ 
Cj^DREv.  hift.  comp.  p.  545,  546.  Joan.  Zonar.  annal.  lib.  zvL 
p."i5^.  Greg.  AbuY-Fa'raj,  ubi  fup.  p,  a6i.  Ism.Abvlfed.  it 

feogr.  &  chron.    Said  Ebn  Ali  Al  Jorjani,    £BK*HAWtA^ 
H^RiP  Al  Edrisi,  Golii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  19a.-  Roncarc* 
TatBTAif.  obi  fup.  ■  Abv  Jaapar  Al-Tasae*  Ai, 

I^AKiif^  et  RoDERip.  ToLf tah.  ubi  fup.  ^  GaORG.  Ca* 
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The  following  year,   beginning,  amongft  the  Mutfltms^TirribU 
AfrU%xh^  859,  many  cities  in  the  weftern  provinces  fufFered  eartb-   ' 
greasy  from  earthquakes  ;  by  which  great  numbers  6f  their  quaktsin 
houfea  were  overturned.    Violent  (hocks  were  likewife  felt  2xfi^^^* 
Bagbdidy  where  the  KhaUPs  palace  was  in  danger  of  being  ^f*''/*^ 
overAvown,  JlMaii/lyenJalis,AIRakka,HarranJ^^         or  J^'  M<>*- 
Rafdlmn^Him^  Damafcus^  AiRoha,  or  Edefoy  Tar/uSy  Masifoy  ^^^  ^^ 
Aaana^zxA  the  maritime  parts  of  Syria.  At /fnthch^  1 500  houfes,  ^''^'* 
axid  above  ninety  towers  belonging  to  the  wall  that  furrounded 
the  city,  are  faid  to  have  been  thrown  down ;  which,  together 
with  the  frightful  and  unufual  noifes  heard  amongft  the  ruins^ 
fo  terrified  the  inhabitants,  that  they  fled  for  fafety  into  the 
neighbouring  fields.     We  are  told  likewife  by  yfim  jaafar  Al 
Taiarij  that  mountJUkra*  above-mentioned,  notwithftanding 
what  has  been  advanced  to  the  contrary  by  jtbu*l^Farej^  ftood 
at  a  finall  diftance  from  Antiocb^  and  fell  into  the  fea  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  earthquake  happened  there.     At  Laodtcea. 
the  Ihocks  were  fo  terrible,  that  almoft  all  the  citizens  quitted 
their  houfes,  expe£Hng  them  every  moment  to  fall  upon  their 
heads.  When  moMntAlAkra^  funk  into  the  fea,  a  thick  black 
doud  of  fmoke,  that  emitted  a  moft  noifome  fmell,  ifilied ' 
from  Ae  fpot  on  which  it  had  ftood.     Vaft  numbers  of  people 
were  deftroyed  by  thefe  concuilions,  if  we  will  believe  the 
Mojlem  writers.     The  fprings  at  M^cca  failed  this  year  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  the  celebrated  well,  or  fountain,  there  was  al- 
moft dried  up,  and  the  water  fold  for  100  dirhems  a  bottle. 
A'  river  alfo,  about  a  parafang  diftant  from  mounty/////(r^',dif-'' 
appeared  the  fame  year  in  which  that  mountain  was  abforbed^ 
aod  was  never  afterwards  feen.*    About  the  fame  time,  the' 
j^tfi^  being  infotmed,  that  the  NUofcepe:^  or  NUometer^  ere£^ed 
on  the  point  of  (he  ifland  of  Al  Fojiat  by  SoUman  Ebn  AbialmaUc 
Ehn  MiTivan^  was  fallen  to  decay,  he  fent  a  geometrician, 
recommended  to  him  by  hi&aftrologer,  Mohammed  Ebn  Miija^ 
from  Irak  to  Egypt ^  in  order  to  build  a  new  one  there.     He 
Itkewife  appointed  Yexid  Ebn  Abtallah  Ebn  Badan  Ebn  Fa*  . 
riAto  z&^  M»hammtd  in  this  work,  and  ordered  the  expence 
of  the  whole  to  be  defrayed  by  S9liman  Ebn  JVdbib ;  which 
being  done,  the  machine  ereded  on  this  occafion  was  called 
the  new  Nikmeter^  and  the  other  that  had  fallen  to  ruin  was 
never  afterwards  ufed.     The  people  of  T$ledd  at  this  time, 
not  beine  able  to  hiake  head  againft  Mohammd  Ebn  Abd^al- 
rahmdnEbnAlHahm^  thought  fit  to  fubmit  to  that  prince,  and 
met  with  a  very  gracious  reception  from  him.  3oon  after  this, 
tbe^ori^ni,with  afleet  of  60  (hips,  ravaged  the  coaft  of  Spain^ 

paEN.  et  Joan.  Zonar.  ubi  fup.  Abu  Jaapar  Al  Tabak.  Al 
Makin^Eutych.  Greg.  Abu^l-Farai,  Khondemir,&c.  Chron« 
SicuL  Arab.  Cantab,  ct  Joan.  Bapt.  Carvsius,  ubi  fup. 
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.i|U  IhwnJ  |l||ceB  dieie  wafte  wifh  &€  2ndf^ 

with  them  aa  immenfe  quantity  of  fpoik    From*  thaioe  Acf 

paired  ever  into  Africa^  where  they  committed  likeirife  iani- 

f ul  depredatioBfi ;  and,  returning  into  the  maritioe  partsofS^, 

took  up  their  winter- quarters  there.    But  not  finding  dn- 

felves  in  a  condition  to  fettle  upon  any  part  df  the  taSi  they 

had  taken  poflei&on  of,,  they  thought  fit  to  return  bcMde  tfai 

following  fpring^    The  writer  of  die  Cambridge  Cl>r$mct»vc>» 

lateSy  that  the  Mojlsmf  in  Sicily  repoi&fled  themieIvQ8^£«*i^ 

that  had  returned  to  the  Chrijium4y  about  the  time  we  aie  now 

upon.    The  prefent  year,  Itkewife  died  Ahu  AU  M  Hofeim^  a 

lltfciple,  or  follower,  of  the  famous  Jl  Shafih    It  fisema-  to  ap> 

pear  from  Eutycbiusy  thztAlMctcwakkil  built  a  new  cityaail 

palace,  adjoining  to  Saiwrra^  from  him  denomintced  AlJ^i^ 

fariay  in  jvhich  he  refided  fome  time,  either  this  or  tbe  fol- 

lowing  year  p. 

ne  Arabs     In  the  year  of  the  Hsjra  246,  commencing  M^rtk  aM| 

gainfenje-  86o,  Omar  Ebn  Obeid  Al  Jkta\  by  thtKbalif's  ordor,  attrfe 

raJeonfi'    aq  irruption  into  the  imperial  territories,  and  cairied  offiridi 

^ralU      him.  from  thence  about  70,000  prifoners.  Al  F^  £tm  fyrm, 

a^vam-      another  of  the  Arab  commanders,  with  a  fieot  ol  twenty  bagt 

/^f  9V^r  QxipSj  infulted  the  enemy's  coaiis,  and  feissed  upon  thedtadcf 

^^   .        of  Antiocb,    AH  Ebn  Xah^a  likewife,  in  order  tk>  make  a  di- 

^^  '      verfion,  penetrated  into  another  of  the  imperial  provinces,  and. 

took  5000  .prifoners,  befides  10,000  head  of  taxAt-^  alttr 

iffrhiph,  a  cartel  was  fettled  between  the-cantendtnje  purtiei^ 

ifldiereby  2367  captives  recovered  their  liberty*    rrnnt  Ar 

Greek  writers  it  feem$  to  appear,  that  the  Arabs  at-  this  ^aam 

entered  the  imperial  provinces  with  an  army  of  40^000  mdi^. 

90d  coipmitted  dreadful  ravages  there.  But  they  were  fuipihad, 

according  to  thefe  writers,  by  PetrcnaSy  the  emperor's 

with  the  Chr(/li(in  forces,  in  the  diflrid  ofLaiacmam^  ; 

from  Ephefui^  who  put  th^KAaJif  ssad  his  whole,  acmy 

iword,  took  his  fon  prifoner,  and  returned  in  triumph  1 

Jiantir^opU,    ^  this  relation,  however,  runs  counter  to  the 

Majlem  hiftory  in  almoil  every  particidar^  and'  als  the  satiiait 

here  cited  are  not  gr^y  to  be.  depended  upon  in/Whu^fbef 

have  handed  down  to  us  concerning  the  Mefiem  afiaiiSi.oaH-i 

partial  and  intelligent  readers  will  undoubtedly  r^^ftjft^ieir 

tathe.ihort  account  we.have  excra£l)sd  from  tilemof  this^e^ 

peditLon.  I^or,  that  AlAfota%vaiiai(t\\  in  batttetUsyeauv  iiV 

notion  intirely  rep\ignaqt  tq  the  whole  {lr«Am.Qfv 


p  Afiv  Jaapab  Al  Tabar.  At  MiA«i4»,  uKr  flip.  p.  r^ 
l{i-.  Gaeo.  Abu'l  FAftAjvohi  Tap.  Psm.  Avj^l^b^  ite  cijren.sd 
fm.  |l€j.  245,  EuTVCB.  ubi  fup/p.  44(S*-'449.  SwKVi^^sph^Qftc.an^ 
inifcellan.  jubfervac.  in  Bgj^pt,  p;  433.  RaDsaic.  To4#VAJk  obi 
i\ip.    (phfPA  Siq.  CdAtabri^^Qf,  ^g^«^a.  «<;»ii^^' 
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ttmf,  ^MA  in  a  fioint  of  ttois  itattute  irftift  tfeftrffflf  lIKtiftf 
g^Mier  adfention-  dian  thitt  of  tht  <9fM^»  Abcttt  the  £fm^ 
timev  it  nMicd"  bl(k>d  in  t^  traii9f  calfed  Ih^  of  a  very  re^ 
dJoiir.  MJmnmudBbn  AbfahrabmiH'  ntarohed  wltti  art  arrfi]f 
alio  now  againft  the  people  of  Ntrvarriy  ravaged  the  countiy 
^kMxPam^dwa^  and  made  hifiifeif  Aiafttr  of  three  fortrefle^- 
not  iar  hom  that  place;  In  one  of  thefe  he  tool&  prifbner  a^ 
pfffeirof  dtfltndion^  namod  ForfumuT^  ^om  hecondudtodf 
to  QrdiAa^  kept  faim  there  twenty*  years,  and^atr  laft  fetit  hinf 
home  loaded  with  prefents  worthy  of  the  ^rinc^  from  ^hdnftf 
they  came.  This  Fcrtimiusy  at  our  hiftorian  informs  ud,  at-> 
tained  tcr  the  age  of  126  years.  About  this  tfme>  died  Dahtdf 
M  KbcziiEin  jfify  a  celebrated  poet,  of  the  Stnke  perfuafion,^ 
who  wa9  born  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  148.  We  are  told, 
tlat  a  body  of  jfrai^Sj  named  Fautanites^  or  EffmUtis^  arriveif 
ui^£/o^.the  prefent  year  ^. 

^     Thb  next year^  the  KbMf  M  MtmMakM  was  aflkftifirted'  Al  Mota^^ 
ifli  the  feiibwing  mamter.     Patab  Bbn  KhSkiH  and  AhtfaKah  wakkel 
Mh  Xai^y  finding  him  indifpoied*  with  an  afthmatic  difordbr,  ^Jftifi- 
cndjeavomtd  codiffiiade  him  from  ofilciating  in  the  mofque  sft  '^^^ 
SarrmMttwaf^  as  he  intended,  the  enfuingfViUry;  ad viilng  Hint' 
t44eiid'hi»  fecdnd'  fon  Al  Itf^icm,  to  perform  the  public  fervid^ 
there  in^  htaftead.     The  Khatif  complierit  fo fir  with  tHeir  ad^<- 
vke  as  to  decline  gcnng  to  the  mofoue  himfeif,  btit  dt  tHe  fam^ 
tune-appointed  bis  eldeft  fon-  Al  Monthfitts>  oAciate  fDr  him. 
Ttm  by  no  means  pleaiim^  bis  two  fvfourites,  who  were  fuf^* 
pki^m*  iif  M  Mon^akr^k  illdefigils,  they  perfuaded  him  to  ffp 
tm^t  molipe  himieify  whea  ^doy  came,  and  fliew  himfeif 
t^  the- people,  in  oiderto  prevent  all  commotions  that  might 
exdttd  by  his  illnefr,  whidh  at  that  time  was  publickhr' 
He,  tfaerefonoy  mounted' his  horft,  and  went  diroftly 
ttt  the  mofifue,  where  he  &td  the  prayers-,  and  preached  to  die* 
peDt>le^  ^  ufital ;  after  ^ich  he  returned  to  his  palace  Jaa^ 
fltrimy  whercihe  then  refided.    Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  of-'  / 

i€XcA  Ai  Mtmtafir  xx>  appear  before  him,  reproached  him  and 
Ifii'-ntother  with  the  dark  cabals  in  which  they  had  been  en^ 
geged,!  and  threatened  to  make  them  both  feel  the  effeAs  of 
his'  FBleBtment.    Nay,  he  commanded  thb  judges  and  coun- 
ftUom  who  attended  him  likewife  to  reprove  them.    This  fO' 
lACenfed  Al  Mmtafer^  that:  he  refbhed'  upon*  his  father's-  de«* 
flrudion,  and  engaged  omaih'  ^nth^  who  were  diflatisfietF 
wth  HBHerKhatlf*^  condufi!,  and'fbmeof  his  dbmeffics,  to  af-'- 
lift  hfan'  in  thie  parricidtn^  for  the  perpetration  of  which  the' 
laDowing  opportunity  offtred;    Al  M9tQwak\d  having  dranfe^ 

<- AbiJ  Jaapar  Al  Ta^ar.  Al  Makin«  abi  fup.  p.  151, 
45%oaG.  GEDieiir.  &  JdAN.  Zovar.  abi  fup.  Ism.  Abulfed.  a4 
f»^  ffir>.^a46i  C)»oii.  S|V.  Cimt;  ct  Jox«.  Bavt.  CaU'Vs;  obi  (iip. 
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to  exeefi  with  feo^e  of  his  courtiers,  and  particularly  Fatah 
Ebn  KhakaHy  on  Wednefday  the  fourth  day  of  the  mcmtl! 
Shqwal^  Baga^  Bagefy  or  Bogdy  the  younger,  his  butler,  at  night 
entered  the  room,  and  commanded  the  company  to  go  home ; 
which  they  all  ^lid,  except  Fatah  Ebn  Kh$kdn^  and  four 
others^  who  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  retire.     In  tbb' 
mean  time,  Jl  Montafer  came  to  one  of  the  palace-gates,  that 
had  been  left  open,  for*  him,  and  kept  fhe  porter,  a  Titri, 
il^hofe  name  was  Razdka^  employed,  by  walking  and  talking 
with  him,  whilft  the  confpirators  deftined  to  aflaffinate  the 
Kh(tUf  made  the  heft  of  their  way  to  the  place  where  he  was, 
with  their  fcymitars  drawn  in.  their  hands.  As  foon  as  they  ap- 
proached blm,  one  of  them,  named I^^s,  immediately  fell  upon 
him,  and  cut  off  the  hini'er  part  of  his  fhoulders ;  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  yf/ ^i9//7«;tfii^/ attempted  to  defend  himfelf  ag^ioft 
the  aHaOin,  faying  at  the  fame  time  to  him.  Be  quUtj  God  otf 
0ff  thy  hand*  WUchbeingpercerved  by  the  other  confpirators, 
they  all  ru(hed  in  at  once  upon  him.  .  Fatah  Ebn  Kbdkand^ 
ferving  this,  faid  to  them,  IVo  be  toyouj  this  is  the  emperor  sf  At 
faithful !  To  whichftf^^,  or Boga^  replied.  Hold  thypeace^  Am 
enemy  !     Fatah  then  threw  himfelf  upon  his  mafter,  in  onkr 
to  fcreen  him  from  the  intended  violence  $  biit  being  'dragged 
^S  by  the  afiaffins,  he  ran  abbut  the  room  like  a  hiadntan, 
with  his  fcymitar  drawn  in  his  hand,,  crying  oat  with  all  his 
might,  Death!   Death!     This  fo  inraged  them,  that  they 
ioftantly  difpatched  him,  and  then  maflacred  Al  AfoiawaUd 
without  the  leaft  refiftance ;  after  which,  they  waited  upon  jH 
MontafeTy  and  faluted  him  Khalif     Several  reafons  have  been 
aiSgned  for  this  Unnatural  parricide  by  the  ^<^!ffff  writos; 
fome  of  which  our  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  find  in- 
fcrted  here.    One  of  thofe  writers  pretends,  that  Al  MmOaftr 
alledged,  as  a  reafoi^  to  excufe  the  perpetration  of  fo  horrid*  a 
i^&^  the  hatred  his  father  bore  Ali  and  all  his  defendants.  He 
ajfo,  fays  the  fame  author,  at  laft  was  afraid  of  his. own  life« 
For,  Al Motawakkel  onct  holding  between  his  hands  a  (CTmitar 
that  coft  him  io,oco  dinars^  faid  to  Fatah  EbnKhakdn^  iflwdi 
ybe  glad  to  find  a  valiant  man  amonfjl.my  Turkiih^istvx,  itOo 
wbofe  hands  I  may  put  this  fcymitar^  for  the  defence  and  prefinrva* 
t{on  of  my  perfon.     Fatah  immediately  anfwered  him.  Here  is 
^ager,  the  hrayejl  ^f  your  Turks,  who  is  worthy  ofreceimngfi 
valuable  a  prefentfrom  your  own  hands.     This  Eager  came  bf 
s^ccident  into  the Ahalifs  apartment  the  moment  theconferenci 
between  him  s^nd  Fatah  began,  when  he  received  this  fword,  tb> 
gather,  with  very  large  appointments,  homAlMotawakkel.  Wc 
are  toId>  however,  that  he  never  diew  it  before  the  time  he  ea* 
tcred  his  mailer's  chamber,  and  flew  him  with  it.  Other  aiitfaorr 
«        ^       rtlate,  that  the  Khaltf  frequently  entertained  himfdf  with  ibmf 

4  w£- 


C.2.  Tbi  Hiftory  of  the  Pix^.  443 

mifehievous  kinds  of  diveifions,  that  were  extremely  difagree*  ' 
able  to  the  people  about  him  \  and  that  this  in  ail  probability 
haftened  his  death.  Sometimes  he  would  order  aTion  to  be  let 
loofe  in  the  middle  of  the  room  where  he  was  regaling  his 
friends,  which  never  failed  of  throwing  them  into  a  terrible 
cx>nfternation.  At  other  times  he  would  command  his  fer«- 
vants  to  put  ferpents  privately  under  the  table,  and  break  pots 
full  of  fcorpions  in  the  middle  of  the  hall  where  he  had  pre» 
pared  a  banquet  for  his  favourites,  without  fufFering  <  any  of 
theoi  to' rife  from  the  table,  or  change  his  place ;  and  when  any  • 
of  his  friends  were  bit  on  fuch  occafions  by  thofe  venomous 
animals,  he  immediately  expelled  the  poifon  by  a  theriacal 
medicine  that  he  had  prepared  for  that  purpofe.  .  Whilft 
he  was  in  the  mtdft  of  one  of  thefe  debauches,  tht  Turiijb 
flaves  that  had  confpired  againft  hi^  entered  the  hall  of  thefeflin 
with  their  fcymitars  drawn  in  their  hands,  and  Bagber  at  the 
head  of  them,  according  to  fome  of  the  Perfian  hiftorians ;  upon 
which,  one  of  thofe  at  table,  who  firft  perceived  them,  but 
did  not  fufpeS  any  wicked  defign,  faid,  in  a  facetious  manner, 
Tins  is  neither  the  Jay  cf  lions  ^  nor  of  ferpents^  nor  of  fcorpions^ 
hut  that  of  fcynutarsy  or  fwords,  Al  Mot'awakkel  no  fooner 
heard  him  talk  of  fcymitars,  or  fwords,  than  he  faid,  What\s 
tbflt  you  would  fay  ?  Which  words  were  fcarce  out  of  his 
itiQuth,  when  the  confpirators  fell  upon  him,  and  cut  him  to 
pieces.  Fatah^  continue  thefe  authors,  endeavouring  to  de- 
fend him,  and  crying  out  with  all  his  might,  O  Al  Motawak- 
kel,  /  will  not  furviveyou  !  was  likewife  killed  with  the  Kbalif 
That  prince's  buffoon,  who  had  hid  himfelf  at  the  fight  of  the 
fcymitars,  hearing  FataVs  lafb  words,  and  obferving  what  hap* 
pened  to  him  thereupon,  faid  with  a  loud  voice,  0  Al  Mota* 
wakkel,  IJhouldbe  very  glad  to  live  after  you  !  which  he  thought 
inight  induce  them  to  let  him  make  his  efcape.  One  writer 
of  good  repute  informs  us,  that  Al  Montafer  was  perfuaded  by 
the  wife  men  about  him  to  commit  the  parricide  above^men* 
tioned,  becaufe  his  father  had  been  guilty  of  fome  enormities 
dut  merited  fuch  an  end.  Another  aflures  us,  that  his  cruelty 
to  thofe  perfons  of  di{lin<5iion,who  were  fo  unhappy  as  to  incur 
his  difpleafure^  greatly  contributed  thereto.  Thefe  he  inclofed 
in  an  iron  ftove,  linea  with  pointed  nails,which  he  caufed  to  be 
heated  more  or  lefs  in  proportion  to  theheinoufpefs  of  thecrimt . 
lie  intended  to  puniih  \  and  when  any  of  them,  upon  finding 
h\mfelf  ip  exquifite  torture,  faid  to  him.  Have  pity  upon  me^  he 
replied.  Pity  is  nothing  but  a  meannefs  of  foul,  'Tis  affirmed  by 
{drae  authors,  i^ziMohammedEbn/Sbd^alniMecAlZiydt^  his  yifir^ 
remained  in  fuch  torture  forty  days  before  he  expired.  An- 
otl^er  will  have  it,  that  Al  Montafer*^  principal  motive  to  dellre 
his  fithes's  death,  and  tp  engage  the  Ti^ks  to  dif(katcfa  hjm, 
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vnw  Ae  op|)robriobi  treatment  he  met  with  from  hfan.    Fdr^ 
theKhaltfcMtA  his  eldeft  foti^  by  way  oF  mockery  and  iqproadi, 
JKontoTier^  atMontadbir^'m&eaJi  isfAinttaferi  by  wfakb  nick* 
name  the  former  would  intimate,  that  the  fartter  Kved  inrcob* 
.    tinual  hope8  of  his  death.    Sometimes  likewife  AlAUta^Jbak* 
M  would  force  the  young  prince  to  drink  to  exceft,  thair 
which  nothing  cotild  make  hint  more  unpopnlar  oY  difaMe* 
aUe  to  the  Mofiemsj  and  then  beat  him  without  the-  leaff  dif- 
cietion.    Nay,  for  what  had  fearce  the  appearance  of  a  crioe^ 
he  would  make  him  undergo  the  moft  rigorous  puoiflunent 
Laftly,  we  are  riven  to  underfbnd  by  fome  of  the  oriental  hi* 
ftbrians,  that  Al  MitawaUePs  afTaffinadon  wasowing  to  the 
lefentment  of  Wastf^  the  Twrk^  whom  he  had  appokited  cap- 
tain of  his  guards,  and  confequendf  made  him  mflfter  of  hii 
perfon,  and  yet  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  give  him  juft  cauie  of 
ofience.    For  he  deprived  him  of  fome  domains  that  he*poC> 
fefied  in  the  Perfmn  Iraij  in  order  to  beftow  them  opoti  Fa^ 
Ein  KbdiaPij  his  fiaivourite  3j\A'Fffir.     But' whatever  was  die* 
truecaufe  of  this  prince's  violent  death,  it  has  been  obfervel 
by  the  Mvjkm  writers,  not  only  that  the  confpiracy  formel 
againft  him  was  difcovered  a  little  before  Jl  Mentafer  cmatA 
it  to  be  carried  into  execution,  by  one  of  his  trudy  Haves,  but 
likewife  that  his  tragical  exit  was  clearly  predi<9ed'  to^  hittf 
about  the  fame  time  by  a  moft  ftrange  and  wonderfui  dream  ^ 
Jfart!^ir     It  has  been  remarked  upon  the  fobjed  of  the  fivord^  or 
mccwnt  of  fcymitar,  given  by  Al  Motawakkil  to  BaghiTj  by  >//  SaU^ 
this  Kha-  f^^  that  this  Khali/  having  heard  much  of  the"  esecellencf 
KCi/b'     ^f  a  fwond  in  the  city  oiBafra,  writ  to  his  governor  therfe'tb' 
^'  J       purchafe  it  for  him,  cofrwhat  it  wbuld:     But  the  gcfvertldr; 
^  upon  inquiry,  finding  it  had  been  (old,  and  fent  into  the  pro- 

vhice  of  Babreiny  informed  the  Khalifth^  it  was  not  in  Us' 
hrs  power  to  procure  it  for  him.  At  AfetawaAiei^  therefoiC^ 
diipatched  a  courier  thither  to  buy  it  at  any  priccf  thait  Aoiid 
be  demanded  for  it.  His  order  was  e)cecut6d,  and j  z%  ibotf  Jl 
the  fword  came  into  his  hands,  ht  gave  ir  to  BagbtTy  with  the 
fdllowinc  compliment.  Take tbisfanri'\  Ifn  nogreattr  veki 
upcn  it  than  I  Jo  upon  you.  •. 
jyhat  ANOTHER'  oriental  author  has  obferved,  diar  dils  lEUDf 

phyficiaps  was  flain  by  his  fon  Jl  Montafir^9  order,  upon  the  veiy*  (^ 
Jlourijbid  v4icre  KbofrHParvH^  king  of  Petfuiy  of  die  StfgMawrr^ 
in  bis  had  been  maflkcrcd  by  the  command  of  his  fon  SUf^^:  J^ 
$ime*        principal  ^YiyimztiyBakbtiJlkiay  having  amdS»)  vaft  t/eafuMki 

^  Abu  Jaatpah  AlTaba-r:  AlMakin,  ubi  fup;  pr,  i  jr,  15a. 
GnEG.  ABu'L-FARAj,ubifup.  p.  26t,  262.  Aut.  TARirB  At  A*- 
BAs,  Ah  MID  Ebn  Mohammed  Abi^^aljaatar  At,  Kirlwtiti, 

JXMAL*ODDIN,    MOHAMMBD   Al  AWkI,   MiftKHOal),     Al  BAKil'* 

Tsai,  EvTT.ctt.  abi  fap.>g;  454,  455^  «  Ai  Bjri^mtt. 
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^  M Motewakkil h^%\niotmeA  of  this,  HtutXhaHf  onct 
iavited  faimCslf  to  ao  enteitaiDment  at  his  bpufe ;  whcic  beiiig 
regaled  with  the  utmoft  niagniiiceace,  he  conceived  an  aver- 
iion  XD  hio),  efpecially  as  the  immenfe  urealth  he  haciUcquiqed 
byJiis  mafier's  favour  and  munificence,  had  rendered  him  in* 
foknt  and  haughty.     This  induced  that  prince  to  fend  /I  Ho^ 
/(in  Ehn  Al  Mekballcd  to  feal  up  the  rooms  where  his  treafuies    ' 
^  effeds^  were  deppfited,  and  foon  after  to  deprive  him  of 
tfaem.    Bakhtijbua^s  difgrace  happened  in  the  vear  of  the 
titjna  244,  and  his  deajdi  in  the  year  256.     Beudes  Bakbiim 
fiu4^  another  phyfician  of  confiderable  note,  jiamed  Abu 
Ziid  Abtabrahmn  Honain  Ebn  IJbak  Al  Ebadiy  a  CbriftUiH 
likciwife,  flourilhed  in  the  Khalifat  of  Al  MotatuakkeL    This 
phyfician  was  an  Ebadian^  that  is,  one  of  thofe  Cbriftian 
Arabs  known  by  the  title  of  fervants  of  God,  (for  that  the 
words  Al  Ebady  or  Al  Ebaai^  import)  who  -were  colledlcd 
fiom  diiitrent  tribes,  and  fettled  in  the  Arabian^  Babylonian^ 
01  Chaldaan  irak,  not  far  from  the  cities  of  Hira  and  Qifa^ 
Uoruttn^  whofe  father  IJhak  was  an  apothecary  in  the  city  of 
Hira^  having. in  his  youth  an  uncommon  thirft  after  know* 
I^ge,  went  to  the  fchool  of  Talya  Ebn  M&fvnya^  a  celebrated 
phyfician  of  Baghdady  for  infirudion  ;  where  he  continued  for 
ibme  time.    But  meeting  with  contemptuous  treatment  from 
Yabja^  on  a  certain  occafion,  he  retired  into  the  territories  of 
the  Gruk  emperor;  where  he  renuined  two  years,  ar^d,  du- 
ring that  term,  not  only  learned  the  Grtok  language,  but 
likewile  made  a  fine  coUedion  of  books,  in  order  to  forward 
his  philofophical  fludies.    After  the  expiration  of  that  term, 
he  took  a  journey  into  Perfia^  from  whence  he  went  to  Bafra^ 
a  city  of  the  Perftan  Irak^  where  he  attained  to  great  (kill  in 
jfrabicj  under  the  diredion  of  Al  KbalUEbn  Ahmedy  and  dien 
j^eturoed  to  Baghdad.  Here  he  foon  grew  fo  famous,  that  (?tf« 
Jbrid  £bn  Bakhti/hua^  univerfally  efteemed  for  his  knowledge^ 
ideclared  to  Tuf^^  another  phyfician,  that  he  would  excel  in 
every  branch  oflearning  Sergius  of  Rafo'lain^  or  Rds  alain^  the 
prodigy  of  the  age, who  tranflated  many  of  xldeGreek  authors  ii\ta 
Sp-sac,  His  fame  foon  reaching  the  ears  of  Al  Mctawakkel^  thai; 
prince  fent  for  him,  and  was  fo  pleafed  with  his  converfation, 
chat  he  determined  to  fettle  a  penfion  upon  him.     However, 
as  he  had  refided  two  years  in  the  Greek  emperor's  dominions, 
iuijpeding  that  he  might  be  carrying  oh  foniie  finifler  defigns 
for  chat  monarch,  he  was  afraid  at  firft  to  truft  hrm  \  and 
therefore,  in  ordier  to  try  him,  after  he  had  ordered  him  to 
be  clodsed  in  a  fumptuous  robe,  and  ailigned  him  an  yearly 
appointment  of  50,000  ii!r;zJri,  he  commanded  him  to  prepare 
lu.cn  ai  fiihtle  poifon,  with  which  he  might  deftroy  one  of  his 
anenue^  in  fb  pf  ivate  a  manner  that  no  oxse  could  fu'pedjbim 
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'  to  be  the  author  of  his  death.  This  Hsmiin  itfufed  to  io  \ 
telling  the  Khalif,  that  he  could  only  prepare  medicines  wfaich 
would  be  beneficial  to  mankind;  however,  he  affiired  dut 
prince,*  in  order  to  gain  time,  that  he  would  ftudy  the  nature 

•  of  poiibns,  if  he  could  once  underftand  that  (uch  a  ftudj 

•  would  prove  agreeable  to  him.  The  KhaBf  not  being  aUe, 
either  by  promifes  or  menaces  to  prevail  upon  him  to  do  what 

-  he  defired,  fent  him  immediately  to  prifon,  where  be  kept 

•  him  confined  a  whole  year;  after  the  end  of  which,  he  or- 
.  dered  him  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  threatened  him  with 

•  immediate  death,  if  he  perfifted  in  his  refufal  to  obey  his 

•  commands.  But  he  flill  remained  inflexible  ;  whicti  fopleaibi 
Jl  MotenvakM^  that  he  bad  him  be  of  good  courage,  and 
told  him  that  he  fhould,  now  repofe  the  greateft  confidence  io 
}iim.  Afterwards  dennmding  of  him  what  could  infpire  hia 
with  fuch  an  amazing  refolution,  when  death  did  as  it  were 
ftare  him  in  the  face  ?  **  Two  things,"  replied  Honain,  ^my 
^^  religion  and  my  profeffion. .  The  former  commands  me  to 
^'  im  good  to  my  enemies,  and  much  more  not  to  hurt  my 

.  ^'  friends.'    The  latter  was  inftituted  folely  for  the  benefit  and 

^'  advantage  of  mankind ;  and,  at  my  entrance  upon  it,  I 

'  ^*  took  afolemn  oath  never  to  be  concerned  in  any  niifchievoos 

*'  t>r  lethiferous  preparations."     This  anfwer  charmed  the 

Khalify  who  made  him  a  prefent  of  a  rich  veft,  together  with 

a  very  confiderable  fum  of  money;  fo  that  he  Teemed  Co  be, 

'  for  fome  time,  one  of  the  happieft  of  mortals,  as  he  enjoyed 

^  fo  laige  a  (bare  of  Al  Motawakkel*%  favour.     However,  one  M 

Tifuriy  a  Cbrijtiany  envying  his  happinefs,  found  means  to 

accufe  him  of  profanenefs  and  infidelity  to  the  Khalifa  and  to 

ekcite  the  fuperior  clergy  to  profecute  him  for  the  fame; 

which  terminated  in  an  excommunication.  .  This  fo  affrfied 

tHonainy  that  he  died  fuddenly  the  following  night ;  bavixf  , 

as  was  generally  believed,  put  a  period  to  his  days  by  potfoo. 

He  left  behind  him  two.fons,  Dawd  ^nA  IJhak\  the  latter  of 

which  applied  himfelf  to  the  itudy'of  philofophy,  and  tranf- 

•];ited  fonie  of  the  bed  Greek  writers,  and  the  former  praftifed 

phyfic,  after  his  father's  death,  amongft  the  Idwer  fort  of 

people.     He  had  like  wife  a  nephew,  named  Hohatfib  Etm  JB 

J  (amy  who  had  an  excellent  talent  at  tranflations  ;  mfotnuch 

that  his  Arabic  verfion  of  feveral  Greek  and  Syriac  authors  bas 

been  juiily  admired  by  many  learned  men  of  the  eaft^  and  If 

fome  of  them  even  afcribed  to  Honain  himfelf.     This  cet 

brated  phyfician,  according  to  Ebn  Shohnah^  tranflated  into 

jfrabic  Euclldy  and  Ptolemy's  JImave/i,  vfh\c\\  were  afterward 

rev  i  fed  and  cor  reded  by  Thtlbet  Ebn  Korra  the  Sabian.     His 

.  fcholars  are  alfo  faid  to  have  tranflated  into  the  fame  language 

the  greateft  part  of  the  works  of  GaJcn  and  Elipp^^crates^  ai  d  lo 
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have  pubKlhed  this  verfion  under  their  miifler's  name.  Some 
writers  likewife  attribute  to  him  and  his  fon  the  Arabic  tranf- 
lation  of  Arijiotli^  AnalyticSj  and  his  treatife  of  Interpret 
iation^  intitled  by  ^c  Arabs  Anoluthica  and  Bart  ArmiHtas  i 
which  words  are  manifeft  corruptions  of  the  Greek.    In  the 

.  French  king's  library,  N**  866,  feveral  of  HonaifCs  pieces, 
namely,  the  Kefaiat  Al  Naik^  the  Itawajhi  Mejfail  At  Ha^ 
kirn  Honaitij  &c.  are  ftill  preferved.  It  appears  from  Ebn 
Sbehnah^  that  Honain^s  excommunication  by  the  patriarch  for 
his  irreverence  to  certain  facred  pidures,  or  images,  and  confe- 
'  quently  his  death,  which  immediately  followed  that  tragical 

-;  event,  happened  in  the  Khaltfai  of  Al  MoUamed^  and  the  year 
of  the  Hejra  260,  or  261  *. 

Th£  reign  of  this  Khalifis  called  by  the  oriental  hiftorians  .Manjpr$* 
the  reign  of  prodigies.    The  earthquakes  in  various  parts  of  the  'tigies  in 
world  during  that  period,  and  the  ftrange  efFeds  produced  by  ^^f 
fome  of  the  dreadful  concuffions  attending  them,  already  taken  P^^J'^^  * 
notice  of,  have  been  confid^red  by  thofe  writers  as  part  of^^^^' 
them.  *  Befides   which,  many  others,  and  particularly  one 
in  the  country  oi  Kairwan^  the  Cyrenaica  of  the  antients, 
wherein  the  earth  opened  and  fwallowed  up  a  vaft  num* 
Iftt  of  people,  as  alfo  another  in  Tamanj  during  which  a 
large  ploughed  field  was  carried  from  the  top  of  a  hill  to  a 
place  at  a  coiifiderable  diftance  from  it,  without  lofing  an  inch 
of  ground,  have  been  mentioned  by  Ebn  f&%i.    We  are 

.  likewife  informed  by  Ebn  AbuH  We%a^  that  a  flrange  bird, 
bigger  than  a  raven,  perched  upon  a  tree  in  the  fame  country, 
and,  in  the  hearing  of  many  people,  difiindily  pronounced 
the  following  words,  Serve  aruifear  God,  God,  Gop,  which    / 
ijt  repeated  forty  times,  and  then  flew  away ;  but  foon  after 

,  returned,  and  pronounced  the  fame  words  forty  times  more* 

.  rrhe  truth  and  reality  of  which  fads  were  attefted  by  500 
perfons  who  heard  thern^  and  were  brought  before  AP  Mota^ 
tvakkel  for  that  purpofe.  Ebn  Aljala  alfo  writes,  that,  in 
Kbazffian^  a  bird  placed  itfelf  upon  the  bier  of  a  man,  whom 
fbme  of  his  neighbours  were  carrying  to  his  grave,  and  cried 
out  in  the  language  of  that  province,  Aimichtv  God  hav§ 
mercy  upon  this  deadperfon,  and  all  that  ajftft  in  his  interment • 
The  water  of  the  Tigris  likewife  at  Bcghddd^  once  in  this 
prince's  reign,  continued  for  three  days  together  as  ydlow  as 
melted  gold,  and  then  aiTuihed  the  colour  of  blood,  which 
remained  a  much  longer  time.  At  Sowidoy  a  fmall  town,  rii 
Egypt^  it  hailed  ftones  of  a  monftrous  fize,  every  one  of  which 
weighed  ten  Arab  pounds.  Nor  was  the  nature  of  thefe  ftones 

'  Al  Masuox,  Qrec.  Abu^l.Paraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  262— -267. 
£B?f  Shohnah,  D'Hbrbsl.  Bibhoih.  orieac.  slsi,  Honain,  p.  45(3, 
ct  art.  £iadt\  p.  307. 
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Iftfi  w(Hi(hf{uI  ^lan  itb^ir  fif^  For,  an  j/r^^lutvu^'taiDni 
of  than*  in  ordkr  to  mifce  afire  with  it  in  fak  xtnt^  fi>  m 
^a4am^  imiaediattjy  liTucd  out  of  it,  that  the  whok  teat,  mI 
<;yery  jtbidg  conoi^uftifale  in  it,  ivcfe  oonfumed  in  an  mftait 
.Some  of  thefe  Aom^  bsc  fatd  to  have  been  pceicnKd  at  iUn^ 
0r  JJ  KfUraby  tod  BstJii  in  G^orgioy  a  long  tune  after*   A 
FiTJkn  author  relatAs,  that  two  men  in  Egypt  Jiajring 
ftruck  down  to  ibe  ground  by  lightning,  about  the  ~ 
ti^y  both  continiiod  black  from  head  to  footall  die 
fHirt  of  their  lives,  without  having  received  any  ather^daoHge 
therefrom  °. 
niijl[nid      This  iTAtfZf/ ifliicd  at  kaft^two  edias  ^ 
tiv  edia$(eix[tA  in  the  Mojlem  empire,  as  has  hccn  abea^ 
Mfi^  ^    one  of  which  has  been  confidered  as  the  eScA  of  his  refcot* 
th  Cbri-  iQ^ji^  ag^ioft  BakbtiJbM^  his  phyfician,  who  pcofeSed  Ac 
'^^^^*      Chrijiwn x^Xi^sun^t  by  fome  of  theeaftern  writers;  dioii^te 
feems  to  have  peri^uted  thefoUowors  and  dafcendants^  JE 
iwith  a  much  greater  degree  of  violence.    Ia*bis  rcign»&w- 
fhilusy  the  -Greek  emperor,  ordered  ail  the  imam  of  fiiioaJia 
the  churches  to  be.deftroyed ;  which  induced  S^fbrsmmSy  the 
patriarch  of  Jlex^ndria^  and  one  Mu  Kwrra^  an  Arak^  ia 
write  in  defence  of  image-worlhip;  though  othecs,  witb  aa  ja> 
yipcihle  :ftrength  of  reafoning,  maintained  the  cootmiy  opi- 
l>'K>n.    The  former  of  thefe  learned  man  ient  a  latstr  «>.4ie 
llimperor,  containing  the  reafons  that  obliged  him  todifiippi 
of  his  CQ|idu(^  in  the  aforefaid  paaticular;  which, 
ing^o  fome,  had  fuch  an  efieA  upon  that  prince,  that  lie  a 
mediately  revoked  his  former  edi<ft.     S^^Manms  dUed  af  a 
4ropfy,.  jn  the  233d  year  of  the  H^ra^  and  was.fiiooeodadby 
one  MicbacU  &  native  oi  Jlexandria^  who  At  in  the  patrar- 
chal  fee  there,  according  to  EutychiuSj  about  twenQT'^fciir  yem. 
The  fame  author  relates,  that  the  emperor  had  a  diftaftegivea 
him  to  inuges  by  the  pious  fraud  of  a  pricft,  who,  by  mcaiis 
of  a  lea^den  tube,  made  the  people,  believe,  tiiait  die  hicalls^if 
an  image  of  the  virgin  Mary  dropped  milk ;  which  piTrtriHlnl 
jniracle  procured  from  the  populace  an  uncommon  dcgne  af 
revereilce  for  that  image,  and  no  fmall  accefion  of  wealth  tD 
the  prieft  himfelf :  but  the  impofture  being  detcAed,  <d|c  can 
peror  was  fo  incenfed,  that  he  'commanded  Jiim  ta  he  ko* 
headed,  and  forbad  his  fubje6ls  to  worfliip  «ilher  the  ianga 
or  pidures  of  faints  ;  which,  for  fome  time,  he  copfideaedw 
downright  idolatry.     To  which  we  may  add,  that  thta  cM 
ieems  to  have  preceded  a  few  years  the  Kiatifs  £sSt  elft 

■  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  Grio.  AbdV-K* 
j(Ajy  &c.  ubi  Cup.  £bn  Juzi»  Golii  oat.  ad  AUcngaa.  ^.  162-^ 
164.  £bn  A^\j\  Weza,  £aN iVL  laLAt  AuMaa  £aa  Matutt 
MED  Abd'aljaafar  Al  Kazwxni. 
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a^iift  the  Cbri/Hans  5  and  that  not  long  after  the  emperor  had 
mboliflied  the  worfhip  of  images,  he  relapfed  intd  that  fpecics 
of  idolatry.  This,  therefore,  being  fo  extremely  repugnant 
tothe  turnjand  genius  of  the  Mahammedans^  probably  excited  ' 
tbe  KbaUf  to  difcover  an  ill  difpofition  to  the  Chriftiam  in  the 
year  of  die  Hijra  135.  For,  the  difgrace  oiBakhtiJhua  hap- 
penffd,  if  we  will  believe  jfbuU-Farajj  in  the  year  of  the 
Jiejra  244;  and  therefore  could  not  occafion  the  publication 
of  the  aforefeid  edi£t,  n«twithftandhig  what  may  feem  to  be 
infinuated  to  the  contrary  by  Eutychius^  who,  perhaps,  indu- 
ftrioufly  concealed  the  true  caufe  of  that  affair  ^. 

With  regard  to  Al  MotatuaJ^keFs  perfon,  he  was  tall,  of  a  Dt/crip- 
diin  habit  of  body,  and  had  a  fwarthy  complexion.    He  had,  tio»  0/  Al 
bowcrer,  a  handfome  face,  in  which  a  reddifh  and  yellowifh  Mota- 
hae  appeared,  a  middling  beard,  and  eyes  of  a  larger  fize.  As  ^akkelV 
to  his  difpofition,  he  was,  if  we  may  believe  Abu  Jaafar  Jl  pf*'/<^9  ^nd 
Taiariy  extreihely  affable,  munificent,  and  of  great  condc-  ^*^^^^^^; 
ibenfion.    He  was  alfo  a  vaft  encourager  of  learned  men,  in- 
fomuch  that  prodigious  numbers  of  them  reforted   to  his 
court.    In  .this,  he  followed  the  example  of  his  great  prede* 
ceilbr  Al  Mamdnj  of  whofe  uncommon  paflion  for  the  fci<» 
encesy  particulv ly  geometry  and  aftronomy,  the  following  re<^ 
markable  inftance  has  been  handed  down  to  us  by  Cedrenus^ 
A  young  Greek  having  been  taken  prifoner  by  die  Arabs,  and 
brought  by  the  officer  whofe  flave  he  was  into  the  Khalifas  pre* 
fence,  that  prince's  geometricians,  who  likewife  then  appeared^ 
immediately  entered  into  »  conference  with  tiim ;  but  the  youth 
proving  in  knowledge  infinitely  fuperior  to. them,  they  aflced 
him  whether  there  were  any  more  geometricians  at  Byzantium 
is  good  as  himfelf  ?    To  which  he  anfwe^ed,  that  there  were 
many  there  who  vafily  excelled  him,   and  particularly  his 
matter  £^tf,  then  in  poor  circumftances,  who  applied  himfelf 
fidely  to  the  fludy  of  the  fciences.    The  Khalifa  extremely 
defirous  of  having  fo  celebrated  a  mathematician  at  his  courts 
gave  the  Greek  his  liberty,  and  fent  him  with  a  letter  to  Lec^ 
then  at  Conftantino^e,  or  Byzantiunij  to  invite  him  into  his 
domini<ms ;  offering  at  the  fame  time  to  load  him  with  pre^ 
fents,and  fetdewhat  penfion  he  pleafed  upon  him,  if  he  would 
undertake  to  inftruA  his  fubje<%  in  thofe  fciences,  in  which  he 
fb  emihendy  excelled.   This  letter  Leo  Ihewed  to  Theo^i/ius  ; 
and  he  immediately  communicated  the  contents  of  it  to  Thecphi^ 
iirx,who  then  fat  upon  the  imperial  throne.  The  emperor,  be-  • 

tng  by  this  means  made  acquainted  with  Leoh  uncommon  me^ 
rk^  conftituted  him  profeflbr  of  thofe  branches  of  literature  he 

^  D*H8RBEL.  Biblioth.  orient,  art.  Mota*vakkel,  p.  640.  GR|a« 
Abv*l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  262,  263  Eutych.  ubi  fup.  p,  448-^ 
45 J.  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  AlMakin,  ubifup.  p.  152, 153. 
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was  mafier  of,  and  converted  the  diurcfa  ^^fvrtjftmrfjn 
into  a  fchool,  or  e^nafium^  where  he  exeruied  the  gRstt  ta- 
lents h6  was  mafo  of  for  the  public  good.    After  this^  ^ 
Mamun  fent  him  a  confiderable  number  of  geometrical  and 
aftronomical  problems,  bcfides  feveral  relauve  to  odicr  fti- 
ences,  of  all  which  he  foon  received  from  him  a  moft  ac« 
curate  and  latisfaAory  folution.    This  b  nuied  the  advan- 
tageous idesi  the  KbaHf  had  already  formed  to  himfetf  of 
Zrfp's  tranfcendent  merit,  that  he  (ent  an  embaflador  to  the 
imperial  court,  to  defire  the  emperor  to  permit  that  leaned 
man  to  refide  a  fhert  time  with  him.    For  which  favour  the 
embaffador  offered  7heopbiba^  in  his  matter's  name,  a  laige 
fum  of  money,  and  to  enter  into  a  lafting  freaty  of  peace  and 
alliance  with  him.    But  the  emperor,  being  unwilling  that  the 
'  jfrabs  £bould  make  a  figure  in  the  learned  world,  refilled  to 
comply  with  jil  Mamun's  requeft,  and  created  Leo  bifhop  of 
Tbiffaloniui.     However,  this  fufficiently  demonftrates  that 
Khaltfs  thirft  after  knowledge,  and  confirms  the  chaiafier 
given  of  this  prince,  at  leaft  in  the  partiadar  here  infifad 
upon,  by  the  oriental  biftorians  '• 
SmifoT"  .  The  iS!^tf/l/i^/iI/<^47u/jii^/reigned  fourteen  years  and  fevca 
/i^^/ar/i- months,  according  to  Ahiil-Faraj^  or  fourteen  years  ou^ 
€ulars  re-  months,'  and  nine  days,  if  we  will  believe  EuiycbiuSy  or,lafiiy, 
lating  to    fourteen  years,  ten  months,  and  three  days,  if  we  chufe  to 
iim.         admit  what  has  been^  advanced  by  Mu  Jaa/ar  Al  Tiakfi. 
According  to  the  firfl  and  lafl  of  thefe  authofs,  he  was  fottf 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death ;  but  Eutychius 
him  to  have  been  forty-four  years  old  when  that  tragical 
happened.     In  the  tenth  year  of  his  Kbaltfat^  be  made  SM- 
ndn  Ebn  Zariin  patriarch  of  Jeru/alem^  who  fat  in  that  lee 
about  five  years.    The  firfl  of  his  f^ijirs  was  Mohammed  Eki 
JbcPalmalec  M  Ziydt ;  after  whofe  death,  Mohammed  EhnJU 
JFadl  Jl  Jorjani  was  called  to  that  high  pofl.     And,  laftly»ifl 
yorjam  was  fucceeded  by  AhiaUah  Ehn  Tahya  Ebn  KbiioM^ 
who^  as  fome  writers  will  have  it,  was  the  Khalifas  principal 
fecretary  of  flate.  •  The  firft  employed  by  this  prince  in  the 
capacity  of  judge  was  Yahya  Ebn  A&em^  whom  he  turned  out 
of  his  office,  and  deprived  him  of  all  the  money  he  had  therein 
acquired,   which  amounted  to  the  fum  of  100,000 
After  Yahy<C^  difgrace,  he  advanced  to  that  honourable 
ployment  ^i^^r  Ebn  Mohammed  Al  Barhami^  and  then  Jao' 
far  Ebn  Abd'allah  Ebn  Jaajar  Al  Hdjhemi,  He  removed  fima 
the  exalted  poil  that  had  been  conferred  upon  him  Ahmed  Bk^ 
Dawdy  who  bad  been  fo  inilrumental  in  his  elevation  to  the 

*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  151. 
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KbtAfBt.    The  firft  captain  of  bi»  guards  was  l^ak  Ehn  Ihra^ 

iimf  and  the  feoond  Mobamm$d  Ebn  AMallab  Ebn  Th^btr^ 

who  was  fenc  for  out  of  Khorajan.    His  firft  chamberlain  was 

If^mify  the  Turk^  his  fecond  Sa'idEbnSaleb.  and  histhinlB^fi, 

or  Bogiy  the  Turk.    The  firft  day  of  his  reign  was  Tburfdaf<^  , 

and  the  laft  Wtdmjday.    The  infcription  of  his  feal  was.  In 

God  U  my  truft.    It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  Fatab 

Ebn  Kbakan^  his  principal  favourite,  was  ailaffinated  with 

"     .  SECT.    XXXIL 

IT  appears  from  what  has  been  related  above,  that  the  night  Al  Mon- 
Al  Mfftawakktl  was  maflacred  the  aflaffins  faluted  his  fon  ^j^ff^2 
Id9hammidAbuJaafar AlMontafer^  or,  as  he  is  cemmonly  call-*'  Knalu. 
•d,  AlMmtafer  BrUah^  Kbalif,    The  next  morning  the  new 
emperor  of  the  faithful  a&mbled  all  the  great  officers  of  the 
court,  and  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Aljaafaria^ 
built  by  the  late  Kbaiify'who  had  been  murdered  there,  and  or- 
dered Ahmed  Ebn  Al  Khasib  to  read  to  them  a  declaration  he 
liad  caufed  to  be  drawn  up,  importing  that  he  had  no  hand  in 
his  father's  death,  but  that  this  ought  to  be  imputed  to  his  fa* 
vourite  Fatab  Ebn  Kbdkdn^  whom  he  had  ordered  to  be  cut  to 
pieces  for  being  guilty  of  fo  black  a  crime.  After  which,  he  was  > 
inaugurated,  and  all  the  perfons  of  difUndion  prefent  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  him.   His  mother  Habajha^  one  of  Al  Mo^ 
/tffOiffii/rs  concubines,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabariyVrzs 
of  Greek  extraction.    Soon  after  his  inauguration,  he  demo* 
lifbed  the  palace  Al  Jaafaria^  ereSed  by  his  father,  and  re- 
tired into  Samarraj  or  SarraManrayj  where  he  refided  during 
the  remainder  of  his  (bort  reign.  Some  of  the  Mojlem  writers 
pretend,  that  AlMoniaJer^  not  long  after  his  acceilion,  look* 
ing  upon  a  piece  of  tapefhy  curioufly  wrought,  difcovered 
thereon  a  perfon  on  horfeback  with  a  diadem  about  his  head, 
and  round  it  a  Perfic  infcription,  which  he  commanded  a  Per' 
Jian  then  belonging  to  his  court  to  explain.     The  Perjian^ 
continue  thefe  authors,  would  willingly  have  evaded  obeying 
the  KbaHf^s  command;  but  finding  this  impra£licable,  he 
told  Al  MontafeTy  that  the  horfeman  he  faw  was  Shir^ehy  the 
fon  of  Khtfr^  Parviz,  who  flew  his  father ;  and  that  the  in* 
fcription  was  to  the  following  efte6t :  /  am  Shiruyeh,  the  fin 
af,  Khofru  Parviz,  who  flew  my  father^  and  reigned  only  fix 
4nontbs,    Al Montafer  no  fooner  heard  thefe. words  than  he 
changed  countenance ;  confidering  the  whole  affair  as  omi*        '■* 
nous,  and  amounting  to  a  predi6^ion  that  bis  reign  fhould  not 
^ceed  that  term.     Which  predidion,  if  we  will  believe  the 

y  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubifop.  p.  261.  Eutych.  ubifup, 
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jfir4xh  hiftorwns,  met  with  a  full  and  ablblute  com{rfetion«  jfht 
Otbmdn  Beer  Ebn  Md>ammedAl  Mazeni^  a  celebrated  gram- 
marian, famied  for  his  fkili  in  theAraik  tongue, died  the  prefent 
year.  We  muft  not  forget  to  remark,  that  Jl  Mmiar^  the  foo 
of  Mohammed^  KbaHfoi  Spain^  invaded  the  province  of  Alava^ 
where  he  overthrew  the  Chrifiian  forces,  and  brought  a  great 
number  of  heads  with  him  to  Corduba ;  and  that  Al  AbMs^ 
the  fecond  Aglabite  Emir  of  Sicily ^  who  was  fiicceeded  by  his 
fon  AhiaUah  Ebn  Al  Abbasy  eleded  by  the  people  Emtrj  tiB 
the  Khali foi  Kairwan\  pleafurc  was  known,  died  in  the  year 
of  the  Hejra  247  2^. 
^g  f^^  The  next  year,  being  the  248th  of  the  .J^M^aera,  begin- 

tludes  his  ning  March  7th,  862,  Boga  Al Kabtr^  Boga  All  SagMr^  Baginr^ 
brothers     QiBager^  Waslf^  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Turkijb  gimdsy 
from  the    concerned  in  the  aflaffination  of  Al  MotawcdtkeU  held  a  counctl 
fucceJIim.  amongft  themfelves,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  being  brought  to 
condign  puniihment  for  the  perpetration  of  fo  honid  a  crimen 
refolved  to  oblige  the  new  Kbalif  to  exclude  his  brothcn  S 
Mo'tazy  or  rather  Al  MoUa%Zy  and  Al  Mowaiad  from  the  foe* 
ceflion  \  being  convinced  that  either  of  thofe  princes  would  take 
vengeance  oi  them  for  hisfather 's  death,  if  ever  he  (hottU  afceol 
the  Mcjlem  throne.    But  the  Khalifa  brothers^  having  been  1^ 
prized  of  the  violence  with  which  they  were  threatened,  went  of 
their  own  accord  Xx^AlMontafer^  and  refigned  with  a  good  grace 
,  their  right  to  the  crown  after,  his  deceafe.  This  is  the  account 
of  the  affair,  at  prefent  in  view,  handed  down  to  us  by  fbme 
of  the  Perfian  hlilorians  \  tho'  the  Arab  writers  ceprefent  this 
f cfignation,  or  abdication,  as  the  tSSs&  of  compuliion.    fie 
that  as  it  will,  the  ATZid/i/^iaunediately  not^ed  this  event  to 
Mohammed  Ebn  Ahd^allah  Ebn  7hdher  Ebn  Hafein^  the  com* 
mandanc  of  Baghddd-y  intimating  at  the  £ime  time,  that  the 
two  princes  themfelves  deftred  to  be  permitted  always  to  Kve 
a  private  life,  as  their  abilities  were  by  no  means  equal  to  the 
government  of  fo  large  and  extenfive  an  empire.     Notirith- 
Sanding  which,  he  conlidered  the  Turkijb  officers,  who  had 
imbrued  their  hands  in  his  father's  blood,  according  to  fonc 
of  the  Arab  writers,  as  the  principal  authors  of  this  mcafuie ; 
and  even  told  bis  brothers  themfelves,  in  the  very  prefenceof 
thofe  officers,  that  they  had  impelled  him  to  it.     After  which^ 
he  difpatched  couriers  v^ith  advice  of  what  had  happened  to 
all  the  governors  of  provinces  in  the  empire.  Some  hifioriam 
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rqMrti  that  the  rich  tapeflry  abore-mentioned,  which  threw 
JlMwtafir  into  fuch  a  confternatioiiy  was  found  in  his  fa- 
ther's wardrobe,  and  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  antient 
kings  of  Perfta  \    . 

Al  Montaser,  not  long  after  his  elevation  to  the  Kha-  Al  Mon- 
lifaty  faw  his  father  M  Motawakkel  in  a  dream,  who  re-  tafer  dies* 
proacbed  him  with  his  parricide,  and  told  him,  that  he  fhould 
not  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  wickednefs,  in  the  following 
terms;  ''  Mobammidj  thou  haft  killed  me,  thou  haft  opprefled 
*^  me,  thou  haft  deprived  me  of  the  Kbaltfaty  which  thou 
**  (halt  in  a  (hort  time  leave,  and  then  enter  into  eternal  fire/' 
This  dream  fo  frighted  the  KbaHf^  that  he  immediately  awaked 
in  the  utmoft  terror,  burft  out  into  tears,  and  made  the  palace 
ring  with  his  lamentations.     This  foon  brought  to  him  Ab^ 
dailab  Ebn  Amru^  to  whom  he  related  his  frightful  dream  \ 
who  told  him,  that  thefe  nodurnal  horrors  were  only  the  ef^ 
feds  of  his  waking  thoughts,  and  bad  him  flight  them  as 
much  as  poflSlble.     In  order  to  which,  he  farther  advifed  him 
to  take  a  chegrful  glafs,  and  to  drive  away  all  penfive  thought^ 
by  a  round  of  hb  favourite  diverfions ;  which  he  accordingly 
for  fome  time  attempted  to  do.     But  notwithftanding  this,  he 
g^dually  fell  into  a  deep  melancholy,  which  at  iaft  put  a  pe- 
riod to  his  days  )  tho'  he  died  of  a  fquinancy  on  Sunday  the 
fifth  of  the  latter  Rabi^  according  to  Ahu^l-Faraj^  after  he  had 
been  ill  only  three  days.    Some  authors  pretend,  that  he  was 
carried  off  by  poifon ;  and  others,  by  an  ulcer  in  his  head, 
caufed  by  dropping  fome  oil  into  one  of  his  ears.   He  expired 
on  the  25th  day  of  the  former  Rabi^  if  we  will  believe  Abu 
Jaafur  AlTabari,     Another  writer  ailures  us,  that  he  died  of 
a  fever ;  of  which  when  his  phyfician  faid  he  could  eafily  cure 
him,  he  replied,  /  greatly  fear  this  will  be  the  laji  ficknefs  I 
Jhall  ever  have^  as  I  faw  a  perfon  in  a  dream  lajl  ntght^  who 
declared  te  me  that  I  Jhoulddie  in  the  twenty  fifth  year  of  my  age. 
This  perfon,  as  he  found  afterwards,  was  his  father,  whofe 
nocturnal  apparition  to  him  in  a  dream  has  been  already  takelt 
notice  of.    The  death  of  this  Khalif  happened  at  Sarraman" 
raia^  where,  ficom  the  fixth  day  of  his  ihort  reign,  he  chofe 
to  rcfide  ^. 

MiRHHOND  writes,  that  this  JiT^a/^  was  extremely  liberal  A  remark' 
to  his  friends;  of  which  he  gives  us  the  following  fmgular  in-  ahleftorj 
fiance.   One  of  his  officers  being  returned  from  Egypt ^  where  of  him, 
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be  had  acquitted  himfetf  perfedly  weD  in  an  office  be  wis  ii- 
trufted  with»  and  entertaining  his  matter  with  an  account  ef 
the  various  adventures  he  had  met  with  in  that  coimtiy, 
amongft  other  things  cold  him,  that  he  had  brought  ^tfa  Uib 
from  thence  a  wounded  heart,  becaufe  he  could  not  purchafc^ 
for  want  of  money,  a  female  flave  of  exquiiite  beauty  and  t 
moft  charming  voice.  The  Kbaltf  heard  him  without  mak- 
ing any  reply ;  but  being  determined  to  gratify  him,  he  gave 
orders  privately  to  the  governor  of  Egypt  to  buy  that  (hve, 
and  fend  her  to  Samarra  as  foon  as  poffible.  Upon  her  ar* 
rival  there,  (he  was  immediately  conduced  to  die  palace  | 
whither  the  KballfiiivittA  the  officer  a  few  days  after,  in  or- 
der  to  rally  him  upon  his  amours.  He  no  fooner  appeared  in 
his  matter's  prefence,  than  he  heard  the  voice  of  his  bdoved 
Have  in  the  next  room ;  which  put  him  inftantly  out  of  coun- 
tenance. The  Kbaltf  aiked  him  the  reaibn  of  his  confufioo, 
and  whether  he  knew  the  voice  he  heard  ?  Upon  which,  he 
frankly  owned,  that  he  took  it  to  be  the  voice  of  the  bemi- 
ful  flave  he  had  formerly  mentioned  to  him.  AiMoftiafgrAm 
demanded  of  him,  whether  he  ttill  preferved  his  aflbdioo  far 
her  f  To  which  he  anfwered,  that  ^*  as  he  could  not  enter- 
^  tain  the  leaft  hopes  of  ever  pofleffing  her,  he  ought  to  lav 
«  afide  his  paffion  for  her,  efpecially  as  ^fbe  was  become  hs 
*  ••  matter's  property."  The  Khallf  then  very  geneioufly  (aid 
to  him,  <^  I  can  aflure  you  with  an  oath^  that  I  have  purchafed 
^  this  beautiful  flave  in  Egypt  for  no  other  perfon  than  Jfour- 
**  felf^  and  that  I  have  only  catt  ode  glance  at  her  fmce  her  ar- 
••  rival  in  the  palace.'*  Which  words  were  no  fooner  out  of 
bis  mouth,  than  he  commanded  her  to  be  put  into  the  officci'^ 
bands,  adorned  with  all  thofe  jewels  he  had  given  ha*,  in  onkr 
to  make  a  more  valuable  prefent  to  him  ^. 
Afkafimi  It  was  in  this  Khalif%  reign,  that  an  Arab^  feated  on  a 
•cctirrenee  little  hill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Meua^  held  unlawful  \ 
iuhis  blies  at  his  hou(e,  in  order  to  debauch  the  youth  of  both 
r#y]|^«t  whom  he  fuffered  to  mix  together  promifciioufly  there,  in 
re£t  oppofition  to  the  Mohammedan  laws.  This  man 
brought  before  the  judge  of  Metca^  who,  after  he  had  re- 
proached him  with  his  unparalleled  impudence  in  daring  to 
be  guilty  of  fuch  lewdnefs  fo  near  the  holy  place,  began  im- 
mediately to  draw  up  his  procefi ;  not  doubting  in  the  leaft  if 
the  truth  of  a  faA  which  was  become  fo  notorious  to  all  dii 
people  of  the  territory  of  Mfcca.  $ut  as  none  of  his  acooti- 
pNces  would  appear  againft  him,  the  judge  found  himfijf 
greatly  embamired  for  want  of  evidence.  However,  he  M 
laft  hit  upon  an  expedient,  which  he  thought  woidd  infallih^ 
%onv\Qt  him ;  and  that  was  to  try  whether  any  (tf  diofe  puUk 
beaft^  jmde  vi%^  by  the  people  who  ict  W^  every  day  ftMi 
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one  paiticular  place  to  that  part  of  the  mountam  where  this 
Jral  lived,  would  of  themfdves  find  the  way  to  his  boufe. 
The  experiment  was  made  on  fome  afles,  the  beafts  princi* 
cipally  ufed  in  this  country,  that  went  diredUy  of  their  own 
accord  to  the  fpot  inhabited  by  the  Arai^  tho*  this  was  of  it- 
felf  extremely  difficult  to  be  difcovered.  The  judge  having 
now>  as  he  imadned,  full  proof  of  his  guilt,  fent  for  the  exe- 
cutioner to  chaftife  him,  who  immediately  appeared  with  the 
whips,  or  fcourges,  in  his  hand.  Th9  j/rai^  who  did  not 
want  wit,  at  the  fight  of  him,  bethought  himfelf  of  a  pleaCmt 
fort  of  finefle,  in  order  to  avoid  the  chaftifement  with  which 
he  was  threatened.  Turning  himfelf  then  to  the  judge,  he 
£itd,  ^Hfen  you  have  /lay'd  me  alive  with  your  whips j  you  will 
have  punijhed  only  one  guilty  perfon ;  huty  hyfucb  an  ailioUj  yat$ 
will  reflet  an  eternal  ignominy  upon  the  whole  Arzh  nation.  For 
it  wilt  be  ever  Ja id  of  them  hereafter^  that^  when  the  evidence^  of 
men  could  not  be  produced,  they  admitted  that  of  ajfes.  The 
company  were  fo  pleafed  with  the  humour  of  the  man,  that  ' 
it  was  the  opinion  of  every  one  prefent  that  be  ought  to  be 
pardoned ;  fo  that  he  was  inftantly  difmiiled,  without  having 
juiy  puniihment  at  all  infli£led  upon  him  <'• 

With  regard  to  his  perfon,  Al  Montafer  was  of  a  middle  Deferip^ 
ftature,  and  had  very  large  black  eyes.    He  had  alfo  an  aqui-'/Zm^/^/f] 
line  nofe,  a  majeftic  mien,  a  large  beard,  was  extremely  iztyperfin^ 
and  of  a  fair  complexion.    As  to  his  difpofition,  he  is  rt-^  and cba* 
ported  to  have  been  naturally  brave,  prudent,  and  juft,  buf^^* 
too  great  a  lover  of  money.     Some  of  the  Arab  writers 
obferve,  that  he  had  a  tafte  for  poetry,  and  made  tolerable 
vedes,  a  fpecimen  of  which  has  been  preserved  by  jfbu 

afar  Al  Tabari^  He  reigned  only  fix  months,  and  had 
Icarce  completed  the  25th  year  of  his  age,  tho'  Eutychius  fup- 
poles,  him  to  have  been  three  years  older,  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Not  only  the  lower  fort  of  people,  but  cyen  the 
grandees  themfdves,  gave  out  publicly,  from  his  firft  advance- 
ment to  the  Mojkm  throne,  that  he  would  not  reign  longer 
than  fix  months,  the  time  that  Shiruyeh^  the  fon  of  KhofrA 
Parvizy  furvived  his  father  ;  which  renders  it  probable  that 
he  waspoifoned,  as  we  find  ailerted  by  fome  of  the  Arab  hi* 
fiorians.    He  favoured  the  houfe  of  Ali^  and  permitted  the  .f. 

suites  to  vifit  Al  Hojiin^s  tomb.  His  Vijir  was  Ahmed  Ebn  .;-:  ^^'• 
M  Khastb^  the  captam  of  his  guards  Mohammed  Ebn^AbSallah  i 
Ebn  Thdhery  his  judge  Jaafar  Al  Abbdfi^  and  his  firft  cham- 
berlain Abu  Nifsr^  the  i'urk.  The  firft  day  of  his  reign  was 
either  Wedmfday  or  Thurfday^  and  the  laft  Saturday.  The  in-* 
Icription  of  his  feal  was.  The  perfon  who  endeavours  to  avoid 
fear  necejfari^  takes  it  to  him*    He  died,  and  was  inte^ed,  at 

4  D'HsaaaL.  Bibliotb.  orient,  ubi  fop.  p.  6a2»  623* 
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Sarra  Manraj^  and  bad  a  more  beautiful  fepuldue,  extSbai 
for  him  by  his  mother,  than  even  the  moft  fai&ed  and  emioeiK 
of  his  predeceiTors  ^. 

SECT.    XXXIII. 

Hf  isfuc  nr  HE  day  after  Al  Montafers  death,  the  two  Bogffsj  fadier 

ceededby     X    a^j  fQ^,  Atamejhy  and  the  other  principal  Turkijh  dS^r 

Al  Mof-   ^i^x%^  ipjrho  had  been  concerned  in  the  murder  of  ^  A^aiawai* 

^  ^'         iely  afiembled  in  that  part  of  the  metropolis  denominated  M 

Haruniaj  and,  after  coming  to  a  refolution  never  to  vcft  widi 

the  imperial  dignity  any  of  that  prince's  fons,  left  they  {hould 

be  called  to  an  account  for  their  former  villainy,  unanioioufiy 

elevated  to  the  Khalifat  Ahmed  Jbi^ I  Abbas  Ebn  Mohammed Eim 

Al  Mo^tafem^  who  was  furnamed  Al  Mojidin^  or  Al  Mo/Uim 

BVUah.     This  ftep  was  taken  apparently  to  the  prejudice  of -41 

MoUazz^  fecond  fon  to  the  Khaltf  Al  MotawakkeX  to  wbom 

the  right  of  fucceilion  moft  evidently  appertained.     But  ibc 

Turktjh  faftion  having  acquired  a  great  degree  of  power,  bj 

the  credit  which  Bogd  Al  Kabtr^  Boga  AlSaghtr,  JVafif^  Bag- 

her^  or  Bager^  and  their  other  chiefs,  had  obtained  in  all  ihe 

provinces,  they  carried  all  before  them;  infomuch  that  AL 

MoUazz's  party  was  intirely  borne  down,  and  Al  Ai§Jidin^ 

whofc  mother  Maharif  or,  as  others  call  her,  Makbdrek^^  bad 

ferved  his  father  in  the  capacity  of  concubine,  foon  found  him« 

ielf  in  peaceable  poflef&on  of  the  empire,  and  was  univeifallj 

acknowleged  the  fole,  true,  and  lawful  Khalif^* 

An  ineffec'     The  clcSion  of  the  new  Khalif  happened  on  Monday  the 

tual  at'     6th  day  of  the  latter  Rabi^  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  248  y  he 

tempt         being  then,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabariy  about  %i 

^f  A/f  '     years  of  age,  and  receiving  at  the  fame  time  from  the  eledlois 

az?/ "    ^^^  furname  of  Al  Mojla'in  BYllah,     As  foon  as  the  cleaioq 

Y'^  ^j,       was  over,  he  appointed  Atamejb  his  Vijir^  or  Wazir^  and  Abtui 

jrun   .      j^^^  j^  Khasfb  his  fecretary'of  ftate.    The  day  following,  he 

ihewed  himfelf  to  the  people,  in  his  imperial  robes,  who  were 

ranged  in  two  lines  to  receive  him.    But  the  Khalif  no  fooner 

appeared,  than  there  fuddenly  ftarted  up  a  body  of  50  horfe  and 

1 000  foot,  with  their  fcymitars  drawn  in  their  hands,  crying  oat 

with  all  their  might,  Long  live  Al  Mo'tazz  !  upon  which  a 

very  fmart  conili6l  enfued.     But  Al  Mo^tazz^s  friends  being 

at  laft  defeated,  and  for  the  moft  part  cut  to  pieces,  AlMo/ia*iu 

was  fixed  upon  the  Moflerji  throne.     That  prince  no  (boner 

found  himfelf  without  a  competitor,  than  he  fent  to  prifon  A 

«  AbuJaafarAlTabar.  Al  Makin,  obi  fup.  p.  135.  GiiiG. 
Abu'l-Faraj,  Eutych.  etABULFED.  ubi  fup.  D'Hbrb^  abi  fofu 

'  Khondemir,  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  At  Makik,  ofai 
fup.  p.  15^,  156.  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fop.  p.  26S.  Ea- 
TYCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  4j6 — 4jg. 
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Mfta%%  and  Al  Mvwaiad^  the  Kbaltf  Al  M^UnvakkePs  fbns.'  . 
About  this  time,  Yakib  Ebn  Al  Leit,  or  AiLity  moved  out  of 
Sijejtan  towards  Herit^  with  a  confiderable  body  of  troops ;; 
and  the  people  of  Hems  drove  the  Khalifas  governor  out  of  tho 
town.  The  prefent  year  likewife,  according  to  Ahtdfeda^  Bsgd 
Al  Kabtrj  and  Mohammed  Ebn  Al  Ola  Al  Hamadanij  departed 
diis  life.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  the  citizens 
ofMrrida^  the  antient  Emerita^  rebelled  alfo  this  year  againft 
AffbaPtttudy  the  Kbalifof  Spain ;  who  marched  againft  them 
with  a  powerful  army,  obliged  them  to  furrender  atdifcretion^ 
deftroyed  their  bridge,  difmantled  their^  city,  forced  them  to 
fend  a  number  of  hoftages  to  Cordubdy  and,  in  order  the  more 
tStSbizWy  to  keep  them  in  their  duty,  left  amongft  them  a 
detachment  of  his  troops  g. 

The  following  year,  being  the  249th  of  the  HejrOy  com-  T^^/Tur- 
mencine  Fibruary  24th,  863,  the  Greeks  overthrew  the  Arabs  kifli 
at  Marj  Al  AJkafy  and  put  Omar  Ebn  Abiallab  AlAktahy  their  droops  in 
general,  together  with  a  great  number  of  his  men,  to  the  fwordi  *^^  Kha- 
which  enabled  them  to  make  incuriions  into  thtMoflem  terri-  hf^^y^- 
tories^  as  far  as  the  borders  of  Mefopotama,  The  Turkijb  troops  *^}^'  **•* 
alfo  in  thtKbali^s  fcrvice  mutinied,  and  cut  to  ^ecesAidmeJhj  ''^* 
Al  Mojlctirt^  rifiTy  dSi^Sejd'EbnAlHdtemy  another  perfon  of  di^ 
fiindion  belonging  to  the  court.     They  alfo  plundered  Atd^ 
mfflfs  houfe,  and  carried  off  with  them  from  thence  an  immenie 
treafure.    To  thefe  outrages  they  were  excited  by  ff^asifznd 
B^g&i  their  leaders,  who  were  diffatisiied  with  Atdmejh^s  con- 
dud;  be  having,  at  leaft  as  they  pretended,  fet  theJ^A^7/(/^againft 
them,  and  excluded  them  from  a  fhare  in  the  adminiftration, 
Thefe  enormities  occafioned  a  commotion  at  Baghdddy  where 
the  populace  aflembled  in  great  numbers,  burnt  one  of  the 
bridges  over  the  Tigrisy  and  demoli&ed  the  other,  opened  all 
the  prifens  in  that  city,  pillaged  the  houfes  of  the  wealthieft  ' 

inhabitants,  and  diftributed  the  money  that  fell  into  their 
hands  on  this  occafion  amongft  the  forces  pofted,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers,  at  a  coniiderable  diftance  from  the 
town.  The  troops  likewife  in  gariibn  at  Baghdddy  inraged  at 
the  Turkijb  infolence,  about  the  fame  time  committed  great 
diforders  K 

In  the  250th  year  of  the  Hejray  beginning  February  ij/thy  Arebeh 
864,  Yahya  Ebn  Omar  Ebn  Yahyay  of  the  houfe  oiMy  af'  Hon 
fembled  a  body  of  troops  at  Cufay  and  declared  his  intention  breaki 
to  dethrone  Al  Mefta'in.    Upon  advice  of  this  revolt,  the  out  at 
Kha/i/kntMobammidEbnAb(fallahEbn  ThSherEbn^lHefein  ^^^^^ 

a  Khondbmir,  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ct 
Greg.  ABu'L-FARAj,ubifup.  Rodbric.  Toletan.  ubifup. 

*  KaosfOEMiR,  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  AlMakin,  ubi 
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With  tn  Tstmy  againft  T^bya  \  who,  coming  up  with  Uni  not 
far  from  Cufay  attacked  bim  with  fuch  bravery^  diat  he  |Nik 
liis  farces  topflight.  Tabya  himfelf  was  kUIcd  in  the  adiooi 
and  his  bead  (ent  by  Mohammed  to  Al  Abftiiin^  who  caufied  k 
to  be  expofed  to  the  view  of  the  people  in  one  of  the  mol 
public  places  of  &arra  Manraj.  This  defeat,  and  the  death  o( 
Xahya^  extbiguiibed  the  rebellion  that  had  broke  out  in  the^Ano* 
kianlrdk.  The  troubles^  however,  {lill  continued  at  Baghdad^ 
M^bir  SoM£  of  the  authoirs  feUowed  by  M.  D^Herbeht  rda^ 
rebelliw  .  that  one  Hafan  Ebn  Yezid^  another  chief  of  the  boufis  of  jBi^ 
in  Tab-  rebelled  againft  the  KhaSf^  and  feized  upon  ^e  province  of 
yc^^*  Tabrejidny  the  fame  year.  This  ufurper,  according  to  thofe 
writers^  remained  mafter  of  that  province  nineteen  whole 
years,  and  left  it  to  his  brother  Mohammed  Kafem^  pr  Kajimy 
who  fucceeded  him,  and  kept  poileffion  of  it  eighteen  years, 
without  any  moleftation  from  the  Kbalifs.  This  ufurpsr  is 
called  Jl  Hafan  Ebn  Zeld  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Ifnuulj  by 
Abutfeda  znd  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari ;  the  former  of  whick 
writers  places  his  defedtion  in  the  250tb,  and  the  latter  in  the 
251ft,  year  of  the  Mojkm  aera.  About  this  time,  the  pcopk 
ciHems  cut  AlFadl  Ebn  Karan^  the  Kbali/*s  governor  of  that 
city,  to  pieces ;  but  they  were  defeated  by  Mu/a  Ebn  BegaM 
Kabivy  his  fucceflbr,  who  put  a  vaft  number  of  dieoi  to  the 
iword,  and  laid  their  city  in  afhes.  The  preceding  year,  died 
Alt  Ebn  Al  Jahm^  a  poet  of  confiderable  note ;  as  did  alio 
about  this  time,  Al  Kialu  another  of  equal  merit.  The  M^ 
lems  reduced  the  city  of  Neetum^  the  Noto  of  the  m  * 
called  by  the  Arabs  Notts,  in  Sicily  the  prefent  year  ^. 
Al  Mof-       In  the  year  of  the  Hijra  251,  the  firft  day  of  which 

VL^'m  flies  coincident  with  February  2d,  865,  the  Turisy  who  had  t 

to  Bagh-  themfelves  matters  of  all  the  forces  of  the  empire,  and  by 
dad.  that  means  intirely  influenced  the  Kbalifs  councils,  were  di« 
vided  into  two  powerful  fadions.  Bagher,  or  Bagery  one  of 
their  leaders,  having  had  fome  difpute  with  Wastfy  another  of 
them,  applied  to  the  Khali f  for  juftice ;  who  was  ib  hr  finoa 
complying  with  his  requeft,  that  he  openly  favoured  his  ai 
gonift.  This  fo  exafperated  Bagher,  that  he  aflembkd 
friends,  with  a  refolution  to  afiaffioate  Wasif,  and  dqiofe 
Mojia^in,  in  order  t6  elevate  in  his  place  another  Kbalif 
ihould  be  more  favourable  to  him.  But  this  confpiracy  I  _ 
difcovered,  the  Khalifcdu(ed  Bagher  to  be  arrefted  in  theii*' 
perial  palace ;  of  which  the  Turks  being  apprized,  they  ioK 
mediately  took  up  arms,^under  the  pretext  of  delivering  their 

'  Abv  Jaapar  AlTabar.  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  D^Hbrsev 
Biblioth.  orient,  p.  631.   Greo.  Abu*l-Faraj*  obi  fop. 
y         ^  D'Herbrl.  ubi  fop.  Abui«fbd.  ubi  {up.    Citron.  Sic.  Aiah. 
Cantabrigjenf.  apud  Joan.  Baptist.  Caru$.  uhi  fop.  p.  6.  Fb%%. 
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general  out  of  his  enemies  hands.  This  oUiged  Al  M$fia*m 
to  hold  an  extraordinary  council,  at  which  affifted  WastfzxA 
B^a^  two  of  the  other  Tvrii^  commanders ;  who,  being  in- 
teiefted  in  Bagber's  deftruflion,  adfiftd  the  Kbaltf  to  put  him 
to  death.  This  advice  was  readily  lifiened  to,  JI  Moft^fin 
thinking  by  that  execution  to  appeafe  the  fediUQus  fpiritof  the 
7urktjh  foldiery.  But  it  produced  a  quite  contrary  tfkBt.  For 
the  Turks ^  being  rendered  more  furious  by  the  death  of  their 
chief,  pillaged  the  city  ofSarra  Manrtiy^  and  threatened  to  let 
fire  to  the  palace,  if  ^/l/and  Boga^  who  had  been  the  audiors 
of  their  general's  death,  were  not  immediately  delivered  into 
their  hands.  Thofe  officers  feeing  themfelves  reduced  to  fuch 
an  extremity,  could  find  no  other  expedient  at  that  critical 
jundure,  to  avoid  the  fury  of  their  own  troops,  than  to  carry 
off  their  mafler  with  them  to  Baghdad ;  which  they  accord* 
ifi^y  did.  The  mutineers  being  informed  of  what  had'hap* 
pened,  repented  of  die  violence  they  had  committed,  and  fent 
fleputies  after  Al  Mofta^in  to  intreat  him  to  return  to  his  capi* 
tal.  But  Mohammed  Ehn  Ahialtab  Ehn  Thaber^  the  com* 
mandant  of  Baghdad^  being  extremely  pleafed  that  he  had  got 
the  Khalifxn  his  hands,  and  hatine  the  Turks ^  as  did  alfo  both 
the  garifon  and  people  of  Baghdad^  received  them  very  ill,  and 
obliged  them  to  return  to  Sarra  Manray  without  having  feeQ 
the  l^haUf.  This  fo  irritated  the  Turks^  that  they  had  again 
retourfe  to  arms,  by  their  own  proper  authority  depofed  ^Al 
AAoftifin^  ahd  placed  Al  M^taxz^  Al  Montajer^s  brother, 
whom  they  took  out  of  prifon  for  that  purpofe,  upon  the 
Aioflim  throne.  Some  of  the  Arab  authors  call  Bagher  Taaz^ 
and  inform  us,  that  he  was  maflacred  by  Wastf^  Boga^  and 
other  perfons  of  diftindion,  becaufe  he  had  pofiefTed  himfelf 
of  the  imperial  palace  with  a  defign  to  aflaffinate  both  them  and 
Jll Mofla^iss.  This  year  t\\t^ Chriftians  worfled  the MeJUms  in 
an  adion  by  fea,  off  of  Syracufi^  and  took  four  of  their  ibips. 
It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  KhaUf  Al  Mgfta*in  made 
bis  efcape  in  a  fmall  veflel  from  Sarra  Manray^  feated  on  the 
eaflern  bank  of  the  Tigrisj  to  Baghdad  >. 

The  KhaUf  Al  Mo*taz%y  after  he  had  fettled  himfelf  upon  Al  Mof- 
the  Moflem  tfirone,  fent  his  brother  Ahmed  Ebn  Mottawakkel  ta*in*/ 
with  an  army  to  lay  fiege  to  Baghdad.  Ahmedhtgsin  his  march  abdica* 
from  Samarra^  or  Sarra  Manray^  on  the  23d  of  the  month  tiotiy  and 
jO  Moharram^  and,  upon  his^arrival  at  Baghddd^  befieged  the  dioib^ 
place  in  form.  His  army,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabari^ 
was  not  extremely  nAberous,  the  principal  part  of  it  confifl- 
ing  of  no-more  than  5000  Turkljb  and  Faraman^  pr  Egyp* 

1  KHOKDEMia,  Abu  Jaapae  Al  Tabae.   Al  Makin,  ubi 
lop.  p.  156, 157.    GuBo.  AbvVFaba^,  nbifup.  £utych.  ubi    \ 
/np.  p.  45S        461,  Chronic.  Sicul.  Arab.  Cantabrigioif.  et  Ca- 
9.v%.  Qfai  fop.  Goul  iM.  «I  Alfra^.  p.  230, 23 1^  im« 
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tian  horfe,  and  2000  Magrebians^  or  weftern  Jrahi^  Aoug^ 
if  we  will  believe  Abt^^eda^  it  amounted  to  50,000  ineB» 
Al  Aiofta^in  for  fome  time  defended  himfelf   with   great 
bravery,  made  feveral  fuccefsful  failles  on  the  befi^ers,  anj 
deftroyed  a  confiderable  number  of  their  men.  Nay,  he  would| 
in  all  probability,  have  forced  Ahnui  to  abandon  the  iieg^, 
had  he  not  been  betrayed  by  thofe  in  whom  he  was  obli^ 
the  moft  to  confide.    For,  Mohamnud  Ebn  AbiaUab  Ebm 
Thdher,  the  commandant  of  Baghdad^  in  order  to  provide  fior 
bis  own  fecurity,  thought  fit  to  propofe  an  accommodation  to 
Ahmed;   which  was  at  laft  concluded  upon  the  following 
terms,  viz.  that  Mohammed  Ebn  AbiaUah  Ebn  Thaher  {houU 
remain  in  peaceable  poflfef&on  of  his  government ;  and  that 
Al  Mojla^iriy  on  condition  his  life  was  granted  him,  fhould  ab« 
dicate  t^vt- Khalifat.     Some  of  the  Arab  hiftorians  relate,  that 
Mohammed  Ebn  Abd^aUah  Ebn  Thaher  being  apprized,  that  J& 
Mofla^in  had  engaged  Boga  and  Wasifio  aflaffinate  him,  came 
to  an  immediate  refolution  to  defert  the  party  of  that  priiMc; 
Be  that,  however,  as  it  will,  as  fpon  as  AlMo^tazx  had  figoed 
and  ratified  the  aforefaid  treaty,   Al  Mojidin  formally  re* 
nounced  all  pretenfions  to  the  Khalifat^  and  contented  him- 
felf with  living  a  private  life  in  the  magnificent  palace  of 
Hafan  Ebn  Sohal  at  Baghdad,,  which  was  affigned  him  Ibr 
his  refi^ence.     This  happened  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  25a. 
He  was  afterwards  removed  to  Al  Hajan  Ebn  JFaiiFs  pa- 
lace at  Bafra,  and  there  ftraitly  confined.     From  thence  he 
was  feiit  to  Wafety  and  committed  to  the  cuflody  oi  Ahmed 
Ebn  Tolun ;  who,  as  fome  will  have  it,  murdered  him  by  the 
Khaltfs  command,  in  the  month  of  Shawalj  the  fame  year« 
Others  affirm,  that  Sa*id^  Al  MoUazz^s  principal  chamber- 
lain, difpatched  him  at  Kddesia^  cut  ofF  his  head,  and  imme* 
diately  fent  it  as  an  agreeable  prefent  to  his  mailer.     And, 
laftly,  others  believe  that  he  was  cut  off  by  Sa^id^  Al  A/*'- 
tazz^s  Viftr^  foon  after  his  abdication,  in  the  imperial  city  of 
SarraManray.  Thofe  who  make  Ahmed  Ebn  Tolun  his  excco* 
tioner  relate,  that  his  head  was  tranfmitted  to  the  Kkalif  a( 
SarraManray\  and  that  When  the  meflenger  appeared  with  it  in 
that  prince's  prefence,  he  was  playing  at  chefs,  and  would  not 
vouchfafe  to  look  at  it  till  he  had  finifhed  his  game  ^  after 
which,  he  for  fome  time  beheld  it  with  great  pleafure,  attl 
then  ordered  it  to  be  buried.    Al  Mejia^in  reigned  three  yeai% 
nine  months,  and  a  few  days,  if  we  will  believe  the  Arah  lie 
florians  ;  tho'  his  reign  has  likewife  been  extended  by  Kbem* 
demir  to  the  length  of  almofl  four  complete  years*     With  re* 
gard  to  his  perfon,  Al  MoJfaUn  was  fat,  of  a  comely  zCpcSt^ 
and  had  a  black  beard.     As  to  his  difpofition,  he  was  miU^ 
indolent^  extumely  fearful,   and  intic^ly  governed  by  th^ 
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people  about  h»nu  His  firft  Vifir  was  At&nujh^  and  his  fe- 
Cii0tary  of  ^itAbmedEbnJlKhasib.  His  favourites  IVasif^ni, 
B^gdy  who  at  laft  deferted  him,  had  an  uncommon  afcendant 
over  him.  His  genq'al  Mohamrmd  Ebn  Abd^allab  Ebu  Tha* 
htr  abahiloned  his  interefts  in  the  n^anner  ah-eady  related.  His 
judges  Ahmid  Ebn  Abu* I  Shawdrib  AlAmawi  and  Mohammed 
t,hn  Wazir  Al  Wefeti,  made  no  very  confiderable  figure.  In 
the  laft  year  of  his  reign,  one  Samtius  is  faid  to  ha^e  beea 
advanced  to  the  patriarchate  oiAkxandriaj  and  to  have  pre* 
fided  over  the  church  there  eleven  years.  In  the  iirft  year  of 
his  KhaUfat^  Tbeodorus^  called  by  tl^ie  Arabs  Al  Moklatt^  was 
aUb  connituted  patriarch  of  Jirufalem^  and  fat  in  that  fee 
nineteen  years.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  Al 
M^e^iif^  abdication  was  attefted  by  his  own  judges,  and  all 
Ibe  principal  citizens  oi Baghdad^. 

Thb  fame  year,  that  is,  the  252d  of  the  Hejra^  AlHafan  AreheU 
Bbm  Ziid  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Ifmael^  of  the  pofterinr  of  Alt  //mimiT«« 
Bbn  Abu  TaUb^  rebelled  againft  the  Khalif  in  Tabrejan^  and  brellan. 
madehimfelf  mafter  of  that  province.     iSeveral  fmarta^ons 
happened  betweenhim  tnASotimanEbnAbd^allah^MohammedEbn 
AhiaUahy  %dahef^%  lieutenant  there.  But  at  XA&oUman  tntirely 
defeated  him,  put  a  vaft  number  of  his  followers  to  the  fword, 
and  obliged  him  to  fly  with  great  precipitation  into  DiryJ^m  n. 

Not  long  after,  another  pretender,  an  Arab  oi  Al  Ihala^  Another  m 
Hya^  named  Al  Hafan  Ebn  Ahmed  Ebn  Ifmael  Ebn  Ibrahim^  one  Dey  lam 
of  Allies  defendants,  fet  up  for  himfelf  in  Deylam^  routed  the  f^dAt^ 
ibrces  feat  againfl:  him,  and  poiTefled  himfelf  of  their  camp.  ^^* 
Not  content  with  this,  he  penetrated  to  AUdina^  drdve  die 
governor  out  of  the  town,  and  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  open 
their  gates  to  him.    From  Midina  he  marched  at  the  head  of 
bia  troops  to  Mecca^  and  befieged  that  city  two  months ;  but 
fading  himfelf  not  able  to  carry  the  place,  he  retired  to  Jodda^ 
cut  off  all  communication  between  the  Meccans  and  that  port» 
and  to  infefted  the  roads  that  it  was  not  fiife  to  perform  the 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca,   However,  he  foon  returned  thither, 
maffiicred  great  numbers  of  the  citizens  who  were  afiembkd 
on  mount  Arafat ^  on  the  ninth  of  Dhu'lbajjay  in  order  to  per- 
form their  devotions  there,  and  forced  many  others,  after  \m 
liad  plundered  them,  to  abandon  the  place  before  they  had 
gone  through  the  pceicribed  ceremonies.     But  death  foon  pot 
an  erxi  to  all  his  towering  projects,  and  difperfed  his  nume-t 
reus  followers  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  not  the  faintcft  traces  of 
this  rebellion  ever  afterwards  appeared  ^.  SECT. 

»  Abu  Jaapar  At  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  nbi  fap.  p.  157, 
158,  159.  Grbc.  Abu'l-Faraj,  etEuTYCH.ubifup.  Khondb* 
MIR,  D'Hebbbl.  ubi  fup.  p.  631,  632.  ■  Abu  Jaafar 
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•    SECT.    XXXIV. 

Al  Mo*-    T  T  P  ON  the  abdication  of  Jl  Mofidin^  Mohammed  Am  At^ 
Uzz  tiea-  ^J   dattab  Al  Mifta%%  Ehn  Al  Motawakkel  was  unanimodk 
ri  Khalif.  acknowledged  emperor  of  the  Mo/lemsy  on  tfte  fonrth  of  JP 
Mobartam^  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  252 ;  both  the  Tmh 
and  the  Arahsy  without  the  leaft  fcruple,  recognizing  his  au- 
thority.   His  mother's  name  was  Fattha.    When  he  was  fixed 
upon  the  throne,  without  any  danger  of  a-  competitDTy  he 
callbd  his  brother  Jl  Afdwaiad  again  to  the  fucceffion  s  tho* 
he  foon  after,  upon  a  bare  fufpicion  only,  deprived  hjm  of 
his  right,  and  fent  him  to  prifon.    'Tis  true,  Al  MmMumd 
had  a  fbong  party  in  the  empire,  that  would  undoubtedly 
have  declared  for  him,  had  he  intended  to  undertake  any 
thing  againft  the  Khali/.     But  as  to  the  reft,  he  was  guilty  ef 
no  crime  \  which  was  the  cafe  of  Al  Mawaffek^  another  cf 
his  brothers,  who  (bon  after  fell  under  the  fame  diigraceF. 
Hi  orders      The  news  of  Al  Motvaiads  confinement  no  fooner  traiit 
hts  hr^ibgr  f\rt6y  than  the  whole  body  of  the  Turkifl)  troops  began  to  be 
tobifri'  in  motion,  and  gave  out  publickly  that  they  would  rderfe 
vatiij       him.    This  fo  excited  ^/A&'/<7zz'sjealouf]^,  that  heoidcfel 
murdered  him  to  be  privately  murdered  in  prifon ;  which  was  cbne  ill 
imfrifiu,  f„^h  a  manner,  that  no  marks  of  violence  could  be  difeovertd 
upon  him.    So  that  when  the  body  was  expofed  to  the  view 
of  the  judges,  doAors  of  the  law,  noblefle,  and  Turlajhdt' 
ficers,  they  readily  agreed  that  this  prince  died  a  natonl 
death  9. 
the  WW       I^HE  Khali/  upon  his  acceffion,  confirmed  AdbbammedEim 
Khalif      AbdaSah  Ebn  Thaher  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  territories  it- 
tarejfee     figned  him,  and  the  government  of  BaghdMy  in  confonnitf 
#i&«  Turks  to  the  promife  he  had  made  him  before  his  elevation  to  die 
•a^  9f       KhaUfat.    He  likewife  came  to  a  refolution  to  cut  off  the 
fear.        chien  of  the  Turkijb  foldiery,  whofe  exorbitant  power  had 
proved  fo  fatal  to  his  three  immediate  predeceflbrs.     Bat  he 
was  diifiiaded  from  carrying  that.defign  into  execution  by  JMb* 
bammed  Ebn  Abdallah  Ebn  Thaber^  who  reprefented  to  ham 
the  dangerous  confequences  of  it  in  fo  flrong  a  li^t, 
inflead  of  punifhing  JVast/  Bagherj  and  the  other 
,  commanders,  as  he  had  intended,  he  heaped  new  fiavoun 
bn  them,  and  gave  them  feveral  additional  employments, 
greatly  augmented  the  power  they  had  already  acquired.    Be  . 
nkewife  deprived  Tivad  Ebn  Abdallah  of  the  govenamenraf  | 
Egypti  whidi  pof(  he  had  enjoyed  about  eleven  years,  and  ktk 

AlTabar.-  Al  Maxim,  ubifup.  p- i57ff  i$S-    Gouii  notai 
Aifragan.p.  too*  '  Abu  J  aafar  Al  Tabak.  Al  Maxoiw 
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About  thU  time,  according  to  ABulfida^  died  Mtbammed  Ebm 
BqftHiry  and  MobanmudEhn  AlMotJhariy  of  Bafroy  two  of  Jl 
BdiharPs  doctors,  2nd  jf I  Mofta^in  was  whipt  to  death  by  Sdid 
Eh  Sabel.  We  muft  not  forget  to  remark,  that  the  MoJUms 
t^DokNiitum^  or  NotOy  in  StcUy^  after  it  had  fallen  again  to 
the  Cbrifiiansy  the  prefent  year  '. 

The  V  following  year,  being  the  253d  of  the  Hefra,  the  7heTvxk$ 
Turkijb  troops  in  oarra  Manray  mutinied  for  their  pay ;  upon  ^f^^'^V^ 
which,  Wahfy  their  general,  in  order  to  appeafe  the  fedition,  *f*  ^*'  ^ 
ezpofiulated  with  them  about  their  breach  of  duty  in  very  ^f* 
ibarp  terms.    But  this  was  fo  far  from  producing  the  dcfired  ^  ^^P*- 
efied,  that  it  proved  fatal  to  him.    Thofe  iniblent  troops  firft 
gave  him  ill  language,  for  his  laudable  attempt  to  bring  them 
back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  by  words  only  \  and  then  fome 
of  the  moft  guilty  of  thep,  ruihing  upon  him  all  at  once,  cut 
hioi  inftantly  td  pieces  '• 

The  fame  year,  xhtKbaltfAl  M^'iazz  banilhed  his  bro-  AI  Mou- 
ther Ahmed  Ebn  Al  Motawakkilj  called  by  fome  writers  At  tazz  ba* 
Mffwaffekj  and  by  others  Abu  Abmed^  to  Wdfit^  or,  accord-  ^^*  bis 
ing  to  Euiycbiusy  to  Ba/raj  becaufe  he  ieemed  to  take  to  ^f^^^ 
heart  his  brother  Al  Mmaiad's  death.   He  afterwards,  how-  ^'^^^ 
ever,  permitted  him  to  reiide  in  the  eafiem  part  of  the  terri- 
lory  of  BagbdM*    The  famous  general  Mobammid  Ebn  Ab^ 
daOab  Ebn  Tbahir  departed  this  Iifie  at  Baghdad^  the  14th  of 
Dbu*liaada ;  and  the  following  night,  according  to  Abu  Jaa* 
far  Al  Tabariy  there  happened  a  remarkable  lunar  edtipfe. 
The  M9Jkms  of  &W^,  if  we  will  bdieve  the  Cambridgt  Chro- 
mwh  reduced  a  feco»d  time  the  citv  of  Ragufsj  the  prefent 
year  *. 

The  254th  year  of  the  i/z/m,  beginning  January  ift,  868,  BogS 
kad  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  the  RhaHfAl  Mo*tazz/  Bogaj  ribtU 
die  Tiirkj  fumamed  ihit  Elder y  in  order  to  diftinguifh  him  from  ^£^^-^ 
a  yomiger  officer  of  the  fame  name,  obferving  an  alteration  in  |f^  ^^r 
tbe  Khalifas  condud  towards  him,  according  to  the  writers  '"•  ^' " 
followed  by  M.  UHirbekty  left  the  court  abruptly,  and  retired  y'^ 
to  MawfiL    But  he  was  no  fooner  gone,  than  a  party  of  the 
KhaHf\  guards  pillaged  his  houfe.     U  pon  receiving  advice  of 
is,  B^ga  marched  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops  he  had 
~  towards  Sarra  Manrayy  under  the  pretext  of  chaftifing 
the  feditious  foldiers  in  that  capital,  but  in  reality  with  a  reib- 

■'  Aut.  LoBB  AlTawarikh,  Khondemir,  AbvJaafarAl 
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Intion  to  be  i^enged  6n  the  Khalif.  That  prin^  who  iwH 
not  ignorant  of  the  Tori's  ill  defigns,  commanded  Al  fV^M% 
the  Magrebian^  6r  weftcrn  Jrab  (fo  the  African  Mofitms 
called)  to  meet  him  with  a  powerful  army,  and  give 
'  battle  wherever  he  fhould  find  him.     The  Magrebian  exe* 

cuted  his  mafter's  oniers  with  fuch  bravery,  that,  after  a  ihaif 
engagement)  he  defeated  the  rebels,  and  took  Boga  htmfeK 
prifoner.    The  news  of  this  fignal  vidory  no  fooner  readied 
Al  Mo^tazZy  than  he  difpatched  an  exprefs  with  orders  to  M 
IValid  to  cut  off  his  prifoner's  head  ". 
Bogi  tht       The  fame  year,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tahari  and 
yungir     Abulfrda^  Al  AioUazz  put  Bogh  the  younger  alfo  to  death  at 
alfofut  to  Sarra  Manray\  which  excited  great  murmurings  amongjft  die 
death  by    Turki/h  troops,  and  paved  the  way  to  the  depofition  <J  that 
ibe  Kha-  prince.  About  this  time  died  Abu' I  Hafan  Ebn  Mobamnud  Ehi 
*^'  Alt  Ebn  Al  Hofein,  one  of  Alt's  defendants,  the  ninth  Slniu 

Imdnty  and  Mazahem  Ebn  Khakany  after  he  had  been  two  yean 
governor  of  Egypt.  The  latter  of  thefe  was  fucceeded  in  his 
poft  by  his  Ton  Ahnudy  or  Mohammed^  as  he  was  by  Arjy%E\m 
Olugh  Ebn  Tarkany  the  Turky  and  Arjm  by  Ahmed  Ebn  Tt* 
luny  an  officer  of  Turkijh  extra£lion,  then  about  thirty-four 
years  of  age,  in  the  month  of  Ramadan,  This  Abmtd  was 
born  at  Baghdady  and,  by  the  influence  of  th6  Turks  at  Ae 
Mojlem  court,  had  the  government  of  Egypt  conferred  upoo 
him  'y  tho'  his  father  Tol^n  had  been  only  one  of  the  Kba&f 
^  AlMamdrCs  Turkijh  flaves.     He  was  a  faft  friend  to  the  Turh 

.  on  all  emergent  occafions,  confidering  them  as  his  friends  and 
countrymen ;  though  he  ts  faid  to  have  defpifed  the  barbarous 
cuftoms  and  genius  of  that  nation.     He  has  been  reprefented 
as  a  perfon  of  uncommon  greatnefs  of  foul,  and  of  a  very  ami- 
able charaSer,  by  AbttUFaraj  w. 
Al  Mo*-       The  next  year,  being  the  255th  of  the  Hijrdy  the  Turki 
tazz  de-     perceiving  every  day  that  the  Khalif  w^s  refolved  to  get  rid  of 
fo/ed,  and  them  as  foon  as  poilible,  they  were  determined  to  be  befbie* 
fiafuid.    hand  with  him.     For  this  purpofe,  they  defied  SaUhy  the  foa 
of  IVasify  whom  they  had  formerly  afTaflinated,  their  geneiaL 
After  this  elefiion,  they  marched  in  a  body  to  the  houfe  of 
Abnied  Ebn  Ifratly  who  was  then  AlMo*tazz*s  ViftTy  and  pil- 
laged it.     Not  content  with  this,  they  went  afterwards,  with 
their  new  general,  and  Mohammed  Ebn  Bogdy  whofe  father  had 
been  beheaded  by  the^  Khalif  s  order,  at  their  head,  dire^ 
.to  the  imperial  palace ;  which  they  immediately  invefted,  asl 
in  an  infolent  manner  demanded  their  pay.     The  Khalifa  li 

*  Khondemir,  D^Herbel.  Bibl.  orient,  art.  Motar^^.t^^y 
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Ibat  tune  not  being  in  a  condition  either  to  fatisfy  their  de« 
mands,  or  to  refift  their  violence,  was  dragged  out  of  his  pa- 
Uce,  and  at  laft  conftrained  to  abdicate  the  Khalifat^  in  the 
frefence  of  Ebn  Jhu^l^bawdrib^  and  other  proper  witnelTes, 
•ither  on  the  2d,  the  28th,  or  the  l^ft,  day  of  Rfijeh^  in  favour 
^ Mohammed  Jlbu  AbJallah-Ebn  AlWdthekyVfho  afterwards  at- 
famed  the  name  of  ^/  Mohtadi.    After  this  unexpe£ied  revo- 
lution, Al  Mo^ttfzx  was  fent  under  an  efcorte  to  Baghdad^ 
where  he  died  of  thirft,  according  to  Khondemir^  or  rather 
was  ftarved  to  death  with  hunger,  if  we  .will  believe  the  Arab 
biftonans.     He  reigned  about  four  years  and  feven  months,  ijf 
we  coQdpute  from  his  public  inauguration  at  Sarra  Manray  ; 
but  a  year  lefsy  if  we  make  his  Khalifat  to  commence  imme- 
diately after  the  abdication  of  Al  Mojla^in.  His  funeral  fervice       • 
was  performed  by  bis  fuccefibr  Al  Aiohtadi,     His  prime  mini- 
ftcrs,  or  f^ifrSf  were  Mohammed  Ebnjaaf or  ^  If  a  Ebn  Farhanah^ 
Ahmed  Ebn  Ifrdil^  or,  as  he  is  called  by  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Ta^ 
iariy  Abu  Mohammed  Jaafar  Ebn  ITrdil  Al  Jnbdri ;  his  ge- 
nerals, Mohammed  Ebn  Ab^allah  Ebn  Thaher^  Soliman  Ebn 
AbiaUah  Ebn  Thaher^  and  finally  Obeld^aUah  Ebn  Abd'aUab 
Ebn  Tbaheri  his  chief  judge  Ahmed  Ebn  Al  Hafan  Ebn  Abu'l 
Shawarib  ;  and  his  chamberlains  fVastf  Bifgij  B&cbacy  or Bdi-' 
baij  and  Saleh  Ebn  tVasif^  all  Turks ;  the  laft  of  which  had  the 
principal  hand  in  his  depofition,  as  well  as  his  death,  that  foon 
after  followed.    As  to  his  perfon,  Al  Mo^tazz  had  an  elegant 
head  of  hair,  and  fo  handfome  a  face,  being  of  a  fair  com- 
plexion, that  he  has  been  reprefented  as  the  moft  beautiful 
perfon  in  his  dominions.  Nor  was  he  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
if  we  will  believe  EutjchiuSy  above  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
With  regard  to  his  difpofition,  he  was  fo  attached  to  pleafures 
of  various  kinds,  that  he  intirely  negleded  the  government  of 
his  vaft  empire,  and  frequently  a£led  beneath  the  dignity  of 
his  fublime  flation.     The  patriarch  Sanittus^  or  Sanitius  con- 
verted feveral  unbelievers,  who  denied  the  reality  of  our  Sa- 
viour's pai&on,  in  this  prince's  reign  \  which  gave  no  fmall 
pleafure  to  the  pious  patriarch  of  Antioch,  according  to  fome  of 
the  Cbrijlian  writers.     The  fame  Sanitius  like  wife,  in  the  lieu- 
tenancy of^)&in^i/£^iz7(?/»ii,  was  at  the  expence  of  making  feveral 
fubterraneous  aquedu6b,by  means  of  which  the  city  of  Alexan^ 
dria  was  plentifully  fupplied  with  excellent  water.  If  any  credit 
©ay  be  given  to  Eutychiusy  the  Khaltf  Al  MoUazz  appointed 
Baibakj  the  Turk^  to  prcfide  over  Egypt ;  who  beftowed  his  ♦ 

daughter  in  marriage  upon  Ahmed  Ebn  Tol&n^  and  conftituted 
him  his  deputy  in  that  country.  And,  in  the  month  of  Ra^ 
niadan^  according  to  the  fame  writer,  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra 
254,  Ahmed  entered  Egypt  as  BMak's  deputy  only ;  which  runs 
e6unter  to  what  has  been  related  by  Abu*l-FaraJ  and  Abti 
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yaafar  M  Tahari,  Abulfeda  related,  that  when  die  TurB/b 
militia  found  Al  Mo^ta%%  not  able  to  produce  the  money  de- 
manded of  him,  they  offered  to  accepjt  of  onlv  50,000  dtnan^ 
but  that  the  Khaljfhzving  applied  to  his  motner  Kabibabj  who 
was  immenfely  rich,  in  vain  for  that  fmati  fum,  they  came  to 
a  refolution,  in  conjundion  with  the  Farainians^or  Egyptiams^ 
and  the  Magrebians^  or  weftem  Arabsy  to  depofe  him.  After 
which,  continues  this  author,  they  dragged  him  to  his  diam* 
ber-door,  beat  him,  expofed  him  without  the  palace  to  the 
burning  rays  of  the  fun,  where  for  fome  time  be  remained  ia 
exquifite  torture,  buiFeted  him  in  a  barbarous  manner,  and 
finally  obliged  him  to  abdicate  the  Kbalifaty  in  the  prefence  of 

S roper  witnefles,  and  particularly  of  Ebn  Abu*l  Shawdriby  the 
la4i  of  Baghdad.     Not  content  with  this  cruel  treatment^ 
they  permitted  none  of  his  fubjeds  to  bring  him  any  nourifh- 
ment  for  three  days  together,  hurried  him  into  a  fubterraneoas 
vault,  out  of  which  ilTued  a  noxious  and  peftilential  vapour^ 
that  put  a  period  to  his  days,  and  depofited  his  remains  in  a 
tomb,  near  thofe  of  Al  Montafer^  at  Sarra  Atanray,  Wemnft 
not  forget  to  remark,  that  Ab^allah  Ebn  Abfalrabmon  A 
7)araniy  the  author  of  the  Mojajfemian^  or  Corforealj  tradi- 
tions, Abu  OmrAn  Amru  Ebn  Babr  Al  ^ahttb^  whb  left  many 
learned  works  behind  him,  and  Mohammed  Ebn  Keram  AlZe* 
jeftaniy  whofe  followers  not  onlv  admitted  a  fefemblatue  be* 
tween  God  and  created  beings,  but  declared  God  to  be  rar- 
foreal^  and  from  thence  received  the  denomination  of  JA* 
jajfemianiy  or  Corpcrealifts^  died  the  prefent  year  *. 
Somefyr^      Ebn  Shohnah  writes,  that  the  Atrak^  or  Turks^  the  Fa* 
ther  parti'  rainah^  FarainianSy  or  Egypt  tans  ^  and  the  Maganba^  Magr^^ 
culars  re-  iians^orvvc^trnArabSyZiiht African Mofiemswerecsdled^skSem^ 
^f!%  ^    bled  in  a  body  before  the  imperial  palace,entered  it  by  force,  and 
v/    Jh'  ^"gg*^^  ^'  Mo'tazz  by  his  feet  from  the  throne.  After  which, 
/iTr       ^^^y  ^^^^  ^^"^  ^*^^  clubs,  and  expofed  his  body  firetched  out 
Fatihab     *'  length  to  the  folar  rays,  then  extremely  hot,  in  order  to 
•r  Kabi*    i^^^^  ^^^  ^y  ^^^^  barbarous  indignities  to  fign  the  relignadao 
Jiab.         they  had  caufed  to  be  drawn  up  for  that  purpofe.     The  lanie 
author  relates,  that  this  KbaliPs  mother's  name  was  Kahih^ 
and  not  Fatiha^  Fatihah,  or  Fatihaty  as  Erpemus  reads  it  in  the 
text  of  Al  Alakin;  which  imports  home/jy  or  ugfyy  and  was  wea 
her  by  her  hufband  Al  MotawaAiely  by  way  of  joke,  (he  having 
been  one  of  the  mbft  beautiful  women  of  the  age.     This  h4f 
am^Jed  vaft  treafures  during  her  hufband's  reign,  and  budd 
them  in  the  earth  after  that  prince's  death,     Sut  the  Kiei/ 
Al  Mohtadiy  af:cr  his  acceffion,  obliged  her  to  put  them  into 
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his  hands.  This  writer  farther  relates,  that  thofe  treafurea 
confifted  of  1,000^000  dinars^  a  makuky  or  buihel,  of  eme^ 
raids,  and  another  of  pearls,  together  with  a  kilajah  of  rubies 
of  the  colour  of  fire.  Every  kilajah  contained  three  Arabic 
pounds  and  three  quarters,  and  every  makuk  three  kilajah^ si 
fo  that  the  latter  amounted  to  eleven  pounds  and  a  quar- 
ter Arabic  weight.  Whenevcc  Sakh  Ebn  Wastf  mentioned 
lliis  princefs,  he  faid,  Kabbah  Allah  Kabthat^  i.  c.  God 
makes  ugly^  i.  e.  curfes^  this  woman y  who  hears  the  name  ofu^fj 
notwithfiantUng  Jhe  is  extremely  beautiful.  For,  though  Jhe  was 
miftrefs  offuch  immenfe  treafures^  Jhefujfered  her  fin  Al  Mo*- 
tazz  to  be  depofed  and  murdered^  rather  than  part  with  only 
40,000  dinars,  which  fmailfum  would  have  fatisfed  the  TurkiOi 
foldiery  that  mutinied  for  their  pay .  After  Al  Mohtadi  zkcnied 
the  Mojlem  throne,  R^abihah  Q^\x\XXtii  SarraManray^  and  retired 
^  Mecca f  where  fhe  curfed  Saleh  Ebn  JVastf'm  her  turn,  and 
vented  her  complaints  againft  him  in  the  following  terms : 
Hatakfetriy  that  is.  He  has  torn  my  vail\  which  in  modeft 
language  imports.  He  has  enjoyed  mcy  he  has  killed  my  fon^  he 
h^s  driven  me  from  my  native  country ^  and  has  at  laji  tefi  me^ 
in  order  to  follow  a  common  projlitute  y. 

We  are  told  by  fome  of  the  Arab  writers,  that  the  Greek  Remark*   . 
emperor  Michael  was  aiTaffinated  in  the  Khalifat  of  Al  Mo*-  able 
4azZy  by  his  general  BafiUuSy  in  an  ifland  of  the  rropontisyvihxiik  events  in 
he  was  performing  his  devotions  ;  and  that,  after  this  prince's  *his 
death,  the  aflaffin  mounted  the  imperial  throne.   The  princi-/^'/*^*'' 
pal  reafon  affigned  by  thofe  writers  for  that  execrable  adion  is,  ''".^*» 
riiat  Bafilius  was  forced  by  the  emperor  to  marry  a  beautiful 
woman,  in  order  to  cover  an  intrigue  that  prince  was  carrying 
on  with  her,  and  keep  it  from  the  emprefs's  ears ;  fo  that  not 
being  permitted  to  cohabit  with  her,  he  was  refolvcd  to  difpatch 
the  perfon  who  had  made  fo  egregious  a  dupe  of  him.    The  , 
Arabs  fettled  in  Crete^  of  whom  we  have  already  given  fome 
account,  feem  to  have  made  a  defccnt  about  this  time  upon 
Ti&r^^^, penetrating  far  into  the  country,  and  committing  every- 
where dreadful  ravages.     In  the  25 5th  year  of  the  Hejra^  Ebn 
Sofidn^  the  Mojlem  Emtr  in  Sicily^  was  murdered  by  an  Arab 
foldier,  who  afterwards  made  his  efcape  to  the  Chrijiians\ 
after  which,  his  fon  Mohammed  Ebn  Khafajah  was  eleded 
Emir  by  the  Sicilian  Mojlems  in  his  room.    This  ele<9ion  was 
confinned  \>y  Mohammed  Ebn  Ahmed  Al  Aglabiy  the  Khalif  of 
•  Kairwany  and  the  Emir  fo  confirmed  enjoyed  the  government 
of  the  Mojlem  conquefts  in  Sicily  two  whole  yegrs.  The  Rojpy 
a  barbarous  Scythian  nation,  feated  in  a  tra<^  to  the  north  of 
taoMXitTauruSy  and  the  anceftors  of  the  Ruffians^  after  having 
reduced  the  city  of  Conjiantinople  to  great  ftraits,  returned 
r  £bn  Skohnak.  Vide  etiam  Ism.  Abulfed.  uhl  fup. 
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borne,  and  were  converted  to  the  Chriftian  faith^  not  fiur  finooi 

the  beginning  of -///A/<?Vtf«z*s  reign  *. 

SECT.    XXXV. 

Al  Moh-  T  T  P  O  N  the  depofition  of  Jl  MoUa%%^  who  was  €)blig€d  bf 
tidiyirc-    ^   the  Turktjh  troops  to  declare  himfelf  unequal  to  the  go- 
HtJs  him.  vernment  of  the  Moflem  empire,  Mohammed  Jbu  Abtallah  A 
Mobtadi  Ebn  Al  Wathtk  was  faluted  Khahf^t  Sarra  Manray^ 
and  all  the  people  of  that  metropolis  took  the  oath  of  alliance 
to  him.  His  mother  Korh^  or  Karb^  one  of  Al  WatbeJi^s  concu- 
bines, is  fuppofed,  or  rather  affirmed,  to  have  been  a  Cbrift'un 
by  fome  of  the  Arab  hiftorians.    Al  Mo*taz%  himfelf  was  the 
fim>  tho'  this  ought  to  be  confidered  as  the  efFed  of  compulfioo, 
who  acknowlcde^  him  Khaltf^  and  gave  him  the  fumame 
of  Jl  Mohtadi  SiWab.     This  prince  has  been  reprefented  bjf 
the  Moflem  writers  as  a  great  lover  of  jufiice,  which  he  difiri- 
buted  daily  in  peribn  to  all  his  fubjeSs.    He  prohibited  the 
ufe  of  wine,  as  well  as  gaming  of  all  kinds,  fo  exprefsly  for- 
bidden by  the  Koran^  and  baniflied  from  the  court  aU  lii^as, 
foothfayers,  jefters,  and  buffoons.    He  aUb  fent  away  the  lioos 
and  hounds  that  had  been  kept  bv  his  predeceflbrs  in  the  im- 
perial palace.    In  order  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  people, 
he  fupprefled  part  of  the  tribute  that  lay  fo  heavy  upon  tboDi 
infpe^led  the  condutft  of  the  judges,  as  well  as  the  public  ac- 
counts; and  fet  apart  two  days  every  week,  viz.  MQnday  and 
T bur/day^  for  the  hearing  and  redreffin^  the  grievances  of  that 
part  of  his  fubjeSs  which  then  appeared  before  him  «. 
J  farther      AFT£lt^/ili!9'/tf2z's  violent  death,  his  mother  £iiMki&  had 
account  of  ^^^  ^^^^  given  her,  tho'  on  condition  that  (he  difcovered  her 
^ahihah   immenfc  treafures,  and  even  depofited  them  in  the  hands  di 
the  new  Kbaltf  Al  Mobtadi.    The  money  found  therein  it 
faid  by  AbuU-Faraj  to  have  amounted  to  1,300,000  dinari. 
Her  Ion  Al  Mo'tazZy  in  his  great  diftrefe,  applied  to  her  for 
only  the  fum^of  50,000  dinars^  in  order  to  appeafe  the  tur- 
.  bulent  minds  of  the  Turkijb  inilitia  \  which  (he  refufed  him, 
telling  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  (he  was  in  poileiHon  of  no 
money  at  all.     Tliis  afterwards  drew  upon  her  a  great  num* 
ber  of  curfes  and  execrations,  one  of  which  has  abready  been 
taken  notice  of.     This  year,  Takub  Ebn  Al  Leity  the  Sajfa'- 
riariy  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  provinces  of  Kerman  and 
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Fdrsj  and  feized  upon  the  citv  of  Shiraz.  We  muft  not  for- 
get to  obferve,  that  Sibitr  Ebn  Sahel^  the  principal  phyfician 
of  the  hofpital  at  Jondifabir^  a  man  of  vaft  erudition,  who  had 
diflinguiihed  himlelf  by  his  learned  writings,  and  particularly 
by  a  book  treating  of  air  the  compound  m^icines  ufed  in  ho- 
fpiuls,  and  prepared  by  the  apothecaries,  departed  this  life,  ia 
die  month  of  DhuUhajja^  the  prefent  year  ^. 

In  the  beginning  of  JlMohiadPs  reign,  towards  the  end  of  ng  Zen- 
Ae  255th  year  of  the  Hejra^  the  Zenjians^  or  Zinjiam^  a  people  jians  makt 
of  Nubia  J  of  Ethiopia^  and  of  the  country  of  the  Cafres^  called  «» irrupt 
at  this  day  by  the  moderns  Zanguebar^  according  to  M.  tyH$r-  '^*  Mr/# 
lilot^  having  penetrated  into  Arabioy  advanced  from  thence  into  '^'  ^®f 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bafra  and  Gtifa*    Ahulfeia^  however,  ^^™  '"•*. 
feems  to  intimate,  that  thefe  Zenjians  were  originally  feated  in^^'* 
the  diidrid  called  Jl  Sabak^  or  the  fandy  trad  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood o(  Bafra ;  tho',  it  muft  be  owned,  Abu  Jaafar  At 
TaarPs  defcription  of  them  not  a  little  countenances  what  has 
been  advanced  by  M.  D^Herbeloty  in  relation  to  the  parental 
country  of  thefe  barbarians.    The  chief  of  this  gang  of  rob- 
bers, who,  according  to  fome  of  the  Arab  hiftorians,  were 
little  better  than  wild  beafts,  AH  Ebn  Mghammd  Ebn  Ab^al* 
rahman^  one  of  the  dcfccndants  of  Ab£alkais^  gave  out  falfely, 
that  he  was,  of  the  family  of  Alt  Ebn  Abu  Tduo.     This  made 
fach  an  impreifion  upon  the  Shiites  in  thofe  parts,  that  they 
flocked  to  him  in  vaft  numbers  ^  which  enabled  him  to  feize 
upon  the  cities  of  Ramla  and  Bafra^  and  even  to  pais  the  77-  ' 
gris^  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  which  fpfead  terror 
^vhere^ever  It  moved.   .This  Ali^  who  was  an  aftrologer  and  a 
Shiitey  as  well  as  an  impoftor,  began  firft  to  be  taken  notice 
of  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  249,  and  at  laft  becaihe  fo  formi-  ^ 

dable,  that  the  Khalifs  forces  could  not  make  head  againfl 
him.  He,  therefore,  reduced  moft  of  the  fortrefles  of  Irdky 
and  a  confiderable  part  of  Arabia  \  in  the  pofieffion  of  which 
conquefts  he  maintained  himfelf  fourteen  years,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  efforts  oi  Al  Mohiadi  and  his  iucceflbrs  to  diflodge 
him  from  thence.  After  he  had  difmembered  the  Khalifat 
in  this  manner,  he  afTumed  the  title  of  ^abib  Al  Zenj^  the 
prince  of  tht  Zenjians,  in  order  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  thofe 
barbarians,  of  which  the  greateft  part  of  his  army  was  com- 
pofed.  We ,  muft  beg  leave  to  remark  here,  that  Erpenius 
calls  this  people  Rihi^  or  Rihant^  in  his  Latin  verfion  of  Al 
Jidaktn  \  and  that  this  miftake  arofe  from  a  wrong  reading  of 
the  punctuation  of  the  Arabic  letters,  as  the  forms  of  the  cha- 
racers  of  the  word  R^hy  without  the  diacritical  points  of  the 
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firft  and  \A  of  diem,  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  del  tetters  am* 
ftituting  the  ward  Zenj  «. 
ni  Vifir      The  following  ye^,  being  the'256th  of  the  Hejraj  com- 
Is  mur^     mencing  Dtcembrr  9th,  869,  and  not  the  preceding  jear» 
4iered.       as  we  find  intimated  by  M.  lyHerbeloty  who^  in  this  pcnitf 
perhaps,  has  fcrilowed  the  Perjian  hiftorians,  MAfa  Etn  Btgiy 
general  of  the  forces  of  the  KbaUfaty  who  had  been  employed 
in  the  expedition  undertaken  againft  AlHaJanEbnYezidy  haviog 
been  apprized  of  the  .death  of  the  KhaUf  Al  Mtftavzy  who 
'  had  been  cut  ofF  foon  after  his  abdication,  returned  from  7a« 
hrejlan  and  Ray  with  his  army  into  Irak,     Soon  after  his  ar- 
rival there,  being  informed  that  &akh  Ebn  Wa%ifvn&  the  new 
Khalifa  Vifir ^  he  quitted  the  camp  he  had  formed  id  the  neigh- 
'     bourhood  of  Baghdad^  and  marched  direi^ly  to  Sarra  Manray  ; 
declaring  publickly  his  intention  to  take  vengeance  of  tliofe 
who  had  been  concerned  in  the  late  revolt.     This  declaration 
was  chiefly Jevelled  at  SaUh  Ebn  Wasify  who  had  been  prin- 
cipaliy  inftrumental  in  the  death,  as  well  as  the  depo(itton,  of 
Al  Mo*tazz»     Salehj  confcious  of  his  gdilt,  and  not  having  a 
fufficient  number  of  troops  to  oppofe  Md/oy  hid  himfelf  at  his 
approach.     But  being  foon  difcovered,  he  was  brougjht  belbie 
the  general,  who  commanded  his  head  iixunediately  to  be  firuck 
off;  and,  the  day  following,  it  was  carried,  by  Muja^s  order^ 
through  the  ftreets  of  Sarra  Manray ;  the  perfon  cairying  it 
at  the  fame  time  crying  out  with  a  loud  voice.  This  is  the  bead 
of.  a  traitor y  who  has  imbrued  his  hands  in  the  Bhod  ef  bis 
fovereign  <*. 
fht  Kha-      The  murder  of  Sakh  greatly  inccnfcd  the  Kheiif^  who 
lif  ii  de-    thereupon  came  to  a  refolution  to  reprefs  the  infolence  <rf  the 
fofed^  and  Turkijh  troops  ;  which  fo  excited  their  hatred,  that  BSMial 
Jtain.         and  Mufa  Ebn  Bogdy  dieir  chiefs,  confpired  his  deftnidioa. 
This  conQ)iracy,  however,  was  not  kept  fo  fecret,  but  that 
fqme  news  of  it  tranfpired;  upon  which,  the  Khofltf  oritnA 
Banklaly  who  was  to  have  aded  the  principal  part  in  it,  to  be 
put  under  arreft.     This  fo  exafperated  the  Turksy  that  they 
afibnbled  in  a  tumultuous  manner  about  the  imperial  |a- 
lace,  and  demanded  the  releafement  of  their  chief. '  The 
Khalify  far  from  being  intimidated  by  their  riotous  beha* 
viour,  inftead  of  complying  with  their  demand,  ordered  Bdn^ 
kiafs  head  to  be  inilantly  cut  ofF,   and  thrown  amongft 
them  out  of  the  palace.    But  this  infbnce  of  feverity  was  b 
far  from  appeafing  the  fedition,  that  it  rendered  the  Ttadti 
more' furious  and  intradable;  infomuch  that  a  fierce  conflid 

^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fap.  p.  162, 163* 
Ism.  Abulfeo.  ubi  fup.  D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  618. 

*  Abu  JAAPAR  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makin,  jubi  fup.  p,  i6j«' 
P'^^Rj^Bi'*  SibliQth,  prieAt.  art^  Mobt^i^^  ubi  fup. 
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enfued  between  them  and  the  Magr^biansy  who  d^ended  the 
Khalifa  before  the  palace,  in  which  about  ^ooo  o(i  bpth  fides  . 
i^ere  flain^  The  Turks j  however,  returning  to  the. charge 
wth  a  body  of  lOjOOO  men,  under  the  condufi  of  Xagarhk^ 
SanklaV^  brother,  put  the  Magrehiam^  who  had  been  jein- 
forced  by  a  body  otFaraonian  troops,  to  flight,  and  purfued 
Al  Mobtadi  hicifelf  into  the  houfe  of  Mohatrimed  Ehn  Mar^ 
dad.  Being  taken  from  thence,  he  was  conduced  to  that  of 
Abnud  Ehn  Khdkan ;  where  fome  of  the  mutineers  began  ta 
Ipit  in  his  face,  and  to  beat  him»  in  order  to  force  him  to  ab- 
dicate the  Khalifat,  But  he  refufing  to  do  this,  they  barba* 
Toufly  trampled  upon  his  privities  till  he  expired  ;  which  hap- 
pened on  the  1 6th  of  the  month  Rajeb^  before  he  had  quite 
completed  the  iirft  year  of  his  reign.  Some  authors  relate^  / 
that  Al  Mohtadi  received  two  wounds  in  the  laft  a£lion  be- 
tween the  Turksjh  Magreblan  and  Faraonlan  troops  ;  and  that 
he  was  finally  difpatched  by  one  of  Bankidrs  relations,  who^ 
after  his  death,  drank  a  draught  of  his  blood.  He  was  buried 
at  Sarra  Manray^  and  Jaafar  Ebn  Abiallah  Al  Hajhemi^  his 
judge,  faid  the  funeral  (ervice  at  his  interment.  He  was  about 
thirty-eight,  or  thirty-nine,  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  With  regard  to  his  perfon,  Al  Mohtadi  was  of  a  mid^- 
dte  {lature,  fomewhat  bald,  and  of  a  fwarthy  complexion. 
He  had,  however,  a  handfome  face,  a  portly  gate,  and  a 
long  black  beard.  As  to  his  difpofition,  he  was  abftemious, 
devout,  a  lover  of  juftice,  of  a  fweet  temper,  and  exemplary 
life,  and  in  his  manners  greatly  refembled  the  KhalifOmari 
Ebn  Ab^alaziz.  His  Fijtrs  were  Saleh  Ebn  JVastf  and  Abu 
jfyuh  Ebn  Ahmed ;  his  judges  Al  HafanEbnAbu*l  Shawdrib  and 
Jaafar  Ebn  Abd^allah  Al  ridjhemi  j  the  captain  of  his  guards 
Obeietallah  Ebn  Abd^aUah ;  and  his  chamberlains  Bankidl  and 
Mufa  Ebn  Boga,  The  firft  and  laft  days  of  his  reign  were 
Tuefday^  and  the  infcription  of  his  feal.  He  wh(i  tranfgrejfis, 
the  rules  of  ju/licey  or  exceeds  what  is  rights  goes  aflray  % 

SECT,    XXXVL 

Fter  the  barbarous  murder  of  Al  Mohtadi^  the  aflaflins  Al  Mo'- 
creiated  Ahmed  AbtCl  Abbas  Al  Mo^ tamed  Alctllah  Ebn  At  tamed 
Jtfctawakkel  Khalif    His  mothePs  name,  according  to  fome  ereutei 
vn-iters,  was  Fyndn^  or,  as  others  affirm,  Kyndn,    He  took  for  Khalif. 
Ws  principal  counfellor,  or  Viftr^  Ab^allah  Ebn  Tahya  Ebn 
Kbakdn^  who,  if  we  will  believe  EutychiuSy  had  ferved  his 
iMitf  Al  Motawakkel  m  the  fame  capacity ;  tho^'hls  brother 
j/t  Mmuaffek  had  fo  great  an  afcendant  over  him,  and  ufed^  . 

.  ^  AbO'  jAA^^Aa  Al  Tabar,  Al  Makin,  ubi  fap.  p.  163,  164, 
KHONoaMiR,  EuT-scH.  ubi  flip*  Oreo,  Abv'l*Fara;«  1>*Hsr- 
9»*  6i  Ism.  AiVf^FBB.  obi  fap« 
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the  authority  he  gave  him  in  lb.  abfolute  a  minnery  dbai  he 
feemed  to  be  matter  of  the  KhakfaU    Nay^  he  had  (b  mudi 
influence  over  his  brother's  councils,  that  he  excluded  JlMif^ 
tameffs  Ton  from  the  fucceffion,  and  caufed  his  own  to  be  ele* 
vated  to  the  MoJUm  throne  in  his  room,  as  will  be  feen  in  the 
'  fequd  of  this  hifiory  ^* 
Vfifro^        The  fame  year,  that  is,  the  256th  of  the  li^a^  AR^  at 
grefs  of     Al  Habib^  as  he  u  called  by  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari^  prince  of 
tbi  rebel ^    the  Zenjians^  who  was  now  bea>me  extremely  formidable, 
Al  Habib.jnade  incurfions  almoft  to  the  very  gates  of  Baghdad,  doing 
irreparable  damage  where-ever  he  moved.  ThtAbaHfyAerc* 
'  fore,  fent  Jalarij  one  of  his  generals,  with  a  confidcrable 
army  againft  him.    But  the  Zenjian  overthrew  him  with 
very  great  flaughter,  made  himfelt  mafter  of  twenty-four  of 
the  Khalifs  largeft  fliips  in  the  bay  of  Bafra^  put  a  vaft  nam- 
ber  of  the  inhabitants  of  OboUa  to  the  fword,  and  fetzed  upon 
the  town.    Not  content  with  this,  he  fet  fire  to  it,  and  feoa 
reduced  it  to  afhes  ;  the  houfes  confifting  for  the  moft  part  of 
the  wood  of  a  certain  plane-tree  denominated  by  the  Ar^ 
Saj.     From  thence  he  marched  to  Abdddn^  which   likewife 
furrendered  to  him.     Here  he  found  an  immenfe  trcafure 
in  money,  which  enabled  him  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  whole 
province  of  Ahwdz*  In  fine,  his  'army  being  now  increaied  to 
80,000  ftrong,  the  greateft  part  of  the  citizens  of  Bafra  aban* 
doned  the  place;  which  ftruck  with  terror  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  adjacent  territories,  and  even  the  court  of  theJ£&rJ^itfelfS. 
Al  Habib     The  next  year,  being  the  257th  of  the  Hejra^  beginning 
ttmtinues   November  29th,  870,  Al  Habib  attacked  Sa^id  Ebn  Jaafar  Ebte 
ntidorieMs  Dman^  at  the  head  of  the  Khaltf*s  forces,  and  intirely  do- 
in  tbejemr{e$Xed  him ;  killing  many  of  his  men  upon  the  fpot,  and  more 
S571        in  the  purfuit.  He  alfo  routed  feveral  other  armies  fent  againft 
him  by  the  Khalifa  reduced  Bafra,  and  put  20,000  of  the  ci- 
tizens to  the  fword,  before  the  conclufion  of  the  campaign. 
The  people  of  Toledo  rebelled  about  this  time  againft  AfoJbam- 
nud £bn' Abd'alrabmaH^  the  Kba&f  of  Spain^  and  chofe  one 
Mohammed  Ebn  Lib  for  their  general ;  but,  upon  the  approach 
of  the  Khalif  with  a  powerful  army,   they  thought  fit  to 
fubmit  to  him,  and  fent  hoflages  for  their  future  good  beha- 
viour to  Corduba,     We  muft  not  forget  to  remark,  that  Ama- 
jur  drove  Ifa  Ebn  Sheikh  out  of  Syria,  where  he  had  fet  op  for 
himfelf  againft  the  Khalif,  the  preceding  year;  and  that,  about 
the  lame  time,  the  famous  Imam  Abu  Abitallab  Mohammed  Ehm 
IJmaely  furnamed  Al  Jofi,  as  deducing  his  origin  from  the  tribe 

^  Abu  Jaafae  AlTabak.  AlMakin,  ubi  fop.  p.i64»i65. 
XaoMDEMiR»  Grbc.  AbuVFaraj,  ^Eut'YCH.  vbifup. 

(  Abu  Jaafak.  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makih,  obrfap.  Evttcv,. 
i^bi  fup.  p.  468,  469.  LsM.  Abvlfbd.  ad  ann.  256.  D'HiaasL. 
Bihliotb.  orient,  art.  Motamcd*  ot 
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of  yi/ab  in  Tamany  tho'  generally  called  Jl  SoihM,  died  at 
Kbarjbaky  or  Kbartani^z  fmall  town  about  two  parafanes  , 
from  Samarkand.  In  the  257U1  year  of  the  H^ra^  Al  Hafam 
Ebn  Zeidy  one  of  AlPs  defcehdants,  who  had  poflefled  himfelf 
diTabreftany  feized  likewife  upon  Jorjan ;  and  Takib  Ebn  Al 
Lett  J  the  Saffarianj  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Balkh  and  CabAl. 
Before  the  ck)(e  of  the  fame  year,  died  Abu'l  Abbas,  a  famous 

frammarian,  known  by  the  name  of  ALRayaJb,  Mohammed 
\tn  Kbafajahy  the  Emir  of  Sicily,  according  to  Abulfeda,  was 
murdered  by  fome  of  his  eunuchs,  who  were  afterwards  taken  - 
and  put  to  death,  and  fucceeded  by  Ahmed  Ebn  Yak4bj  fent 
over  by  Adabammed  Ebn  Ahmed  Al  Aglabi,  the  Khalif  of  Kair^ 
wan^  for  that  purpofe,  and  Malta  was  conquered  by  the  Sid* 
Ban  MoJUms,  the  p/efent  year  ^. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  following  year,  Al  Habib,  the  andinfh 
Zenjian  prince,  ftill  remained  vidorious  over  the  Khali/^s  y^ar  z^Z. 
troops.  Al  Mitamidy  fupported  by  his  brother  Al  Mow'^ 
^ffeky  had  formed  a  del^  to  confine  within  narrower  bounds^ 
at  leaft,  if  not  direfily  to  annihilate,  the  power  of  the  Turkijh  . 
ibidiery,  which  had  proved  fo  fata]  to  feveral  of  his  predecef* 
fors  ;  they  having,  for  a  confiderable  time,  given  law  to  the 
KhaUfsy  and  elevated  or  depofed  them  as  they  pleafed.  But 
the  Zenjians  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  this  year  In  Perfia^ 
Arabia,  and  Irak,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fufpend  the  execu- 
tion of  that  deiign,  and  even  to  fend  the  Turkijh  troops  to 
join  thofe  commanded  by  his  brother  Al  Mawafftk,  in  order 
to  oppofe  them.  The  firft  of  the  -Khalif 's  generals  over- 
thrown hy  AlHablb  was  oncMobammed,whoft^rmy  was  worft- 
cd  in  feveral  engagements,  and  at  laft  intirely  cut  to  pieces  by 
the  rebels.  This  year,  Al  Mo" tamed  called  his  brother  Abu 
^bmed  Ebn  Al  Motawakkel  to  the  fucceffion,  gave  him  the 
furname  of  ^/  Mowaffek,  together  with  a  moft  fumptuout 
veft,  and  appointed  him  to  prellde  over  Diyar  Rabia,  Mawfel^ 
jfi  Awafem,  and  Egypt.  He  alfo  caufed^is  own  foh  Jaafar^ 
whom  he  furnamed  Al  Mofawed^  to  be  publickly  declared  the 
heir  apparent  to  the  crown,  and  ailigned  him  the  prefedure 
of  the  weft.  After  this,  he  fent  Al  Mowaffek  and  Mofleh^  ^ 
with  a  numerous  army,  to  reduce  the  rebel  Al  Habib;  who^ 
in  purfuance  of  their  orders,  came  up  with  him,  and  at- 
tacked him  with  very  great  bravery.  But  Mojteh  being 
killed  with  an  arrow,  Al  Mo'tamed's  troops  were  at  laft 
obliged  to  leave  the  field  of  battle  to  the  Zenjians,  and  re- 

*  Abu  Jaapar  AlTabar.  Al  MAXiN,ubi  fup.p.  165.  Eu- 
TYCB.  ubifap.  Rod  ERIC  ToLBTAN.  hi  ft.  Arab.  cap.  xxviii.  p. 
24.  Ism.  Abulfed.  excerpt,  ex  cod.  MS.  Biblioth.  D.  Laurent. 
Efcur,  et  Joan.  Baft.  Carus.  abi  fup.  p.  r8.  Chron.  Sic.  Canta* 
brigieuf.  abi  fup. 
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t!fe,- a^r  haying  fuftained  a  very  conftderable  lofir.     Hov*. 
ever,  Al  Mowaffet  foon  rallied   his  tbrccs,  that  were  pot 
into  difordei:  by  the  death  of  Mofleb^  and  drew  them  up  |^. 
fach  order,   that  the  enemy  durfl  not  renew  jtbe  attacL 
SoxniS  time  after,  there  happened  a  very  (harp  a£tion  betwM« 
the  Khalifas  forces  and  the  rebels,  commanded  by  Taiya  EH 
Mohammed  Al  ATrak^  who  wa^  dangeroufly  wounded   and 
taken  prifoner.     Several  other  battles  were  fought  between 
tlye  contending  parties  before  the  concluiion  of  the  cam* 
p;ugn,  from  whence  no  great  advantages  accrued  to  either 
fide.    But  at  laft  fome  contagious  diftempers  carrying  off  con- 
li^erable  numbers  of  Al  Mowaffek*%  men,  he  found  himlelf 
o^iged  to  agree  to  a  fort  of  truce,  or  ceflation  of  arms,  with 
the  enemy,  and  to  retire  to  fFifety  in  order  to  refrefli  and 
«/.     •    repofe  his  troops.    As  for  Yahya  Ebn  Mohammed^  who  had 
faUen  into  his  hands  before,  he  had  fent  hixn  under  an  efcort^ 
tQ  Siarra  Manray\   where,  foon  after  his  arrival,    he  it* 
ceived  two  hundred  flripes,  had  his  hands  and  feet  chopt  ol^ 
and  was  cut  to  pieces  by  a  detachment  of  the  Khalifas  guaids. 
The  body  was  afterwards  reduced  to  afhes,  and  thrown  iato 
the  Tigris^  in  the  prefence  of  an  infinite  number  of  fpefia- 
torsy  of  all  ranks  and  degrees,  who  attended  the  execution '. 
Tii  fOfar       In  the  year  of  the  flejra  259,  commencing  November  7tht 
tfttinuet    872,  the  war  ftill  continued  between  the  Khalifzni  Al  HabiK 
tetwe/n  ^  j(f  Mowaffek^  upon  his  arrival  at  Baghdad^  ient  Mobammei^ 
ibi  Khalif  fuj-^amed  AlMowalled^wiih  a  powerful  army  to  slA  againft  the 
H^k^K      ^ienjians ;  but  he  could  not  hinder  them  from  ravaging  dw 
***"**^*     prov'uice  of  Ahwdzy  cutting  off  there  about  50,000  of  die 
Khalifas  fubjedls,  and  dlfmantling  the  city  of  the  fame  name; 
However,  Ai  M(f  tamed  commanded  AbSalrahman  Ebn  MojlA 
to  march  with  a  body  of  troops  to  Ahv/az^  IJhak  Ebn  Dartj 

2ith  another  to  Bafray  and  Ibrahim  Ebn  Sima  with  a  third  ta 
)awrad.  But,  notwithftanding  all  the  Khalifs  efibrts,  or  »• 
ther  tbofe  of  his  generals,  his  forces  could  gain  no  confidcr- 
able  advantage  over  Al  Haltb^  tho*  feveral  battles  were  fought 
About  this  time,  Yakub  Ebn  Al  Lett  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
Nifabur^  and  threw  Mohammed^  the  Thaherian^  who  had  be- 
fore enjoyed  the  fovereignty  of  the  province  ofKhoraJan  under 
this  Khalify  with  all  his  family  and  domeftics,  into  priron» 
About  the  fame  time,  died  Mohammed  Ebn  Mufa  Ebn  Shaker^ 
one  of  the  mathematicians  employed  by  the  KhaLfAl  MamaM^ 
to  difcovei"  the  true  ambit,  or  circumference,  of  the  eartL 
This  year,  a  body  of  the  Sicilian  Mojlems  feized  upon  the  city 
of  Salerno,  but  were  foon  after  all  cut  to  pieces  there  K 

•  Abu  J.  afar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  obi  fap.  p.  165, 
i65.  KhokdbmiRj  Abulfed.  ad  ann.  258.  Euttcu.  ubi  fop* 
p!  468^  460,  k  Asv  Jaafar  At  Tasjlr<  Al  Maci** 
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*.  The  following  year,  being  the  26otb  of  the  Hejra^  Aef^JnJin  tht 
^rabs  cut  to  pieces  Manjtir^  the  governor  of  Hemsy  and  fub- j?/«r  260, 
i^uted  Be^im&r  in  his  room.     About  the  fame  time,  AlHa^, 
ya«  Al  AJkari\  the  eleventh  &h\ite  Imamy  Al  Hajait  Ebn  Sa* 
b^ih  Al  Zafaraniy' one  of  Jl  Shafei*s  followers,  and  H§nain 
JEin  IJbaff  Al  Ebadi,  a  famous  phyiician,  who  tranflated  the* 
J^Umenis  of  Euclid^  Ptokm/sAlmage/i^  and  feveral  other  pieces^ 
out  of  Greei  into  /I'rabic^  departed  this  life.     Thk  year  the 
I^bali^s  generals  like  wife  maide  feveral  attempts  to  drive  the 
ZinjuiTu  out  of  the  Moflem  territories;  but  without  efFed. 
'I'^or,  AlHabib  maintained  himfelf  in  his  conquefts,  notwith- 
i^andiog  there  happened  feveral  vigorous  adions  between  his 
troops  and  the  Khalifa  forces,  in  which  many  bjrave  men  fell 
on  both  fides  '• 

«  In  the  261ft  year  of  the  Hejra^  beginning  O£lober  i6th,  T^sm^S^  • 
^74,  Mohammed  Ebn  IViifelj  who  had  killed  the  KbaUfs  go*  iarj  9pe^ 
vernor  of  Fars^  and  afterwards  made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  rutioKi  m 
province,  engaged  feveral  times  the  Zenjian  forces  command-  261. 
ed  by  Al  Habibs  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari;  but 
mich  what  fuccefs,  we  have  not  been  told  by  that  author. 
The  Khalifa  having  been  apprized  of  the  flate  of  affairs  on 
tljat'fide,  annexed  £e  government  oiFars^  Ahwaz^  Bafra^  and 
Sabriitif  to  the  prefedture  he  had  affign'ed  Ad^Ja  Ebn  Boga^ 
whom  he  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  bed  generals  he  hkd« 
Uddtfay  foon  after  his  nomination  to  that  fublime  poft,  difpatch- 
ed  jtbdalrahman  Ebn  Mofleh  as  his  deputy  to  Ahwaz^  and 
joined  to  him,  as  his  collegue  and  afliftant,  Ttfam  the  Turk. 
But  Mohammed  Ebn  JVdfel^  then  at  the  head  of  his  troops  in 
jfbtvds^  refufing  to  obey  the  orders  of  Abd'alrahman  Ebn  Mq* 
Jkb  and  T^tfam^  a  fierce  conflid  enfued ;  in  which  the  latter 
were  overthrown  with  very  great  flaughter,  and  Abialrahm&n 
Ebn  Mofleh  taken  prifoner.  After  the  end  of  the  a£tion,il/tf-r 
bammed  Ebn  Wajel  advanced  to  EJiakhr^  in  order  to  attacl^ 
HdufaEbn  Boga*s  forces,  incamped  at  a  fmall  difiance  from  that 
place,  fiut  Mufaj  having  received  intelligence  of  his  defign^ 
retired  at  his  approach ;  and,  finding  that  he  could  not  take 
pofleffion  of  his  new  government,  nor  fix  his  deputies  in  th^ , 
provinces  afHgned  them,without  a  vafl  efFufion  oiMoJlem  blopd^ 
1^  recalled  them  from  thence,  and  made  the  befl  of'^his  way  to 
Satra  Manrav.  After  which,  Takub  EbhAlLeiU  who  had  be- 
fore difpofTeffed  of  the  province  of  Khorafdn  the  family  ofi 
%b^ev,  that  had  for  a  confiderable  time  enjoyed  the  fove- 
re^^ty  of  it|  made  an  irruption  xntoAhwaT^  defeated  Moham-* 
tned  Ebn  Whfel^  and  feized  upon  his  palace,  in  which  he  found 

ubi  Aip.  p- 166.   Abvi>fsi>»  ad  an,  Hej.  259.  Chronic.  Sic.  Arab, 
da&^abrigiei^f.  obi  (up.  '  Abulfed.'  ad  an*  Hej.  96q« 
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a  fam  of  money  amounting  to  40,000,000  Jirhems.     Some 
authors  write,  that  j(I  Mo* tamed  declared  Jaafary  his  {bO| 
the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown,  and  called  Al  Mowaffek^  \n 
brother,  to  the  fucceiEon  after  him,  th«  prefentjear.'    Butk 
this  point  we  chufe  to  follow  Jbu  Jaafar  Al labarij  who  ii 
of  a  contrary  opinion. .   The  dynafiy  of  the  Sammanians^  h 
Khorafan^  according  to  Ebn  Shohnai  and  Jbulfeda^  commen- 
ced the  prefent  year.     It  a^ipears  from  Abulfeda^  that  ilA- 
hummed  Ebn  Ahmed  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Ibrahim  Ehn  Al  Ag- 
.  Ub^  ^t  KhaCf  oi  Kairwany  died  in  the  former  Jornada^  after 
he  had  reigned  twenty  years,  five  months)  and  fifteen  days* 
He  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Ibrahim  Ebn  Ahmed  Ehn  M§^ 
bammedy  who  extended  the  Mo/Um  conquefis  in  Sicifyj  and 
gained  feyeral  fignal  viftories  there  ". 
fl/  Kha-      The  next  year,  being  the  262d  of  the  Hefra^  commendng 
liPs  forces  O^^ber  ^thy  875,  the  rehtl  TaJtub  Ebn  Al Leit^  cMedTMk 
d^at  Ya-  Ebn  Leith  by  the  Perjian  hiftonans,  being  grown  formidaiife 
kub  Ebn  by  the  acquifition  of  AhwaZj  and  a  cohfiderable  part  of  flirty 
Al  Lrit  i  at  leaft  of  Aljebal^  or  the  Perjian  Iraiy  without  having  opadj 
declared  againft  the  Khalifa  pulled  off  the  mafk,  and  advancel 
at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army  into  the  neighbourhood  of  A^ 
dad.  In  order,  therefore,  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  progress  of  (b  dan- 
gerous an  enemy,  who  had  already  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
WafeU  Al  Mi  tamed  fent  Al  Mowaffek  with  the  forces  of  4c 
empire  againft  him.     That  general,  in  purfuance  of  his  or- 
ders, advanced  firft  to  Baghdad^  whither  he  was  attended  by  the 
Khali fy  and  at  laft  came  up  with  Ebn  Al  Lett  at  a  village  named 
KatuL    Here,  after  a  bloody  engagement,  he  overthrew  him 
;with  incredible  flaughter,  plundered  his  camp,  and  purfued  bim 
?nto  Khorafan\  where  meeting  wkh  no  opposition,  he  entered 
NifabuTy  and  releafed  Mohammed  the  Thaheriany  who  had  been 
detained  in  prifon  by  Yaktib  Ebn  Al  Leit  three  whole  y^ears.  As 
for  Ebn  Al  Lett  himfelf,  who  was  the  firft  prince,  or  SultMj  of 
the  race  or  dynafty  of  the  Saffarians^  he  made  hi&.e(cape  with 
great  difficulty  after  the  late  defeat;  though  he  and  his  familj 
maintained  themfelves  feveral  years  in  the  pofleffion  of  many 
of  the  conquefts  he  had  made.  The  war  waged  by  the  Kbaaf 
againft  Ebn  Al  Leit  proved  a  feafonable  diverfion  in  favour  of 
Al  Hablby  who  routed. all  the  troops  fent  by  Al  Mo*tamsd  to 
reduce  him  to  his  obedience,  and  ravaged  the  diftridi  of  If^afit^ 
the  prefent  year ". 
htt  mn  The  following  year,  being  the  263d  of  the  Hejray  be- 

#v#r-       .ginning  September  24lh,  876,  the  Khalif*^  forces,  under  fSie 

"  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  Al  Macin,  ubi  fup.  p.  166,  169. 
D^Hbxbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  637, 638.  Greo.  AbvY-Fakai, 
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command  of  Abnud  Ehn  Lihina^  gained  two  confiderable  ad-  thrmmiy 
Vantages  over  AlHahW%  troops ;  but  being  at  laft  drawn  into  Al  Habib. 
an  ambufcade,  they  were  almoft  intirely  deftroyed.     Abtaid^ 
their  general,  himfelf,  with  great  difficulty,  made  his  eicape  ^. 

\a  the  264th  year  of  the  Hejroy  commencing  Sepumber  Thi  Aimbi 
13th,  877,  the  Arabs  made  an  incurfion  into  the  imperial  te(-  make  am  ^ 
ritories, under  the  conixxAoiAbd^aUab  EbnRaJhtdEbn  KdwuSy  incurfim 
with  a  body  of  4000  horfe,  put  a  confidcrable  number  of  the  {«'^  '^ 
emperor's  lubjeds  to  the  fword,  and  committed  dreadful  rar  *"^f'^  - 
vages  in  the  provinces  through  which  they  moved.     But  the  ^^rnuna^  , 
Greets  came  up  with  them  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  £«- 
eianduHy  cut  the  greateft  part  of  them  in  pieces,  and  took  ^^« 
sTalJab  Ebn  Rajhid  himfelf  prifoner.     After  which,  they  fent 
him  under  an  efcorte  to  Vonjiantinople.    About  the  fame  time, 
Amajitr  tScitKhalif^s  governor  of  Damafcus^  Kabihab^  thcKbalif 
AIo*taz7s^s  mother,  Abu  Ibrabim  Al  mazdni^  and  Tunas  Ebm 
Abd^alala^  two  fcholars  of  the  famous  Al&bafe'i^  departed  this 
life*    This  year,  a  detachment  of  Al  HabWz  troops  advanced 
to  Wafetj  drove  the  inhabitants  out  of  the  town,  and  then 
laid  it  in  afhes ;  carrying  off  with  them  from  thence  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  fpoil.    One  of  the  Arab  writers  mentions 
leveral  fmart  engagements  between  the  Zenjians  and  the  Kha^ 
Uf*s  forces  after  that  tragical  event ;  but  does  not  inform  us 
that  any  thing  decifive  happened  on  either  fide.     M^fa  Ebu 
Mogiy  the  beft  of  the  Turkift)  officers  in  Al  MoUamed's  fervice, 
dving  about  this  time,  the  influence  his  nation  had  at  th^ 
jiloflem  court  was  intirely  loft ;  infomuch  that  the  Turkijb 
troops  now  intirely  obeyed  the  Khali/'s  orders  independently 
on  their  chiefs  P. 

The  next  year,  being  the  265th  of  the  Hejra,  beginning  Ahmed 
September  3d,  878,  Ahmed  Ebn  Tolun  rebelled  againfl  the  Ebn  To- 
Kbalify  and  fet  iip  for  himfelf  in  Egypt,    Having  aflembled  a  lun  rebels 
confiderable  force,  he  marched  to  Antiecby  and  befieged  Sima,  agamfi 
the  Kbalif*s  governor  of  Haleb^  or  Aleppo^  and  all  the  prp-  tbe  Khv 
vinces  known  amongft  the  Arabs  by  the  name  of  Al  Awafem^^^^* 
in  that  city.    As  the  befieged  found  that  he  was  refolved  to 
carry  the  place  by  afTauIt,  they  thought  fit,  .after  a  fhort  de-* 
fence,  to  furrender  to  him,  and  to  put  Sima  into  his  hands. 
jfbmed  no  fooner  found  himfelf  in  pofleffion  of  that  officer,  than 
be  fbruck  off  his  head,  and  advanced  to  Aleppo^  which  opened 
its  gates  at  his  approach.     Soon  after,  he  reduced  Dimijhk^  or 
DamafcuSy  HemSj  Hamathj  Kinnifrin^  and  Al  Rakkoy  fituated 
upon  the  eaflern  bank  of  the  Euphrates,    This  Rebellion  fo 

nbi  fop.  p.  169.  Aut.  LoBB  AlTawarikh,  Khondemir,  Abul« 
pED.  ad  an.  Hcj.  262.  D^Herbel.  Bibl.  orient,  p.  638. 
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extfperated  ^/  MoUcmed^  that  he. commanded  Mmei  toht 
publickly  <;urfed  in  all  the  mofques  of  Baghdad  and  IrAi  ifll 
Ahmedj  on  his  part,  ordered  the  fame  folemn  maledidion  Ife    • 
be  thundered  out  in  all  the  morques  widiin  his  joriiaifflol  | 
againft  the  Khaltf.  The  fame  year,  Yakib  Ebn  AlLeity  hariv    \ 
Ust  on  foot  a  powerful  armj,  moved  a  fecond  time  towara 
JBaghdad  \  but  was  feized  with  a  violent  cholic  on  his  maidi^ 
of  which  he  died,  after  eleven  years  rrign,  if  we  wiUfitppofc 
it  to  have  commenced  when  he  firft  entered  Perfia  in  a  hoftOk 
manner,  and  was  fuccceded  by  his  brother  Jimru  Ehn  AlLal. 
A  detachment  of  Al  HaMVs  troops  penetrated  into  /rdf,  anA 
made  themfclvcs  m afters  of  four  of  the  Khaltf  s  (hips,  laddl 
with  corn,  the  prefcnt  campaign.     They  alfo  advanced  to  M 
Nomania^  laid  the  greateft  part  of  it  in  afhes,  and  carried  of 
with  them  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  prifoners.  They  likewife 
poflefled  themfelves  of  farjarhyhy  where  they  found  mamr 
prifoners  more,  and  deftroyed  all  the  adjacent  territory  win 
fire  and  fword.  About  the  fame  time,  died  Ibrahim  Ehn  Ibm 
Al  Ntfaburij  a  celebrated  Mohammedan  faint.     The  Mtftm 
of  Sicily  fixed  themfelves  this  year  in  Syracufej  and  feixeft 
upon  all  the  dependencies  of  that  place.     ^Tis  worthy  obfir- 
fervation,  that  there  were  three  powers  at  this  time  in  Ac 
Mejlem  empire  independent  on  the  Khalifa  befides  the  bodk 
oiAgUib  in  Africa^  and  xkizt  of  Ommyao  \n  Spain  \  namchfi 
one  in  Syria  and  Egypt^  another  in  Khorajarty  and  another  m 
Arabia  and  Ira^  q. 
9ii  mofl       In  the  266th  year  of  the  Hejray  beginning  Augttft  ajd, 
memorable  879,  Al  Habib  reduced  RamhormoZy  burnt  the  ftately  mofqiK 
gq/entj       there  to  the  ground,  put  a  vaft  number  of  the  inhabitants  t6 
that  hap'  the  fword,  carried  many  of  them  away  with  him  priibnen, 
pined  tn     ^nd  acquired  an  immenfe  quantity  of  fpoil.     In  Sicify^  KrWf 
'a'h^  ^/was  killed  this  year,     Al  Hafan  Ebn  Al  Abbas  was  alfo  feot 
1^6     '^*  from  Kairwan  to  that  iltand  in  quality  of  Emir-,  who,  feob 
^  after  his  arrival,  ravaged  the  Chri/Uan  territories  in  a  dreadfiol 

manner.  MohammedEbnAbd'alrahm&n  ordered  a  good  number 
of  fhips  to  be  conftru£led  at  Corduba^  or  Cordova^  Sevilh^  aUd 
other  maritime  towns,  where  materials  for  (hipping  were  to  be 
found.  But  thefe  being  afterwards  almoft  intirely  deftroyed  \n 
tempefts  and  ftorms,  the  failors  on  board  them  for  the  moft 
part  drowned,  and  Abd^alamidy  his  admiral  himfelf,  narrowly 
efcaping  with  his  life,  that  prince  laid  afide  bis  delign  of  aiak« 
.  ing  a  figure  by  fea '. 

AlMakin,  ubi  fap.  p.  169.  Khokdemir,  AauLFBD.ad  an.  Hg. 
264   D'Herbel.  Biblioth  orient,  ubi  fup.  ^  GaiO. 
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The  267*  year  of  the  Hejra^  commencing -Arj^tf^  i«tli,  tii^nili^ 
SSOy  produced  feveral  actions  of  ^clat  between  the  Ztnjiam  tarj  ope* 
Sind  the  Khalffs  troops.  Jl  Mowaffeky  attended  by  his  fon  rations  ^ 
jIbuH  Ahhas  Al  Mo*tadbed  BPllay  took  the  field  with  an  army  thej^eat 
confifting  of  fome  infantry  and  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  horfe.  *^7* 
On  the  other  fide,  AlHabib  appeared  at  the  head  of  an  army^ 
to  oppofe  him,  amounting  to  an  hundred  thoufand  men.  But^ 
notwithftanding  the  inequality  of  numbers,  the  Arabs  over^ 
Arcw  the  Zenjians  in  feveral  pitched  battles,  recovered  moft  of 
die  towns  they  had  taken,  together  with  an  inunenfe  quantity 
of  ipoil,  and  releafed  5000  Mojlem  women  that  had  been  de^ 
tained  in  prifon  by  thofe  barbarians.  After  thefe  vifbries,  Al 
ja^fvaffek  took  poft  before  the  city  ofAl  Mahtfa^  that  had  been 
tmtit  by  Al  Habiby  and  was  the  place  of  his  r^dence,  burnt  aB 
the  fhips  in  the  harbour,  thoroughly  pillaged  the  town,  and 
then  intirely  difmantled  it.  Here  he  likewife  found  treafures 
of  exceeding  great  value.  After  the  redudion  of  Al  Mabifa^ 
lie  purfued  the  flying  enemy,  defeated  feveral  bodies  of  the  Z/;i^ 
jian  troops,  put  to  the  fword  Ebn  Al  SaW^b^  Ebn  J&rrf^  and 
others  of  the'u*  chiefs,  andadvanced  to  Al  Mokhtara^  a  city  that 
had  been  flrongly  fortified  by  Al  Habib»  As  the  Zenjian  had 
colleded  all  his  forces  into  a  body,  and  was  pofted  at  no  great 
diflance  firom  the  town,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari^ 
vrith  an  army  of  300,000  men,  and  the  place  was  almoft  im- 
pregnable ;  At  Movjaffek  plainly  perceived,  that  it  would 
fuflain  a  very  long  fiege.  He  therefore  buik  a  fortrefs  oppo- 
fite  to  it,  in  which  he  ere£ted  a  mofque,  and  coined  both  dtr* 
hhns  and  dinars.  The  new  city,  fix>m  its  foundier,  was  call^ 
l>y  the  Arabs  AfHAowajff^ekia^  and  foon  rendered  confiderable  by 
tiie  fettlement  of  feveral  wealthy  merchants  in  it.  By  this 
means,  Al  Movuaffek  thought  to  ftarve  Al  Mokht&ra  to  a  fur* 
render,  and  a£iually  reduced  it  to  very  great  ftraits ;  which 
occafioned  an  incredible  defertion  amongft  AlHabib's  troops* 
However,*  Al  Mowaffek  having,  with  his  battering  engines^ 
made  a  pradicable  breach  in  the  walls,  took  the  place  by 
floral,  after  a  great  refiftance  on  the  part  of  the  befieged,  in 
the  latter  JomAdaj  and  gave  it  up  to  his  foldiers  to  be  plun*- 
dered  till  the  month  of  Sbaabdn,  After  which,  he  put  to  flight 
jfl  Habib's  numerous  forces,  and  difperfed  them  in  fuch  a  man* 
oer,  that  the  Zenjian  found  it  impoffible  to  rally  them  du^ 
ring  the  remainder  of  the  campaign.  Two  pcrfons  were 
firuck  dead  by  lightning  by  Mobamnud  Ebn  Abd^alrahmarC^ 
fide  ij»  a  mofque  at  Corduba^  and  a  general  earthquake  bap^ 

Sk.  Cantabrigienf.  ubi  fup.  Isii.  Abvlfbd.  excerpt,  ex  Cod.  MS-^ 
fthlioch.  D.  Laurent.  Efcuriai.  et  Joan.  B*#t.  Calvs.  ubi  fup^ 
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pened  in  Spasn^  whofe  dreadful  concuffioas  werr  fi^  m  cvof 
part  of  that  country,  the  prefent  year  *. 
AlMow-      The  following  year,  being  the  268th  of  the  Hqrmy  A 
affelc        Mvwaffek  penetrated  a  fecond  time  to  AlMtAifa^  demolifliei 
gains  §ti^erzgain  the  fortifications  of  that  place,  which  he  canri^  by  «f 
mivan-     fault,  though  Jl  Habit  and  bis  troops  that  defended  the  Uiwa 
tages  9Vir  difputed  eveiy  inch  of  ground.     This  year,  one  LOlu  began  to 
AlHabib;  yeij^j  ^^^^^  his  matter  Ahmd  Ebn  ToUn  in  Egy^  ^ 
mndtaiit       I^  ^^^  269th  year  of  the  Hejra^  commencing  7»^  21ft, 
kit  capital  882,  AlMowaffik  zXXaxkitdAl  Habib  with  unparalleled  bravery, 
m  third     and  had  intirely  defeated  him,  had  he  not  been  woundM  in 
$imi^        the  breaft  by  an  arrow,  which  obliged  him  to  retire  out  of  the 
heat  of  the  adion,  and  to  found  a  retreat.    However,  as  foon 
as  he  vras  cured  of  his  wound,  he  advanced  a  third  time  xoM 
MabiyUj  made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  metropolis,  threw  down 
the  walls  that  had  been  raifed  again  by  the  Zenjian  pnocci 
put  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword,  and  carried  a  vaft 
number  of  them  away  with  him  into  captivity.  The  fame  ;car, 
LulA  went  over  to  Al  Mowaffik^  and  engaged  upoo  certain 
conditions  to  a£l  againfl  his  former  matter  Ahmed  Ebn  TiJia. 
Soon  after  which,  AlMowajfek  caufed  Ahmed  to  be  puhUdlf 
curfed  in  all  the  mofques  of  Baghdad  and  Irak  «. 
iUMow-      The  next  year,  being  the  270th  of  the  if^V^,  b^noing 
^^^iV'July  nth,  ii:i^AlMowaffek^ntXX2XtA  again  toAlMaUfa^ 
AlHabib^p^fl-effed  himfelf  of  that  city,  demoli£bed.f//&WA's  palace  there, 
^tbrwo''^' ^^^^^^  "P^**  '^'^  family,  and  fent  theni  to ^arraManray  ;  dioT 
tak  s  hi     ^^'  ^^^^  ^^^  ufurper,  who  had  made  fuch  havock  in  the 
frifefier     ^^ft*^  empire,  himfelf  found  means  to  efcape.     However, 
mnd  cuts    ^  Mowaffek  purfued  him  into  the  province  of  Mtvdx^  and 
t^  j^fg      intirely  defeated  the  (battered  forces  that  he  had  rallied  tfaert. 
head»        As  for  Al  Habib  himfelf,  he  now  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
vidor,  who  ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  off,  and  carried  upon 
the  point  of  a  lance  through  a  great  part  of  the  r^ion  whofe 
repofe  he  had  fo  long  difturbed.     After  which,  he  ient  it  by 
his  fon  Al  Mo'tadhed  Bi'Ua  to  Baghdddy  where  it  was  ex- 
pofed  to  public  view,  and  then  fixed  upon  one  of  the  gates  of 
the  city.  As  Al  Habib  firfl  appeared  in  arms  againfl  the  KhaSf 
the  26th  of  Ramadduy  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  255,  and  was 
put  to  death  the  fecond  of  Safar  270,  he  reigned  over  the 
ZenjianSy  that  had  rendered  themfelves  fo  formidable  to  tw# 

•  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  p.  170,  17!. 
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is,  the  ^^NittStoi  cS yiam^  or  Moimmmidifm  ^  which  was  given 
him  by  the  Kb^fjfl  Mu*tam$i^  bis  brother  ^  and  be  continued 
torero  tciitKhaUfai  under  ther^tle  to  the  time  of  hisdeatli'''. 

The  fame  year  died  Ahmd  Ehn  Tolun^  on  the  i8th  <^  Ahmed 
Dbtflhajjay  or,  as  fome  will  have  it,  the  i8th  of  Dbiflkaada^  ^bh  To* 
in  £opt.  It  has  been  obferved  by  Al  Makin^  that,  when  he  ^^  din. 
"was  at  the  point  of  death,  he  lifted  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  and 
fiud,  <<  O  Lord  !  forgive  thy  fervant,  whofe  load  of  guilt  is 
*^  too  great  for  him  Co  comprehend,  and  (hew  thyfelf  merdful 
**  to  him  at  the  time  of  his  death/'  He  left  behind  him  33 
fims,  one  of  which,  named  Khamarawij^hy  fucceeded  him  in 
the  dynafty  he  had  founded.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  a  ftrift 
obferverof  juftice,  and  of  fo  charitable  a  difpoiition,  that  he 
gV¥e  away  every  month  in  alms  ^oo^ooo  ^nirs»  He  diftri*. 
bttted  likewife  every  month  amongft  the  ecdefiaftics  of  the 
facft  repute  1000  dimirsj  and  fpent  the  Cune  fum  in  his  kitchen 
every  day.  Some  authors  write,  that,  during  the  time  he 
fsefided  over  Egjfi^  be  fent  to  Baghdad^  to  be  diftributcd 
amongft  men  of  learning  and  probity,  as  likewife  the  poor 
md  ifaefick,  no  left  than  2,200,000  dinars.  He  left  in  the 
treafury  at  his  death  10,000,000  dinars  i  which,  coniidering 
the  money  be  ^lent  and  gave  away  in  his  life- time,  was  a  pro- 
digious fum.  His  fervants  and  flaves  amounted  to  7000,  hi$ 
fcories  to  the  iame  number,  his  mules  and  c^uQels  to  8000^ 
•ad  his  war-horfes  to  300.  All  this  was  hj;i  own  peculiar 
property,  and  bore  no  relation  to  the  public.  The  revenue 
of  Egypt  in  his  time,  if  we  will  believe  Atu  Jaafar  Al  Tahari^ 
did  not  fall  Ihort  of  300,000,000  dinirs*  Notwithftanding 
his  eood  qualities,  be  is  reported  to  have  been  extreimly 
crua,  and  guilty  of  a  vaft  effiifion  of  human  blood  ;  having 
either  put  to  death,  or  ftarved  in  prifon^  at  leaft  18,000  per- 
ions.  Seventeen  fons,  and  as  many  daughters,  not  thirty* 
three  fons,  as  fome  writers  affirm^  furvived  him,  according  tQ 
Abs^UFaraj.  Al  Hafan  Ebn  Ztidj  ontoS  AWs  defceadants^ 
Tvho  had  reigned  near  twenty  years  in  Tebreftdn^  and  was  (ac* 
ceeded  by  his  brother  Mobammed  Ebn  Zeidy  Mohammed  Ebn 
IJbak  Ebn  Jaafar  Al  Sagdniy  and  DawdEbn  Ali  AlEsfabdni^ 
a  celebrated  Imamy  who  denied  any  affimilation  of  Goo  to  cre» 
ated  beings,  died  likewife  this  year  '.  Ih 

^  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabae.  Al  Makin,  ubifup,  p.  172,  iju 
Grbo.  AbuY-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  441.  Eutych.  ubifup.  P.469« 
469.  Abulnbd.  ad  an.  270.  D*Hbrbbl.  Biblioth.  orient,  uoi  fa^* 

*  Abu  Jaafar  Ah  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubifup.  p.  I73« 
Greg.  Abu VFaraj,  ubi  fup.   Eutych.  ubi  fup.  p.  472"47C» 
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The  Kha-      Im  the  271ft  year  of  the  Hejra^  commendiiff  ymu  o^d^ 
lih  forcis  884,  a  (harp  and  bloody  engagement  happened  between  the 
defeaitd    Khaltf%  forces,  commanded  by  jII  Mawaffek^%  (on,  and  diofe 
^jr  /^  of^f  iChamafHiwiyaby  who  had  made  an  irruption  *into  Syrie. 
Khama-    This  battle  was  fought  between  Al'Ramla  and  Dimi/bk^  ik 
rawiyah.  Dama/cus,     Khamarawiyab  was  charged  fo  hotly  in  th^  be- 
ginning, of  the  adion,  that  his  men  began  to  give  way ;  upon 
which  he  fled  with  great  precipitation  even  to  the  borders  cf 
Egypty  taking  for  granted  that  every  thing  was  loft.     But  bis 
troops,  not  having  been  apprized  of  their  general's  flight,  af^* 
terwards  rallied,  and  gained  a  complete  viaory.     This  year, 
died  Turan  Bint  Al  Ha/an  Ebn  Sabel^  the  wife  of  the  Kbadf 
Al  Mamltn^  as  we  learn  from  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  y. 
Notbif/g        The  following  year,  being  the  2j^d  of  the  Ifejra^  pro* 
remark'    ^ced  no  memorable  event  in  the  Mojkm  empire.     Kbinm* 
able  hap'  rawiyah  having  won  the  hearts  of  his  fubjeds  by  his  mild  and 
fenedthe  gentle  adminiftration,  though  he  was  now  but  twenty-two 
fhllvwlng  years  of  age,  and  kept  on  foot  a  large  body  of  troops  diar  ht 
par,         could  intirely  depend  upon,  Al  Mowaffek  found  it  impofifak 
to  make  anv  impreflion  upon  Egypt  the  prefeht  year.     Bdm 
dte  concluiion  of  it,  aperfon  of  diftindion  was  fenc  fipmthc 
imperial  court,  to  ranibm  the  Syracufans  that  had  been  taken 
prifoners  by  the  African  Moflems  about  fix  or  feven  yean  h^ 
fore  *. 
Moham-       During  the  whole  courfe  of  the  273d  year  of  die  Hgra^ 
ined  Ebn  the  Khaltf  AlMtf  tamed  gave  himfelf  up  intirely  to  indolence  * 
Abd'al-     iLDJ  pleafure ;  {o  that  Al  Mowaffek  alone  held  the  reins  of  the 
rahman     Ahflem  empire.    However,  he  could  neither  regain  Kberet- 
dm  in      j-^^  „^j  £^^^      jH^  d^^j  Soliman  Al  Sejejlam  and  M^bem- 

^'"'  med  Ebn  Yezid  Ebn  Majah  Al  Kaxwim\  two  famous  Samuti 
authors^  as  alfo  Kbalea  Ebn  Abmed^  who  had  been  governor 
of  Khorafdn^  departed  this  life,  the  prefent  year.  About  dK 
fame  time,  died  Mohammed  Ebn  Ab^alrabmoHj  the  KbaAfei 
Spain^  at  Ccrduba^  in  the  6oth,  or,  according  to  jtbu^Ifeda^ 
who  ftiles  him  the  Emir  of  Andalufia^  in  the  65th,  year  of  his 
age,  and  the  35th  of  his  reign.  Being  walking  in  his  royal 
gardens,  a  little  before  his  death,^  one  of  the  foldiers  of  bb 
guards  (aid  to  him,  <<  What  fine  gardens  are  theie  that  we 
^«  walk  in,  how  beautiful  is  the  prefent  day,  and  what  a  de» 
**  lightful  age  would  this  be,  were  it  poffible  to  avoid  being 
*«  arrefted  by  death  !**  To  which  the  JCAi^i^/replied,  "  Thos 

D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  ubi  fap.  Not.  MS.  ad  Greg.  Abnl> 
Faraj,  p.  272.  apad  Joan.  Swiktonum,  A.  M.  Oxon.  Abul- 
VED.  in  chroo.  ad  an.  Hej.  270.  f  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Ta* 

»AR.  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  Ism.  Abulped.  in  chron.  ad  an.  Hq. 
271'.  *  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p,  476'*«*— 479  Chron.  Sic. 

Cantabrigien^  ubi  fup. 
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*^  ait  miftakeji  in  thy  laft  remark ;  fince,  had  it  not  been  for 
<<  death,  I  (hould  never  have  fwayed  the  Mojlem  fceptre  of 
<«  SpainJ*  He  left  thirty- three  fons  behind  him.  Al  Men^ 
dor  J  his  fucceflbr,  one  of  them,  was  at  the  baths  of  Almeria 
when  the  Khalzf  txpixei ;  but,  upon  receiving  advice  of  his 
father's  deceafe,  he  ppfted  »way  with  all  poflible  celerity  to 
Carduboj  and  afcended  the  throne  there  in  the  43d  year  of  his 
age*. 

Thb  next  year,  being  the  274th  of  the  Hejra^  the  KhaUfAn  aS!b9 
Al  Mo^ tamed  purfued  the  fame  courfe  of  life,  and  left  the  go-  titmoitn 
vernment  of  the  Khalifat  intirely  to  his  brother  Al  Mowaffekjht  Chri- 
This  year,  there  was  an  action  in  Sicily  between  the  Chri/tians^^^  ««' 
and  ^c  African  MofiimSj  as  we  learn  from  the  Cambridge*^  ^^^ 
Cbronicon  i  but  whether  or  no  any  advantage  accrued  from^^'^* 
tfaence  to  either  of  the  contending  parties,  we  are  not  certainly      , 
informed  ^. 

In  the  275tb  year  of  the  Hejra,  Khamarawiyah  received  ad-  fbe  tramf* 
vice,  that  one  Mohammed  Ebn  Diwadddj  called  by  fome  au-  aSHotts  of 
thors  Aht^l  Sajf  had  taken  poft  at  Damafcus  with  a  powerful /i&^/^A 
army;  upon  which,'  he  affembled  all  his  forces,  and  m^iAc lowing 
the  proper  difpofitions  for  a  march,  in  order  to  attack  him.>'^- 
This  year,  Al  Mawaffek  fent  his  fon  to  prifon,  and  confined 
him  there,  till  he  was  feized  by  that  ficknefs  which  put  a  pe*^ 
riod  to  his  days.     About  the  fame  time,  Abu  Sa*id  MHoJiin 
Ebn  Al  Hafan  Ebn  AbiaUah^  a  funous  grammarian  and  phi- 
lologer,  departed  this  life.    The  machine  of  govemment  at 
Sarra  Manray  was  moved  in  the  fame  manner  this  year  as 
the  preceding.    Al  Mondar  behaved  with  great  liberality  and 
munificence  to  his  fubje£b  in  Spain^  and  even  remitted  the 
taxes,  or  tenths,  paid  by  the  feople  oiCorduba  i  notwithftand* 
ing  which,  they  rebelled  againft  him.    This  fo  exafperated 
hiai,  that  he  lefolved  to  take  vengeance  of  them  for  their  in- 
gratitude, as  well  as  their  difobedience.    But  he  died  on  his 
inarch  to  their  city,  before  he  could  carry  his  defkn  into  exe- 
cution.    He  reigned  only  two  years,  and  left  fix  fons  and 
feven  daughters  behind  him.  However,  the  army  elected  Ab^ 
Wallaby  his  brother,  in  prejudice  to  his  eldeft  fon,  to  fucceed 
him.    As  foon  as  the  people  of  Corduba  were  apprized  of  this, 
they  opened  their  gates  to  the  new  Khalif  and  met  with  a 
£iLVounible  reception  from  him.    After  which,  he  buried  his 
brother,  the  deceafed  Khali f  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  high 
rank,  aiid  prelided  above  twenty-five  years  over  the  Mojlems 
in  Spain  «.•  ,  . 

*  Rhondbmir,  Rodbeic.  Tolbtan.  nbi  fup.- Abulpbd.  in 
chron.  ad  an.  Hej.  273.  ^  Khondemir,  Chronic.  Sic.  Canta- 

brigienf.  uhi  fup.  ^  Eutych.  abi  fup.  Abulfbd.  ad  an. 

3*   ^75*    RODERIC.  TOLBTAH.    ubl  fup.    G.  XXix.  p.  25. 
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Jndthofe      The  following  year,  being  the  276th  of  die  flmv,  JC&il 
•ftbiyior  tnarawiyah  Ebn  Ahmed Ebn  Toiun  led  Us  army  againft  Mabam' 
zj6.         mid  EbH  Dtwad&dy  or  4bt^l  Sdj^  and  overtbivw  hkn  in  a  great 
battle  at  Jl  Bothnia ^  not  far  from  the  city  o{Damafims  ;  aJtcr 
which,  he  advanced  to  Jl  Rakka  upon  the  Euptrmts^  and 
made  himfelf  madler  of  that  place.    Having  annexed  fevcnl 
large  provinces  to  his  fcn'mer  dominions,  and  left  tame  of  fait 
friends  that  he  could  confide  in  to  prefide  over  them,  he  ie» 
turned  into  Egypti  the  principal  part  of  his  empiie,  wiuch 
now  extended  from  the  Euphrans  to  the  borders  xkNMm  and 
JSthiopia.  The  cities  of  Ltjbon^  Smile j  &c.  in  Spain^  rebdkd 
^  this  year  againft  Abiallah  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  AbfalrahniMj 
of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah^  there,  atvthe  inftigation  of  Oaiar 
EbnAlHafan^  who  headed  the  troops  of  thofe  rebeUions  cities. 
But  AbiaUah  having  aflembled  a  numerous  army,  in  order  to 
reduce  them  to  his  obedience,  they  thought  fit  to  lay  down 
their  arms  ;  upon  which,  Ahiallah  received  them-  into  favour, 
and  pardoned  Omar  Ebn  Al  Hafan^  who  had  firft  excited  tiieai 
to  a  revolt*    The  civil  diflenfions  and  inteftine  broQs  tte 
reigned  in  Sevilky  which  had  occafioned  .no  fmafl  eSufion  of 
blood,  greatly  facilitated  the  fubmiffion  and  redudion  of  that 
place.     About  this  time,  died  AhiahnHec  Ebn  MebammedA 
Rakajhiy  and  Abd*allah  Ebn  Mojkm^  a  celebrated  Mobamm^ 
dan  author.     The  African  Mojlems  made  diemfelves  mailers 
of  an  imperial  fleet,  and  put  5000  imperialifts  to  the  fwoid, 
at  Melazzo  in  Sicily  \  after  which,  the  inhabitants  of  that  town 
fled  to  Reggio  in  Calabria^  the  prefent  year  «*. 
A  rebel'        The  next  year,  being  the  277th  of  the  Hejra^  Al  Mew^ 
lion  in       affek  prefided  over  the  Khalifat  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  had 
Spain.       done  the  preceding  years ;  Al  Mi  tamed  not  concerning  him* 
felf  at  all  in  the  affairs  of  government.     Omar  Ebn  Al  Hefm 
rebelled  again  \ii  Spain  \  cutting  off*  the  heads  of  feveral  com- 
mandants of  towns,  and  committing  other  outrages  in  varioos 
parts.     However,  he  was  at  laft  driven  by  Ahtallab  out  of 
the  Moflem  territories,  and  obliged  to  fly  to  the  ChriJIienu  for 
refuge ;  when,  in  order  to  ingratiate  himfelf  the  more  with 
them,  he  is  faid  by  Roderic  to  have  been  baptized,  and  made 
profeffion  of  the  Chrijiian  faith.     We  are  told  by  the  Cam' 
bridge  Chronicon,  that  the  Sicilian  Mofiems  fell  upon  the  Afri^ 
eansy  and  cut  to  pieces  Al  Tdwaliy  one  of  their  chief  com* 
manders,  in  Marchy  this  year «. 

^  D'Hbubel.  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  638.  Rodbric.  Tolbtav. 
ttbi  fop.  Chron.  Sic.  Cant,  et  Joam.  Baft.  Carvs.  ubi  fop.  p.  7. 

•  Khondemir»  Roderic Tolet an.  et  Chronic. Sic Cantahr. 
et  Joan.Bapt.CailVs.  ubi  fup. 

Tsw 


C.  2.  The  Hifiory  of  the  Arabs.  485 

Thb  following  year,  being  the  278th  of  the  Hejra\  begin-  Al  Mow^ 
aing  Afril  15th,  891,  Al  Mowaffek  Bi*llah  departed  this  life  at  affek  dits. 
Sarra  Aidnray^  on  fFednefday^  the  21ft  of  the  month  Safar^  and 
was  fiocceeded  by  his  fon  Abu' I  Abbds  Ebn  AlMowaffek^  fur- 
liifiied  Ai  Mitadid  Bi^llabj  in  his  poft  of  prime  minifter,  or 
Fifir,    With  regard  to  his  charader,  Al  Mowaffek  has  been 
greatly  celebrated  by  the  Arab  hiftorians,  who  reprefent  him 
'as  a  pedbn  of  fuperior  magnanimity,  naturally  brave,  liberal, 
and  thoroughly  verfed  in  the  art  of  government.     He  ufed  to 
lay^  ^f  I  always  behold  my  friends  in  the  fame  light  as  my 
^*  brothers,  and  would,  if  it  could  be  done  with  fu£Ficient 
^*  propriety,  confer  upon  them  the  fame  appellation."     Al 
Mq* faded  Billah  had  as  great  an  afcendant  over  the  Khali f  as 
his  father ;  fo  that  it  is  no  wonder  he  (hould  be  able  fo  eafily 
to  exclude  Aiyaafar^  Al  MoUamed^s  fon,  from  the  fucceifion, 
and,  after  his  nominal  mailer's  death,  to  fix  himfelf  upon  the 
M^fiem  throne  ^ 

Thb  Karmatiansy  a  feft  which  bore  an  inveterate  malice  7"^/  Kar- 
againft  the  Mohammtdansy  began  firft  to  raife  difturbances  in  matians 
the  empire  this  year.  Their  origin  is  not  fo  well  known  5  hvufKfi  ^^ 
the  common  tradition  is,  that  a  poor  fellow,  whom  fome  call  ^ifl^^y 
Karmata^  came  from  Khttsuftan  to  the  villages  near  Cikfa^  and  ^l^'ii^r 
tiiere  fei^d  great  fandity  and  ftridnefs  of  Fife,  and  that  God  J        \  ' 
had  injomed  him  to  pray  fifty  times  a  day ;  pretending  ^fo  to  . . 
invite  people  to  the  obedience  of  a  certain  Imam  of  the  family  ^"^  * 
of  Mthammed:  and  this  way  of  life  he  continued  till  he  had 
made  a  very  great  party,  out  of  whom  he  chofe  twelve,  as  his 
apoftles,  to  govern  the  reft,  and  to  propagate  his  dodrine^. 
ife  alfo  afitimed  the  title  of  prince,  and  obliged  everv  one  of 
his  earlier  followers  to  pay  him  zdinar.    But  Al  Haiaamj  the 
governor  of  the  province,  finding  men  negle£ted  their  work, 
and  thrir  hufbandry  in  particular,  to  fay  thofe  fifty  prayers  a 
day,  fieized  the  fellow,  and,  having  put  him  in  prifon,  fwore 
that  be  (hould  die ;  which  being  overheard  by  a  girl  belonging 
to  the  governor,  (be,  pitying  the  man,  at  night  took  the  key  of 
the  dungeon  from  under  her  mafler's  head  as  he  flept,  and, 
having  let  the  prifoner  out,  returned  the  key  to  the  place 
whence  (he  had  it.    The  next  morning  the  governor  found 
the  bird  iown ;  and  the  accident  being  publlckly  known  raifed 
g^eat  admiration,  his  adherents  giving  it  out  that  God  had 
taken  him  into  heaven.    Afterwards  he  appeared  in  another 
province,  and  declared  to  a  great  number  of  people  he  had 
got  about  him,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  to  do  him 

'  EuTTCH.  ubi  fop.  p.  478, 479.    GaBo.  Abu*l-Fara  j,  nbi     * 
fup.  p.  272.  AatF  Jaafae  Al  Tabar,  Al  Makin,  ubi  fap.  p* 
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hurt ;  notwitbftanding  which,  his  courage  failing  him,  he  re-  ^ 
tired  into  Syriay  and  was  not  heard  of  any  more.    During  ^'^ 
abode  in  that  country,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  entertsdncd 
a  man  called  Karmatiab,  from  whom  his  name  Karmata  was 
derived.     Others,  however,  relate,  that  the  Kffrmatians  wrale  . 
very  clofe  and  in  exceeding  fmall  charaders,  contrary  to  the 
manner  of  xhitArabMoJlemSy  amongft  whom  die  Ctt/Eccharafier 
prevailed,  who  ufed  large  letters,  and  left  a  confiderable  (pace 
between  thoir  lines ;  and  thatfrom  this  cuftom  they  derived  the 
name  of  Karmatians ;  Karmatby  or  Karmaty  amongft  the^r^i, 
denoting  that  manner  of  writing.  Be  that,  however,  as  it  wiO, 
this  kSt  continued  and  mcreafed,  after  the  founder  <tf  it  diiap- 
peared ;  pretending  that  their  matter  had  manifefted  himielf  to 
be  a  true  prophet,  and  had  left  them  a  new  law,whercin  he  hai 
changed  the  ceremonies  and  form  of  prayer  ufed  by  ^t^MoJiam^ 
and  introduced  a  new  kind  of  faft;  and  that  he  had  adfo  allowed 
them  to  drink  wine,  and  difpenfed  with  feveral  things  cooh 
snanded  by  the  Koran.    They  Ukewife  turned  die  preraxsof 
that  book  into  allegory;  teaching  that  prayer  was  the  qrmhd 
of  obedience  to  their  Imam^  and  fading  that  of  filence,  or 
concealing  their  dogms  from  ftrangers*    They  alio  believed 
-fornication  to  be  the  (in  of  infidelity ;  and  the  guilt  thereof  to 
be  incurred  by  thofe  who  reiu^ed  the  myfteries  <^  their  rdi* 
^    cion,  or  paid  not  a  blind  obedience  to  their  chief.     They  are 
laid  to  have  produced  a  book,  wherein  was  written,  tmoneft 
other  things, '  In  the  name  of  tho  moft  vurciful  God*     A1  I^- 
raj  £bn  Othmin  of  tho  town  ofN^friMjaitb^  thai  Christ 
4ippiared  to  him  in  a  human  form^  andfatd^  '*  Thou  art  Ae  »• 
**  vitation:  then  art  the  aemon/iraticn :  thou  art  tb*  camd: 
^^  thou  art  the  beaft :  thou  art  John  the  fon  {^Zacharias  :  tkm 
^rt  the  Holy  Ghost.''    The  fed  of  the  Kamuaiamsj  ac» 
cording  to  fome  writers,  fii ft  began  to  appear  in  the  KboMot 
of  HarilnJl  RaJhteL^  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  in  that  dlM 
Mamin  \  but  their  leader  having  then  foon  difappeared,  they 
kept  themfelves  concealed ;  neitiiier  acknowledg^g  anj  paiti* 
cular  Im&m^  nor  any  other  chief.    Ebn  Sbobnab  relates,  that 
they  firft  elicited  fome  commotions  in  the  village  and  towns 
near  CAfa^  in  the  275th  year  of  the  Hijra ;  and  that  diey 
were  headed  bv  a  man  named  Kerfa^  who  often  chang^  h» 
fituation  and  place  of  abode,  and  was  b  efiednally  concealed 
by  his  followers,  that  he  could  never  be  difix>vered  by  any  ef 
the  Khalifa  officers  who  were  fent  in  queft  of  him*     JCta- 
4imir  writes,  that,  in  many  particulan,  this  (eA  agireed  with 
that  of  Ifmael  Ebn  Jafifar  Al  Sadekj  the  (ixth  Imam  ;    ifasC 
they  did  not  fcruple  eatii^  many  things  forbidden  by  die  Mo* 
tammedatu  law ;  and  that  they  believed  angelt  to  be  die  iricndsi 
^ireAofSi  ^DA  guardians  of  mankind,  and  evU  demons  d)eir 
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inoft  iaveterate  enemies,  that  were  continually  meditatiflg 

their  deftruSion.    The  Karmatians  pretend,  that  Christ 

revealed  to  the  above-mentioned  AlFaraj  Ehn  Otbman.^  that 

the  prayer  before  fun-rife  ought  to  be  performed  with  two  in- 

Seniculations,  and  that  before  funfet  with  two  more;  and. 

that  they  ought  to  faft  twice  a  year,  vi%.  on  the  days  Mibijdn^ 

or  Mibrjany  and  Al  Ntruzy  that  is,  the  1 6th  day  of  the  Perfian 

month  Mthfj  and  the  firft  day  of  the  year.   .  From  the  year 

of  the  Hijra  278,  the  Karmatians^   under  feveral  leaoers, 

gave  almoft  continual  difturbance  to  the  Khalifs^  and  their 

Afohammedan  fubjeds,  for  feveral  vears ;  committing  great 

diibrders  and  outrages  in  ChaldeOj  Arabia^  Syria^  and  Myhpo^ 

tamia^  and  at  length  eftablifliing  a  coniiderable  principality, 

the  power  whereof  was  in  its  meridian  in  the  reign  of  Jiu 

Dhdbiry  famous  for  his  taking  of  Mecca^  and  the  indignities 

by  him  offered  to  the  temple  there,  but  which  declined  ibon 

after  his  time,  and  came  to  nothing.     Mmtaffek  died  of  the 

leprofy,  or  elephantiafis,  accordisg  to  Abulfeda  and  Abu^U 

Farajy  a  little  before  the  Karmatians  began  to  diflurb  the  re* 

pofe  of  the  MoJUm  empire.     He  could  not  forbear  faying,  in 

his  laft  illnefs,  that  of  100,000  men,  whom  he  commanded, 

not  one  was  as  miferable  as  himfelf.     After  that  general's  de« 

ceafe,  his  fon  AbtCl  Abbas  Al  Mo*taded  fucceeded  him,  with 

the  unanimous  approbation  of  all  the  officers  of  the  army, who 

likewife  acknowleged  his  right  to  the  crown  after  Al  Mota* 

med^  by  the  exprefs  command  of  the  Khalif,     We  muft  not 

forget  toobferve,  that  Ahmed  EbnJMohammed  AlTdbi^  prince 

or  chief  of  the  Karmatians^  obliged  every  one  of  his  fubje^ls, 

or  followers,  to  pay  him  yearly,  by  wav  of  tribute,  a  dinar  s. 

The  next  year,  being  the  27Qth  of  the  Hejra,  commenc-  Tbt  Kha- 
ing  April  3d,  892,  the  Khalif  Al  Mo' tamed  6\ti  at  Baghdad^  lif  Al 
the  19th  oiRajebj  being  then  about  fifty  years  of  age.     The  Mo*ta- 
day  before,  he  had  drank  to  great  excefs,  and  at  night  eaten  °^cd  dies. 
a  much  larger  fupper  than  ufual ;  which  proved  fatal  to  him, 
as  before  morning  he  expired.     Some  of  the  authors,  how- 
ever, followed  by  M.  D^Hrbekty  relate,  that  he  died  of  a 
(quinancy,  and  that  he  was,  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  fifty 
years  and  fix  months  old.  This  Khalif  vfzs  extremely  attached 
to  his  pleafures;  fo  that  he  left  the  management  of  his  affairs 
.  intirely  to  others.    He  was  paflionately  fond  of  mufic,  and  not 
unacquainted  with  letters.. He  quitted  the  city  oiSarraManray.^ 
and  fixed  his  refidence  for  fome  time  at  Baghdad  \  tho'  he  was 

t  Greg*  AbuVFaraj»  ubi  fap.  p.  274,  275.  Abv  Jaapaa 
AlTabar.  Al  Makxn,  ubi  fup.  p.  174,  175,  176.  £bnShoh-v 
XAHy  Abvlfed.  in  cbron.  ad  an.  Hej.  277.  KuoNDEMiRy  Not. 
MS.  ad  Greg.  Abu*I-Faraj^  p.  276.  apud  Joan.  Swinton.  A.  M« 
OxoNiSNS.  D^HfiRBEL.  Siblioth.  oricpt.  art.  Carmatb,f,  }s6^2p^ 
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buried,  according  to  the  beft  of  the  Ar^ih  writefs,  at  the  fov- 
mer  of  thofe  places.  During  the  oourfe  of  twenty-three  yeaiv 
f^n,  AlMowaffek  and  hia  fon  M  Mitadei  depmed  hbn  ad»- 
'  foltttely  of  his  authority,  leaving  him  only  the  hare  name  ef 
Kbaltf\  infotauch  that  when  he  once  afked  of  bis  brother  30d 
dindrSf  that  fmall  fum  was  refufed  him.  Hcmtftr^  the  .^9^ 
lems  in  gencjral  were  very  well  pleafed  with  AI  MnoaffeJ^s  ad^ 
miniftration.  Al  Mo'tamed  was  a  little  fwaithy,  of  a  goo4 
ftatore,  had  a  comely  face,  a  large  head,  a  lor^  beard,  and 
A  forehead  a  little  pitted  with  the  fmall  pox.  Botb  hb  hair 
and  his  beard  were  greyer  than  ufual  in  one  of  bis  age.  He 
loved  gaming  and  chearfiil  converfation,  as  well  as  eating  and 
drinking,  to  a  great  degree ;  whence  *tis  no  wonder  he  ffliodd 
have  been  too  indolent  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  affairs  of  go- 
vernment, In  this  Khali/'s  reien  flouri(bed  Ttfi^^  ^Ehm  Mih 
hammed  Abu  Maajhar  Al  BalkUy  commonly  known  by  the 
flame  of  Albumafcr^  Al  Mowaffek*^  aftroloeer,  who  attend- 
ed him  whien  he  befieged  a  body  of  the  Zenjian  troops  m 
Bafra.  This  Abu  Maajhar^  when  he  lived  at  BagbdU^ 
Wa»  an  enemy  to  Abu  Xufef  YaHh  Ehn  Ifiak  Al  Kemii^ 
and  endeavoured  to  prejudice  the  people  of  that  city  wainft 
him,  becaufe  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  philofephy. 
But  Al  Kendi  having  found  a  perfon  who  prevailed  upon  hiin 
to  learn  arithmetic  and  geometry,  which  he  left  for  the  fadceof 
aftrology,  before  he  had  made  a  very  confiderable  progre6  m 
them^  he  ceafed  to  perfecute,  or  give  any  ftuther  moleftation 
to,  that  celebrated  fcholar.  Abu  Maajharj  a  man  of  fine 
parts,  and  an  excellent  difpofition,  arrived  at  great  (kill  m 
aftrology,  tho'  a  ftranger  even  to  the  rudimmts  of  that  art 
when  he  was  forty-feven  years  of  age,  and  wrote  fever»l  trea* 
tffes  upon  it,  held  in  vaft  repute  ^mongft  the  Arabs.  The 
Khali f  Al  MoJVian  ordered  him  to  be  fcverely  whipt,  becaufe 
an  event  that  he  had  foretold  adually  came  to  pa^s  wfaicfa 
not  a  little  chagrined  him.  He  lived  to  be  above  lOO  jrcaiv  of 
age,  and  died  at  JVaJet.  He  ^as  accufed  of  drunkennefs,  and 
generally  troubled  with  an  epileptk  diforder  at  the  fiill  moon* 
w  ith  regard  to  Al  Kendiy  he  was  of  noble  extra£lion,  and 
horn  at  Bafra.  His  father  IJhak  had  been  governor  of  CAfr 
in  the  Khalifats  of  Al  Mohdi  and  Harin  Al  Rajhld.  Tb« 
Yakuh  Al  Kendi  was  fo  fmgularly  well  verfed  in  phytic,  natural 
philofophy,  arithmetic,  dialedic  or  logic,  mufic,  geometry, 
and  aftronomy,  and  wrote  fo  many  famous  books  in  mofl  of 
thofe  fciences,  that  he  infinitely  excelled  all  the  Mo/kms  of 
his  age  in  the  knowlege  of  thofe  branches  of  literature,  and 
was  the  only  one  of  them  that  merited  the  honourable  title  of 
philofopher.  Kojld  Ebn  LAka  Al  Baalbeii^  a  Chrifiian  philo* 
fophcr,  ^d  his  colemporary,  rendered  himfelf  exceeding  fa- 
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moss  by  tnveDtng  over  k  oonfiderable  p«rt  of  the  imperial 
tetritorm,  and  purdnfing  of  the  Grais  a  nsultitude  of  bocAt^ 
'whkh  he  brought  widk  bim  firft  into  Sjriay  and  afterwardt 
into  Irak,  where  he  was  employed  in  tranflating  fome  of  the 
moft  ufeAiI  of  them  out  of  Grsii  into  JraUc.  Several  pieces 
written  in  a  compendious,  though, moft  excellent,  method 
by  this  learned  author  were  extant  in  the  days  of  AbuH-Parajm 
We  are  alfo  tdd,  that  StnhArib  invited  bim  into  Artnma^ 
where  he  kept  him  till  his  death,  and  afterwards  eroded  over 
knn  a  maufoieum,  or  ftately  monument,  in  order  to  demon- 
iltate  to  future  ages  the  high  r^ard  be  had  for  him«  In  fine* 
he  was  looked  upon  as  the  greateft  fcholar  of  the  age,  and  fa« 
mous  for  expreflbig  his  vaft  flow  of  fentiments  in  a  concift 
and  engaging  manner  \ 

It  appears  from  an  oriental  hiflorian,  that,  in  the  reign  <3S  Jninfcrh 
diia  Kh^lif,  and  the  year  of  the  Hejra  276,  there  were  found  pthn  in 
\n  a  place  61  Syria  called  Tel  ShdK  that  is  to  fay,  tbi  hruir's  Mkfmum 
tiUj  as  alfo  Til  Alfekkah,  tbi  hill  of  antnUIs,  feven  tombs,  cUrafferw 
every  one  of  which  contained  a  body  extremely  well  preferved,  ^/iovend, 
whofe  fliroud  fecmed  quite  new,  and  emitted  a  very  grateful 
odour.     Amongft  thefe  feven  bodies  there  was  one  that  had 
belonged  to  a  young  maiT,  whofe  vi&ge,  and  particularly  the 
lips,  appeared  as  fiefli  as  thofe  of  a  living  perfon  who  had  juft 
drunk  a  draught  of  water.    Near  thefe  tombs  a  flone  was 
difcovered  that  greatly  refembled  one  of  thofe  which  are  ufed 
to  fliarpen  or  whet  any  iron  inftrument  upon.    This  flone 
exhibited  an  inscription  drawn  up  in  chara£ters  that  nobody 
could  decipher ;  tho*  the  Khaltf  ordered  a  large  number  of 
men  of  all  nations^  feAs,  and  religions,  that  lived  within  the 
limits  of  the  Moflim  empire^  to  be  afiemhled  for  that  pur- 
poie'. 

In  d»e  firft  year  of  the  KbaHfat  of  Jl  MoUamdj  Saphin  Sivtral 
was  conftituted  patriarch  of  Anttochy  and  died  on  the  very  day  rtmark' 
of  his  Gonfecration.     He  was  fucceeded  by  TaMs,  who  fat  in  a^/g 
that  fee  twenty  years.     In  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  EyEa  events, 
Ebn  Munfur  was  advanced  to  the  patriarchate  of  jiruJaUm^  wthitbir* 
and  prefided  over  the  church  there  twenty-nine  years.     Mi-  to  men^ 
ibHyel  Ebn  Bacam^  the  patriarch  of  Alexandria^  died  in  the  tloned^  in 
256ch  year  of  the  Hejra,  was  buried  in  the  city  of  B4raby  and  ^^j^  ^|?*- 
fucceeded  by  another  >)fiVi^//,  of  Grai  extradion,  who  con- 1"  ^''''^* 
tinued  patriarch  of  AliMndria  thirty*faur  years.    BaJUius^  the 

^  Abu  Jaafar  At  Tabari,  Al  Makin,  obi  fop.  p.  175. 
EuTYCH.  obi  fup.  p.  4789  479.  Gaio.  AbuVParaj,  aU 
fop.  p.  272,  273,  274.  Ism.  AautFBD.  inchron.  ad  aa.  Hej.  279. 
Not.  MS.  ad  Greg.  AbuU-Faraj,  p.  274.  apud  Joan.  Swinto- 
ftxjHr,  A.M.  OxoNiBNs.  D'Hbrbbl.  Bibloth.  orient,  art.  Jlii»*- 
iameJ,  p.  638,  •  Tarikh  Al  Aqbas. 
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Greet  emperor^  likevife  died  in  this  piiiice'*8  ragn ;  wfaid 
made  way  far  his  ion  Lee  to  the  imperial  throne,  who  hat 
been  dignified  by  Eutydnus  with  the  honourable  title  of  a  wife 
man  and  a  philofopher.  In  the  8th  year  oi  M  M^tameiy  cr 
the  2634  of  the/?9ra,  BdiiEhn  Batrik^  who  had  compkld 
the  60th  year  of  his  age  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  patri- 
archal fee  of  Alexandria^  and,  after  that  event,  afliimed  dv 
name  of  Anba.  Eutychiusj  or  EftjflniSy  was  bom.  BafiUus  de* 
parted  this  life  in  the  ^59th  year  of  the  Hejta^  aconding  is 
fome  authors  cited  by  M  MaHn^  and  his  fon  Lio  afcended  die 
imperial  throne  the  fame  year.  AlMiftamet^  principal  Goan- 
fellors  were  fuoceffively  AbiaUab  Ehn  KbHan^  Soliman  £k» 
tFabeby  AlHafan  £bn  MekbalUd^  three  times,  Sa'id  Ebn  AU^ 
haUedf  and  Alu'lfaiar  Ebn  Jfmael  Ebn  Malec  \  his  judbRS  £ 
Ha  Jan  Ebn  SabalEbn  AbuH  Shawdrib  and  Jbmed  Ebn  Jffi  and 
his  chamberlains  M4fa  Ebn  BegOj  and  his  brother  faafar. 
The  infcription  of  bis  feal  was,  Happy  is  be  wbe  receives  in- 
Jtru^ienfirem  anetber  man^s  example  K 

SECT.  .XXXVII. 

Al  Mo*-  ^ HE  fame  day  that  Al  MeUamed  died,  AbiCl  Ahhis  Ahmed 
ipieifre'  ^  Al  Mo'taded  BPllah  Ebn  AlMowaffek^  in  confequcnce  of 
ejaimed  his  having  been  called  to  the  fucceffion  after  that  priiice,  was 
ialuted  USaUf.  His  mother's  name  was  Darirj  or  Derdr.  Sbe 
had  been  one  of  hb  father  Al  MeiwaffeVz  concubines ;  but  to 
what  country  ihe  originally  1>elonged,  wo  have  not  been  told. 
A  profound  tranquillity  took  place  throughout  the  empire,  im- 
mediately after  his  acceffion ;  fo  that  there  was  a  vA  plenty 
of  proviuons  and  neceflaries  of  all  kinds  in  ever^  pixmnoc 
Some  writers  pretend^  that  AlMf  faded,  before  his  devatioQ 
o  the  Kbaltfgty  faw  a  perfon  in  a  dream  plunge  hb  hand  into 
he  Tigris^  and  inftantly  pull  it  out  again ;  upon  wbkh,  that 
river  wa^  immediately  dried  up,  as  tho'  he  held  all  the  water 
of  it  in  hb  hand ;  which  when  he  opened,  it  returned  to  its 
former  courfe.  This  perfon  then  aiked  him  whether  be  knew 
him  ?  and,  upon  hb  anfwering  him  in  the  negative,  difoovered 
himfelf  to  be  y///,  deiiring  him  at  the  fame  time  to  be  kind  to 
his  family,  after  he  had  afcended  the  Mejlem  dirone.  Al  Mf* 
tadedj  continue  thefe  authors,  promiled  him  he  would,  and 
was  afterwards  as  good  as  his  word.  For,  the  deibeodaiits  of 
that  celebrated  Imam  enjoyed  a  large  Ihare  of  tbb  prince's  fi- 
tours,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign  '• 
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The  fame  year,  Kbamarawiyab  Ebn  Abmei  EbnTMn  fent  Th  iUia- 
Al  Hofnn  Ebn  Ab^allab^  commonly  called  Ebn  Al  JoJfaSy  as  lif  4^ 
his  embaflador,  with  very  valuable  preTcntSy  to  the  M^Jkm  mand$ 
court,  in  order  to  propofe  a  match  between  his  daughter  Ke-  Kh^mani-    < 
tralnaia  and  Al  Mo'taded'%  fon  AH ;  but  the  KbaUf^  having  WiyahV 
probably  received  a  pleafing  account  of  the  young  lady's  ^ibor 
charms,  demanded  fier  in  marriage  for  himfelf.  To  this  Kba^  '*  ^*^* 
maramyab  not  only  gave  his  confent,  but  teftiiied  likewife  his  ^^H^* 
approbation  of  liis  minifter's  condud  in  tranfports  of  joy. 
About  the  fame  time,  died  Nafr^  or  Naffer^  Al  Samani^  m 
Kl^rafan^  and  Abu  Ifa  Ebn  Mihammed  Ebn  Ifa  Ebn.  Sawda^ 
a  celebrated  Imanij  and  the  author  of  the  great  coHedion  of 
traditions.     AbitaBab  Ebn  Mobamnud  Ebn  Abialrabman  go- 
verned his  fubje£b  with  great  lenity  and  juftice  this  year,  and 
the  remaining  part  of  his  reign,  in  Spain  n^. 

The  following  year,  being  the  280th  of  the  Hejra^  died  Al  Mo*^ 
*Jaafar^  the  fon  of  Al  Mo^ tamed ;  and  Hamdan  Ebn  HamiAn  taded 
Ebn  Al  Haretb  Al  Ta'labi^  one  of  the  Arab  Enmrs  fettled  in  fnahsfr^- 
DiyarRabiay  and  the  adjacent  territories,  either  diredly  rt- faratims- 
volted  againft  die  KbaHf,  or,  by  joining  a  body  of  Curds^  ^tJ'^^ 
gave  umbrage  to  him.     That  prince,  therefore,  towards  the  ***°wsni 
dofe  of  the  year,  fet  a  coaliderable  army  on  foot,  in  order  to 
reduce  him  °. 

In  th(5  281ft  year  of  the  Htjra^  beginning  March  13th,  andgiis 
894,  the  Kbalifc^me  to  an  open  rupture  with  Hamdan.  Be-  Inm  int^ 
ing  informed  of  his  hoftile  intentions,  and  of  the  jundion  of  ^/i  bandt. 
his  forces  with  a  body  oiCurds^  he  advanced,  to  Mawfel  at  the 
head  of  bis  troops,  and,  in  his  march,  defeated  a  large  body 
(tf  the  enemy,  killed  a  great  number  of  them  upon  the  fpot, 
and  drove  moft  of  the  reft  into  the  Zab^  a  river  that,  at  a 
iinall  diftance  ftomMawfel  and  Haditzaj  unites  its  ftream  with 
that  of  the  Tliris  i  who,  not  being  able  to  reach  the  oppo- 
lite  bank,  were  all  drowned*  From  Mawfd  be  marched  to 
MinMnj  or  Maradtn^  a  place  of  fome  ftrength  belonging 
to  HamdoHf  in  which  he  had  pofted  his  fon  with  a  garifon  to 
defend  it ;  who  furrendered  to  ihc  Khalif  at  difcretion,  the 
day  after  he  prefented  himfelf  before  it.  Al  Mo* faded,  hav- 
ing poflefled  himfelf  of  this  fortrefs,  ordered  every  thing  va- 
luable in  it  to  be  carried  out,  levelled  it  with  the  ground,  and 
then  returned  with  his  army  to  JSiigbdad-  In  the  mean  time, 
Hamdan  though^  fit  to  retire  to  Hgfeintaj  a  large  city  ex-   < 

fttpj  p.  176, 177.  EuTTCH.  ubi  fop.  p.  478—481.  IsM.  Abvl* 
rED.  ubi  fop,  D'Herbbl.  Biblioth.  orient,  art.  M^tadbed,  p.  6*34, 
63^.  "  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  AlMakin,  obi  fup.  p. 

177.  Isu.  Abulped.  Greo.  Abu^l-Faraj,  etEuTvcH.  ubi  {up. 
Rod.  Toletan.  nbi  fup.  ^  Abv  Jaafar  Al  Tabar, 

ALMAM><>etdRR0.  AbvVFaraj,  nbi  fup. 

tremely 
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tremefy  well  fortified,  and  defended  by  a  garifon  of  ten  tboii- 
fand  men,  commanded  by  Shadddj  one  ct  his  friends*   Hi 
ever,  the  Khdtf  found  means  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of 
fbrtre6  alfo,  and  to  get  Hamddn  into  his  hands.     Some  au- 
thors Vfx'M^ihztHajMan  had  three  fens,  AlIhfAi,  JhtmUsk^ 
and  Dawi  \  and  that  the  Khalif  gave  Al  H%fnn  the  coaunand 
of  a  body  of  his  troops.    Be  that,  however,  as  it  will,  A^ 
JtaUah  Ahtfl  Hija^  Hsimdanh  fecond  fon,  was  one  of  tlx 
KbaHf  Al  'Mo*&aJl%  generals.    Some  writers  make  SMi^i^ 
dttwla  the  fon  of  this  Abd'allah^  and  others  of  Hamtdam  him- 
bimfelf.    He  was  born,  according  to  Aku  Juafar  Al  Takni^ 
the  preceding  year  ^. 
tii  Kha-      The  next  year,  being  the  aSid  of  the  H^ra^  commeoo- 
lifMorri/ing  March  2d»  895,  Khamarawiyah's  daughter  KHraAadtf 
Ketral-     attended  by  a  fplendid  equipage,  was  fent  by  her  father  to 
hada,        Baghdad^  m  the  month  of  Al  Moharram^  and  received  by  the 
Khamara*  Khaltf  himfelf,  her  future  fpoufe,  at  the  gates  of  that  dtf  i 
wiyah'i     ffom  whence  he  conduced  her  to  the  imperial  palace  that, 
d^higr*  yg^xii  great  pomp  and  magnificence,  the  24Jdi  of  the  fattr 
Rabi.     About  this  time,  died  Abu  Hani/a  Ahmed  Ekn  Dmai 
Al  Dainawarif  the  author  of  a  natural  hiftory  of  plants,  ifi 
Hirfth  Ebn  Abi  Ofima^  the  author  of  the  Mafnad^  or  body 
of  traditions,  and  Abi/l  Aina  Mohamnud  Ebn  Al  Kafgwiy  a 
difciple  of  the  famous  Al  Afmau     The  fame  year,  Kbamara-' 
wiyah  was  aflailinated  by  one  of  his  domeftics  in  bed,  the  j/k 
of  Dhu^lhajja^  at  Damafcus ;  after  which,  the  army  fubfticitted 
his  fon  Jaijh^  or  Jeijh^  in  his  room.     As  foon  as  this  prince 
had  mounted  the  throne  of  Syria  and  Egypt,  the  troops  de» 
manded  his  uncle's  head  ;  which  he  thereupon  ordered  to  be 
cut  off,  and  thrown  to  them,  without  delay.    In  a  (hort  dme 
after  his  accef&on,  he  quitted  the  city  of  DamafcuSy  where 
his  father  had  fixed  his  refidence,  left  a  |ovemor  there,  and 
returned  with  all  poffible  expedition  into  Egypt  Jf, 
nitron/^     The  ft83d  year  of  the  Hejra  proved  fatal  to ymjb^  or 
mSi9ns  of  Jiijh ;    who,  together  with  his  mother,  was  mailacred  fay 
the  year    the  foldiery,  after  he  had  prefided  about  eight  months  over 
283.         Syria  SLtid  Egypt.    After  his^  death,  the  mutineers  demoliflied 
bis  palace  in  Mijr,  and  placed  his  brother  Harun  Ebn  Kkm^ 
marawiyabj  a  child  of  ten  years  old,  upon  the  throne.     This 
happened  in  the  month  of  Rajeb.     The  KhaHfAl  Me^taded^ 
having  received  advice  of  HarAn^s  acceifion,  wrote  him  a  let- 
ter, wherein  he  acquainted  him,  that  he  had  conferred  th# 

^  lidem  ibid.  Ism.  ABVLFED.inchron.adan.  Hej.aSi.  Vide 
ttiam  Greg.  AbuY-Fara;»  ubi  fup.  p.  305,  ct  atibi  paff. 

P  Abu  Ja AFAR  Al  Tab AR.  Al  Makin,  Eurrca.  et  Gaac. 
Abu^-Faeaj^  nbi  fap^  Ism.  Abulfev.  in  chroa.  adan.Hq. 
aSa. 
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jvefe^reof  Egypt  upon  him,  and  impofed  on  him  an  annual 
tribute  of  1,500,000  dinars ;  which  Harin  promifed  to  pay 
ktm  out  of  the  public  revenues  of  Egypt.  The  Sclavij  or 
SdtvomanSi  according  to  Abt^lFaraj^  either  this  or  the  fol- 
bwing  year,  made  an  irruption  into  Thrace^  put  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  people  to  the  fword,  befieged  Conftantinople  itfelf,  and 
rsnrsged  all  the  country  about  that  capital.  The  Greek  em- 
peror not  being  able  to  make  head  againft  the  barbarians  with 
his  own  troops,  continues  this  author,  armed  tYitMefiem  flaveS) 
or  prifoners,  on  this  occafion,  in  order  to  make  a  vigorous  fally 
ipon  the  befiegers,  and  drive  them  from  before  the  town.  Whioi 
having  done,  principally  by  the  bravery  of  thofe  flaves,  he 
again  difarmed  them,  and  dilperfed  them  over  the  provinces 
of  the  empire ;  fearing  left,  if  they  remained  in  a  body  widi 
their  arms,  after  they  had  fo  diftinguiihed  themfelves,  they 
might  meditate  feme  enterprize  againft  him.  Soon  after  this^ 
a  cartel  was  fettled  between  the  Chrifiiam  and  the  Mojlems^ 
who  were  continually  making  incuriions  into  each  others  ter- 
ritories, for  an  exchange  of  prifoners  :  by  which  means,  2504 
MoJIemSy  men,  women,  and  children,  recovered  their  liberty. 
The  fame  year,  that  is,  the  283d  of  the  Hejraj  a  phantom^ 
or  apparition,  frequently,  for  a  confiderable  time,  prefented 
itfelf  before  the  KhaHfy  notwithftanding  all  the  doors  of  his 
palace  and  his  apartments  were  Ihut,  in  different  manners, 
poftures,  and  (hapes.  Sometimes  it  would  appear  to  him  in 
the  habit  of  a  merchant,  at  others  in  that  of  a  foldier,  and 
at  others  in  that  of  a  dervife.  Its  vifage  alfo  changed  its  co- 
lour often ;  for  fometimes  it  was  white,  and  incircled  with 
nvs  of  light,  at  others  brown,  and  at  others  pale  and  wan. 
The  fame  of  this  apparition  was  foon  fpread  over  the  city  of 
Bagbdidy  and  people  reafoned  differently  upon  it.  Some  took 
it  to  be  die  devil,  whom  the  Divine  Juftice  fent  to  this  prince 
to  torment  him.  Others  believed  it  to  be  one  of  thofe  wan- 
ton fpirits  called  by  the  Arabs  Jin^  or  Geniij  which  partici*** 
pate  both  of  the  nature  of  fpirits  and  that  of  men.  Others 
imagined,  that  it  was  an  angel  fent  byGoD  to  reform  this  prince, 
and  difpofe  him  to  forfake  the  vicious  habits  he  had  contraded. 
But  the  moft  fenfible  part  of  his  fubjeds  apprehended,  that 
tbefe  pranks  were  plaid  by  fome  of  his  domeilics,  affifted 
herein  by  a  perfon  well  verfed  in  the  occult  fciences,  in  order 
to  carry  fome  defign  he  had  formed  into  execution.  Never* 
thelefs,  the  truth  of  the  fad  could  never  be  difcovered^ 
which  excited  the  Kbalifto  ufe  feveral  of  his  domeftics,whom 
he  fufpeded  of  having  a  hand  in  this  affair,  ill  on  that  ac- 
count About  this  time,  died  at  Manbij^  or  Aleppo^  AlWa» 
M  Ebn  Obtidah^  and  Ali  Ebn  Al  Abbdsy  two  celebrated  Arab 

poets. 
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poets*    Thu  year,  a  truce,  or  cefiation  of  arms,  in  SkSii 

wa^  agreed  upon  between  the  Chrijiians  and  the  Mofiems  4. 

Siqftnd        In  the  year  of  the  Hejra  284,  b^inning  February  8d^ 

mtotiderfid  897,  a  wonderful  phaenomenon,  or  rather  feveral  fudi  pb»' 

fbitm'      nomena,  were  feen  in  Egypt.     On  Holy  Tburfday^  or  ^^^Sks* 

mma  in    fion-day^  which  this  year  fell  on  the  28tb  of  the  former  i£tfJ% 

^SyP^      a  high  wind  arofe  towards  the  evening,  which  blew  till  mid* 

night  I  when  on  a  fudden  it  became  fo  dark,  the  night  bavinf 

been  pretty  light  before,  that  not  the  fainteft  traces  of  aaj 

vifible  obied  could  be  difcerned.    This  thick  darkncfe  wai 

fucceeded  by  ^  ftorm,  or  tempeft,  much  more  violent  than 

the  former  wind,  which  threw  down  a  vaft  number  of  hiMifis, 

and  did  incredible  damage.   During  this  fiorm,  a  large  quai^   | 

tity  of  a  fort  of  red  fand  fell  upon  people's  heads  in  thdi   I 

houfes,  to  their  great  terror  and  aftonifhment,  and  the  whok 

hemifphere  feemed  to  be  covered  with  pillars  of  fire.     Thii 

continued  till  towards  the  approach  of  the  morning,  when  the 

tempeft  fomewhat  abated,  and  the  heavens  appeared  of  aa 

/  exceeding  red  colour,  which  they  communicated  to  the  dearth, 

mountains,  trees,  men,  and  every  other  objed  of  i^^  t» 

the  fpace  of  two  hours;  the  wind  blowing  all  the  tiaie  a« 

tremely  frefli.    Then  this  furprizing  redneis  turned  inco  a 

Jellowifh  colour,  which  continued  till  noon,  and  was  fucceedel 
y  a  thick  black  cloud,  that  remained  till  the  middle  of  the 
next  day ;  fo  that,  for  a  day  and  an  half,  the  face  of  the 
heavens  was  totally  obfcured,  this  cloud,  and  the  afoctUd 
pha^nomena,  all  that  time  abfolutely  intercepted  the  fidar 
rays.  After  the  diffipation  of  the  thick  black  cloud,  the  hoi- 
fierous  weather  above-mentioned  immediately  ceaied*  As  the 
red  meteor,  or  vapour,  here  mentioned  not  a  little  rctembki 
that  feen  by  the  writer  of  this  hiftory  at  Oxford^  Decmkr 
5th,  1737,  which  the  famous  Dr.  italUy  told  him  he  ncfci 
law  any  celeftial  appearance  like,  through  the  whole  Goufe 
of  his  obfervations,  nor  ever  met  with  an  account  of  any 
iimilar  to  it  in  hiftory  \  we  thought  our  curious  readers  wovU 
not  be  difpleafed  to  find  the  preceding  article,  extraded  fion 
EutycbiuSy  inferted  in  this  place  ^^ 

^  EuTYCH.  ubifap.  p.  480 483.   Abu  Jaapar  Al  Ta- 

BAR.  Al  Makin»  ubi  fup.  p.  177,  178.  Ism.  Abvlfed.  in  chrra. 
ad  an.  Hej.  283.  Greg.  Abv^lParaj,  abifup.  p.  277.  D^Hn* 
BEL.  Bibliotb.  orient,  ubi  fup.  p.  634, 63 9.  Chronic  Sic,  Cantalii' 
gienf.  apad  Joan.  Bapt.  Carus.  ubi  fop.p.  7. 

'  EuTYCH,  ubi  fup  p.  489 — 485.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fop.  p.  iSo. 
Philofoph.  Tranfad.  for  the  years  i737»  1 738.  vol.  xl.  p.  437,4^ 
Seealfo  the  Philofoph.  Tranfad.  abridged^  from  the  year  17520 
the  year  17341  by  John  Mart vn>  k\  R.  S.  p.  527*— 539.  LouL 
>747-     • 
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Thk  fame  year,  fome  of  the  Arat  aftrologen  prediAed  a  Oitir  dc- 
general  inundatioii,  which  fliould  be  occajioned  bv  a  lone  cwrrouu 
courfe  of  continual  rains,  and  by  which  Mefipotanua  and  aU  '  * 
the  neighbouring  countries,  except  the  territory  of  Baghdad^ 
fliould  be  laid  under  water.  But  the  reverfe  of  dkis  happened. 
For,  by  reaibn  of  21  long  uninterrupted  drought,  the  waters 
of  the  Tigris^  an^  other  rivers,  were  lower  than  ever  had 
been  known  in  the  memory  of  man;  infomuch  that  they  fre- 
quently ofiered  up  prayers  to  heaven  for  ram^  in  the  public 
moiques,  at  Baghdad.  About  this  time,  the  Khalifa  excited 
thereto  by  his  afFe£Kon  for  AU  and  his  defcendants,  would 
have  ifiued  an  order  to  curie  publickly  the  name  of  Afoawi^ 
yah  I.  of  thehoufeof  Ommiyahy  in  all  the  mofques  of  the  em<- 
pire,^for  the  folemn  malediction  that  prince  caufed  to  be  pub- 
liihed  againft  Alt  and  his  family.  But  Obeid'allah  Ebn  SoU- 
many  his  Vtfir^  diflliaded  him  from  this,  by  reprefenting  to 
him,  that  it  would  make  him  incur  die  hatred  of  a  very  con- 
fiderable  part  of  his  fubieds ;  and,  by  raifing  the  credit  of  the 
race  of  AUj  then  difperied  all  over  tne  empire,  would  make 
them  lift  up  their  heads,  and  perhaps  enable  them  to  embar- 
raft  his  afiairs.  Before  the  conclufion  of  this  year,  the  Kar^ 
matiansy  a  fed  of  which  we  have  already  given  our  reader^ 
fome  account,  began  to  be  in  motion  *• 

Thb  following  year,  being  the  285th  of  the  Hejraj  com-  Tht  Kar* 
mencing  January  28,  898,  -one  Abu  Sa'td  appeared  for  the  nuoiaiii 
firft  time  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  Karmatian  and  Arab  troops  ctmmt  b§^ 
in  Bahrein.    Having  taken  feveral  towns  in  that  province,  hc/iHtiis  in 
advanced  to  Al  J^^t^  and  even  threatened  to  pay  the  Mojkms  Bahreii^ 
a  vifit  at  Bafra.    This  induced  the  Kbahf  to  fnrround  that 
city  with  a  wall,  which  coft  him  14,000  dinars.    About  the 
fame  time,  died  Ibrahim  Ebn  IJhaky  a  famous  traditionift  of 
Baghdad*    An  adion  happened  this  year  in  Sicifyy  the  confe- 
quences  of  which  are  riot  known  ^  ^ 

The  286th  year  of  the  Hejra^  beginning  %»«^7ry  17th,  fhiZhti* 
^99,  produced  feveral  military  operations,     iht  Khalif  AI  iifreduea 
Mo'tadid  laid  fiege  to  Anud^  or  Amida^  a  city  of  Mifipatamiay  Amid.  ^ 
feated  upon  the  Tigris^  with  a  powerful  army.     For  fome 
time,  Ahmed  Ebn  MohimmedEbn  Shaikhy  who  commanded  in 
the  town,  defended  it  with  great  bravery.     But  Al  Mo^ faded, 
having,  by  the  application  of  his  catapults  thereto,  mlide  a 
practicable  breach  in  the  walls,  and  being  upon  the  point  of 
carrying  the  place  by  florm,  the  commandant  found  himfelf 

•  Greo.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubifup.  Ism.  Abulfbd,  in  chron. 
ad  an.  He}.  284.  Khondemfr,  .D*Herbel.  ubi  fup.  p.  635. 

*  Greg.  Abu*l  Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  278.    Ism.  Abulpeo.  ad 
'  an.  Hcj.  285.  Chronic,  Sic.  Cantabrigienf.  abi  fup.  Golii  not.  ad 

Alfragan,  p.  96. 

4  obliged 
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jtf>Bgcd  to  fiinrender,  on  condition  his  life  flbonU  be  craated 

kim.    Kinnifrtn  alfo  and  Al  Awdfim  (iibmitted  to  the  iC&i4r/. 

After  virfakfa^  he  took  Ein  Sheikh  into  favour,  eave  him  a 

(iiaipitttoiis  veft,  and  carried  him  with  him  to  Baghdad  «• 

Titf  Kar-       Ths  ian|e  year^  Abu  Sa*id  Al  Hamamj  with  a  body  of  tbe 

Biadans     KarmatioH  forces,  penetrated  into  Tamama^  and  laid  fi^  is 

fetutrati   Hajr^  die  capital  of  the  diftrid  of  the  (kme  name.    But  ai 

*^f  ^^'    the  (riace  was  ftrongly  fortified,  and  rendered  almoft  imprat 

^^^"^^      nable  by  its  iitaation,  he  found  him(Uf  obliged  to  draw  q2^ 

and  abandon  the  fiege*    However,  after  this  repulfe,  he  fit 

down  brfore  Al  Ahfa^  a  town  about  two  miks  north- weft  of 

Hb^v^  and  ravaged  all  the  adjacent  territory ;  which  cnadikd 

him  to  form  again  the  fiege  of  HajVy  and  carry  it  on  witk 

more  vigour  than  before.    But,  notwithftanding  all  his  ef- 

fborts,  he  oould  not  make  himfelf  mafter  of  that  jfortrefc  tbb 

campaign  v. 

»f  Kha*      Thb  KhaUf^  receiviog  advice  that  the  Karmatiams  had  oier- 

l^frefaris  ^^xi  a  confiderable  (MUt  of  Arabw  and  IrSk^  piJlaging  adl  die 

ia  march    country  through  which  diey  moved,  and  putting  all  the  ibf- 

^^^      l^fns  they  could  meet  with  to  tbe  fword,  aSfembled  a  cnn^- 

~  rable  army,  to  ftop  their  farther  progrefs ;  which  he  otdered 

to  advance  towards  the  frontiers  of  thotb  provinces,  tliou^ 

none  of  the  troops  of  which  it  was  compofed  could  enter  up- 

-*  en  a^ion  this  campaign.     About  this  time.  At  Mfftmid 

granted  Uaritn  Elm  Khamarawiyah  Ehn  Abmid  Ehn  7«£kk,  at 

his  reqoefl,  the  perpetual  pcefedure  of  Awafem^  and  Kmrnl- 

fifty  which  he  annexed  to  that  of  Egypt  and  Syria j  .on  cooo- 

tion  that  he  paid  him  an  annual  tribute  of  45,000  dmirs. 

About  the  iame  time,  died  Abt^l  Abbas  Mobammid  Ak^aUak 

•      Ehn  Ziiij  a  cflebratcKl  grammarian  and  philologer,  who  wmle 

a  great  number  of  excellent  books.  Anotber  battle  was  fou|^ 

this  year  in  Sicilyy  the  particulars  of  which  have  not  been  handed 

down  to  us  by  any  hiftorian  ^. 

Bisfirces       Yhz  nextyear,  being  the  287th  of  tbe  Hefra^  AlAhkas  Eki 

are  wiT'  Omary  the  KhaHfs  general,  toot  the  field  widi  a  powerful 

throcwn     ^tmy  againft  the  Karmatiansy  who  continued  fill  to  make  tcr- 

wu  n/iry  ^^^  havock  in  Arabia  and  Irak.    That  general  foon  brov^t 

^uihter    "^^^  ^^'^  "^^ Hamaniy  who  conunanded  them,  to  a  general 

^      '  aflion  \  wherein  the  Khalifa  troops  were  overthrown  with 

«  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  MAKiN»ubifop.  p.  178.  Go- 
Lii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  239---242.  Ism.  Abvlfbd.  uhi  fap. 
B'Hbrbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  ubi  fup. 

*^  Abv  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  AlMakin,  ubifop.  Golii 
ad  Alfragan.  p.  96, 97.  See  alfo  Mr>  Sale's  map  of  Arabia, 
fixed  to  his  prelim,  difcourfe.  *  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar. 

Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.    Eutych.  ubt  fup.  p.  480— —483.  Chro* 
nic  Sic.  Arab.  Cantabrigienf.  ubi  fup. 

great 
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great  ilaughter,  and  700  of  them,  amongft  whom  wzsJIJUds 
ISin  Omar  himfelf,  taken  prifoners.  The  Karmatian  general^ 
however,  ^fifrnifTed  Al  Abbas  Ebn  Omar^  on  condition  that  he 
fliould  reprefent  to  the  Khalif  the  fatal  confequences  of  con- 
tinuing the  war  againft  the  Karmatians^  who  were  inured  to 
all  kinds  of  hardihips  and  fatigues,  and  would  therefore  always 
prove  fuperior  to  the  forces  of  that  prince,  to  whom  they 
were  refolved  never  to  give  quarter ;  as  likewife  to  endeavour 
to  prevail  upon  him,  by  all  proper  motives  ths^t  he  could  think 
of,  to  defift  from  that  war.  This  he  accordingly  did,  and  it 
had  fuch  an  tS^Gt  upon  the  Khalif ^  that  he  fent  no  forces* 
againft  them  the  following  year.  We  muft  not  forget  to  ob- 
ferv^  that  Abi^l  Abbds  landed  a  confiderable  bod^  of  Mojlem 
troops  from  Africa  ztMazara^  orMazaria^  in  Sialy^  the  24th 
of  Ihfhy  ^c  prefent  year  ^. 

1  HB  following  year,  being  the  288th  of  the  Hejra^  com-  Tbt  r/- 
mencing  December  26th,  900,  the  plague  made  fuch  dreadful  «Mriia3/r 
havock  in  Adherbijarij  that  the  living  were  not  fufficient  to  *^f»ts  of 
bury  the  dead ;  infbmuch  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  them  ^^^y^^r 
expofed  on  the  highways  in  great  numbers.     About  the  fame'^^* 
time,  the  Greeks  made  an  irruption  into  Kaifim^  ravaged  it, 
and  carried  off  about  15,000  Mojlems  prifoners.     The  whole 
hemifphere  was  filled  with  thofe  meteors  called  falling-ftars, 
the  ninth  of  Dhu^lhajjoy  from  midnight  till  mornine,  to  the 
vaft  furprize  of  the  beholders,  in  Egypt.    Abu  Sa*id  Al  Ha- 
manij  the  Karmatian  general,  took  Hajr  in  Tamamay  having 
fiarved  the  garifon  to  a  furrender,  and  forced  them  to  feed  up- 
on dogs  and  other  unclean  animals,  either  the  beginning  of 
this,  or  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  preceding  year.     After 
he  had  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword,'  and  diftributed 
every  thing  valuable  belonging  to  them  amongft  his  troops,  he 
abandoned  the  town.     AbuH  AbbaSy  with  the  African  troops, 
took  Palermo  September  8th,  901,  and  maflacred  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  at  the  redudion  of  that  place  '. 

The  next  year,  bcine  the  289th  of  the  Hejra^  beginning  ^bein/o-' 
December  i6th,  901,  Al  Mo^tadedy  receiving  advice  that  ^Itnceof  a 
body  of  the  Karmatian  troops  had  taken  poft  in  the  neigh-  Kanna- 
bourhood  of  Cufoy  fent  a  detachment  of  his  forces  to  recon-  ^*^  ^* 
noitre  them.     The  officer,  who  commanded  the  detachment,  ^^* 
was  fo  lucky  as  to  furprize  one  of  their  parties,  and  to  carry 
off  one  of  their  principal  chiefs,  whom  he  immediately  con- 

y  Khondbmir,  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabab.  AlMakin,  ubi 
fap.  p.  178, 179.  Chronic.  Sic.  Arab.  Cantabrigienf.  ubi  fup. 

*  Greg.  Abu*l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  278.  Eutych  ubi  lup.  p. 
484, 48c.  Ai.MAKiNyubi  flip.  p.  178 — 181.  Chronic.  Sic.  Canta- 
brigienCubifup. 
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du£lcd  to  the  imperial  palace  at  Baghdad.    As  (bon  as  the 

Karmatian  was  brought  before  the  Khahf,  that  prince  afked 
bim  whether  they  believed  that  the  fpirit  of  God  refidcd  in 
their  bodies,  or  not  i  To  which  he  made  .anfwer,  Swfpejt 
thifptrit  a/Gox>Jhould  refide  in  ttSyWbat  bttrt.^slbis  U  y§ui 
or  tf  the  fpirit  of  the  devil  flmdd  have  taken  up  Ins  re/Sdencw  in  «r, 
of  what  advantage  is  this  to  yon?  Mind  your  own  bufhtefs^  end 
concern  yourfelf  not  witb  other  meris  affairs,  *  What  then,'' 
faid  the  Khalifa  *'  do  jou  think  of  me  and  m j  dignity  in  par- 
** .  ticular  V*  The  Karmatian  boHly  replied.  Tour  ancefler  Al 
Abbis  was  alive  at  the  time  of  the  protbefs  deaths  and  yet  Sd 
he  either  afpire  to  the  Khalifat,  or  bad  he  it  offered  bim  by  amy  of 
the  Companions  ?  ff^as  not  Abti  Beer  imammufiy  eUStdhu 
fucceffor  ?  After  that  prince's  deceafcy  Omar  was  caUtd  to  the 
fuccejjion^  not  the  leafl  mention  having  been  made  in  bis  predt" 
ceffor*s  will  ofAl  Abbas.  Omar  nominated /ix  ferfonSy  0  little 
before  he  expired^  to  eleil  a  new  Khalif,  without  permiitis^ 
Al  Abbas  to  be  one  of  their  number.  fVbat  titky  therefore^  em 
you  have  to  the  Khalifat^  when  your  great  ancefior  Al  Abbas  im- 
f elf  was  excluded  from  that  high  dignity  by  the  Comfakions? 
jfl  Mo'taded  was  fo  inCenfed  at  this  infoknt  difcoorfe,  that  he 
inftantly  ordered  the  execotioner,  then  prefent,  to  disjoint  dl 
his  bones,  to  cut  off  his  hands  and  his  feet,  and  miallj  to 
ftiilcc  off  his  head  *. 
The  Khz-  The  fame  year,  the  Khalif  Jl  Mo'taded  died  at  BaghdH 
lifAl  Mo'-  the  22d  of  the  latter  RaKy  after  he  had  obliged  his  fubjcds  tt> 
faded  iSes.  take  an  oath  in  favour  of  his  fon  yfl  AfoSfafiy  whom  he  had 
declared  his  fiiccefibr.  Some  authors  relate,  that  his  deadi 
was  occaiioned  by  immoderate  coition,  and  others  that  he  was 
poifoned  by  Ifmael  Eln  Malec.  He  reigned  about  nine  yton 
and  nine  months,  and  died  either  in  ^e  47th,  48th^  or  the 
50th,  year  of  his  age.  His  judge  Abu  Omar  faid  the  prayer 
ufual  on  fuch  occafions,  when  he  was  interred.  As  to  his  pcr- 
fon,  he  was  lean,  fwarthy,  of  a  proper  ftature,  juft  beginning 
to  grow  grey,  had  a  handfome  face,  together  with  a  long 
beard,  died  black,  and  was  Qi(  a  ftrong  robuft  conftitation. 
With  regard  to  his  difpofition,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  a  pcHbn 
of  great  fagacity  and  penetration,  ^tp  -have  been  thoroughly 
verCed  in  the  art  of  government,  happy  and  expeditious  in  hit- 
ting* upon  expedients,  at  all  critical  conjunftures,  and  a  prince 
of  great  juftice  and  moderation.  On  feme  occafiom,  hew- 
ever,  he  was  rigorous  and  fevcre  in  his  punifhments,  which 
made  him  feared  by  his  domcftics,  though  on  others  his  lenity 
was  unparalleled.     He  was  alfo  naturally  brave,  an  encou- 

*  C  REG.  Abu'l  Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  278,  279.  D'Herbel.  BS* 
blioth.  orient,  ubi  ftip.  p.  635. 
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mger  of  learned  men,  and  fometimcs  extremely  liberal,  though 
he  has  been  reprefcntcd  by  Eutychtus  and  ^buU-Faraj  as  a 
lover  of  money.  His  experience  and  excellent  genius  for  go* 
vernment  rendered  him  every  way  qualified  for  the  fublime 
poft  he. fo  worthily  filled.  In  fine,  if  we  will  believe  fome  of 
the  eaftcm  writers,  he  excelled  all  his  prftdcccflbrs  of  the 
tioufe  of  Al  /fbb/tsy  except  the  KhaKf  JtManfur^  in  the  happi- 
tiefs  of  his  adminiftration.  But  the  true  difpofition  of  thi^ 
prince  will  more  dearly  appear  from  the  following  inftances  of 
his  afiedion  for  the  defcendants  of  Alt,  as  well  as  of  his  juftice^ 
feverity,  and  nxoderajtion,  which  have  been  recorded  by  the  ori- 
ental hiftorians  ^. 

The  provoft  of  Baghdad  having  one  day  flopped  in  the  An  in- 
hands  of  a  merchant  the  fum  of  30,000  dinirs^  fent  by  Mo'fi^^^^^/ 
bammed  Ebn  Zeidy  prince  of  Mazanderdn,  or  Tahre/fdn^  of  the  ^"  ^'^ 
.race  of  AKy  to  the  chiefs  of  the  defcendants  of  that  Ifnam^  ac-  ^'^{^^ 
tording  to  annual  cuflom,  refiding  there^  they  immediately  car-  /a^^ 
ricd  their  complaint  to  the  Khaltf.  That  prince  very  generoufly  ^^^    • 
gave  them  the  money  that  had  been  feized,  and,  in  order  to 
jufKfy  this  aSion,  which  appeared  flrange  to  the  ScnnSiesy  or 
orthodox  Mofiems,  who  coniidered  the  followers  of  Ali  as  he- 
retics, he  related  to  them  the  following  dream  ^. 

•*  I  thought,*'  faid  he,  *•  that  I  formerly  faw  in  a  dream  a 
*^  man  ilanding  at  the  end  of  abridge  that  I  was  topafs,  who 
**  feemed  at  firfl  to  have  an  intention  to  oppofe  my  paflage^ 
**  hut  afterwards,  all  of  a  fudden,  he  approached  me,  and 
^  prefehted  to  me  a  fpade  that  he  held  in  his  banc!  ^command* 
^  ing  me  at  the  fame  time  to  break  with  it  the  ground  on  which 
^  we  ftood.  I  obeyed  his  order,  and  after  I  had  given  fome 
^  ftrokes  with  the  fpade,  he  told  me  he  was  Aliy  and  that  as 
"  many  of  my  fons  ihould  enjoy  the  Khali/at  as  I  had  given 
••*  ftrokes  upon  die  ground  wirii  the  fpade.  Then  he  injoined 
'^  me  to  be  kind  to  his  family,  and  particularly  thofe  mem- 
^  hers  of  it  that  lived  under  my  government.  In  confe- 
^^  quence,  therefore,  of  the  promife  I  made  him,  as  well  as 
•*  in  point  of  juftice,  I  ought  to  reftore  the  30,000  dinars  tp 
•*  Ac  defcendants  of  that  Imam^  to  whom  they  properly  be- 
«  long  *.'' 

The  feverity  of  this  Khali f  on  fome  occafions  was  exceed-  Two  iV- 
ing  great,  as  will  appear  from  the  two  following  examples,  fiances  of 

*  If  is  fe*tfi* 

^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubilup.  p.  179,  180.  ^y^  .^ 

Ism.  Abulped.  in  chron.  ad  an.  Hcj.  ^Sg.  Greo.  Abu'l-Para j,     •''         ^ 

ttbifup.  p.  275(.  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  486,  487.  Khondemir, 

Bbn  Shohnah,  Tarikh  Al  Abbas. 

*  Mohammed  Ebn  Abd^alwahed,  in'TARiKH  Al  Abbas. 

'  Idem  ibid.  Ahmed  Ebn  Mohammed  Abp^aljaafar  Aii 

KaZWXNI.  inNlOHIARMTAN. 
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A  foldier  having  once  by  force  picked  fome  buncbes  of  grapes 
oS^cextdL\xiMoJlem*s  vine,  the  man  immediately  carried  his  com- 
plaint to  the  Khali/;  who  commanded  both  the  foldier  and 
his  captain  to  appear  before  him,  in  order  to  receive  the  pu- 
nifhment  he  fhould  think  fit  to  infli<%  upon  them*  Some  of 
the  people  about  him  demanding  what  crime  the  captain  had 
committed  ?  he  anfwered,  '<  I  faw  him  kill  a  man  unjuftly  in 
*^  my  uncle's  reign,  and  then  made  a  vow  to  puni(h  him  for 
*^  fo  enormous  a  crime,  if  ever  the  Khalifat  fliould  fall  into 
*^  my  hands,  and  he  fhould  be  found  guilty  of  any  other 

V  fauk  ^" 

An  eaftern  writer  relates,  that  a  merchant  having  lent  one 
of  the  principal  lords  of  the  Khalifa  court  a  large  fum  of 
money,  after  he  had  applied  for  the  payment  of  it  fevexal 
times  in  vain,  and  given  it  up  for  loft,  reiblved  to  trouble  him- 
felf  no  farther  about  it,  but  to  quit  the  court,  in  order  to 
go  a  voyage.  This  defign  he  communicated  to  a  fHend, 
wl)o  advifed  him  by  all  means  to  have  recourfe  to  Sheikh  Kbd- 
athy  for  the  recovery  of  his  money*  The  Sheikh^  upon  the 
application  of  thefe  two  gentlemen  to  him,  for  his  afBflance  in 
this  affair,  went  dire£Uy  to  the  lord,  and  no  fooner  reprefented 
to  him,  with  a  tone  of  authority,  as  he  very  well  knew  how 
to  do,  the  iniquity  of  his  condud,  than  he  paid  the  merchant 
the  fum  he  was  indebted  to  him.  The  great  reputation,  or 
rather  authority,  of  this  Sheikh  Khaiath  was  acquired  by  a 
very  fuigular  action,  an  account  of  which  has  been  prefenred 
by  one  of  the  oriental  hiflorians.  A  Turk  attempting  to  raviih 
by  force  a  girl  in  the  city  of  Baghdad^  fhe  found  herfelf  obliged 
to  call  in  all  her  neighbours  to  her  help.  At  the  cries  of  this 
girl.  Sheikh  Khaiath  ran  to  her  relief,  and  begged  the  Turk  ia 
the  moft  preffing  terms  not  to  offer,  her  any  violence.  But  the 
brute  was  fo  far  from  paying  any  regard  to  his  intreaties,  that 
he  infulted  him,  and  treated  him  in  a  very  injurious  manner. 
The  Sbeikhy  not  being  able  to  think  of  any  other  expedient, 
to  prevent  him  from  accomplifhing  his  wicked  defign^  mount- 
ed the  minarety  or  fleeple,  of  the  great  moique,  and  from 
thence  called  the  people  together  to  prayer,  though  it  was  then 
out  of  the  flated  times  of  prayer,  in  order  to  excite  the  Mof^ 
lems  fo  a^mbled  to  fuccour  the  poor  girl,  and  deliver  her  ef- 
fectually out  of  the  hands  of  the  infolent  Turk,     The  Khalifa 

«   having  been  apprized  of  the  adion,  but  being  ignorant  of  the 
motive  to  it,  commanded  the  Sheikh  to  be  brought  before 

•  him,  and  feverely  reprimanded  him  for  convening  the  people 
to  prayer  at  an  unlawful  hour.  But  being  afterwards  informed 
ef  i)ie  whole  aifair,  he  ordered  the  Turk  to  be  punilhed  ac* 

^  D*He&bel,  ubi  fup,  p.  636U 
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cording  to  his  demerit,  and  at  the  fame  time  commanded  the 
Sbeikby  as  often  as  he  fliould  fee  any  violence  or  injuftice  com« 
mitted,  to  publiih  it  in  the  fame  manner,  that  by  this  means 
the  author  of  it  might  meet  with  the  treatment  he  deferved. 
'Twas  this  aAion  that  gave  fo  great  a  degree  of  credit  to  the 
Sheikh  Kbdiatbj  that  there  was  no  perfon  in  Baghdad^  neither  * 
great  nor  fmall,  who  did  not  pay  the  bigheft  regard  to  his  ad- 
monitions, for  fear  he  (hould  aflemble  the  people  as  before, 
make  public  the  crimes  he  was  willing  to  expofe,  and  bring 
the  authors  to  condign  puniihment  for  them '. 

Another  author  relates  a  fad  of  this  Kbaltfj  that  our  Some  othtr 
curious  readers  will  not  bedifpleafed  to  find  inferted  here.  Be-  remmrk- 
ing  defifous  of  borrowing  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  oiahU  far- 
one  of  his  fubjeds,  who  had  been  reprefented  as  in  very  zi^tlculart 
fluent  circumftances  to  him ;  the  man  faid,  as  foon  as  he  was  rtlating  #» 
brought  into  his  prefence.  Take  as  much  of  my  money  as  you^^^* 
pJeaJe. .  *<  But/'  replied  the  Khaltfy  "  what  fecurity  do  vou 
«•  require  for  it  ¥*    God,  returned  the  man,  has  trufteayou 
tifitb  the  government  of  his  lands  and  bisfervants^  of  which  you 
have  /hewn  yourfejf  worthy  by  your  excellent  adminijtration ; 
andJbalL  I  be  afraid  to  truji  you  with  my  money  ?   Thefe  words 
fb  affeded  the  Khaltf  that  he  is  faid  to  have  {bed  tears,  and 
to  have  told  the  man  that  he  would  not  finger  a  dirhifh  of  his 
money,  but  that  if  hereafter  he  (hould  become  indigent,  all 
the  public  revenues  of  the'  empire  fhould  be  at  his  fervice. 
Xhis  was  the  more  remarkable  at  that  time,  as  he  was  In 
great  want  of  money  10  pay  the  forces  \  which,  in  another 
reign,  might  have  produced  very  difmal  efFeds.  He  alfoeafed 
the  people  of  the  burden  of  fome  of  their  taxes,  and  remitted 
die  tribute  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  and  Medina.  Be* 
fides  which,  other  inftances  of  his  preferring  the  welfare  of 
liis  fubjeds  to  pecuniary  confiderations,  even  when  he  ftood 
in  need  of  money,  and  his  finai)ces  were  at  a  pretty  low  ebb, 
have  been  handed  down  to  us  by  fome  of  the  beft  oriental 
writers  •. 

With  regard  to  this  Khaltf*s  lenity  and  mildnefs  to  his  tt' ^^(f 
Servants,  on  fome  occafions,  a  very  remarkable  flory  of  him'*  bis/er^l 
has  been  preferved  by  Abu^UFaraj.     Jbffallab  Ebn  Solimdn'^^^^'*  J 
£bn  fVaheby  his  f^ifir^  being  one  day  with  him,  a  fervant, 
iwhilft  he  endeavoured  to  drive  away  the  flies  with  a  fly-flap 
in  his  hand,  ftruck  off  the  Khaltf*s  cap  ;  which  greatly  con* 
founded  the  Vifir,     But  the  KhaHf  unmoved  with  the  acci- 
dent, only  faid,  This  boy  is  exceeding  carelefs.    This  fo  afto- 


^  MohammbdEbn  Abd^alwahed,  in  Tarikh  Al  Abbas. 
a  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makin,  ttbi  fop.  p.  179. 
Ism.  Abvlfed.  in  chron. 
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niflieil  the  Fjfiry  that  he  could  not  forbear  felling  ftfoftrate  on 
the  ground,  and  fayingy  O  empirer  of  thefaitbfuH  is  it  ptf^ 
ftble  there  Jhould  be  fo  much  Unity  in  fa  great  a  prince  f     The 
iTi^^/i/' replied,  ^^  What  other  notice  ought  to  be  taken  of  fuch 
<^  an  accident  as  this  ?    I  knew  that  if  the  poor  boy  had  done 
<<  this  defignedly,  he  muft  have  been  out  of  his  fenfes ;  aad 
*<  certainly  where  no  ill  is  intended,  no  afiion  ought  to  he 
<^  imputed  to  any  one  as  a  crime  ^** 
Other  au'      OrHER  authors,  however,  relate,  that,  at  certain  inttr- 
tborsre-    vftls,  he  was  cruel,  and  took  great  delight  in  fpilling  human 
fre/ent       blood  ^  infomuch  that  he  punimed  with  death  themoft  trifling 
him  ds      faults.    The  fame  writers  alfo  affirm,  that  whenever  any  of 
eruelbn      j^j^  domeftics  incurred  his  difpleafure,  he  ordered  him  Co  be 
fmeocta'  buried  alive  ;  which  made  them  all  to  tond  in  the  greateft . 
p°ftit         n^c  of  him.    In  fine,  from  what  has  been  obfenred  of  diis 
Khalifa  it  clearly  appears,  that  different  authors  have  rcpie^ 
fented  him  in  different  lights,  at  leaft  as  inconfiftent  with 
himi^lf,  and  ading  differently  at  different  times  ;  fo  that  we 
muft  confider  him  on  certain  occaiions  as  adorned  with  (bme 
of  thofe  virtues,  the  exercife  of  which  appears  moft  amiable 
in  a  very  great  prince,  and  on  others  as  deformed  by  their  op- 
pofite  vices  *. 
JEsfa^  His  principal  counfellors,  or  Vijirs^  were  jtbu^l  Sakar  Ehm 

mourites  Ifmael  Ebn  MUuy  Md'alkh  Ehn  Seiimdn  Ebn  fFaheb^  Ak^ 
^d  Vi-  fned  Ebn  Ahu'l  Abbis  Ebn  Mohammed,  Abu  Harim  JbeTaBm* 
firs.  j„^d  Ebn  JMnlaziz  M  Selwi,  and  YufifEbn  Taiih,  who  fuc* 

ceffively  governed  the  Mejlem  empire  under  the  Khallf     Hb 
chamberlain  Saleh^  and  his  freed- man  Betdar^  enjoyed  like- 
wife  a  confiderable  (bare  of  his  favour.     The  infcription  of 
his  feal  was,  Ne^Jfity  takes  away  all  cheke  and  freewiU*  Tlie 
firft  day  of  his  reign  was  Tuefday^  and  the  laft  Monday ;  tho% 
with  regard  to  the  precife  duration  of  it,  authors  are  not  per* 
fediv  agreed  ^. 
Some  Off        In  the  firft  year  of  the  Khalifat  of  Jl  Mo*tadedy  Simeney  or 
currences    SirrCdn;  Ebn  Zarnak  was  conftituted  patriarch  of  Jntiocby  and 
in  the         prefid^d  ovtr  the  church  there  twelve  years.     In  the  year  of 
Greek        thtHejra  281,  or  of  Christ  894,  according  to  the  Cfrr^Mir 
empire^       writers  followed  by  Al  Makin^  the  emperor  Leo  married  his 
during  bis  foynh  '^\{^  Zoe,  who  brought  him  a  fon,   called  Con/Ian^ 
retgn*        ^j^^^     T'his  marriage   being   the   fourth,    which  was    then 
held  unlawful,  gave  rife  to  great  diffurbances  and  diviHons 
in  the  church  of  Conjiantinople.      For,   Nicolaus  Myfiicui^ 

*  Greg.  AbuVFaraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  279.  *  Abu  Jaa- 

farAlTabaRt.  Al  Marin,  Ism  Abulfed.  &  Greg.  Abv^l- 
Faraj,  ubifup.  ^  Abu  Jaapar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Ma- 

KIN,  ubifQp.  p.  179, 180.  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p«  486^  487. 
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MX  tb4t  time  patriarchy  not  only  declared  ^aiaft  the  mar* 
riagCf  but.e^ccommunicated  the  emperor;  who  thereupon^ 
after  having  e^nefUy  begged,  but  in  vain,  to  be  reftored 
tf>  the  como^union  of  the  church,  confined  the  patriafch  in 
a  n^Qnaftery»  and  placed  one  Euthymius  Syncellus  in  his 
room.  Some  of  the  clergj  adhered  to  Nicolaus^  and  others 
to  Euthymius'^  which  occauoned  afchifm  in  the  church.  How- 
ever* the  pope,  or  biihop  of  Rqme^  Micbaely  or  Mikhdtyel^ 
patriarph  of  Jiexandria^  Etiau  or  Eylia^  Ebn  Manfuvy  patri- 
arch of  Jerufalem^  and  Simion^  or  SinCajif  Ebn  Zarnak^  pa- 
triarch of  Jntiocby  by  their  le^tes,  or  nuncio's,  whom  they 
fent  to  CcTf/laatinople  for  that  purpofe,  if  \^e  will  believe  £iy- 
tychius^  declared  for  the  legality  of  that  marriage,  and  were 
jjoined  herein  by  a  coniiderable  number  of  the  Greek  bifhops. 
But,  for  a  farther  account  of  this  aiFair,  we  muft  beg  leave 
tP  refer  our  curious .  readers  to  the  Romany  or  ConftantinopoU^ 
2tf«,  hiftary,  to  which  it  more  properly  belongs  ^. 

During  the  Khalifat  of  Al  Mo'ta4fdy  feveral  learned  men  Several 
were  not  only  countenanced,  but  careifed,  at  the  Mojlem  court..  Itarnei 
Amongfi  thefe  may  be  ranked  the  three  fons  of  M.lfa  Ebn  ^^  eneou- 
Shaker f  Mohammed^  Ahmed^  and  Al  Hafan^  who  excelled  in  raged  in 
various  branches  of  literature.  As  for  Mufa  Ebn  Shaker  him-  ^^  ^f' 
ijblf,  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  robber,  or  highway-  ^*f ^"  ' 
man,  in  his  earlier  years ;  but  he  afterwards  became  reformed,'^"^' 
and  was  one  of  the  greateft  favourites  of  the  Khalif  Al  Ma- 
mun^    After  his  death,  that  prince  committed  his  three  fons, 
then  very  youngs  to  the  care  of  Iftmk  Ebn  Ibrahim  Al  Mofd'biy 
who  placed  them  under  Tal)ya  Ebn  Abi  Manfur^  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Baghdad.  However,  their  circum^ances  then  were 
narrow  enough,  as  the  penfions  fettled  by  Al  Mam^n  upon 
his  favourites  were  but  fmall.     Abu  Jaafar  Mohamined^  the 
eldeft  of  them,  made  a  very  confiderable  progrefs  in  geometry 
and  aftronomy ;  though  afterwards,  applying  himfelf  to  mi- 
litary affairs,  he  had  a  command  given  him  jn  the  army, 
which  he  kept  till  the  Turks^  becoming  makers  of  every  thing, 
filled  it  with  officers  of  their  own  nation.     Ahmed^  the  fecond 
of  Mufa\  fons,  was  inferiqr,  in  point  of  learning,  to  his  bro- 
ther Mohammed  j  but  he  had  the  beft  mechanical  head  of  any 
man  of  the  age.     Al  Hafan^  the  youngeft  fon,  was  extremely 
fond  of  geometry,  and  of  fuch  prodigious  parts  as  could  be 
equalled  by  none  of  thofe  of  his  cotemporaries.     For,  what- 
ever knowledge  he  had  came  to  him  by  dint  of  genius,  and  as 
It  were  by  infpiration,  not  having  been  acquired  by  labour  and 
ftudy.     When  he  had  read  only  the  fix  fixft  books  of  the  Ele^ 

^  EuTYCH.  ubifap.  p.  484— 487.    AlMakin,  ubifup.  p. 
s8o.  Univerf.  Hift.  vol.  vi* p.  575.  Lend.  1742. 
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ments  of  EucEdj  with  die  affiftance  of  thofe,  purelj  by  fbtte  of 
genius,  he  cotdd  demonftrate  any  propofition  contained  in  the 
books  of  that  celebrated  author  he  had  not  touched  upon ;  as 
he  (crupled  not  to  tdl  M  Aterihu^  when  he  reproached  him 
with  not  having  gone  farther  in  Euclid^  before  the  KbalifH 
Mamun.  However,  that  prince,  though  giving  credit  to  what 
he  advanced  in  this  particular,  (eems  to  have  blamed  him  for 
his  want  of  application.  Mohammed  Ebn  M4tfa  inftruded  io 
his  houfe,  or  fchool,  at  Baghdad^  the  famous  Tbdbft  Ebn  Kfrraj 
the  Sabiarij  who  was  bom  at  Hardrtj  or  Harran^  in  Mefif9» 
iamia  ;  and  introduced  >im  to  the  Khaltf  Al  M^tadtd^  who 
eonfulted  him  as  his  aftrologer,  honourra  him  with  a  greater 
degree  of  familiarity  than  even  his  Vifir  himfelf,  and  took  an 
inconceivable  liking  to  him.  This  Thdhet  Ehn  Kerra  Ehm 
Menv&n  compofed  feveral  excellent  treatifes  upon  mathcma- 
deal,  phydcal,  and  logical  fubjeiSs.  He  likewife  wrote  Jbme 
books  in  Syriac  upon  the  Sabian  religion,  containing  an  account 
of  the  Sabiam  method  of  wrapping  up  and  burying  their  dead, 
of  their  cleannefs  and  uncleannefs,  of  the  animals  they  look 
upon  as  proper  or  improper  for  facrifices,  of  their  ffaited  tiroes 
of  public  worfhip,  and,  in  fine,  of  all  their  rites,  precepts, 
and  inftitutions.  But,  as  we  have  already  obliged  our  readen 
with  a  full  and  ample  account  of  all  thofe  particulars  in  an- 
other place,  we  (hall  not  expatiate  any  farther  upon  them 
here.  Ahmed  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Merwan  Ebn  A  I  Tijeb  jR 
Sarkhafi  likewife  flourifhed  in  this  reign.  He  was  sQlb  aa 
eminent  Mojlem  philofopher,  and  penned  feveral  excdient 
pieces,  full  of  various  kinds  of  erudition,  that  prevailed  both 
amonsft  the  Arabs  and  the  antients.  His  knowlege  was  very 
exteniive,  his  parts  admirable,  his  language  copious  and  ele- 
gant, and  his  ftyle  extremely  neat.  He  had  fiift  been  pre- 
ceptor to  the  Khdltf  Al  Mo^tadedj  and  afterwards  his  mofl  tn^ 
timate  companion  and  friend ;  infomuch  that  he  commuoi-- 
rated  all  his  fecrets  to  him,  not  excepting  even  thofe  of  ilate, 
and  confulted  him  upon  the  mod  important  points.  He  is 
called  by  fome  writers  Abiallah  Ahmed  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn 
Merwan  AlSarakhfi^  having  been  born  at  Sarkhas^  or  Sarakbs^ 
a  city  of  the  province  of  Khorafdn^  which  alfo  gave  birth  to 
feveral  other  learned  men,  and  is  faid  by  them  to  have  dedicated 
one  of  his  moral  treatifes,  irttitled,  Adab  Al  Nefes^  to  the 
Khalif  Al  Motaded^  his  pupil,  who  was  a  great  cncouragcr  of 
learned  men.  Another  of  his  compofidons,  being  a  com* 
ment  upon  the  Ifagoge  of  Porphyry^  has  been  mentioned  by 
thofe  authors,  as  having  the  title  of  Ifogogi  prefixed  to  it. 
This  piece  of  Porphyry  has  likewife  been  commented  upon, 
and  tranflated  into  Arabicy  by  Athiro^ddtn  Al  Baheri\  a  fine 
-    copy  of  which  performance  is  preferred  in  dxc  French  king's 
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library,  Vr  908.  We  have  alfo  an  Jrabic  verfibn  of  tlie  IJa^ 
g9g€  of  Porptyry^  \n  verfe,  written  by  Ibrahim  Al  Moftaba^ 
,^ri^  which  bears  the  tide  of  Taiyab^  becaufe  the  laft  confo- 
nant  of  every  rhime  is  the  letter  T,  This  poem  is  likewife 
kititled  MatttZitt  Al  Mi%an^  that  is,  The  weight  tf  the  ba^ 
kmciB  The  word  Mizan^  which  in  its  proper  (IgnificatiOn  de* 
notes  a  balance^  in  a  figurative  one  is  taken  for  kgic.  The 
jfrabs  generally  divide  their  fyftems  of  logic  into  ten  chapters, 
one  of  which  comprehends  the  Ifagoge  of  Porphyry.  The 
philoibpher  if^;n^^  £fo  Mohammea,  named  fometimes  Abu*l 
jtbbas  AlSarakhfi  Al  Tbabiby  of  whom  wc/have  been  fpeak* 
ing,  greatly  excelled  in  this  art.  But  this  Ahme^s  learning 
was  greater  than  his  prudence.  For,  he  once  revealed  a  fe- 
cret  the  Khali/  had  intrufted  him  with ;  which  fo  provoked 
that  prince,  that  he  immediately  ordered  him  to  be  put  to 
death,  in  the  year  of  the  Htjra  286  m. 
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L  Mo'tadbd  was  no  fooner  dead,  than  Kafem  Ebn  Ab^  AlMoe- 
£aUah  Ebn  Solimdn  Ebn  fVaheb,  his  Fiftr,  who  fuccceded  tafiyiif. 
tufifEbn  rakib,  caufed  Abu  Mohammed  Al  Moaafi  BiUlah^  ^f^  Al 
his  fon,  to  be  proclaimed  Khalifzt  Baghdad.    He  alfo  wrote  Mo^« 
to  the  new  Khalifa  who  was  then  at  Al  Rakka^  upon  the  Eu-  ?^^r^ 
firatesy  defiring  him  to  return  as  foon  as  poffible  to  his  capi- 
tal, in  order  to  take  the  government  of  the  empire  upon  him* 
As  foon  as  Al  Moaafi  received  advice  of  his  father^s  death, 
he  obliged  all  the  forces  he  commanded  at  AlRakka  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him,  and  pofted  away  with  the  utmoft 
celexityvto  Baghddd^  where  he  arrived  the  oth  of  the  former 
y^mdda^  the  prefent  year.     Upon  his  arrival,  he  was  inau- 
gurated, with  the  ufual  formalities,  and  acknbwleged  emperor 
of  the  faithful  by  all  his  fubjeds  there.    His  modier  Bakhtam 
jaknahy  called  by  fome  writers  Khdde\  and  by  others  Hihac^  or 
Jiibaca^  was  the  daughter  of  AlKafemEbnAbfattahEbn  Solimdn 
Ebn  Waheby  the  prime  minifter,  or  Vifirn     This  we  find  af- 
lerted  hyEutychiuSy  though  the  contrary  feems  to  be  intimated 
by  Abujaafar  AlTabari  ;  who  relates,  that  this  Al  Kafem^  in 
Al  Mo^tadea%  Ufe*time,  formed  a  defign  to  exclude  Al  MoSlaJi 
from  the  fucceffion,  to  which  was  privy  on]y  Badar^  or  Badir^ 
iHKho  had  a  vaft  afcendant  over  that  Koaltf.    Al  Kafem j  there- 
fore, continues  the  fame  author,  being  afraid  that  Badar  would 
difcover  the  whole  affair  to  Al  MoSlafiy  infpired  the  Khallf 

^  Grec.  AbuVFara),  obifup.  p.  279 283.  D^Herbel. 

Bibltoth.  orient,  p.  759,  &  alib.    Golii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  185* 
Athiro*x)oin  Al  Bauerj,  Ibrahim  Al  Mostabashsri>  &c. 
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vich  fimtuhents  by  no  means  ^vg^rabk  «>  him*  As  -SMp* 
thai  refided  in  Al  Jihal^  or  the  Perfian  Iriky  at  fome  diftaocs 
from  BtighdAd^  and  coi|&quci|tly  v^s  incapable  of  obviat* 
ing  the  ill  impreiSons  made  on  the  Kb(iMf%  mind  by  bit 
enemy's  infinuations,  M  Kafim  eailly  prevtuled  upoo  Jl 
M^^afi  to  fend  an  army  againft  him«  But  before  this  aiea> 
fure  was  actually  purfued,  the  KMi/'fwnd  means  to  bribe 
the  greateft  part  of  Badar*9  troops  to  delert  him,  by  privately 
diftributing  very  confiderable  fums  of  money  amopgft  ibem ; 
which  obliged  that  commander  himfelf  to  retire  to  Wi^U 
Jl  Mo^ofiy  having  been  informed  of  vfbat  had  happened^ 
moved  at  the  head  of  his  forpes  to  attack  him*  But,  befoie 
hoftilities  commenced,  Al  Kofim  fent  Al  H^amy  the  prin- 
cipal judge,  to  Badary  to  oner  bim  a  pardon,  provided  be 
would  fubmil  to  the  KhMfy  and  lay  down  his  arms*  This 
being  accepted  by  Badar.y  upop  (he  terms  prefcribed*  he  ioir 
mediately  difbanded  his  troops,  and  fet  out  with  ^/ //tfr^m  for 
BaghdBa.  Of  whieh  Al  Kafim  having  been  apprized,  he  fenta 
perfon  to  take  oflT  his  head  upon  the  road ;  which  being  done, 
and  tbehead  brougbt  toBaghdady  Al  M^0fi  returned  to  }$s 
capital  in  peace.  This  article  renders  it  improbable,  if  we 
admit  it  to  be  true,  that  the  ntwKhaltf*%  mother  was  M  Kafinit 
daug)[iter  \  as  it  cannot  well  be  fuppofed  that  the  Fifir  w#uld 
have  entered  into  any  (cheme  that  had  the  leaft  tendency  to 
forward  the  exdufion  of  his  grandfon  Al  Mo£iafi  {iool  the 
Mojlem  throne  ^* 
Tbi  Kar-  The  iame  year,  the  Karmatiansy  under  the  command  of 
matians  Yahya  Ebn  Zakrunay  advanced  to  Rufafay  and  ovcrthiew 
mtiki  tf «  Shakry  the  Diyhmitiy  who  was  fent  againft  them  by  the  Kba^ 
irruption  ^jr^  i,j  j^e  neighbourhood  of  that  city.  Shakr  himfelf  was 
i«/d  Syria.  ^^  ^  the  adion,  and  his  forces  utterly  difperfed  ;  after 
which,  the  rebels  burnt  the  g^eat  mofque  at  Rufifuy  and  ra- 
vaged all  the  adjacent  territory.  From  thence  they  mard)^ 
into  Syr'wy  routed  Harun  Ehn  Khamarawiyah  Ebn  Ahnud  Ebn 
IfoUtrC^  forces,  under  the  condud  of  Tdj  Ebn  Hanaf^  or 
T^agaj  Ebn  Jof  Al  Fargdm,  as  he  is  called  by  Eutychiusy  and 
at  lail  laid  nege  to  Damafius,  But  Haruny  having  fent  Bedr 
*  MYamami  with  a  reinforcement  into  Syria^  ^fter  ^he  juA^iion 

ei  thofe  troops  with  the  army  commanded  by  Ta*jy  lus  forces 
attacked  Tahya  with  fuch  bravery,  that  they  intirely  defeated 
him,  killed  him  upon  the  fpot,  with  a  vaft  number  of  his 
men,  and  forced  his  camp.     This  blow,  however,  did  not 

^  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  p.  iSi.  182, 
EuTYCH.  ubi  {up.  p.  ^Sdr— 489.  Greg.  ^bv^l-Faraj,  ubiiup. 
p.  283.   Abulf£D.  ubi  fap.    D'ii£RB£Li  Biblioth.  orient,  art. 
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dslheaiten  the  Kammtiuns ;  who  diereupon  elefied  his  brother 
JHHnftin^  then  not  above  twenty-two  yeaiB  of  age,  their  gene- 
raly  in  his  room.  Al  Uofinnyhmng  been  joined  by  a  body  of 
auxiliary  troops,  penetrated  to  Htmsy  and  made  himfelf  mafier 
of  that  city.  From  thence  he  moved  towards  Damafcus^  'm 
order  to  form  a  fecond  time  the  fiege  of  that  place ;  but  the 
inhabitants,  by  paying  him  a  large  fum  of  money,  prevailed 
iipon  him  to  lay  afide  that  defign.  He,  therefore,  returned 
to  Jifms;  from  whence  he  advanced  to  fhmah  vnAMaaray 
or  jMaarra^  near  two  days  journey  from  KinnifrtHj  feized  upon 
both  thofe  cities,  and  put  the  greateft  part  of  their  inhabitants 
to  the  fword.  Thofe  of  Baaibic  he  ferved  in  the  fame  man* 
ner.  But  Saiamiyab^  a  town  in  the  diftrid  of /£nm,  or,  as 
others  will  have  it,  in  that  of  Hamahy  being  a  place  of  con* 
iiderable  ftrength,  he  was  obliged  to  promife  the  people  of 
it  their  lives,  and  the  fecure  poileffion  of  all  their  tSe&Sy  be- 
fore he  could  perfuade  them  to  furrender  it  to  him.  Notwith- 
fianding  which,  he  had  no  fooner  entered  the  town,  than  he 
ordered  them  all,  without  diftindion  of  fex  or  aee,  together 
vi^ith  their  cattle  and  domeftic  animals,  in  open  defiance  of  the 
capitulation,  to  be  put  to  the  fword  o. 

It  muft  be  here  obferved,  that  th'isAlHo/einy  no^  at  the  head  '*^  ^"^ 
of  the  Karmatiansy  pretended  to  be  Ahmei^  the  fon  of  Mo-  *"''  ^^f^^ 
bammedy  the  fon  of  IfmaeU  the  fon  of  Jaafar^  furnamed  Al^^^  ^"'•' 
Smdik^  or  tbi  Juji^  the  fixth  Imam;  and,  in  order  to  render •^f'"*' 
this  the  more  credible,  he  fhewed  a  mole,  or  wart,  on  his     ^'' 
face,  which,  as  he  affirmed,  refembled  that  of  his  father  Ms^ 
Jbammed  in  the  fame  place.     Hence  he  had  given  him,  by  way 
of  deriiion  or  ridicule,  the  {umasnt  oi  Sabeb  Al  Samah^  and" 
the  general  that  commanded  under  him  that  of  Sabeb  Al  Kbal^ 
the  words  Samab  and  Kbal  in  Arabic  denoting  the  fame  thing. 
About  two  years  before  this  irruption  of  the  Karmatians  into 
Syria^  Ati  Ebn  Abd'alaziz  Al  Bagatvi  died  at  Meua.     After 
the  furrender  of  Sakimijab^  Al  Hofein  deftroyed  a  great  num* 
ber  of  towns  and  village  in  Syria^  killed  many  of  the  Kba^ 
li/^s  Ait^^eds  there,  carried  others  of  them  into  captivity,  and, 
in  fine,  laid  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  that  fine  country 
iPiraile  with  fire  and  fword  P. 

A  little  before  this  time,  the  African  Mojkmsy  having  equip-  ^b$  mli* 
ped  a  mighty  fleet,  reduced  the  ifland  of  Lemnosj.zndy  ravag* ^^''f  '^* 
ilag  without  controul  the  coafts  of  Afiay  threw  the  imperial  city  ''^^^^^ 

*  Abv  }aafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  182.  Eu- 
TVCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  490, 491.  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj  etD'HsRBEL. 
ubi  fup.  Golii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  126, 127,  276,  &c. 
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htmMifi  iflelf  into  a  great  conflernation.  The  An^  fleet  in  this  ex- 
/^  Mof-  pedition  was  commanded  by  Leo  TripaBtefj  a  renegsfdc^  who 
ItaAmnd  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Tbejpdomia^  catting  to  pieces  the 
'^  greateft  part  of  the  garifon,  and  caking  Chatziiadusj  the  im- 

Greeks,    perial  governor,  prifoner.  However,  the  place  wa»  afterwaids 
redeemed  with  a  large  fum  by  Simeon^  one  of  the  emperor's 
.    fecretaries,  who  was  on  that  account  raifed  to  the  rank  of  pa- 
trician.    Lio  then  failed  to  Cr//<,  and  diftriboted  part  of  the 
plunder  he  had  met  with  sit  Lemn$$^  whidi  he  abandoned  fixm 
after  it  fell  into  bis  hands,  TheffalomcOj  and  on  the  coafis  of 
AJia^  amongft  the  Mefiems  there.     Afbr  which,  he  returned 
home,  without  having  fuftained  any  confiderable  lo^.     The 
emperor,  not  being  able  to  make  head  a^inft  die  Mojkms  by 
fea,  fent  Andromcus  Ducas^  and  Eu/iatbtusjlrgyrus^  into  the 
£aft,  in  order  to  attack  them  by  land  |  which  they  did  widi 
great  fucceft,  having  gained  feveral  vidories  over  them.  Thb 
we  learn  from  the  Grak  writers  only,  not  the  leaft  mentioo 
being  made  of  fuch  an  eaftern  expedition  by  any  of  the  Jh^ 
hiftorians  9. 
Whi  Rha-       The  following  year,  being  the  290th  of  the  Hejray  omd- 
Kfi  forces  mcncing  Decemher  5th,  902,  the  Kbaltf  Al  M»aafi  fent  Al  A%^ 
mof  ahU  t9  Qnc  of  his  commanders,  with  a  body  of  io,coo  men,  to  at- 
rtiuce  the  ^^^  ^^  Karmatians.    As  foon  as  that  genera)  came  up  widi 
Karma-     ^y^^  rebels,  his  men  immediately  threw  oiF  their  doatfas,  and 
tiaas.        charged  them  with  great  fury.  But  the  Karmstiamsj  animaid 
hy  Al  Motawekj  who  commanded  them,  routed  the  KhmHf% 
forces,  and  cut  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  them  in  pieces ; 
Al  A^%  himfelf,  attended  by  the  fhattered  remains  of  his  army, 
with  great  difficulty,  making  his  efcape  to  AbppQ^  whither  he 
was  cTofely  purfued  hy  AlMotawek,  who  laid  fiege  to  the  town. 
But  the  inhabitants,  fupported  by  ALA*z's  troops,  repulfed  him 
in  all  hb  attacks,  and  at  laft  forced  him  to  abandon  the  fiege. 
The  Khalifa  receiving  advice  of  what  had  happened,  retim 
to  Al  Raika^  and  fent  feveral  other  bodies  of  troops  afterwaids 
again  ft  the  Karmatians,  but  without  cScSL     This  enabled 
Jl  Hofein  to  ravage  the  provinces  through  which  he  moved 
without  controul  r. 
^he  Chri-      It  feems  to  appear  from  fome  of  the  Gnek  writers,  that,  1 
ftians  /«-  little  before  this  time,  the  MoJUms  jnvaded  the  impeiial  territo- 
vadi  thi   ries  with  a  very  numerous  and  formidable  army ;  which  oblige' 
Modem    the  emperor  to  difpatch  himeri^s  and  Andronicus  Ducas  againi 
terriU'      them.  Thcy  were  both  generals  of  great  courage,  experience, 
^'''*  and  conduct,  continue  thefe  authors ;  but  a  fatal  mifimderftand- 

9  Georc.  Cfdren.  obi  fup.  p.  599 — 602,  &c.- Joan.  Zonax. 

Ubi  fup.    lib.   X^i,    p.    188,   189,  &C.'  *"    AbV  jAAPAR^Lfj 

Tabar.  AlMakin,  ubifup.  p*  182,183.   Ism,  Abvlfeo.  vhi  *I 
f«p.  ec  ad  au.  He).  290.  in|  j 
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log  between  them,  which  was  owing  to  the  malicious  intrigues 
oi  one  Samonasy  put  a  ftop  to  the  progrefs  of  their  arms.  But 
the  particulars  of  this  expedition,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  for-^ 
mer,  have  been  paflcd  over  in  iilence  by  both  the  Perfian  and 
Jlrab  htftorians  '•  ^ 

The  next  year,  being  the  291ft  of  the  Hejra^  beginning  ne  Kha- 
Novtmbtr  24th,  903,  the  Khalifa  having  been  informed  that  lif/  troof^ 
Al  Hofein  had  pillaged  feveral  parts  of  Syria^  and  put  the  reft  0^^' 
under  contribution,  took  the  field  with  an  army  of  k)0,ooo{^'^*^'*' 
men,  in  order  to  reduce  him.     He  advanced  firft  to  AlRakka^  i^arma- 
upon  the  Euphrates^  and  from  thence  detached  Mohammed  ^•'^ 
Ebn  Soliman^  with  a  large  body  of  troops,  to  go  in  queft  of    . 
the  rebels,  who  retired  at  his  approach ;  but  at  laft  he  came 
up  with  them,  and  attacked  them  with  fuch  bravery,  that  he 
intirely  defeated  them,  without  having  fuftained  any  confider- 
able  lofs.    A  great  number  of  the  rebels  periftied  in  the  ac- 
tion, and  Hofein  himfelf,  together  with  the  general  who  afied 
under  him,  and  360  of  his  men,  fell  into  the  hands  of  one 
of  the  Khaitf%  officers,  who  conducted  them  under  an  efcorte^ 
as  prifoners,  to  Baghdad,     It  appears  from  Ahulfeda^  who  in 
this , particular  has  followed  Sharif  Al  Ahed^  an  author  that 
lived  before  him,  that  the  battle  was  fought  at  a  place  called 
^amna^    After  this  vidloiy,  which  was  complete,  and  gained 
in  the  2^ift  year  of  the  Hejra^  if  we  will  believe  Abu  Jaa- 
far  Al  Tabarij  and  not  in  the  290th,  as  is  fuggefted  by  M* 
I>*Harbelot^  the  Khaliftntcrei  triumphantly  his  capital,  and 
ordered  the  hands  and  feet  of  all  the  Karmatian  prifeners,  not 
excepting  thofe  of  Al  Hofein  himfelf,  to  be  firft  cut  off,  and 
afterwards  their  heads.    Our  readers  will  not  be  furprized, 
that  we  (houid  prefer  the  authority  of  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari^ 
iHled  by  Mr.  Ockley  the  Livy  of  the  Arabians^  in  the  point  be- 
fore us,  to  that  of  any  other  writer  followed  by  M.  lyHerbelot^ 
after  we  have  informed  them,  that/ the  French  author  himfelf 
ai&rts,  in  the  moft  pofitive  and  exprefs  terms,  that  theT^rfi^ 
of  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  is  allowed  by  the  Mohammedans 
themfelves  to  be  the  very  bafis  and  foundation  of  the  Moflem 
hiftory  ^ 

The  fame  year,  according  to  AbuH-Faraj^  xHatTurks  made  W/Turks 

an  irruption  into  Maward'lnahr  with  a  prodigious  army ;  no  fnake  am 

)e(s  than  700  officers  of  fuperior  rank  having,  amongft  the  irruptim 

reft,   pitched  their  tents  in  that  province.    However,  the^^^^Ma- 

waral- 

•  Geoelg.  Cebren.  &  Joan.  Ziinar.  ubi  fup.  *  Abu  n^hr. 

Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  183.  Sharif 
Av  Abed,  apud  lim.  Abulfed.  in  chron.  ad  an.  Hej.  291.  ut  et 
ipfe  Ism.  Abulfed.  ibid.  D'Her^el.  BibJioth.  orient,  p.  592, 
S66y  ec  alib.  Ockley,  vol.  ii.  intrc^.  p.  39. 
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Kbalifs  forces  fell  upon  this  vaft  multitude  eatvly  in  die  mont' 
ing,  put  them  to  flight,  and  made  a  terrible  flaughter  of  them. 
Soon  after  vrhich,  the  Greeks^  according  to  this  author,  enter- 
ed the  MoJUm  territories  with  an  army  of  100,000  men,  'di« 
vided  into  ten  bodies,  which  burnt  feveral  towns  and  villageSi 
carried  oflF  a  pretty  large  number  of  priibners,  and  then  re- 
tired of  their  own  accord,  without  having  done  any  thing  veiy 
confiderable.     This  may  poflibly  be  the  expedition  mentioned 
in  the  piccedine  page ;  but  that  it  reaOy  is  fo,  we  muft  not  pre- 
ibme  to  afiert.  fie  that,  however,  as  it  will,  as  it  has  been  but  juft 
taken  notice  of  by  AkuU-Farajj  who  has  fcarce  touched  upon 
any  particulars  relating  to  it,  we  can  fay  nothing  farther  of  it 
here.     AMI  AIMit  Ahmtd  Elm  Tahja  Ehn  Zetdj  a  famous 
gcammarian  and  philologer  of  the  univerfity  of  C^fky  departed 
this  life  the  prefent  year,  at  Baghdid.     It  appears  from  ^n/- 
fiday  thait  Ibrabim  Ebn  Ahnud  Ehn  Mohammed  Ebn  Ibrdnm  ^ 
Ehn  At  Aglahy  Khattf  of  KatrwAt^  died  in  the  month  of 
DMUaMda^  in  Skilj^,  the  prefent  year.    The  body  was  carried 
out  of  that  ifland  to  Africa^  and  interred  at  Kmrwan.     This 
ihrMm  was  a  perfon  of  great  penetration,  fumous  (or  hb 
wonderful  memory,  extremely  devout,  charitable  to  the  poor, 
and,  in  fine,  one  of  the  beft  and  moft  excellent  princes  crf'the 
fiunily  of  Ai  Aglab  *• 
Whi  Mof-      If  we  wiU  believe  Eutycbtus,  the  Afo/lems  took  StltudafmOi 
lems  take  the  lUmaniy  in  die  month  of  the  latter  RaUj  either  dits  or  dv 
Seleacsa.  preceding  year,  and  fent  a  vaft  number  of  the  enemy,  whom 
they  had  made  priibners  on  this  occafion,  in  the  month  of  Xtf- 
j^  into  Egypt.    The  fame  author  writes,  diat,  in  die  fecood   | 
year  of  the  khalifat  of  Ai  MoRafi^  the  Hilt  did  not  rife  above 
thirteen  cubits,  notwithftanding  the  prayers  of  the  CbriJUmu^ 
Jtwi^  and  Mohammedans^  to  implore  from  heaven  a  farther 
increafe  of  the  waters  of  that  river.     About  this  time,  one 
Eylia^or  EliaSy  was  conftituted  patriarch  of  Antioehy  and  xe* 
mained  in  that  fee  twenty-eight  years.  Befides  which,  nothing 
material,  as  far  ascan  be  colie6bd  from  the  Arab  writers,  fa^ 
pened  in  the  Mofiem  empire,  the  prefent  year  *. 
Wf  Kba-       ^^^  2g2d  year  of  the  Hejra^  in  a  great  meafure  coind- 
\i€s  forces  ^^"*  ^'*  ^^  905th  of  Ae  Chrtftian  aera,  proved  fisital  to  the 
cvnquer      houfc  of  ToUin  in  Syria  and  Egypt.     The  KbaUfAl  Mo£taf^ 
Syria  and  fli»feed  with  the  good  fucccfs  that  had  attended  his  arms  the  pre*  , 
Egypt,      ceding  campaign,  refolved  to  attempt  the  intire  redudionof  thofc 
provinces.  To  this  he  was  farther  excited  by  the  great  lofe  fuf- 

■  Greg.  Abu'i.-Faraj,  ubi  fop.  Ism.  Abulped.  excerpt,  ei 
cod.  Arab.  MvS.  in  Biblioth.  D.  Laurent.  Efcurial.  Vide  ctian 
JoAW.  Bapt.  Carus.  ubi  fup.  p.  19. 

^  EuTYCH.  ubifup.  p.  488 — ^491. 
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totncd  hj  Harin  Ehn  Khamarowiyab  Ehn  Abmd  Ehn  Tdun  In 
the  Karmatidn  war,  two  or  three  yean  before^  wherein  all 
his  beft  commanders  were  cut  ofF,  and  the  iower  of  his  forcts 
perifbed.    He,  therefore,  fent  M^bamnud  Ehn  ScUmdn  with  a 
powerful  armj  to  make  himfelf  mafter  both  of  Syria  and 
•  Egypt ;  who  ^ft  attacked  and  defeated  a  large  bodjr  of  the 
Karmatian  troops  near  HemSy  and  took  700  of  them  prifoner^. 
Soon  after  which,  one  of  his  parties  came  up  with  JlNaj^m^ 
tbt  general  that  commanded  them,  who  had  made  his  efcape 
out  of  the  battle,  at  a  village  called  M  Dclta^  feized  him,  and 
brought  him  to  Mohammed  Ehn  Solimdn^  who  fent  him,  toge- 
ther with  the  700  prifoners,  under  a  ffarong  eicortc,  to  the 
Khalifa  then  at  AlRakia*    Upon  their  arrival,  that  prince  or- 
dered them  all  to  be  condu£bed  to  Baghdad  \  where  AlN^em 
was  firft  tortured',  and  afterwards  beheaded,  and  the  others 
put  to  death,  without  mercy.     The  bodies  of  Al  Najem  and 
the  other  principal  Karmatian  captives  were,  after  thefe  exe- 
cutions, hung  upon  gibbets  eredted  for  that  purpofe  without 
the  gates  of  the  city.    From  Hirm^  which  after  this  victory 
immediately  furrendered  to  him,  Mohammed  Ehn  Soliman 
inarched  to  Damafcus ;  the  gates  of  which  city  Badr  Alja^ 
mdm^  HarMs  commandant  there,  opened  to  him  at  his  ap- 
proach.    After  the  fctrrender  of  Damafcus^  Mohammed  led  his 
army  through  Pale/fine^  in  order  to  reach  with  all  poffible 
expedition  the  borders  of  Egypt.     Harihty  receiving  advice  of 
Mohammed^s  march,  advanced  with  bis  forces  to  the  frontiers,     ' 
to  dtfpute  the  paflage  into  his  kingdom  with  him.     By  the 
advice  of  his  generals,  he  took  poft  in  a  place  called  Al  Abhdsta^ 
in  that  part  of  Egypt  knoinm  by  the  name  of  Al  Huf^  where  he 
waited  for  Mohammed  Ehn  Soliman*  In  the  mean  time,  Damia* 
nusj  ox,  Damidn^  a  Gnek^  the  Khalifas  admiral,  appeared  with 
that  prince's  fleet  off  the  coafts  of  Eg^t,  and  landed  a  body  of 
troops,  that  routed  a  large  detachment  of  HarAn  Ehn  Kba- 
marawiyah's  forces  at  Taniihah.  Shaihin  Ehn  Ahmed  Bbn  TolUn^ 
imagining  that  a  favourable  opportunity  now  offered  of  fetting 
up  for  himfelf,  afiaffinated  his  nephew  Har4n  Ehn  Khamara* 
tviyab  on  Sunday  the  i8th  of  the  month  Safar^  and  for  fome 
days  was  conitdered  as  the  fovereign  of  Egypt.    But  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army  having  an  utter  averfion  to  the  aflaffin,  wrote 
a  letter  to  Mohammedibn  Soliman^  preffing  him  to  haften  his 
anarch,  and  afliiring  him  that  they  were  ready  to  fubmit  to 
the  Khalifa  provided  that  prince  would  take  them  under  his 
protedion.     Mohammed^  having  granted  their  requeft,  and 
lent  them  fuch  an.anfweras  fatisfied  them  in  every  particular, 
entered  Egypt  the  28th  of  Safar^  without  oppofitton.     After 
which,  be  advanced  with  his  army  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle 

to 
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to  Al  Riyaby  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Mfjr^whert  ht  was  met 
by  Shaib&n  himfelf,  and  feveral  of  his  brothers,  who  fubmittcd 
to  the  Kbalif\  upon  which,  an  unlimited  pardon  and  am* 
nefty  were  granted  them  by  Mobammedy  in  his  matter's  name, 
both  for  their  lives  and  efife6b.  However,  that  general  or- 
dered all  the  officers  and  fecretaries  that  had  been  in  the  fa* 
vice  of  the  family  of  ToUn  to  leave  Egypt^  and  retire  with 
their  eiiefb,  the  pdiTeffion  of  which  was  fecured  to  them,  to 
Baghdad,  As  for  Mohammed  himfelf,  he  exaded  of  tbofe  t» 
whom  he  had  granted  the  Khalif%  prote&ion,  and  othcx^ 
the  fum  of  1,000,000  dinars^  remained  fix  months  at  the  bead 
of  the  adminiftration  in  Egypt j  and  then,  after  he  had  fubfii- 
tuted  in  his  room  Ifa  Al  l^ijhiriy  to  govern  the  province^ 
went  to  Irak.  Here  he  alfo  colleded  another  fum,  drawn  out 
of  various  provinces,  amounting  to  1,000,000  dinars^  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Kbalif.  But  that  prince  having  been  informed, 
that  Mohammed  had  imbezzled  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
'  public  revenues  of  Egyptj  and  amafled  to  himfelf  vaft  fiow 

of  money  there,  put  him  under  arreft,  and  even  loaded  lua 
with  irons,  in  order  to  oblige  him  to  refund  what  he  had  pur- 
loined in  that  opulent  country.  Aftqr  Mohammeets  arrival  in 
Irdky  Mohammed  Ebn  Ali  Al  Kbalij jOnt  of  Harim*s 
manders  in  Syriay  who  had  remained  for  fome  time 
Mohammed  Ebn  Soliman  there,  revolted  againft  the  KJudlf^ 
and  pofted  himfelf  with  a  body  of  troops  he  had  aflemUed  at 
Al  JSii^Wj,  threatening  to  make  an  irruption  into  Egypt.  The 
news  of  Al  Kbalifs  defign  reaching  the  ears  of  I/a  Al  AH- 
Jheriy  he  and  Al  Hofein  Ebn  Ahmed  Al  Mader&ni  put  them- 
ielves  at  the  head  of  the  forces  in  EgypU  and  advanced  to* 
wards  the  frontiers,  in  order  to  meet  him,  and  give  him  battle; 
but  receiving  advice  of  his  approach,  and  being  informed  tint 
his  army  was  much  more  numerous  than  had  before  been  p- 
ven  out,  they  retired  with  great  precipitation  to  Al  Feft^., 
Not  thinking  themfelves  fafe  there,  they  fled,  after  a  ihoit 
flay,  to  Aljt%a\  burning  two  bridges  in  their  flight.  Id 
prevent  Al  Khalij  from  coming  up  with  them.  In  fine,  they 
were  ftruck  with  fuch  terror,  that  they  never  continued  long 
in  one  place,  but  moved  about  the  country  as  if  they  had 
been  purfued  by  an  enemy  of  fuperior  ftrength.  This  thr 
the  inhabitants  of  AlFoJlat^  now  intirelv  abandoned,  and  ~ 
without  a  governor,  as  well  as  thofe  ot  the  adjacent  dlftri& 
into  fuch  a  confternation,  that  Al  Khalij  feized  upon  M^^ 
which  he  entered  on  Thurfdayiht  i6th  of  Dh^Uaada, 
prefent  year,  without  opposition,  and  refided  there 
months.  After  the  expiration  of  that  Oiort  term,  he  was 
out  of  Egypt  by  the  KhaUf*%  troops,  as  will  more  deariy 
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pear  from  our  enumeration  of  the  principal  traufk^ions  of  the 
following  year  ^. 

The  next  year,  being  the  293d  of  the  H$jfa^  commenc-  Andde" 
ing  November  ad,  905,  aI  Mo*£fafi  fent  an  army  into  Egypt^  feat  Mo- 
under  the  command  oiFatecy  his  freed-man,  and  Badr  Al  radt^Boaamtd, 

?amamiy  to  reduce  the  rebel  Mohammed  Ebn  Alt  Al  Klbaltj.  ^^^  ^^i 
"he  Khalifa  forces  found  him  pofted  near  Al  Foft&f^  and,  4.^  *^^- 
aftcr  a  fliarp  engagement,  intirely  defeated  him.    Al  KHUj^A*^^'" 
him&lf)  however,  found  means  to  make  His  efcape,  though 
he  was  foon  after  taken  out  of  the  lurking-place  where  he  had 
lain  concealed,  and  brought  to  Ifa  Al  Nijheri-^  who  fent 
him,  with  a  great  number  of  rebel  officers,  in  the  month  of 
Rajeb^  to  the  Khali fzK  Baghdad*    Upon  their  arrival  there^ 
Al  AA'llafi  ordered  them  to  be  loaded  with  irons,  and  thrown 
into  prifon.    He  alfo  recalled  Fatecj  after  he  had  made  a  tri- 
umphant entry  into  AlFoftit^  and  appointed  Ifa  Ehn  Mobam' 
med  Al  Nujberi  to  prefide  over  the  province  of  Egyfit  y. 

The  fame  year,  the  Karmatiansy  under  the  command  of  ^^^  Kar- 
Zakruna  Ebn  Mahruna^  feized  upon  Adhraia  and  Bafra^  pil-  niatians 
laged  thofe  two  cities,  and  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword.  ^"^  *^^ 
After  which,  they*  advanced  to  Damafcusy  flew  Saleh  Ebn^^^^^ 
Fadl^  the  governor's  deputy  there,  and  plundered  the  adja-  ^^^'^* 
cent  diflria.    But  they  were  repulfed,  in  a  fally,  bv  the  gari-  ^^^ 
ton^  who  drove  them  from  the  place,  after  they  had  deftroyed  ^^^^"^ 
abundance  of  their  men.    Notwithftanding  which,  Zakruna 
inarched  to  Tiberias^  called  by  the  Arabs  Tabariyaby  where  he 
was  met  by  3fufef  Ebn  Ibrabimy  with  a  body  of  the  Khalifa 
forces,  who  gave  him  battle,  intirely  defeated  him,  and  pur- 
fued  Um  into  the  de(art  as  far  as  Al  Sawdn.    Here,  however, 
Zakruna  waited  for  Tufef  overthrew  him  in  his  turn,  with 
▼ery  great  Daughter,  and  made  him&lf  mafter  of  his  camp. 
The  place  where  this  battle  was  fought  is  called  by  fbme  au* 
thors  Sabiany  and  faid  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kadefia^ 
a  city  of  the  Babylonian  Irak^  about  fifteen  parafangs  ofF  C4fa^ 
Be  that  as  Jt  will^  fo  unexpefted  a  blow  as  this  could  not  but 
greatly  embarrafs  the  Khatifs  affairs.     About  this  time,  died 
Ahmed  Ebn  Tahya  Ebn  IJbak^  the  Rawandiany  who  wrote  a 

Seat  number  of  impious  books,  according  to  Shahabo*ddiny  at 
ahabab.     We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  the  Greeks 
invaded  the  Mojlem  territories,  took  the  city  of  Cyrrhus,  or 

'  EuTYCK.  ubi  fap  p.  49O'— 499.  Abv.Jaafar  Al  Tabar. 
Al  Maicin,  ubi  fup.  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fap.  p.  283, 
284.  Ism.  Abulfed.  inchron.  adan.Hej.  292.  ^  EuTrcH. 

obi  fup.  p.  498,  499.  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin»  et 
Grrc.  Abu  VFaraj,  ubi  fup.    IXHerbsl.  Bibl  waat.  ubi  &p. 
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Kirus,  burnt  the  great  mofque  there,  maflacFed  moft  of  the 

inhabitants,  and  carried  off  the  reft  with  them  phibnerS)  tk 

prefent  year  ** 

The  Kar-       The  following  year,  being  the  294th  of  the  Hejra^  the 

matiaos     itarmatiamj  who  ftill  remained  in  the  defart,  fell  upon  a  ci-  d 

plunder  a  ravan  going  to  Mecca ^  plundered  it,  and  put  about  2O,00Q  'I 

<aravan    pilgrims  to  the  fword.     This  fo  inraged  the  Khalifa  that  he 

going  to     immediately  fent  Wastf^  one  of  his  generak,  with  a  confide- 

Mecca,      rable  body  of  his  troops,  to  take  vengeance  of  them  for  fc 

and  are     faring  an  affront.     Waslf^  in  purfuance  of  his  orders,  fbon 

^T^'4h      ^^^^  "P  ^*^^  them,  and  attacked  them,  loaded  and  iocom- 

yi  moded  with  the  fpoils  they  had  taken,  fo  opportunely,  that, 

.  '  after  an  obftinate  refiftance,  he  put  them  to  the  rout.     Z4- 

^  '        krunoy  their  chief,  was  taken  prifoner  in  the  adioh,  and  diet 

of  a  contufion  he  had  received,  that  hurt  his  brain,  five  da^ 

after  ^  notwithftanding  which,  IVasIf  fent  his  body,  attended 

by  his  wife,  domeftics,  and  a  great  number  of  Karmatwi 

prifoners,  to  Baghdad,     Upon  their  arrival  there,  the  bocj, 

preceded  by  Zakruna\  wife,  was  carried  in  triumph  throu^ 

the  principal  ftreets  of  the  city,  and  all  the  prifoners  put  to  a 

cruel  death.     This  year,  Ifntael  Ehn  Ahmed  At  Samutdy  the 

Khalif  kA  the  Tranfoxana  and  Khorafem^  died  at  SamarkamL 

Ths  lail  defeat  fo  humbled  the  Karmatians^  that  they  did  not 

attempt  to  difturb  the  repofe  of  the  empire  for  feveral  years  ". 

7he  Kha-       In  the  295th  year  of  the  Hejroy  beginning  OSober  12th, 

lifAl        907,    the  Khalif  Al  Mo^aJi.dep2irtcd  this  life  at  Baghdad, 

Mo6tafi     Some  authors  relate,  that  he  died  the  13th  oi Dbu^lkaada^  and 

dies  at       others  the  13th  of  Dhu'lhajja^  after  he  had  reigned  either  fix 

Baghdad,  years,  fix  months,  and  twenty  days,  or  fix yeais,  nine  months, 

and  two  days.  tVith  regard  to  his  age,  the  Arab  writcis  likewife 

differ ;  fome  of  them  making  him  a  little  above  thirty- one,  and 

others  thirty-three,  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death.     He 

was  (hort  of  flature,  had  a  handfome  face,  large  eyes,  and  a 

long  beard.     He  was  likewife  religious,  munificent,  and  had 

a  natural  averfion  to  the  efFufion  of  human  blood ;  though  he 

found  it  abfolutely  necelTary,  on  fome  occafions,  to  punifh  re* 

bellion  and  other  capital  crimes  in  a  proper  manner.     He  left 

behind  him  immenfe  riches,  and  a  numerous  army ;  tho'  he 

could  not  re-aniiex  to  the  empire  all  the  provinces  that  had 

been  loft  by  fome  of  his  predeceffors.    He  bore  an  uncomoKMi 

afFedlion  for  the  family  of  Alt  Ehn  Abu  Tdleh^  as  his  father/ 

had  done  before  him.     His  principal  favourites  were  AlAbhii 

*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  18^ 
D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  ubi  fup.  p.  592,  ct  alib.  GREa 
Abu'i.-Faraj,  ubi  (up.  p.  284.  Abulfed.  ad  an.  Hcj.  293.  Go^ 
tJi  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  133,  2  3,  ct  alib.  «  Abu  Jaa- 

FAR  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makin,  et  D'Herbel,  ubi  fup.    Abitl- 
F ^^  .  ad  an.  Hejl  294..  £i« 
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£bn  AlHofein  and  Fatecy  his  freed-man ;  his  Vijirs  MKafemEbh 
AbiaUah  Ehn  Solimdn  Ebn  Waheh  and  the  above-mentioned 
Al  Abhay  Ehn  Al  Hofein  Ehn  Ay^h  ;  his  judges  Tufef  Ahu  Ha- 
rem Ehn  Takuby  Abu  Omar ^  and  Alt  Ebn  Abu*l  Shawarsh  ',  atkl 
his  chamberlain  Haflf  Al  Samarkandi,     The  infcription  of 
his  feal  was  Ali  the  fon  of  Ahmed  puts  bis  iruji  in  GoD; 
The  famous  phydcian  3^«/i/i  furnamed  Al  Sober ^  that  is,  tbi 
ivatchful^  or  the  vigilant^  and  Al  Kas^  that  is,  the  elder^  or 
the  antienty  flouriflied  in  this  Khalifs  reign.     Some  authors 
relate,  that  he  feldom  flept  above  four  hours,  and  fpent  al) 
the  reft  of  the  night  in  ftudy ;  from  whence  he  received  the 
appellation  o{  Al  Saber,     Others  fay,  that  he  was  deprived  of 
his  natural  reft  by  a  cancer,  and  derived  from  thence  the  firft 
of  his  furnames ;  and,  in  confirmation  of  this  fentiment,  it 
clearly  appears  from  fome  of  his  works,  that  he  was  troubled 
wfth  fuch  a  diforder.    About. nine  months  before  Al Mo6iaf% 
death,  Ifmael  Ebn  Ahmed  Al  Samrnar.i^  the  fovereign  of  Ma- 
VHtrfflnakr  and  Khorafdn^  departed  this  life ;  as  did  Moham-  . 
med  Ebn  Uafr  Al  MerHxty  a  celebrated  author,  the  preceding  • 
year,  at  Samarkand.    We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that, 
according  to  the  eaftern  hiftorians,  Al  Mondar  Ebn  Moham- 
med Ehn  Abialrahman^  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah^  notwith- 
l&mding  what  has  been  advanced  to  the  contrary  by  Rodertc  . 
of  Toledo^  died,  the  i6th  of  the  month  Safar  this  year,  in 
Spain  K 

.SECT.     XLi 

UPON  the  death  of  Al Mo^afi^  Jaafar  Ahu' I  Fadhl  JlAndhruc 
Moktader^  furnamed  BiUlahy  in  common  with  his  two ceeded by 
immediate  predecefibrs,  afcended  the  Moflem  throne.  H&  was  A]  Mok- 
inaugurated  at  Bagbdddfhe  very  day  on  which  his  brother  u^/tadcr 
Jl4cBaji died;  being  then,  if  we  will  believe  Abu  Jaafar  ^/Bi'ilah, 
;  ^eibarij  not  quite  fourteen  years  of  age.     His  mother's  name 
iwras  cither  Safy  or  Shabby  and  his  own  at  large  Jaa/ar  Abu' I 
Fadhl  Al  Moktader  Bi'Uah  Ebn  Al  MoUaded.     This  year,  Abu 
tlafr  Ahmed  AlSammdni  fuccceded  his  father  Ifmael  Ebn  Ah- 
med  Al  Sammdni  in  the  fovereignty  of  Khorafan  and  Mdwa-* 
rfflnahr ;  as  did  Ahd'allah  his  bother  Al  Mondar  in  that  of 
jindalufiay  or  Spain,     About  a  month  before  the  laft  event 
happened,  died  Abu  Jaafar  Mohammed  Ebn  Ahmed  Ebn  Nafr 
AlTermediy  a  famous  Sonnite  theologer  of  the  fed  o^AlSbafe'u 
An  En^r  arrived  in  Siciiyy  from  Africay  with  foipe  Moflem  ^ 

**  Abu  Jaafar  At  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  184, 185. 
K.HONDEMIR,  Abulfeb.  in  chron.  ad  ann.  H^-j.  29^.  Vide  etiani 
EvTVCH.  Greg.  Abu*l-Faraj,  et  D'Herbel.  ubi  fup. 
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troops,  in  die  month  of  May ;  and,  being  reiAfofoed  by  a  body 
of  the  Sicilian  forces,  made  himfelf  mafler  of  ToMmuna^  die 
Tauramemum  of  the  antients,  called  by  the  jirabs  Tahmatn^ 
theyfirft  of  Auguft^  which  happened  to  be  on  Sunday^  the  pre- 
fentyear  «- 
A]  Morta-     The  next  year,  being  the  296th  of  the  Hma^  commcac- 
di  Ebn  Al  ing  SMembar  30,  008,  M  Abbas  £bn  MHofan^  jR  Moba- 
Mo'tazz    ^»s  pT/iTi  and  Fatic^  were  cut  to  pieces  by  the  foldtecy, 
//  ^lacU    commanded  by  Jl  Hofiim  Ebn  Hamd^  who  aflembled  in  a 
^\         tumultuous  manner,  the  twentieth  of  the  former  RaK^  aod« 
Moflem     ^^  content  widi  that  outrage,  afterwards  depofed  the  Khe^ 
anT^^fi     ^^°^^^'  whom  they  defpil^  on  account  of  his  tender  age. 
Lv'    ^^'^  Moflem  throne  being  by  this  means  become  vacant,  diqr 
reh  *X  P'^^^  thereon  AbtaUah  Bbn  Al  Muaxs^  furnamed  by  them 
pofi^*        ^/  Moriadi  BPUahj  who  appointed  M^bammed  Ebn  Dawi 
his  f^iflr*    But  Al  Mortal  being  immediately  defeited  by 
many  of  thofe  who  affified  him  in  his  devauon  to  the  JUa- 
Bfatj  Al  M9ktader^%  forces  proved  fuperior  to  thofe  of  tlie 
new  Khaltfy    and  intirely  dUperfed  them.     However^  M 
Mortadi  made  his  efcape  into  the  defart,  after  he  had  reig^ 
ed  about  twenty-four  hours,  where  he  lay  a  tbort  time  con- 
cealed.   But  being  foon  taken,   he  was  inftandy  bfoo^ 
^     to  Al  Mektader ;  who  ordered  him  to  be  ftrangled,  together 
with  Mchammei  Ebn  Dawd  Elm  Al  Hardby  his  Fifir^  and 
Satudar  Ebn  AlHafaSy  who  had  concealed  him.     After 
executions,  AlMorta^^  body  was  carried  out  of  the  ini[ 
palace,  and  interred  io  a  (pot  of  ground  oppofite  to  his  own 
houfe,  the  ad  of  the  latter  Rabi\  AlMoktadn's  adherents  giving 
out  every-where,  that  he  died  a  natural  death.  Al  Mmtadiy  at 
the  time  of  his  tragical  exit,  is  faid  to  have  been  about  49  or  50 
years  of  age.    During  this  fiate  of  confufion,  the  010b  com- 
mitted great  diforders  at  Baghdad ;  but  the  ringleaders  woe 
foon  after  feized,  and  brought  to  condign  punifhmeat,  and 
all  commotions  appeafed,  both  there  and  in  every  other  pan 
of  the  empire.  As  for  AlHofein  Ebn  Harnddn^  though  he  had 
been  the  chief  author  of  the  late  revolt,  and  the  principal  fi>- 
menter  of  all  the  difturbances  confequent  thereupon,    the 
Khalify  at  his  brother  Jbrahi/r^s  interceifion,  did  not  only  par- 
don him,  but  Hkewife  made  him  a  prefent  of  a  fumpcuoos 
veft,  and  conferred  upon  him  Ukewife  the  government  of  Kamm 
and  Kajbdtt,     This  year,  there  fell  fuch  an  immenie  quanti^ 
of  fnow,  in  one  day,  at  Baghdad,  that  it  was  four  feet  deep 

*  Abv  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  Ism.  Abulfeo. 
Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ct  Eutych.  ubt  fap.  D'Hs&bei..  Bihliocfc. 
orient,  art.  Mo^ad^r  Billah^  p.  590,  Chronic.  Sic.  Arab.  Caata* 
rigienf.  ubifup, 

in 
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in  every  part  of  the  diftri6l  of  that  metropolis ;  which  before 
bad  .never  been  known  in  the  memory  of  man.    This  was 
followed  by  a  moft  fevere  froft ;  darine  which  the  cold  was  fo 
Intenfe,  that  it  deftroyed  moft  of  the  palm-treed  and  vegetables 
in  the  territory  o(  Baghdad.    Nay,  not  only  water,  vinegar, 
and  all  other  liquors,  but  likewife  eggs  of  every  kind,  were 
^ozen  up  l>y  it,  and  gendered  unfit  for  ufe.    It  appears  from 
Eutythius^  that  Abu  Ahialhh  AlMohtafeb  Bfttah  defeated  the 
KhaUfoi  JTtf/ni^ff's  forces,  and  drove  the  hm\\y  of  Al  Aglab 
from  thence, the  prefent  year ;  upon  whichjAbuNaJr-jorNaJ/irf 
Ziyadat'aliahEbnAb^allah  BbnlbrabimEbnAbmidEbnAfcbam" 
med  Ebn  Ibrahim  Ebn  AlAglaby  the  head  of  that  family,  fled 
into  Egypty  where  he  arrived  in  the  month  of  Ramadan^ 
and  from  thence  retired  to  Al  Randa^  in  which  city  ht  fpent 
the  remainder  of  his  days.     Abu  Abtallah  Al  Mabtapb^  hav- 
ing thus,  by  the  expulfion  of  the  Aglabites^  made  Umielf 
mailer  of  KairwSn^  placed  Abu  Mohammed  Obeitalkb^  one 
of  A^^  defcendants,  upon  the  throne  there,  and  obliged 
all  the  fubjeds  of  that  Khalifat  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to 
him.     This  revolution  in  Africa  occafioned  an  infurrcdion'of 
the  Sicilian  Mojlems^  under  the  coi?dud  of  Abu*l  PawareSj 
againft  Ebn  Ziyaj^  whom  they  forced  to  abandon  Sicily^  the  firil 
^  Aprily  909,  and  to  make  the  bcft  of  his  way  to  Africa.    It 
muft  be  remembered  here,  that  the  unfortunate  prince  AlMor^ 
tadi  Ebn  Al  MoUa%%  was  efteemed  by  his  cotemporaries  for 
his  wife  fayin|s,  his  even  temper  and  tranquillity  of  mind, 
his  love  of  divine  knowledge,  and  his  fine  poetical  compofi- 
tions ;  and  that  fome  of  his  verfes  have  been  preferved  by 
Abu  yanfar  AlTabari  «*. 

The  following  year,  beine  the  297th  of  the  Hejraj  Ifa  AXMoYi- 
Ebn  Mohammed  AlNuflieriy  Jl  Moktadet^s  governor  of  Egypt j  di,  the 
died,  the  loth  of  Shaabdn^  at  Al  FoftAt ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  Khalif  ^ 
news  of  his  death  arrived  at  court,  xYitKhaltfftTkt  Taktn  Al  Kmwzn, 
Harari  to  prefide  over  that  province  in  his  ftcad.     Abu* I  extend^ 
Kafem  Jonaid  Ebn  Mohammed  Al  Sufi^  the  famous  Imam  of  his  con- 
the  Srf/Px,   died  the  prcferit  year.    About  this  time,   Leo^^^fi^* 
was  conftituted  patriarch  of  JerufaUm^  and  fat  feventeen 
years  in  that  fee.     This  year,  Abu  Mohammed  Obeid^allabj 
the  founder  of  the  dynafty  of  the  FatemiteSy  ailiimed  the 
fumame  of  Al  Mohdi,  and  greatly  extended  his  conquefls  in 
Africa.    Nay,  he  vifited  the  Aglabite  territories  in  Sicily^  and 

tf 

*  Grbo.  AbuVFaraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  285,  286.  Abu  Jaapar 
AlTai^ar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  1859  186.  Ism.  Abuleed. 
in  chron.  ad  ann.  Hej.  296.  Etutych.  ubi  fup.  p.  500— 503. 
Chronic.  Sic.  Arab.  Cantabrigicnf.  et  Joan»  Baptist.  Carus. 
ubi  fup.  p,  7,  8. 
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exaded  an  oath  of  allegiance  of  the  Mojlems  fetded  there. 
He  alfo  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  grandees,  whom  he 
convoked  foon  ^fter  his  arrival  in  the  ifland,  and  affiftcd  ^ 
their  deliberations.     Whilft  he  refided  in  Sicily^  Al  Ifa^  the 

Erince»  or  regulus  of  Sejelnujpiy  who  had  refufed  to  recc^iiize 
is  authority,  was  brought  before  him,  and  put  to  death  by  his 
order.  After  he  had  fpent  forty  davs  in  this  part-of  his  do- 
minions, he  returned  to  Africa.  He  likewtfe  caufed  an  exad 
account  to  be  taken  of  ail  his  fubje£b  properties  and  efiefis, 
during  his  refidence  TXRakada^  or  RakkaJa^  the  feat  of  tiie 
later  princes  of  the  boufe  of  AI  Aglab^  and  fent  officers  to 
colle£i  the  tribute  demanded  of  them.  At  the  fame  time,  be 
difpatched  governors  into  all  theweftern  provinces  conftitut* 
ing  the  KhaLfat  of  Kairwdn ;  and  in  particular  Al  Hafan  Elm 
Ahmed  into  Sicily.  Tho'  Abu  Mohammed  Obei^allab  afliimed 
the  furname  of  Mohdi,  or  direSior  of  the  faithful^  yet  thd 
Moflems  believe,  that  this  title  is  properly  applicable  to  none 
but  the  twelfth  hmm^  who  is  to  make  his  appearance  at  Ae 
end  of  die  world  ®. 
Authors  Ih(  the  298th  year  of  the  Hejra^  Al  Mohdi  took  upon  him- 
not  agreed  felf  the  title,  or  appellation,  of  emperor  of  the  faithjutj  aoi 
about  the   gave  out  that  he  was  defcended,  in  a  right  line,  hoot  M 

AIM*  ^^^A'  "^^^  ^^ '^^  ^^  Fatema^  the  daughter  of  Mohammed,    For 

AlMohdi.  ^h^ch  reafon,  thq  Arab  writers  call  him  and  his  deicendams 
Fatemites ;  though  fome  of  them  have  handed  down  to  us  a 
far  different  account  of  this  ufurperV origin,  as  will  hereafter 
be  more  particularly  obferved.  He  was  born,  as  fome  will 
have  it,  at  Salamiyah^  or,  as  others  with  more  probability  be- 
lieve, in  Irakj  about  the  269th  year  of  the  Hejra  ;  and  built 
a  city,  from  him  denominated  y// ilii^M'^,  wherein  be  after- 
wards fixed  his  refidence,  the  prefent  year.  Before  the  coo- 
clufion  of  it,  according  to  EutychiuSy  helikewife  put  to  death 
Abu  Abiallah  Al  Mohtafcb^  his  general ;  but  for  what  crime 
this  punifbment  was  inflicted  on  him,  [we  have  not  been  by 
that  annalift  informed  ^ 

Th£  next  year,  being  the  299th  of  the  Hejra^  the  Kia&f 
Al  Moktader  having  been  ofFended  by  All  Ebn  Mohammad  Al 
Farat^  removed  him  from  the  poft  of  Vifir,  This  happened 
in  the  month  of  Dhu'lhajja ;  foon  after  which,  the  KhaUf 

^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  185.  Ev- 
TYCH.  ubi  fup.  Ism.  Abulfed.  ubi  fup.  Al  Kadi  Shahabo^d- 
DiN  Ebn  AbTldam  AlHamani,  inTariih,  fea  hiHor.  cat  tit. ^ 
modfer^  in  Bibliothec.  Efcurial.  D^Herbel.  Bibiiothec.  orient,  p. 
342.  Videeciam  Marcum  Dobelium*  apud  Auguftin.  Inveg.  ia 
Aiinal.  Paporin.  com.  fecund.  &  Joan.  Bapt.Carvs,  p.  19. 

^  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  187. 
JpluTYCH.  ubi  iup.  D.  502,  503.  D'Herbel.  ubi  fup. 
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threw  him  into  prifon,  and  appointed  JU  Ebn  Mohammed  {oxheufe  of 
rather  Mu  Alt  Mohammed)  Ehn  Ohetiallah  Ebn  Yahya  Ehn  Al  Aghb, 
Khakan  to  fucceed  him.  This  Vifir  was  furnamed  Dakka 
SedrahOf  that  is,  the  per/on  beating  his  hreaft^  becaufe  he  always 
ai^ared  in  that  attitude,  whenever  any  petition  was  put  up  to 
him.  Al  Moktader  was  now  wholly  governed  by  his  women 
and  eunuchs.  AhuH  Hajan  Mohammed  Ebn  Ahmedy  com- 
monly called  Ebn  Kifan^  who  was  extremely  well  verfed  both 
in  the  grammar  taught  at  Cufa^  and  in  that  which  prevailed 
at  Bafra^  and  IJhak  Ebn  Honain,  a  celebrated  phyfician,  died 
the  prefent  year.  About  this  time,  the  MoJlemSy  under  the 
command  of  Damian^  the  Emir  of  7yr/,,and  .Leo  of  Tripoli ^ 
with  a  fleet  of  300  (hips,  committed  dreadful  ravages  on  the 
coafts,  and  in  the  iflands,  of  the  jEgean  fca,  and  utterly  de- 
feated the  Greek  navy  in  a  fea-fight  near  the  ifland  of  Samos ; 
Jiimerius  himfelf,  the  Greek  admiral,  having  with  much  diffi- 
culty efcaped  to  Mitylene,  The  famous  Lacapenus  was  at  that 
time  governor  of  Samos ;  but  he  could  afford  Himerlus  no  con- 
iiderable  al&ftance  in  this  naval  engagement.  AlMohdi  con" 
tinued  victorious  over  the  partizans  of  the  houfe  of  Al  Aglab^ 
throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  the  .prefent  year  ^. 

The  following  year,  being  the  300th  of  the  Hejra^  Hah-  lSs/orce$ 
hafahj  one  of  Al  Mohdt's  generals,  overthrew  the  Khalifa  under  the  ' 
forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Barka^  and  made  hiiiifelf  command 
mailer  of  that  city.     After  the  redufiion  of  Barka^  then  ex*  e/'Hab- 
tremely  populous,  fituated  between  Tripoli  and  Egypt^  Hah^  \x^{^\i 
hafah  marched  direSly  x,o  Alexandria^  defeated  another  of  the  i^^^^ 
Khalifa  armies,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  to  cover  the  *^SyP^* 
place,  and  then  entered  the  town  without  oppofition.    One 
of  his  detachments  likewife  reduced  Al  Fayum^  taken  parti«» 
cular  notice  of  by  Abulfeda^  and  Al  Bahnafa.     Al  Mohdi^ 
receiving  advice  of  the  great  fuccefs  that  had  attended  his 
arms,  fent  a  ftrong  reinforciement,  commanded  by  his  fon 
jlbul  Kafemy  to  the  victorious  troops  that  had  in  a  manner 
conquered  Egypt,     Al  Moktader  alfo,  being  informed  of  what 
had  happened,  difpatched  Al  Kafem  Ebn  Samd^  with,  a  body 
of  auxiliary  troops,  to  reinforce  bis  army  in  Egypt,  and  to 
drive  the  rebels  out  of  the  weilern  provinces ;  who,  upon  his 
arrival  at  Al  Jizah^  or  Al  Jiza,  was  joined  by  great  numbers 
of  the  Khalifas  fubjeds,  that  flocked  to  him  from  all  parts. 
jfl  Moktader*s  army,  therefore,  in  Egypt,  after  the  jundion  of 
the  forces  commanded  by  Takin  (or,  according  to  Eutychius, 
Takin)  Al  Harari,  the  governor  of  that  province^  and  At 

g  EuTYCH.  ubifup.  Abulfed.  ad  ann.Hej.  299.  AbuJaa- 
farAlTabar.  Al  MakiNji  {^Q'Hcrb^l.  ubifup.  G^o^^Ga 
^KDR^N.  ubifup.  p.  606. 
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ki/em  Ebn  Sama^  confifted  of  an  hundred  thodand  efleftive 
men.  Habbafahj  having  been  acquainted  that  the  KbtAf^ 
troops  were  in  motion,  advanced  at  the  head  of  his  army 
to  give  them  battle,  and  at  laft  came  up  with  tfaenn  in  tlie 
ifland  denominated  by  the  Arahi  Ard  AlKhanutn.  Here  he 
attacked  them  with  unparalleled  bravery,  notwidifianding 
their  force  was  much  fuperior  to  his ;  but  the  approach  of  die 
night  obliged  the  generals  on  both  fides  to  found  a  retreat 
The  adion,  therefore,  was  by  no  means  deciiive,  though  ex* 
tremely  bloody  ;  Takin  and  Al  K^Jem  having  loft  in  it  20,000 
men,  and  Habbafah  io,ooo«  The  latter,  however,  duiC 
not  renew  the  nght  the  next  morning,  but  ftole  off  in  the 
niejht,  and  found  hinirelf  obliged  to  ittumhome;  b>  that  the 
^alif'z  troops  remained  matters  of  the  field  of  balde,  and, 
in  efred,  gained  a  vi6lory,  as  they  forced  the  enemy  to  aban* 
don  Egypt*  The  grelt  church  at  AUxandria^  called  by  the 
Arabs  Al  Kaifdriaj  or  Cafana^  that  had  formerly  been  a 
pagan  temple,  erected  in  honour  of  Saturn  by  the  famous 
Cleopatra  J  queen  of  Egypt  y  was  fet  on  fire  the  third  of  Sbawal ; 
though  it  does  not  appear  from  Eutycbius^  who  mentions  thb 
accident,  that  it  was  then  intirely  confumed.  The  fame  year, 
died  'AbiTallah  Ebn  Abd'allab  Ebn  Thahir  and  Ab^allmb  Eim 
Al  Mondar  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Ab^abnahmin^  of  the  houfe 
of  Gmmiyahy  who  fwayed  the  Mojlem  fceptre  in  Spaim,  The 
former  of  thefe  was  a  brave  experienced  eeneral,  of  confiun- 
matefkill  in  the  art  of  war,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in 
many  adions  of  eclat ;  and  the  latter  was  fucceeded  bj  his 
brother  Ahdalrahmhn  Ebn  Al  Mondar  Ebn  Mohamnuel  Ebm 
AkFalrabmdny  who,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabariy  firft 
affumed  the  title  tX  emperor  of  the  faithful  in  Spain,  Ahm^edm 
ftiles  this  prince  the  lord,  or  £/»/r,  of  Andaluftay  and  calls 
him  Abiallab  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Abialrahman  Ebn  He- 
Jham.  He  alfo  relates,  that  this  Abd'alrahman  was  forty-two 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  j  that  he  was  grey-eyed, 
of  a  middle  ftature,  with  a  reddifli  beafd>  which  he  died 
black,  and  of  a  fair  complexion ;  that  he  reigned  almoft  fix 
years,  and  had  eleven  fons,  one  of  whom,  named  Mohammed 
Al  Malfuly  he  caufed  to  be  put  to  death,  for  fome  crime  he 
had  been  guilty  ^f ;  and  that  he  was  fucceeded  by  Ahd'alrdb^ 
tnariy  this  prince's  fon.  We  are  afiured  alfo  by  Rodsrk  of 
ToUdoy  that  this  Abd!alrahmhn  was  the  fon  oiMohammedy  Ah- 
d'allah  Ebn  Al  Mondar\  fon,  and  confequently  his  predeccf- 
for's  grandfon ;  that  he  was  twenty- three  years  of  cge  ^vhen 
his  grandfather  died  ;  and  that  be  governed  the  Mcjlems  in 
Spain  about  fifty  years  *.  The 

*  EuTYCH.  nbi  fap.  p.  502 507.    Sharif  Al  Edrisi. 
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The  next  ytzxy  being  the  301ft  of  the  Hejra^  Ahu  Sa'id  Abu  Sa'id 
Jl  Ham&niy  the  Karmattan  general,  who  made  an  irruption  Al  Ha- 
faito  Tantamay  and  took  Hajr  and  Jl  Ahja^  in  the  reign  of  the  niani  // 
KhaHfAl  M(ftaded^  was  affaffinated  "by  one  of  his  domeftics  offaffinai- 
m  a  bath,  and  fuccceded  in  the  command  of  the  Karmattan  ^^»  ^*^ 
forces  by  his  fon  Sa'id,    TTie  new  general,  immediately  after /"^^™^ 
his  cleftion  to  that  high  poft,  ordered  the  flefli  of  the  affaffin, '"  '^^ 
•   who  murdered  his  father,  to  be  torn  ofF  with  pincers,  till  he  ^T? 
expired.    The  Khali/  Jl  Moktadir^  being  offended  at  the  ^^ma- 
conduft  oi  Abu  Alt  Mohammed  Ebn  Obei^allah  Ebn  Tahya  tian/flrrr/ 
Ebn  KhSkan^  his  Vifir^  deprived  him  of  his  office,  and  ad-  hjjfi^fifg^ 
Vanced  to  the  fublime  poft  of  prime  miniftcr  Alt  Ebn  Al  Ja* 
r/rb  in  his  room.     Ahmed  Ebn  Ifmael  Al  Sammani  was  killed 
by  his  guards,  the  22d  of  the  latter  Jomddaj  and  buried  in  the 
city  of  Bokhara,    This  year,  being  the  feventh  of  Al  Mok* 
.  iaoir^t  reign,  Abuna  Gabriel  was  conftituted  patriarch  oi  Ale- 
x^ndridy  according  to  fome  Chrijiian  writers  followed  by  Al 
Maktny  and  fat  in  that  fee  eleven  years.   '  Thefe  authors  like-    • 
wife  relate,  that  Kofm^y  or  Cofmasy  was  made  patriarch  of  the 
yacobites  there  about  the  fame  time,  and  preflded  over  thofe 
of  that  communion  twelve  years.     About  this  time,  died  Al 
Kadi  Abu  Abd*allah  Mohammed  Ebn  Ahmed  Al  Mocri  Al  Thet'* 
kifiy  and  Mohammed  Ebn  Tahya  Ebn  Nabada^  the  author  of 
the  Chronicon  of  Esfaban,    Amrany  the  Mojlem  prince  of  Al 
Khamsy  was  murdered  at  Palermoy  January  27th,  and  Korhab 
appointed  EnAry  May  i8th,  theprefent  year  ». 

Th^  following  year,  being  the  302d  of  the  Hejray  Hab^  The  Ma- 
hafahy  or  Habafahy  returned  witt)  a  numerous  s^rniy  of  Ma^  grebiaat 
grebiansy  or  weftern  Arabsy  into  Egypty  and  pofleffed  himfelf  if^^idi 
of  Alexandria.  He  alfo  defeated  a  body  of  the  Khaltfs  forces,  Egypt, 
commanded  by  MuneSy  or  Munasy  and  killed  7000  of  them 
upon  the  fpot;  though  the  remainder  found  means  to  throw 
thenifelves  into  the  city  of  Alexandria^  that  had  been  abandoned 
by  the  Magrebian  troops.     Soon  after,  MunesAtfxivtATakin 
of  the  government  of  Egypt ;  and  DacdAl/Fwar  was  fent  from 
Baghdad  xo  fucceed  him.  Korhaby  or  as  he  is  fometimes  called 
£bn  Korhaby  fitted  out  a  fleet  that  deftroyed,a  fquadron  of  fliips 
fent  by  AlMohdi  to  the  coaft  of  Sicily y  under  the  condu£l  of 
jfbu  Ahaztry  his  admiral,  who  was  killed  in  the  action,  ac«» 
cording  to  the  Cambridge  Chronicony  this  /ear  ^. 

Abu  Jaafar.  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  i88.  Ism. 
Abulfed.  ad  ^n.  Hej.  goo.  Roderic.  Tolbtan.  obi  fap.  p. 
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Arehtl'         In  the  303d  year  of  the  Hejriiy  beginning  7»^  17th,  915, 
Hon  iX'     Hofein  Ebn  Hamdan  rebelled  againft  the  Khalif  in  Mejhipeta'- 
tinguijhed  rnia^  defeated  an  army  fent  againft  him,  under  the  command 
i»  Mefo    of  jll  Ratek  the  Viftr^  took  all  their  baggage,  and  even  threat- 
potamia.  ^^^^  the  imperial  city  oi  Baghdad  itfclf.     But  he  was  at  laft 
overthrown  by  Munas^  or  Munes^  the  eunuch,  the  bcft  ge- 
neral Al  Moktader  had  ;  who  took  him  and  his  (on  jfhd*el- 
wahdb  prifoners,  and  conduced  them  under  an  eicorte,  upon 
a  camel,  with  crt)longcaps,  or  turbants,  upon  their  heads,  and 
vefts  of  red  hair-doth  on  their  bodies,  through  Jl  Mawfel^  to 
Baghdad  \  where,  immediately  after  their  arrival,  they  were 
thrown  into  prifon.     This  year,  as  it  fliould  (eem,  the  Altf- 
letns  made  an  irmptton  into  the  imperial  territories,  under  the 
conduct  of  Damidn^  Emtr  of  Tyn^  and  attacked  a  fortrels 
called  Strohelon  \  which  they  would  undoubtedly  have  taken, 
had  not  Damii^  been  furprized  by  death  whilft  he  was  carry- 
ing on  the  fiege.     According  to  /hulftday  the  Creeks  likewiic 
penetrated  almoft  as  far  as  the  borders  of  Mefop^tamla^  and 
afterwards  retired  into  their  own  dominions,  with  maoy  pri« 
foners,  and  a  vaft  quantity  of  fpoil,  the  prefcnt  year.     Soon 
after  which,  Ahn  Alt  Mohammed  Ebn  Abd'ultuahkiy  the  Afi- 
iazalite^  and  Abu  Abd*alrabmdn  Ahtned  Ebn  AU  Sb^aib  Al 
Natfawiy  one  of  the  authors  of  the  book  of  traditions,  de- 
parted this  life ;  and  the  latter  of  them,  who  died  at  Mecca^ 
was  buried  between  the  mounts  Al  Safa  and   Al  Aderwi. 
However,  the  emprefs  Z^^,  who  had  taken  upon   her  the 
adminiftration,   in  order  to  employ  the  whole'  flrength  of 
the   empire  againft  the  Bulgarians,    fent  Joannes  Rcdoius 
?ind  Atichael  Toxaras^  as  her  embafladors,  to  the  KBaiifs 
court,  to  conclude  a  peace  with  that  prince.    Thefe  pro- 
bably were  the  embafladors  faid  by  feme  of  the  Arab  hi- 
ftorians  to  have  arrived  from  Conjiantinopk  at  Baghdad,  in  the 
304th,  and  by  others  in  the  3  5th,  year  of  the  Hejra,  and 
to  have  been  received  by  the  Khalif  Al  Moktader  with  the  ut- 
nioft  magnificence.     The  terms  of  the  pacification  being  fet- 
tled, and  the  treaty  figned,  the  imperial  miniilers,  who  had 
been  treated  with  uncommon  marks  oi  di{lin£Kon  at  the  Mff 
fern  court,  returned  home.     About  the  fame  time,  AJeliby  the 
Armenian.^  invaded  the  MoJIem  territories,  advanced  as  far  as 
Mara^Jhj  plundered  all  the  neighbouring  diftrid^,  and  carried 
ofF  with  him  a  vafT  number  of  prifoners.     Ebn  Korhah^  the  J 
^viir  of  the  MoJJem  conquefis  in  Sicily^  loft  a  confiderable  ! 
fleet,  that  he  had  fitted  put  againft  the  Chrijlians,  this  year  '• 

'  Greg.Abu'l-Farai,  ubi  fup.  p.  286,  287.  Georg.  Cedrew 
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The  next  year,  bcjng  the  304th  of  the  Hejra^  the  KhatifTbe  Kha- 
removed  AU  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Al  Hofein  Ebn  Al  Far  at  lif  ^- 
from  the  office  of  Vlftr^  fent  him  a  fecond  time  to  prifon,  /«'*»^' 
after  he  had  filled  the  poft  of  prime  minifter  about  a  year,  and  Ahmed 
appointed  Homed  Ebn  Al  Abbas  to  fucceed  him.     It  muft  be  ^^.^^ 
remembered  here,  that  Alt  had  been  difmifTed  from  the  afore-  ^.  ^?y. 
faid  employment  in  the  299th  year  of  thi:  Htjra,  and  fucceeded     '         ' 
by  Abu  Alt  Mohammed  JEbn  Obei^allah  Ebn  Tahya  Ebn  Kbd- 
ioHy  who  incurred  Al  Moktader^s  difpleafure  in  301.     Upon 
■which,  Alt  Ebn  Al  Jar  ah  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
yifir^  and  deprived  of  htsfublime  office  by  the  Khali/in  303. 
After  which,  Alt  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  At  Hofein  Ebn  Al  pa* 
rdt  held  a  fecond  time  the  reins  of  the  empire  about  a  year. 
The  Sicilian  Mojkms  depofed  Ebn  Korbab  in  the  month  of 
Julyy  and  fent  him  back  to  Africa^  where  he  and  his  fon  af-  , 
terwards  died.     Abu  So* id  Al  Daif  arrived  likewife  in  Sicify^ 
•with  a  large  body  of  troops  from  Africa^  in  order  to  bring 
the  Sicilians  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  the  15th  o^  Augujl^ 
the  prefent  year.     About  the  fame  time,  died  Yufef.Ebn  Al 
Hofein  Ebn  Al  Razi^  and  Al  Hofein^  one  of  All's  defcendants, 
•who  had  expelled  the  Sammdnians  out  of  Tabrejldn^  in  the 
the  year  of  the  Hejra  301 ". 

The  following  year,  being  the  305th  of  the  Hejra^  com-  Jh  /»- 
"mcncing  Jaiw  24th,  917,  the  Gr^^i  emperor  fent  an  tva- baJTy  from 
h2Sy  to  the  Moflem  court,  in  order  to  fettle  with  the  Khalifa  thi  Greek 
minifters  a  truce,  or  ceflation  o£  arms,  and  a  ranfom  of  pri-  emperor 
ibners.     The  two  embafladors  had  firft  an  audience  of  the  arri'vesai 
Vifir^  and  afterwards  of  the  Khalif  The' firft  of  thefe  treated  *he  Mof- 
thcm  with  great  marks  of  diftinflion,   being   moft  richly  ^*°*  court. 
drefled ;  and  the  latter  received  them  fitting  on  his  throne,  and 
furroimded  by  his  guards,  with  the  utmoft  pomp  and  magni- 
ficence.    He  alfo  agreed  to  the  emperor's  demands,  and  fent 
AluneSy  one  of  his  moft  experienced  generals,  to  conduA  the 
cartel  for  the  redemption  of  prifoners  on  the  part  of  the  Mof- 
Umsy  and  gave  him  i20,oco  dinars  to  redeem  thtKhaltf^  fub- 
jeds  that  had  been  carried  into  captivity  by  the  Greeks.     Ebn 
Sbobnah  writes,  that  the  imperial  embafladors  arrived  at  Bagh- 
dad the  preceding  year ;  that  the  Khalif*^  palace  was  adorned 
on  this  occafion  with  the  moft  valuable  furniture  belonging  to 
it,  and  all  forts  of  arms  difpofed  in  a  proper  manner ;  that  his 
guards  were  ranged  in  order  of  battle,  to  the  number  of 
160,000  men,  and  received  their  pay  out  of  a  golden  purfe ; 
that  40,000  white  eunuchs  and  30,000  black  ones,  together 
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with  700  ulhcrs,  or  door-keepers,  appeared  upon  the  avenues 
and  at  the  gates  of  tlie  palace ;  that  an  infinite  number  of  veT- 
iels  upon  the  Tigris  prefented  themfelves  to  their  view,  and 
made  a  moft  brilliant  appearance ;  that  the  palace  was  hung 
within  and  without  vnUi  12,000  pidresof  iilk,  500  brocados, 
and  12,500  pieces  of  rich  tapeftry  of  admirable  woiianan- 
fhip,  and  almoft  ineftimabie  value;  that,  in  the  middle  of 
the  great  faloon,  fhere  was  exhibited  a  tree  of  maflive  gold, 
which  had  eighteen  principal  branches,  on  which  there  flat- 
tered a  great  number  of  little  birds,  made  iikewife  of  goid 
and  filver,  that  warbled  their  notes  with  moft  delightful  har- 
mony ;  and  that  the  Greek  embafTadors  beheld  thefe  (ccocs  of 
grandeur  with  prodigious  admiration.     About  the  fame  time, 
AbWl  Htjiy  with  his  brethren  and  domeftics,  was  delivered 
•  out  of  prifon,  where,  by  M  Moktader*%  order,  he  had  been 

confined.     The  Sicilian  Moflems  difcovering  no  inclination  to 
fubmit  to  Abu  Sa^id  AlDatfy  he  entered  the  port  of  Paknm 
with  his  fleet,  landed  a  body  of  troops  there,  and  laid  fiege  to 
the  town.     The  Sicilians^  however,  having  made  an  alliance 
with  Ebn  AH  Wawa  Al  Saariy  and  been  reinforced  by  him,  de- 
fended the  city  with  great  bravery  till  the  12th  o{  March^  tW 
they  laboured  under  fuch  a  fcarcity  of  provifions,    that  an 
ounce  of  fait  was  fold  for  two  taries^  or  tar  em.     But,  not-. 
withilanding  this  vigorous  refiflance,  the  troops   in  garifofl 
found  themfelves  obliged  to  capitulate  then,  and  to  open  their 
gates  to  the  vigors,  after  they  had  granted  them  their  lives, 
and  the  fecure  pofle-Tion  of  all  their  properties  and  efFefls  ". 
The  Kha-      Nothing  material  happened  in  the  Arab  empire  during 


^^^  rf        the  courfc  of  the  306th  year  of  the  Hejra  \  at  leaft  nothing 
Kair-  .  .  %      .  ....  .      .,  .      .^ 

^^"  '        befl  Mojlem  hiftorians.   This  year,  died  the  celebrated  I'mam^ 


material  has  been  mentioned  as  then  happening  there,  by  the 
befl  Mojlem  hiftorians.  This  year,  died  the  celebrated  Imam^ 
triZ  ^^^^ I  Abbas  Ahmed  Ebn  Seraih,  a  follower  of  yfl  Sbdfii,  and 
Rp^  •  Al  Kddl  Mohammed  Ebn  Hayyan  Al  Dhobbiy  commonly  called 
^cggio.     jiijy^y^^  ^  f^j^^yj  ^^^  hiftorian.    The  Khalif  of  jr«r. 

Wn's  forces,  and  his  fleet,  returned  home,  in  the  month  of 
September^  after  they  had  made  one  Salem  Emir^  or  viceroy, 
of  the  Mojlem  conquefts  in  Sicily,  Some  of  that  KhaHp%  (hips 
of  war,  with  a  body  of  land-forces  on  board,  alfoTurprized  the 
city  of  Reggio  in  Qalabria^  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  pie- 
fent  year  ». 
Abu*]  i^  ^|,g  307th  year  of  thcHejra^  Abu  I  Kajem,  fon  of  the  firtk 

Xafem       Fdtemite  Khalif  of  Kairivan,  or,  as  he  is  called  by  the  Cfjw- 

Sypt-  »  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubifup.  p.  287.  Ebn  Shohnah,  Ism. 

Abulfed.  ad  an.  Hej.  305.  Chronic.  Cantabrig.  nbi  fop.  p.  S,  9. 
*  fsM.  Abulfed.  in  chion.  ad  an.  Hpx-  306.  Chron.  Sic.  Arab. 
Canubr.  ubi  fup.  p.  9.  Vide  etiamjOAN.  Carus.  ubi  fop. 
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bridge  Chronicon^  the  Sokan  of  Africa^  invaded  Egjft  with  aa 
aroiy  of  100,000  mem    The  A/^r#^/W  forces  at  firft  met 
with  extraordinary  fucceis,  and  over-ran  a  very  coniiderable 
part  of  that  fine  country.     They  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
jfUfcandria^  Al  Fayuniy  Al  Baknaja^  and  the  iile  of  ^/  Aftma^ 
rjiHy  and  even  penetrated  into  Al  Ji%ah^  ivhere  the  KhaJifs 
army,  under  the  coaunand  of  Munes^  had  pofied  itfelf^  in 
order  ta  of  pofe  them.    In  the  mean  tune,  Al  Mokt&dery  hav- 
ing received  advice,  that  the  enemy  had  a  ftrong  Iquadron  on 
the  coaft  oi^Egypty  oS  Rajbid^  or  RofettOy  confifting  of  lOO 
fhips,  fent  a  povvrerful  fleet,  under  the  conduct  of  Thamal^  his 
admiral,  to  attack  them.    Thamal^  in  purfuance  of  his  oi^ers^ 
at  laft  came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  fell  upon  them  with  fuch 
fury,  that  he  either  took,  funk,  or  burnt,  almoft  the  whole  Ma^ 
greBlan  fleet ;  though  his  naval  force  did  not  confift  of  above  50 
illips.     The  Sicilian  and  African  prifoners  taken  by  Tbamal  in 
this  a<Stion  were  fpared ;  but  the  others,  amounting  to  about  500 
men,  were  all  put  to  the  fword.    After  the  deflrudion  of  this 
fleet,  Aiu^l  Kafem  retired  from  Alexandria  to  Al  FayUm^  and 
]eft  in  the  former  of  thofe  places  only  a  garifon  of  300  men  \ 
of  which  7>&a/na/ having  been  apprized,  he  in  a  few  days  ap- 
peared with  his  fleet  beioxe  the  town,  and  carried  off  the  re* 
mainder  of  the.  citizens  to  an  ifland  in  the  iJile^  called  the  iiland 
of  Abukair,  This  he  did,  in  order  to  prevent  AbuHKdfem  from 
meeting  with  any  entertainment  2t  Alexandria^  in  cafe  he 
fhould  think  fit  to  return  thither  from  AlFayAnu    It  appears 
from  EutychiuSy  that  above  200,000  of  the  miferable  inhabi- 
tants of  that  city  had  periihed  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  cam'- 
paign.    About  this  time,  a  period  was  put  to  ^e  power  of 
the  Edrifitesy  in  the  weflern  part  of  Africa.  A  truce,  or  ccfl^- 
tion  of  arms,  was  concluded  between  Salem,  the  Emir  of  £x- 
cifyy  and  the  people  of  TaorTnina,  the  Tauromenium  of  the  an- 
ticnts,  called  by  the  Arabs  Tabermtny  a  little  before  the  end  of 
thisvear  P. 

THe  308th  year  of  the  Hejra  was  rendered  famous  by  the  fj^^  j^^. 
intire  defeat  of  the  Magrebian  army  in  Egypu     MuneSy  Al  grebians 
Moktaderh  general,  having  come  to  a  refolution  to  give  the  defeated  . 
enemy  battle,  quitted  his  fortified  camp  in  Aljizahj  advanced  by  the 
iqto  the  neighbourhood  of  Al  Fayum^  and  attacked  Aba' I  Ka-  KhaliT/ 
fem*%  forces  with  fuch  bravery,  that  he  overthrew  them  with  troops. 
very  great  flaughter.     He  alfo  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  their 
baggage,  as  well  as  of  all  the  plunder  they  had  acquired. 
This  blow  intircly  ruined  Abu' I  Kafem'^  affairs  in  Egypu  ai?d 

'  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  506 — 511.  Ism.  Abulfbd.  ad  an.  Hej. 
307.  Chronic.  Sic.  Arab.  Cantabrigienf.  ubi  fup.  Plin.  Ptol. 
Strab.  Ovid.  ClvvjiL  Pakut.  &c. 
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^  obliged  him  to  fly,  with  the  (battered  remains  of  his  army,  to 

Kairwan^  in  the  mdnth  of  Dhu'lhajja^  the  prefent  year.     As 
for  Murusy  he  remained  about  two  months  in  the  neighbotir-- 
hood  of  Jl  Fayunif  after  the  fignal  vidory  he  had  obtained, 
and  then  returned  to  Baghdad.     But,  before  his  departure,  he 
appointed  Helal  Ebn  Badar  to  prefide  over  the  province  of 
EgypU  that  he  had  wrefted  out  of  the  enemy's  hands  9. 
Al  Hal-         The  next  year,  being  the  309th  of  the  Hejrcy  beginning 
Jaj  exe-      May  I2th,92l,  MuMogKfithAlHofeinEbnManfurJlHallayw^ 
€Mtiiat     put  to  death  at  Baghdad.     This  extraordinary  peribn  has  been 
Baghdad,  confidered  in  difterent  lights  by  the  Mojlems\  fomeof  them 
having  looked  upon  him  as  a  fort  of  divinity,  and  others  as  a 
juggler  and  impoftor.     We  are  told,  that,  in  fummer,  he 
could  make  winter-fruits  appear  before  any  number  of  fpec- 
tators,  and  fummer-fruits  in  winter ;  that,  by  ftretching  out 
•    his  hands  in  the  air,  he  could  make  dirhlms  fall  upon  the 
ground,  with  this  infcription  upon  them,  Allah  abed^  nere 
is  butoneGoD ;  which  he  called  the  dirhems  of  omnipotence  i  that 
he  knew  every  particular  tranfadion  in  private  families  ;  and 
that  he  could  even  penetrate  into  the  moft  fecret  receSts  of 
mens  minds.     A  perfuafion  of  fuch  furprifing  abilities  as  thefe 
could  not  but  gain  him  a  vaft  number  of  difciples  and  fol- 
lowers a'nongft  the  vulgar;  nor  could  even  fevcral  doAors  of 
the  law  themfelves  for  fome  time  tell  what  to  make  of  him. 
Some  writers  inform  us,  that  he  frequently  failed  for  ievenl 
days  together ;  and  that,  when  he  broke  his  faft,  he  only  tocdc 
three  mouthfuls  of  bread,  and  a  little  water. .  With  regard  to 
the  place  of  Al  HaMfs  nativity,  authors  are  not  perfedly 
agreed  \  fome  aflertine  that  he  was  bom  at  Nifdbur,  others  at 
Mer^j  others  at  Al^akatiy  and  others  at  AlRay.     He  came 
from  Khorafan  into  Irdk^  and  went  from  thence  to  Afecca^ 
where  he  lived  a  year  in  a  cave,  or,  as  fome  will  have  it,  in 
a  place  called  AlHejra^  which  was  always  open  at  top.     He 
was  feen  upon  mount  Abu  Kobais  {landing  with  his  bare  feet 
on  a  ftone, .  and  his  head  uncovered,  being  at  the  fame  time  in 
a  violent  fweat.     After  his  return  to  Baghdad^  he  was  much 
talked  of  there;  many  pretending,  that  the  Deity  rcfidcd  in 
him,  nay,  that  he  was  God  himfelf.    The  Vijir  Named  Y^y^ 
ing  been  told,  that  he  had  raifed  feveral  people  from  the  dead, 
fent  for  him,  in  order  to  interrogate  him  about  his  pretenfions. 
Upon  his  appearance  before  the  Fijir,  he  difclaimed  the  gift 
of  prophecy,  the  power  of  working  miracles,  and  the  rai- 
dence  of  the  Divinity  in  him  ;  faying,  that  he  had  nothing 
extraordinary  in  him,  and  that  he  worlhipped  God  like  other 
men.    Hamedj  therefore,   muft  have  immediately  difmiflcd 

/ 
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htm,  bad  not  one  of  his  books  been  produced,  wherein  he 
maintained,  that  ^^  if  a  Mojlem  could  not  go  in  pilgrimage  to 
'*   Mecca^  he  ought  to  perform  all  the  prefcribed  ceremonies 
•*  in  fome  convenient  room  at  home,  fitted  up  and  fet  apart  for 
*'  that  purpofe,  on  the  9th  and  loth  of  DhuUhajja^  feed  and 
*^  doath  thirty  orphans,  and  afterwards  give  each  of  them  feven 
^'  dirhims\  and  that  if  he  did  this,  he  would  from  thence  reap 
*'  all  the  benefits  and  advantages  accruing  to  all  MoJUms  from 
**  a  performance  of  the  aforeiaid  pilgrimage."     This  pofition 
being  manifefily  repugnant  to  what  has  been  advanced  in  the 
Koran^  the  dodlors  of  the  law  unanimoufly  judged  Al  HalUj 
worthy  of  death  \   which  decifion  being  confirmed  by  the 
Khalifa  he  was  executed  in  the  following  manner.     Firft,  he 
received  1060  firipes,  without  uttering  fo  much  as  a  groan  ; 
then  one  of  his  hands  was  cut  oiF,  then  one  of  his  feet,  af- 
terwards the  other  foot,  then  the  other  hand,  and,  laftly,  the 
fatal  ftroke  was  given  him,  which  put  an  end  to  his  pain* 
After  his  execution,  his  body  was  burnt,  the  a(hes  of  it 
thrown  into  the  Tigris^  and  his  head  expofed  to  public  view 
in  the  market- place  of  Baghdad.     The  Kadi  who  condemned 
M  Hallaj  was  Abu  OmaVy  who  pafTed  fentence  upon  him,  not 
only  becaufe  he  endeavoured  to  propagate  a  tenet  fubverfive  of 
the  Mohammedan  faith,  but  likewife  becaufe  he  fathered  fo  per- 
nicious a  notion  upon  the  irreproachable  doctor  Al  Hajan  Bakh^ 
ieri^  in  none  of  whofe  works  it  was  to  be  found.     It  appears 
from  fome  good  authors,  though  he  denied  this  to  the  yifiTy 
that  he  was  thoroughly  infedted  with  the  blafphemous  opinions 
of  the  SAfis^  and  even  fcrupled  not  to  ailert,  that  God  had 
taken  up  his  habitation  in  him.     Ahu'l  Hofein  Alt  Ebn  Jfoy  a 
famous  and  learned  dodor,  who  difputed  with  him,  found  him 
perfe^Stly  illiterate,  according  to  AbuH-Faraj^  and  reproved 
him  for  his  great  vanity  and  impiety.     Abu  I  Hafan  Ebn  Al 
Jondiy  if  we  will  believe  the  fame  hiftorian,  faw  feveral  of 
his  juggling  tricks,  and  particularly  the  appearance  of  a  beau- 
tiful garden  exhibited  by  him.     Sc-.-ne  Arabic  verfcs  attributed 
to  him,  that  have  been  preferved  by  Al  Maktn^  feem  to  point 
at  the  union  of  the  divine  and  human  natures  in  Christ  4 
which  may  have  induced  fome  of  the  Mofiems^  as  we  find 
hinted  by  Khondemir^  to  have  taken  him  for  a  Chrijlian ;  tho', 
after  all,  a$  has  been  obferved  by  M,  D^ Herbeloty  thefe  verfes 
might  only  contain  certain  cxpreffions  of  the  Mohammedan 
myftical  theology,  by  which  the  Mojlem  enchufiafts  underftood 
the  intimate  union  of  the  divinity  with  the  heart  of  man  de- 
tached from  the  love  of  worldly  things,  and  tranfported  beyond 
itfelf.     It  may  alfo  be  farther  remarked,  that  the  Shiites  h^ve 
entertained  the  moft  extra\'agant  fancies  of  their  Imams^  and 
applied  particularly  to  AH  feveral  things  which  are  faid  in 
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Scripture  of  Christ  ;  and  that  moft  of  the  other  MAammdm 
fe£b  are  tainted  with  the  fame  madness;  there  being  found  many 
amongft  them,  and,  amongft  the  S^fis  efpecially,  who  pretcad 
to  be  nearly  related  to  heaven,  and  boaft  of  ftrange  revdaden 
before  the  credulous  people.  *<  Matters  are'come  to  that  pa&," 
fays  JlGbazaUy^*  that  (bme  boaft  df  an  union  with  God,  aal 
*'  of  difcourfine  familiarly  with  him,  without  the  interpofi- 
*<  tion  of  a  veil,  faying,-  It  hath  been  thus  faid  to  as,  airf 
«<  we  have  thus  fpoken ;  afFeding  to  imitate  JlHofeinAlHalli^ 
*<  who  was  put  to  death  for  fome  words  of  this  kind  uttori 
*<  by  him ;  he  having  faid,  as  was  proved  by  credible  wit- 
*«  nefles,  lam  the  truth  \  or  Abu  Yazid  Al  Baftana^  of  whoa 
^<  it  is  related,  that  he  often  ufed  the  expreffion^  Sohbcad^x,  e. 
^^  Praife  be  unto  me  !  But  this  way  of  ulking  is  the  caufe  of 
**  great  mifchief  amongft  the  common  people  i  infomuchthit 
<*  huft)andmeh,  negledting  the  tillage  of  their  land,  have  pre- 
**  tended  to  the  like  privileges  ;  nature  being  tickled  with  di{* 
*<  courfes  of  this  kind,  which  fumifli  men  with  an  excuiefer 
*<'  leaving  their  occupations,  under  pretence  of  purifying  dieir 
*<  fouls,  and  attaining  I  know  not  what  degrees  and  coodi* 
«*  tions.     Nor  is  there  any  thing  to^hinder  the  moft  ftuyid 
*'  fetlows  from  forming  the  like  pretenfions,  and  catching  at 
•'  fuch  expreffions  :  for  whenever  what  they  fay  is  denied  id 
'^  be  true,  they  fall  not  to  reply,  that  our  unbelief  proceedi 
*<  from  learning  and  logic  ;  affirming  learning  to  be  a  val| 
*^  and  logic' the  work  of  the  mind  :  whereas  what  they  tdt 
*^  us  appears  only  within,  being  difcovered  by  the  light  rf 
^  truth .    But  this  is  that  truth,  the  fparks  whereof  haic 
^*  flown  into  feveral  countries,  and  occaiioned  great  mifchiefc; 
*<  fo  that  it  is  mote  for  the  advantage  of  God's  true  reli^ 
'*  to  put  to  death  one  of  thofe  who  utter  fuch  things,  than  to 
««  beftow  life  on  ten  others."     Tajo'ddin  AU  Ebn  Ahmed  M 
Baghdadiy  who  died  in  the  674th  year  of  the  Hejra^  has  writ- 
ten the  life  of  AbuMoghith  /flHofein  Ebn  ManfAr  AlHedlej^di 
whom  we  have  here  been  fpeaking,  under  the  mX^oi  AtiHf 
Al  Hallaj.     Al  GhazaU  likewife  and  Ebn  Khalecdn  have  beta 
very  prolix  on  the  a£^ions  and  behaviour  of  this  extraordioaiy 
perfon.     M.  D*Herbelotj  \n  the  account  he  has  given  of  y« 
HallAjj  truly  calls  Gayyath  Addtn  Ebn  Hamam  Addin^  for* 
named  Khondemtr^  the  abbreviator  of  Mohammed  Ebn  Eniif 
Kbowand  Shdhy  commonly  going  under  the  name  of  Mirk- 
hondi  though,  in  another  place,  he  wrongly  intimates,  that ' 
Khondemtr  and  Khowdnd  Shah  were  the  very  fame  perlbo: 
which  falls  very  little  fhort  of  a  clear  and  exprefs  contradk* 
tion'.  Thi 

^  Greg.  AbvVFaraj,  ubifup.p.287 — 289.  ALMAKiiv.Bbi 
fup.  p.  188, 189.  Khonde^ir,  Ai^Ghazau,  apad  PocoddiuBf  1 
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Th£  fame  year  in  which  AlHailaj  was  executed  at  Bagb-  Yakin 
dadj  that  is,  the  309th  of  the  Hijra^  Ipaiin  M  Harari  ww/mcmdid 
deprived  of  the  |overiiinent  of  EgypU  sind  Abu  Fdnus  ap*  ^  Aha 
pointed  to  fuccecd  him  in  that  poft.     The  new  governor  did  Fanus  im 
not  remain  above  five  days  in  his  office,  having  been  depofed'^^'^'* 
within  that  term,  in  order  to  make  way  for  his  predeccflbr'^''?*"*' 
rakin.oiTakm.  •  Tht  Khalifa  hcwcver,  foon  removed  Yakiny'f^V^^ 
and  fubftituted  in  his  room  HtlalEbn  Tiztd  '• 

The  foUov/ing  year,  being  the  310th  of  the  Hejra^  Ahu  Abu  Jaa- 
yaafar  M&hammed  Ebn  yoratrEbn  Mowayyad  Al  Tabarty  the^**"  Al^ 
author  of  the  hiftory  we  have  for  the  moft  part  followed  hcre,*^*^* 
departed  this  life  at  Baghdad,    He  was  an  Imam  of  great  piety,  ^'** 
as  well  as  of  moft  extenfive  reading  and  erudition.  The  Mojlems 
call  his  valuable  work  Ai  Tirikh  AlTabari^  and  have  it  in  fuch 
high  efteem,  that  they  look  upon  it  as  the  bafis  and  foundation 
of  all  their  other  hiftories.  Ebn  Al  Jiizi  writes,  that  his  hiftory 
at  firft  conilfted  of  a  great  number  of  volumes,  and  that  the 
copies  we  now  have  of  it  are  only  an  abridgment  of  a  larger 
work.     Ebn  Al  Sobki  relates,  that  Abu  Jaapir  AlTabari  hav-' 
ing  aiked  his  friends  whether  they  could  take  anv  pleafure  in 
rciiding  a  hiftory  of  every  thing  that  had  happened  in  the  world 
to  the  age  in  which  they  lived,  they  made  anfwer,  that  they 
fiiould  very  willingly  read  fuch  a  hiftory,  if  it  could  any- where 
be  found  :  upon  which,  this  author  having  told  them,  that  he      ^ 
had  actually  complied  30,000  leaves  upon  that  fubjed,  they 
immediately  replied,  that  their  whole  life-time  would  not  be 
fiafficient  to  read  over  fo  voluminous  a  work  in.   Whereupon,' 
jtl  Tabari  aiTured  them,  that  he  would  abridge  it  as  much  as  htt 
could  for  their  ufe;  and  this,  hy^Ebn  AlSobki^  is  the  abridg- 
ment that  ftili  remains  in  our  hands.  Ebn  Shohnab  writes,  that 
this  hiftorv  began  with  the  creation  of  the  worlJ ;  that  Abu 
Jaafar  Al  Tabarty  who  was  born  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra 
224,  was  a  ftrenuous  defender  of  the  Koran  \  and  that,  not- 
withftanding  this,  he  was  looked  upon  as  an  heretic,  or 
Sbiitty  at  Baghdad,     The  laft  of  which  articles  is  confirmed 
by  Abuifida ;  who  fays,  he  was  confidered  as  heterodox  by 
the  populace  of  Baghdady  becaufe  he  made  not  the  leaft  men- 
tion of  the  famous  AhmedShn  Hanbal,  in  the  treatife  he  wrote 
upon  the  controvcrfies  of  the  Fakhis^  learned  interpreters  of  the 
law,  or  mafteirs  of  jurifprudpnce.     The  Tdrikh  of  Al  Ta* 
iari  has  been  tranflated  into  Perjsc  by  Abu  AH  Mobamnud  Al 

in  not.  ad  fpcc.  hill.  Arab.  p.  267.  ut  &  ipfe  Pocock.  ibid.  Abu*l 
Hasan  Ebn  Al  JoNDr,^apud  Gfeg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  Ta« 
jo*DDiN  Ali  Ebn  Ahmed  ALBACHDADi,in  Al  AkbbdrAlHallS^. 
Ebn  KwAtECAN,  £bn  Shohnah,  Abulfsd.  ad  ann.  Hej.  309, 
S*Hbr.  Bib.orien.art.Msr//(^r,  p.4^3,424.art.S^i&tf«i,p.i92,i93. 
art.  Kbondtmiry  p.  994.  et  alib..        '  Ah  Ma  kin,  ubi  fap.  p^  1 89. 
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'Ki£>  who  ferved  fome  of  the  SammmMfawee^mlk^ctf^aXy 
oiVifirj  tn  the  time  of  ManfdrEbnlfuh^  smd  the  352^  year  of 
the  Hejray  according  to  M.  D^Herbikt.  The  fame  hiftory  has 
al(b  been  trandated  into  Turkijh  by  an  uncertain  author,  and 
many  copies  of  this  verfion  are  to  be  met  with  amoiij£ft  die 
Turkic  Ahu  Mohammed  MiaUab  Ehn  Mobamnud  Al  Fargim 
obli^d  the  world  with  a  continuation  of  the  Tdriib  of  jfiTt- 
bariy  and  publifbed  it  under  the  tide  oiStlat,  AhClHafcm  Mh 
hamm^i  Bbn  AWalt/talec  AlHamadaniy  who  died  in  the  year  of 
the  Htjra  521,  has  written  another  fupplement,  wberciA  he 
has  brought  the  hiftory  of  which  we  are  fpeaking  down  to  hit 
own  times.  Abu  Jaafar  is  (aid  by  Ahuif^  to  have  been  bom 
at  Amu^  or  Am9l^  the  capital  of  ^Artfian^  and  firom  theace  tn 
have  derived  the  furname  of  Ai  Tatar L  M^jyHtrhkih 
incooiiftent  with  himfelf,  when,  tn  one  paflage  of  his  book, 
be  aflertfi,  that  Ai  Tahari  concluded  his  hiftory  with  Uie  3DCth 
year  ofthtHs/ra,  and^  in  another,  that  he  has  prcfoved  the 
Arabic  verfes  fpoken  by  AJ  Hallaj  at  the  place  of  eKecutiQii,  in 
the  year  of  the  Hejra  309.  Abulfeia  relates,  that  the  Tirilk 
of  Al  Tahari  concludes  with  the  year  of  the  Ht)ra  302.  How- 
ever, we  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  our  author  cootiiiiied  hii 
WOiV,  virhich  he  began  at  the  creation  of  the  world,  €0  the  day 
of  Ai  Hailafs  execution,  if  not  in  a  manner  to  the  vciy  usm 
of  his  own  death.  Abu' I  Abbas  Ahmed  Ebn  Afoiawwud  Elm 
Sahl^  a  dodox  of  great  r^ute  amongft  the  Sifo^  and  Ih^aiim 
Ebn  Harufi  Al  Harrini^  a  celebrated  phyiician,  died  die  pio- 
ceding  year.  We  muft  btg  leave  to  obierve,  that  an  innpegtfbS 
M&copy  of  the  Tartkh  of  AbuJaafarAlTabari^  in  (A)  Ar^it^ 

(A)TheM$.(i)referred toby  ofAl Makfn^s hiftory, tranlafed 

Mr.  Oekley  n  not  properly  a  part  into  Latin  by  Erpemims^  and  pab> 

of  the  Tarikb  of  AlTabari,  bat  lifted  after  hit  death  by  Gifa, 

only  Al  Maihi's .  abridgment  of  ends  with  the  hie  of  ^  Mtpd^ 

partof  that  WuaUew<»k.Afl  the  her  (2)  the  tweaty-eightUQd^ 

diaciidefd  points  are  preferved  of  the  houfe  of  ^  Affhd$^  ipha 

in  this  beautiful  maoafcript,  any  died  in  the  year  of  the  H^ra 

perfon  tolerably  well  veried  in  512$  whereas  the  Oxjkrd  MS. 

the  Arabic  language  may,  by  its  goes  on  to  his  ion  and  faccefibr 

afiiflance»  not  only  oblige  the  ^/i(^^<i}^/i/,  and  tbereftofthe 

learned  world  with  a  much  more  Kbal\fs  of  thatline,   and  ends 

Corre6^  and  accurate  Latin  ver-  with  Bjtcno*ddtn^  or  RocmPddm^ 

fipn  of  part  of  Al  Makfn's  a-  the  fourth  of  the  Bahnte,  or 

bridgment  than  that  of  Erpenius^  Tnrkifi  (3),  Mamiuis,  who  died 

which  is  .a  very  indifferent  one»  in  the  year  of  the  It^a  676*  20 

bi^t  likcwife  with  a  continuation  years  after  th^  Turtars  had  made 

of  that  ver£ion.    For,  that  part  themfelves  naa&ers  of  Baghdad. 

(1)  Laud's  MSS*  num%  124.  A.  (2)  Gr^-  AiuU-ParfiL  in  htfi,  ^jn^ 

t'  ^^7,  377,  &c.  (3)  Ahulfed.  Abmed EbnYuftf,  Aljammah.  Ai MrU' 

Anx,  Brabhn  Ebn  Mohammed  Ekn  Bakmak,  im  AiJ*ub,  Ai  tham.  Msbpmmed 
Eh  AtiiU  SsHk  Al  S0dUi,  in  AiRtud.  &(. 

according 
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according  to  Mr.  Ockky^  /has  a  place  affigoed  it  in  the  B^iUin 
library  at  O^/irrf  ^ 

In  the  Jilth  year  of  the  Hejra^  the  KhaUfxtmoweA  HelatngYLzt'^ 
Ebn  Th^d  from  the  government  of  Egypt^  and  appointed  Jb^  matiana 
mid  Ein  Keigalag  to  prefide  over  that  province  i  but  be  foon/ai« 
made  way  for  Takin  Al  Harari^  who  was  again  put  at  t^e  head  Bafra* 
of  the  admiaiftration  there,  and  continued  to  govern  the 
Sffptiam  till  the  death  of  Al  Moktader.   The  fame  year,  Ah% 
Xoahcr  SoUrmn  Ebn  Abu  SaHd  Al  Jann^bi^  who  fMCceeded 
his  brother  Sa^id  in  the  com^n^and  of  the  Karjnfitian  forces^ 
suid  pretended  tg  great  Ikill  in  the  occult  fciences,  pene-. 
trated  to  Ba/ra  with  an  army  of  107,000  men,  made  him* 
Cplf  mafter  of  that  city,  put  a|l  the  inhabitants  that  fell  into 
his  hands  to  the  f\vorJ,  burnt  the  great  mofque  there,  and 
thoroughly  plundered  every  part  of  the  town.    However, 
heing  apprehenfive  of  a  viiit  frgm  the  Kba!i/*s  troops,  after  he 
had  poflefled  himfelf  of  it  feventeen  days,  he  thought  fit  to, 
^b^ildon  the  pJace.     The  Khaltf  conflituted  AH  Ebn  Ahmed 
(or  Alobammed)  Ebn  AlFarat^  whom  he  delivered  out  of  pri- 
Aui  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  latter ^^/,  the  third  time,  hb  Vifir, 
Abu  Mohammed  Ahmed  Ebn  Al  Jorairiy  a  dodor  held  in  much 
efteem  amongft  the  Sujisy  and  ikrahim  Ebn  Al  ^ari  Al  Zajjdj^ 
%  fiimous  grammarian,  departed  this  life  the  prefent  year. 
It  appears  from  EutychiuSy  that  the  Moflems  demoli(hed  the 
jM/lcbite  churches  of  «S/.  Cofmas  and  St.  Cyriacus  in  AlRamla^ 
two  others  in  AJkalany  AJbhekn^  or  AJkaJan^  and  Cajaria^  and 
another  in  TanU^  or  TinnU^  a  very  antient  city  of  the  lower 
Mgypij  which  w^rc  all  afterwards  rebuilt  hy  AlMoitad^r^s  prder, 
in  thp  latter  jfemad^  and  Rajeb^  the  prefent  year  **• 

The  next  year,  being  the  3izth  of  the  Hejra^  Abu  Thoher  AbuThi- 
fcU  in  with  a  caravan  of  pilgrims,  on  their  return  from  Mecca  to  bcr  at- 
Baghdad^  in  a  placp  called  AlNaher^  QvAlNakr^  attapi:cd  thqir  '^^^'  ^^^ 
^fcortc,  commanded  by  Abu'lHija  AbfallahEbnHamddnAbu  P^''"^'^'  f 
Sai/VddawlayXhQ  gQy^xnotoULVIawfel,DiyarRabia,Dlnawri  ^«'"«*»'*«0 
a  city  about  fqcty  parafangs  of  Cufoy  and  at  the  fame  diftance 
from  Mar4ga  in  Adherbydnj  and  /fl  Jebdl  in  the  Ptrfian  Irak^ 
intirely  defeated  it,  and  cut  to  pieces  the  greateft  part  of  the 
KbaltjTi  troops  of  which  it  was  compofed.     As  for  A^uH 

<  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  Ism.  Abulfed.  ad  an.  Hej.  310.  Eail  ' 

Al  Juzi,  Ebn  Al  Sohki,  Khondemir.  Vide  etiam  D*H£rbel. 
Biblioch.  Orient,  art.  larikh  M  Thabari^  p.  866,  867.  et  GoLii 
not.  ad  Alfragan,  p.  194.  Ockley's  hift.  of  the  Sarac.  vol.  ii.  in* 
trod.  p.  39,40.  "  AlMakiN)  ubt  fup.  p.  189,  190.  Ism: 

Abulfed.  ad  ann.  Hej.  311.  EurtrcH.  ubi  fup.  p.  512,  513^ 
5>4ff  S'5*    GoLii  not.  ad  Alfrsgad.  p.  140,  141^  144^  147, 148, 

LI  a  Htji\ 
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Hija  himtelf,  he  was  taken  prifoner  in  the  aAioR,  which  was 
extremely  (harp,  together  with  a  very  cbniiderable  number  of 
his  foldiers  ahd  officers^  who  all  fell  into  the  enemies  hamds. 
After  Which,  the  rebels  plundered  the  caravan,  and  carried  off 
mod  of  th<i  wdmen  and  children  belonging  to  it  into  capti- 
vity.    The  fuccefs  Abu  Thdhir  had  niet  with  on  this  occafion 
ckcited  hint  to  advance  to  Hajr^  where  he  took  poft,  wi&out 
ahy  obftruSion  from  the  Khalifs  forces,  which  were  too  weak 
to  oppofe  him.    Moft  of  the  people  that  he  permitted  to  make 
their  efcape  died  of  thirft,  and  the  fatigue  they  were  obliged 
to  fuftain,  in  the  defart.     The  Karmatian  general,  who  was 
at  this  tiriie  not  above  nineteen  years  of  age,  is  faid  by  the  au- 
thors fallowed  by  Al  Makin  to  have  made  2220  men  and  fifty 
Women  prifoners,  and  to  have  acquired  a  booty  of  1,000,000 
dindH  in  monty,  together  with  all  the  rich  ef^fts  and  provi- 
flons  of  the  caravan,  worth  at  leaft  as  much  more,  in  this 
fuccefsful  expedition  ^. 
AbttThi-      The  fame  year,  Abu  Thaher  releafed  Abu*l  Hlja^  and  many 
htf  fends    of  the  Other  priioners,  and  fent  an  embaflador  to  BagbdaL 
an  imbaf-  The  purport  of  this  minifter's  commiffion  was  to  deiire  Al 
fa^  'f     Moktader  to  grant  his  matter  the  fovereignty,  or  at  leaft  to 
Baghdad,  make  him  perpetual  governor,  c^Bafra  and  Ahwd%  ;  biit  thif 
the  Khalif  peremptorily  refuied.     However,  as  he  was  not 
able  to  reduce  the  rebels,  he  treated  the  embafikdor  with 
marks  of  diftin£lion,  and  made  him  a  prefent  of  a  fumptuoos 
veft.     About  this  time,  an  ihfurredion  happened  at  Damttf- 
4US,  wherein  the  Mojlems  demoliflied  the  large  and  beautihif 
^hut-ch  of  Si,  Mary  there,  on  which  there  had  been  laid  oat 
260,000  diftarsj  and  carried  off  all  the  facred  veflels,  and  other 
ofnaihents  belonging  to  it,  of  almoft  ineftimable  value.  They 
alfo  plundered  fevei  at  monafteries  and  niinneries  in  that  di- 
Rr\£\^  and  particularly  a  nunnery  near  St,  Marfs  church. 
They  Itkewife  pulled  down  the  church  of  the  NeJiorianSy  and 
^  fnany  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  Afelchites^  in  the  month  of 
fiajeb.     The  Khali/  put  Ali  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Al  Ferdt^ 
his  P^ijir^  and  his  fon  Al  Mohjen^  to  death,  in  the  former  RM^ 
this  year  *. 
tUimhii        The  following  year,  being  the  31 3th  of  the  Hejra^  Aha 
and  fit"     Thaher  advanced  to  Cufay  pillaged  the  town,  put  many  of  the 
iages         inhabitants  to  the  fword,  aiid  carried  moft  of  the  reft  into 
cSfa.        captivity.  He  likewife  took  away  .with  him  from  thence  4006 
pieces  of  rich  coloured  ftuiF,  or  iilk,  and  3000  camels,  befides 
feveral  other  effects  that  he  found  in  the  place,  of  very  con* 

^  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  190.  Abulpbd.  ad'aon.  Hej.  312, 
GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  222,  223.  ^  Al  Makin,  ubi 
fup.  Ism.  Abvlfbb.  ubi  fup.  EuTYCB.ttbifap.  p.  514 517* 

.        '    '    '  fiderable 


fidcrabk  value.  About  the  fame  time,  Abfalkb  Ehn  M^* 
bammed  Ehn  Khakariy  AlMoktadir\  Vifir^  wrote  to  Alt  Ehn 
IJa  at  MeccOy  ordering  him  to  repair  immediately  to  Egypf^ 
and  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  affairs  there*  Ally  theretbrey 
in  purfuance  of  the  order  he  had  received,  entered  E^t  in 
the  beginning  pf  Rajeh^  and  exaded  tribute  of  all  the  relir 
gious  fettled  in  the  lower  part  of  that  trad  going  under  the 
name  i>i  AiSa^H^  particularly  of  the  bifliops  and  monks  in  the 
monafteryof  A/iff^.  Many  of  thefe  religious,  thus  haraffed, 
retired  to  Irak^  and  carried  their  complaints  to  the  Kbalifi 
who  thereupon  commanded  the  tribute  that  had  been  impofed 
upon  them  to  be  remitted,  removed  the  Fifir  from  his  office, 
and  appointed  Abu* I  Ahhds  Ahmed  Ehn  Ah^aUah  Ehn  Ahmed  Al 
Kbaiih  to  fucceed  him.  *  About  this  time,  Nicolas^  patriarch 
of  Oenftantiniplij  died,  when  he  had  occupied  that  fee  thirty- 
three  years;  after  whom  came>  one  5/^^/;f,  an  eunuch,  who 
prefided  over  the  church  there  three  years*  A  furprifing  me- 
teor, refembling  an  exceeding  large  and  bright  Aar,  or  comet, 
of  a  very  red  colour,  moving  with  great  velocity  from  north  to 
•aft,  followed  by  a  terrible  flame,  and  attended  with  an  infinite 
number  of  fparks  ifiuing  from  it,  about  thirty  lances  long,  and 
tWo  broad,  appeared  in  Egypt,  on  the  fifth  of  the  latter  Rahl^ 
at  fun-fet.  This  meteor  exhibited  the  appearance  of  a  fiery 
ferp^nt,  and  continued  about  three  hours ;  after  which,  not 
the  fainteft  traces  of  it  were  to  be  feen.  About  this  time  died 
^li  Ehn  Mohammed  Ehn  Bajhar  Al  Zabed,  and  Abd^allah  Ehn 
Afobammed  Ein  Ahitalaziz  Al  Bagawi^  in  the  I02d  year  of 
his  ajge.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  tha;  a  general,  called 
Afas'4dy  came  from  Afruay  and  took  the  caftle,  or  citadel,  of 
St.Agaihffy  in  the  kingdom  of  l^apksj  either  this  or  the  pre<r 
ceding,  yea?  y. 

In  the  314th  year  of  the  Hejray  the  Greeks,  penetrated  taW# 
Afalatia^  the  MeUtene  of  the  antients,  fituated  on  the  borders  Greeks 
of  Armenia  and  Cappadeciay  ^pok  it,  flew  part  of  the  inhabit-  '«^Ma* 
ants^  iand  made  flaves  of  die  reft,     flowever,  after  they  ha^  "^^ 
remained  there  a  few  days,  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to 
abanidon  the  town*     The  Khaltf  Al  Moktader  cojnmanded. 
X**/^  Ehn  Abu  I  Sdj\  the  governor  of  AJherbijany  to  advance 
to  frdfet  againft  the  Karme^ian's^  the  prefent  year.  About  the 
fan^e  time,  Nafety  ovNafr  Ehn   Ahmed  I  Se^nmpm  poflefled 
Umfelf  of  the  city,  of  Ray  ;  but  foon  after,  being  feized  with      , 
a  violent  ^Unefs,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  relinquifli  that 
place.    The  Cambridge  C^^nicon  feems  to  intimate^  th^  the 

X,  AlMakjn,  nbtfop.  Eutvch.  ubifup.  p.  516— j  17.    Ism^ 
AavLFBD.  ad  ana,  Hej.  315.    Chronic.  Sic.  Quittbrigienf.  ubi.' 
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chamlieflain  (B^  of  the  Kbaltf  of  Kainain  caihe  «rar  Ab 
yeftr  ,frooi  Africa,,  and  reduced  the  fortreb  of  B^^ns  i  Inft 
the  particulars  of  this  aflion  are  iiot  Icnown  *. 
ne  Chri-  Some  of  the  Gnei  authors  rtUtc,  that  the  J^^dbni  inradcd 
ftians  the  ChriJHan  territories  feveral  years  before  the  xUntSsaA  ixxup- 
gain  /w^-tion  of  the  Graks  into  Cef^dedd ;  and  that  JdimmnesCammt 
ralad'  ^^  imperial  general  in  thofe  parts,  not  only  drove  them  had 
vantages  ^^^^  ^^^^^  j^^g^  ^^^^  having  hcficged  and  taken  the  city  of  iMb* 
lAo([  '  iiiifUy  reduced  the  adjou)i<\g  country  to  the  form  of  a  prannQCi 
..^  '  ^his,  however,  was  perhajp>js  the  expedition  placed  ifi  die  314111 
?!.  '"^  year  of  the  Hejra  by  Al  Atakin.  It  feems  to  appear  likeivifc 
from  ZonaraSj  that,'about  this  time,  Leo  of  Tripoti^  die  Ahfim 
admiral,  was  defeated  by  the  Cbrjftian  fleet  near  the  idaiid  of 


{•the 
Greek 
.  nj^ritih. 


hit 


ne  Kar- 
matians 
maki  a 
fartbtr 


Ifimmiy  and  had  almoft  all  his  feameh  cut  to  pieces, 
(Hips  funk.    But  we  find  not  the  leaft  mention  of  thefe 
^Sions  in  any  of  the  Arab  hiftorians  *. 

The  next  year,  being  the  315th  of  the  Hgra^ 
ini  March  8th,  927,  /Ibu  Thaher  Ebn  Abu  Sa^idy  die 
thtan  general,  overthrew  the  Khallfs  forces  wkh  vefj  great 
daughter,  and  took  TufefEbn  Abu*lNabl^y  whocommanM 
frt^efs  in  them,  prifpner.  He  al  \q  poflefTed  himfelf  of  the  city  of  C^m^ 
Irak.  > .  '2nd  even  threatened  to  penetrate  to  BaghJJd;  whidi  flnick  Ae 
inhabitants  of  that  capital  with  the  utmoft  terror  and  cooBer- 

nation.     Ijpwtvcu  Ai  Maktadery  tMt^^^o^^^^^^'ly''^^ 
of  the  treafury,  and  being  fi^pplied  by  his  mother  with  500,000 

more,  raiftd  a  body  of  io«ooo  horfe«  which  he  <eat  to  aft 

^gainft  the  Karmatians.    But^the  general  who  comamidcJ 

tbem,  not  having  bken  able  to  bring  the  enemy  to  a  tede, 

.  '  Al  Makth,  ttbi  fup.  Eutych.  obi  fop.  p.  (14,  ^i^.  hm. 
Abulfed.  adann.  Hrj.  ^14.  Chronic.  Sicul.  Cant^rigieof.  ebi 
fop.  *  Georo.  Cedren.  ubifup.  p.^2-— ^627.  JoAi. 

26nar.  ubi  fup.  p.  188-— *X9i. 


(B)  To  the  Latin  veiCon  of  the 
Cfi'mhridge  Gbronieon,  th?  Arabic 
^oxAHajrb  is  taken  for  the  pro- 
per name  of  the  Khallfoi  Kair- 
nt-an^  who  at  that  time  was  Mu 
JUabammtJ  Ob^d^allah,  fa  main - 
ed  Ai  Mebdij  the  founder  of  the 
df  oaft/  ofthtFdtemites  ;  where- . 
as  that  word  generally  denotes 
tke  cbtimkerlim,  or  fQme*-Aich 
officer,   of  the  Kba/t/sy  in  the 
Arab  hiilortans.     That  it  i3»  not 
a  ftfoper  nfune  in  the  pafiage 

(1)  yoMM,  Bjpt,  Caruf.  tiCbronit.  CBiitairigiemf.  prgtfmt.  f.  3* 


here  referred  to,  appears  froB 

hence,  that  neiiber  the  Kt^lif^ 

kdir'wdn  reign irg  at  this  tiiiie» 

nor  any  of  either  his  predccc(- 

fors  or  fQcCeiTors,  ever  went  by 

fach  a  name.  *Tis  farprifing  that 

the  very  learned  S^.C7?«/(^^ 

^W  jifwmmti^  a  MnrgiHte^  aad 

prdftflbr  fAArtdnt  in  lb  *  «6ltege 

at  K%m  \%\^  wko  ftvifed  attt 

correded    this    Latin    ▼eriioD» 

&t»isM  hare  faffeidd  fuch  a  iirif- 

take  to  efoipe 
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TCtumecl,  ifter  the  conclitfion  of  the  campai^,  to  Bagbd^S^ 
withotft  having  effeded  any  thing  confiderable.  Thift  Co  ani- 
mated jttu  Tbahir^  that  he  advanced  at  the  head  of  his  forces 
to  jMofj  though  he  ibon  thought  fit  to  retire,  without  hav 
ing  atteimpted  woj  tfimg  againft  that  place.  As  AnUhr  was  not 
above  ten  parafangs  of  Baghdad^  the  KbdHf  confidered  the 
KarmatiarCt  retreat  from  thence,  in  the  prefent  fituaKion  of  aif- 
fairs,  as  equivalent  to  a  viAory ;  and  therefore,  with  his  mo- 
ther and  Vifir^  returned  God  thanks,  in  the  moft  iolemn  man- 
ner, for  it ;  and  even,  by  way  of  farther  acknowledgment  ^o 
die  great  arbiter  of  events,  dtftributed  amongft  the  poor  ofBagi* 
dad  no  lefs  than  fifty  thoufand  dittos.  Afttr  vriiich,  AbuTh^btr 
appeared  with  his  army  before  Httj  or  Ibif^  a  ftrong  caftle  on 
the  northern  bank  of  4he  Euphratis^  about  t#enty-Qne  para* 
fiings  above  Anidr^  bordering  on  the  defarts  of  At  yaxtra ; 
but,  upon  taking  a  view  of  it,  he  retired  with  precipitation  to 
Hajr.  This  fo  raifed  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  Kbalifj  that 
he  ordered  a  fecoiid  thanksgiving  for  fe  aufpicious  an  event, 
and  a  farther  diftribution  of  100,000  dir^ems  aitiongft  the 
poor.  Atidfeda  relates,  that  Aki  Thdher^  with  a  finall  body 
of  troops,  confifting  of  only  800  foot  and  700  hor/e,  over- 
threw ru/efEhn  Abu'l  SJt/y  probaMy  the  YufifEbn  AhuHNa- 
big  of  AlMoHn^  at  the  Head  of  40,000  men,  when  he  thon^t 
himfelf  fe  fure  of  conquering,  that  he  had  ordered  his  fecre- 
tary  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Khalifa  notifying  the  viAory  his 
troops  had  gained  over  the  rebels,  before  the  beginning  ot  the 
«aion.  In  thb  battle,  YufifEbn  Abu' I  Saj  htmfetf  was  takta 
prifoner,  and  afterwards  put  to  the  fword,  by  the  KarmatUn 
general ;  who  found  an  immenfe  quantity  or  wealth  at  Cifn^t 
defeated  another  of  the  Khalif%  armies  commanded  by  M&* 
yusy  ravaged  all  that  part  of  Irdi  bordering  upon  th^  Euphru^ 
tesy  and,  after  having  thrown  the  citizens  of  Bagdad  into  t^ 
inexpreffible  panic,  returned  laden  with  fpoU  to  Hajr.  Ab- 
fahrahmdn  Al  Nafr  Ebn  Mohammed^  of  the  houfb  of  Qm- 
ptiyahy  the  Emir^  or  lord,  of  Andalufia^  or  rather  the  Kbaltfoi 
Spatfij  according  to  the  fame  author,  reduced  alfe  the  city  oi 
Ydledoy  and  deftrojred  a  confiderable  part  of  it^  after  it  had 
rebelled  againft  him,  and  fuftainrt  a  very  long  fiege,  (he  prefeht 
year.  MuMSy  one  of  Al  Mokiader"^  beft  officers,  having  en- 
tertained a  fufpicion  of  that  prince's  fuiifter  intentions  towards 
hmi,  refufed  /or  fbme  time  to  go  to  the  imperial  palace,  at 
'  tbe  Khaltfs  invitation ;  but  at  laft  he  ¥(as  prevMled  upon  to 
repair  thither,  and  kiis  his  hand,  by  the  troops  that  promifed  to 
fupport  him.  About  this  time,  according  to  the  Cambridge 
;  Cbronicofty  tht  ^Ajeb^  or  chamberlain,  of  tht  Kbalif  of  Katr^ 
'  wan  agreed  upon  a  fort  of  a  truce,  or  ceflation  of  arms,  with 
tbe  Calabrians^  after  Ii^e  ha^d  taken  frons^them  Aura^  or  Vroy 
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die  UrU  of  the  antients,  denominated  by  the  modems  Oria  ; 
upon  which,  they  left  in  |)is  hands  as  hoftages,  fays  the  writer  , 
of  that  CbronUon^  Leo,  bifliop  of  Suifyy  and  the  prefeA,  or  go-  | 
vernor,  of  Calabria,  This  t&Lii  being  terminated,  the  KbaAf  \ 
pf  Kairw&n  difpatched  Al  Bolzami  and  Al  Kol/bamy  two  gran-  \ 
dees  of  his  court,  called  hy  that  writer  Sheikhs^  with  Eim 
Sdlim  into  Sicify^  to  muld  the  inhabitants  of  that  iflind  for 
Ibme  difturbances  that  had  happened.  We  muft  not  forget 
to  obferye,  that  the  Deylamiusy  the  firft  of  whofe  princes  was 
WaJhttddnEbn  AlMarzaban^  who  fixed  his  refidence  at  SbA- 
Tiftariy  began  to  make  a  figure,  according  to  Al  MakiHy  in  the 
year  we  are  now  upon  1>. 
AbnThi-  The  following  year,  being  the  316th  of  the  Htjra^  Aba 
htt  fakes  Tbaher  feized  upon  the  town  oiRababa^  and  put  a  vaft  number 
Rahaba  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword.  He  alfo  made  himfelf  maficr 
*?^Kar-  of  Karkisla^  or  Kurkifya^  in  Mifipotama'^^n^  afterwards  re- 
'  kitia.  tired  to  Hajr^  in  Tamdma^  where  he  chofe  for  the  moft  part  to 
refide.  Here  he  built  a  palace,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Hajra.  The  iTi^/l/*  difmified  firft  from  hb  employment  Abtfl 
Abbas  Ebn  Al  Kbasib^  his  Vifir^  and  afterwards  AU  Ebn  Ifa  Eba 
Al  Jarahy  his  fucceflbr ;  fubftituting  in  the  room  of  the  latter 
AbM  i//f  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Ally  commonly  called  Ebn  M$* 
ilahy  about  the  middle  of  the  latter  Rabu  After  the  redudiaa 
of  Rababay  Abu  ThAhery  according  to  Abulfeiay  made  himfcif 
mafter  of  Al  Rakia  upon  the  Euphrates^  and  treated  the  in- 
habitants of  that  place  in  a  cruel  manner.  He  likewife  pene- 
trated to  SinjdTy  the  Singara  of  Ptolemyy  a  confiderable  city 
of  Mifapotamiay  in  the  province  of  Diyar  Rabia^  which  im« 
mediately  fubmitted  to  him.  About  the  fame  time,  if  we  wiH 
believe  this  author,  Mardawtj  Ebn  ZayyAry  or,  as  he  is  called 
\>y  Al  Makhy  Mardawtj  Ebn  Rasnazy  the  Deylamite^  having 
cut  off  Asfdr  Ebn  Shiruyeby  his  mafter,  who  had  feized  upon 
Jorjdn  the  preceding  year,  fubdued  Kazwinj  Ray^  Hasuaiaoj 
Vlnawary  or  Al  Deinawary  Kenkewary  Yazdejerd^  K»ssmiy 
Kdjhany  Esfabdny  Jarbadkatiy  and  the  whole  mountainous  re- 
gion of  Taireftdn.  The  dynafty,  therefore,  of  the  Diylanata^ 
according  to  Abulfedoy  commenced  the  prefent  year.  Hie 
fame  hiftorian  farther  relates,  that  Johannes  Curcuas^  who  pre- 
fided  over  all  the  imperial  territories  extending  from  the  Hil* 
lefpont  to  the  frontiers  of  the  MoJUm  empire,  obliged  the  citi- 
zens of  Akhlath  and  BeMis  in  Armeniay  at  this  time^  to  creS 
croilcs  upon  the  fpots,  in  their  refpe&ive  principal  tnolques,  on 

^  AlMakxn,  ubi  fop.  p.  190 195.  Ism.  ABVLjBo.ad  aim. 

Hej;3i5>  Greo.  AbuVFaraj,  abifup.  p.  289.  KuoNDBMiRt 
Chronic.  Sicul.  Cantabrigienf.  ubi  fup.  Joan.  Carus.  ubi  fop. 
GoLix  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p«  124,125. 

whkl) 


G.9*  The  Hiftory  of  the  Arabt.  .53^ 

which  the  £26ri/?tan  pulpits  had  formerly  ftood ;  and  that  the 

Hifiib  Abu  Jv/q^b  raHb  Ebn  IJbak  Ebn  Ibrahim  Al  Esfa-  ' 
rayniy  author  of  fi  Majnai^  or  body  of  traditions,  drawn  up 
after  the  maimer,  and  upon  the  principles,  of  the  Satih  of 
Mo£im  Ebn  AlHij^y  di^  in  the  year  of  the  H^ra  316.  A 
body  of  the  Khaltf  of  Kainvan^s  forces,  under  the  condud  of 
^  African  general,  named  Sain^  took  the  fortrefs  of  Zarntna^ 
or  rather  Zarnitvay  in  the  month  of  Sbaaban,  according  to  the 
Cambridge  ChrcmcoKy  this  year  f • 

In  the  317th  year  of  the  Hejroy  beginning  February  14th,  AlMok* 
929,  Al  Moktader  was  conftraincd  to  abdicate  the  Khalifat,  tader  // 
M^nes,  his  general,  who  was  greatly  efte^med  by  the  fol-  depo/ed, 
diery,  having  conceived  an  invincible  s^verfion  to  him,  en-^*^'** 
tcrcd  the  imperial  palace,  with  a  party  of  twelve  horfe,  the  14th  ^«"^ 
of  Al  Moharram^  plundered  it,  and  carried  Al  Moktader^  to-  '^ 
gether  with  his  mother,  aunt,  children,  wives,  and  concu-  ?£^^"*  - 
bines,    prifoners  to  his  own   houfe.     The  next  day,   the      **** 
foldiers  faluted  Mohammed  Ebn  Al  Mo^taded^  furnamed  A^ 
Kahery  Khalif  <  Upon  his  elevation  to  the  Mojlem  throne, 
the  new  Khalif  made  Abu  ^Ali  Ebn  Moklah  his  Viftr^  and 
B^ky  or,  as  others  will  have  it.  AbdaUah  Abu' I  Hijd  Ebn 
Hamddn  Abu  Saifo'ddawloy  his  Chamberlain.     When  the 
imperial  palace  was  pillaged,  Al  Adoitader^s  mother  loft  fix 
hundred  thoufand  dinars.    After  the  late  Khalif  s  abdication, 
letters  were  lent  into  all  the  provinces,  notifying  Al  Kdher's 
acceffion ;  and  people  entertained  hopes,  that  the  tranquillity 
of  the  empire  would  be  fettled  upon  a  laQing  foundation. 
But,  the  third  dav  of  the  new  Khalif  s  reign,  the  troops  af- 
fembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  with  great  infolence  demand- 
ed their  pay,  cut  in  pieces  Bdrui  the  captain  of  the  guards, 
drove  Ebn  Moklah  the  Vijir  out  of  the  palace,  and  placed  Al 
Moktader  again  upon  the  throne.    That  prince  no  fooner 
found  himfelf  repoflefled  of  the  Khalifat,  than  he  fent  for  his 
brother  Al  Kaher,  forgave  him  what  was  paft,  expreiled  an  in- 
violable attachment  to  his  interefts,  recalled  Ebn  Moklah,  and 
ordered  him  to  communicate  to  the  provinces  the  news  of  this 
laft  revolution.     According  to  Eutychius,  not  only  MineSy 
but  like  wife  Abu* I  Hijd,  NdzHk,  and  other  principal  com* 
manders,  contributed  to  the  abdication  of  Al  Moktader,  and 
affifted  at  the  inauguration  of  AlKaher,  However,  continues 
the  lame  author,  the  body  of  infantry,  called  AlMofafta,  two 
days  after  that  event  happened,  flew  UtazM  and  Abu' I  Hij&y 
and  brought  about  the  reftoration  of  Al  Moktader y  without  any 

*  At  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  193.  Ism.  AauLrsD.  ad  ann.  Rej. 
316.  GoLji  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  96, 97*  255,  256,  &c.  £vtych« 
«bi  fop.  p.  5 1 8f  5 19.  Chronic.  Sicol.  vaatab.  ubi  fop.  p.  9, 10. 
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c^iffidf mble  eRtrfion  of  human  blood.     Abu^ida  nrldtes,  diat 
^  M&hatkr  had  rendered  himielf  extremely  diftgreeabk  id 
the  army,  by  permitting  his  women  and  eunuchs  to  govcm 
with  an  abfolute  fway,  and  to  fleece  bis  fubjeds  in  a  moft  ar- 
bitrary and  oppreffive  manner.    He  aUb  feems  to  inthnate, 
that  AfdneSf  contrary  to  his  own  tndtnatton,  was  forced  bf 
the  fddiery  to  concur  with  them  in  the  violent  meafitres  wfaidi 
were  at  this  time  pnrfued  ;  but  that  afterwards  this  general 
not  a  little  contributed  to  Jl  Moktain's  re-eftabliihment.upDn 
lUttt  Mofkm  throne.    About  this  time,  Egypt  was  infeftcd 
with  fuch  (warms  of  locufts,  that  they  darkened  the  air^  ia- 
leroepted  the  felar  rays,  and  devoured  every  thing  greca 
An  all  thofe  parts  t^f  that  iitntful  cotmtry  which  they  txt- 
veffed.  The  fame  year,  JbuJTfdberj  l^tJCarmatian  gcnerdf 
and  prince  of  Hajr,  entered  ^^^^  with  his  troops,  kiBed  a 
|;reat  number  of  the  pikrims,  on  the  8th  of  Dbn*B)ajja^  in 
Ae  temple  Aere,  demoTiflied  the  fmall  building  and  cupob 
that  covered  the  well  Zemzemy  and  plundered  the  CaA. 
Nay,  we  are  told  by  AbuJfeday  that  (hey  filled  this  well  with 
the  caxcafes  of  thofe  going  in  proceffion  round  the  Caaha^ 
whom  they  had  maiTacred,  amongft  which  was  that  of  Ehu 
Al  AhhalUby  the  prince  of  Mtccoy  htmfetf.     Among  odier 
profiuiations  by  them  offered  to  that  celebrated  place  of  the 
Mojlem  worfliip,   ^ey  took  away  the  famous  black  JlmUj 
of  which  we  have  formerly  given  our  readers  a  fbU  and 
itmple  deicription,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  fot  love 
or  money  to  reftore  it,  though  one  Yabcam^  in  the  name 
of  the  people  of  Mecca^  offered  no  lefs  than  5000  £nan  ka 
it.    However,  after  they  had  kept  it  above  twenty- two  years, 
feeing  they  could  not  thereby  draw  the  pilgrims  from  mtaa^ 
they  fent  it  back  from  Hcjr  of  their  own  accord  ;  at  the  &me 
time  bantering  its  devotees,  by  telling  them  it  was  not  the 
true  ftone :  but,  as  it  is  faid,  it  was  pmved  to  be  no  ccKmter- 
fcit,  by  its  pccuKar  quality  of  fwimming  on  water.     The  J&r- 
'  metiafiy  however,  who  was  fent  to  take  away  the  golden  fpoot, 
or  pipe,  that  carried  the  rain-water  from  the  top  of  the  Caab^ 
brtJkc  his  neck  in  the  attempt.    We  nnjft-beg  leave  to  re- 
;  mark  here,  that  Eutychius  calls  Abu  Thiher  Ahu  Sa^td  Ai  Jan- 
nibi  J  though  he  has  been  mote  properly  named  S^Umin  Ebn 
Abu  Sd'id  Al  Janmbi  by  Abu^eda.    The  firft  of  thofe  au- 
thon  alfo  informs  us,  that,  before  he  advanced  to  MectOy  he 
incamped  in  a  place  going  under  the  name  of  TtUArkuf^  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  Baghdddy  and  had  feveral  engagements 
with  the  Khaltfh  forces ;.  after  which,  he  flopped  up  all  the 
Wells  between  that  capital  and  Mecca^  not  permicting  the  ca- 
'  ravans  of  pilgrims  to  pafe  to  the  latter  of  thofe  cities,  ci- 
tiier  f|.Qm  Mefopatamia  or  Khorafdn.    The  fame  Writer  alfo 
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fdates,  tliat  tins  Al  Jsmuhi  bucdieptd  an  infolitt  oomber 
of  people  both  within  and  witbout  the  Caakt,  as  alfo  ifl 
the  feeeu  of  Adk€cs;  ittfomuch  that  the  ^dlZarmem  waa 
Bllti  with  dead  bodiae,  as  w«li  al  moft  of  the  hoofes  ef  die 
town,  and  the  wajra,  vailits,  ddktt  places^  &r.  in  llie  neigh^ 
bouffaood  of  it.  And,  to  OKfWn  ail  ckeft  misfortunes,  if  taif 
perfon  efcaped  out  of  the  city  with  im  eflRsfib,  he  was  cut  to 
pieces  and  plunderad  bv  the  Arak  tfaemfelves,  who  were  af- 
femUed  in  confiderable  numbers  not  (wr  from  the  gates  for 
that  pttfpofe.  Some,  however,  fl«d  to  J^Jd^,  and  made  their 
eftape  by  fea.  As  die  K^maUan  general  carried  off  all  the 
rich  ftirmture  atkl  utenfils,.  bodiof  gold  and  (Itvti',  Mongin^ 
to  the  temple  of  Mma^  hdd  in  fo  high  a  veno-adon  amonglr 
the  MohammuLntij  except  the  ^ut,  or  pipe,  abore^men* 
tioaed,  the  fpoil  he  acquired  on  this  occaiion  wa$  of  im^ 
menfe  value :  befides  which,  he  met  with  a  confiderable 
boo^  in  the  town ;  as  he  gave  the  place  up  to  his  troops 
to  be  plundered  for  fewn  days  together.  After  he  bad  com- 
mitted thefe  depredations,  he  abandoned  Mecca^  and  ordered 
the  pilia^  that  had  fallen  into  his  hands  to  be  conduced  to  ^ 

Hajr.  it  has  been  already  obferved,  ^9,t  Abu  Thiher,  to 
whom  Euiychius  gives  alfo  the  name  of  SoUman  Ein  AI  Ha» 
fiuis  attadced  the  city  of  Bafra  with  bis  forces  in  the  year  of 
the  H^ra  311,  carried  it  by  aflauk,  put  a  great  number  of  thje 
inhabitantB  tothe  fword,  and  then  of  his  owA  accord  retired. 
All  which  events  the  laft-m^ntioned  author  feems  to  place  ei- 
ttor  in  the  31 2th  or  313th  year  of  the  H^ra ;  tho'  it  muft  be 
owiaed,  that  he  fo  huddks  things  together  there,  that  we  cannot 
fiifoly  depend  upon  him  in  this  particular.  This  year,  a  very 
fliarp  debate  was  carried  on  at  Baghdad  between  Abu  BecrAl 
Ai€ri%i^  or  Al  Afarwavi^  the  principal  of  thofe  who  were 
followers  of  the  famous  Ahmed  Ebn  Hanbaly  with  his  adhe^^ 
rents,  and  the  members  of  another  fed  in  that  metropolis^ 
concerning  the  true  import  and  meaning  of  a  controverted 
pafEige  in  the  Kordn^  The  former  inferred  from  it,  that  God 
would  btreafter  place  Mpbammed  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory 
near  himfelf ;  and  the  latter  only,  that  God  would  accept  of 
the  prophet's  interceffion  for'  all  true  MoflenUj  at  the  day  of 
judgment.  The  minds  of  the  difputants  on  both  fides  were 
fi>  s^tated  and  inflamed  on  this  occafion,  that  many  murders 
were. committed;  infomuch  that  the  city  of  Baghdad^  for  ^ 
(bme  njonths,  became  a  fcene  of  blood  and  confufion.  About 
die  fame  time,  N^fr  Ehn  Ahmed  Bin  ifufi^  Jtt  Bafri^  a  fa- 
mous poet,  (umamed  Al  Kbabatarxi^  departed  this  lift.  It 
ought  to  be  here  remarked,  that  EyUSj  or  Elias^  the  patriarch 
of  AntigAy  died  on  Saturday^  the  13^1  of  the  latter  JomMa^ 
after  he  had  fat  in  the  patriarchal  fee  there  twenty-eight  years. 

It 


54®  The  Hijiory  of  ibe  Anb$.  E.  t. 

It  apimn  from  the  Cambridge  CbronieoHy  that  5ifa,  one  of 
the  Khalif  of  Kairwin\  generals,  made  an  incuriion  into 
//tf^,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  borders  of  the  L^wer  Lom^ 
bardyy  that  is,  Campania^  the  diichy  of  BemventOj  and  Ac 
neighbouring  trad,  with  a  b9dy  of  the  MagrMnn  troops,  took 
many  prifeners,  and  agreed  upon  another  ceflation  of  arms 
with  ^e  Calabrians^  the  prefent  year  ^. 
Thi  tranf'     The  next  year,  being  the  318th  of  the  H^ra^  Soliman  Ehn 
aaions  of  ji  Hafan  Ebn  MokhaUed  was  appointed  by  the  KhaUfim  Fifir. 
the  year    That  prince  likewife,  about  the  fame  time,  conferred  upon 
^**'         Nafero*ddawla  Ebn  Abu*  I  Hit  A  Ebn  Hamdan  the  government 
of  Amed^  DiyAr  Becr^  and  Maydfarkin^  or  MayyAf&raktn  ;  or- 
dering him  to  pay  annually  a  certain  Turn  of  money  into  the 
exchequer  at  Baghdad.   About  the  fame  time,  the  body  of  in- 
fantry, termed  by  the  Arabs  Al  Mofafia^  being  grown  ex- 
tremely infolent  fince  the  reftoration  of  the  Khali f  Al  Mdt" 
fader ^  were  firft  expelled  the  city  of  Baghdad^  then  that  of 
Wiifet^  and  at  laft  totally  difperfed.     This  year,  S6tn  made 
an  incurfion  into  Calabria^  took  a  fortre(s  in  that  province^ 
named  TernUdahy  and  carried  with  him  into  ihtMtjflem  terri- 
tories 12,000  prifonerS)  without  having  fufta'uied  any  confide- 
rable  lofs  <"• 
Marda-         The  following  year,  being  the  319th  of  the  Hejra^*  Oha- 
wij,  the    iattah  Ebn  Mohammed  was  nominated  by  the  Khalif  xa  ad  in 
king  of     the  capacity  of  Fifir.    He  did  not,  however,  continue  long  in 
Deylaoiy  that  fublime  poft  to  which  he  had  been  advanced ;  Al  HafuK. 
extends      £^j,  Al  Kafem  Ebn  Obeid*allah  Ebn  Selimin  Ebn  IFabeb  brine 
hts  eon-     appointed  to  fucceed  him,  before  the  end  of  the  month  Shaw£, 
ptefj.       About  the  fame  time,  died  Abu  Beer  Al  Nahrawani^  a  noted 
poet,  who  wrote  fome  celebrated  elegiacal  verfcs  upon  a  cat; 
being,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  about  an  hundred  years  old. 
This  year,  Mardawtj  Ebn  Ram&z^  or  Mardawtj  Ebn  ZjtyyJbr^ 
the  king,   or  prince,  of  Deylatfiy    nriade  himielf  maft^  of 
Jiamad&n^  violated  the  womea  there,  and  PM^  30,OCO  of  the 
inbaihitan^  to  the  fwprd.     The  Khalif  y  receiving  advice  of 
the  h^avock  he  bad  m^de,  fent  an  army,  uader  the  command 
of  Ha rjin  Ebn  Arah^  to  reduce  hjm  ;  of  w^hich  the  DeyUtnute 
being  informed,  \i^  zAvznctA  at  t;he  head  of  his  troops  to 
attack  the  Khallfs  forces,  engaged  them  between  Hamadin 
and  Kazwiny  and  overthrew  them  with  incredible  daughter ; 

*  Al  Makin,  ubifup.'p.  193,194.  Gmc.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi 
(up.  p  289,  290.  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p  518 — 525.  Ahmed  Ebh 
Yuscf/I^m.  ABUifPED.  Poc.  not.  in  fpec.  Hift.  Arab.  p.  119. 
D^Her-bel.  Biblioth.  orient,  art.  Abou  Tbaher,  p.  40  Chron.  SicI 
Cantabrigienf.  obifiip,  «  Al  Makiv,  obi  fup.  p.  194. 

EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p.*9:;2^  ^z^    Ism.  Abi/lfi^d.  &.C^ronic.  Sic 
Cantabrigienf.  ubi  (up. 
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after  which,  he  ravaged  the  country  as  far  as  HolwAn,  and 
the  frontiers  of  Irdky  and  at  laft  carried  the  city  of  Esfahan 
by  a!flault.  But  of  the  great  exploits  oi  Mardawtj  Ebn  Ra* 
tnAz^  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  other  Deylamite  princes,  our 
readers  may  expe£t  a  particular  and  circumfiantial  account' 
in  another  part  of  this  work,  to  which  it  will  more  properly 
belong  ^. 

In  thfe  320th  year  of  the  Hejraj  commencing  Jan.  I3th,f^#  Khi- 
932,  the  KhaltfAl  AIoktader\9^  killed  at  Baghdad  \  oi vtlcixcYi  lif  A] 
tragical  event  (ome  of  the  oriental  hiftorians  have  handed  down  Moktider 
to  us  the  following  particulars.     Miintiy  the  TCbalif*^  general, »'  kilUdat 
having  entertained  a  fufpicion,  that  his  mailer  intended  to  B^gWad. 
throw  him  intoprifon,  left  the  court  in  difguft,  and  retired  to 
M  MawJeL  Soon  after  his  arrival  there,  he  aflembled  a  body  of 
troops,  with  which  he  marched  direfily  to  Baghddd,     Al 
Moktader^  having  received  advice  of  his  approach,  led  his 
forces  out  of  the  city,  in  order  to  give  him  battle.     A  fierce 
confli£l  enfued  between  the  contending  parties,  in  which  the 
Khaltfvfzs  killed,  ftript,  and  had  his  head  cut  oS  by  one  of 
the  barbarians  in  Munes*^  army,  who  immediately  brought  it 
to  his  general.    The  body  of  that  prince  was  buried  by  a 
Curdy  who  pafied  by  it  foon  after  the  end  of  the  adion,  and 
faw  it  lie  naked,  and  expofed  to  public  view,  on  the  field  of 
battle.     In  this  manner  fell  Al  MoktadeVy  on  Wednefday  the 
28th  of  Shawdly  toon  after  he  had  completed  the  38th  year 
of  his  age,  and  had  fat  upon  the  Mojlem  throne  about  twenty- 
Uve  years.     He  conferred  upon  Abu  Fadl  Ebn  Jaafar  Ebn  Al 
Fardt  the  office  of  f^j/Jr,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  latter  Rabu 
After  his  death,  his  head  was  carried  on  a  lance,  in  the  midil 
of  a  vaft  crowd  of  people,  through  the  principal  fireets  of 
Baghdad  t. 

This  afiair,  however,  has  been  more  particularly  related  nu  tra* 
by.  Ahulfeda  and  Abu* I  Faraj,  Thofe  authors  write,  that  MH-  gtcaJ     ' 
nefj  being  greatly  difpleafed  with  the  Khalifas  condu£l,  retired  ^'i'^^ 
towards  Al  Afaufel ;  of  which  that  prince  being  apprized^  he  ^onpar^ 
wrote  to  the  head  of  the  family  of  Hamdany  who  theii  go-  *l<^l^^h 
vcrncd  the  people  there,  and  commanded  him  to  oppofe  the  'Jfff'fi/ 
rebel  with  all  his  forces.     The  prince,  or  EmtVy  of  Al  Maw-  -^y"*^ 
fely  continue  they,  having  received  the  Khalif*^  letter,  imme-  ^.   ^^ 
diately  drew  together  an  army  of  30,000  men,  with  which  he  p^^^j  * 
advanced  towards  MiineSy  then  attended  by  only  a  body  of  800 
horfe,  in  order  to  i^icack  him.     That  general,  however^  hav- 

*"  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  522—525.  Al  Makim,  abi  fup.  p. 
191^1^2.  IsM.  Abulped.  ad  ann.  Hcj.  319.  Dl-fsitB.  fiiblioth. 
orient,  art.  Diltmy  p.  295.  et  art.  Mardo'vigfy  p.  55^. 

I  Al  Makin,  ttbi  fup.  p.  194.  Euttch.  ubi  fop.  p.  524-527. 
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ug  probaUj  been  Kuiforced  by  fojne  frefli  troopS)  waked  for 
him  upon  a  fpot  of  ^ound  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  M^fi^w^ 
*  fel^  engaged  him  with  great  bravery,  and  at  laft  put  him  to 

flight ;  after  whigb,  he  made  bimfelf  mafter  of  al)  the  towin 
and  villages,  as  well  as  all  the  riches,  belonging  to  cl& 
defcendams  of  Hamdasi.  This  vidory  had  fuch  an  efib£l 
upon  the  minds  of  the  foldieiy,  that  a  very  coniiderable 
part  of  the  Khallfs  forces  canConed  in  Syria  and  Egj^^  and 
even  at  Baghdad  it&lf,  deferted  him,  and  joined  Mims^ 
which  enabled  that  rebel,  after  nine  months  preparations  at 
Al  Maw/el^  to  march  through  7/^jir,  at  the  head  of  a  nume- 
rous army»  to  Baghdad.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  pitched 
his  tents  before  the  sate  JI  Shanunasia^  and  immedialdy  in* 
veftod  the  town.  M  Mpitader^s  friends,  iindine  their  maf«- 
ler  and  themfelves  upon  the  point  of  being  doiely  beileged» 
perfunded  the  Khali/  to  go  out  of  the  city  in  Mobanumit 
dokOf  preceded  by  the  dolors  of  the  law,  and  other  peribns 
of  note,  with  tca>ies  of  the  Karon  open  in  their  hands,  in  or- 
der to  Ihew  himielf  to  the  rebels  \  imagining  that  diey  wouK 
be  touched  with  reverence  of  his  per fon  at  fp  augiift  %  figbt» 
sind  be  thereby  the  more/  readilv  induced  to  return  to  a  fenfr 
af  their  duty*  At  firft  he  ftooa  upon  9tn  «minence»  with  hit 
attendant^  a^  firemed  unwilling  to  %bt  \  but  the  figpal  ai 
laft,  by  his  order^  being  given,  a  general  a^on  imviediacelf 
cnfucd*  The  flower  of  his  trpeps  having  akeady  defenad 
him,  M  Moktadcrh  men  were  foon  put  to  li^t,  and  he  him- 
fidf,  with  feveral  of  the  mn-a Ways*  endeavouring  to  returainM 
diie  town,  furrounded  by  ajp^rty  of  die  Magnhian  foldicR^ 
one  of  whom,  after  a  profuhon  of  the  moft  onprobrious  laor 

Eage»  ran  him  throug)i  with  his  fword,  and  the  others  in- 
ntly  difpatched  him.    After  which,  th^  cut  off  his  hca4 
and  carried  it  vpon  a  pole  to  the  rebel  gpna:al,  then  at  ifl  ^ 
JhtMa^  i»i4io  haid  not  been  prefent  in  the  adion.  The  Magr^ 
Hans  Ukewife  intirely  ftripped  faim»  not  leaving  him  &  mudi 
.   .         a3  his  breeches  on  to  cover  thofe  prts  which  natuse  commands 
*  us  to  conceal,  and  buried  him  in  the  place  where  he  felL 

When  Jl  Moktader'%  head  was  brought  xo  MifuSy  at  the 
fight  of  it,  he  is  faid  to  have  wept,  and  to  have  difi»vcnd 
figos  of  the  moft  unfeigned  grief.  He  alfo  pofted  a  guard 
upon  die  imperial  palace,  in  order  to  prevent  its  being  Blun^ 
dered,  and  commanded  his  men  not  to  offer  the  leaft  viokiice 
to  any  of  the  late  Khalif'%  family  or  domeftics  there  ^. 
ff^cir'  MiRKHOND,  the  Perftan  hiftorian,  has  ^iven  us  a  long  <fe- 
.  mftanci  tail  of  the  circumftances  attending  this  prmee's  deaths  nxA 

^  Ism.  Abvlfbd.Io  chron.  adaan.  Hcj.  390.  Gaao.  AavV 
Far  a;,  ubi  fup.  p.  2901  291. 
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df  which  ^i^e  boeii  omitiiid  by  the  Jrub  writers.  M  Mfi- mUmUn^ 
rtf^^^^cQcdiiig  to  thU  author,  having  cauiisd  his  brother  MAX  Mdk- 
Kdber  to  be  iinprifoaed,  for  the  part  he  had  a£ted  in  the  latetaderV 
revolt,  which  terminated  in  the  elevation  of  that  prixice  to  the^'^^^»  ^^- 
Afi^km  throne^  though  be  fat  not  above  two  days  thereon,  re-  ^^^^"g  if 
fcJved  at  laft  to  put  lum  lo  death.  Al  Kdhir^  having  been  in-  ^*^^; 
formed  of  his  brother's  deiigo,  engaged  zBarbariany  or  A&«"^^^* 
grehicHy  officer,  who  was  an  excellent  horfeman,  and  intirely 
ac  his  devotion,  to  aflaffinate  him.  In  order  to  efFe&  this 
with  the  greater  facility^  he  procured  the  affiftance  oiMunes^ 
the  eunuch,  who  was  not  a  littie  difaffe^ed  to  the  Khalifa  and 
who  copfequently  came  into  Al  K^htr*%  meafiires  with  ua* 
Qonunon  alacrity.  The  MagreUan^  charged  with  thiscom- 
mifBao,  fought  all  opportunities  of  killing  the  Khalifa  and 
one  day  ohierving  him  feated  in  the  place  called  Shamnmiaj  ta 
fee  fome  feats  at  arms  and  horfe-^races  there,  he  prefente4 
himfelf  before  him,  in  order  to  be  admitted  to  partake  o( 
tho(e  diverfions ;  when  he  performed  his  pajFt  with  fo  muck 
ie^enty  and  addreft,  that  the  Kbalif  made  him  repeat  it  k^ 
vcral  times;  and  oomiaanded  his  guards  to  retire,  that  Y^^ 
might  have  a  more  free  and  exten&ve  view  in  the  place*  The 
Ab^eHan  tbinkiiig  that  a  proper  opportunity  of  carrying  hia. 
defign  into  execution  now  ofiered  idelf,  immediately  turned 
his  borfe  towards  the  Khalifa  ruibedupon  him  in  an  infiant« 
and  tbruft  his  lance  into  his  breaft  with  fuch  force,  that  he 
fell  from  his  feat,  and  foon  after  died  of  the  wound  he  thea 
tBCeired.  As  (am  as  the  officer  had  ^ven  the  bk>W9  he  rpde 
,dise£Uy  to  the  prifoa  where  Al  Kaber  was  confined,  in  ordes 
to  deliver  him  from  thence,  and  put  htm  in  poileffion  of  the 
KhalifaU  fiut  pafiag  through  the  market-^lac^  he  met  4U^ 
afi  loaded  with  thtAnsi  which  the  pec^  of  that  country  make 
ufe  of  to  heat  their  oveaSr  At  this^he^^lgre^Ma'^hoHetoolF 
fright,  and  ran  with  his  mafter  againft  a  bitfcher's  fMU  wit^ 
fuch  violence,  that  a  hook  belonging  thereto  ftuck  faft  in  hi9 
cfain ;  the  horfe  being  by  this  means  deprived  of  his  rider^ 
and  leaving  him  hangjing  thereon.  Soon  after  this  accident^ 
a  patty  of  the  Kbalif^  guards,  who^obferved  what  had  beeq 
dMie,  and  idofely  purfuedtfac  al&ffin»  came  up  with  himt  made 
a  vfire  of  the  thocnB  on  the  ais's  baek^  and  burnt  him  therein* 
This  is  the  acodunt  of  Al  AMtadar's  death  preierved  by 
A&rkbimd^  an  author  of  good  repute ;.  though,  bat  feveral 
ftaSon^  weprcfer,  as  more  confonant  to  truth)  the  relatioii 
of  that  tragical  event  handed  down  to  us  by  the  Arab  hiftoi- 
rians  cited  here  ^ 

^  MlRKUON^. 

With     ' 


544  ^^  ^^My  9f  ^^  Arabs."  B.L 

Hispirfin,     WiTH  regard  to  his  perfon,  jII  M$ktadir  had  a  loiiiid 

cbara&tr^  handfotne  face,  and  (he  hair  of  his  head,  as  well  as  his  beard, 

mdtbe     was  exceeding  gray  ;  though  he  had  but  juft  compleatcd  the 

grtat  offi'  ^gth  year  of  his  age  at  the  time  of  his  d^th.     He  had  Kke- 

cin  of  bis  ^jfc  ygj-y  gQQ^j  ^jtSj  was  of  a  middle  ftature,  and  a  fair  com- 

court.        plexion.     As  to  his  (jifpofition,  he  was  religious,  delighted  in 

giving  of  V  alms,  and  faded  often.     He  had  many  fecretartes, 

governors  of  provinces  and  cities,  and  couni^llors,  or  Vifin. 

{Some  of  the  women  and  girls  belonging  to  the  court  had  a 

freat  hand  in  the  adminiftratien,  particularly  a  girl  named 
"ameky  who  was  fo  thoroughly  verfed  in  all  the  weightier 
points  of  the  Mohammedan  (aw,  that  both  the  judges,  in  the 
determination  of  criminal  caufes,  and  the  doctors  of  the  law,  in 
their  moft  important  deciiions,  found  themfelves  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  her  for  her  affiftance.  Al  Moktader  reigned 
twenty-five  years,  and  created  twelve  principal  counfenors,or 
Vtjirs ;  which  cannot,  with  truth,  be  faid  of  any  of  his  pce- 
deceflbrs.  From  the  time  that  the  Karmatians  took  Meccm^ 
and  carried  from  thence  the  celebrated  black  Jlone^  to  the  day 
of  this  prince's  death,  not  a  fingle  MoJUm  performed  the  pii* 
grimage  thither ;  which  n^er  happened  in  the  reign  of  any  of 
die  preceding  Khali/s.  Al  Moktadcr  is  faid  to  have  given  away 
to  the  poor,  and  appropriated  to  charitable  ufes,  above  feveaty 
millions  of  dinars.  He  alfo  diftributed  a  vaft  number  o^ 
jewels,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the  moft  precious  unguents, 
and  above  (ixty-three  grains  of  civet,  amongfi  the  girls  that 
he  kept  for  his  own  ufe,  and  fome  other  favourites  that  had 
an  uncommon  afcendant  over  him.  His  Fifirs^  or  ff^axtrs^ 
ibme  of  whom  had  different  names,  or  furnames,  affigned 
them  by  diilerent  authors,  were  Abu'i  Abbas  Ebn  Al  Hafan^ 
Alt  Ebn  Ahmed  (or  Mohammed)  (bmetimes called  AbiilHapm 
Ebn  Al  Fardty  Abu' I  Kafem  Al  KhMini^  Mohammed  Ebn  Ab^ 
Jtallah  Ebn  Kbdbin,  M  Ebn  Ifa  Ebn  Aljar^^  Abu  AU  Ebm 
Mohammedy  generally  known  by  the  name  aS  Ebn  MMab^ 
Ahmed  Ebn  Abd'allah  Ebn  Ahmed  Al  Kbasiby  Soliman  Ebn  Al 
Ha/an  Ebn  Al  Mokhalled,  Obeid'allah  Ebn  Mohammed  Al  Ka- 
ddniy  Al  Ha/an  Ebn  Al  Kafem  Ebn  Obeidallah  Ebn  Sd£mAn 
Ebn  Waheby  Abu' I  Fadl  Ebn  Jaafar  Ebn  Al  Faraty  who  re- 
ceived from  his  mother  the  denomination  of  Ebn  KhatTurdnaf 
and  Al  Fadl  Ebn  J^of^^  Fbn  Al  Kardn.  The  moft  famous 
of  his  judges  were  '^^f  ^hn  TaMby  his  (on  Mohammed^ 
AlJ^allah  Ebn  Ahttl  ShawSrib^  Mohammed  Ebn  Ahmed  Ebm 
IJhak  At  BahluU  Omar  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Yufef^  Al  Hafan 
Ebn  Ally  and  Omar  Ebn  Al  Hafan  Ebn  Abu' I  i^hawarib.  His 
chamberlains  were  SawSy  Al  Mo£faJC^  fervant,  Nafr  Al  Ka^ 
furiy  YaMb  Al  Mt^tadediy  and  Ibrahim  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebm 
Rajek^    The  infcription  of  his  feal  was,  Praije  be  to  Goih 
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t9  fviom  no  othtr  heinr  is  fmilar^  and  who-  is  the  tnafor  of 

all  things*    That  this  a^j^^  in  whofe  reign  the  two  Greek 

emperors  Leo  and  Alexander  4icd,   was  a  prince  6i  great 

juflice  and  moderation,  appears  from  his  remiffion  of  the 

tribute  impofed  upen  the  Cbriftian  bifhops  and  religious  ia 

Egypt  hj  Alt  Ebn  Ifa^  his  governor  of  that  country,  as  well 

as  from  (everal  other  things  we  have  related  of  him  here ;  and 

particularly,  from  the  order  he  iflued  to  oblige  his  MoJUm  fub- 

'  je^  to  rebuild  feveral  churches  in  Eg:fft  that  his  officers  had 

demolilhed  there.     We  arc  told  by  Al  Makin^  that  a  Gruk. 

pinnace,  fent  by  the  emperor  for  intelligence,  and  to  difcovep 

a  proper  place  for  landing  a  body  of  troops  in,  was  taken  by 

ibme  of  the  Mojlem  guard-ihips  ftationed  in  the  mouths  of  the 

Nili^  in  the  314th  year  of  the  Hejra  j  and  that  a  man,  who 

by  his  dre(s  feemed  to  be  a  perfon  of  diftindion,  was  found 

therein,  who  confefTed  that  he  was  a  fpy,  and  declared  that 

the  Chrijlians  would  foon  appear  on  the  coaft  with  a.fleet  of 

1000  fail,  and  a  numerous  body  of  land-forces  on  hoard^ 

\n  order  to  make  a  defcent.     This  news  not  a  little  alarmed 

the  governor  of  Egypt j  who  thereupon  fent  for  a  reinforce-        » 

ment  from  Syr/^,  and  took  all  other  neceflary  precautions  to 

Tender  abortive  the  enemy's  defigns.     But  the  Chrijlian  fleet 

1>eing  foon  after  ihattered  by  aftorm,  in  which' were  loft  above 

300  {hips,  and  all  the  foldiers  and  failors  therein  drowned; 

.jche  Greeks  found  thcmCelves  obliged  to  make  the  heft  of  their 

-way  to  their  own  ports,  and  thereby  delivered  the  Egyptians^ 

^¥hom  they  had  ftruck  wifh  fuch  terror,  from  all  apprehen- 

^ns  of  the  invafion  with  which  they  had  been  threatened  ^. 

Before  we  conclude  what  we  have  to  fay  of  iht  ^aUf^^'^'ral 
At  Moktadery  it  may  not  be  improper  to  touch  upon  the  cha-^'^^'^ 
rafters  of  two  of  the  moft  learned  men  that  flouri(hed  in  his  ^"i^^^' 
reign.     The  famous  Mohammed  Ebn  Jaber  Ebn  Sefian  ^fewTft^'f 
jfbd'allah  Al  Harrani,  a  native  of  Batdn,  or  Baitan^  one  pf  ^^^^I^ 
'  the  dependencies  of  Harrany  and  thence  commonly  called 
jflBattAniy  or  AlhatAniy  fojuftly  celebrated  for  the  accurate '^'''^  ' 
aftronomical  obfervations  he  made  at  AraSia^  or  Aracca^  that 
is,  the  city  of  Al  Rakka  upon  the  EuphrateSy  departed  this 
life  in  the  317th  year  of  the  Hejra,    This  great  mathe- 
matician and  philofopher  profefled  the  Sabian  religion,  which 
chiefly  prevailed  at  the  time  of  his  biith  in  the  city  ofHarrany 
'and  all  the  adjacent  traft  belonging  to  it.   And  for  this  reafon 
it  is,,  that  his  tables  are  called  the  Saltan  Tables.     He  l>eg^ 
**his  obfervations  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  264,  and  concluded 
them  in  3065  though  the  fixed  flars  are  plai:ed  therein,  ac- 

k  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  195 — 198.    Euttch.  ubi  fup.  f. 
524 — 527.  Georo*.  Cedren.  &  JoA^.  ZoNAR.  ubi  fup. 
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tecord!ii|  to  tlieir  fituation,  in  the  year  299.  In  tfae  320th  fear 
of  the  /^'rtf,  according  to  Mu'l-Faraj^  died  Atu  Beer  AU^ 
bammed  Ebn  Zacaria^  Zecharlahy  or  Zacarias  AIPm^^  a  perCni 
extremely  well  verfed  in  all  kinds  of  anttent  learning,  though 
he  excelled  moft  in  phytic,  and  is  (lifed  the  phoenix  of  his  age 
by  that  writer.     However,  Ofalba^  the  auttioj;  of  The  Lkrn 
$f  ibe  Pbjficians^  quotes  two  wrif^fs ;  one  of  ii(rhoni  places 
the  death  of  AtRdvu  either  about  the  year  of  the  Hejra  290, 
or  a  little  after  300,  and  the  other  in  the  year  310,  or  32a. 
Jbulfeda  relates,  that  he  died  in  the  31  id),  and  Ebn  SA§taah 
foM  his  deceafe  in  the  131  oth,  year  of  the  Moflem  sera.   In 
bis  younger  years,  he  gave  hioifelf  up  intirely  to  mufic  ;  bm 
afterwards  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  with  lb 
much  fuccefs,  that  he  made  a  wonderful  progrefi  in  entry 
branch  of  it,  and  compofed  a  great  number  of  books  bodi 
Upon  phyfical  and  philofophical  fubjeds«     He  firft  prpfided 
Over  tile  hofpital  either  at  Raj  of  JondifMr^  and  after- 
wards for  a  time  over  that  at.  Baghdad.    He  got  webs,  or 
pearls,  in  his  eyes,  by  immoderate  eating  of  beans  ^  and, 
towards  the  dofe  of  his  life,  loft  both  of  them.(>y  catarads. 
He  would  not  permit  an  oculift,  who  came  to  couch  hts 
eyes,  to  touch  them  with  his  inflrument,  becaufe  he  could 
not  tell  of  how  many  tunicles,  or  little  coats,  the  eve 
did  confift;  faying  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  not  lb  deS- 
fous  of  recovering  his  fight,  as  he  had  already  feen  enough  of 
the  world  to  make  him  naufeate  and  abhor  it.    W^e  are  told, 
that  he  fpent  almoft  all  his  time  in  writing,  either  adverfariaor 
fair  copies  of  books.     He  is  faid  to  have  penned  twelve  |Heca 
in  alchemy,  wherein  he  allerted  the  poffibllity  of  a  tranfmuta- 
tion  of  metals,  and  to  have  underftood  Urology,  or  the  ait 
of  prediAing  future  events,  from  the  afpeds  and  configura- 
tions of  the  c^lellial  bodies.    He  was  liberal,  munificent,  and 
courteous  to  all  men ;  aS  likewife  extremely  charitable  to  the 
poor,  when  thev  were  iick,  not  only  giving  them  his  advice 
as  a  phyfician,  out  fupplying  all  theit  wants  in  the  mofl  ample 
manner.     Some  authors  relate,  that  he  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal phyficians  of  the  Khali f  Al  Moktader^  and  at  the  top  of 
his  profefiion  when  he  was  not  above  forty  years  of  age.  This 
is  the  dodor  who,  in.  the.  fchools  of  phyfic,  is  commonly  , 
called  Rhazes^  or  Rhazlsy  a  corruption  ot  Rax! ;  which  fur- 
name  he  derived  from  the  city  of  Rayy  where  he  'was  bora. 
He  has  by  fome  been  accufed  oi  Pyrrhonifm^  or  Sctptidfm^  be- 
caufe  he  did  not  fufficiently  underftand  AriJietU  in  many  par- 
ticulars.    M.  P^Herbelot  thinks,  that  he  was  the  author  of 
the  piece,  intituled,  Eibtiarat  Al  Najumiah^  which  has  been 
'abridged  in  Perjic  under  the  tide  of  Hakkam  Alalamtahyxn  the 
Frtndt  king's  library,  N*  890,  and  not  Fa'ihroddin  Ebn  Omar^ 

as 
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as  ibme  fuppofe.  AlR&zi  alfo  wrote  a  comment  upon  jfri* 
ftctk^B  treatife  'srcfi  ify^nWy  Di  Interpretationey  called  by  the 
Arabs  Bari  Armmas^  that  is,  tht  b9oi  of  intirpntation^  ac- 
cording to  fome  of  the  eaftern  writers.  Al  Ca*ii  is  reported 
to  have  told  AlRaziy  that  he  demonfirated  himfelf  to  be  ig« 
norant  of  phyfic,  by  his  not  being  able  to  cure  his  own  eyes  ^ 
to  be  a  ftranger  to  aftrology,  by  not  forefeeing  the  misfortunes 
that  came  upon  him ;  ana  to  be  unac9uainted  with  alchymy, 
by  his  poverty.  But  all  the  fads  here  mentioned  are  looked 
upon  as  envious  falflioods  by  ^(&2/7-/tfrtf/.  Baihtijbua  Bin  Ta* 
tya  and  SiniuEbn  Tbdbet  Ebn  Korra^  the  Sabfafiy  and  father 
of  Thibet  Ebn  Sendn^  the  hiftorian,  werelikewife  two  of  the 
KbaHf  Jl  Moktader^s  principal  phyficians,  and  in  mat  favour 
with  that  prince.  But  of  the  latter  of  thefe  we  mail  give  a 
more  particular  account^  at  the  conclufion  of  our  hifiory  of  ""^ 
the  following  reign  '• 

S  e  C  T.    XLI. 
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AFtbr  the  death  of  Al  Moktader^  Mdnes  propofed  that  AI  E&W 
prince's  fon  AbuU  Abbds^  who  had  been  his  pupil,  to  the/tfceads 
grandees  of  the  court  for  Kbaltf    But,  in  oppoiition  to  this^w  *r^ 
morion,  IJhak  Al  Nubakbti  thought  fit  to  obferve,  that  theJatc'*^  Al 
Kbaltf AlMoktaderh^i  been  intirely  under  the  management  and  Mokta^ 
diredion  of  his  mother,  his  aunt,  and  his  fervants  j  that  they  ^^  ^*  f^' 
(hould  be  again  in  the  fame  fituation,  if  a  minor  afcended  the  ^baliftt* 
throne ;  and  that  therefore,  as  they  now  wanted  a  prince  who 
could  govern  both  himfelf  and  his  fubjeds,  thev  ought  to  caft 
their  eye^  upon  Abu  Manfur  Mohammei  Ebn  AlMcftadidy  fur- 
named  Al  Kiher  Bi'llahj  as  the  moft  proper  perfon  of  the 
houfe  of  Al  Abbas  to  be  advanced  to  the  Khalifat.  Mtinesj  for 
fome  rime,  ihewed  himfelf  extremely  averle  to  the  elevation 
of  yfl  KAher^  as  being  perfedly  well  acquainted  with  the  cruel 
and  avaricious  difpofition  of  that  prince.     However,  he  fuf- 
feird  himfelf  at  laft  to  be  perfuaded  by  Al  Nubakbti  to  concur 
urith  the  other  great  officers  in  the  election  of  the  new  Kbaltf, 
affified  at  his  inauguration,  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
bim.    Al  Kdhevy  upon  his  acceffion,  conferred  the  office  of 
JH^ebj  that  is,  chamberlain,  .or  mafter  of  Vis  chamber,  up- 
on BaHkj  ordered  all  AlMoktad^r's  children  and  domefiics  to 
be  brought  before  him,  and  caufed  them  to  be  tortured,  to 
force  them  to  confefs  what  fums  of  money  his  predeceiTor  bad 

*  Grbo.  Abu*l.Paraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  roi—— 293.  Ism.  Astrt* 
FBO.  in  chron.  ad  an.  Hej.  317.  OsaIba,  Ebu  Shohnah,  D*Hsr* 
BBL. Biblioth. orient,  art.  Satan,  p.  193,  ieart.^au,  p.  712,  71^. 
Vide  ctiam,Gotii|  opt.  adMfragan.  p.  213,  214^  251*  a^a. 
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dTfttrbuftd.  atnbttgft  them.    He  affo  put  his  Tnodiet-fa-!*# 
Sh(fh^  6x  S^fj  %o  the  rack,  to  oblige  her  to  produce  the  le- 
ihalnder  bf  her  mcney  and  her  jewels,  after  (he  had  dieipofitei 
hi  hi&  hands  all  her  rich  ctoaths,  hei"  mod  valuable  fbniitafc^ 
and  other  efFefls,  and  100,006  dinirs.    However,  flic  pcr- 
iifted  In  the  declaration  (he  had  made  upon  oath,  that  fbe  huA 
Dothing  remaining  in  her  pofleilion  of  any  real  value ;  tlidi^h 
two  peiibns  afTeitingth^  contrary  appeared  ks  evidences  aninft 
her.    Thils  fo  ini'aged  the  Khalifa  that  lie  commanded  her, 
though  then  very  infirm,  and  even  iick  of  the  drdpfy,  to  be 
ftript  naked,  and  hung  op  by  the  heels,  with  her  head  dowm 
wards,  in  fuch  a  pofture  that  her  urine  ran  all  over  her  bod^. 
Nay^  he  is  faid  not  only  to  have'  expofed  to  public  view^  but 
^ven  to  l^ave  kicked  and  beaten,  thofe  parts  that  tnoAtStf  in* 
joinis  her  fe^  to  cottceal.    In  the  midft  of  her  tortures^  how- 
ever, (he  had  courage  enough  to  tell  him  that  file  was  his  mo- 
theF,  and  to  reproach  him  with  ingratitude ;  (he  having  onoe 
diverted  the  Khaltf  7tl  A(t$ktadir;  her>fo^,  from  his  refislo* 
tion,  when  he  had  determined  to  put  him  to  death.     This 
.  .    monfter's  own  mother,  according  to  fome  of  the- eafiem  wa- 
ters, was  named  Fenun.  He  is  faid  to  have  made  Mohammed £$m 
Al  Kafem  his  Viftr^  foon  after  he  took  the  government  upon 
him ;  thoiigh  feveral  authors  make  Ebn  Mokkhhis  firft  Vifr., 
Two  perfons  of  diftindion,  called  Ebn  Sabna  and  Ehn  M- 
dayoy  were  fent  by  the  Khatifoi  Kairwdn  this  year  to  Sio^, 
to  mulS  the  Mojiems^  probably  for  the  depredations  they  com- 
initted  in  the  C^rj/7itf«  territories,  there.     About  the  iame 
time,  died  Abu  Amru  Mohammed  Ebn  Tufef^  the  learned  K££ 
of  Baghdidy  Abu' I  Hafan  Ebn  SaUh^  one  of  the  followers  of 
|he  famous  Al  Shafei^  and  Abu  Nbaim  Abialmakc^  a  learned 
and  religious  Mojlem  6i  the  fame  fed.    Al  Kahcr  BPUab  was 
created  Khaltf  at  Baghdad^  the  28th  of  Shawaly  die  prefem 
year  ". 
He  tuts  tff    The  following  year,  being  the  321ft  of  the  Rijra^  begin- 
/t<ueral  of  xwag  Jan,  i{(,  933,  and  not  the  322d  of  thataera,  as  we  find 
bis  great    advanced  by  M.  D*Herbeloty  Al  Kaher  gave  the  charge  of  Vifir 
men*  to  the  famous  Ebn  Moklah  (if  he  had  not  that  honourable  poft 

conferred  upon  him  the  preceding  year) ;  who,  according  to  an 
eaftern  writer  of  good  repute,  hrft  formed  the  beautiful  dsa- 
ra^er  now  ufed  by  the  Arabs  from  the  Cujic,  About  this  time, 
^the  A!^tf/(/* commanded  Ahmed  Ebn  Al  Moilafi  to  be  confined' 
in  a  houfe  by  himfelf,  where  he  foon  pined  away  with  grief. 

V  •«»  Greo.  AbuVFaraj^  ubi^up.  p.  293,  294.  Eutych.  obi 
*fup.  p.  526,  527.  Al  Makxn,  ubi  fup.  p.  198- — r2oo.  Isw. 
Abulfed.  ad  an|^  Hej.  320.  Khomdkmii^  Chron.  Sic.  CaDtafar. 

aUi  fup. 
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Sk^it  or  Sa*fi  JlMoitader's  mother,  <Ue<}  (his  jaar>  after  ^ 

jE'i^^  had  thoroughly  pillaged  her,  ftript  her  of  all  her  poffbfr 

fions^  «nd  treated  her  in  a  moft  barbarous  (Qaxuier.    This  ai^4 

f^)cr  iuftaoces  of  his  avarice  m4  crueky  Ip  alienated  the  aiFe.gr 

dons  of  BaltJt,  /lU  his  fon,  Ebn,  Moklah^  Ahmed  Ein  JiairaCy  and 

Mums^  who  was  at  jirft  incHned  to  favour  Mme4.  Mu\l  Mhas 

Ebn  JlMoitader's  pretcnfipns  to  thr  J^haHfaty  from  AlKaher^  . 

ihat  they  confpired  againft  hipi,  and  came  to  a rdolutioD  to  de^ 

pqie  him.    But  TMarif^  Qr  l^ari/y  Al  Saccari  having  found 

means  to  convey  himfelf  into  the  palace  in  woman's  doathi; 

AOtwitbAs^dio^  the  confpiratofs  had  pqfS^fled  rhemfelve)  of  aU 

^be  avenues  to  It,  and  dif<^ver/;d  the  whole: ^fFair  to  ihtKbaUfi 

(hat  princf ,  thus  oppoxfunely  informed  of  the  defign,  by  dif 

nOift^iiQe  of  the  depeiideots  of  Tufef  Kbu  dhuH  Sajy  got  Baltic 

b^  ion  Alf,  Mumsy  and  Jhpwi  Ebn  Zairacy  into  hts  hands; 

J9ja4  i9irdered.aU  their  heads  tp  he  cut  off..    As  for  £in  Ah^ 

/M19  \^  <nade  his  efcape  to  lf^4>fety  where  be  kept  hrmielf  con- 

SP^f4  till,  by  the  affiftance  of  ^/iwi,  ith^  chief,  .of.  the  TurAi/h 

adUitia,  ftr  jr^ther  the  leader  of  the  ps^tifans  of  VvfifEbn  JbuU 

.9i4iy  h^^i^-pught  about  a  nf  w  revolution  ^t  tkt^A^Jkm  court. 

f^  W9I  fe?i:eeded  by  Abu  Jaafar  Mohammad  Ebn  A\  Kafewi 

.IP  tilf  :A)hIiiPt  poft  of  Vlfoy  or  fVazir. .    Thcifame  year,  2i- 

fm  .^,wr(?nV  tbe^gpvernw  qf  EgypU  whom  wrehavc  akcady 

4>  pfte®.  mentioned,  died  ^t  Mtfr^  or  /ft  f  j/?4/,  apd  was  fuo- 

1:^^^  by  Aba  Bfcr  Mphammfd  Ebn  Ta^jy  -ox  Tagaj^  furoamcd 

Jff'^iWdjy  a^  h^  waa  foon  after  by  Ahmed  Ebn  Kdigaiag.  Ebn 

i^lw.  9n4  E^n  Aldiya  murned  thia  year  tn  AfrUa^  but  nwt 

firitj^  f^  very  indifferent  reoepliop  from  the  KhfHf  of  KmrwAir^ 

^at  ^iQCfS  bpng  highly  di^eafed  with  their  condudl.    About 

tbif  ti[Bft3  aQj;Qrdio9  to  Abulfipda^  commenced  the  dynafty  of  , 

ii^P  BMyanh  which  ^was  fpund^ d  by  one  Bui^y  a  Dtylamitiy 

§f  r4^.  €xtra<^ion,  furnamed  Abu  Sbaja\    jiHiL  Bur  Ma^ 

kATfrnni  £bn  41  H^fiuy  PomfboAly  knQ>Kh  hy  the.  name  or 

bxxtm^.Qi Ebn  Ihrsidh-^  celebrated  poet  and  phi)9loger9 

|firho  w^P^e  a  great  number  of  learned  books,  but  was  too 

^  pouch  ^ven  to  wine  and  mufip,  died  in  the  mpnth  of  Sh^abt^^ 

mivf%  ^t  ithe  time  of  his  death  at>Dut  ninety-eight  yeara  of 

9gr ;  f^.  did  iii^e wife,  qn  ihn  ^me  day,  AbuHdfi>an  Ebn  A&y 

.  9  Mof^%»HU  ibphift,  or  m4taphyfigiah,  bqrn  in  the  year  of 

Xh^fifj^a  S47»     Both  of  the&  learner)  men  were  interred  in 

,  tbf  cpfluqioniurying-fJaice  9XjB»gbddd.    Mtimr^ed  Ebn  Tu- 

fff  Al  Farbdri,  fo  denominated  \rom  Farlar^  a  town  in  the 

j^^mt0rj  ^f  Bfikb&^^y  ^lafec)  by  fome  of  tlic'es^crfi  writers  at 

^  fmall  .diftance  from  the  .Oxus^  whei^e  he  was  born  in  the 

year -of  ^he  Hsjra  231,  (who  had  been  acquaihted  with  t^e 

>  Damons'  Al  Pghhari)  and  Aim  Jaafsrr  Ahntd  EhH  Afsba^tnea 

Al  Azdi^  the  principf^l  of  the  fed  of  Abu  Hantfq,  in  Egyft^ 

.  /  M  m  3       .  tw^ 
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(wo  men  of  great  piety  and  erudition,  alfo  departed  tbif 
life,  the  prefent  year.     We  muft  not  forget  to  obfcrve,  that 
the  Khalif  Al  Kiber  commanded  the  heads  of  the  ooofpira- 
tors  to  be  expofed  to  public  view  in  all  the  principal  ftreets  of 
Baghdad ».      ^ 
Al  Kaher      The  next  year,  being  the  322d  of  the  Hejra^  commeoc* 
ii  diffid,  ing  Dicemhr  22d,  933,  Ehn  Moklah  excited  the  Sajians  and 
liajarians  to  a  revolt  againft  Al  Kaher ^  by  infinuating  to  their 
leaders,  that  he  had  broken  hts  word  with  regard  to  BaliJt^ 
his  fon  Jlsj  Ahmid  Bin  Zasracy  and  AtineSy  whom  he  bad 
put  to  death,  after  he  had  promifed  them  their  lives,  and  taken 
them  under  his  protedion ;  that  he  had  ferved  many  odier 
perfons  of  tranfcendent  merit  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  tfaat^' 
in  ibort,  they  themfelves  had  great  reafon  to  be  afi^id  of 
his  perfidious  condud.     Secret  conferences  were  likewife 
held  between  him  and  Sima^  general  of  the  Sofiam  and 
Hajariansy  who  had  all  the  Turkijb  militia  at  his  devfatkm^ 
whom  he  fometimes  vifited  in  women's  cloaths,  ibmctimes 
in  the  habit  of  a  common  beggar,  and  at  othen  in  that  of 
a  blind  mendicant  $  wherein  the  plan  of  operations  relative  lo 
.the  depofitton  of  die  Khalif  was  gradually  fettled  and  ad- 
jured.   Not  content  with  this,  he  alfo  made  a  prefimt  to 
&imS%  aftrologer  of  200  dinitrsy  and  another  to  hb  interpreter 
of  dreams,  engagmg  them  thereby  to  affift  him  in  die  exec«- 
.tion  of  this  plan,  and  b^  their  predidions  and  interpretation^ 
toinfpirethe  general  himfelf  with  fuch  fentiments  as  mi^ 
impel  him  to  a£t  vnth  vigour  in  die  affair.    The  former  of 
.thefe,  therefore,  alTured  Arini,  that  his  borofcope  indicated  a 
"violent  death  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  Khalif -y  and  die  lat- 
ter, that  his  dreams  pointed  out  to  him  the  fame  thing.   This 
h  alarmed  and  tertified  Sifn&y  that,  in  his  defence,  heiefidvcd 
-to  drive  JlKAbir  from  the  throne  as  fooa  as  poffible;  (if 
which  ihcFiJir  being  informed,  he  fent  SaUmy  or  SmUmiay  tie 
.Khalifs  chamberlain,  zhdlfay  hisphyfician,  to  apprise  him  of 
the  danger  he  was  in.   '  But  Al  Kdher  having  fpent  the  greateft 
part  of  the  night  iii  carouling,  and  being  then  afleep,  upon 
their  arrival  at  the  palace,  they  were  not  permitted  to  feelum*' 
Soon  after  this,  the  Sdjians  slnd  Hajariam  forced  their  way 
into  the  palace,  poflefled  themfelves  of  evenr  apartment  dicrt, 
and  by  the  noife  diey  made  on  thU  occauon  awaked  him  ;* 
when,  |,>eing  firuck  v^ith  terror,  he  bid  himfelf  under  the  roof, 
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or  covertly,  of  a  bagnio,  wber^  he  for  a  fhort  tiipe  Uy  con- 
cealed. But  the  rebels  foon  difcoyered  him,  took  him  from 
thence^  deprived  hiin  of  the  ufe  of  bis  eyp$  with  a  red-hot  iron, 
threw  him  into  prifoni  ^nd  plundered  the  city  of  Baghd&d,  A 
little  before  his  depofitionjhe  put  to  death  IJhak  Al  Nubakhti^ 
who  had  been  fo  inftrumental  in  his  elevation  to  thtKhali/at. 
Al  Kaher  was  depofed  on  Wednejday^  the  fixth  of  the  former 
ycmaddj  after  he  had  reigned  about  one  year  and  feven  months, 
and  Was  fucceeded hyAomedMu'lJbbas  Bbn  Al Moktader^fviX' 
named  AlRAdi^  or  AlR&di  BPUah'^  he  himfelf^  according  to 
jfl  AfakiTiy  Baying  been  th^  firfl  who  faluted  hiiT)  Khallf,  How- 
ever, if  we  will  Dcljcve  Abulftda^  he  could  not  be  prevailed 
i|pon,  by  any  means  whatfoever)  to  abdicate,  before  propef 
witneil^,  ^he  Khalifat.  AlKciher  rems^ined  in  a  (late  of  cpnr 
finement  till  the  latter  Rabiy  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  333, 
when  the  KhaltJ Al  Mgttaki  releafed  him,  and  tent  him  home. 
After  he  had  recovered  his  liberty,  he  was  reduced  to  fuch  exr 
treme  poyerty,  that  he  found  himf(!;iiF obliged  to.  beg  on  Fridays 
sit  the  door  of  the  great  mofcjue  ip  Baghdad,  The  fon  of  Abu 
Jldufa  Al  Hdjhemt  once  gave  him  a  thoufand  dirhtms  there. 
Another  perfon,  according  to  Al  MaktH^  at  a  certain  time  faw 
him  in  rags  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  people,  that  reforted  to 
the  mofque  of  Al  Manjuvy  in  the  following  terms :  **  Remem- 
f  *  ber  him  who  was  formerly  your  Khalifa  and  is  now  reduced 
f'  to  the  neceflity  of  afking  you  for  alms/'  He  died  either  ill 
Ac  338th,  or  tlie  339th,  year  of  th^  If^jra ;  being  then,  ac- 
ipording  to  fome,  fifty-two,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  fifty-five, 
years  of  age;  and  ^^s  buried  in  theboufc  oiEbnThaher.  He 
was  rafli^  cruel,  avaricious,  and  a  perfon  of  a  v<ry  iniquitous 
condu^.  li\sJVq%irSy  or  ViJirS'i  were  Ebn  Moklah^  Moham- 
ptea  Ebn  Al  Kaffin  Eb'n  AbSalkh^  Ahmed  Ebn  AhcSallah  Ah 
tlafarii^  and  Ija  \  and  his  chamberlains  Ea^tk^  Alt  Ebn  Ba- 
ftky  and  Sqlama  Al  Toltini.  The  firft  day  of  l\is  reign  was 
7hurfday^  and  the  laft  Wednefday\  but  the  infcripiion  of  his 
(eal  has  not  been  handed  down  to  us.  We  mufl  beg  leave  to. 
remark  here,  that  &did  Ebn  Batrik^  a  native  of  ^/  Foflaty 
was  conftituted  patriarch  of  Alexanc^ria^  and  received  the  name 
of  Anba  Eutychius,  the  ?th  of  Safar,  the  preceding  year,  bo- 
■  ing  the  32rft  of  the  fffjra^  s^ndthe  firft  of  Al  Kaher\  rcign^ 
He  was  at  firft  a  phyf^cian,  of  the  Mekhit^  pcrfuafion,  and^ 
|tt  the  lime  of  his  promotion,  about  fixty  ye^rs  qf  age  o^ 
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Some  far-  MiRKHOND  writes,  that  the  Khalif  Al  Kaher  owed  his  ad- 
tber  far-  vancement  to  Munis j  the  eunUch,  who  had  been  his  mafter 
ticulars  and  governor ;  but  that  he  foon  forgot  his  obligations  to  that 
relating  gehcral,  and  ordered  him,  together  with  many  other  fervants 
tok\  Ka*  of  ths! Khaltf  M  Moktader^  to  be  put  to  death.  The  fame 
her.  author  likewife  obferves,  that  Munes  was  a  perfon  of  an  extra- 

ordinary fize ;  and  that  his  head  was  fo  large,  that  his  brains, 
b^g  taken  out  of  it,  after  it  had  been  cut  off,  weighed  fix 
pounds  of  Baghdad ;  upon  which,  a  Perjian  poet  thought  fit  to 
remark,  that  the  larger  any  head  was,  the  greater  number  ofin* 
firmities  it  was  fubjeft  to.  After  this  execution,  continues  that 
hifionan,the  dependents  and  domeftics  oi  Yufef  ELn  Abu^l SSj^ 
excited  a  tumult  in  Baghdad^  during  which,  they  talked  cf 
placing  yihu  Jhmed  Ebn  Al  MoSlafi  upon  the  Mejkm  throne. 
j1{  Kaher^  having  been  appri^d  of  this,  commanded  jfbu 
Ahmed  to  be  brought  before  him  ^  and,  after  having  fent  him 
into  the  Haratn^  themoft  retired  part  of  the  palace  where  the 
w6mea  lived,  ordered  him  to  be  nailed  with  four  nails  to  the 
wall  of  one  of  the  chambers  there ;  tho',  according  to  fooie  of 
the  Arab  writers,  this  poor  prince  was  only  immured  in  that 
placQ,  where  he  foon  after  ended  his  davs.    Whilft  Abu  Ah- 
midvns  in  this  wretched  fituation,  Al  Kaher  fent  for  one  j&m 
Tfihya^  a  man  of  the  gown,  who  was  very  rich,  and  told  him 
he  wanted  200,000  dinars.     Abu  Tahya  declared  to  the  Kba-' 
lify  that  he  was  not  able  to  fupply  him  with  fo  large  a  fum. 
Upon  which,  that  prince  faid  to  him,  ^<  Abu  Ahmedy  who  is 
^'  within  here,  aflured  me  that  you  could,  and  he  would  ad- 
<^  vife  you  to  do  it."    Abu  Tahya  then  ftepped  into  the  room 
where  Abu  Ahmed  was  confined,  and,  to  his  infinite  furprize, 
faw  him  there  nailed  to  the  wall.    This  fight  ftruck  him  with 
fuch  terror,  that  he  immediately  furnifhed  Al  Kaher  with  the 
money  demanded  of  him,  and  bv  that  means  maintained 
himfelf  in  the  pofleffion  of  all  ots  dignities  and  employ* 
ments  P. 
Ifa  Ebn         Amongst  the  learned  nien  that  flourifhed  in  Al  Kdber\ 
Yufef        reign,  we  may  rank  Ifa^  already  mentioned  here,  and  Senin 
Ebn  Al      Ebn  Thibet  Mhn  Kffrraby  likewife  taken  notice  of  above,  both 
Attkrand  of  them  phyficians  to  that  prince.     J/a  was  the  fon  of  one 
Senan    ^    Yufe/y  who  went  under  the  name  of  Ebn  Al  AttoTy  and  was  a 
Ebn  Tba-  great  favourite  of  the  Khalif  he  had  the  honour  to  ferve.  Such 
bet  Ebn     confidence  did  Al  KBhef^  repofe  in  Ifa^  that  he  frequently  fent 
'^^Ai    ^y  ^^"^  ^^^  conmiands  to  the  Ftfiry  and  imparted  many  fecrets 
^fr^  ^    to  him.     As  for  Sendn  Ebn  Thdbety  he  likewife  had  good  in- 
?  ^I'/    terefl  with  his  mailer ;  but  was  not  fomuch  efteemed  by  him 
l^bySdani  ^  ^^^  '^  ^^^  Tufef  Ebn  Al  Attar ^    However,  the  Khalifa 
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being  now  and  then  not  a  little  pleafed  with  his  converfation» 
prefled  hini  to  embrace  J^ohammedifm ;  which,  for  fome  time,^ 
he  fi'ffly  refufed,  but,  as  he  was  extremely  afraid  of -^Z  £i* 
A^r*s -ferocity,  he  at  laft  agreed  to  do  it,  ai\d  accordingly  pro-^ 
fefled  himfelf  a  MoJUm.     After  which,  he  continued,  during 
a  certain  term,  in  the  Khalifs  fcrvicc ;  but  being  often  terri- 
fied by  Ji  Kaher*s  commands,  he  found  himfelf  obligedto  fly 
into  Khfrafattj  from  whence  he  afterwards  returned  to  Bagb* 
dad^  where  he  died  in  the  331ft  year  6f  the  Hejra,  The  fol- 
lowing merry  ftory  has  been  told  of  this  ^^nan  by  AbiiUFaraj% 
Xbe  AbaHfonzt  commanded  him  to  examine  the  pliyficians 
of  Baghdad^  in  order  to  difcover  their  abilities,  and  fes  whe^ 
ther  or  no  they  impofed  upon  his  fubje6b.     Soon  after  he  had 
received  this  order,  a  pcrfon  of  gravity  and  a  v^  goo4  ai^eft,' 
exceedingly  well  drefled,  cam^  to  him  to  be  examined ;  upon' 
which,  StnAn^  having  firfl  paid  hb  refpefb  to  him  in  a  proper 
manner,  defired  him  to  give  afpecimen  of  hi»ftiHin  phyiiC| 
and  to  name  the  do6tor  who^  had  inftmfted  him  in  Chat  art.' 
Upon  this,  the  other  took  a  paper  out  of  his  fleeve,  that  con-* 
tained  in  it  a  certain  number  of  £n6rs^  laid  it  down  before 
Sendn^  and  frankly  told  him  that  he  knew  nothing  at  allof  the^ 
matter;  that  he  could  neither  write  nor  read  5  but  thatj  as  he* 
fupported  hinifelf  and  his  family  by  his  prance,  he  begged  he- 
would  not  ruin  him,  by  telHrtg  the  truth  to  the  Khafff,  To  this  * 
S^drij  who  could  not  forbear  laughing  at  wliac  he  heard,  re- 
p9ied,  that  he  would  not  expofe  him,  provided  he  would  pro- 
mile  never  to  attend  a  patient  whofe  dtftemper  he  did  not  un- 
derfbind,  and  that  he  would  neither  prcfcribfc  ^lebotomy  nor 
cathartics  in  any  cafes  but  fuch  as  were  perfeflly  well  known 
to  him.    This  the  doflor  iradily  agreed  to,  faying  at  the  feme 
time,  that  he  never  ventured  beyond  oxymel  and  a  julep, 
"when  he  prefcribed  to  his  patients  i  and  immediately  left- 
him.     The  next  day,   a^  young  phyfician  of  an  agreeable 
mien,  in  a  neat  and  decent  drefs,  waited  upon  Senin^  who' 
afked  him  to  whom  he  was  obliged  for  his  knowlcge  in  the 
artheprofeiled.  The  other  anfwercd,**  To  my  fathcr/*"Who 
<*  is  your  father  ?"  fard  Senan,  **Thc  doSor,'* replied  the  younp 
man,  **  Who  was  with  you  yefterday.*'  '*A  noble  do<Elor, truly  1*^ 
replied  Seniln,    **  Do  you,"  continued  he,  *'  prefcribe  in  the 
«*  fame  manner  ?*'  ^*  Always,"  returned  the  young  phyfician.' 
•<  Take  care  then,"  faid  Sen&n^  «*  that  you  go  on  as  yo« 
*«  have  done,  improve  in  your  profeffion  as  your  father  does, 
«*  that  he  may  have  a  fon  as  like  him  (rather  than  go  inpeace^ 
as  Dr.  Pocock  has  tranflated  the  original  AralU  here)  as  pof-' 
«*  fible."     All  SenarCs  works  are  held  in  great  efteem.     H^ 
'was  an  excellent  aftronomer,  and  one  who  had  rendered  him-*' 
^elf  famous  throughout  the  eaft.    Nor  is  this  to  be*  wondered 
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ftt>  fince  the  foi/Vivx,  ^hofe  religion  both  he  and  bis  ancefton 
profefled,  cultivated  the  ftudy  of  aftronomy  above  any  other 
fe£i  or  nation,  during  the  period  we  are  now  upon.  As  the 
KbaUfM  Kdber  obliged  Senan  tq  embrace  Mtbammedifm^  he 
has  been  furnamed  Jl  Kabcru  or  the  Kabcriaiu  by  uune  of 
the  Pfxent^  venter;  9. 

■v. 
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AlRlA'iV  A  Ftsr  the  depoiitiQnofi//£f^/r,  his  xiephrw  ^V/ W»»ai 
frodaim-  •fA.  Ahmid  Ehn  AlMoktader^  furnamed  AlRadiy  or  AlRa^ 
$d  KhaKf,  B^Uah^  was  taken  out  of  the  prifon  wherp  he  haid  been  confined 
by  that  prince,  and  plac^  upon  tl>e  Mefim  throne.  This  hap- 
pened on  the  fijicth  of  the  former  Jmiada^  the  very  day  hia 
i|nde  was  depofed.  The  new  Kbalif%  mother  was  denomi* 
jiated  Taluffij  according  to  Jl  Maiin.  Upon  his  acccffion, 
jfii  Ehn  I  fa  petitioned  for  the  poftof  f'^r;  but  the  new  Khalif 
told  him,  that  Ehp,  Mo^l^b  was  better  qualified  to  take  upoQ 
himfelf  the  govemq»ept  of  the  empire  in  the  prefent  critical 
fituation  of ^^iSFairs ;  and  therefor^  he  9Qnferred  upon  him  that 
SMrduous  chsiij;^.  Abot|t  tt^is  time,  MftriovA)  Ehn  Ramny  the 
king,  or  prince,  of  Deflaniy  overthrew,  in  feyeral  engagements. 
Ma* bean  Ehn  M^i^  took  Ainid^  or  Jtmid^  in  A^efip9t4imiay  and 
poffefled  himfelf  of  the  prpvince  oiTabreflin  j  Motabar  Atffa^ 
the  ^ha^f%  lieutenant  of  Klmajany  not  being  able  to  make 
head  againft  him  there.  It  appears  from  fome  of  th^  cafiem 
writers,  that  Al  Kahir^  a  little  before  he  was  depofed^  granted 
to  AdardavAj  Ehn  RamAz  the  inveftiture  of  ic^,  Mcarkah^ 
Zanjttn^  and  Ahhar^  upon  condition  that  he  reftorcd  the 
city  of  Esfabdn^  from  whence  h%  brother  Wufmalun  had  drir 
Ten  the  fanio^is  Al^  Ahiil  Hafan  Amado^ddawh  Ehn  Bttiya  a 
little  before.  With  this  propofal  MardatAj  immediately 
elofed,  apd  recalled  his  brother  from  Esfabany  but  (bon  after 
nceiving  advipej  that  AlKaher  was  depofed,  and  his  nephew 
Al  B^dt  advanced  to  the  Khalif  (a  j  he  lent  Wafmakin  with  all 
,  poflible  expeflition  to  feize  again  upon  that  city,  and  tofecure 
to  himf^lf,  without  delav,  the  poueiSon  of  Ray ^  Abwdzj  and 
Firs.  He  alfo  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Amodc'd' 
4awla  Ehn  Buiya',  the  principal  article  of  which  was,  that 
each  party  fhodd  keep  poflei&on  of  what  he  had  made  him- 
,     4lf  i^?iftfC  9lf*    {t  ^PP^i^  f^9P^  Ahulfeda^  th^  Joannfs  Cwr-^ 
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cuaSy  the  imperial  general,  invaded  die  Mojlem  territories^  and 
took  the  city  of  malatia^  after  a  long  and  obftinate  fiege,  the 
fiift  day  of  the  latter  Jornada^  the  prefent  year^  After  the 
furrender  of  the  place,  he  fent  a  detachment  of  his  troopa  ti^ 
condud  die  Mcflem  garifon,  that  had  made  a  brave  defenoCj^ 
to  one  of  the  Kballf^  fortreiTes,  and  reduced  a  large  extent 
of  territory  to  the  obedience  of  the  emperor.  Ahn  Mobam^ 
md  Obpfallah  Al  MMiy  the  firft  of  die  F^mitt  KbaSfi 
ai  Katrwdnj  died  the  I4di  of  the  former  RaKy  after  he  had 
leigned  twentv-four  yean^  three  months,  aad  lix  days,  the 
prdientyear;  beii^  at  the  time  of  his  death  (C)  about  fifty* 
three,  or,  according  to  AMfida^  fixty-three,  years  of  ageb 
He  was  iucceeded  oy  his  fon  Abu' I  Kafim  Mpbmnmti^  fiii> 
named  AlKajem^  who  was  created  KhaUfzt  AlMMia^  the 
day  his  father  expired ;  though  the  MoJUmoi  Sicily^  for  near 
fix  months,  heard  nothing  of  this  remarkable  event  Nay,  if 
ive  will  believe  Ahutfeda^  the  new  Khalifa  for  reafons  of  flate» 
concealed  his  father^  death  a  whole  year.  About  the  fame 
time,  AJfu  AU  Mtbamnud  Al  Xudiiri  and  Al  Hofein  Ebn  Ab^ 
d*allab  Al  Najaf  (or  the  weaver),  two  of  the  principal  Sufo^ 
as  well  as  Abu  Noaim  Al  Jerjdni  Al  AJurab^  and  M^hamr 
Hud  Ebn  AU  £bn  Jaafar  Al  KattdfUy  2.  ctlebrat^  fcholar  of 
jOJpmddf  two  very  learned  men^  departed  this  life.  We  are 
tola  by  Abul/idd  and  the  CambriJk^  Cbrmconj  that  Abi^l  Kor 
fern  fent  a  bodj^  of  his  troops  intajtaly^  that  reduced  the  city 
•of  Gihoa^  and  made  a  defcent  npoi^  the  iiland  of  Sar^niay  th^ 
fisilowibg  year  % 

'  Al  MAKiN,abi  fop.  p^soi.fo^.  Gasc.  ABoVFAaAj,«bi 
{ap.'p.  301.  EvTTCK.  ttbifup«  p.  52$,  529.  A3ULFBD.  ttbi  fiip. 
l>'HBaBiL.  j^ifaliotli.  orienc.  p.  555.  Chrcoi.  Sic.  Cant.  p.  i^ 
Joan.  Sa?t.  Carvs.  Saracenic,  rts.  epit.  p.  99,  Panormi^  1 720. 

(C)   ErpiHwt^   in  l^ift  Latin  ?Jinns  the  fouoder  of  the  dj^- 

verfion  oijl  Makin^  mtk^i  M  nafty  of  the  Fat  emit  es  to  have 

21fi9i&^/ tQhavebeeB53  years  old  been  boro  in  the  year  of  the 

at  the-  time  of    his  deceafe;  /f^^Va  269,'and  confequently  to 

Whereas,  according  to  the  ori-  have  been 'about  fifty- three  years 

ginal  jfr^^/r,  both  in  the  0;r/^r^  old  at  the  time  of  his  deatL 

manafcripty  and  that  which  he  Notwithftanding  *  which,  AbtJ- 

tranflatedy  this  prince  was  only  fedd  ('4)  aad  Ebn  Sbobttab  (^) 

thirty 'yters  of  age  when' he  makethe  322dyear  of  the  tf^'-            ^ 


died.'  However,  it-xnoft  be  ra,  in  which  he  died,  to  have 
Owned,  that  J  I  Malta  (3),  or  been  coincident  with  the  63d 
father  the  hiflorian  he  follows,    year  of  hid  age. 

(3)  AlMakin,  hiji,  Sar\  p,  187   20X.  (4)  Jfm.  /ihulftd,  sJ.  anr.  Bj, 

3W.  (5)  EbnSbuknab,  '' 

BiFO&S 
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'  BsFonB  we  condudft  our  aGeoiinf  of  the  ton&ifiiQQt  of  die 

year  of  ,the  Hejra  322,  it  mufl  be  ohTcrvcdU  that  the  £unoiis, 
X  or  rattier  infamous,  Mohammed  Rbn  Ait  Ak  ^udmagam^  io  de* 
non^ated  from  Shabnagdxy  a  town  in  the  territory  of  IF4^ 
fits  the  place,  of  his  nativity,  ^|n3  crucified,  togctfiflr.  widi 
JtPMm  Bin  Jhu  Awn^  one  of  hia  difciples,  for  2he  impious 
opioioiis  be  maintained.  This  impoflor  held,  that  as  nsticb 
of  ttie  Deity  refided  in  created  beings,  and  particuLuly  nun, 
as  their  refpedive  capacities  would  admit  i  Chat  eveni  fatimaa 
fold  pafied  from  one  body  to  another,  ttuotM^  an  inddmiie 
aod  indeterminate  feries  of  agesi  and  that  m  Maa  the moft 
Oicellent  of  mortals,  nay  that  he  was  either  God  bimfi^or 
at  leaft  a  partaker  of  the  divine  natOre,  and  cxtrenabdy  like 
him<  Al  Sbalmag^h  with  many  of  his  IbUowers,  keptbim- 
felf  for  fome  time  concealed ;  but  at  laiEl,  in  the  month  of 
SkawAly .  ihh  year,  he  came  out  of  his  lurking-spla^ce,  and  en* 
deavoured  to  poifon  the  minds  of  the  KhflUP^  fufcieAs 
his  impious  tenets.  Being  brought  before  EtM  Maikh^  1 
whom  AllUdij  at  Sim6*$  perfiiiiiott,  had  confeircd  th^  poft 
'  <^  Wazify  he  denied  the  erroneous  opinions  lai^  to  his  dnrgei 
though  he  o^med^  that  his  folbwers  afierted  Godi  10  base 
taken  up  his  refidenee  in  him.  Eia  AMkb^  not  iatisfied  wkb 
what  he  alleged  in  his  deftnce,  fent  hiin».for  fartbcc  cx^mi* 
nation,  to  me  KbaHf\  IbtMm  Ehn  Aim  Awn  nad  IktAaa^ 
mei  Ebn  Abdiby  two  of  &is.difcipl^9at  the  £une  time  otsend^ 
ing.bfm.  Upon  the  appearance  of  tbe&  impoftois  hcfioire  the 
Khalify  he  commanded  Ebn  Abu  Awn  and  Ebu  Ab4ui  to  heat 
Al  ShalmagAni  v/\^  xhtvc  fifts,  though  they  had  notfcrupled 
to  attribute  divinity  to  him ;  wluck  the  latter  of  dieoi,  with 
no-  finall  reludance,  did,  chough  the  other,  inftead  of  doing 
it,  kifled  his  head  and  his  beard^  crying  out,  ^  My  Sup- 
^  porter,  my  Lord,  and  my  God  P*  ^/jmAim^Iim  was  then 
alked,  whether  he  had  not  a  little  before  denied,  that  he  ever 
arrogated  to  himfelf  divine  honours  i  to  which  he  anfwei^d  in 
the  aflkmative,  and  feemed  to  bUme  Ebn  Abu  Awn  for  hb  cXt 
trava^ant  condudi.  However,  being  at  laft,  pn  a  certain  day, 
exammed  by  all  the  great  dodors  of  the  law,  }ie  was  \ij  thpffi 
judged  worthy  of  death ;  and,  in  confequence  of  the  fe^tencc 
then  pafled  upon  him,  he  was,  WiOtiEbnAbuA^/imy  executed,  in 
die  month  of  Dhu'Uaadaj  at  Bagbdid.  After  the  execudpa, 
the  bodies  of  both  of  them  were  reduc^ed  to  a^es,  in  order  |o 
infpire  the  populace  widi  the  greater  abhorrence  of  their  im* 
piety.  For  a  more  particular  account  of  all  the  falafphemoiis 
tenets  propagated  by  Al  Sba/magdni  and  his  followers,  as  well 
.     as  die  Silfisy  who  were  at  leaft  very  nearly  related  to  theoi,  we 


CA:  TBe  Hipry  vf-ih  Ar$lb^^  $$1 

mtft  bt^  Uave  to  refer  oar  curiouB  redder^  to  Akt  authors  cite4 
here  '• 

In  the  year  of  the  Hfjra  323,  htpim^  Deamber  iitl^ntprin' 
$34,  AArdawrj  Ebn  RamSs^  or  Ebn  ZafiSr^  the  king  of  D^  cifal 
hm^  who  had  made  himfidf  ftnafler  of  4ij€b&l^  and  other  ad«  rvnu  9/ 
jacent  provinces^  was  affidfinlitkd  hy  fome  of  the  TurAsM,  hii  ^heyear 
lervice,  and  fuccraJed  by  \i%  brother  JVafnuikkt^  JVi^flmakm^ot  3  ^S* 
WifflmaHr.    But  of  this  we  fliaU  givt  our  readers  a  mpfc  par- 
ticular and  circumftantial  account  hcreaftw.    The  fame  jyeai^ 
Abu  TChiher^  the  Kartnatian  gtneral,  and  prince  of  H^r^  {>liili* 
dered  a  caravan,  and  put  a  greatnulnber  of  pilgrims  to  die^ocdw 
Jhi  Mcbttfttnud  Nafer$'Mawla  Ebn  Ahd^oilah  Ehn  Hamdim 
likewife  delivered  up  to  his  brother  Mi  Abu' I  Hsfim  Saffr'd^ 
dttwia  AlayifArktnj  or  MayyAfltrakinj  and  Diyir  Bmt^  the  pre* 
&nt  year.   About  the  fiime  time,  Amado'ddawla  Aii  Ebn  BiiytM 
pofieifed  himfelf  of  Esfrb^^  and  propofed  afterwards  to  fe«* 
thice  to  his  ob^edience  Hamad^  Koinm^  Ki/Mn^  Karig},  Jl 
Ray^  Kaztuiftf  Kertketvar^  and  all  the  territories  <iS  Wt^im^ 
Un.    In  the  month  of  eidier  the  htm^x  or  hitter  JmAia,  the 
troops  mutmied  at  Bt^hd^^  broke  opeh  die  hoofe  of  £te 
Al9khhy  Al  R£di'%  If^ai^r,  and  obliged  him  luid  bisTon  to  4/ 
over  the  Tigris  into  the  weflern  town;  thoi^  the  comm»- 
tion,  raifed  by  them  on  this  Gccafibn,  was  afterwards  tip- 
peafed.     The  fame  year,  died  Ibrahim  Ebn  Mabammsd  £^ 
Arafabj  commonly  called  Nafthuyab^  defcelided  from  the  fa«» 
mous  Al  MohaUib  Ebn  Abu  Safra^  who  had  formerly  l)edii  the 
'Khalifas  governor  of  Khorajdn.    He  bore  thechara^r  of  « 
moft  celebrated  grammarian,  and  was  born  in  the  year  ^f  the 
Hijra  244.    Abu  Betr  Mohammed  Ebn  T^ 'y,  or  AlAamnUd 
Ebn  Tagajy  furnailied  A  I  Akbjhtd^   fubjugal^  aUb  ^s^^ 
ivhtch  he  entered  in  the  month  of  Ramadan^  artd  annexed  ' 

it  to  the  opulent  province  of  Syria^  ^hich  he  had  befbtoe 
wrefted  out  of  the  Khalifa  hands.  Several  vioknt  Shocks 
of  an  earthquake  were  felt  in  Egypt^  the  third  oi  Dhu'lkaada^ 
Toon  after  Anba  Thiodofiusj  or  Stephen^  Who  had  -teeil  with 
MuneSy  the  eunuch,  at  Baghdidy  was  cotlflituted  patriafcli 
of  Antiocb  in  Syria.  About  the  fan^  pme,  many  of  th6lk 
•  meteors  ciiA^A  falling  Jlars^  of  a  very  remarkable  kind,  -Kko- 
wife  appeared  in  Egypt,  This  vcar,  the  followers  of  the  fa- 
mous Ahmed  Ebn  Hanbal,  who  were  Aow  become  very  nuhie- 
rous,  raifed  a  great  commotion  in  fi^^A^^/,' entering  people^s 
houfes,  fpUling  their  wine,  if  they  found  any,  beating  th\e 
finging-women  they  met  with,  and  breaking  their  inflruments 

'  Jsu.  Abvlfed.  ubi  fup.  At  Shahrestav.  apodPocock.  in 
not.  ad  fpec.  hid.  Arab.  p.  265.  D'Hsrbbl.  ubi  fdp.  in  art.  Hakem 
biamrillab.    See  alfo  Salx*i  preii<^.  difc.  p,  176, 177. 

to 
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to  pieces ;  infomuch  that  a  fevere  tiiSt  was  pobliflied  ag^ioft 

Ihem,  before  they  could  be  reduced  to  their  duty.    We  inuft 

not  forget  to  obferve,  that  Rjtnditjh^  the  M$flm  goteinor  of 

Tiabirmifij  or  Taormina,  died  there  the  preceding  year ;  nor 

that  the  Cambridge  Ckromctn  mentions  a  dreadful  tempeft  and 

inundation,  as  happening  at  PaUmu  in  Sicily^  and  deflroying 

manv  men  and  houfes  there,  in  that  we  are  now  upon  *. 

Al  Sidi        THE*folIowingyear,  being  the  324th  of  the  Hejra^  com- 

€reaiisa   mendneMv*  30tn,  935,  the  Kbalijf  AIRM^  finding  hun«» 

mimfttr     felf  pr^d  on  all  fides  by  the  ufuipera  who  had  difinembered 

fi^ritr  /#  the  Mopem  empire,  and  reduced  to  great  ftraits  by  die  inca-- 

iii  Vifir.   pacity  of  his  rifir^  created  Ahu  Bfcr  Mpbammed  Ehn  Ra^ 

Bn&r  Al  Omrk  (D),  or  affigned  him  the  chaige  of  cdimmanJimd 

9f  commandantij  which  the  title  of  Emir  Al  Omri^  that  is, 

uie  EmSr  of  Emrs^  or  the  fupreme  EwAtj  imports.     This 

Sreat  officer,  or  rather  prime  miniftcr,  was  tmfted  with 
le  adminiftrati<)n  of  all  military  afiairsM  and  tad  the  intifc 
management  of  the  finances,  in  a  mura  more  abfolute  and 
luilimited  manner  than  any  of  the  KbdBfs  Vifiri^  committed 
to  him«  Nay,  he  officiated  for  the  KhaUfin  ^  great  moique 
at  BagbdSdy  and  had  his  name  mention^  in  the  public  dirtne 
fervice  throughout  the  empire.  In  a  word,  Al  Radi  was  in- 
tirelv  governed  by  this  Ahu  Bicr  Mobammid  Bkn  Rayek  and 
bis  lecretary,  infomuch  that  he  could  not  takeout  of  thetiea* 
fury  <fingle  din^iot  his  own  ufe,  without  their  penniffion. 
As  for  £bn  Moklaby  who  was  a  perfon  of  confiderable  abib* 
'ties,  though  not  equal  to  the  poft  in  mdiich  he  had  been 
placed,  the  Kbaliflek  him  for  feme  time  in  poflcffioQ  of  the 
charge  of  Fifir ;  but  at  laft,  on  account  of  his  (huffiine  and 
pragmatical  difpofitt(m,he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  difmifi  him. 
£bH  iStf^i  came  from  fPlt/etf  over  the  people  of  which  citv  he 
then  prdided  as  governor,  or  rather  fovereign,  the  25th  of  Dkt^t- 
hajja^  to  Bagbdid,  Soon  after  which,  he  appcnntedj^ifanc^  fin 

'  AtMAXtKy  obifap.  p.  202^.203.  Greg.  AavVPAaAj.M 
fnp.  p.  301, 30is.  EvTTCK.  ubi  fup.  Abulfbd.  ad  aan.  Hq,  323. 
Chronic  Sic.  Araluc.  Cai^tabrigieDf.  p^  lo,  1 1.  JoAtt.  Bapt.  Ca- 
%iH.  abifup. 

(D)  That  the  name  of  this  rahie  larguage  Hcncethe  word 
great  officer  was  Emir  AlOmrd^  Omrd^  the  plural  oiEmir^  is  gl- 
and not  Emir  Al  Omara^^  as  we  ven  as  a  title  (7}  to  all  the  no- 
find  it  written  (6)  by  M.  D^Her-  bility  of  the  firft  rank«  in  the 
iiUtt  will  be  acknowleged  by  empire  of  the  Mogul,  or  M^* 
every  one  who  is  not  an  intire  hof,  and  in  Tartary. 
firanger  to  the  genias  of  the  A* 

{6)  D'HerM.  Biblkth  9ritnt,j^.  7Q5»  (7)  TrjJtrU  Bt^Mj  •fK^ 
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JU  oiCHfd  his  fecretarv  of  ftate.  Abulfida  relates,  that  the  /£f<- 
jariansy  with  Al  ModoafferEbn  Taktlt  at  their  head,  depofed 
Ehn  Mokbby  and  after  him  Alt  Ebn  Ifa^  Ahialrabmlln  Ebii 
Ifoy  and  Abu  Jaafar  Ebn  Al  Kajeniy  whom  they  had  fuccef- 
fively  appointed  to  officiate  as  ViJiVy  within  the  fpace  of  a  few 
months.  He  alfo  writes,  that  Ebn  Rayei,  who  had  afllimed 
to  himfelf  the  fovereignty  of  fFit/et  and  Ba/ra^  Al  Baridi^ 
who  had  feized  upon  Jthwdxy  and  the  other  governors  of  pro- 
vinces, having  refufed  to  fend  their  refpe^tive  tributes  to  Bagh^ 
ady  the  KhaTif's  treafury  was  quite  exhaiifted,  infomuch  that 
he  found  himfelf  oblieed  to  employ  Ebn  Rayeiy  who  bad 
kmafled  confiderable  fums,  as  the  Emir  Al  Omrd'^  which 
put  the  government  of  the  Mojlem  empire,  without  any  re* 
ftri^ion  or  referve,  into  his  hands.  The  fame  author  like- 
wife  intimates,  that  he  difarmed  the  Sajtans  immediately  after 
his  arrival  at  BagbdM\  which  infpired  the  Hajarians  with  an 
averfion  to  him.  Adqhanmud  Ebn  Tagajy  and  fome  of  hi^ 
officers,  aflembled  a  body  of  troops  at  Barkoy  whither  they 
.  had  been  obliged  to  retire  out  of  Egyptj  with  which  they^ 
.  returned  to  AUxandriay  drove  the  garifon  of  that  city  to  the 
river  of  Rajbidy  purfue;)  them  thither,  and  intirelv  defeated 
them.  Many  of  the  Egyptians  were  killed  in  the  a^ion^ 
and  moft  of  the  reft  taken  prifoners ;  after  which,  the  citizens 
of  Alexandrioy  that  had  been  forced  to  abandon  the  place,  re- 
turned home.  About  the  fame  time,  Al  Radi  granted  the 
inveftiture  of  Egypty  in  the  fulleft  and  moft  folemn  manner, 
to  Al  jl}hjhidy  and  recalled  Ahmed  Ebn  Keigalag  from  that 
country.  This  year,  AdadSddauAa  Abu  SbajS  FanakhofrA  Ebn 
Rocne'ddawla  Al  Hofin  Ebn  BuiyOy  afterwards  lord,  or  king^ 
of  Perjia,  was  born  at  Esfahdn  i  and,  before  the  clofe  of  it, 
Hajaza  Al  Barmakiy  defcended  from  Tahya  Ebn  Kh&kd  Ebn 
£4ir9miy  or  Barmacy  extremely  well  verfed  in  various  parts 
of  learning,  Abd^aliih  Ebn  Abmid  Ebn  Mobammedy  furnamed  ' 
Ebn  Al  Moflefiy  the  author  of  a  ereat  number  of  books  of 
gpdd  repute,  and  the  Imam  Abiauah  Ebn  Mohammed  Al  Ni^ 
/iburiy  a  follower  of  the  famous  jfl  Shafeiy  horn  in  the  238th 
year  of  the  HejrHy  departed  this  life.  An  eaft-wind,  that  blew 
-with  great  violence  in  Sicily  the  nth  of  July  y  utterly  deftroyed 
the  vintage  there.  From  this  time  the  office  of  Viftr  became 
only  a  nominal  poft,  the  Emtr  Al  Omra  continuing  to  go-  , 
vern  the  Khalifat  with  an  abfolute  fway,  till  the  power  of  the 
Seljukiansy  or  oriental  Turisj  began  to  decline  at  Baghdad  ^ 

<  Khondemir.  Vide  etiam  At  Maicin,'Gr£0.  AbuYFaraj 
EuTYcu.  Ism.  Abvufed.  ad  ann.  Hej.  324.  ChroQic.  Sic,  Cau' 
ubri^icnf.  Ir  Joan.  Baft.  Carvj.  ubi  fup. 

Thk^ 
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Jitt  hgU'      Thp  next  year,  being  the  325th  of  the  MoJUm  sera,  Ehn 
ri»MS  tria-  Rayeky  -who  pofTefied  the  charge  of  Errar  At  Omr^^  ^d,  in     \ 
ty  ttmclud  confequcnce  thereof,  had  the  intite  direftion  of  the  ftatc,  con*     1 
€dmtb     eluded  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Ahu  Thalwy  prince  of  the  Xnr- 
Abn         jnatiansy  who  had  made  himfelf  matter  of  C^yi,  by  no  means 
.^™«*'-    glorious  to  the  Kbalif.  For,  the  principal  article  of  thi$  treaty 
was,  that  Ebn  Riyek  fliould  remit  the  Karmatian  from  Bagi- 
did  tiie  annual  Turn  of  1 20,000  dinars.    However,  Abu  TiU- 
hery  in  confideration  of  this  tribute,  crigaged  never  for  the 
future  to  moleft  the  caravans  of  pilgrims  in  their  pailage  to 
Mma  u. 
Al  Baridi      Tite  fame  year,  Ehn  Rayek^  and  the  KbaUf  in  peribn, 
hifmit     inarched  with  a  powerful  'army  to  Wdfet^  in  order  to  drive 
tributary  frtfm  thence  the  rebel  Abu  Ahd'allah  Al  Baridi^  who  had  feized 
ftbt        upon  that  city.     Al  Bartdi,  finding  himfelf  not  in  a  condl- 
UttEf*     tion  to  make  head  againft  the  Khalif*s  forces,  purchafed  a 
peace  of  Al  Rddiy  by  fubmitting  to  pay  a  monthly  tribute  of 
30,000  dinars.     But,  after  the  Khalifs  departure  to  Bagb- 
dddj  he  rebelled  again,  took  Bafra^  together  with  the  <£* 
ftri£t  belonging  to  h,  and  in  a  ihort  time  grew  more  power- 
ful than  he  was  before  ^. 
AIBaridi       This  rebellion  greatly  embarrailhig  the  Khalifas  afiairs, 
iidrivoi   the  fceiie  of  it  being  in  the  very  neighbourhood  of  Baghdad^ 
/r^mWi-  Ebn  Rayek  fent  Tlabcam,  the  Turky  \yiih  a  numerous  army  to 
fc^  Ah-   extitiguifli  it,  and,  if  poflible,  to  get  the  author  of  it  into  his 
wiz,  and  )iatids.     But  Al  Baridiy  finding  himfelf  not  in  a  condition  to 
Mfra,  tfff^ijppofc  Tahcaniy  fled  at  his  approach  ;  upon  which,  JVdfit^  Ah- 
Amad  'd-^    *  ^^^  ^^fr^>  immediately  lubmitted  to  the  Khalifas  forces, 
dawla*     '^^^  ^^ R^yfk  appointed  Yahcam  to  prefide  over  Abwaz  in  qua- 
lity of  governor,  who  thereupon  engaged  himfelf  tc  pay  an 
annual  tribute  to  the  Khalif  of  38,000  dinars.    After  Ai  Ba- 
yidi  had  been  driven  from  JVafety  AhwH^  and  Bafra^  he 
took  fan£tuary  at  Amadifddawla  AH  Ehn  Buiya*s  court ;  ifho 
Tent  his  brother  MBe%%o*ddawla  Ahrrnd  Ebn  Buiya  with  him, 
attended  by  a  ftrong  body  of  troops,  to  diflodge  Tabcam  from 
his  new  acquifitions,  the  following  year.     The  AfoJUms^ 
about  this  time,  plundered  the  church  of  the  rtfurre^icn  tt 
JerufaUniy  and  reduced  a  confiderable  part  of  it  to  afhes  ^ 
one  Chri/iophery  a  native  oi  AJkahny  or  AJhkelony  being  then 
the  patriarch  there.    The  fame  year,  died  Abd^allah  Ebn  Af*- 
hamfned  AlKharraZy  a  grammarian,  who  uTote  a  pretty  large 
commentary  upon  the  KorAn,     An  infurre6lion  happened  at 
Gergentiy  the  Agrigentum  of  the  antienls,  in  Sicilyy  April  1 7th, 
ivhen  the  people  of  that  city  aflembled  in  great  nuiabiers, 

*  Xhondemir  &  Al  Makin,  ubifap.  Ism.  AavtPED.  iacfar. 
^d  an.  Hej.  325. .  *  Al  Makxk,  ubi  fup.  p.  204. 

drove 
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drove  Ebn  Amran  from  Calata-Bellotta^  called  by  the  Arabs 
Ka'lat-Af-Beilut^  and  pillaged  the  garifon  of  that  place.  AJ 
Mmir  SdUm^  receiving  advice  of  what  had  happened,  marched 
againft  the  infurgents  with  an  army  oi Sicilians  and  Cottdmians^ 
or  Catamiansy  a  very  powerful  and  warlike  Arab^  or  Moorijh^ 
nation^  and  laid  fiege  to Afrab^  oxOjrah  ;  of  which  Ha^Girgen^ 
tines  being  informed,  they  advanced  to  the  befiegers  camp,  en- 
gaged lYitEmir^s  forces,  on  Saturday ^Juni^\^^^zn6  overthrew 
them  with  incredible  (laughter.  A  prodigious  number  of  the 
Cottamians^  together  with  Ahu  Dekdky  their  general,  perifhed 
in  the  adion.  After  this  defeat,  they  made  excurfions  as  far 
as  the  gates  oi  PaUrmOy  and  even  attempted  to  form  the  fiege  o^ 
that  city.  For  which  purpofe,  they  advanced  to  a  place  go- 
ing under  the  name  of  Mesid  Bdlis^  not  far  from  the  town ; 
but  were  repulfcd  by  the  inhabitants  of  Palermo  with  very 
confiderable  lofs ;  who,  being  fupported  by  AlEndr  Salem  Ebn 
Al  Rajhid^  and  Al  Maimun  Ebn  Mdfa^  purfued  them  as  far  as 
MarnCa^  and  put  many  of  them  to  the  fword.  This  Emir  had 
been  appointed  governor  of  the  Mojlem  conquefls  in  Sicily  by 
AbulKafem^  oxAlKayem^  x^tKhalif  oi  Kairwdn^  and  grievoufly 
oppreffed  t\it  Sicilians^  particularly  the  Gergentines^  who  could 
not  bear  his  yoke,  and  therefore  expelled  the  Afojlem  garifon 
out  of  their  city.  This  fo  enraged  the  African  Khaltf  that  he 
fent  an  army  to  reduce  them;  which  (hut  them  in  on  all  fides« 
cut  off  all  communication  between  them  and  the  other  &Vi- 
Hansy  and  reduced  them  to  very  great  ftraits.  However,  they 
found  means  to  apply  to  the  Greek  emperor  for  afiiftance^ 
v^ho  thereupon  fent  a  body  of  his  beft  troops  to  their  relief} 
which  enabled  them  to  repulfe  the  befiegers  in  all  their  af- 
faults,  to  deftroy  vaft  numbers  of  their  men,  and,  in  finef 
to  fuftain  a  iharp  and  vigorous  fiege  four  whole  years  x. 

Th-e  provinces  of  the  Khalifat  at  this  time  were  divided  in  ThelLhH* 
fach  a  manner  ambngft  divers  princes,  that  the  Khalif^i"  Wiattbis 
fcStd  only  an  stppearance  of  pre- eminence  in  digni^,  which  ''«^f' 
regarded  more  the  affairs  of  religion  than  thofe  of  the  ftate.  ^"^'? 
This  will  be  fuflEcicntly  manifcft  from  the  following  lift  of  the  m#^«  "/ 
tyrants,  or  ufurpers,  who  had  fet  up  for  themfelves,  in  diffe-  '  ^f\',^ 
rent  parts  of  the  Moflem  empire,  at  the  commencement  ^^^n  Qf 
the  year  wc  are  now  upon.  ^i^^^^ 

«  AlMakin,  ubifup.  Euttch.  ubi  fup.  .p.528-*-53X  Ism. 
Asu'lfed.  ubi  fup.  Chronic.  Sic.  Arab.  CaDtabrigieof.  p  xi,  iz« 
Joan.  Bapt.  Carus.  ubi  fup.  p.  99, 100.  AlKadi  Shahabo^d- 
piN  £bn  Abildam  Al  Hamawi,  in  bift.  cui  tit.  AfinoJ/ar^  con- 
fervat.  in  Bibliotb.  Efcurial.  &  Lat.  reddit.  k  Marco  DobeUb.  Vide 
ctiam  AuGusriN.  Inv£g.  annal.  Panorm.  torn.  ii. 

Mod.  Hist,  Vol.  II.  N  n  Th« 
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The  cities  of  (FdfeU  Bafra^  and  Cufa^  with  the  nft  of 
the  Arabian  IriJt^  were  conudered  as  the  property  or  peca- 
Hum  of  Ehn  R&jek^  the  ErrSr  Al  Omrh ;  though  Al  BsariJi 
feizcd  upon  (hem,  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year* 

The  country  of  Fdrs,  Farfiftkn^  or  Ptrjia  properly  fi> 
called,  was  poflefled  by  Amado'ddawla  Alt  Ehn  Buijay  the 
firfl  prince  or  chief  of  the  dynafty  of  the  Buijans^  who  held 
his  refidence  in  the  city  of  Shird%. 

Part  of  the  tra£^  denominated  Aljihal^  together  with  the 
remainder  of  the  Perfian  Iraky  which  is  the  mountainous  part 
of  Perfia^  and  the  country  of  the  ancient  Parthiansj  recognized 
for  their  mailer  Rocnoddawla^  or  Rucno^ddawla^  Al  Hafa 
Ebn  Buyia^  the  brother  of  Amado^ idawla  Alt  EhnBiayay  who 
refided  at  Esfahan. 

The  other  pait  of  that  country  was  poflefledby  Wafma* 
kiriy  Wajhmakin^  or  Waflmtakir^  the  Diylamiiij  the  brother 
of  Mardawij. 

DiYAR  Ra&ia,  Diy^  Bicr^  Diyar  Modar^  and  the  dty 
of  Al  Matvfely  or  Mofid^  acknowledged  for  their  fovereigos 
the  Hamddnitesy  or  the  princes  of  the  race  of  HamMtu 

Egypt  and  Syria  no  longer  obeyed  the  KbaUfs^  but  only 
Mohamnud  Ehn  Ta*j^  or  749^^',  furnamed  Al  Akbjbid^  who  bad 
been  formerly  appointed  governor  6f  thofe  provinces  by  the 
f^me  Khalifi, 

Africa  had  been  fubjugatedby  the  PdtemiteSj  who  had 
chafej  from  thence  the  Aglabites^  governors  of  the  city  of 
Kairwdn  and  its  dependencies  for  the  Kbalip.  The  oiailer  of 
that  country  at  this  time  was  AlKayem  Abtil  Kafem  Ebn  Ohii- 
d'allab  Al  Mohdi^  wboie  fdcceflbrs  founded  a  new  Kha&fat  lii 

Sp  AiN^  or  at  leaft  the  Moflem  part  of  it,  was  governed  by 
AbtalrahmanAlNafrEbnMobammedj  of  the  houfe  of  Onumjab^ 
who  foon  after  this  time  afiiiined  the  title  of  Emir  Al  Afuau-- 
nth^  princcy  king^  of  emperor ,  of  tbefcntbftd^  which  was  pecu* 
liar  to  the  Kbalifs. 

The  Aiojlem  provinces  in  Sicily^  except  the  city  of  Ger* 

gently  whofe  inhabitants  had  expelled  the  Afagrehian  gahibn, 

^     had  for  their  immediate  governor  Al  Emir  SMem  Ehn  Al  Rb- 

findy  who  was  the  KhaUf  of  Kairwdn*s  lieutenant  there. 

^  The  Mojlem  terriiories  in  Cr^/^  owned  for  their  fovcreiga 

^     one  who  probably  was  a  dcfcendanc  of  ApochapfuSy  or  Mm 

KabSy  the  Spanijh  Magrehian  admiral,  who  reduced  that  ifland, 

about  the  year  of  our  Lord  8  i2. 

The  provinces  of  Khorafan  and  Mawdrfflnahr^  or  Ac 
Tranfoxaruiy  were  under  the  domination  of  AlNa/rEbnr,bmed^ 
of  the  dynaliy  of  the  Sammanians^ 

Tfis 
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The  provipccs"  of  TabreJIdn^  Jorjdriy  or  Ge^rgianay  and 
Mazanderdn^  had  kings  of  the  hrft  dynafty  of  die  I^eyla* 
mites. 

The  province  of  Kermdn  was  occupied  by  Abu  Mi  Mo- 
hammed Ehn  EyltOy  or  EliaSy  Al  Samm&ni^  who  had  made 
kimfelf  nnafter  of  it,  before  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  . 
year.  ^  - 

And,  laftly,  the  provinces  of  Taniama  and  Bahrein^  in- 
cluding the  diftrid  of /%>,  were  in  the  pbffeffion  of  Abu 
ThAheTy  the  Karmatian. 

Hekcb  it  appears,  that,  in  the  3:15th  year  of  the  HejrUf 
the  Khaltf  Al  Radiy  or  rather  Al^u  Bur  Mohammed  Ebn  Aayeky 
thfe  Emr  Al  Omrh^  kep<  poileffion  of  only  the  city  of  Bagh^ 
dddy  and  its  dependencies;  fcarce  even  the  veryfhadow  of 
fbvereignty  remaining  in  any  other  part  of  ^he  empire  to  him. 
'Tis  true,  at  firft  the  name  of  the  Rhalifvi2S  revered  by  the 
princeS)  who  had  fet  up  for^theilifdves,  in  all  the  provinces^ 
mentioned  in  the  mofques,  during  the  time  of  public  fcrvice 
there,  throughout  the  empire,  and  impreft  upon  the  current 
coin.  But  their  veneration  for  him  being  gradually  dlminifliedf 
tlie  princes,  orEmSrSy  confideted  him  only  as  the  great  Imam^ 
or  fovereign  pontiiF  of  the  religion  of  the  MoJIems^  who  had 
nothing  more  to  do  than  to  peiforbi  diving  fervite,  harangue 
the  people  in  thb  great  mofque  at  Baghdad^  and  decide  certain 
points  of  right ;  in  the  lafl  of  which  particulars  his  power  waa 
likewifevery  much  limited,    'Tis  alfo  true,  that  the  fame 
Khalifsy  in  procefs  of  time,   fhook  oft  the  yokb  of  thefe 
Enursy  and  aflerted  their  independencv  on  them.    But  not- 
iHPithfbnding  this,  their  power  graduaUy  declined^  and  was 
fcarce  the  madow  of  what  it  had  formerly  been,  from  thef 
period  we  are  now  upon  to  the  taking  oi- Baghdad  by  the  Tar^ 
iarsy  or  Moguls y  who  intircly  abdilhed  the  Khalifat  r. 

In  the  326th  year  of  the  HejrOf  beginning  Nov,  8th,  937,  Ebn 
Ehn  Moklahy  yvho,  after  the  amotion  or  Ahd*alrahmdn  Ebn  If  a  Moklah 
and  AlFadl Ebnjaafarltomi^t  poft,  bad  been  re-cftabliflied  u removed 
in  the  charge  of  Vifify  wrote,  on  the  part  of  the  KhalifAl  Mdiyfi^*^.  '*' 
a  letter  to  Ydhcamy  the  Turky  telling  him  that  now  it  was  time  ^/^ 
for  htm^o  advance  to  Baghdad  2X\\it,  head  of  a  body  of  troops,  "^"*'* 
in  order  to  deliver  the  Khalifat  from  the  x^jT^nnsoiEbnRjayeky 
and  to  occupy  his  place.     But  this  letter  havmg  been  inter- 
cepted, Ehn  Rayek  difcovered  to  the  Khalif  the  trcafon  of  the     , 
y{^ry  who  had  dared  to  wfite  fuch  a  letter  to  Tabcamy  without 

T'  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  203,  204.  Mirkhomd,  Khond£« 

MIIL»  Ebn  SH0HNAR,ABU'L*9ARAJf  IsM.  AbU^LFBD.  EuTVCIT* 

Chronic.  Sk.  Cantab.  Gborg.Cbdrbn.  JoaiuZonax;.  Rodbric. 
T'qx.btaii.  D'Hbrb£U  Carusivs,  aliiqaeiTcnptor.  plarlm.  paiT. 

N  n  :^  4  his 
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his  mailer's  knowledge,  and  even  againft  his  exprefs  orders. 
£bn  Moklahy  upon  his  appearing  before  the  KbaUf^  at  fiift 
denied  the  fad ;  but  the  letter  in  his  own  hand-wrtcing  being 
produced  :^ainft  him,  he  was  found  guilty  of  what  bad  been 
laid  to  his  charge,  fent  immediately  to  prifon,  brought  after- 
wards to  his  trial,  and  condemned  by  the  judges  to  have  •his 
right  hand  cut  ofF,  for  having  committed  fo  heinous  a  crime. 
When  fentence  was  pronounced,  he  complained  bitterly  of 
the  feverity  of  it,  and  of  the  iniquity  of  cutting  off  the  right 
band  of  a  man  who  had  invented  the  mofi  beautiful  charader 
that  had  ever  been  in  ufe  amongft  the  Arabs^  had  written  ie- 
veral  copies  of  the  Koran,  the  book  held  in  die  bigheft  Tene- 
ration  and  efteefn  amongft  the  Aiojkms^  in  fo  elegant  a  man- 
ner that  they  pafTed  for  mafter- pieces  in  the  art  of  writing, 
and  had  finally  been  Vijir  to  three  fucceffivc  Khalifs,  Nor  did 
he  content  himfelf  with,  bare  complaints*     He  inveighed  bit- 
terly againft  the  judges,  Ebn  Rdyek,  and  the  Khatif  himfelf. 
Wherefore,  the  executioner,    in  piirfuance  of  the  fentence 
that  had  been  pafled  upon  him,  did  not  only  deprive  him  of 
his  right  hand,  but  likewife,  fome  days  afterwards,  cut  oat 
his  tongue.     After  which,  he  was  confined  in  one  of  the 
dungeons  belonging  to  the  imperial  palace.     Al  MaHn^  or 
rather  his  tranflator  Erpemus^  relates,  that,  having  no  fcr* 
vant  allowed  him,  he  drew  water  out  of  a  well  (£)  that 

was 

(E)  The  pafTage  here  referred  note  on  Erpentus^%  traoflation  of 

to  in  AlMakiriy  Tekalaimaho  la-  thefe  wofds  of  AiMakim  :  "  Hzc 

bah  darb^  has  been  tranflated  by  **  non  fignificant  voces  Arabioe; 

fr^ffivi/^Aiuntautemillicapud  **  videhcur  potius  idem  valere 

•*  earn  fuiffc  puteum;*'  whereas  "  quod  apud  Abul  PbaragP'* (rt-^ 

it  ought  to  have  been  rendered,  &ius  Abul-Faraj)  **  de  eodein — 

''  Aiunt  autem   magnam  eum  ''  Magnaquemiferiaafilidaseft. 

**  prchendifTe  miferiam  (vel  an-  **  donee  moreretar.'**    And  cbat 

"  guiliam)'*  in  conformity  to  this  obfervation  is  jafl»  as  well  as 

the  parallel  pafTage  in  Abul-Ta*  our  tranflation  of  the  foregoing 

ra]{%\  Walabuko  foahdjhaddid  words  of  A/ AfaAin,  (eems  to  be 

ela  an  fftdt,**  £t  magna  eum  pre-  clearly  evinced  \»yAbu'lfeda\^  iX>^, 

*^  bendit  niiferia,  donee  morere-  when  he  relates,  '*  that  to  Ehm 

**' tur."    Which  palTages  imply,  *'  il^iriA?^'s  other  miseries  was 

that  Ehn  Moklah  was  reduced  in  **  added  a  diarrhoea  i  of  which, 

prifon  to  a  iLite  of  great  mifery,  ^  not  being  allowed  the  ofe  of 

and  continued  in  fuch  a  ftate  to  *'  a  fervanc,  he  miserably  pe> 

the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  GurJ>  •*  riftied."      Other   arguments 

(9)  I'a^  the  following  marginal  might  be  offered,  would  the  li- 

(V)  Crgg,  Abui'Farajiubifup',p,%Q'^.  (9)  AI Malin^  bif.  Sarmcau 

A'-  '    Lar,  per  Th'^K'.jn  ErperiuMf  cum  anrotat.  MSS.  Guil,  Guijii,  p.  •05.  a* 
B:^.,£iiiiL  Oxort,  c.  7.  4.  art,        (lo)  Ij'm*  Ai/u'lfcd,  im  cbrm^  adtm,  B^j.  326. 

xoita 
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vns  by  him  with  his  left  hand  and  his  mouth.     He  died, 
according  to  Ai  Mak'in^  in  the  month  of  Shawal  329,  or, 
as  AbuHfeda  will  have  it,    in  the  year  338,    and    was  no 
Icfs  than  three  times  interred ;  firft,  in  the  prifon  where  he 
died,  afterwards  in  his  Ton  AbuU  Hafai%%  houfe,  and  ladly  in 
his  own.  He  is  faid  likewife  to  have  written  three  copies  ot  the 
Koran  that  in  beauty  furpafTed  all  the  relt,  and  to  have  per« 
formed  three  times  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.     It  has  alfo  been 
remarked,  that  when  he  beat  Ebn  Sibud  for  reading  to  him  in 
a  carelefs  manner,  that  reader  wi(hed  he  might  lofe  his  hand ; 
which  afterwards  came  to  pafs.     We  are  informed  by  Abu*U 
Farajj  that  Ebn  Moklab  wrote  a  letter  to  the  KhalifWimklfj 
advifmg  him  therein  to  difmifs  Ebn  Rdyek^  and  all  his  adhe- 
rents, and  telling  him,  that  this  would  bring  into  his  coffers 
3,000,000,000  dinArs.  But  the  Khalifa  continues  tliat  writer,   . 
communicated  the  contents  of  this  letter,  in  which  Ebn  Mo^ 
Jklah  likewife  prcffed  him  to  confer  the  polt  of  Emir  AlOmrd 
-upon  Tahcaniy  to  Ebn  Rdyek\  which,  at  laft,  proved  the  total 
ruin  of  the  Fifir,     A  fpecimen  of  his  poetical  performances,    . 
-which  were  tolerably  good,  has  been  prefervcd  by  AI  Ma* 
Ain.     Notwithftanding  what  has  been  here  obferved,  a  cer- 
tain  writer  affirms,  that  not  Ebn  Moklab^  but  his   brother 
AbdPallah  Al  Hafen  was  the  inventer  of  the  modern  Arabic 
charaf^erj  though  this  was  brought  to  a  greater  degree  of 
pcrfe<5lion  by  An  Ebn  Bowaby  who  flouriftied  in  the  follow- 
ing century,  and  reduces  to  its  prefent  form  by  Taiut  Al 
Aloftafcmi^  fecretary  to  the  Khalif  Al  Mojlaftmy  the  laft  of  the  • 
Khallfs  of  the  houfe  of  Al  Mbds  *. 

The  depofuion  and  imprifonment  of  Ebn  Mohlah  for  thcYahcam 
prefent  occafioned  a  fort  of  calm,  though  Ebn  Rayek  was  hyfeizes  uf^n 
no  means  hereby  fccured  in  the  poflelTion  of  his  charge.    For,  Baghdad^ 
Xahcaniy  refolving  not  to  lofe  the  opportunity  offered  him  by  andforceti 
the  trcafon  of  the  i^iftrj  advanced  at  the  head  of  his  troops  into  '^^  Khalif 
the  territory  of  Ba/hdady  overthrew  the  KhaUfs  forces  under '^*^^^^ 
the  command  of  Ebn  Rdyek^zn^  made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  ^''*j^'"^l 
capital.     This  obliged  kbn  R^.yek  to  betake  himfelf  to  flight,  ^^  ^™'*- 
and  to  abandon  the  poft  of  Ernr  Al  Omrd^  which  was  im- 

*  AlMakin,  ubifup.  p.  205.  Greg.  Abu'l  Faraj,  ubl  fup. 
p.  303.  Abu'lfed.  in  chron.  ad  an  Hej.  326.  Ebn  Khalecan, 
X>'Herbel.  Biblioch.  orient,  arc.  Mcclah^  p.  589,  590.  &  "art. 
Radbit  p  70^.  Vide  etiam  Georg.  Jac.  KEHR,in  monarch.  Afia- 
tico- Saracenic*  flat.  &c.  p.  5.  h\ipfiX,  1724. 

mitfl  prefcribed  us  in  this  part  of  tin  verfion  of  Al  Makin  here  fub* 
our  work  permit,  infupportof  mirted  to  the  confideration  of 
ihe  einendatiouof£r//;//«i's  jL/i-    the  learned. 

iN^  n  3      ^  mediately 


$66  Tke  Hiflcry  sf  the  Arabs,  B-I. 

fnediately  occupied  by  Tahcem,  The  Klu^.hvBnSAf^  how- 
ever, gained  nothing  by  this  change ;  ftili  hving  in  animkc 
dependence  on  his  minifter,  and  even  without  the  Icaft  ap- 
pearance of  authorit}'.  The  af&irs  of  the  Kanoatmns  this  year 
were  in  a  very  declining  condition,  infomuch  that  jttu  Tbditr 
found  it  extremely  diiEcult  to  maintain  him/elf  in  the  poficf- 
llon  of  Hajr.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  M^n- 
v.o^ddawia  Ahmed  Ebn  B4iya  took  Jbivdz  m  the  hqgionuig  of  i 
the  campaign,  and  put  Bafra  once  more  into  the  handc  1 
of  Jl  Baridi\  though  he  could  not  poiTeis  himieif  of  fFi- 
fit.  Here  Tahcam  K\[\  kept  his  ground,  forced  Moevaddr 
davila  to  retire,  and  afterwards  drov^  Ehn  Rayek  from  B^^b- 
4Ad.  Upon  YahcanCs  expulfion  of  his  predeoeflor  from  the 
JQ>altf%  councils,  after  he  hi|d  remained  in  the  fublime  poft 

^  of  Emir  Al  Omra  one  year,  ten  months,  and  fixteen  days, 
be  himfelf  immediately  entered  upon  that  charge,  and  made 
Mohammed  Ebn  Tabya  Ebn  Shtrazdd  his  fecretary  of  ilatc. 
This  year,  the  Sicilians,  under  the  condud  of  Ebn  AlSaia^ 
and  AbuTir^  revolced  againft  AlEmir Salem  ;  but  were  routaed 
by  him  Sept.  xyth,  though  he  loft  one  of  his  prindpsJ  offioeis 
in  the  a£lion9  named  Abu  Nattdr  Al  Afwad^  who  iieems  to 
have  been  of  Moorijh  or  Mcigrebian  extradion.  Several  of 
the  ringleaders,  that  fell  into  his  hands,  the  Emir  ordered  to 
be  impaled  the  20th  of  the  fame  month,  to  deter  others  froQ 
joining  the  revolters ;  but  this  feverity  produced  a  quite  coo- 
irary  efFed.  For  the  SicilianSj  bohg  exafpemted  at  Salem*s 
f ruelty,  aflembled  a  numerous  army^  and  en^ged  the  JMa- 
grebian  forces^  commanded  by  the  Emir  in  perlbn,  OSdn 
7ch,  with  very  great  brJivery ;  but,  after  an  obftinate  difpute, 
they  were  intirely  defeated,  and  purfued  as  far  as  the  gates  of 
PalermOy  which  the  viilors  entered  without  oppofition,  and 
immediately  formed  the  fiege  of  the  citadel  there.  Abi/^l  Kafa^^ 
or  A  I  Kayemy  the  Khali  f  of  Kairw^n^  having  received  advice  of 
this  rebellion,  knt  Kbalil  with  a  powerful  fleet,  and  aftrongbody 
of  land-forces  on  board,  ip  extineui(h  it^  Khalfl  foon  arrived 
on  the  coaft  of  Sicily,  made  a  defcent  with  his  troops,  took 

.  pofleflion  of  the  city  of  Palermo^  Oif,  ^3d,  and  ii^tirdy  dif- 
mantled  it  \  which  fo  incenfed  the  Gergentines,  that  they  ial- 
lied  upon  the  Kbaltfoi  Kdirufdn's  troops  wit^  fuch  courage^ 
that  they  put  them  to  flight,  killed  many  ol  them  upon  the 
fpf;t,  amongft  which  were  Ebn  Abu  HMrir  and  AU  Ebn  Ahul 
Jiofejn,  Sfiifm-s  fon-in-law,  two  officers  of  difiindion,  and 
difperfed  the  reft  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  could  never  after- 
wards rally.  But,  notwithftanding  this  blow,  KiaHI  conti- 
liued  the  fiege  of  Gergenii ;  diough,  for  the  fpace  of  ei^t 
months,  he  could  make  little  or  no  impreffion  upon  the  town. 
It  muft  be  remembered,  ^^i  t^P  Mnjhw  concluded  a  treaty 

of 
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of  peace  with  the  Graksy  by  one  artick  of  which  a  mutual 
rcleafe  of  prifoners  was  agreed  upon,  the pfefentyear a. 

In  the  327th  year  of  the  Hejroj  the  KhallfAl  RAdi^  with  Thi  tranf^ 
a  powerful  army,  ^commanded  by  YithcatRy  marched  againft  oBions  rf 
Haftrtfddawla  Ebn  Ahiallab  EbnHamdttn^  who  prefidcd  over  tbeytarpf 
«hc  people  of  Diyar  Rutiay  Dijdr  BecVy  and  Al  MawfeU  or  ^bi  Hcjra 
J\i9fuly  overthrew  him  with  very  great  (laughter,  and  purfued  3^7* 
him  to  the  gates  of  M  Mawfd ;  to  which  city  he  afterwards 
laid  iiege,  and  obliged  Naferoddawla  to  fly  to  Amed\  but 
ivhilft  the  Kbalifvf2i^  engaged  in  this  expedition,  Ebn  R&yek 
appeared  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops  in  the  neighbour-^ 
hood  of  Baghdad ;  of  which  y'ahcsm  beir)g  informed,  he  con- 
cluded a  peace  with  Nafir9*ddawla  EbnAbd'aUabEbu  Hamdan^ 
on  condition  that  he  paid  him  an  annual  tribute  of  500,000 
dinars.     In  order  to  pacify  Ehn  Riyek^  he  alfo  put  htm  in 
pofieffion  of  Harrim^  At  Rohfiy  or  Edejja^  AlAvJAfim^  Ktnnif' 
rm,  andfeveral  diftrids  bordering  upon  the  Euphrates,    This 
year,  Abu  Thihiry  prince  of  the  Karmatians^  permitted  the 
caravans  of  pilgrims,  together  with  the  efcorte  that  attended 
them,  to  pafs,  for  the  nrft  time  fince  the  year  319,  out  of 
Syria  to  Micca  ;  though  he  obliged  them  to  'pay,  for  this  per- 
miffion,  the  fum  of  25,000  dinars,     Omayyah  Ehn  IJhak^ 
according  t«  AbuUfida^  rebelled  zgM&Abd'alrahmdn  AlNafr 
Ebn  Mohammed^  the  Emir^  or  lord,  of  Andalufia^  in  the  city 
oiSbantariny  tl^e  prefent  year.     Ebn  Ijhaky  being  fupported 
by  a  body  of  GaiUcian  troops,  defeated  a  Mojlem  army,  that 
^as  fent  againft  him ;  but,  in  a  fecond  eng^ement,  ne  was 
overthrown  by  Ahiubrahman^%  forces,  and  loft  the  greateft 
part  of  his  men  ;  which  obliged  blm  to  fubmit  immediately, 
upon  the  terms  prescribed,  to  the  £/7?lr.     Abf  alrahman  Ebn 
Jibu  Hdtem  Al  Razi^  the  author  of  the  piece,  intituled,  Al 
Harjo  wa  Al  Tadih^  and  Abu' I  Donya  Othmdn  Ebn  Ai  Khat^  •    . 
tab  Al  AJhajjoy  two  famous  traditionifts,  as  likewife  Maham^ 
nud  Ebn  Jaafary  of  Jaffa^  or  Joppa^  a  celebrated  author, 
and  Abu'lKafim  Abd'aUab  Ebn  Ahmed  Ebn  Mahm^d^  com- 
monly called  Al  Alaniy  the  MotazaliUy  who  entertained  fe- 
veral  heterodox  tenets,  died  before  the  clofe  qf  this  year. 
About  the  fame  time,   Khalil,  the  Magnbian  general,  who 
commanded  the Xhalif  of  Kairwan*s  forces  that  carried  on. 
the  fiege  of  Gergentiy   returned  with   the  greateft  part  of 
his  troops  to  Palermo^  where  he  exafled  a  large  fum  of 
money  of  the  inhabitants,  by  way  of  muld,  or  nine,  which 

>  AlMakin,  ubifap.p.  205,  206.  Ebn  Suohnah,  Greg. 
Abu*l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  D'Hekbel.  Biblioth.  orJent.  p.  70$. 
JsM.  Abu'lfe9.  ubi  fup.  Chronic.  Sic.  Cancabrigienf.  p.  la,  13, 
Joan.  Sapt.  Carus.  iibi  fap.  p.  ico.  PanDrmi,  1720. 
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he  fent  iitimediately  t5  Africa.  This  enabled  the  Kbatif  to 
order  him  from  thence  a  reinforGcmcnt ;  after  the  arrival  of 
which  in  Sicily y  he  took  Muthur^  or  Buteria^  jflSirAt,  the 
^fforuiy  or  AJJbrium J  of  the  antients,  and  the  modern^z^r^,  or 
/tfaroy  jfjklafinahy  or  Sclafanum^  and  Kalbarab^  all  of  them 
places  of  confiderable  ftrcngth.  He  alfo  advanced  at  the  head  of 
bis  army  to  Cakta  Bellotta^  to  form  the  fiege  of  that  town ; 
of  which  the  GergentinHy  to  whom  the  prefervation  of  that  for- 
trefs  was  of  the  utmoft  CQnfequence>  receiving  advice,  the}'  fell 
tipon  the  bellegers  with  (uch  fury,  that  they  put  a  great  number 
of  them  to  the  fword,  and,  as  the  Cambridge  Chronictn  feems  to 
inftnuate,  forced  the  reft  to  abandon  the  fiegc.  This  adiioa 
happened  on  the  loth  of  July^  and  proved  fo  fiatal  to  the  M^* 
grebian  troops,  that  they  durft  not  appear  again  in  the  neigh- 
Bbn  bourhood  of  Calata  Bellotta  before  the  commencement  of  ^e 

Kayek  //  following  campaign  **. 

di/tated  The  next  year,  being  the  32f8th  of  the  Hejra^  Ahu  Btcr 
h  A^  ^  Mohammed  Ebn  Rayei  made  himfelf  mafter  of  MemSy  Damaf 
Ak^ftnd.  ^^j^  jy^j  ^i  R^jjjia ;  after  which,  he  penetrated  to  jfrt/b  lo 

Egypt,  But  here  Mohammed  Al  Akhjhid  Ebn  Tagaj  met  him, 
and  gave  him  battle,  about  the  middle  of  the  month  oi  Ra* 
Vtaddn.  Ebn  Rayek's  troops  behaved  with  fuch  bravery  in  the 
beginning  of  the  aCiion,  that  tliey  bore  down  all  before  them, 
and  forced  the  Egyptians  every- where  to  give  way.  But,  in- 
ftead  of  following  their  blow,  and  purfuing  the  fugitives  with 
the  ardour  they  ought  to  have  done,  they  amufed  themfdves 
with  plundering  their  camp ;.  upon  which ^  a  body  of  Ai  Akh* 

•  Jhid's  troops  (hat  had  been  placed  in  ambufcade,  and  obferved 
the  diforder  they  were  in,  rufhed  out  upon  them,  and  charged 
them  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  foon  put  them  to  flight.  The 
greateft  part  of  Ebn.  liay/'k's  iorces  were  killed  upon  the  fpot, 

•  and  the  reft,  of  them  fo  e(fedual)y  difperfed,  that  they  could 
never  afterwards  rally ;  Ebn     r»yek  himfelf  not  having  been 
able  to  make  his  cfcape  to  Damafcus  with  above  70  men. 
After  this,  EbnR^yek  defeated  Abu  Nafr  (F),  //  Akhjhiits  bro- 
ther, 

^  Al  Makiv,  ubi  fqp.  p.  so6.    Ism.  Abu^lfed.  ad  an.  Hq. 
327.  Cbrpn.  Sic.  Arab.  Cantab,  et  Joan.  ^aft.  Cakus.  ubi  fup. 

(F)   Ahu  Nafr  himfelf,    ac-  ry  for,  his  brother's  death.    To 

cording  tp  Abul/cda,  was  killed  which  tbis  ^uthor  adds,    that 

in  the  action ;  which  fo  a(Fe£led  Ebn  R^yck  Tent  bis  own  fon  Ma- 

Kbn   Rdytk^    that   he  fent   an  xahem  to  Al  Akhjhid^  and  de- 

px^bafTy    to    Al    Akbjhid^     to  fired  that  prince  to  facrifice  htm 

carry  to  that  prince  his  com-  to  the  manes  of  his  brother,  if 

pliment?  of  condolence,  and  to  he  thought  proper.  But  AiAkh* 

.   iifTure  him,    that   he    had   no  Jhid^  continues  he,  was  fo  far 

)ian4  in*  ^dj^^  e^trcmfly  for-  from  being  a€ted  by  any  vin* 
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thcr,  in  the  month  of  Dbu*lkaada^  and  put  a  vafl  number  of  his 
men  to  the  fword.  This  vidory  was  foon  followed  by  a  peace 
between  Ebn  BJtyek  and  AI  AkbJMd^  by  the  princtpal  articles  of 
which  the  city  of  AlRjamla  was  ceded  to  Ai  AkhjhUdy  upon  con-> 
dition  that  he  paid  to  Ebn  EJyek  the  annual  fum  of  1 40,000  di^ 
nars ;  and  the  latter  of  thefe  Emirs  remained  in  peaceable  pof- 
ieffion  of  the  remaining  part  of  Syriaj  which  he  had  before  in 
a  great  meafure  reduced  by  force  of  arms  <« 

This  year,  /1l  Sabkart  was  killed  in^that  part  of  Syria^  or 
Al&h^nty  called  by  t)\^ Arabs  Thogur-,  which  feems  to  anfwer  to 
the  Syria  Antiochena  of  the  antlents.  About  the  fame  time, 
died  Mohammed  Al  Calini^  one  of  the  Imamian  Imams^  gene- 
rally denominated  Ebn  Shambud^  Al  Mokri  Mobammia  Ebn 
Abmed^  and  Abn  Mohammed  Al  Mortaejb^  a  do£kor  of  the 
Sufis  \  as  alfo  Abu  Beer  Mohammed  Ebn  Al  Kafem^ ,  going  for 
the  moft  part  under  the  name  of  Ebn  Al  Ambarek^  a  cete* 
brated  grammarian,  and  the  author  of  the  book  intituled,  KU 
i&b  Al  Waefi  wa  Al  Ibtifiatj  a  piece  held  in  good  ei^oem 
amongft  the  Moflems^  who  was  born  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra 
27 1 .  Abu  Omar  Ahmed  Ebn  Abd  Rabbib  Ebn  Janib  Al  Cor^ 
tbobi  likewife  departed  this  life,  before  the  dole  of  the  year 
we  are  now  upon.  His  grandfather  Janib^  who  was  a  native 
of  Corduba^  is  faid  to  have  been  firft  one  of  Hejhdm  Ebn  Ab» 
d^ahrahm&fi^  ilaves ;  though  he  had  afterwards  his  liberty  given 
him  by  that  prince,  who  was  the  fecond  Emir  of  the  houfe 
of  OmnuyA  that  prefided  over  the  Mojlems  in  Spain.  As  for 
Abu  Omar^  he  was  one  of  thofe  learned  men  who  fpent  their 
time  chiefly  in  forming  volumes  of  the  traditions  that  had 
before  been  only  committed  to  memory.  The  book  that 
bears  the  title  oi  Al  Acdy  or  AlAkdy  one  of  the  mofl  excellent 
of  its  kind,  is  a  proof  of  his  lingular  merit.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  was  about  eighty-two  lunar  years  of  age  ^.       . 

It  appeal^  from  fome  of  the  authors  followed  by  Al  Makiny  Sa*id 
that  Sa'idEbn  Batrtky  known  alfo  by  the  name  of  Anba  £«-£bn  Ba^ 
tyihiusy  an  excellent  phyfician,  and  a  native  oi  Al  Fojldt^  whotrik,  or 
had  been  advanced  to  the  patriarchate  oi  Alexandria  in  32l,£uty- 
died  theprefent  year.     This  author,  who  was  a  Melchite^  be-chios, 

dies. 

^  Al  Mak.in,  ubi  fup.  p.  206,207.  Ism.  Abu^fed.  ad.  an. 
Hej.  328.  £usEB.  Renaui>.  hill,  patriarch.  Alexandrin.  Jacobl-< 
tar.  p.  343.  Parifiis,  1713.  **  Ism.  Abu'lfed.  obi  fup. 

diftive  Sentiments  on  this  occa-  with  the  higheft  marks  of  di- 

fion«  that  he  made  Moscabim  ^  fiindlion,  and  at  laft  fent  him 

prefent   of   feveral    fumptoous  back  loaded  with  honours  to  his 

j^antleSy  or  clokes,  treaced  him  father  in  Syria  Ci  i).  \ 

(11]  Ifm,  AhuUft^9  in  cbron,  adann,  Htj»  J^S. 
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gan  his  annals  with  the  cneatron  of  the  worid,  and  brougfat 
them  down  to  the  year  of  the  Hsjra  327.  TJ»s  work,  intitiiiei 
Hadhm  Jl  yawhar^  a  cmtexturt  tfgems^  or  a  firing  offmrk^ 
has  been  pubBlhed  with  a  Latin  verfion  by  the  faaioiis  Dr.  P^ 
C9cky  profe&r  of  the  Hti^tw  and  Arabit  langiu^«s  in  theiint^ 
yeiiity  of  Oxford^  where  it  was  printed  in  the  year  of  our  Lo r  o 
1656.  We  are  XxAi  by  M.  J^naudtt  (G),  that  it  is  incom- 
parably better  than  any  general  hiilory  to  be  met  with  amongft 
cbe  Orientals ;  and  that  it  has  been  followed  not  only  by  the 
Oyrijiian  writers^  but  likewife  by  MMukriTsiy  and  other  .Ai^ 
banmedan  autbors.  Eutycbius  is  alfo  faid  to  ha^e  conpofed  a 
phyftcal  treatife,  that  bore  the  title  oiKitakfl  thM^  and  to  have 
iKto  extcemdy  wdl  verfed  in  all  the  branches  of  literature  then 
in  vogue*  Another  piece  has  iifeewife  been  afcdbed  to  him  <]£ 
thecontcoverfial  kiod^  which  was  written  agaiaft  the  EgjptUm 
bopetics,  who  gave  him  no  finall  tvoable,  during  the  time  that 
he  fat  in  the  patriarchal  fee  oi  jfiexandria^  which  was  feven 
years  and  fix  months*  He  was  at  laft  attacked  by  a  diarrhcea^ 
ivhich  from  the  beginning  he  judged  would  prove  hxal  to  him, 
and  therefore  removed  to^/0ara»^nV7,wherehe  died  on  Mvnitfy 
the  laft  day  of  the  month  jR^y^*    His  brother,  Ifa  Ehn  Ba- 


(G)  Oar  learned  and  polite 
readers  will  not  exped,  that  we 
ihould  here  give  any  formal  ao- 
fwer  to  the  falfc  and  injurious 
reflection  thrown  out  by  M. 
Jienaudot    againft   Mr.   StUen^ 
whom  he  repreients  as  intirely 
Vtiacquainted  with  oriental  hi- 
fbry,  and  to  bis  unpolite  treat- 
ment of  the  great  Dr.  Pocock, 
xo  whom  he  aflFe6ls  to  Oiew  an 
apparent  dtfregard,   almoft   as 
often  as  he  fpeaks  of  him.  For, 
in  order  to  expofe  fuch  treat- 
ment of    thofe  (hining   orna^ 
ments  of  oriental  literature  as 
this,    *cis    fufficient    barely   to 
mention  it.      We  muft,  how* 
ever,  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that 
"iA.  Rtnaudot  treats    the    ytry 
learned  Job  Luiolfu$  in  much 
^he  fame  manner ;  and  that  he 
icarce  ever  beflows  encomiums 


«pon  any  but  fome  few  of  Ids 

own  nation.    This  indicates  a 

meannefs  of  foal»  which  cannot 

fail  of  drawing  down  upon  that 

writer  the  contempt  of  all  men  of 

real  learning,  who  rauft  be  adled 

by  more  elevated  fen ti  ments,  and 

indued  with  a  more  generoas 

torn  of  mind.     But,  notwith- 

[landing  the  high  notion  he  en  - 

tertained  of  his  own  fuperior 

abilities,  with  regard  to  eadern 

literature,  which  difcovers  itfelf 

in  almofi  every  page  of    the 

book  here  referred  to,  were  we 

difpofed  to  recriminate,  we  might 

very  judly  remark,  that  icarce 

any  piece  of  the  fame  fize  a- 

bounos  more  with  inaccnracies, 

not  to  fay  egregious  blunders 

than   the   performance    he   fo 

highly    valued    him£df    upba 


^ 


(12)  Knaui.  kifl.  patrt*reh,  AlfxamJrtrt.  y^cetrt.  p.  347,  34S,  &  afrif.f^sji 
Parish,  1713,  ^//i<  aiatN  Rnaud,  pntfat.  ad  bifi.  pair.  AUx,  ^#r.  fiT  J^sm* 
Cjgn,prafat.  ad  Ifm,  ^u  Ijcd,  devU.  ^r^b.^eft,  Mobammed.&c,  p  12 — 16. 
O^n,  1723. 
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trikvnA  lilficwife  a  phyfician  of  gcmt  note,  oA  whcfe  tocoiuit 
he  GQa^ilod  ^^c  geaeical  hiftorv  ^bove-nuHitiofied.  Other 
books  <^  cWi^ahk  -erudition  haiv«  likewife  been  attnbiitel 
tofaim.  Tbe  learned  Dr.  Cave  «od  the  ebb^t  Martin  la  Fa^ 
rina  took  Eaty^HS  to  have  been  the  author  of  the  Cbrmem 
SicuJumi,  in  the  public  libca^y  at  CUmkisfg^i  whiA  JraUc  M& 
iormerly  beloAged  ^  ibe  ^faoaous  T^mm^  Erptniui,  and  has 
been publifbed,  witii  a iaUny^Jaffx^  byJo$mm  BafiifieCa^ 
rtifim^  a  Siatian^mter.  Butdiat£«^cAfW  could  not  have  been  * 
the  author  of  ibis  Cbrm^mf  wc  may  fairly  infer  from  die  M* 
^lowiatg  GpAfideragtiw^*  fiiA^  the  hiftoiy  itfeif  ends  wilh  die 
year  of  Chr^^^  965 ;  whereas  Eutycbius  died  in  the  jaSdh 
year  cif  <he  H^ru^  whioh  nearly  corresponds  9rilh  tfae940th  cf 
sheCbrifiian  «ra.  Secondly,  the  compiler  of  it  appears  to 
have  been  a  i^iaUan^  from  ibe  perfed  knowledge  he  had  of 
the  cities^  town^,  and  villages,  of  Sicily ;  aiid  from  }m  fop* 
ptitation  of  years,  which  exa^y  anfwers  to  ibat  of  the  Sid* 
Jiaosj  whp  begia  th^ir  year  on  die  Arft  of  Se^mihir^  in  com-* 
jnpn  with  $|Imo|tall  the  Gruh^  and  naake  the  creation  of  the  ^ 
worU  to  have  pceoeded  the  birth  of  Chuist  5508  yean,  not 
<49i,or  5492,  asthecbuicb  of  Jkxmdrjanmn/tdios,  Third- 
ly, tbt  periofi  yFho  penned  tbe  Cbrpnican  mak^  tife  of  only  die 
Roman  QT  L^in  names  of  chemeyDths,  and  never  coi^ulBs  hr 
the  year^  of  tb^  Hejra^  as  Eutycbius  does ;  which  of  itfelf  fu^ 
ficiently  demooftratcs,  that  this  hiftory  ought  not  to  be  attrw 
buted  to  him.  As  the  Cambridge  manufcrq>t  is  found  at  the 
end  of  a  MS.  copy  of  f'ft/y^^itt/s annals,  we  are  not  to  befit, 
much  furprifed  at  what  has  been  advanced  by  the  learned  men 
above-mentioned  in  the  point  before  us ;  out  we  cannot  fo 
well  account  for  the  palpable  miftake  of  Dr.  Qtv/  and  Ca* 
rufiuf^  when  they  aflart  that  Eutycbius  died  in  tbe  year  of 
our  Lord  950,  except  we  fuppofe  that  they  never  perufed  the 
Tdrikb  Al  mofiemin^  or  the  biflpry  of  the  MoJl^mSy  wrttten  by  ^ 
Al  AdigiiHf  which  has  been  fo  often  referred  to  here  *. 

The  fame  year,  Kba&i  with  the  MagrMan  forces  took  pofl  Tbi  tranf- 
again  before  Cokta  BiUotta^  and  formed  a  fecond  time  the  «^f««v /> 
ficge  of  that  places  of  which  fhe  Girgeritina being af^rized,  ^^^J  '^" 
they  fent  a  body  of  troops  to  the  relief  of  tbe  town,  which  in-^'^* 
the  month  of  November  furprized  the  befiegdrs  by  night,  and 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  their  camp.  About  the  fame  time, 

'  Al  Ma|i:ih,  ubi  fgp.  p.  208,  S09.  Evtych.  obi  fup.  p.  530-<« 
533.  ^alib.  EBNAniOsAia*  in  vit.  medicpr.  J/QAV.  Ssldsv. 
prxfat.  ad  Sutych.  orig.  ecclef.  Alexandrin.  edit.  Londini,  164?. 
Kenavd.  hili,  patriarch.  Alexandrin.  Jacobit.  p.  347,  348.  Pari- 
£iis,  1713.  D^Herbbu  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  194.  Joan.  Baft. 
(:4avs.  fr^pfat.  ^d  Chroaif.  Si^.  Cantabn^ienf.  P^iiorqii,  1790. 
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AlEmr  Sakmj  who  had  prefided  over  the  MoJUm  conquefts  in 
Sicily  twenty-two  years,  and  had  been  a  vidorious  prince,  de- 
parted this  life  in  his  caflia  A  grievous  fiimine  likewife  raged 
in  Palermo  and  the  neighbouring  villages  to  fuch  a  degree,  £at 
parents  found  thenifelves  obliged  to  eat  their  children^  for  want 
of  other  food.   The  Magrthians  laid  (lege  a  thirt)  time  to  Q7- 
lata  Bdhtta,  notwithftanding  the  blow  they  had  formerly  re- 
ceived, and  took  it  in  the  month  ofMarcb,thc^  prefent  year  ^.  • 
TheKhz--      The  following  year,  being  the  329th  of  the  Hejra^  com- 
lif  Al       mencing  Odkber  6th,  940,  the  Khaiif  M  Radi  died,  the  i6th 
Radi  dit{'^{  the  former  RahU  of  a  dropfy,  at  Baghdad.    Some  authors, 
however,  relate,  that  immoderate  coition  was  the  caufe  of 
bis  death«    He  reigned  fix  years,  ten  months,  and  ten  days  ; 
and  had  completed  the  30th  year  of  his  age  a  lew  months  be- 
fore  his  deceafe,,accor({ing  to  Al  Makin.    As  to  his  perfbn, 
he  had,  if  jfhttlfeda  may  be  credited,  a  thin  beard,  and  was 
of  ^  fwarthy  complexion.    With  regard  to  his  difpofition,  he 
was  liberal,  munificent,  mild,  well  verfed  in  the  literature  of 
-the  Arahs^  eloquent,  a  good  poet,  and  a  great  admirer  1^  the 
tonver&tion  of  learned  men.     He' was  thelaft  of  the  Khaiif s 
that  wrote  verfes,  at  leaft  of  the  Khalifi  that  wrote  fuch 
verfes  as  were  thought  worthy  of  having  a  place  affigned  them 
in  the  Moflem  annals.     A  fpecimen  of  his  poetical  perform- 
ances has.  been  preferved  by  Abu^lfeda  and  Al  Makin,  He  was 
•the  laft  likewife  of  the  Moflem  emperors  that  officiated  con- 
fiantly  in  the  mofque^  that  commanded  the  forces,  that  had 
the  difpofal  of  the  publick  money,  and  that  in  {hort  exercifed 
any  kind  of  real  authority  over  the  Arabs.     His  fucceflbrs,  for 
a  confiderable  period  at  leaft,  enjoyed  little  more  than  the 
bare  title  of  Khaiif  and  of  this  they  were  even  at  laft  de- 
prived by  the  Tartars,     Ehn  Moklah  was  his  firft  IVarir^  or 
yiftr^  2j\^  Mohammed  EbnYAk&th\%fii&c\i7anh^t\2\T\.     The 
latter  of  thefe  was  fucceeded  in  his  poft  by  Daca^  vfho  had 
before  ferved  the  Khaiif  Yn  an  inferior  capacity.     The  firft 
day  of  Al  Rddi's  reign  was  Thurfday^  and  the  laft  Saturday^ 
according  to  yfl  Maktrii     Macarius  was  conftituted  patriarch 
of  the  Jacobites  at  Alexandria^  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  323, 
about  a  year  after  this  prince's  acceilion,  and  fat  in  that  fee, 
if  we  will  believe  the  above-mentioned  author  and  Al  Ma- 
kriziy  about  twenty  years.     His  mother,  who  was  one  of  his 
father  //  Moktader's  concubines,  has  been  denominated  Iha- 
lum  by  Abulfcda  ;  and  the  name  of  TqUtm  has  been  given  her 
by  Al  Makin.     Sendn  Ebn  Thabet  Altiarrani^  that  moft  ce- 

*  Chron.'Sjc.  Arab.  Caatabrigienf.  et  Joan.  Bapt.  Carus.  ubi 
fup.  Vide  etiam  bin.  infcript.  Arabic,  a  Joan.  Bapcifl.  Carus.  edit. 
Panormi,  1720. 
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lebrated  phyfician,  was  one  of  his  conftant  companions,  and 
in  the  higheft  favour  30^ith  him.  Amongft  the  memorable 
events  of  this  year  we  may  likewife  rank  the  <ieath  of  Bakh* 
tzjhua  Ebn  Tahya,  who  had  been  phyfician  to  the  KhaUf  Al . 
Adoktader^  and  made  no  inconfiderable  figure  at  that  prince's  * 
court.  Mail  Ebn  Yurus^  Mata  Ebn  Yunes^  otMatta  (Matthew} 
Ebn  Yunasy  furn^med  the  f age ^  and  the  pbiUfopbery  who,  ac- 
cording to  Mohammed  Ebn  ijhak  Al  Nadim^  his  companion  and 
intimate  friend,  was  the  greateft  logician  of  the  country  and 
age  wherein  he  lived,  died  about  the  time  we  are  now  upon, 
in  the  Khalifat  of  Al  Radi.  He  inftruded  many  young  men 
in  the  principles  of  logic,  which  he  himfelf  learned  of  RiSifil 
and  Benyamtny  two  Jacobite  monks  \  though  he  laid  the  nrft 
foundation  of  his  knowledge  in  the  fchool  of  one  Mar  M&rt. 
He  was  a  native  oi Dair  Kaniy  or  Dair  Kana^  and  a  ftrenuous 
aflertor  of  the  tenets  of  the  Nejlorsan  fed.  Some  of  the 
eaftern  writers  have  reprefented  AlRadi  as  endued  with  many 
virtues  highly  becoming  a  great  prince,  feveral  of  which  have 
been  juft  touched  upon ;  but,  for  a  detail  of  thefe,  the  learned 
and  curious  reader  muil  have  recourfe  to  thofe  writers  them- 
felves,  the  limits  we  have  prefcribed  ourfelves  in  this  part  of 
our  work  not  permitting  us^  to  expatiate  any  farther  upon 
them  here  ^ 

^  Al  Makik,  ubifap.  p.  201,207, 208.  Grbg.  Abu*l-Faraj, 
ubi  fup.  p.  303,  304.  Ism.  Abu^lpbd.  in  chroiu  ad  ann.  Hej. 
31^9.  D^Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  art.  Radhi^  p.  706.  ' '    < 
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